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SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 1 Jul 1991        Volume 16 : Issue 266

Today's Topics:

                     Administrivia - Monthly Reminders,
		     Books - Asimov (8 msgs) & Boyer &
                             Clarke (3 msgs) & Dick & 
                             Peter Dickinson & Rivkin

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Mon, 1 Jul 91 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Administrivia

My apologies to the readership.  Personal problems and pressures, needed
vacation time and other things have prevented me from devoting as much time
as I would have liked to getting out digests for the last two weeks.  There
is a large backlog of messages and I hope to catch up over the next week or
so.  Expect a lot of mail.

Some of the digests coming out soon however, will contain a VERY important
topic concerning the fate of the Digest and the usenet group that it is
linked to since the founding of the usenet group.  It is important that
everyone read these issues and follow the procedure stated there for
joining the discussion.  More about this in a future issue.

For now, it is time once again for the monthly reminders:

Problems, administrative questions, and requests for addition or removal to
the mailing list should always be sent to SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
Submissions for the digest are to be sent to SF-LOVERS@RUTGERS.EDU
***ONLY***.  Error messages, particularly those generated automatically by
mailers, should always go to SF-LOVERS-ERRORS@RUTGERS.EDU which is the
address specified in the "Errors-To:" field.

If you have information about a convention that you wish to have listed in
the convention listings maintained in the archives, you can send complete
information to SF-LOVERS-CONS@RUTGERS.EDU and it will be included in the
listings as soon as possible.  Information should be sent at least one
month prior to the date of the convention in order to insure that it is
listed in time.

Unfortunately, due to the large volume of mail that I receive every day,
messages sent to the wrong address are very likely to be unprocessed.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 91 12:15:59 GMT
From: eventid!rcf@uunet.uu.net (Richard Factor)
Subject: Asimov's Foundation & End of Eternity

In response to the gentlemen who says "No More Asimov's!":          

Asimov's Foundation series is NOT complete, and won't be until it is
reconciled with The End of Eternity.  (This is not to say that it hasn't
gone on too long!)  Foundation's Edge was the first Foundation book written
after the original trilogy.  In a brief afterword, Asimov says "if you wish
an account of the Eternals and the way in which they adjusted human
history, you will find it (not entirely consistent with the references in
this new book) in The End of Eternity.

I think The End of Eternity is one of Asimov's best books, at least
conceptually.  It treats time travel differently from any other story I've
read. Its events clearly precede Foundation in the sense that it is
responsible for the Foundation universe's existence.  Three points make me
believe that it eventually will be worked in:

First and most obvious, because it hasn't been yet, and Asimov still has a
lot of books in him.

Second, the statement in the afterword, quoted above, leaves a deliberate
inconsistency in the Foundation universe.  Asimov is not keen on
inconsistency, and it usually is a clue of some sort.

Finally, we have the mention of the Eternals in Foundation's Edge itself.
The ending of The End of Eternity permitted no knowledge of Eternity to
exist.  So HOW DID THEY KNOW?

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 91 06:29:57 GMT
From: jp45+@andrew.cmu.edu (Jim Thomas Park , Jr.)
Subject: Re: No more Asimov's!

Yoav Gonen writes

>Enough with Asimov! After his last novel - "Prelude to Foundation", I've
>come to conclusion that Asimov has nothing to sell us anymore. Somehow he
>always wants to push the human-robot Danil to his books.  In "prelude" it
>comes to absurd!  Stupid ending to what could have been his best novel.
[Other stuff deleted.]

   You might want to read the book Nemesis by Isaac Asimov. It is a
completely independent book from the Robot and Foundation series. But in
the authors notes he does say that maybe one day he might tie it in with
one of the two series. It is a fairly good book. It has been out for over a
year.

James T. Park, Jr.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 91 12:59:00 GMT
From: daberson@unix.cis.pitt.edu (David A Berson)
Subject: Re: Asimov's Foundation & End of Eternity

rcf@eventid.UUCP (Richard Factor) writes:
>Asimov's Foundation series is NOT complete, and won't be until it is
>reconciled with The End of Eternity. ...
>
>Finally, we have the mention of the Eternals in Foundation's Edge itself.
>The ending of The End of Eternity permitted no knowledge of Eternity to
>exist.  So HOW DID THEY KNOW?

Well the guy that went back to teach the founder of Eternity still knew
about it.  Also his companion Noys did too.  In fact whatever people she
came from (the ones who blocked the upper end of the time tunnel) knew
about it.  Who's to say they "forgot" about it after the course was
altered?  Maybe we will find out that Noys was a companion of Daneel, if
this loose thread is tied in somewhere.

David A. Berson

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 91 21:07:26 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: No more Asimov's!

   Okay, *I'll* defend poor old Ike. I happen to have LIKED his entire
Foundation/Robot sequence. And I even liked Nemesis, though not as much.
And I LOVED Prelude. For the person who objected to Daneel showing up at
the end (and that's DANEEL, not Danil. Jeez.) the clues were perfectly
clear all along, and given the rest of the series, it was INEVITABLE.

   There is, in fact, at least one more point that has yet to be explored,
and I wrote a small section of story to follow Foundation and Earth and
sent it to Ike (more for his amusement than anything else) to point out
this one flaw in his reasoning.  Unfortunately, this litigious society of
ours has now made it so that Ike is NOT ALLOWED, by his lawyers, to read
anything like that.

   If anyone knows who I WOULD write to if I wanted to clear this little
thing with his lawyers, let me know. I don't want money or anything for it,
even if he USED it. Which I doubt. But I WOULD like to know that he would
at least have the CHANCE to read it.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 91 22:56:11 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: No more Asimov's!

resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor) writes:
>Unfortunately, this litigious society of ours has now made it so that Ike
>is NOT ALLOWED, by his lawyers, to read anything like that.

I know why Asimov said that, and it's an appropriate thing to say, but
never mind about that; you should be more concerned with the fact that it
is illegal even to *prepare* derivative material without permission from
the copyright holder, whether you actually *do* anything with it or not.

The only approach that works is to get permission *first*, and with a clear
purpose in mind for what you'll do with it (serious book, etc.).  If truly
all you want is for him to read it, I'm afraid that most authors would
consider that a high conceit, coming from some random unpublished fan
(*you* know that your writing is good, but from his point of view he
doesn't know you from the other million fans who are horrible writers), and
wouldn't want to read it in the first place.

If you clear all those barriers somehow (e.g. by winning a Nebula for your
first story ;-) then since it's a derivitive work, you could simply
formally and legally assign copyright to him, again after setting it up in
advance and getting his permission etc etc.

Hard to imagine any writer interested in such a tangle for so little
reason, though. I can see your intentions are benign, but they're not at
all practical.

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 91 23:32:48 GMT
From: Gary_Sandhu@mindlink.bc.ca (Gary Sandhu)
Subject: Re: No more Asimov's!

>Enough with Asimov! After his last novel - "Prelude to Foundation" I've
>come to conclusion that Asimov has nothing to sell us anymore. Somehow

Maybe he's just on a slump. You yourself admit he wrote a *lot* of good
stories and books, so I'd urge the SF Great One to give it another shot. If
all authors quit after writing a stupid book, well, we wouldn't have many
authors around, would we? (Now, Piers Anthony should stop. He's had way too
many chances! :-)

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jun 91 20:27:50 GMT
From: ericc@apple.com (Eric Castle)
Subject: Re: No more Asimov's!

resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor) writes:
>Okay, *I'll* defend poor old Ike. I happen to have LIKED his entire
>Foundation/Robot sequence. And I even liked Nemesis, though not as much.
>And I LOVED Prelude. For the person who objected to Daneel showing up at
>the end (and that's DANEEL, not Danil. Jeez.) the clues were perfectly
>clear all along, and given the rest of the series, it was INEVITABLE.

I liked all the Foundation/Robot books too. Can't wait for the next one. I
wish he would go forward now though instead of writing books before the
first Foundation book.

>There is, in fact, at least one more point that has yet to be explored,
>and I wrote a small section of story to follow Foundation and Earth and
>sent it to Ike (more for his amusement than anything else) to point out
>this one flaw in his reasoning.

What is this flaw? 

Eric Castle
ericc@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jul 91 04:03:58 GMT
From: bernd@bwhwob.uucp (Bernd Wiegmann)
Subject: Re: No more Asimov's!

I think Asimov is a great author, who wrote a lot of brilliant stories.
When I found his new book Nemesis in the bookstore, I thought it was worth
reading, and I bought it.

It appeared to me that he just wrote it for fun. He didn't think very
carefully about serveral aspects of the story and made some mistakes.  If
he had written books like this in his early years, ho would have never
became as famous as he is today.

Nemesis is an star only two light years away from Earth. It is nearly
invisible from Earth because it's a red dwarf and because there is a cloud
between Earth and Nemesis. Someone watched the sky at the Nemesis-system
and found the *bright* star Sol on it. How can that be ? Is it a one-way
cloud between the stars, or did I miss an important hint ?

I think the older an author gets the more words he uses.

Bernd Wiegmann
D-Wolfsburg Germany
bernd@bwhwob.UUCP
...unido!horga!agsc!yedik!bwhwob!bernd

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jun 91 00:30:00 GMT
From: IBC6HSR@mvs.oac.ucla.edu ("hari ramachandran")
Subject: Elizabeth Boyer

A _long_ time ago, someone asked:

>>I have yet to see anyone mention Elizabeth Boyer as a good author in
>>this news group.  Has anyone out there read any books by Elizabeth H.
>>Boyer?  I've read:
>
>Well, I enjoyed the first one, thought the second was so very similar to
>the first that I'd classify it as OK, and on discovering that the third
>was again alomost exactly the same I gave up.

I have read somewhere that Elizabeth Boyer was basically turning
Scandinavian myths into stories. Can't pin down the source of my info, but
it commended her for making these stories more readable etc. I have to
admit that I couldn't stomach more than one or two of the stories myself -
too, too predictable.

Hari
hsr@uclaph.ucla.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 91 17:06:28 GMT
From: cabp10@vaxa.strath.ac.uk 
Subject: Rama III

When is Rama III out?  I finished Rama II this morning and in reading the
back of the book A.C.C said that he was working on a third and some form of
reference to the series.  Any one know anything about it?

Sean Stratton
Cabp10@uk.ac.strath.vaxa

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jun 91 00:02:37 GMT
From: jasonf@wayfarer.eng.sun.com (Jason Freund)
Subject: Re: Rama III

Re: comments on Rama2

I thought they spent too much time on Earth.  Like cradle, there was too
much time spent on character development and not enough on the neat part -
Rama.  The characters were generic enough that he didn't need to spend so
much time talking about them.  Being an ECS major, I also didn't like his
excuse for the 80 year depression: that the computers couldn't handle the
volume of trade during a panic which lead to stock market failure.
Computers today could probably handle it, let alone computers in 100?
years from now.  But that's just nitpicking.

Other than that, the last 1/3 of Rama2 was great!  It made the whole book
worthwhile to me.  Granted some of the episodes were pretty
mystical/useless.  The environment/technology in Rama was just so confusing
to us in many places, like the underground areas, that it was pretty
useless to include them.  I still enjoyed reading it and a lot of it made
sense (i.e. the functions of various biots and "ecosystem" of Rama and its
creatures.  A lot of it was very good, like the part where what's-his-name
figures out how to use the computer to build things.  I also liked the
ending where a family of humans gets shipped to Rama's destination.  I want
to know what happens in Rama3 to them.

Jason Freund

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jun 91 03:47:50 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Rama III

jasonf@wayfarer.Eng.Sun.COM (Jason Freund) writes:
>Being an ECS major, I also didn't like his excuse for the 80 year
>depression: that the computers couldn't handle the volume of trade during
>a panic which lead to stock market failure.  Computers today could
>probably handle it let alone computers in 100? years from now.  But
>that's just nitpicking.

Incorrect. They're *almost* finished with the general upgrade of all the
various stock-market related systems that was initiated by the change from
the "100 million is a record setter" to "100 million is slow" around 10
years ago, due initially to Granville and later due to computer trading.

There have been several points in the 80's when the systems were overloaded
by volume, including moderately recently.

The upgrades are, as usual, a buildup to expected peak capacity, and a
scenario such as that suggested by Clarke could indeed overwhelm even the
latest and greatest stock market systems!

100 years from now? Well, it all depends on your assumptions, doesn't it
(e.g. what if the Singularity intervenes, then *all* bets are off!)

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jun 91 08:29:12 GMT
From: matt@physics17.berkeley.edu (Matt Austern)
Subject: The Penultimate Truth

So I just finished Philip K. Dick's _The Penultimate Truth_, and I'm still
puzzling over the title.

The book, it seems to me, is principally about lying.  And if the
"penultimate truth" of the title is the truth that was concealed by the
elite's campaign of deception, then what is the ultimate truth?

I have trouble, actually, believing in a concept like "truth" in a Dick
novel, let alone "ultimate truth."  Perhaps that's the point: that
penetrating a lie doesn't mean that you arrive at truth, but, at best, one
step before it.

Matt Austern
415-644-2618
matt@physics.berkeley.edu
austern@lbl.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 91 16:09:32 GMT
From: CTEAGUE@uvmvm.bitnet (cynthia teague)
Subject: Rachel in Love/Eva

zak@cu.nih.gov said that Peter Dickinson's _Eva_ was unrealistic in its
portrayal of the reactions of an attractive 13-year-old girl who finds
herself in the body of an animal.  Dickinson makes it clear, though, that
Eva is not an ordinary girl; she has grown up with the chimps and accepts
them in a way that allows her to accept herself as a chimp, physically.  A
large part of the book deals with her acceptance of Kelly (the chimp) as a
partner.  Also, all subsequent (SPOILER) attempts to replicate the
procedure fail because the other human subjects cannot accept their new
bodies.  I thought Dickinson did a pretty good job of making it all seem
workable, if only for Eva.

The same poster said that Dickinson (and someone named Allen) "fell down in
his understanding of how women view themselves reproductively."  I don't
understand what this means; could you explain?

Cynthia Teague
cteague@uvmvm

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 91 17:41:44 GMT
From: rkaminsk@risky.ecs.umass.edu (Robert D. Kaminsky)
Subject: Who is/are J.F. Rivkin (_Silverglass_ series)?

   I have recently read the 3rd & 4th books in the _Silverglass_ series by
J.F. Rivkin and was quite impressed with the quality of storytelling and
characterizations.  As I understand it, "J.F. Rivkin" is a penname for
actually two writers (although I believe the books I read were written only
by one of them).
   Does anyone know who the authors really are and if either has written
other books under their real name?
   Thanks in advance.

Bob Kaminsky
umvlsi.ecs.umass.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 1 Jul 1991        Volume 16 : Issue 267

Today's Topics:

                Administrivia - Archives,
		Books - Brin (5 msgs) & Gemmell (2 msgs) &
                        Merrill & Pohl (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Mon, 1 Jul 91 08:38:18 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Archives

One of the long standing traditions of SF-LOVERS is keeping back issues and
related files in a publicly accessible area.  The SF-LOVERS archives are
currently stored on ELBERETH.RUTGERS.EDU (128.6.4.61) which is a unix
machine.  The archives are currently available to anyone with FTP access to
this machine.

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Previously BITNET sites could not get access to the
archives.  This is no longer true.  Please see below for instructions on
how to access the archives.

Please do not send mail asking me to mail you files from the archives.
They are way too big to be transmitted via mail without getting various
system administrators on the network extremely upset.  Anyone who wants
access to the archives that does not have access to FTP on their machine,
may follow the instructions given below for BITNET subscribers.

Note: The machine you are connecting to is a unix machine.  As with all
unix machines, it is case sensitive.  This means that filenames and
directory names *must* be entered as given.

Instructions for INTERNET users:

To access the archives, you need to login with ftp using the anonymous
login function.  Below is a sample session (The "%" and "ftp>" are prompts,
yours may vary):

% ftp elbereth.rutgers.edu
Connected to elbereth.rutgers.edu.
220 elbereth.rutgers.edu FTP server
Name (elbereth.rutgers.edu:<userid>): anonymous
331 Guest login ok, send ident as password.
Password:
230 Guest login ok, access restrictions apply.
ftp> cd pub/sfl
ftp> get <filename>
ftp> quit

Instructions for BITNET users:

To access the archives, the principle is the same however it must be
handled via mail since there is no way to do it interactively.  You can
send mail to BITFTP@PUCC.BITNET with the following as the text of the
message:

FTP elbereth.rutgers.edu
USER anonymous
CD pub/sfl
GET <filename>

You will probably get two mail messages back.  One from the server itself
informing you that the request went through and the other will be the
actual file retrieved.  I haven't tried this for multiple files so I don't
know if each file retrieved comes back as a separate message or not.

The files in the archives are generally too large to send through normal
mail so please do not ask for copies to be sent to you through
mail.  If you cannot access the archives through one of the methods given
above, then, for the present, you will not be able to gain access to these
files.  

 Below is a partial list of the files that are currently available in the
archives:

Episode Guides:

   20 blakes7.guide
   18 doctor-who.guide
   18 galactica.guide       
   10 galactica80.guide     
   36 lost-in-space.guide
    6 max-headroom.guide        [Incomplete]
   28 new-twilight-zone.guide   [Possibly incomplete]
   22 outerlimits.guide
   10 prisoner.guide
   24 quantum-leap.guide
    8 red-dwarf.guide
   14 space:1999.guide
   12 star-blazers.guide
   14 star-trek-animated.guide
*  66 star-trek-tng.guide       [complete to end of fourth season]
   26 star-trek.guide
    6 tomorrow-people.guide
   70 twilight-zone.guide

Text Files:

   20 amber-timeline.txt
   64 amber.parody          [parody of the Zelazny's Amber series]
   68 argon.txt
   48 cons.txt              [Last update: Feb. 1 - currently being updated]
   32 decwars.txt
   24 down-in-flames.txt
   86 hitch-hikers-guide-to-the-net.txt
   20 hugos.txt
    8 klingonaase.txt
    6 nebulas.txt
    4 saturn.txt
   92 the-enchanted-duplicator.txt
    4 world-fantasy-awards.txt

Back Issues of SF-LOVERS:

   1872 sf-lovers.v1
   1904 sf-lovers.v2
   1856 sf-lovers.v3
   1760 sf-lovers.v4
    816 sf-lovers.v5
   1744 sf-lovers.v6
    592 sf-lovers.v7
   1648 sf-lovers.v8
   3600 sf-lovers.v9
   7472 sf-lovers.v10
   6752 sf-lovers.v11
   4944 sf-lovers.v12a
   4000 sf-lovers.v12b
   6000 sf-lovers.v13
   7568 sf-lovers.v14
   4352 sf-lovers.v15a  [Jan 1990 - June 1990]
   3456 sf-lovers.v15b  [July 1990 - December 1990]

Also in the archives: the author lists provided and maintained by John Wenn
are available in the directory pub/sfl/authorlists.  The list for each
author is contained in its own file with the filenames being in the form:
Lastname.Firstname, e.g. Niven.Larry (Please remember, unix filenames are
case sensitive).  Many of the authorlists have recently been updated.  The
complete set of authorlists are also available in the main archive
directory in convenient unix compressed tar format as sf-authors.tar.Z
 
A few notes about the files.  The number that appears to the left of the
file, is the size of the file in kilobytes.  All of the back issues except
for volume 1 are in BABYL mail format.  The first volume, sf-lovers.v1,
includes a number of messages from the early days before digests and there
is much of "historical" interest.

The current volume is Volume 16.  Old issues of this volume may be found in
the same directory as the archives.  They are in the files sf-lovers.xxxyy
where "xxx" is the month of publication and "yy" is the current year.  For
more recent back issues, send your request to
SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
 
Files in the archives that have been modified within the last month or are
new entries are denoted with a "*" in the lists above.  If anyone notes any
errors or would like to supply missing information, please write to
SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 91 12:10:02 GMT
From: aahz@netcom.com (Mean Green Dancing Machine)
Subject: Re: David Brin's _Earth_

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>I was thinking of reading _Earth_ the other day, but I'm in environmental
>biology so I'm depressed as it is, and I've heard that _Earth_ is all
>about greenhouse, global warming, and ozone depletion.  Is this so?  I
>don't need to get any more depressed.

Well, _Earth_ takes place in a world where all three are part of every
person's daily awareness.  For example, almost no one goes out without a
sun hat and dark glasses.  However, that's not what _Earth_ is about.
_Earth_, like most of Brin's work, is about technology in general, and the
uses we make of it.

The first part of the book is slow going, the way he cuts back-and-forth; I
think he's been watching too much MTV.  :-) Moreover, he borrows other
writer's ideas wholesale, which he does acknowledge at the end of the book;
it won't bother you too much unless you're the kind of person who keeps
saying, "Oh! I know where he got *that* idea from."

On the whole, I can't recommend _Earth_ as whole-heartedly as I do his
other books, but I have a hunch it'll grow on me with re-reading.  

Dan Bernstein
aahz@netcom.com
netcom!aahz@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 91 16:35:01 GMT
From: GLWARNER@samford.bitnet (THE GAR)
Subject: Green movements in SF

doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt) writes:
>Actually I enjoyed it even though I *do* understand and sympathize (but
>not *always* agree) with radical environmentalists. I could see the view
>expressed on the subject in the book, though. I just don't believe that
>environmentalism is going to be The Root Of All Evil.

Speaking of Radical Environmentalists, what was the general reaction to
_EARTH_ by Brin?  I bought it on the mistaken notion that it was some sort
of prequel to the _Startide Rising_ and _The Uplift War_, but it turns out
it was nothing of the sort.

In _EARTH_ there are several interesting concepts introduced, with not all
relating to Green movements, but it was definitely a STRONG theme.

1) Gaia movements are BIG.  The book has two major cults involved.  One a
   group that worships the earth, and considers her to be a "being" that we
   should be protecting out of love for all she does for us.  The other
   cult worshipped the sun and personified it as "RA", the savage lover of
   "Gaia".

2) Education flourished due to self-sufficiency certificates.  Before one
   is given the basic rights of citizenship, one must first complete a core
   curriculum which includes a good base in the sciences, and a LOT of
   social/environmental indoctrination.  Don't pass --> no rights.

3) The UN has formed a police force of elite troops who exist to protect
   the environment.  One of the soldiers of this troop gladly offers his
   life as a sacrifice to capture the criminal who was poaching rhinos.

4) The sea is considered a major resource, and an entire country survives
   entirely at sea!  (although they are by far the poorest country in the
   world, and largely uneducated.)

5) The ozone layer is basically useless, and one must wear protective ultra
   violet screens for even brief exposures to the sun.  (The RA boys make
   an exception to this and gladly show off their cancerous sores as marks
   of RA's love.)

I am your basic "nuke-the-whales" type, and although I always take the time
to answer Green Peace surveys, I doubt they like my answers much.  As a
result, I had a difficult time enjoying the book.  What I wondered is if
anyone had found other books of this type?

Gary Warner
Samford University Computer Services

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 91 16:35:01 GMT
From: GLWARNER@samford.bitnet (THE GAR)
Subject: Brin

I really did appreciate Brin attempting to break the "cyberpunk" mold
(great article on cyberpunk in this month's Aboriginal).  He has done what
LEM claimed was "true" science fiction.  He has developed a scientifically
plausible setting, and then placed humanity there to study how this setting
would affect humanity.  I wish there was more creativity of this sort in
scifi.  I like the cyberpunk movement as characterized by _Mirrorshades_,
which offered a great variety of "dark futures", but too much of what we
see being cranked out today is someone stealing another author's dark
future and putting his own characters there to have an adventure novel.
They offer no new exploration of the territory, and decrease the thrill
that once was present at the very mention of cyberpunk.  It now means
futuristic-drug-using- punks-in-black-leather-having-an-adventure.  It once
meant exploring dark alternative futures.

Gary Warner
Samford University Computer Services

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 91 06:48:05 GMT
From: chick@rhea.trl.oz.au (gerald c chick)
Subject: Re: David Brin's _Earth_

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>_Earth_ is all about greenhouse, global warming, and ozone depletion.  Is
>this so?  I don't need to get any more depressed.

Yes it is, but I doubt you'll find a more optimistic vision than _Earth_.
Brin is possibly *too* optimistic, even though he does over-exaggerate the
rate and the impact of global warming for effect.

Once again science (or super-science) and a few timely catastrophes come to
the rescue of civilization, and _Earth_ is less concerned with the problems
of environmental breakdown than you might expect. (Famine?  What's a
famine...? :-)

Read it and judge for yourself. 

G.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 91 18:58:50 GMT
From: mre@pyrps5.pyramid.com (Mike Eisler)
Subject: Re: David Brin's _Earth_

J_DELANO@unhh.BITNET writes:
>_Earth_ is all about greenhouse, global warming, and ozone depletion.  Is
>this so?  I don't need to get any more depressed.

I just finished it myself. It took at lot longer than normal for me to read
it because through the first half, I'd read 20 or so pages, and be forced
to put it down to deaden the depression.  However, as Brin says in his
essay after the conclusion, he deliberately over-emphasized some
environmental effects; scientists or on record as saying that many of them
won't happen till the 22nd century. Besides, it is encouraging to see the
number of non-enviromental problems do get solved.  "Earth" is definitely
not a "Stand on Zanziber."

The second half becomes the page turning thriller that the paperback jacket
promises. And please do read Brin's essay after you read the novel if for
no other reason than ... well you'll find out.

mre

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 91 06:42:24 GMT
From: ele9102@cdc835.cdc.polimi.it (Francesco Marcolla)
Subject: David Gemmell

Am I the only human being on Earth who rates David Gemmell to be the best
Fantasy writer since JRR Tolkien?

I have read more than 600 SF&F novels in the last 10 years, so I have a
pretty complete knowledge of the field; besides, I am usually rather severe
in my judgments about fantasy authors. Reading _The King beyond the Gate_
was a wonderful experience, and the further readings of _Legend_ and _Wolf
in Shadow_ convinced me that I had finally found THE AUTHOR I have always
been looking for. I am about to start reading _Waylander_ and just can't
wait for the italian translation of _The Last Guardian_.

I would like to hear from other fans of this English writer.  BTW, why
isn't DG's bibliography included in ELBERETH's /authorlists?

[Probably because John Wenn who provided the authorlists has not yet done a
bibliography of this author. - Saul.]

Francesco Marcolla
ele9102@cdc835.cdc.polimi.it

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 91 17:51:16 GMT
From: kruger@socrates.umd.edu (Jonathan Kruger)
Subject: Re: David Gemmell

ele9102@CDC835.CDC.POLIMI.IT (Francesco Marcolla) writes:
>Am I the only human being on Earth who rates David Gemmell to be the best
>Fantasy writer since JRR Tolkien?

That may well be true.  In any case I wish that his work was more widely
available in the US.  I used to own copies of _Waylander_, _King Beyond the
Gate_ and whatever the first book in the trilogy was called, but I gave
them to a friend who was moving away, thinking that I'd be able to find
more copies.  That was three years ago, and I've never seen another of his
books in any bookstore, excepting _The Jerusalem Man_.

If you like Gemmell's writing, you may also enjoy _The Book of Years_, a
trilogy written by Peter Morwood.  Just make sure you skip _The Warlord's
Domain_.  It was written as a continuation of the trilogy, and it only
serves to dull the pleasure of the first three books.

Jonathan Kruger
kruger@socrates.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 91 16:50:18 GMT
From: idddev@well.sf.ca.us (Innovative Data Design)
Subject: Re: SF-13 Ed. by Judith Merrill

I believe there is a volume thirteen of Merrill's Best SF series, and that
it's the final one. I have that written down, and must have gotten the info
from Peter Nicholl's Science Fiction Encyclopedia.
 
Angus MacDonald
idddev@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jun 91 22:12:45 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: World at the End of Time

Fred Pohl has collaborated on some excellent books, but none of his
stand-alone attempts have made much of an impression on me.  This one made
less of an impression than most.

It has its technical flaws - for example, chunks of exposition that get
repeated in scattered chapters, as though the author forgot that he'd
already found a home for them.  It displays a serious failure of the
imagination: The author has recycled some very interesting themes
(stellar-level intelligence, relativistic travel to the end of the
universe, time travel through cold sleep) and made uninspired use of them.

Most seriously, the book doesn't go anywhere.  About three quarters of the
book concerns a colony whose sun and planets are mysteriously accelerated
to near-light speed for a few sextillion years.  The colony bumbles
through.  Almost independently of this story, we are introduced to the
entity whose activities had this plot device as one of its side effects.
The two parts of the book vaguely meet in the last few paragraphs.

A waste of time and money.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jun 91 16:36:35 GMT
From: dswartz@bigbootay.sw.stratus.com
Subject: World At The End Of Time

No kidding!  I felt ripped off.  After about the first hundred pages I felt
like I was climbing a steep hill.  Now I really love reading, so a book has
to be pretty slow to bore me into stopping.  The worst part of this is that
when I finally lost my patience about halfway through and skipped directly
to the last couple of chapters, I didn't feel any loss of continuity!
Unlike other SF paperbacks I don't keep (which I donate to the local
library), this one went into the trash.  I didn't want to risk a possible
lawsuit for killing someone with boredom.

Dan S.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jun 91 19:03:35 GMT
From: Gary_Sandhu@mindlink.bc.ca (Gary Sandhu)
Subject: Re: World At The End Of Time

That's really weird. I thought the book was fair. Then again, the two books
I'd read before "World...time" were *The Boat of a Million Years* and
*Nightfall* (the novel).  Everything's relative (relativistic?)

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1,,
Summary-line:  1-Jul  overs-request@rutgers.edu  #SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #268
Received: by elbereth.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.4/3.08) 
	id AA09511; Mon, 1 Jul 91 10:00:05 EDT
Date: Mon, 1 Jul 91 10:00:05 EDT
Message-Id: <9107011400.AA09511@elbereth.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #268
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Mon, 1 Jul 91 10:00:05 EDT
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #268
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 1 Jul 1991        Volume 16 : Issue 268

Today's Topics:

       Books - Eco & Heinlein (3 msgs) & George O. Smith (2 msgs) &
               Tolkien (2 msgs) & Wingrove

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 91 16:07:21 GMT
From: MFDICK01@ulkyvm.bitnet (Mark Dickson)
Subject: re: Illuninatus/Eco

Concerning the discussion of Eco's "Foucault's Pendulum" and whether or not
his citations were bogus or true (fiction/fact), I think some of us may be
confusing Borges's literary style with all other academic authors. It is
true that academics like Eco, Borges, and even Pynchon have educational
backgrounds that may seem impenetrable by lay-folks like ourselves. Borges
DID use fictional citations as a literary tool to poke fun at the
all-consuming pursuit fo "truth" in its many and beguiling forms. But, Eco
does not use this approach. I cite as MY example, the academic and
scholarly exegesi that were generated by his first novel "Name of the
Rose." There are several "guides" that systematically and methodically
unravel all his literary and historical references and translate all the
quotations. They are all legit. That should not suprise. After all, Eco is
an academic first, a novelist second. He is a prime exponent in his field
of semiotics.  He has no need to "fabricate" antiquated citations to show
the philosophical duplicity of pursuing "truth" only to be eluded by it.
History is replete with real examples and he is familiar with them.
Borges, however, DID use fabricated citations to make this point, but did
so for different reasons. His experience as a librarian probably gave him
ample opportunity to see the noble pursuit of research dead-end with bogus
citations and references to fabricated "texts" for the appearance of true
scholarship. The confusion that Lovecraft has generated by the
"Necronomicon" is an example. The book never existed anywhere but in
Lovecraft's imagination. The mad arab author was a childhood fantasy
playmate he created after reading the Arabian Nights. But look at the
results! Madcap pursuits of lay-folk searching the globe for forbidden
texts! Although Lovecraft did write criticisms, he was primarily an author,
not an academic.

Someone more akin to Eco in his literary intent would be Thomas Pynchon.  I
do believe that "Crying of Lot 49" has more in common with "Foucault's
Pendulum" than the Illuminatus work.  I haven't read any of the Illuminatus
work, but that is my guess.

I hope the poster is correct and that some group of academics will
eventually publish an annotated version of "Pendulum" or at least a
Reader's Guide to the same. The "Name of the Rose" Guide really helped me
while reading "NotR."

Mark Dickson
University of Louisville
mfdick01@ulkyvm.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 91 15:38:00 GMT
From: fweaver@bigvax.alfred.edu ("J. SCOTT WEAVER")
Subject: Heinlein

cplma@marlin.jcu.edu.au (Lynn Alford) writes:
>I have, for the first time, read Heinlein's Space Cadet.  I noticed that
>the Patrol always adds four names to any role call (I know, it's a bit
>hard to miss.  They make a real point of it.)  I know that Dahlquist is
>from the story 'The Long Watch' which can be found in the The Past Into
>Tomorrow collection.  Where might I be able to find the stories of Martin,
>Rivera (sounds familiar), and Wheeler?

While there are references to the Four in other Future History stories,
Heinlein never detailed any of them except Dahlquist.  I always assumed
that they were part of the common background of the series and not intended
to be developed into separate stories.  Unfortunately, the modern trend is
to exploit every possible reference as a hook for a derivative work.  This
often leads to dilution of a good idea by a lot of mediocre sequels.  In
his early days, RAH could paint a world with a few strokes and created a
bunch of them.  His later attempts to tie it all together do contain some
good bits, but are too contrived and lack the magic of the earlier work.

J. Scott Weaver
fweaver@bigvax.alfred.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 91 05:04:19 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: RAH / Dahlquist-Martin-Rivera-Wheeler

fweaver@BIGVAX.ALFRED.EDU ("J. Scott Weaver") writes:
>> cplma@marlin.jcu.edu.au (Lynn Alford) writes:
>> I have, for the first time, read Heinlein's Space Cadet.  I noticed that
>> the Patrol always adds four names to any role call (I know, it's a bit
>> hard to miss.  They make a real point of it.)  I know that Dahlquist is
>> from the story 'The Long Watch' which can be found in the The Past Into
>> Tomorrow collection.  Where might I be able to find the stories of
>> Martin, Rivera (sounds familiar), and Wheeler?
>
> While there are references to the Four in other Future History stories,
> Heinlein never detailed any of them except Dahlquist.  I always assumed
> that they were part of the common background of the series and not
> intended to be developed into separate stories.  Unfortunately, the
> modern trend is to exploit every possible reference as a hook for a
> derivative work.  This often leads to dilution of a good idea by a lot of
> mediocre sequels.  In his early days, RAH could paint a world with a few
> strokes and created a bunch of them.  His later attempts to tie it all
> together do contain some good bits, but are too contrived and lack the
> magic of the earlier work.
  
I've always felt the character of "Manning" in "SOLUTION UNSATISFACTORY"
(ASTOUNDING, May '41) would fit one of the descriptions of the Four in
SPACE CADET" with only a name change.  I believe it was the basic plot he
had in mind at the time.

Of course, there's no way to verify this now.
 
...save that "Manning" was the name chosen for one of the cadets in the
"TOM CORBETT, SPACE CADET" series that was originally rooted in RAH's
"SPACE CADET," and we know that Roger Manning's dad died a considerable
hero, and was posthumously awarded the "Solar Medal."

Coincidence?

*grin*   been waiting *years* to point that out to someone.

------------------------------

Date:    Fri, 28 Jun 1991 2:38:39 CDT
From: HIGGINS@fnalc.fnal.gov (Bill Higgins)
To: cplma@marlin.jcu.edu.au
Subject: The Space Patrol and Tom Corbett (was: Hein

Lynn Alford (cplma@marlin.jcu.edu.au) writes of Heinlein's *Space Cadet*:
>the Patrol always adds four names to any role [sic] call... I know that
>Dahlquist is from the story 'The Long Watch'... Where might I be able to
>find the stories of Martin, Rivera (sounds familiar), and Wheeler?

Good question.  Short answer: Nowhere.

Heinlein must have had "The Long Watch" in mind when writing *Space Cadet*.
(In that story, Lt. Dahlquist foils a coup attempt at a nuclear-armed Space
Patrol base on the Moon.) However, the world (or should I say Solar System)
of *Space Cadet* is incompatible with that of the Future History collection
of stories.  I think he put in the three other guys to create a sense that
the Patrol had a long tradition of heroism, and to suggest that there were
other untold tales of the Space Patrol.  But to my (fairly extensive)
knowledge, he never published any account of Martin, Rivera, and Wheeler.

While we're talking about *Space Cadet*, let me bend the thread: can anyone
tell us the exact relationship between Robert Heinlein and *Tom Corbett,
Space Cadet*, the popular TV show of the fifties?  I have heard that RAH
provided the show with a format, or outline, or something.  They may also
have had Willy Ley as a technical adviser.

(Yes, I already know that Heinlein worked on screenplays for two films,
*Destination Moon* and *Project Moonbase*.)

I was born a bit too late to see the big wave of space-adventure shows.  I
did dig out a tape of a *Tom Corbett* episode at Chicago's Museum of
Broadcast Communications once a few years back.  Not too impressive.  I
also have a couple of the books based on the series.  Hey, they were cheap.

Bill Higgins
Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory   
Internet: HIGGINS@FNAL.FNAL.GOV 
Bitnet:   HIGGINS@FNALB.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 91 03:36:28 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: was: Re:  George O. Smith

hobbit@ac.dal.ca writes:
> Fair warning time. I read THE COMPLETE VENUS EQUILATERAL because it was
> supposed to be good stuff from the golden years of ASTOUNDING.  [...]
> The VE stories have no wooden characters, stupid dialogue, ridiculous
> plots, and obsolete technology.  Admittedly, the tech was probably really
> impressive when it was written, but now it's painfully primitive. (It
> requires a huge installation in space to man a communications relay
> platform that can do less than any of the hundreds of satellite relays we
> have in Earth orbit now, for example.) There was good stuff written Way
> Back Then (tm) that can survive the obsolescence of its technology; VENUS
> EQUILATERAL is not it.

There are many reasons "VENUS EQUILATERAL" is still in print; among these
are its importance in the history of the SF field.  Secondarily, things
used in the VE stories were incredibly breathtaking at the time of writing;
the very first story contains what may be the first, most effective
description of multiplexing data streams seen in fiction, accompanied by a
clean, dramatic description of the operation of a massive communications
net.  Never mind that we've long since passed that level of technology;
what we have NOW grew out of what we had THEN, and G.O. Smith was a
communications engineer par excellence.  This is a case where one decade's
SF is predictive, and then becomes the next decade's technical history
lesson in fictional form.

Smith's "VENUS EQUILATERAL" started as the most hide-bound, classic,
well-founded "hard" SF of the year, and with successive stories, progressed
into Hamiltonian superphysics and technoid fantasy; but en route, it
described inventions, concepts, technology, and most importantly, the
*attitudes* and *techniques* used by professional engineers who twiddle
with things to find ways to do them better.  The only story ASTOUNDING
story of that era that dealt with these things as effectively was G. Harry
Stine's "GALACTIC GADGETEERS," in the May '51 issue.

Sorry you didn't enjoy "VENUS EQUILATERAL," but it's as much a part of our
history and microculture as Gernsback, Hamilton, E.E. Smith, and Campbell
himself.

Just one story, "LOST ART," the one dealing with the discovery of the
Martian power-transmission tube, taught kids who read the magazine more
about engineering problem analysis and technical procedures than any amount
of textbooks; and got them interested!!!
 
I know an archaeologist who got into her field solely because of two SF
stories - "LOST ART" by George O. Smith, and "OMNILINGUAL" by H. Beam
Piper.  She'd love to stumble over a lost tech civilization, but in the
meantime she has a ball running her ham radio station from place like the
digs at Tel Dor.
 
Yes, Venus Equilateral is dated, pulpy, and hokey.  It's also honest, a
breath of clean air from another era, and a reminder of a time when to be
an SF reader meant you also fiddled with tubes, condensers, and coils in
the garage. It wasn't any "golden era" (even a used 27A triode still cost
two bits in those days, but the surplus WWII gear was adaptable for ham
channels...)  but it *was* a happier, more challenging time.  It was *FUN*.
 
At one point, all readers of a FAPA or APA mailing were used to the idea of
cutting an antenna to an approximation of resonant length, and then
twiddling it to frequency with a variable condenser, even the English
majors.  Now, 98% of the readers of this topic can't tell a Hartley
oscillator from a Colpitts (much less a Pierce, which is really funny,
considering all the SF that J.R. Pierce, PhD, wrote under the name "J.J.
Coupling.").
 
If it's not to your taste, it's a free country; but try to remember where
it came from, and how much it meant to some of us at the time!

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 91 19:40:32 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: George O Smith

George O Smith's "Venus Equilateral" is an amazing book.  It is a
collection of short-stories, each of which presents a technical problem
dealing with space travel or space communications.  The good guys from the
Venus Equilateral promptly solve each one.

The stories start out relatively unambitiously, just setting up the scene
of a great bunch of guys on a space station bristling with camaraderie as
they joyously tinker with gadgets.  But then the hired drudges of their
rival company (Terran Electric?) come up with some new gadgets which their
unscrupulous boss promptly uses to the detriment of Venus Equilateral.  The
good guys of Venus Equilateral fend with innovative defensive
modifications, each time coming out ahead, but eventually they innovate
themselves out of a job, causing society at large to restructure itself in
the bargain.

The beauty of the book is that it was written over a long period of time,
so that the problems are extremely well thought out, and are varied.  Best
of all, the gibbledygook explanations make sence.  They may be wrong, but
they are brilliantly laid out, with the way one thing follows from the
next, and they are clearly described in straight-faced doubletalk which is
great fun to read.

I once saw a list of Heinlein's favorite sf writers in "Expanded Universe",
and George O Smith was 2nd or 3rd on the list.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jun 91 02:37:13 GMT
From: al157961@mtecv2.mty.itesm.mx (Fernando Careaga S.)
Subject: Tolkien's Books

   Does anybody has a complete list of J.R.R. Tolkien's books?

   Or a list about all books around Tolkien's World, including Chistopher
Tolkien's books (Middle Earth history). How many books mades the
collection?

   I heard that J.R.R. Tolkien's letters is out of print, is it true?

   Any information concerning this topics will be welcome.

   Thanks in advance.

Fernando Careaga Sanchez
Bitnet: PL157961@TECMTYVM
Internet: PL157961@TECMTYVM.MTY.ITESM.MX

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 91 05:56:14 GMT
From: microsoft!t-ericg@beaver.cs.washington.edu (Eric GORR)
Subject: Tolkien

   I have read the Hobbit and Lord of the Rings series several times and
have enjoyed them.  How are the "History of Middle Earth" books and the
others which go into more detail of this world?  Are they just as good?
Did you enjoy reading them?

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 91 18:57:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: Re: _Chung Kuo_

I thought I would avoid the whole discussion on the Chung Kuo series by
David Wingrove, but I thought I should put in my two cents' worth for the
benefit of innocent SF readers out there:

When I read the first book, I stopped very quickly to read and began
skimming (i.e., turning a page every two seconds) until I reached the end.
IMHO, this book is garbage: granted, the cover was attractive, the synopsis
sounded interesting and David Wingrove is a reasonably good writer, but
that's *it*.  I may be coming on a bit strongly here, but this book exactly
reminds me of watching one of those soap operas that seem to infest most TV
channels nowadays; this is startingly remisniscent of Dallas' first
episode.  All the unbridled greed and lust and vice is here exposed and
while relatively innocent characters are defamed, tortured or assassinated,
the most depraved and machiavellian ones easily gain the upper hand and
meet with success after success in between their treasons, rapes and
whatnot.  The only good thing one can say about it is that it is a
page-turner, if a slightly sordid one.

When the second book came out, after reading so many favorable reviews, I
thought maybe I had been unfair and so borrowed it yesterday from the
library: the second book is just as bad, the characters as predictable as
puppets and the different plots just as used as ever.  The interesting
part, i.e., the differences implicit in a Chinese-dominated culture is not
really exploited and more and more indications are given that the story
will reveal how the *true*, 'western' past was a lot better and all that.
Nauseating.  In fact, it ranks about the same level as _Servant of the
Empire_, the recent sequel to _Daughter of the Empire_: where _DoE_ was a
relatively good story, _SoE_ was really irritating in the inherent
comparisons it made between the Empire and the other, western-like
civilization of Mara's slave/lover.  This type of propaganda for our own
civilization is reminiscent of war-time propaganda movies and I, for one,
can do without those political tracts.  (Don't get me wrong, the Western
culture is my own, it is just that I dislike being told what to think).

In a word, do not buy these books under *any* circumstances.  If you
actually enjoy watching soap operas, feel free to borrow them from your
public library, but even so I would recommend waiting after the whole
series has been published, because otherwise you will forget half the
characters and plots (not that you should care...)

If you are looking for good SF/F with Chinese characters or Chinese
background, you should try Barry Hughart's (sp?) _Eight Skilled Gentlemen_
and all his previous books.  There is also a book in the Fairy Stories
collection that was quite good: _The Nightingale_ by Pamela Dean I think?

A.M.B

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Miscellaneous - Feminism in SF (4 msgs) & Immortals &
                           Limp SF (7 msgs) & Info Wanted & Hard SF
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Date: 14 Jun 91 14:35:18 GMT
From: mkkuhner@codon2 (Mary K. Kuhner;335 Mulford)
Subject: Portraying female characters

After a long discussion of plausible and implausible female characters in
novels, my boyfriend and I came to the conclusion that what's often jarring
about female characters is that they don't seem appropriate to the society
they're in.  I don't mean that a woman character has to conform to her
society's standards of femininity in order to be plausible; far from it.
But if she defies those standards, deliberately or otherwise, she'll tend
to be aware that she's doing so and that it has certain consequences.  It's
the lack of this awareness that will make her seem unreal.

If you take a strong male character and transform him into a female, the
result is often implausible because someone with that temperment, growing
up in a sexist society, would be *aware* of biases against her and would
react to them in some fashion.  There's no "right" or "wrong" reaction, but
it doesn't make sense if the character is oblivious to her society's
expectations.

(Conversely, if a woman's society is shown as *not* being sexist, then her
attitudes shouldn't reflect modern sexism.  I've seen a few female
characters supposedly from egalitarian societies who still had the hang-ups
about "Can I really do this?  I'm female" left over from our past.)

It's jarring to have a character who can't be understood as coming from her
background, whether she accepts it, rebels against it or does something
more complex.

In stories where the society is fairly egalitarian, and where sexual
politics aren't a theme, one can sometimes do a global search-and-replace
on the gender of a character with no harm to the book.  I don't feel
there's anything wrong with being able to do this - the influence of gender
on personality can be much less than the influence of other traits.  But in
a society with different expectations for men and women, the character's
reaction to those expectations, if it comes into the story, as it very
often will, does serve to differentiate male and female characters.  They
live in different environments, and something is wrong if this doesn't have
*any* effect on the way they think or behave.

I'll recommend James Schmitz' _The Demon Breed_ as an example of a novel
where one could change the main character's gender harmlessly, but she
doesn't feel (to me anyway) implausible as a woman at all.  It's especially
striking given that the book is copyright 1968.  (It's a terrific book,
too.)

Mary Kuhner
mkkuhner@genetics.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jun 91 04:41:36 GMT
From: mamcconnell@happy.colorado.edu
Subject: Re: good stories with female protagonists

Has anyone else read Persia Wooley's Guenivere Cycle?  The first book is
_Child of the Northern Spring_, followed by _Queen of the Summer Sky_.
(Might be Summer Stars) They are very enjoyable, with just a touch of magic
and lots of period accuracy to them.

Now there's a female protagonist I like.

Mark A McConnell

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 91 12:51:31 GMT
From: markn@mot.com (DX560 Mark Nowak)
Subject: Re: good stories with female protagonists

How about Cirroco Jones in John Varley's Titan series?  One of the most
enjoyable series I've ever read!

Anybody know what John Varley is up to now?  I wish he would continue the
series, but that's doubtful.

Mark S. Nowak
markn@mot.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jun 91 19:56:13 GMT
From: esury@warwick.ac.uk (Andy Smaller)
Subject: Re: good stories with female protagonists (was femininist sf)

How about Jonathan Wylie's "The Unbalanced Earth", featuring a young woman
who is fed up with life on the small islands and seeks adventure on the
recently-appeared southern continent (recently appeared? Yup, read the
earlier trilogy "Servants of Ark". :)

Andy Smaller
University of Warwick
esury@uk.ac.warwick.cu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jun 91 13:29:34 GMT
From: taram@imag.imag.fr (Ollivier TARAMASCO)
Subject: Re: Immortals

sam@dac.mdcbbs.com writes:
>Regarding books about immortality, some years ago I read a pair of books
>by a French S/F writer named Rene Barjavel.  The books were titled " The
>Immortals " and "The Ice People".  

Rene Barjavel (died 1982) was not only a S/F writer, he also wrote some
scenario (as the famous (in France) Don Camillo)

> "The Immortals" dealt with an immortality drug that made the condition
> contagious.  Those infected were placed on an island and enclosed in a
> controlled environment.

The French title of this novel is "Le grand secret". It is probably one of
the best novel by R. Barjavel. The story deals with a French woman who is
looking during 20 years after her lover, who was placed on an island
(between Alaska and the USSR I think) because he is contagious and because
Immortality would be a disaster for Humanity. This book is good because you
don't know what is the "Great Secret", you have some clues all along the
book.

>The Ice People" revolved around the discovery of the remnants of an
>ancient civilization under the Antarctic ice, including a pair of humans
>in suspended animation.

The French title of this book is "La nuit des temps". I don't remember
very well what happen in this book, I only know that it is a mixture
between a SF and a love story with no happy end.

Bajavel wrote some other novels as "Ravage" which deals with Energy, and
Ecology (writen in the 40') and "Le voyageur Imprudent" which is about Time
travel.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 21:59:33 GMT
From: kwatts@tahquitz.eng.sun.com (Kevin L. Watts( ESG! ))
Subject: Limp SF!

   How about sharing your candidates for the category LIMP SF! Not SF that
has the redeeming quality of being truly BAD, but those selections that
just didn't do ANYTHING for you.  Let the nominations begin.

Kev

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jun 91 03:56:06 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Re: Limp SF!

kwatts@tahquitz (Kevin L. Watts) writes:
>How about sharing your candidates for the category LIMP SF! Not SF that
>has the redeeming quality of being truly BAD, but those selections that
>just didn't do ANYTHING for you.  Let the nominations begin.

I'll bite: _Killishranda_ (ok, so I can't spell it).  What a waste.  It
read like an outer-space romance novel.  Bleah.

(BTW, I did find _Crystal Singer_ to be a reasonable good book, just to put
things in perspective.  Enough so to read the sequel...)

Dave Schaumann
dave@cs.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jun 91 02:32:55 GMT
From: xanthian@zorch.sf-bay.org (Kent Paul Dolan)
Subject: Keith Laumer's _Zone Yellow_ Re: Limp SF!

kwatts@tahquitz.Eng.Sun.COM (Kevin L. Watts( ESG! )) writes:
> How about sharing your candidates for the category LIMP SF! Not SF that
> has the redeeming quality of being truly BAD, but those selections that
> just didn't do ANYTHING for you. Let the nominations begin.

Well, I'd like to place a recent real stinker up for nomination, Keith
Laumer's _Zone Yellow_; starting with a great parallel universe concept, it
proceeds to feature gaping plot continuity holes (anyone who can explain
the hole at page 98 by anything but criminally bad editorial review is a
more forgiving person than I), wooden characters, completely bogus
motivations, nonsensical technology, etc. ad nauseum.

I've been angry with Laumer for years as the Retief series kept appearing
repackaged with fresh titles and covers and unchanged prose to suck away my
SF dollars by fraud and deceit; _Zone Yellow_ suggests a reason: he has
completely lost the ability to craft fiction. No more KL for me, ever. Sad
fall of an author who's written so much enjoyable fiction in the past.

Kent
xanthian@Zorch.SF-Bay.ORG
xanthian@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 91 01:09:12 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: The Decline of Laumer (was Keith Laumer's _Zone Yellow_ Re: Limp SF!)

xanthian@zorch.SF-Bay.ORG (Kent Paul Dolan) writes:
>Well, I'd like to place a recent real stinker up for nomination, Keith
>Laumer's _Zone Yellow_; starting with a great parallel universe concept,
>it proceeds to feature gaping plot continuity holes (anyone who can
>explain the hole at page 98 by anything but criminally bad editorial
>review is a more forgiving person than I), wooden characters, completely
>bogus motivations, nonsensical technology, etc. ad nauseum.

   Has Laumer written *anything* worth buying in the last 15 years or so?
He had a mediocre serial in Analog sometime in 77 or 78, and everything
since (Especially since 'Star Colony' in 81) then has been poorly written
or recycled material. It almost makes one wonder if he has some medical
condition dating from the late 70s interfering with his ability to work.
 
>I've been angry with Laumer for years as the Retief series kept appearing
>repackaged with fresh titles and covers and unchanged prose to suck away
>my SF dollars by fraud and deceit; _Zone Yellow_ suggests a reason: he has
>completely lost the ability to craft fiction. No more KL for me, ever. Sad
>fall of an author who's written so much enjoyable fiction in the past.

   I haven't bought the recycled stuff (I check content before buying short
story collections; some authors seem to delight in packing 3 anthologies
with 2 anthologies worth of stories). Did they at least mention the reprint
status on the copyright page?

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 91 20:03:21 GMT
From: lim@freezer.it.udel.edu (Julie Lim)
Subject: Re: Limp SF!

   I will probably incur many flames from this, but I'd nominate Melanie
Rawn's books. I read her first two this weekend, _Dragon Prince_ and _The
Star Scroll_, and neither of them really "came alive" for me. It all seemed
a matter of "here are N people and their friends and relatives, and here's
what happens to them." I never became very interested in any of the
characters; I simply finished the books out of a vague curiosity about what
happened in the end, and out of a stray sense of tidiness. Once I start a
book, I like to finish it, that's all. I'll probably read _Sunrunner's
Fire_ this week for the same reasons, but I don't expect much from the
experience.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 91 17:36:34 GMT
From: cottreauti@watt.ccs.tuns.ca
Subject: Re: Limp SF!

   "The Winter of the World" series by Michael Scott Rohan is an excellent
example of a limp series.  I didn't even realize it until I started
thinking about it. The book just didn't seem to have any spirit, the
battles and the dinners eaten were both described at the same level of
excitement - low.  The books weren't BAD in any way, there were even some
good ideas (magesmithery for one), but the book read like an encyclopedia.

Travis

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 91 19:47:32 GMT
From: pss1@kepler.unh.edu (Paul S Secinaro)
Subject: Re: Limp SF!

cottreauti@watt.ccs.tuns.ca writes:
>"The Winter of the World" series by Michael Scott Rohan is an excellent
>example of a limp series.  I didn't even realize it until I started
>thinking about it. The book just didn't seem to have any spirit, the
>battles and the dinners eaten were both described at the same level of
>excitement - low.  The books weren't BAD in any way, there were even some
>good ideas (magesmithery for one), but the book read like an
>encyclopedia.

(Minor SPOILERS)

   I'd have to mildly disagree.  I really liked the first two books, but I
thought the third book spoiled the series a bit.  I found it to be just the
opposite of limp - it was a little too overdone for my tastes.  I guess
even a fantasy novel can overdo the "special effects", what with the
thermonuclear explosions and all.  I also felt that the way Rohan tried to
give all the fantasy elements a scientific basis was far-fetched (i.e. we
are supposed to believe that Elof's flying suit was really made out of
carbon composites and powered by solar energy collectors in the form of
gemstones - give me a break!)

   Despite these flaws, I still was moved by the ending.  It gave me the
same sort of feeling of sadness/despair that I got when reading, say,
_Childhood's End_ or _The Forge of God_.

Oh, by the way, here are a couple of my nominees for limp SF:

Pern
   Okay, so you've got dragons flying around and thread falling from the
sky, but, really, what's the POINT of it all?  I enjoyed the books while I
was reading them, but after I finished, I asked myself the above question
and couldn't answer it.  I only read the first three, though.  Maybe it
gets to the point later on.
   I guess if you consider the books as simply a set of stories about
people on this wonderful world of Pern, then the series probably will work
for you.  I tend to prefer Cosmic Battle Between Good and Evil(tm) books
when reading fantasy, so that's probably why I had this reaction.

Amber
   Same problem as with Pern.  Lots of palace intrigue, backstabbing, etc.,
but I couldn't see what end the series was moving towards.  Again, if you
like palace intrigue novels, you'll probably feel differently.
     One thing that sort of annoyed me about these books was that Zelazny
kept telling us how Amber was the ultimate reality, and everything else was
just a mere shadow of it, but he never seemed to tell us WHY Amber was so
much better than any other reality.  It didn't seem to have any special
qualities that made me think, "Yes, this truly must be the center of all
reality".

   I did like Farmer's _World of Tiers_, which I believe predated the Amber
books.

Paul Secinaro
Synthetic Vision and Pattern Analysis Laboratory
Department of Computer and Electrical Engineering
University of New Hampshire
(603) 862-3287
pss1@kepler.unh.edu
p_secinaro@unhh.unh.edu   

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jun 91 06:44:40 GMT
From: mecewd@jetson.uh.edu (Struble, C.)
Subject: INFO on scientist/engineer SF writers needed

  I'm looking for information on SF writers who are either practicing
and/or degreed scientists or engineers, or who formerly were and became
writers. I'm interested primarily in "hard SF" writers, i.e., people who
put their expertise to use in their stories. Obvious examples would be
Robert Forward and James P. Hogan, but there must be plenty of others.
  I'm interested in the extent to which such writers and their ideas have
directly influenced SF (through writing) as opposed to indirectly (through
"doing science"), and how their views of the future might differ from those
of other SF writers, particularly more literary writers.
  Any information would be appreciated. This would include:

  1) bio info. (what they did/do before coming full/part time SF writers)
  2) interviews (why they became SF writers, etc.)
  3) list of published stories (even partial lists would help)
  4) book reviews (including by net users)
  5) any suggestions on where to find this stuff?

  Perceptions of the importance/impact/quality of the scientist/engineer
writer on SF are also welcome.
  Thanks in advance.

Christian Struble
Mechanical Engineering
University of Houston/NASA-JSC
mecewd@jetson.uh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 91 01:39:37 GMT
From: JAHB@ns.cc.lehigh.edu (Jennifer A. Heise)
Subject: What is hard SF?

Look, I'm new to the newsgroup (so don't flame me, please) and I gave up SF
for the most part, about 5 years ago.

But, is hard SF the fiction about "technical problems"? I distinctly
remember getting tired of stories with little characterization and lots of
made-up science, or even real science for that part.  Is this what people
mean by Hard SF - the main character is technology?

Even if you don't follow me, you could offer classifications for any or
all of the following (as Fantasy, SF, Hard SF, Soft SF):
   The City, Not Long After
   Cyteen
   Number of the Beast
   Friday
   Dragonsdawn
   Alan Dean Foster's "Flinx" books
   Marion Zimmer Bradley's "Darkover" books (not the Friends of Darkover
      ones)
   Bio of a Space Tyrant (don't criticize, just classify,please!)

Thanks!

Jennifer Heise

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Date: Tue, 2 Jul 91 08:38:18 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Change

A few digests ago, I mentioned that there would be an important message
concerning the fate of the Digest.  This is it.  It is important that
everyone read this message as it will affect you.  Whether it will affect
you for the better or not is your own opinion.  At the end of this message
will be instructions on how to respond to this.  DO NOT REPLY TO THIS
MESSAGE WITHOUT FOLLOWING THE INSTRUCTIONS.

For many years, since its formation to match the Digest on the (then)
ARPAnet, the USEnet group rec.arts.sf-lovers has been gatewayed to the
Digest.  The method used, given available networking software has been to
have every message that comes in from the ARPAnet/Internet/Bitnet side to
automatically go into the newsgroup so that discussions could continue
there in a timely fashion.  All messages directed to the newsgroup (from
either side of the gateway) were automatically sent to me for processing as
moderator of the Digest.

Recently however, certain people on the USEnet side of the gateway have
decided that they are unhappy with the current situation and wish to change
it.  Some of these people have specifically said that they objected to
postings that came from the Digest side.  The discussion on the changes
started unofficially about a month ago and have now become an official
discussion in the USEnet news hierarchy.  Since all of you will be affected
by these changes should they be implemented, I decided to share with you
the proposal as it currently stands and give you the opportunity to let
your voice be heard.

I will not exlicitly state my opinions here.  My opinion has already been
stated in the appropriate places when the discussion arose.  I will however
point out that parts of my statements are included in the text of the
proposal and some of them have been taken out of context.  Parts of my
statements to the newsgroups which contained facts that formed the basis of
my opinion have been ignored or excised from the portions included in the
proposal.  If you read the proposal you may see why.  As an aside, when
reading the proposal, consider the fact that the person who wrote it does
not subscribe to the Digest and has admitted elsewhere that he does not
know what it looks like.

What I would like to do here is point out that, should this proposal go
through, it is likely that the Digest will undergo major changes.  I'm not
sure yet the extent of these changes nor am I certain that the needed
changes are possible to implement.  One thing seems clear - the proposed
changes will make it difficult, if not impossible for you, the people
reading the Digest, to participate in the discussions.  As things currently
stand, you will be able to read the discussions taking part in the USEnet
groups but, will be unable to participate.

If you would like to read the entire proposal for yourself you may do so.
I have placed a copy of the message, as distributed, in the archive
directory.  The filename is split.proposal.  As with all of the files in
the archive, it is available via anonymous ftp from elbereth.rutgers.edu.

I believe that, since I took over the Digest in 1983, I have done a
competent job in moderating the traffic, preparing the Digest and keeping
the discussions going to the best of my abilities.  I believe that
SF-Lovers Digest has become an important service to the people reading it.
Things such as the episode guides and other files in the archives have
become invaluable to some.  With this proposal, the Digest is likely to
change.  One possibility is that the Digest will once again grow (as it did
when I took over) or it may disappear (temporarily or permanently).  Read
the proposal and decide for yourself.

If you wish to comment on this proposal, I have set up a special address so
that the mail will reach the correct news group.  The address to send your
comments to is SF-LOVERS-PROPOSAL@ELBERETH.RUTGERS.EDU.  If you reply, be
sure to include those specific portions of the proposal (not this message)
which you agree or disagree with so that the people on the USEnet side are
able to follow your points.

The discussion period will last a month (starting the 1st of July) before a
vote is taken on the proposal.  I will attempt to keep you informed when a
vote takes place or of any changes in the proposal.

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jul 91 23:23:27 GMT
From: RMARTIN@utcvm.bitnet (Drew Martin)
Subject: Elizabeth Boyer

   I've read as many of her books as I could find.  Her basic world for her
series is based heavily on Norse tradition and myths. It is also one of the
best done jobs of anyone I've read who have used Norse myths.  She doesn't
hedge herself in by using only actual myths.  She adds them when needed,
but they fit well into the world view and the story itself.  The story
structure (the way it is written, not the setting) is just like modern
fiction, for those of you who are turned off by the style of the Sagas.

Richard Andrew(Drew) Martin

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jul 91 12:05:34 GMT
From: ross@buphy.bu.edu (John Ross)
Subject: Anthony Burgess' language(s)?

I heard that the language(s) used in the movie "A Quest for Fire" was(were)
constructed by the well-known British author Anthony Burgess.  Do any of
you sf-lovers have any info about this? I haven't seen the movie - how
does the language sound?

John B Ross
ross@buphy.bu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jul 91 21:11:09 GMT
From: ST602429@brownvm.brown.edu (Bill Sherman)
Subject: Card's Xenocide

   _Xenocide_ is now out in hardcover, as I suppose many of you know, and I
just finished reading it yesterday.  I am a big Card fan, and I think that
his Ender books are some of his best, but my initial feelings about this
book are a bit ambivalent.  He accomplished some incredible things, but he
also lost, or skipped some of the things in the series that were already
there and very good.

**SPOILERS**

   The biggest problem with the book is that he turned the series from
science fiction to fantasy.  In the earlier books, his handwaving
explanations for the ansible and Jane were within the realm of suspended
disbelief, but by the time _Xenocide_ ends, they have out and out magic
(what you think about appears).

   Another problem with the book is that Ender, Val and Peter aren't quite
as impressive, or interesting.  Indeed, with all those geniuses walking
about Card was forced to ignore too much: Plikt wasn't fleshed out
sufficiently, Novinha dropped to virtual insignificance, Miro wasn't wise
or good enough, you don't even meet any of Valentine's children, and worst
of all, Ender has no children!  I was very disappointed with this, the
indications from the end of SFtD were that he would have children, and I
really wanted to meet them.  Also, I would have liked to see more of the
piggies as interesting individuals, not merely self-sacrificing martyrs who
dance on and off the stage in a few pages.

   On the other hand, I think Card's genius shines in how he aged the
characters in the books so intelligently.  Only being 22, I haven't really
had much opportunity to see how people change in the long term, but it
seems to me that Ela, Olhado, Quim, Quara and Grego all were very
convincing adults given their childhoods.  And while I found Novinha
somewhat more annoying and stupid than I thought she should have been after
25 years and Ender's ministrations, she was self consistent in a twisted
sort of way.
   I also thought that the part of the story which dealt with the world of
Path was fairly well done (far better than the novella in _Analog_, though
the changes were very small).
   Incidentally, Card seems to want to rewrite _Ender's_Game_ because he
changed what happened in the old version of the book.  In _Xenocide_, they
state that Peter didn't allow Ender to come back to Earth, while in the
original EG, it was Valentine who prevented his return.
   I was wondering what people think the prospects for another book in the
series are.  There is lots to find out about what Peter does, and what the
effects of the new technology are, and of course, there's still the
Lusitianian Fleet out there, with orders to shoot to kill, but somehow, it
seems so obvious by this point that they'll all live happily ever after
that I can't see getting a whole other volume out of the series.
   Personal e-mail responses welcome,

Bill Sherman

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jul 91 20:35:26 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Subject: _Xenocide_ by O. Scott Card (no spoilers)

I am probably going to be one of the lonely here, but I was disappointed by
Xenocide.  It didn't have, to me, the impact that the novella "Ender's
Game" or _Speaker For the Dead_ did.  The subtheme about Gloriously Bright
was the most interesting to me, even though it was a bit preachy towards
the end (but, then, sometimes life is like that).  Ender has changed
incredibly, and I walked away with the impression that he was only a minor
character.

All in all, it just didn't interest me too much.  It also read very much
like _'Prentice Alvin_, and that surprised me.  I don't know *why* it did,
but surprise (and disappoint a bit) it did.

All in all, I would probably have to recommend that any but the most
die-hard fans wait until the paperback comes out.

Sean Eric Fagan
sef@kithrup.COM

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jul 91 01:35:12 GMT
From: gacohen@phoenix.princeton.edu (Geoff Alexander Cohen)
Subject: Re: Card's Xenocide

ST602429@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Bill Sherman) writes:
>   I was wondering what people think the prospects for another book in the
>series are.  There is lots to find out about what Peter does, and what the
>effects of the new technology are, and of course, there's still the
>Lusitianian Fleet out there, with orders to shoot to kill, but somehow, it
>seems so obvious by this point that they'll all live happily ever after
>that I can't see getting a whole other volume out of the series.  

I have to agree.  A couple caveats first: 1) Since it is Card, writing, it
is written very well.  2) Since it is Card writing, it verges on being very
preachy at times, although he stops just short of it.

But although it started out very strong, it simply didn't leave me with the
sense of real power that the original Novella Ender's Game, or the first
two novels did.

Yes, I am curious to what Peter and umm... Ms. Mu will do, but I don't
really care.  I'd rather Card write a new Alvin book.  Ender is just
getting old, the plot AND the character.

But I am left with one big question: what is the Chinese pictograph inset
on the cover and on all the chapterheads?  Xenocide, presumably, but maybe
it is Gloriously Bright or something.  Anyone read Chinese?

Geoff Cohen

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jul 91 03:33:16 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: _Xenocide_ by O. Scott Card (*yes* spoilers)

sef@kithrup.COM (Sean Eric Fagan) writes:
>I am probably going to be one of the lonely here, but I was disappointed
>by Xenocide.

I don't think so.  I think lots of people are going to feel disappointed,
or even cheated, by Xenocide.

SPOILERS ho:

The early parts of the book are good.  I'm not the biggest Card fan, but I
admire his compassion (at least in his fiction writing) and his feel for
the moral difficulties of good people, and in Xenocide he sets up the
difficult situations of the many characters believably.  Then he *totally
weasels out*.

Ender's party has three or four extraordinarily difficult problems that
they *have* to solve and they have to solve all of them to survive intact
(or at all).  These are scientific problems, based on some of the most
intractable problems of physics and biology, and it's clear that no one in
Ender's time has even a clue as to how to proceed.  Various characters are
randomly thrown together and somehow magically generate insights into these
problems (and raise all kinds of moral dilemmas in the process).

OK, so far so (sort of) good; it's not that different from the usual
semi-hard SF where the problems of the world are solved by geniuses working
against the clock.  Only what really happens (I'm serious about SPOILERS
here) is that they solve one problem and then go to a place where wishes
come true, and all their problems are solved.

Seriously.  Literally.

Now, this is cheesy enough, from an SF point of view, and the attempts to
make it seem scientific are ludicrous doubletalk, but at least it would
finish the story.  The trouble is, three chapters from the end, Card
introduces an entirely new, absolutely irrelevant twist and (no spoilers
here) it's a *major* one (and, if you want my opinion, a really stupid
one).  Suddenly the entire story lurches off in a new direction, and leaves
the resolution of the old story - the one you spent n hundred pages working
toward, hanging.  The Fleet is on its way to Lusitania?  <smacks forehead>
Oh *yeah*, forgot!

In its defense, lots of it is well done, including the whole story on Path,
and the stories of Planter and Quim.  But I still think some people are
going to feel ripped off by it.  I know I did.  So when Sean says:

>All in all, I would probably have to recommend that any but the most
>die-hard fans wait until the paperback comes out.

I have to wholeheartedly agree.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jul 91 16:33:03 GMT
From: PYC119@uriacc.uri.edu (Tom Linkenback)
Subject: Troika by Louise Cooper

   Has anyone been reading the Indigo series by Louise Cooper that just
came out with it's fifth volume?  Does anyone know why the publisher
(Bantam/Spectra I think) switched cover formats?  or when the next one will
be out? (Next decade considering her schedule lately...)

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jul 91 22:37:49 GMT
From: amadeus@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Susan Harwood Kaczmarczik)
Subject: Re: Troika by Louise Cooper

PYC119@URIACC.URI.EDU (Tom Linkenback) writes:
>   Has anyone been reading the Indigo series by Louise Cooper that just
>came out with its fifth volume?  Does anyone know why the publisher
>(Bantam/Spectra I think) switched cover formats?  or when the next one
>will be out? (Next decade considering her schedule lately...)

I've been sucking it up quite avidly, actually.  I don't know why they
switched cover formats, and I much prefer the older style.  I almost didn't
recognize it for an Indigo book when first I saw it.

And as for the schedule, look what she's been doing.  The Chaos Gate
Trilogy is running simultaneously with the Indigo series, and there are
still by my calculation three books left to go.  With all that, she is
still turning them out on the average of every 6-9 months.  That in my book
does not suck.

Reminds me vaguely of Elizabeth Peters...

But I consider the Indigo books well worth any wait.

Susan Harwood Kaczmarczik
The University of Texas @Austin
amadeus@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jul 91 16:33:03 GMT
From: PYC119@uriacc.uri.edu (Tom Linkenback)
Subject: Perilous Seas by David Duncan

   A series that has been coming out with relative regularity, A Man of His
Word by David Duncan is also on my list of things to talk about - Perilous
Seas recently appeared in the local bookstore, and *I* thought it was
relatively good, starting to get predictable though.  Any idea what Duncan
plans to do next after finishing this series?

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jul 91 20:20:15 GMT
From: HABOURG@brownvm.brown.edu
Subject: Eco's PENDULUM

In a past issue of SF-LOVERS (16/265), Marc Colten wondered if the plethora
of references and citations in FP are to real books, persons, et al. For
the most part they are; caution must be exercised with those references
uttered by certain of the characters, however (Casaubon is generally
reliable, I believe, but beware of those folks who show up peddling
manuscripts at Manutius). There is a guide available - Dizionario di
Pendolo del Foucault, or something like that but, it has not yet been
translated (as far as I know). I can provide more complete bibliographic
data on it if anyone is interested. 

Otto Matec

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Laumer (7 msgs) & Cordwainer Smith (2 msgs) &
                   Request Answer (2 msgs) & Reviews

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 91 18:18:08 GMT
From: sksircar@stroke.princeton.edu (Subrata Sircar)
Subject: Re: The Decline of Laumer

jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll) writes:
>xanthian@zorch.SF-Bay.ORG (Kent Paul Dolan) writes:
>>Well, I'd like to place a recent real stinker up for nomination, Keith
>>Laumer's _Zone Yellow_; starting with a great parallel universe concept,
>>it proceeds to feature gaping plot continuity holes (anyone who can
>>explain the hole at page 98 by anything but criminally bad editorial
>>review is a more forgiving person than I), wooden characters, completely
>>bogus motivations, nonsensical technology, etc. ad nauseum.

I too thought Zone Yellow was a piece of trash that I wish I had not read,
since it tarnished the memory of _Worlds of the Imperium_, which I really
liked.

>Has Laumer written *anything* worth buying in the last 15 years or so? He
>had a mediocre serial in Analog sometime in 77 or 78, and everything since
>(Especially since 'Star Colony' in 81) then has been poorly written or
>recycled material. It almost makes one wonder if he has some medical
>condition dating from the late 70s interfering with his ability to work.

I'll have to check some dates, hang on....

The online-Hypercard stack says that all his novels have been recycled
material (The Stars Must Wait, with the changed ending) but some of the
short fiction isn't too bad.  It is a real shame, though ...

Subrata Sircar
sksircar@phoenix.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jun 91 23:07:54 GMT
From: xanthian@zorch.sf-bay.org (Kent Paul Dolan)
Subject: Re: The Decline of Laumer

jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll) writes:
> xanthian@zorch.SF-Bay.ORG (Kent Paul Dolan) writes:
>> Well, I'd like to place a recent real stinker up for nomination, Keith
>> Laumer's _Zone Yellow_;
>
> ... everything since (Especially since 'Star Colony' in 81) then has been
> poorly written or recycled material. It almost makes one wonder if he has
> some medical condition dating from the late 70s interfering with his
> ability to work.

Good guess; a couple of email correspondents convey rumors that he's had a
fairly severe stroke; sad but explanatory.

>> I've been angry with Laumer for years as the Retief series kept
>> appearing repackaged with fresh titles and covers and unchanged prose
>
> I haven't bought the recycled stuff (I check content before buying short
> story collections; some authors seem to delight in packing 3 anthologies
> with 2 anthologies worth of stories).

I read so much SF, and am so absent minded, this doesn't work well for me.

> Did they at least mention the reprint status on the copyright page?

At least not clearly enough that I realized it at purchase time.

Kent
xanthian@Zorch.SF-Bay.ORG
xanthian@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 91 04:59:20 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: Re: The Decline of Laumer

   It's a matter of record that Laumer had a fairly massive stroke about
twenty years back.  Since he'd quit the Air Force in '65 to be a full-time
writer, he'd only had about a half-dozen years' work as a writer before his
capacities and general physical outlook got seriously damaged.  (He was
born about '25, and served several tours active duty in the AF,
interspersed with stints in college and the Foreign Service.  His FS time
appears to have been about '56 to about '60.)
   Fortunately, despite dire rumors, his intelligence appears unimpaired;
however, I'm sure I see a difference in attitude and the quality of his
writing since then.
   His texts on model building and model aircraft are excellent; they date
from the beginning of the sixties.  I am fondest of his early "IMPERIUM"
yarns, some of his best work; but stop reading after the second one!
   Look for "THE GREAT TIME MACHINE HOAX"; great good fun.
   "A PLAGUE OF DEMONS" was one of the best serials I'd ever read; I still
remember the Ed Emsh illustrations, which were as good as the yarn.  (When
Fred Pohl printed it in serial form, it had a slightly different ending,
which I think I liked better.)
   We won't even mention the quality-level difference between his
prior-to-'70 stuff and his post-'70 stuff; shucks, even most of the recent
stuff beats the heck out of, for example, certain people who write novel
series based on puns, or the products of certain Giants From The Golden
Years who should have quit in the fifties instead of "writing" three
hundred books that are popularized re-writes of previously published
books...

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 91 12:49:11 GMT
From: hobbit@ac.dal.ca
Subject: Re: The Decline of Laumer

I'm curious. I've never read any Laumer, but your comments have me
intrigued.  He must have written something good at some point, or you folks
wouldn't be bemoaning a "Decline".

Which were his good books? (in order, if it matters - is there any way to
make known to publishers that listing an author's previous work in
alphabetical order rather than chronological order is BLOODY USELESS?)

Roald

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 91 16:50:11 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: The Decline of Laumer

hobbit@ac.dal.ca writes:
>I'm curious. I've never read any Laumer, but your comments have me
>intrigued.  He must have written something good at some point, or you
>folks wouldn't be bemoaning a "Decline".
>
>Which were his good books? (in order, if it matters - is there any way to
>make known to publishers that listing an author's previous work in
>alphabetical order rather than chronological order is BLOODY USELESS?)

   Laumer has a number of series, but often order doesn't matter (I have in
mind the Retief stories).

   My personal favorite was 'The Long Twilight' (1969). Don't know why.

   I would recommend his Imperium series: 'Worlds of the Imperium' (1962)
'The Other Side of Time' (1965) and 'Assignment in Nowhere' (1968). These
are parallel timeline SF books. There's an associated main-stream novel
called 'Embassy' (I *think), which has the same main character prior to his
contact with the Anglo-Prussian (?) Imperium.

   For a mind-candy version of the above, try his Layfayette O'Leary books:
'The Time Bender' (1966), 'The World Shuffler' (1970), and 'The Shape
Shifter' (1972), quasi-successful slapstick. There's also the Retief
series, which was funny (for me) for the first couple of collections, but
got tiresome after a bit. View all Retief books with great paranoia,
because the overlap in story content between collections can be very very
very very high.

   Also see 'Dinosaur Planet', which is a time travel story.

   Laumer did a fair bit of work on the theme of superhumans.  Examples
would be 'Plague of Demons' (1965), about alien conspiracies, 'A Trace of
Memory' (1963), and 'The House in November' (1970).

   You may want to hunt up some of his non-Retief collections, like 'The
Best of Laumer' (1977) or 'Bolo' (1976).

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 91 20:00:38 GMT
From: borsom@imokay.cmw.ltn.dec.com (Doug Borsom)
Subject: Re: The Decline of Laumer

Laumer also wrote a crackerjack Chandleresque detective novel, _Deadfall_,
sometime around 1971. I believe that book won an Edgar Award as best
mystery novel of the year.

I second the recommendations of _Worlds_of_the_Imperium_,
_A_Trace_of_Memory_, and _A_ Plague_of_Demons_.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 91 19:55:54 GMT
From: mjh@cs.vu.nl (Maarten J Huisjes)
Subject: Re: The Decline of Laumer

jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll) writes:
>hobbit@ac.dal.ca writes:
>>I'm curious. I've never read any Laumer, but your comments have me
>>intrigued.  He must have written something good at some point, or you
>>folks wouldn't be bemoaning a "Decline".
>>
>>Which were his good books? (in order, if it matters - is there any way to
>>make known to publishers that listing an author's previous work in
>>alphabetical order rather than chronological order is BLOODY USELESS?)
>
>   My personal favorite was 'The Long Twilight' (1969). Don't know why.

One of my favorites as as well, although I kept thinking I read the plot
somewhere before.

[stuff deleted]

>   For a mind-candy version of the above, try his Layfayette O'Leary
>books: 'The Time Bender' (1966), 'The World Shuffler' (1970), and 'The
>Shape Shifter' (1972), quasi-successful slapstick. There's also the Retief

And of course _The Galaxy Builder_ (1984)

>   Also see 'Dinosaur Planet', which is a time travel story.
	
Nope, it's called _Dinosaur Beach_.  _Dinosaur Planet_ is a book by Anne
McCaffrey.

>   Laumer did a fair bit of work on the theme of superhumans.  Examples
>would be 'Plague of Demons' (1965), about alien conspiracies, 'A Trace of
>Memory' (1963), and 'The House in November' (1970).

I recommend _A Trace Of Memory_

Some others listed in Laumer books I have :

  Beyond the imperium
  The breaking earth
  The glory game
  The infinite cage
  Knight of delusions
  The monitors
  Once there was a giant
  The other sky

  Nine by Laumer

Cheers.

Maarten Huisjes
mjh@cs.vu.nl
..!uunet.uu.net!cs.vu.nl!mjh

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jun 91 18:02:23 GMT
From: jcr@mbunix.mitre.org (Rogers)
Subject: Lost SF Novels (Smith & Weinbaum)

     _The_Planet_Buyer_ by Cordwainer Smith, published by Pyramid
          books, October 1974. A shorter version appeared in Galaxy,
          April 1964, under the title "The Boy Who Bought Old Earth."

Grazing at my local used bookstore the other day, I picked up an old
paperback copy of the above. I was surprised to see it at all, because I'd
never heard of it before. At home I have _The_Best_of_CW_,
_The_Instrumentality _of_Mankind_, and _Quest_of_Three_Worlds_. I looked
through the intros and afterwords of these, but found no mention of
_The_Planet_Buyer_. But I did find the following in J.J. Pierce's "About
the Author" notes at the end of _Quest_of_Three_Worlds_: Pierce says that
_Norstrilia_ was first published, in excerpts, in magazines in 1964, then
was broken into two pieces, and published as two separate paperback novels
(with material added). But he doesn't name the novels or their publisher.

So I'm wondering - is _The_Planet_Buyer_ actually 1/2 of _Norstrilia_? If
so, mystery solved. If not, and it's actually another novel, why is it so
rarely mentioned in print? Is it so awful that Smith fans would prefer to
exclude it from his known ouevre [sp?] ?

While wondering about all this, it brought to mind a similar case,
involving a novel called _The_New_Adam_ by Stanley G. Weinbaum. Came across
it in college and was surprised then too, again because I'd never heard of
it.  Went home and read Asimov's intro to _The_Best_of_SGW_, and there was
no mention of it whatsoever. Read the novel, and, while not outstanding, it
wasn't that bad. So what gives here? Why has this book remained obscure,
while SGW's shorts are much more well-known, and his name seems to be
revered generally?

Jeff Rogers

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jun 91 15:14:30 GMT
From: rknowles@garnet.berkeley.edu
Subject: Re: Lost SF Novels (Smith & Weinbaum)

jcr@MBUNIX.MITRE.ORG (Rogers) writes:
>_Quest_of_Three_Worlds_: Pierce says that _Norstrilia_ was first
>published, in excerpts, in magazines in 1964, then was broken into two
>pieces, and published as two separate paperback novels (with material
>added). But he doesn't name the novels or their publisher.
>
>So I'm wondering - is _The_Planet_Buyer_ actually 1/2 of _Norstrilia_? If

Yes, The Planet Buyer and The Underpeople were the two halves of Norstilia
published by Pyramid in the mid '60's.  The Ballantine Norstrilia has
material left out of the Pyramid edition.

>While wondering about all this, it brought to mind a similar case,
>involving a novel called _The_New_Adam_ by Stanley G. Weinbaum. Came
>across it in college and was surprised then too, again because I'd never
>heard of it.

Do you know about Weinbaum's novels The Black Flame and The Dark Other?
The Black Flame was reprinted by Avon about the same time as they did The
New Adam.  The Dark Other was published by FPCI in 1950 and as far as I
know, never reprinted.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 91 23:47:34 GMT
From: ijameson@adelphi.physics.adelaide.edu.au (Pablo Carraso)
Subject: Invisibility

Talk about coincidence.

Someone here asked about a book concerning an invisible man trying to keep
out of the clutches of government agencies.

Two minutes later I'm reading rec.arts.books, or whatever, and someone
posts a short article on book by Kate Wilhelm called "Krazy Time" which
sounds like the book in question.  Spooky.

Speaking of Kate Wilhelm, I heartly recommend "Huysman's Pets".  An
exellent book.

Iain

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 91 01:00:39 GMT
From: whit@milton.u.washington.edu (John Whitmore)
Subject: Re: And yet another book request..Invisible Man??

003@pnet16.cts.com (Lcdr Smith) writes:
>The book came out in about 1988, and was about a journalist from NYC who
>happened to be visiting a research facility when an explosion occurred and
>it somehow rendered him invisible.  (There was also a cat rendered
>invisible) The rest of the book concerned his escapades trying to keep out
>of the clutch of the federal govt/defense dept, who naturally want to
>vivisect him to figure out how to repeat the results.
>
>I could have sworn this book was entitled "The Invisible Man" but Books in
>Print doesn't list anything recently published under that title (other
>than reprints of H.G. Wells' classic).

   _Memoirs of an Invisible Man_ by H.F. Saint is the book you want.
   It was tagged as a mainstream fiction work, so didn't really come to the
attention of the community of SF-lovers.  It sold well, and may still be in
print.  A good public library should be able to find it.

John Whitmore

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 91 21:21:24 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

Title:     Pyramids
By:        Terry Pratchett
Publisher: ROC (December 1990)
Format:    pb, 247pp, $4.50
ISBN:      0-451-45044-2

   Terry Pratchett is the funniest writer in fantasy, and the Discworld
books (of which this is one) are what earned him that palm.  When you buy
this one, be sure to purchase an analgesic with it, because your sides
*are* going to hurt before you've finished reading.  Recommended
enthusiastically.

Title:     Rama II
By:        Arthur C. Clarke and Gentry Lee
Publisher: Bantam Spectra (December 1990)
Format:    pb, 466pp, $5.95
ISBN:      0-553-28658-7

   Once again, Clarke does what Clarke does well...the hard-science epic on
a big scale.  This, of course, is a sequel to _Rendezvous With Rama_; the
Ramans' second worldship has entered the Solar System, and this time humans
are better prepared to investigate it.  Lee's presence seems to inject a
bit more color and characterization into the mix than we'd find in Clarke's
(rather bloodless) solo work.  If explanations for the marvels seem a bit
thin on the ground...well, it's the middle volume of a trilogy.  Enjoy, and
look out for the sequel.

Title:     The Mask of Loki
By:        Roger Zelazny & Thomas T. Thomas
Publisher: TOR (December 1990)
Format:    pb, 340pp, $4.95
ISBN:      0-671-72021-X

   This is a bizarre, original and well-written fantasy novel with a
serious structural flaw.  The authors give us a gripping tale of a mystical
battle spanning centuries and lives, a conflict that pits a line of
near-immortal wizards against the agents of chaos unbound.  Unfortunately,
although the plot resolves, the universe never does.  The revelation we've
been set up to expect, the rules behind the logic of this deadly intrigue,
are never revealed; thus, the denoument and everything that precedes it
seems arbitrary, forced, unreal at the end.  This is frustrating because
this book was *almost* a masterpiece; as it is, it's got Amberitis.  Too
bad...

Title:     The Ring of Charon
By:        Roger MacBride Allen
Publisher: TOR (December 1990)
Format:    pb, 500pp, $4.95
ISBN:      0-812-53014-4

   If you like a healthy megadose of space-opera now and again, as I do,
this book is for you.  Astounding super-science, planet-wrecking
cataclysms, an overwhelming alien menace - this book has got it all.  And
there's more coming (this is just volume I).  Enjoy!

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	    Films - Jacob's Ladder (4 msgs) & Aliens (9 msgs) &
                    Upcoming Movies (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 91 15:49:55 GMT
From: rangarajan-anand@cs.yale.edu (Anand Rangarajan)
Subject: Re: Jacob's Ladder

lintz@cis.udel.edu (Brian Lintz) writes:
>rangarajan-anand@cs.yale.edu (Anand Rangarajan) writes:
>>The movie is definitely about time spent in Purgatory. 
>[Convincing explanation deleted]
>
>I don't think you can say what the movie is *definitely* about.  As I
>commented on in an earlier post, many different interpretations are
>possible to fit this movie. Even if your interpretation is what the writer
>or director intended, it's no better that anyone else's.  Your
>interpretation makes sense, but I don't believe that it is the definitive
>explanation, or that there is a definitive explanation.

I shouldn't have said *definitely*. But the interpretation I gave seems to
have been the writer's intent (IMHO), since he made similar statements in
an interview.

A convincing explanation is almost necessarily viewer dependent. A big hole
in Rubin's screenplay is the hippie chemist.  *If* we accept that the movie
is about time spent in purgatory, how could Jacob hallucinate a hippie
chemist who conveniently tells him about the drug that caused the others to
kill him?  If this too was not real, why the stupid message at the end of
the film (IMHO, no flames please)?

I think (once again in IMHO) that the most interesting aspect of the movie
was the borderline between reality and illusion. *If* it was about
Purgatory, then obviously something was happening to Jacob.  If his dying
mind was collapsing into his soul (Rubin hinted in the interview towards
that interpretation), the problem becomes, how much was his subjective
reality versus a more objective one. One possible explanation: the only
reality is the Light at the top of the staircase and all other people,
objects, events are Jacob's interpretation of this ineffable reality. He
was being guided by the Light via different interpretations that finally
lead him home to the staircase.  The TWIST: Every different interpretation
manifested itself as a different quasi-objective reality for a while until
it broke down because it was not self-consistent.

Since the movie, I've tried reading the ``Tibetan Book of the Dead'' (TBD)
and it seems to be a combination of different recipes for reaching peace by
latching onto good symbolic beings and rejecting the others.  An
interesting point: in TBD, you reach this state of reality but due to a
residue of illusion left, you reject this reality and come back to earth to
be born again (sic). The book didn't make any logical sense, but I think
it's supposed to be taken purely metaphorically.

Anand Rangarajan
rangarajan-anand@cs.yale.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 91 16:23:34 GMT
From: MFDICK01@ulkyvm.bitnet (Mark Dickson)
Subject: re: Jacob's Ladder

A friend pointed out to me that the ending to Jacob's Ladder seemed to be a
blatant cheap escape via Bierce's Occurance at Owl Creek Bridge. I wondered
about that. It's true, but I don't believe that Bierce had any kind of
intellectual copyright on that device. I think it's true that a "mystic,
metaphysical" time sense was in command during the movie, I believe that
Jacob's "mission" was not to accept his death, but to resolve the broken
relationships that were also occurring while he was on his death bed.

One was between his wife and himself after the death of his son. It seemed
that he carried a lot of guilt about that. Another was between his war
buddies and himself. Another was with the guy that discovered the drug. The
point is, Jacob seemed to be on a journey through a surreal landscape in
which his mission (although he did not seem aware of it) was to repair all
the broken relationships in his life before he could earn the beatific
Ladder to heaven. On either side there were Angels (his chiropracter)
aiding his mission and demons (his girlfriend Jezebel) thwarting his
mission. It is interesting that after the final resolved hug between his
wife and himself in the hospital, he was quick to find his way "home" and
his angelic son Gabriel, was there to accompany him into heaven. In fact,
Gabe may have been the architect of the whole journey, wanting his daddy to
make peace with his mommy before HE could ascend the stairs.

I'm glad the thing is out on video now. I'd like to see it again.

Mark Dickson
University of Louisville

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 91 01:45:00 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Jacob's Ladder

rangarajan-anand@cs.yale.edu (Anand Rangarajan) writes:
>One possible explanation: the only reality is the Light at the top of the
>staircase
[. . .]
>The TWIST: Every different interpretation manifested itself as a different
>quasi-objective reality for a while until it broke down because it was not
>self-consistent.

I think this is a very interesting, and very Dickian, take on Jacob's
Ladder.  In fact, it's very nearly a precis of Dick's novel UBIK.  (Well,
if we abstract away from the actual characters, plot, etc. :) I wonder if
Rubin has read Dick?  I wonder why I never noticed this similarity before?

>Since the movie, I've tried reading the ``Tibetan Book of the Dead''

Which, incidentally, is the main metaphysical framework in UBIK.  Hmmm.
Maybe Rubin's the guy to write the long-awaited UBIK screenplay.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 91 17:21:57 GMT
From: kwatts@tahquitz.eng.sun.com (Kevin L. Watts( ESG! ))
Subject: Re: Jacob's Ladder

   The WHOLE thing is Hallucination, Dream, Vision, or what ever you want
to call it, from the time he is wounded, to the time he dies in the field
hospital, except the "Flashes" of being carried through the jungle.

   The main thread seems to be a "Death Experience", with the drug angle
used to explain the unusual circumstances of his death (being killed by his
own men).

   Who knows what it all means? We are never given any reference to his
life, or relationships before the war, so the visions are just delusional
thoughts of a dying man, who is shown if not why he died, at least how he
died.

   Though a thought provoking film, I don't think it does much to enlighten
us as to the plight of the victims of the drug BZ.

Kev

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 91 17:39:08 GMT
From: kwatts@tahquitz.eng.sun.com (Kevin L. Watts( ESG! ))
Subject: ALIENS FOOTAGE

   I recently saw the movie ALIENS aired on television. It seemed to have
ADDITIONAL footage not present in the video in my library. The two scenes
in particular had to do with defenses for the medlab/ops section where they
holed themselves up. The first scene, they set up some kind of automated
cannon thing in the hall outside before they weld the doors shut.  To test
it they throw some piece of debris down the hall past the guns, which track
and blast the thing to bits. The second scene, some aliens mosey up the
hall right into range of the guns and get blown away. The rest of the
aliens back off, and Ripley says something to the effect of "they're
probably looking for another way in."

   I don't recall seeing these scenes in the theater, and they're not on my
video copy. Am I hallucinating or what? Also were there any other
additional scenes that I may have missed?

Kev

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 91 22:08:51 GMT
From: wag@georwell.ebay.sun.com (Rick Wagoner)
Subject: Re: ALIENS FOOTAGE

kwatts@tahquitz.Eng.Sun.COM (Kevin L. Watts( ESG! )) writes:
>I recently saw the movie ALIENS aired on television. It seemed to have
>ADDITIONAL footage not present in the video in my library. The two scenes
>in particular had to do with defenses for the medlab/ops section where
>they holed themselves up. The first scene, they set up some kind of
>automated cannon thing in the hall outside before they weld the doors
>shut.

I too seem to have missed these scenes. But some of my coworkers _swear_
that they were in the theatrical release.

I suspect that my (our) memories of the first time we saw the film in the
theater have been dulled by poorly edited cable movies.

Never mind that fact that they are suppose to be "unedited."
 
Hmmmm...

Rick

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 91 22:29:41 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: ALIENS FOOTAGE

wag@georwell.EBay.Sun.COM (Rick Wagoner) writes:
>I too seem to have missed these scenes. But some of my coworkers _swear_
>that they were in the theatrical release.

   Your coworkers are swearing to shadows. That scene, and the one with
Burke begging Ripley to kill him, were both in the BOOK, but were cut from
the theatrical release, and were NOT restored until this recent, re-edited
version that was played on national television.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jun 91 00:02:11 GMT
From: mkennedy@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mel S Kennedy)
Subject: Re: Added Scenes in tv version of Aliens

  There are several more added scenes in the tv broadcast version.  Added
footage occurs when Ripley is talking to Newt in Medlab, and between Ripley
and Hicks just before Ripley goes back for Newt - they exchange first names
(Ellen and Dwayne [sp?]).

Melita
mkennedy@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jun 91 23:18:46 GMT
From: msmith@proton.tricity.wsu.edu (Mark Smith)
Subject: Re: Added Scenes in tv version of Aliens

mkennedy@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mel S Kennedy) writes:
>  There are several more added scenes in the tv broadcast version.  Added
>footage occurs when Ripley is talking to Newt in Medlab, and between
>Ripley and Hicks just before Ripley goes back for Newt - they exchange
>first names (Ellen and Dwayne [sp?]).

Don't forget the scene with the little beasties breaking into the main
complex from the tunnel.  They put in the scenes where the roboguns are
blowing everything away.  I think that they only showed vids from the
gunsights and not actually of the guns and critters themselves.

Now those roboguns are EXACTLY what I want for deer hunting. ;]

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 91 15:20:24 GMT
From: jsbell@acs.ucalgary.ca (Joshua Bell)
Subject: Re: Added Scenes in tv version of Aliens

msmith@proton.tricity.wsu.edu (Mark Smith) writes:
>mkennedy@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mel S Kennedy) writes:
>>  There are several more added scenes in the tv broadcast version.  Added
>>footage occurs when Ripley is talking to Newt in Medlab, and between
>>Ripley and Hicks just before Ripley goes back for Newt - they exchange
>>first names (Ellen and Dwayne [sp?]).
>
>Don't forget the scene with the little beasties breaking into the main
>complex from the tunnel.  They put in the scenes where the roboguns are
>blowing everything away.  I think that they only showed vids from the
>gunsights and not actually of the guns and critters themselves.
>
>Now those roboguns are EXACTLY what I want for deer hunting. ;]

Also, the scene in/on (?!?) Gateway Station before the conference with Van
Lewen, et al., where Ripley's in an arboretum, looking at her daughter's
pics, death notice, etc. Also, the 'roboguns' are shown in side shots,
firing, but we don't see the Aliens (maybe one shot? Got to watch these
movies again now that my VCR is fixed...)

Speculation: Each 'Sentry Robot' is armed with 500 rounds of ammo. There
were 'Sixty, maybe seventy families' on the colony. That's 210 (@3
people/family) colonists, therefore 210 Aliens max, and 2000 rounds doesn't
even piss them off. Perhaps (speculation time, boys and girls) the
colonists have livestock, which are borrowed by our biomechanical friends.
After the assault on the Operations room, and Medlab, their numbers do seem
to drop, and Ripley makes it into and out of the nest without seeing much
of a resistance.

JoBell@uncamult.bitnet 
jsbell@acs.ucalgary.ca 

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 91 16:31:39 GMT
From: thorwald@spot.colorado.edu (THORWALD GREGORY VERNON)
Subject: Re: Added Scenes in tv version of Aliens

msmith@proton.tricity.wsu.edu (Mark Smith) writes:
>mkennedy@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Mel S Kennedy) writes:
>>  There are several more added scenes in the tv broadcast version.  Added
>>footage occurs when Ripley is talking to Newt in Medlab, and between
>>Ripley and Hicks just before Ripley goes back for Newt - they exchange
>>first names (Ellen and Dwayne [sp?]).
>
>Don't forget the scene with the little beasties breaking into the main
>complex from the tunnel.  They put in the scenes where the roboguns are
>blowing everything away.  I think that they only showed vids from the
>gunsights and not actually of the guns and critters themselves.

There were some scenes of the fracas in the tunnel, i.e. lots of alien body
parts being shot apart.  I think that there were 4 robo-guns; the first two
ran out of ammo then later the second two ran down to a bare handful of
rounds before the alien hoard gave up and went off to look for a
better/easier way in.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 91 21:56:44 GMT
From: kwatts@tahquitz.eng.sun.com (Kevin L. Watts( ESG! ))
Subject: Aliens III

Actually this is about LV426. The colonists didn't find the aliens
themselves.  Burke had to direct them where to look. So it must have been
pretty far away.  Possibly far enough to survive the nuking of the colony
site. So all those eggs found by the Nostromo crew should be there
waiting...

What was that title again?

Aliens III:
   Judgement Day?
   Son of Alien?
   Return of the Alien?
   Bride of Alien?
   Pen and Teller meet the Alien?
   The Voyage Home?
   Aliens Do Dallas?
   Aliens Take Manhatten?
   The Rebirth?
   The Lost Episodes?
   The Last Crusade?
   Bambi vs the Alien?
   Aliener?
   The Last Temptation of Aliens?
   Alien Detective?
   Alien Cop?
   Alien! Alien!?
   Green Card?
   Alien Grafitti?
   The New Batch?
   Alien on the Roof?

Kev

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 20:28:50 GMT
From: greg@hoss.unl.edu (Life...)
Subject: Re: Aliens III

kwatts@tahquitz.Eng.Sun.COM (Kevin L. Watts) writes:
>Actually this is about LV426. The colonists didn't find the aliens
>themselves.  Burke had to direct them where to look. So it must have been
>pretty far away.  Possibly far enough to survive the nuking of the colony
>site. So all those eggs found by the Nostromo crew should be there
>waiting...

This was mentioned in the Dark Horse "Aliens: Earth War" series, where they
wake up Ripley not far from LV-426, and let Newt and Hicks continue on to
Earth, with her in more adventures.  Apparently the ship is outside
Nebraska. :-) They did say that it got further damage from the shockwave of
the blast.

>What was that title again?

I heard "Aliens III: Long Live the King", but as such it is still only a
rumor.  I can't remember where I saw/heard it.

greg@hoss.unl.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jun 91 19:11:13 GMT
From: toerting@kentvax.mcs.kent.edu (Tim Oerting)
Subject: Rumor of new SF flick!

There has been a rumor going around about a new Battlestar Galactica
screenplay being considered by a Japanese production company who is buying
copyrights from Universal Studios.  The storyline concerns the Cylons
finding Earth! including surviving cast members in their original roles. It
is unknown if Glen Larson is involved or not.  

Contact: 
   Universal Studios / Battlestar Galactica
   c/o Sidney J Sheinberg
   100 Universal City Plaza
   Universal City, CA   91608
to see if we can get some information or details on this.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jul 91 15:17:14 GMT
From: GRDN@marist.bitnet ("Dan Newcombe", Graphics Research Group)
Subject: Upcoming Movies...

From Starlog:
(Dates are subject to change)
July:
  Terminator 2: Judgement Day
  Bill and Ted's Bogus Journey
  101 Dalamatians(Re-Release)
August:
  Beastmaster II: Through the Portal of Time
  A Gnome named Gnorm
  Suburban Commando
  Mom and Dad save the World
  Body Parts
September:
  Late for Dinner
  The Dark Half
  The Fisher King
  Freddy's Dead: The Final Nightmare
October:
  Child's Play 3
  WaxWork II: Lost in Time
November:
  Beauty and the Beast (Animated)
  Fern Gully
  An American Tale: Fieval goes West
  Free-Jack
  ALIEN 3
  Radio Flyer
December:
  Hook
  Memoirs of an Invisible Man
  Star Trek VI : The Undiscovered Country
  The Addams Family
  RoboCop 3

Enjoy.   

Dan

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	   Miscellaneous - Hard SF (7 msgs) & Party at Westercon

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 91 16:18:24 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: What is hard SF?

JAHB@NS.CC.LEHIGH.EDU (Jennifer A. Heise) writes:
>Look, I'm new to the newsgroup (so don't flame me, please) and I gave up
>SF for the most part, about 5 years ago.  But, is hard SF the fiction
>about "technical problems"? 

   Not necessarily, though it can often end up that way. Hard SF is
supposed to be SF that only extrapolates technology to what we have VERY
good reason to believe is possible and that uses that technology properly;
you don't HAVE to focus on the technology for hard SF, but whatever tech
you see has to be RIGHT.

>all of the following (as Fantasy, SF, Hard SF, Soft SF):

   Let me add "Medium" as a classification; using semi-rational
explanations for the far-out elements and not so wild as to use psi powers
or similar stuff)

>The City, Not Long After

   Never read it.

>Cyteen

   Haven't gotten to that one, but I did read another in the series;
assuming no major changes, it's a Medium.

>Number of the Beast

   Between soft SF and Sheer Fantasy.

>Friday

   Medium

>Dragonsdawn

   If it is the same as the original Dragon books, Soft.

>Alan Dean Foster's "Flinx" books

   Somewhere between Medium and Soft; Normally Psi would bump you into the
Soft category for me, but Foster's approach in those books is so
matter-of-fact and the troubles Flinx has with the talent so reasonable
that I find myself just accepting it.

>Marion Zimmer Bradley's "Darkover" books (not the Friends of Darkover
>ones)

   Somewhere between Soft and Fantasy. They try to explain off the things
they do with "psi", but I see a lot of stuff in there that I'd just call
Magic and have done with it.

>Bio of a Space Tyrant (don't criticize, just classify,please!)

   Haven't seen it.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 91 14:54:04 GMT
From: hobbit@ac.dal.ca
Subject: Re: What is hard SF?

JAHB@NS.CC.LEHIGH.EDU (Jennifer A. Heise) writes:
> But, is hard SF the fiction about "technical problems"? I distinctly
> remember getting tired of stories with little characterization and lots
> of made-up science - or even real science for that part.  Is this what
> people mean by Hard SF - the main character is technology?

Well, yes, there was a lot of really bad stuff (IMHO) turned out with no
characterization whatsoever that's not worth reading anymore because the
tech is obsolete and the "story" is non-existent. _Venus_Equilateral_ is
the example that leaps to mind.

I've always understood Hard SF to be anything that takes the laws of
physics _very_ seriously, and tries to investigate their consequences.
Anderson's _Tau_Zero_ is a good example: a good deal of description is
spent describing just how the Bussard ram-jet works, and how an
inter-stellar expedition might be put together, and how the ship might be
designed.

Bad characterization is not pre-requisite. Try reading "Ode to Joy" by Dean
McLaughlin in this month's Analog. The story revolves around a group of
scientists working against the clock to get an experimental machine working
to save a life. Tautly plotted, emotionally intense - reminds me of a
well-written war novel, except they're not trying to blow up the Guns of
Navarone.

Just a few random notes.

Roald

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 91 14:35:37 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: What is hard SF?

JAHB@NS.CC.LEHIGH.EDU (Jennifer A. Heise) writes:
>Look, I'm new to the newsgroup (so don't flame me, please) and I gave up
>SF for the most part, about 5 years ago.

So the remaining little part is why you're here? Or do you mean you gave up
SF but not F? Or that you're changing your mind? Or are you just a plant, a
spy sent here by the mundanes to keep an eye on us? Ve haf vays ov makink
people talk!

>But, is hard SF the fiction about "technical problems"?

More or less. And that *is* precisely what one magazine, Analog, wants.

>I distinctly remember getting tired of stories with little
>characterization and lots of made-up science - or even real science for
>that part.  Is this what people mean by Hard SF - the main character is
>technology?

No, no, no! That's simply bad writing (usually, anyway). All genres have
zillions of examples of novels with horrendous or non-existent
characterization, it doesn't matter if it's hard sf or soft sf or fantasy
or romance or mystery or spy or horror or western etc.

Sturgeon's Law: "90% of *everything* is crap!"

However, it often turns out that people are more forgiving of crap in one
category than in another, because they like other elements enough to make
up for e.g. bad characterization. Just a matter of taste. Some people read
mysteries avidly and don't even notice a lack of characterization in some
novels because the puzzle in the story is so well done; then they turn
around and try e.g. science fiction (or fantasy or...) written at
approximately the same level of skill, and are not especially turned on by
the science (or magic or...), and hence notice and are turned off by the
bad characterization (or other faults).

This even goes so far that there are books that are considered classics in
any given genre that actually are not all that well written in terms of the
classic literary virtues, but do have other elements important to the genre
in question that are extremely well done and/or is historically important.
Someone from outside the genre hears that and tries it and and isn't into
the Aspects of that genre, hates it and concludes that the whole genre
sucks.

By the same token, every genre contains some rare writers who write rare
books that are so good that they really do not have any literary faults,
even when critiqued by an (honest) reviewer unfriendly to that genre.

Some people will still not like those, either because they don't care for
literary virtues (there are lots of people who e.g. don't give a fig about
characterization), or even actively dislike the core elements of the genre
(e.g. a technophobe reading SF).

>Even if you don't follow me, you could offer classifications for any or
>all of the following (as Fantasy, SF, Hard SF, Soft SF):

No thanks.

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 91 18:17:45 GMT
From: howell@grover.llnl.gov (Louis Howell)
Subject: Re: What is hard SF?

resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor) writes:
> Let me add "Medium" as a classification; using semi-rational explanations
> for the far-out elements and not so wild as to use psi powers or similar
> stuff)

Won't work.  Consider Niven's Known Space series.  Most people would
consider this hard sf, but it includes psionics (mass detector, Gil the
ARM, plateau eyes, grogs/Thrints), FTL travel, gravity generators (just as
bad as FTL), more unlikely materials than I can remember, and even a gene
for luck!  What makes it hard sf is the emphasis on "what if?" plots.  The
science and technology drive the stories, while the characters (if you can
call them that) are really just along for the ride.  What individuals think
and feel is rarely important to this type of plot - there are few choices,
and many of those are "choices" between [understand the situation and
succeed] and [fail to figure it out and die].

In order to be any good, a hard sf story must at least be internally
consistent.  Consistency with science-as-we-know-it is another big plus,
but somewhat less critical.  These are not the qualities that make it hard
sf; that is determined by the importance of the sci/tech to the plot.  You
could write a good hard sf story about dragons.  Make them a genetically
engineered species, or aliens.  It would be hard sf if the story
concentrated on how they get enough biochemical energy to fly, or what
their effect would be on world ecosystems.  It would not be hard sf if it
was about some kid making friends with a dragon, or about attempts to save
an endangered dragon species on some distant planet, if you could keep the
same plot but replace the word "dragon" everywhere with, say, "elephant".

All this is IMHO, of course, but I think it makes much more sense than
concentrating on how plausible the extrapolation is.  Given any statement
of the form "If it has QQQ it can't be hard sf," I bet I can come up with a
counterexample.

Louis Howell
nazgul@llnl.gov

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 91 22:02:45 GMT
From: francis@zaphod.uchicago.edu (Francis Stracke)
Subject: Re: What is hard SF?

doug@netcom.COM (Doug Merritt) writes:
>JAHB@NS.CC.LEHIGH.EDU (Jennifer A. Heise) writes:
>>But, is hard SF the fiction about "technical problems"?
>
>More or less. And that *is* precisely what one magazine, Analog, wants.

Why do you say this? I admit there is a good deal of technical stuff in
Analog, but that's far from the only content.  Consider "A Prayer for Saint
Brigit," or "Shaman," for example.  Or, as another good one, there was "The
Soul of the City" a few years ago: there was a new technology involved, but
it wasn't described in detail, the main character was not involved in its
creation, and it was viewed as an opponent.  (The technology was a nanny to
make surfaces stay clean by causing anything placed over it to fall off;
the time required depended somehow on the thickness.  The main character
was a street kid, a graffiti artist, who took a judo approach and used the
nanny himself to [a] protect his works and [b] make his pictures change
with time.)

Francis Stracke
Department of Mathematics
University of Chicago
francis@zaphod.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 00:10:17 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: What is hard SF?

francis@zaphod.uchicago.edu (Francis Stracke) writes:
>doug@netcom.COM (Doug Merritt) writes:
>(Jennifer A. Heise) writes:
>>>But, is hard SF the fiction about "technical problems"?
>>More or less. And that *is* precisely what one magazine, Analog, wants.
>
>Why do you say this? I admit there is a good deal of technical stuff in
>Analog, but that's far from the only content.

Yes. But I say that for the simple reason that that's *exactly* what the
editor (Stanley Schmidt) asks for in their writer's guidelines!

Note I said what they *want*, not "all that they publish". :-)

I can quote that part of the guideline if anyone is still dubious.

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 91 18:59:52 GMT
From: aaron@serss0.fiu.edu (Aaron)
Subject: Re: What is hard SF?

I wouldn't presume to comment on the other books you mentioned, but I will
for MZB's Darkover works.  What Bradley does with Darkover would, for the
most part, be categorized as Fantasy, though there are certainly elements
of SF involved.  _StormQueen_, _HawkMistress_, _The Forbidden Tower_, these
are all fantasy with elements of SF (the aircar which Allart and his father
take in from Nevarsin in _SQ_, for example, being the influence of SF in
one of these pieces; or the presence of the Terran Federation, in _Sharra's
Exile_, which book takes place for the most part entirely off of Darkover).
Certain of the stories in the anthologies range from one end of the
spectrum to the other - _Spell Sword_ comes to mind.  And then there are
the stories which one could categorize as almost completely SF - _Darkover
Landfall_ is about the best example I can think of.  I guess what this all
adds up to is that Bradley's Darkover often falls in either Fantasy or SF,
and oftentimes both.

Regards.

Stanley

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jul 91 08:00:33 GMT
From: eps@toaster.sfsu.edu (Eric P. Scott)
Subject: RSVP for @! Party at Westercon 44

"No, I'm not Punxsutawney Phil," exclaims the small furry creature, still
not quite used to the light.  I'm the @! Badger with a small announcement
for those of you who'll be joining me in Vancouver for Westercon mere days
from now!

Yes, there will be an @! party.  Exactly WHERE is yet to be determined -
you'll find that out at the con.  However, let it be known that there are
TWO parties in the same place.  I should rephrase that - there's really
only one party, but it's on TWO DAYS.  The posted @! signs will only show
the second day: Saturday.  The party actually happens ->Friday<- and
Saturday.

Friday's party is officially a "closed" party.  Your invitation to attend
is the ever-popular (and collectable) @! badge bearing your name and e-mail
address.  If you'll be at Westercon, you need to send e-mail NOW to:

   w-badger@toaster.sfsu.edu

With your preferred Internet-reachable or registered UUCP site e-mail
address (it has to get to you), and your mundane name.  If you regularly
haunt more than one address, I can usually get up to three to fit but,
please don't ask unless it's really important to you; this has to be
processed as a special order.  Also, please don't send me multiple
addresses in the same domain, or both a UUCP and domain name for the same
site.

"What if I'm not on Internet or UUCP?"

Basically, if you can exchange e-mail with Internet, you qualify.
AppleLink, CompuServe, MCI Mail, PeaceNet, SPAN, etc. are OK.  America
Online, GEnie, etc. are NOT.  BIX only if you're a DASNET subscriber.
FIDONET is OK if it actually gets to you.

"Can I have both my Internet address and GEnie address on a badge?"

Yes, as a special order.

"Can I bring guests?"

Yes, but they'll need badges too.  Send their names along with your
request; they'll get "guest of" badges.

"Can I send information for someone who can't send e-mail but has access to
commercial services?"

You can send it, but without an Internet-reachable component it would be
generated as a guest badge.

"Are the badges the same as last year?"

Yes and no.  While the basic format is the same, the specific artwork
changes with each production run.  Also, last year's badges were a little
too labor-intensive, so there won't be any moving parts this time around,
sorry.

"Can I get in with last year's badge?"

Well, we probably won't turn you away, but there are (believe it or not)
some forgeries floating about.

"Can I wear an anonymous badge?"

No.

"What do badges look like?"

Well, if you speak PostScript, they look something like:

%!PS-Adobe-2.0 EPSF-2.0
%%DocumentFonts: Helvetica Times-Bold Times-Italic
%%Title: atbang.eps
%%BoundingBox: 0 0 253 163
%%Pages: 0
%%EndComments
%%EndProlog
(someone@foo.com) (\(Your Name Here\))
.5 setgray
.36 setlinewidth
0 1 moveto 0 162 rlineto 252 0 rlineto 0 -162 rlineto closepath stroke
1 setlinewidth
/Times-Bold findfont 140 scalefont setfont
(@!) 252 1 index stringwidth pop sub 2 div 45 moveto show
0 setgray
/Times-Italic findfont 24 scalefont setfont
252 2 index stringwidth pop sub 2 div 117 moveto exch show
/Helvetica findfont 18 scalefont setfont
252 1 index stringwidth pop sub 2 div 37 moveto show
%%Trailer

I said "something like" - the above is extremely simplified and doesn't
include the "limited edition" portion.

"What about people who don't get to read this stuff on usenet?"

I'll have to give you an "I don't quite know yet."  Normally we'd have a
certain number of "blank" badges available, but with our usual calligrapher
unavailable, we may not be able to provide on-site badging.  All the more
reason to e-mail in advance!

"This must be really expensive!"

No kidding.  Donations are gladly accepted.  Costs of the @!  party are
borne by individuals.  They wouldn't mind seeing some of it back.  Poor
student types, etc., don't worry about it.  Just show up.  Those of you
enjoy @! parties and want to see more like them in the future, we'll take
your money.  Not now.  When you get there.  There is no set upper bound on
donations we'll accept, so don't feel bad about making LARGE contributions.
If you're REALLY crazy, you can be an @! volunteer.  Especially if you'll
have a car in Vancouver and can find your way around.

"When's the deadline for getting information to you?"

NOW!  RIGHT NOW!  w-badger@toaster.sfsu.edu (Some sites will receive this
article too late...)

The badger glances at his watch, turns pale white, and rushes for the door,
screaming "I'm late!  I'm late!"  A pink rabbit banging a drum appears from
nowhere, strolls across the room, flashes a grin, and vanishes just as
quickly.

EPS

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	  Books - Asimov & Card (3 msgs) & Dick & Eco (2 msgs) &
                  Eddings & Gemmell (2 msgs) & Gerrold (2 msgs) & 
                  Reviews & Request Answers (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 91 00:16:04 GMT
From: 003@pnet16.cts.com (Lcdr Smith)
Subject: ASIMOV ON A SLUMP

Hmmmm... I quit reading the Foundation series awhile ago for much the same
reason I quit reading the Dune series - if everything  is predictable, and
the writing doesn't carry you away, dullsville.  However, I did making
the egregious error of purchasing _Nemesis_ about a year ago, shortly
after it came out.  This book was trash. A crock. Horribly written.
Repetitive. Boring. Based upon an interesting, even inspired, premise, it
was all downhill from there.  The scenes where the mother did nothing but
moan about her inability to influence her daughter, while something all 
parents go through, were repeated over and over, ad nauseum.  Moreover,
I found it difficult to suspend my disbelief regarding the virtually 
telepathic ability of the whiney, ugly, thoroughly dislikeable primary
character to read body language.  I never was able to get the moon to 
rotate in the correct direction in my head, although I would hesitate to
challenge Asimov's mathematics.  The sensor devices the ships used to
detect intelligence across the length and breadth of the solar system
somehow managed to completely overlook the colony ship, but found the
tiny emplacement on the moon.

I could go on and on.  If I hadn't been stuck in an airport terminal, and
if I hadn't kept thinking, "No, it _can't_ be this bad!  Asimov is a decent
author, surely this book will improve!"  I would never have finished the
book.  I left it on the plane, for some other poor sucker to find, but not
to have to spend money on.  And swore off Asimov forever.  And now I've
finally gotten this off my chest, whew!!!

Avoid this book at all costs!!!      

Sheri
UUCP: humu!nctams1!pnet16!003
ARPA: humu!nctams1!pnet16!003@nosc.mil
INET: 003@pnet16.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jul 91 13:47:54 GMT
From: hychejw@infonode.ingr.com (Jeff W. Hyche)
Subject: Re: _Xenocide_ by O. Scott Card (*yes* spoilers)

rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (Rod Johnson) writes:
>sef@kithrup.COM (Sean Eric Fagan) writes:
>>I am probably going to be one of the lonely here, but I was disappointed
>>by Xenocide.
>
>I don't think so.  I think lots of people are going to feel disappointed,
>or even cheated, by Xenocide.

   I wasn't disappointed by Xenocide, but it didn't grab me the way Ender's
Game and Speaker did.  Of the three I think Xenocide is my least favorite
book.  It's been a year since I read Ender's Game but I remember every line
of it.  I'm have problems with some of the lines in Xenocide now.

SPOILERS ho:

   The biggest problem I had with the story was the way he dealt with Jane.
I had become to think that Jane was apart of the network.  When they cut it
off she would be dead.  I knew from real early in the book that the Bugger
Queen was responsible for Jane's creation from the Fantasy Game at Battle
School.
   I also didn't think the FTL starship should have been in the book at
all.  Faster Than Light travel should have been left out.  So should have
been Peter.  He is dead leave him dead, but now I want a fourth book to
find out what Peter and Val do.
   I got the impression that what the last few chapters were getting geared
up to do was to sell a fourth book.
   The story of Path I liked. 
   As for the preaching, I expected that, After all this is Orson Scott
Card.

>>All in all, I would probably have to recommend that any but the most
>>die-hard fans wait until the paperback comes out.
>
>I have to wholeheartedly agree.

   I don't.  If your not a die hard fan of Card wait.  But if you collect
his works get the hardback.  Now for that 4th book.

Jeff Hyche           
hychejw@infonode.ingr.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jul 91 21:41:39 GMT
From: ST602429@brownvm.brown.edu (Bill Sherman)
Subject: Card's _Xenocide_

gacohen@phoenix.princeton.edu (Geoff Alexander Cohen) writes:
>I am left with one big question: what is the Chinese pictograph inset on
>the cover and on all the chapterheads?  Xenocide, presumably, but maybe it
>is Gloriously Bright or something.  Anyone read Chinese?

I was wondering about that too.  Fortunately, one of the guys in the house
I live in is from China (barely speaks English), so I asked him.  He said
he didn't know, but one part of the word was dragon and the other part was
knife.  I guess that could be the Chinese for Xenocide, but who knows?

Bill Sherman

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 91 02:29:42 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Card's _Xenocide_

ST602429@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Bill Sherman) writes:
>I was wondering about that too.  Fortunately, one of the guys in the house
>I live in is from China (barely speaks English), so I asked him.  He said
>he didn't know, but one part of the word was dragon and the other part was
>knife.  I guess that could be the Chinese for Xenocide, but who knows?

It may be an ideographic combination that is common only in Japanese, only
in Korean, only in some dialect of Chinese other than the one your roommate
speaks/reads, it could be an ancient ideogram that only a scholar would
know, or it might simply be a very uncommon ideogram, in infrequent wide
use but not all that commonly known to the average Chinese.

Unfortunately it turns out that asking someone, although you might get
lucky, frequently does not get the answer you were looking for.

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jul 91 13:43:38 GMT
From: CH454000@brownvm.brown.edu (Grant Goodyear)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #266

It should be mentioned that "penultimate" does NOT mean ultimate.  The word
actually means "next to last."  I haven't read the book, but perhaps this
will help the title to make sense (or maybe the author didn't know any
better, either?).

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jul 91 13:39:37 GMT
From: colten@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (marc.colten)
Subject: Re: Eco's PENDULUM

HABOURG@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU writes:
> In a past issue of SF-LOVERS (16/265), Marc Colten wondered if the
> plethora of references and citations in FP are to real books, persons, et
> al. For the most part they are; caution must be exercised with those
> references uttered by certain of the characters, however (Casaubon is
> generally reliable, I believe, but beware of those folks who show up
> peddling manuscripts at Manutius). There is a guide available -
> Dizionario di Pendolo del Foucault, or something like that but, it has
> not yet been translated (as far as I know). I can provide more complete
> bibliographic data on it if anyone is interested. 

I appreciate the comments.  If anyone has heard of an English version of
this book I'd be interested in hearing of a source.  The frightening thing
about this thread is that it leads to the same question that Eco's
characters had to answer - did he "invent" a conspiracy, or "discover" one.

There were so many references in FP, including those about the Templars
escaping in a hay wain (no mention of this in "The Murdered Magicians"
which is the only other Templar related book I've read), secret passages
under towns, similarities between THE PROTOCOLS OF THE ELDERS OF ZION and
other tracts.  That is the kind of thing I wonder about.  Does the
"Dizionario" go into that or only the references in the chapter headers?

Marc Colten

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 91 00:14:22 GMT
From: miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu (Mike Odeen)
Subject: Re: Eco's PENDULUM

> The frightening thing about this thread is that it leads to the same
> question that Eco's characters had to answer - did he "invent" a
> conspiracy, or "discover" one.

Either I read too much or you've missed something bigtime while reading
FP.  The whole point (well, one of the whole points) was that given enough
material everything can be connected, related, associated in just about any
way that any reader could imagine. Ack. the whole thing was just...

a bunch of rosey Christians...

Michael J. Odeen
miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 91 04:02:31 GMT
From: rimovsky@ux1.cso.uiuc.edu (Tony Rimovsky)
Subject: David Eddings: The Belgariad and Mallorean

I was just wondering what people think of these (this, really) series.  I
just fininshed The_Seeress_of_Kell and I thought that all of these stories
were great. (I read the Mallorean series in 4 day, and I worked 30 hours
and took classes!!)  I don't think I ever read things that fast unless I am
not doing anything else.  Anyway, an opinions?  What about the basic plot
devices and ideas on religion?  Has anyone read them?

TSR

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jul 91 11:03:09 GMT
From: pmv@stl.stc.co.uk (Paul M. Venkatesh)
Subject: Re: David Gemmell

kruger@socrates.umd.edu (Jonathan Kruger) writes:
>ele9102@CDC835.CDC.POLIMI.IT (Francesco Marcolla) writes:
>If you like Gemmell's writing, you may also enjoy _The Book of Years_, a
>trilogy written by Peter Morwood.  Just make sure you skip _The Warlord's
>Domain_.  It was written as a continuation of the trilogy, and it only
>serves to dull the pleasure of the first three books.

Is _The Book of Years_ the trilogy about Aldric Talvalin comprising the
three books _The Horse Lord_, _The Dragon Lord_ and _The Demon Lord_?

I've never seen anything published in the UK by Morwood called _The Book of
Years_.

Gemmell's books seem quite widely available here although I wish his
publishers would stop initially releasing the books in large format.  Apart
from the fact they don't fit on my bookshelf, they are hideously expensive.
- - #7-95 (where #=pounds sterling) for a paperback! (==$14 at 1.75$ to the
pound exchange rate)

I've got a copy of _The Warlords Domain_ but have not read it yet (Well
I've read the first 20 pages about 4 times but it didn't seem to make me
want to read the rest :-)

Paul Venkatesh
pmv@bnr.co.uk

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jul 91 20:24:11 GMT
From: kruger@socrates.umd.edu (Jonathan Kruger)
Subject: Peter Morwood (was Re: David Gemmel)

pmv@stl.stc.co.uk (Paul M. Venkatesh) writes:
>Is _The Book of Years_ the trilogy about Aldric Talvalin comprising the
>three books _The Horse Lord_, _The Dragon Lord_ and _The Demon Lord_?

That's it.  The idea is that the story is a translation of a document
written in in archaic English.  There is a "quote" from the mythical "Book
of Years" in the preface to each of the first three books.

I also noticed that Peter Morwood authored at least one of the Star Trek
novels.  I don't read them, so I have no idea if it's any good.

Jonathan Kruger
kruger@socrates.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jul 91 22:27:08 GMT
From: bsu-cs!bsu-ucs!00kepulver@iuvax.cs.indiana.edu
Subject: Gerrold/Heinlein separated at birth?

Is it just me or is David Gerrold's entire War of the Chtorr series just a
longer version of Heinlein's Starship Troopers?  The scenes in his book in
the classroom are more than vaguely reminiscent of the ones in Starship
Troopers.  Likewise for the character Solomon Short in book 2 or 3.
Nothing against Gerrold, I liked the books but, he shouldn't keep borrowing
ideas from other [and better] writers.

   Tribbles are flat cats with the serial numbers filed off.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 91 02:08:28 GMT
From: djheydt@garnet.berkeley.edu
Subject: Re: Gerrold/Heinlein separated at birth?

00kepulver@bsu-ucs.uucp writes:
>Tribbles are flat cats with the serial numbers filed off.

Unintentionally, as I understand it.  Somebody at Paramount caught it (in
any major studio they have a Research Department which researches only one
question: "Is there anything in this screenplay for which we can be sued?")
and they wrote to Heinlein for permission.  Heinlein, giving permission,
said essentially: "No problem.  He did it differently; he did it well; and
besides, _I_ got the idea from "Pigs Is Pigs."

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 91 21:24:03 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

This is January releases #1.

Title:     Eight Skilled Gentlemen
By:        Barry Hughart
Publisher: Doubleday (Jan 1991)
Format:    tpb, 255pp, $10.95
ISBN:      0-385-41710-1

   Barry Hughart does it again in this sequel to _Bridge_Of_Birds_ and
_The_Story_Of_The_Stone_, giving us an utterly delightful mix of comedy,
orientalia, high fantasy and murder mystery as Master Li and Number Ten Ox
struggle to solve a series of gruesome murders in the Forbidden City of
Peking, circa A.D. 650.  If you haven't read these books, *run*, do not
walk, to your nearest bookstore and get them.  Just the first scene, set at
a public execution that turns into a mad cross between a Lovecraft scenario
and a Marx Brothers movie, is worth the price of admission by itself.

Title:     Summertide
By:        Charles Sheffield
Publisher: DelRey (Jan 1991)
Format:    pb, 281pp, $4.95
ISBN:      0-345-36937-8

   This is volume one of "The Heritage Universe", a tasty space opera for
sophisticates that looks like it's set to wring some new life from the SF
cliche of a vanished forerunner race of Builders.  Their huge,
incomprehensible artifacts, salted throughout the Spiral Arm, have begun
changing in inexplicable ways.  To those few who can see the pattern, the
focus of this activity is the otherwise unexceptional double planet of Opal
and Quake, about to undergo a harrowing periastron passage called
Summertide.  Specialists from throughout known space are converging there
in search of insights into the nature and fantastic technologies of the
Builders.  The expectable intrigues and dramas ensue, all competently
written, but the real interest is the puzzle Sheffield is sending us.  I'll
look forward to the next book.

Title:     Nicoji
By:        M. Shayne Bell
Publisher: Baen (January 1991)
Format:    pb, 243pp, $3.95
ISBN:      0-671-72034-1

   Orson Scott Card loves this novel, but I can't for the life of me figure
out why.  It's a painfully obvious take on H. Beam Piper's _Fuzzy_Papers_,
complete with cute fuzzy exploited aliens talking in a language humans
can't hear.  Bleagh.  Avoid.

Title:     Conan the Guardian
By:        Roland Green
Publisher: TOR (January 1991)
Format:    pb, 280pp, $3.95
ISBN:      0-812-50961-7

   Ho-hum.  More routine hack-and-slash.  I must admit to liking Green's
version of Conan better than most, though, as he actually shows some
glimmerings of intelligence once in a while.  More than anything else,
though, this makes me wonder when the #@&$ _Wandor's _Battle_ is finally
coming out...

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 91 23:04:26 GMT
From: jsloan@ncar.ucar.edu (John Sloan,8292,SCD)
Subject: Re: question?

JBTUCK01@ulkyvm.BITNET (Jeff Tucker) writes:
> Can anyone tell the title of a sci-fi novel with the word "killdozer" in
> it?

I'll take a stab: "Killdozer", a novella by the late Theodore Sturgeon,
about a construction crew on a deserted tropical island with a D-7
bulldozer possessed by an alien energy creatre (no spoilers: that's
established in the first paragraph or two). Also a movie based on the
novella starring Darrin McGavin (late 1970s?).

John Sloan
NCAR/SCD
P. O. Box 3000
Boulder CO 80307 USA
+1 303 497 1243
jsloan@ncar.ucar.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 91 23:05:44 GMT
From: speterse@peruvian.utah.edu (Soren)
Subject: Re: question?

JBTUCK01@ulkyvm.BITNET (Jeff Tucker) writes:
>Can anyone tell the title of a sci-fi novel with the word "killdozer" in
>it?

There's a Theodore Sturgeon short story called "Killdozer".  I'm not sure
where you can find a copy, since it isn't in any Sturgeon collections I've
seen.  The story was originally published in 1946, and it has a sufficient
reputation that I can't believe it hasn't appeared *somewhere*.

Help?

Soren F Petersen
speterse@peruvian.utah.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 91 06:15:59 GMT
From: alayne@hobbit.gandalf.ca (Alayne McGregor)
Subject: Re: question?

speterse%peruvian.utah.edu@cs.utah.edu (Soren) writes:
>JBTUCK01@ulkyvm.BITNET (Jeff Tucker) writes:
>>Can anyone tell the title of a sci-fi novel with the word "killdozer" in
>>it?
>There's a Theodore Sturgeon short story called "Killdozer".  I'm not sure
>where you can find a copy, since it isn't in any Sturgeon collections I've
>seen.  The story was originally published in 1946, and it has a sufficient
>reputation that I can't believe it hasn't appeared *somewhere*.

It's found in Aliens 4 (regrettably long out of print). It has been
anthologized numerous times. Of course, I couldn't find the correct
anthologies when I looked. The one instance I found was in "The Best of
Science Fiction", edited by Groff Conklin (Crown, 1946).

Alayne McGregor
alayne@gandalf.ca

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jun 91 19:13:13 GMT
From: speterse@peruvian.utah.edu (Soren)
Subject: Re: question?

>There's a Theodore Sturgeon short story called "Killdozer".  

I finally found an anthology in the library which had the damn story.  It's
in *Isaac Asimov Presents the Great SF Stories 6 (1944)*, edited by Asimov
and Martin H. Greenberg.  The *...Great SF Stories...* series was
furthermore redone as *Isaac Asimov Presents the Golden Years of Science
Fiction*.  "Killdozer!" appears in the Third volume, which consists of
*Great SF Stories* #5 & #6.

Soren F Petersen
speterse@peruvian.utah.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Merril & Park & Pournelle (6 msgs) &
                       Resnick & Requests (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 91 03:42:50 GMT
From: dciem!nrcaer!cunews!cognos!roberts@zoo.toronto.edu (Robert Stanley)
Subject: Judith Merril book list

Questions were raised about Judith Merril, and we don't appear to have a
book list in circulation, so I have taken the liberty of constructing
one.

The "Year's Best" series is a real can of worms with respect to renaming
and different US and UK editions.  For the latter, the correspondence is
exactly as follows; I have checked the actual volumes myself:

     Year   US vol   UK vol
     1960     #5       #5
     1961     #6       #1
     1962     #7       #2
                       #3 [this volume bears no relation to any US volume]
     1963     #8       #4
     1964     #9       #9
     1965    #10      #10
     1968    #12      #12

There is also very little hard evidence for the existence of a 1968 US #13,
other than its mention in Peter Nicholls' "Science Fiction Encyclopedia",
in an article which definitely lists other titles in the series less than
perfectly.  I do not have a copy in my collection, but I don't count that
as evidence against.  If anyone has a definitive answer as to the existence
of SF13, or non existence, I would like to hear it.

[A]   Anthology
[aka] also known as
[C]   Collection
[N]   Novel

Merril, (Josephine) Judith, [January 21, 1923 - ]:

1950 [N]   Shadow on the Hearth (revised in 1966)
1950 [A]   Shot in the Dark
1952 [A]   Beyond Human Ken; Twenty-one Startling Stories of Science fiction
           and Fantasy
1954 [A]   Selections from Beyond human ken
1954 [A]   Beyond the Barriers of Space and Time
1954 [A]   Human??????
1955 [A]   Galaxy of Ghouls
     [aka] Off the Beaten Orbit
1956 [A]   S-F; The Year's Greatest Science-Fiction and Fantasy Stories
                and Novelettes
1957 [A]   SF; The Year's Greatest Science-Fiction and Fantasy,
               Second Annual Volume
     [aka] SF: '57; The Year's Greatest Science-Fiction and Fantasy
1958 [A]   SF; The Year's Greatest Science-Fiction and Fantasy,
               Third Annual Volume
     [aka] SF: '58; The Year's Greatest Science-Fiction and Fantasy
1959 [A]   SF: '59; The Year's Greatest Science-Fiction and Fantasy
     [aka] SF; The Year's Greatest Science-Fiction and Fantasy,
               Fourth Annual Volume
1960 [C]   Out of Bounds; Seven Stories
1960 [N]   The Tomorrow People; a Science-Fiction Novel
1960 [A]   The 5th Annual of the Year's Best SF
     [aka] The Year's Best S-F, 5th Annual Edition
     [aka] The Best of Sci-Fi 5 [UK only]
1961 [A]   The 6th Annual of the Year's Best S-F
     [aka] 6th Annual Edition, the Year's Best S-F
     [aka] The Best of Sci-Fi [UK only]
1962 [A]   The 7th Annual of the Year's Best S-F
     [aka] 7th Annual Edition, the Year's Best S-F
     [aka] The best of Sci-Fi -- Two [UK only]
1963 [A]   The 8th Annual of the Year's Best SF
     [aka] 8th Annual Edition, the Year's Best S-F
     [aka] The Best of Sci-Fi, No. 4 [UK only]
1964 [A]   The 9th Annual of the Year's Best SF
     [aka] 9th Annual Edition, The Year's Best S-F
     [aka] 9th Annual S-F [UK only]
     [aka] The Best of Science Fiction 9 [UK only]
1965 [A]   10th Annual Edition, The Year's Best SF
     [aka] 10th Annual S-F [UK only]
     [aka] The Best of Science Fiction 10 [UK only]
1966 [A]   11th Annual Edition, The Year's Best S-F
1966 [N]   Shadow on the Hearth (revision of 1950 version)
1967 [A]   SF: The Best of the Best
     [aka] SF: The Best of the Best, Parts One and Two [UK only]
1968 [A]   SF12
     [aka] The Best of Sci-Fi 12 [UK only]
1968 [C]   Daughters of Earth
1968 [A]   England Swings SF; Stories of Speculative Fiction
     [aka] The Space-Time Journal (abridged)
1969 [A]   SF13 (there is some question as to whether this volume exists)
1973 [C]   Survival Ship, and Other Stories
1976 [C]   The Best of Judith Merril

With C.M. Kornbluth as Cyril Judd:
1952 [N]   Gunner Cade
1952 [N]   Outpost Mars; a Science-Fiction Novel
     [aka] Sin in Space; an Expose of the Scarlet Planet


Robert Stanley
Cognos, Inc.
UUCP: cognos!roberts
INet: roberts%cognos.uucp@ccs.carleton.ca 

------------------------------

Date: Tue, 2 Jul 91 14:33 EDT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Review: Sugar Rain

Title:     Sugar Rain
By:        Paul Park
Publisher: Avon (October 1990)
Format:    pb, 384 pp, $3.95
ISBN:      0-380-71179-6

   "Sugar Rain," like "Soldiers of Paradise," the first novel in Park's
Starbridge Chronicles series, seems at first blush to have the necessary
components - exotic customs, religious fanaticism, war, revolution in the
streets - for a successful science fiction epic similar to Frank Herbert's
"Dune."  Yet he does not achieve such success.  Why?

   The first and primary reason is Park's apparent inability to communicate
sufficient background information to the reader.  Park is competent, even
gifted, at painting individual scenes for the reader's inner eye, but he
stumbles over the task of giving the reader enough background about the
planet and culture to make these scenes comprehensible.  Park complicates
this task further by focussing on characters who, for assorted religious
and cultural reasons, are culturally incapable of introspection, and thus
are almost useless for illuminating recent or distant history for the
reader.

   The second reason is that those factual details that Park does manage to
communicate about the planet are implausible.  The story takes place on a
desert planet with an 80,000-day year.  For half the year, nothing grows.
Life is reactivated by a seasonal form of precipitation that tastes sweet,
yet leaves a flammable residue.  While the ability of periodic rain to make
a temporary paradise of a desert is well-known, it strains credulity to
suggest that flammable rain can engender enough food to feed even a small
population for 80,000 days, even if the inhabitants are capable of creating
some purely synthetic foods.  Park's tidbits of planetary history, which
suggest that humans have somehow managed to live on this wretched dirtball
for thousands of (Earth) years or more, further strain the reader's
credulity.

   Finally, the combination of the characters' lack of introspection and
the brutality of the culture discernible between the lines of Park's finely
crafted prose undermines the reader's interest.  After reading a relatively
small number of pages, it becomes clear that life is nasty and degrading,
even for the noble Starbridges, in Park's city-state of Charn.  Park gives
the reader no reason to care about any of his characters, who surge blindly
forward like lemmings, apparently incapable of undertaking even the
smallest rational action to improve their lot.
  
   Park should be commended for attempting a unique story about a unique
culture.  His attempt, though a failure, is a brilliant one, and readers of
"Sugar Rain" will devoutly hope that he learns from it.

[This by guest reviewer Cathy Olanich - ESR]

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jul 91 22:42:36 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.unh.edu
Subject: CoDominium

   Could someone give me the correct order of Jerry Pournelle's
CoDominium/Empire of Man books?  I imagine King David's Spaceship would be
first and that The Moat Around Murcheson's Eye would be last.

   Also, what are the legal technicalities surrounding the publication of
maps, timelines and other related material gleaned from an SF novel?  DO I
need permission to even talk about the novel?

J_Delano@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 91 01:09:46 GMT
From: chuck@mrcnext.cso.uiuc.edu (Charles Bridgeland)
Subject: Re: CoDominium

J_DELANO@UNHH.UNH.EDU writes:
>Could someone give me the correct order of Jerry Pournelle's
>CoDominium/Empire of Man books?  I imagine King David's Spaceship would be
>first and that The Moat Around Murcheson's Eye would be last.

_Kind David's Spaceship_ is very late - during the second empire when lost
colonies were being rediscovered.  May even, for all I know, be about even
in time with _Mote_.
	
When is _Moat etc._ going to be out?  It's been in limbo almost as long as
Last Dangerous Visions.

Chuck Bridgeland
chuck@mrcnext.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 91 02:35:03 GMT
From: chuck@mrcnext.cso.uiuc.edu (charles bridgeland)
Subject: Re: CoDominium

chuck@mrcnext.cso.uiuc.edu (Charles Bridgeland) writes:
>J_DELANO@UNHH.UNH.EDU writes:
>>Could someone give me the correct order of Jerry Pournelle's
>>CoDominium/Empire of Man books?  I imagine King David's Spaceship would
>>be first and that The Moat Around Murcheson's Eye would be last.
>
>_Kind David's Spaceship_ is very late - during the second empire when lost
>colonies were being rediscovered.  May even, for all I know, be about even
>in time with _Mote_.

I take that last partially back, because I remember a detail.  At one point
in _Mote_, some people are drinking an alcoholic beverage imported from
Prince Samual's World, so _KDS_ predates _Mote_ by at least enough years to
develop an export market.

Chuck Bridgeland
chuck@mrcnext.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 91 02:32:53 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Re: CoDominium

chuck@mrcnext (Charles Bridgeland) writes:
>J_DELANO@UNHH.UNH.EDU writes:
>>Could someone give me the correct order of Jerry Pournelle's
>>CoDominium/Empire of Man books?  I imagine King David's Spaceship would
>>be first and that The Moat Around Murcheson's Eye would be last.
>
>_Kind David's Spaceship_ is very late - during the second empire when lost
>colonies were being rediscovered.  May even, for all I know, be about even
>in time with _Mote_.

A good place to start deciding about such questions would be Pournelle's
chronology of the CoDominium universe.  The most complete one I know of
appears in _The Mote in God's Eye_, which goes from 1969 (Neil Armstrong on
the moon) to 3017 (first contact with the Moties).  Presumably all stories
in this universe should give enough context to place themselves on this
sequence of events to within at most a few decades.

>When is _Moat etc._ going to be out?  It's been in limbo almost as long as
>Last Dangerous Visions.

I'm really looking forward to seeing this, too.  Now that the Moties know
the Alderson drive can be practical, and the existence of the shields, the
humans cannot hope to contain them in one star-system forever.  I also hope
the Moties are never "cured" of the Crazy Eddie syndrome since it is so
much a part of what makes them *alien*.

Dave Schaumann
dave@cs.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 91 02:24:19 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: CoDominium

J_DELANO@UNHH.UNH.EDU writes:
>Also, what are the legal technicalities surrounding the publication of
>maps, timelines and other related material gleaned from an SF novel?  DO I
>need permission to even talk about the novel?

No, you do not, that is acceptable under the fair use provisions of
copyright law. So are certain types of "factual" extracts from a work, but
you quickly approach grey areas where every lawyer may have a different
opinion as to where to draw the line.

A map is a complex enough body of creative work such that you almost
certainly may not copy/reprint one from a book without permission.  If
there are exceptions to this, I'm unaware of them, but it's quite possible.

Timelines may be in the grey area, but if they are not annotated (i.e.
simple timelines), then I would personally, IMHO, not speaking as a lawyer,
etc., claim that this is factual information which can be fairly used and
copied without infringement.

If there is material beyond the simple factual timeline, such as commentary
or annotation, then I would guess that you must obtain permission.

It is often considered to be good form to get permission to do things that
your lawyer says are legal, anyway.

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 91 05:12:17 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Mote in God's Eye (was Re: CoDominium)

dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann) writes:
>When is _Moat etc._ going to be out?  It's been in limbo almost as long as
>Last Dangerous Visions.

I think the date's been (approximately, at least) announced, but I don't
have the reference handy. Real Soon Now. :-)

>I also hope the Moties are never "cured" of the Crazy Eddie syndrome 
>since it is so much a part of what makes them *alien*.

I thought it was the *humans* who permanently had this syndrom, and that
the aliens were (in part) so alien because they avoided it so much.

Am I misremembering that badly?

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jul 91 18:23:28 GMT
From: jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Bwana/Bully (some spoilers)

The latest TOR double (or at least the latest I've seen) contains two Mike
Resnick stories: Bwana and Bully. The latter is on the Hugo ballot.

Note: the following contains a few SPOILERS.

"Bwana" is the latest Kirinyaga story. For those of you unfamiliar with
this series, the stories center around a peaceful Kenyan tribe's attempt to
create their form of Utopia on the planet Kirinyaga (named after the
mountain in Kenya from which they came).  The stories are told from the
point of view of the witch doctor, who tries to prevent the influx of
outside forces which he knows will destroy their attempt to find their own
utopia.

In the current story, Hyenas have killed several tribe members. The witch
doctor, in keeping with tribal tradition, basically says "ignore it, this
will pass."  The head chief however overrules him and brings in an expert
hunter from the outside.  The witch doctor warns that this will corrupt the
tribe, but he's ignored.

At this point, Resnick has set up a good story that could have examined
some tough issues. In particular, he could have examined how much
benevolant help from outside could have been tolerated, how even
well-meaning help corrupts, the trade-offs involved, etc. Unforturnately,
he doesn't.  Instead, the hunter is a real son of a bitch, who sets himself
up as king, takes the chief's wives, has a big house built, has bearers
carry him everywhere in a sedan chair, and so forth. Instead of an
examination of real issues we get a case where the witch doctor is so
obviousy right that there is no tension, and we don't have to think about
the real hard issues.

"Bully" is better, in that it does not offer any such easy solutions. Early
in this century, Teddy Roosevelt was offered a chance to try to carve out
an empire of sorts in the Congo. In our world, Teddy declined. In "Bully,"
Teddy gives it a try. The attempt is well intentioned: Roosevelt believes
that the natives should have democracy.  Despite all of his attempts,
however, he can't get them to understand what he is talking about, or to
look beyond the good of their tribe. His only success is driving out the
Belgians (at least for a time) and allowing the natives to develop on their
own.  The story does a fine job in presenting the way the Europeans and the
Africans view everything in different ways. It is a wonderful example of
the clash of different cultures, as well as an illustration of how there
are no easy answers to some cross-cultural problems.

Jim Mann
Stratus Computer
jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com 

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 91 17:02:51 GMT
From: harres@outlaw.uwyo.edu (John M Harres)
Subject: a request

While in sixth grade, I read a short story about a planet that had
invisible mazes with gems at their center, the larger the maze, the larger
the gem.  The main character comes across a huge maze, and proceeds to go
in.  He gets the gem, but dies before being able to find his way back out.

Does anyone recognize this story?

John Harres
University of Wyoming
Harres@Corral.UWyo.Edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jun 91 03:30:53 GMT
From: jfl@hx.lcs.mit.edu (Jeffrey F. Lipton)
Subject: Re: slow glass

   The discussion of 'slow glass' reminds me of a story I read many years
back with an idea in it that always stuck with me - of recovering the
sounds that were heard in an ancient concert hall by recovering from the
wood wall panels the residual holographic patterns of vibrations imprinted
on them during past concerts - e.g., go back to Mozart's practice room.
Does anyone know what story this was?

Jeffrey F. Lipton, M.D
Department of Pathology
Beth Israel Medical Center
212-982-1219  [h]
jfl@hx.lcs.mit.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	     Books - Slonczewski & George O. Smith (2 msgs) &
                     Tad Williams (2 msgs) & 
                     Comparing Zelazny and Tolkien (4 msgs) &
                     Reviews

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Tue, 2 Jul 91 14:25 EDT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Review: The Wall Around Eden

Title:         The Wall Around Eden
By:            Joan Slonczewski
Publisher:     Avon Books (December 1990)
Format:        pb,  288 pp, $3.95
ISBN:          0-380-71177-X

    Readers sophisticated enough to appreciate hard science fiction in new
and unusual guises will be fascinated and impressed by "The Wall Around
Eden," Slonczewski's latest addition to the subgenre.

   Slonczewski's book features a post-Holocaust world in which small
enclaves of humans have been saved from death-by-nuclear-winter by aliens
who have enclosed certain settlements in force bubbles they cannot leave.
The enclosures protect the humans from the worst extremes of temperature
and radiation, and the aliens implement limited communication and barter
among the enclaves, but otherwise the survivors must deal with the effects
of limited food and medicine, and prolonged exposure to excess radiation,
as best they can.

   The novel opens, twenty years after the Death Year (as the survivors
call it) in a small enclave that was once the rural town of Gywnwood,
Pennsylvania.  Gywnwood's inhabitants believe that the worst extremes of
radiation outside the bubble has abated.  They long to be free to rejoin
the rest of humanity, begin rebuilding the civilization the bombs ended,
and, most importantly, to save themselves from inevitable extinction by
radiation-induced disease and infertility.

   The plot turns on the moral choices faced by various Gywnwood
inhabitants who attempt to breach the wall.  Slonczewski could easily have
used this premise as the springboard for yet another veiled attack of
technology as intrinsically evil, and the words and conduct of some of the
characters appear to support this view.  But she does not stop there.  The
Gywnwoodians ultimately achieve their goal of escaping Eden, in true
scientific fashion, by investigating their "keepers,"
_and_increasing_their_knowledge_about_how_those_creatures_ function_.
Moreover, this triumph is achieved nonviolently despite substantial
ambivalence in the book as to whether the use of force, of any kind, can
ever be morally unjustified.

   "The Wall Around Eden" deserves kudos for many reasons: for being
pro-science and pro-knowledge, despite obvious temptation to stack the deck
against this view; for presenting complex moral issues in a believable
context; for refusing to do the reader's thinking by neatly resolving those
moral issues; and for creating characters the reader is not ashamed to care
about.  The reader will have to judge whether these depths outweigh the
slowness and awkwardness of the "plot," and whether the result is Hugo
material.

[This by guest reviewer Cathy Olanich -- ESR]

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jul 91 17:44:44 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: George O. Smith

potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak) writes:
>My favorite George O. Smith novel is "HIGHWAYS IN HIDING," which would
>probably have nailed him an award if it hadn't been up against Frank
>Herbert's first decent novel, "UNDER PRESSURE."

Hmm, that was published in 1955; I recall nothing of a Hugo. Which award
are you talking about.

(BTW Is this a retitling of The Dragon in the Sea, or are these two
separate novels? The reference books I just checked provide too little
information for me to sort this out.)

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jul 91 18:26:01 GMT
From: meltsner@crd.ge.com (Kenneth J Meltsner)
Subject: Re: George O. Smith

doug@netcom.COM (Doug Merritt) writes:
>potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak) writes:
>>My favorite George O. Smith novel is "HIGHWAYS IN HIDING," which would
>>probably have nailed him an award if it hadn't been up against Frank
>>Herbert's first decent novel, "UNDER PRESSURE."
>
>(BTW Is this a retitling of The Dragon in the Sea, or are these two
>separate novels? The reference books I just checked provide too little
>information for me to sort this out.)

UNDER PRESSURE, DRAGON IN THE SEA, and 21st CENTURY SUBMARINE form the
basis for Herbert's famous "Submarine Trilogy."  All three are the same
book under the different titles that have accumulated since its original
publication in the fifties.  Good SF trivia question.

Ken Meltsner
GE Research and Development Center
P.O. Box 8, Room K1/MB207	  
Schenectady, NY 12301             
(518) 387-6391
meltsner@crd.ge.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jul 91 06:57:09 GMT
From: schekker@cst.prl.philips.nl (Maurice Schekkerman)
Subject: Question about the Dragonbone Chair series

(Perhaps this has been asked before but I hadn't read the book then)

I finished reading the Dragonbone Chair by Tad Williams this morning and am
looking forward to its sequels. Can anyone tell me whether they are already
available and, if so, what their titles are?

Maurice Schekkerman
Centre for Software Technology (CST)
Philips, Eindhoven, the Netherlands
schekker@prl.philips.nl

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jul 91 21:16:40 GMT
From: rick@sqasun.sw.stratus.com (Rick Savoia)
Subject: RE:  Question about the Dragonbone Chair series

The second book in the series is called _The Stone of Farewell_.  It was
almost as good as the first book.  It was out in hardcover around Christmas
time but I have yet to see it in paperback.  I don't know when the third
book is coming but it is eagerly being awaited.

_Stone of Farewell_ was quite good.  A little harried at points and a
little bit predictable but still, it was excellent.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jun 91 11:58:58 GMT
From: hobbit@shum.huji.ac.il (yoav gonen)
Subject: Corwin and Others (Part 1)

I will start writing now about Roger Zelazny's series on Amber. I'll focus
only on the first five ("Nine princes in Amber", "The Guns of Avalon",
"Sign of the Unicorn", "The Hand of Oberon", and "Courts of Chaos").  If we
unite these five books to one, then we'll get, to my opinion one of the
greatest Novels that were written in the SF field. In my articles (and this
one will be only the first part of it) I'll compare these books to LOTR
(Lord of The Rings); yes, I think that LOTR doesn't come even to the ankles
of Zelazny's books. (Even though, LOTR is also a very good book by itself).

The series is started with total blackness. The hero, the one who is
telling us the whole store, wakes up in a small hospital, tied up to bed,
can't move, and worse of all, can't remember anything from his past. In
that situation Zelazny puts his hero in the same position where the readers
are. The readers don't know anything about Amber, nor about any princes; in
the same situation the hero himself is standing.

In the first 50 pages of LOTR, Gandalf is telling Frodo all what he has to
know (or shall we say: "what WE have to know") about the situation.

Very artificial, isn't it?  Why is Gandalf telling so quickly and without
any hesitations about the situation in the south and about the Rings? How
does he know that he can trust Frodo? Let's not forget that the Gollum was
once a hobbit too. Thus: the hobbits can not always be trusted.

No, Tolkien is doing that only because of us, the readers. He wants us to
know EVERYTHING and from the very BEGINNING. This is a flaw, of course.

In Zelazny's series, it is different. Until the end of the 5th book (YES!
until then!) we still have many things that are still a mystery. Even when
Corwin, the real name of the hero, walks on the pattern and the memory is
returned to him, he still doesn't tell us everything. We, the readers don't
discover everything at once, but in stages. This is how it should be done
in good novels.

Well, Corwin (who still doesn't know his real name) discovers, after
threatening on the hospital manager's life, the address of his sister,
Flora. It is time for me to tell you that we are still in the 20th century,
in New York...

Most of the series surrounds the relationships between the brothers and
sisters of Amber. This is much different from LOTR, in which we can hardly
find that. Further more, does any one of you remember a name of any women
in LOTR ????

I'll save a few things about these relationships talk in my next
article.
  
Corwin, using very smart tactics, lets Flora believe that he didn't lose
his memory. She lets him stay and sleep in her house. When she leaves the
house Corwin finds a packet of cards. On the cards he finds paintings of
his brothers and sisters. (He somehow knows that they are his relatives and
remembers their names.) The nine princes of Amber: Random, Benedict, Caine,
Eric, Benedict, Gerard, Bleize, Berand, and of course, Corwin, together
with the four princesses: Flora, Fiona, Dierdre and Loala.

(Sorry of any spelling mistakes in these names! I took them out of the
Hebrew version...)

He also finds a picture of a lovely city, which he knows that he had once
(long ago) lived in it. Its name is Amber.

But, Corwin still doesn't know anything about his past: he doesn't know
anything about his family, anything about that city. He always at the same
position when we are. It is so different from what is happening in LOTR in
which everything is known and clear from the beginning.

It is time for me to tell you that unlike LOTR, in which you know who are
the "bad guys" and who are the "good guys", in Zelazny's you're starting to
make such division only, maybe, after the fourth book. (And this division
is still, only partly correct).  The situation here is much more
complicated than in LOTR. In the latter you know exactly what Frodo and his
group will and should do.  In Zelazny's you never sure who's the enemy.
And if you think you know, after a while you'll discover that you were
wrong.

Even Corwin is not really an hero. In some aspects he is not better than
many of his sisters/brothers. In fact, the book could have been written
from the point of view of Fiona, Benedict, Random and others.

I'll continue next time.

Yoav

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jun 91 15:36:54 GMT
From: eek@maestro.mitre.org (Ericka Kammerer)
Subject: Re: Corwin and Others (Part 1)

hobbit@SHUM.HUJI.AC.IL (Yoav Gonen) writes:
> I will start writing now about Roger Zelazny's series on Amber. I'll
> focus only on the first five ("Nine princes in Amber", "The Guns of
> Avalon", "Sign of the Unicorn", "The Hand of Oberon", and "Courts of
> Chaos").  If we unite these five books to one, then we'll get, to my
> opinion one of the greatest Novels that were written in the SF field. In
> my articles (and this one will be only the first part of it) I'll compare
> these books to LOTR (Lord of The Rings); yes, I think that LOTR doesn't
> come even to the ankles of Zelazny's books. (Even though, LOTR is also a
> very good book by itself).

   Well, I mentioned something slightly related to this a long time ago,
and I'll mention it again with the following caveat: it was a LONG time ago
that I was thinking about this and my notes are all buried I don't know
where and I don't have time to figure it all out again.  I'd really love
to, but I just can't.

   With that...I would think that the book one might compare the first
Amber series is Joyce's Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man.  There are a
NUMBER of parallels between the two, and some of them are quite obvious
references.  I don't think it could have been anything less than
intentional.  One of the details I seem to remember is a reference to the
"old artificer" at the end of the second book.  Look for things like the
Daedalus myth, bird imagery, the role of the women, color and light
imagery.

Ericka Kammerer
eek@caen.engin.umich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jun 91 06:39:16 GMT
From: kdb1@ra.msstate.edu (Karen D Burns)
Subject: Re: Corwin and Others (Part 1)

hobbit@SHUM.HUJI.AC.IL (Yoav Gonen) writes:
>I will start writing now about Roger Zelazny's series on Amber. I'll focus
>only on the first five ("Nine princes in Amber", "The Guns of Avalon",
>"Sign of the Unicorn", "The Hand of Oberon", and "Courts of Chaos").  If
>we unite these five books to one, then we'll get, to my opinion one of the
>greatest Novels that were written in the SF field. In my articles (and
>this one will be only the first part of it) I'll compare these books to
>LOTR (Lord of The Rings); yes, I think that LOTR doesn't come even to the
>ankles of Zelazny's books. (Even though, LOTR is also a very good book by
>itself).

   I don't think these two series, (which I both love) can be objectively
compared.  They are not of the same style of fiction and one must
understand that LotR was copyrighted in the mid-30's and Amber in the (70's
maybe??) so that the two were written after and during a great leap in
s-fantasy.  Both books stand on their own merits, but for different
reasons.
   For its time, LotR was a massive expansion for the genre of s-fantasy as
was (is IMHO the Amber series) but to seriously compare Tolkien and
Zelazny, there must be some ground for comparison.  Gandalf is a sort of
Merlin guiding an uncertain, afraid Bilbo through a quest much larger than
he can comprehend.  However, Corwin is a fallible human figure that most of
us can, (or at least would like to), relate to.  Neither character is a
hero, but for different reasons.  IMHO Corwin is the best of the two
because I can relate to him, not because Bilbo is a weaker figure or that
LotR is a weaker story.
   Just my .02 cents.

Mark W. Sykes

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jul 91 09:34:54 GMT
From: wimjan@dbf.kun.nl (Wim-Jan Hilgenbos)
Subject: Re: Corwin and Others (Part 1)

Don't start comparing cows with horses, these books both of them very much
to my liking are totaly different in approach, writing style, goal etc. One
can like one of them more than the other but they are to different to be
likened in this way.

Wim-Jan

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jun 91 21:27:35 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

This is January releases #2.

Title:         The Black Throne
By:            Roger Zelazny/Fred Saberhagen
Publisher:     Baen (October 1990)
Format:        pb, 278 pp, $4.95
ISBN:          0-671-72013-9

   In "The Black Throne," Zelazny and Saberhagen have produced a unique
science fantasy featuring, as its hero, an alternate-time version of Edgar
Allen Poe.  As if that were not tribute enough to the famous poet, all the
characters and many of the scenes are borrowed directly from Poe's stories
and poems.  Readers with an encyclopedic knowledge of Poe will enjoy
tracing the references; others will appreciate the zaniness of cramming an
intelligent orangutang, a living corpse, a sorceress, the Inquisition, and
a Dutch balloonist into the same plot.  Zelazny and Saberhagen obviously
wrote "The Black Throne" for the fun of it, and that fun makes what might
otherwise have been a silly, pretentious piece of fluff an enjoyable read.
[This by guest reviewer Cathy Olanich - ESR]

Title:         King of the Scepter'd Isle
By:            Michael Greatrex Coney
Publisher:     Roc Fantasy (November 1990)
Format:        pb,  399 pp, $4.50
ISBN:          0-451-45042-6

   "King of the Scepter'd Isle" is the second volume of Coney's Arthurian
science fiction epic.  Yes, that's right - science fiction epic.  Crucial
parts of the action, which literally spans many millenia, turn on the
decisions of gnomes, who are aliens from another world and another time
line...  Elements of Arthurian myth, comic fantasy, alternate history
fiction, and mysticism blend and merge into a funny, bizarre, touching
drama that (usually) doesn't strain the reader's credulity too much.  With
or without its prequel, "Fang the Gnome," "King of the Scepter'd Isle" is a
diverting quick read from one of the most original new writers of the
decade.  [This by guest reviewer Cathy Olanich - ESR]

Title:      The Dream Compass
By:         Jeff Bredenberg
Publisher:  Avon (January 1991)
Format:     pb, 180 pp, $3.50
ISBN:       0-380-75647-1

   In a scant 180 pages, Jeff Bredenberg sketches for the reader a
post-Holocaust society called "Merqua," a web of work and prison camps
controlled by a huge bureaucracy which is run by an anonymous figure called
"the Monitor."  Literacy is a crime in Merqua, and magic (or telepathy or
shamanism, or whatever term the reader prefers) coexists with remnants of
pre-Holocaust technology.  Caveat: Bredenberg's story emerges in a series
of vignettes instead of a cohesive narrative, and even a reader familiar
with the typical motifs of post-Holocaust fiction may have difficulty
figuring out what is going on.  Still, judging by "The Dream Compass," a
surprisingly concise and vigorous first novel, Bredenberg is an author
worth watching.  [This by guest reviewer Cathy Olanich - ESR]

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 20 Jun 91 20:56:24 GMT
From: kimshi@wpi.wpi.edu (Erik Currin)
Subject: GENRES: Literary value in Science Fiction, Fantasy, and others...

This might be the right forum for a discussion about the literary value of
sci-fi, fan, romance, and westerns, but oh well, here goes anyway... I have
encountered many teachers, critics, real people that swear that all sci-fi
etc. is escapist and therefore not literary.  By literary, I mean
generally accepted to be representative of the human condition and
relatively applicable to a wide range of setting outside of the story.  For
example, Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet is considered literary because it
represents a love ritual which we can still recognize today, as well as
other reasons.

Anyway, please do NOT debate the issue of defining literary to death.  I
want to know if anyone sees inherit weaknesses in sci-fi, fan, rom, west,
that make them unliterary almost before a critic looks at them.  Does the
works of Isaac Asimov (one of the greatest sci-fi writers IMO) strike you
as being literary? Does J.R.R. Tolkien (fantasy master himself), does a
romance author? A western author (maybe Zane Gray, who knows?).

I will start the discussion off with my own opinion. I believe that critics
give these genres a bad rap. Look at authors such as David Eddings and Ray
Bradbury, Orson Wells, Mary Shelley and lots of others. But I think I want
to hear more before I start putting my foot in my **mmm* **mmmm**

Erik

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 03:12:03 GMT
From: cerebus@cs.bu.edu (Timothy Miller)
Subject: Re: GENRES: Literary value in Science Fiction, Fantasy, and others...

   Science fiction as a genre does indeed get a bad rap in literary
circles.  This is not because gems of literary quality do not exist in this
genre, but simply because of other, more practical problems.

   The key problem is beautifully illustrated by Stanislaw Lem (we'll
discuss him later as well), in an excerpt published in the collection
_Microworlds_.  Lem's thesis is that science fiction is not held as a valid
literary form because of a distinct lack of any competent criticism among
the science fiction community and that this community perpetuates the
situation by stifling any attempts at real, meaningful critical thought.

   Criticism as it is practiced by and among the fans of SF is not really
criticism in a literary sense.  What you're reading is really nothing more
than a book report.  Usually nothing more than a basic evaluation of plot
effectiveness, minor concerns of characterization, and an assessment of how
``science fiction'' it is or isn't.  A true critique concerns itself with
style and it's effectiveness; the tone the author sets or fails to set
and in relation to other works by that author.  There should be more than
the cursory glance at characters, and more emphasis on a deeper than
superficial reading of the work.  As it stands, SF critique is nothing more
than pandering to the fans, the publishers, and the authors.

   Lacking any real system of feedback effectively hampers the efforts of
those few writers in the genre that might have a true literary talent.
They get no clue as to what works and what doesn't.  Their works, good and
bad, are absorbed into the flood of works published with nary a ripple,
each work being touted as a major, influential masterpiece regardless of
its merit.

   There are a few people that can really be considered to have reached a
level of competency that might place them on a literary level.  Among these
I would place Stanislaw Lem, undoubtedly the most literary of any science
fiction author.  With him, I feel comfortale placing Philip K. Dick.
Incidently, Dick is the one author that Lem himself considers worthy of the
label ``literary.''  Ray Bradbury may have a place here, but I feel
uncomfortable with that.  Asimov does not, by any stretch of the
imagination, nor do several of my personal favorites like Larry Niven, Joe
Haldeman, David Drake, and James P. Hogan despite the fact that I love
their works, they are not literary.  Frank Herbert might have a place, but
again, I feel uncomfortable with that.  Gene Wolfe, for his Severian series
might have earned himself a place as well.  But with all these authors, as
Lem also points out, consider how much better they might have been with a
real system of criticism to help them; they were talented enough to rise
above the trash they were among on their own, after all.

   There are, of course, classic literary pieces that fit into the genre of
science fiction, and thus are worthy of mention.  Shelley's work springs to
mind immediatly.  Voltaire's _Candide_ might also be considered, as was
recently mentioned in another thread.  I'm sure people can come up with
others.

cerebus@cs.bu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 12:39:33 GMT
From: amd@space.mit.edu (Ann M. Davis)
Subject: Re: GENRES: Literary value in Science Fiction, Fantasy, and others...

kimshi@wpi.WPI.EDU (Erik Currin) writes:
> ...swear that all sci-fi etc. is escapist and therefore not literary.  By
> literary, I mean generally accepted to be representative of the human
> condition and relatively applicable to a wide range of setting outside of
> the story.  For example, Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet is considered
> literary because it represents a love ritual which we can still recognize
> today, as well as other reasons.

  Okay, I'll jump in here.

  IMHO, SF, fantasy are "valid" literary works.  The best SF/F tell a
story.  It revolves around the characters, how they are affected by
circumstances, how they grow as a result of their experiences.  The genre
(SF/F) gives the authors more to work with in terms of plot devices,
because they aren't bound by keeping the story in "real life" (by this I
mean earth, mundane universe).  Many SF/F stories could be written as
straight fiction by changing the circumstances.  Instead of a galactic war,
insert WWII.  Instead of the evil nasty bad thing, use a corporate giant.
The same story could be told, it just wouldn't be as fun to read.

Anyway, this is what I think, anyone else is free to agree or disagree as
they please.

Ann
amd@space.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 14:04:04 GMT
From: sbeagle@kennels.actrix.gen.nz (Sleeping Beagle)
Subject: Re: GENRES: Literary value in Science Fiction, Fantasy, and others..

I was telling an anarchist friend that he should read "The Dispossessed" by
Ursula Le Guin because it could deal with an anarchist society in a far
more interesting way than any other genre.

The reason that I like sci-fi (also known as science fiction :-) is because
it can play with more and better ideas. Think of 1984 and Brave New World.

Thomas Farmer
sbeagle@kennels.actrix.gen.nz

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 14:37:29 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: GENRES: Literary value in Science Fiction, Fantasy, and others...

kimshi@wpi.WPI.EDU (Erik Currin) writes:
> ...swear that all sci-fi etc. is escapist and therefore not literary.  By
> literary, I mean generally accepted to be representative of the human
> condition and relatively applicable to a wide range of setting outside of
> the story.  For example, Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet is considered
> literary because it represents a love ritual which we can still recognize
> today, as well as other reasons.

   I think the question is basically a null question. What is "literature"?
Is there ANY way to distinguish it clearly from "non- literature"? Why, of
course... just ask those eminent types whose very livelihoods rest on the
existence of "literature".

   From what I have seen, there are basically two types of "literature"
(henceforth called L): 1) huge, boring books which seem determined to avoid
making any attempt at entertaining while also failing to state ANYTHING
clearly (thus being not only boring but meaningless, because you can read
anything into them... read some of the debates on the Nobel prize winners
sometime: you could have the exact same book being read as a defeatist and
as an optimistic work), and 2) things like Beowulf, Romeo and Juliet, and
so on, which are just THUMPING GOOD STORIES.
   The first sort of L only those into L (or those ASSIGNED the L) tend to
read. Moreover, no one can agree on what it means (this being used
sometimes to JUSTIFY its classification as L). And even more disturbing
than this is the sheer arrogance of the classifiers: these people blithely
argue about books, even by living authors, and (A) never think to ask the
AUTHOR what they meant, and (B) will tell you that the author doesn't
always KNOW what they meant.

   In short, I think that the whole idea of "LITERATURE" is a null signal.
There is good writing, bad writing, FANTASTIC writing, and real howlers.
The gradient between "L" and "just stories" can't be made into a cutoff. I
think that the only reasonable classification of "L" must be by the
"Thumping Good Story" criterion: will people many years from now still
watch/read this and say, "Gee, that was great!" I submit that a lot more of
them will be doing that with Asimov's Foundation trilogy in a hundred years
than will with, say, _Ironweed_... assuming you can even FIND _Ironweed_.
And endurance might well be the best test.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 15:35:27 GMT
From: hobbit@ac.dal.ca
Subject: Re: GENRES: Literary value in Science Fiction, Fantasy, and others...

kimshi@wpi.WPI.EDU (Erik Currin) writes:
> anyway... I have encountered many teachers, critics, real people that
> swear that all sci-fi etc. is escapist and therefore not literary.

"Real people"? I don't think I'm even going to bother getting offended.

Anyone who can brand the entire field of sf/f as escapist and therefore not
worth their attention has obviously never read the field and therefore
their opinions are worth bird-squat.

> By literary, I mean generally accepted to be representative of the human
> condition and relatively applicable to a wide range of setting outside of
> the story.  For example, Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet is considered
> literary because it represents a love ritual which we can still recognize
> today, as well as other reasons...

By "literary", they mean "stuff that they like".

If you can get one of them to open their minds long enough to appraise a
book honestly, get them to try Gene Wolfe. Alfred Bester's _The_Stars_My_
Destination_. Walter Miller's _A_Canticle_for_Leibowitz_. George Alec
Effinger.  Walter Jon Williams' _Hardwired_. Roger Zelazny's "A Rose for
Ecclesiastes" in _The_Doors_of_his_Face,_The_Lamps_of_his_Mouth_. Ray
Bradbury. Harlan Ellison.

Ask them if this is meaningless escapist tripe.

Roald

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 17:09:46 GMT
From: vehaag@crocus.waterloo.edu (Viktor Haag)
Subject: Re: GENRES: Literary value in Science Fiction, Fantasy, and others...

resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor) writes:
>From what I have seen, there are basically two types of "literature"
>(henceforth called L): 1) huge, boring books which seem determined to
>avoid making any attempt at entertaining while also failing to state
>ANYTHING clearly (thus being not only boring but meaningless, because you
>can read anything into them... read some of the debates on the Nobel prize
>winners sometime: you could have the exact same book being read as a
>defeatist and as an optimistic work), and 2) things like Beowulf, Romeo
>and Juliet, and so on, which are just THUMPING GOOD STORIES.

This is all a matter of taste, though.  There are plenty of people who
would argue, for example, that most of Shakespeare is a huge boring ...
etc.  And there are plenty of people who will swear up and down that Proust
really is a marvelous story teller - I have yet to tackle, being daunted by
volume flaunted in such quantity.  The debate on the interpretation of
literature does not always point to poorly written material, as you would
seem to suggest, but rather, perhaps, towards sophisticated, subtle
material.

>The first sort of L only those into L (or those ASSIGNED the L) tend to
>read. Moreover, no one can agree on what it means (this being used
>sometimes to JUSTIFY its classification as L). And even more disturbing
>than this is the sheer arrogance of the classifiers: these people blithely
>argue about books, even by living authors, and (A) never think to ask the
>AUTHOR what they meant, and (B) will tell you that the author doesn't
>always KNOW what they meant.

I might point out that only those who are into sf/f (or those ASSIGNED to
read sf/f) tend to read it.  Reading any sort of fiction is a matter of
taste, and some feel that Conrad is a much better writer than Heinlein and
tells better stories as well (me included).  There are those who think that
Conrad is, on the whole, a stuffed shirt with delusions of grandeur.

Secondly, as I have pointed out above, thematic ambiguity is often seen as
a virtue of excellence, not a downfall, as you have asserted.

Thirdly, you seem a bit confused as to the nature of the critic (not an
uncommon confusion indeed, the virtue of the critic has been called to
question a great deal in the past 50 years).  There are a good deal of
people who style themselves critics, who are arrogant, and then there are
those who are qualified, and thus authoritative.  Unfortunately it is often
difficult to separate the two groups without knowning a good deal about
criticism oneself.  Those critics who have the background, education, and
qualifications needed to make them literary authorities are indeed correct
when they assert that *authors* are not in the business of criticism.

Thus, one may certainly ask an author what was *meant*, but don't expect
the answer to have any critical relevance or value.  The field of criticism
is one of reflection upon and observation of literary works, and only
incidentally involved in the creation thereof.  In some cases, this can
result in the validity of the extension - author's have absolutely no
business commenting on the relative worth of their works, or anyone elses;
but this is not always the case.

>In short, I think that the whole idea of "LITERATURE" is a null signal.
>There is good writing, bad writing, FANTASTIC writing, and real howlers.
>The gradient between "L" and "just stories" can't be made into a cutoff. I
>think that the only reasonable classification of "L" must be by the
>"Thumping Good Story" criterion: will people many years from now still
>watch/read this and say, "Gee, that was great!" I submit that a lot more
>of them will be doing that with Asimov's Foundation trilogy in a hundred
>years than will with, say, _Ironweed_... assuming you can even FIND
>_Ironweed_. And endurance might well be the best test.

Alas, in the past, endurance has been a misleading test, at best.  The
popular current theory about Beowulf, for instance, is that it is *not* a
great epic as everyone suspected in the past, but rather an Old-English
pot-boiler.  You know - throwing a mead hall party?  Need an old standard?
Get your shaper to recite Beowulf (while your shaper makes grumbling
remarks about never being able to showcase his *good* material).  There are
also those who assert that there are plenty of dramas concurrent with
Shakespeare, that just haven't lasted as well, with no apparent reason
other than dumb luck - Will was lucky enough to have enough folios survive
the four hundred year trip to the Romantic revival.

With the modern media the way it is, I suspect that the obverse of the old
problem will be the case.  The mass printing of books, and the growing
influence of multi-media will ensure that a wide, non-discriminating range
of works will pass through the arse of time, and some really good work will
pass by the wayside, simply because it didn't sell well (not enough jazz on
the cover).

It is obvious that Mr. Spoor and I have run afoul of each other once again.
Ryk seem to be of the school that likes stuff that he can "relate to"; he
won't go see a movie unless its "an understandable story", he won't read a
book unless the author's motives are plain, and why bother drinking a '65
St. Emilion, when a 91 B&G will wash down the steak.  I must admit that it
is a different point of view than my own - I like a bit of subtlety in my
life, and I don't mind having to think when it comes to experiencing art.
Ryk seems like the kind of guy who just wants a good Asimov timber-mulch to
pass the time up at the cottage, and there is really nothing wrong with
that.  Hell, the pop-art movement was founded on that attitude.  Kudos to
Ryk for being so up front about his tastes.

Vik
vehaag@crocus.uwaterloo.ca

------------------------------
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 20 Jun 91 12:49:11 GMT
From: Crawford_Kilian@mindlink.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian)
Subject: Re: GENRES: Literary value in Science Fiction, Fantasy, and

In discussing the literary values of SF, Fantasy etc., let's remember to
define our terms and be aware of their connotations. "Literary" really
means anything written; the excitement comes in when we decide it ought to
mean something very well-written. Well-written in what terms? Political,
religious, what? Is a limerick better if it expresses Politically Correct
views, or if it's written in the dialect of some favored group?

Northrop Frye tried bravely to get rid of the idea of "value" in
literature, because such values are almost always extra-literary: We admire
some novel or poem because it reflects some other set of values (Marxism,
anti-industrialism, Manifest Destiny, whatever) which we implicitly
consider much more important than literature. Frye tried instead to develop
a theory of literature based on what we actually find in literature:
images, symbols, archetypes which are largely independent of the uses to
which authors put them.

A crude analogy: We might define "value" in automobiles by the uses to
which we put them. A car that carries the Supreme Leader is a better car by
definition than one which carries only ordinary citizens. A bus is better
than a car because it can carry more people and it follows a predictable
route instead of going anywhere the driver chooses. And so on. But Frye
would simply look at each vehicle in the light of the principles of
automotive engineering and ask: Does this machine reflect good engineering
and craftsmanship? How long will it stay on the road? How well will it
survive the critical impact of a collision?  What does it tell us about the
history of automobiles in what it keeps from the tradition and what it
introduces as an innovation?

So if we want SF respected as "literature" simply because we feel looked
down upon, we're wasting our time; that kind of value judgment is just part
of a complicated and futile game of one-upmanship.

If we want to consider SF as an expression of the way the human mind works,
however, we may be better occupied. We know SF (or some SF) creates a
striking and generally welcome sensation when we read it: the sense of
wonder, a gee-whiz attitude, an illusion of having lived an impossible
experience that nonetheless rings true to something inside us. We want to
know more about what caused that experience, just as a potter wants to know
how another potter made a particularly fine bowl. That's where criticism
comes in - not to tear down and dissect the experience but, to make us
still more sensitive to it.  In this sense, criticism does indeed make
value judgments of a rather Epicurean kind: it says Asimov is the
equivalent of salted peanuts because it's so predictable and relies on a
"stock response" nothing like as interesting as the sense of wonder.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 17:14:12 GMT
From: yee@mipgsun.mipg.upenn.edu (Conway Yee)
Subject: Re: GENRES: Literary value in Science Fiction, Fantasy, and others...

While it it true that science fiction is not generally considered to be
"literature," I am not convinced that it is important.  The problem is that
those who decide on what is or isn't literature tend to prefer books by
dead authors.  The problem is that, as a genre, science fiction is not
quite old enough to qualify.  IMHO, one generation's trash novel will
become the next's literature.  The distinction is not inherent in the
quality of the book.  Instead it is in the willingness of academia to
acknowledge its existence.

Conway Yee
231 S. Melville St.
Philadelphia, Pa 19139
(215) 386-1312
yee@ming.mipg.upenn.edu
cy5@cunixa.cc.columbia.edu 
yee@bnlx26.nsls.bnl.gov    
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Date: 21 Jun 91 18:52:07 GMT
From: speterse@peruvian.utah.edu (Soren)
Subject: Re: GENRES: Literary value in Science Fiction, Fantasy, and others...

resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor) writes:
>From what I have seen, there are basically two types of "literature"
>(henceforth called L): 1) huge, boring books which seem determined to
>avoid making any attempt at entertaining while also failing to state
>ANYTHING clearly (thus being not only boring but meaningless, because you
>can read anything into them... read some of the debates on the Nobel prize
>winners sometime: you could have the exact same book being read as a
>defeatist and as an optimistic work), and 2) things like Beowulf, Romeo
>and Juliet, and so on, which are just THUMPING GOOD STORIES.

Not to pick on you particularly, since I hear this all the time, but I'm
awfully curious about your classification (1).  Could you give some
examples?  Do you have any examples that aren't books you were assigned to
read in classes you didn't want to take?

>The first sort of L only those into L (or those ASSIGNED the L) tend to
>read. Moreover, no one can agree on what it means (this being used
>sometimes to JUSTIFY its classification as L).

Of course.  Some people actually like the idea that they can have some say
on what they get out of a work of art.  Just about the only time I reread
anything these days is when I hope to get something new and/or different
out of it.

>And even more disturbing than this is the sheer arrogance of the
>classifiers: these people blithely argue about books, even by living
>authors, and (A) never think to ask the AUTHOR what they meant, and (B)
>will tell you that the author doesn't always KNOW what they meant.

Yawn.  Reading and writing are two different things.  If I, as a reader, am
able to extract an interpretation from a text, then surely it is as valid
as any other one (assuming there are no inherent contradictions in the text
itself).  What the author says he thinks he's done is often interesting,
but there's no reason why it should be taken as gospel.  The author might
be lying.  The author might have failed to do what he thought he did.  An
alternative interpretation might be so obvious, as to make it impossible to
take what the author said seriously.

Once a work is done, it is out of the author's hands, and any "meaning" it
has is the joint property of the people who have read it.  And yes, this
meaning is not absolute, and can change with time.  As an example, consider
*The Merchant of Venice*.  For the first couple centuries after it was
written, Shylock was invariably played as a cardboard villain - a generic
evil person, whose purpose is to move the plot in the right direction.
More recently, he is generally played as a genuine human being, sometimes
even as a tragic hero.  I see no reason why either interpretation is
"wrong", although we can certainly speculate as to which one Shakespeare
really "meant".

Another example perhaps is Piers Anthony.  It's been a while since I've
read any of his afterwords, so I don't know what he claims he's doing.  I
very much doubt, however, that he would have much sympathy with my
position, which is that he is writing wishfulfillment sexual fantasies for
a particular type of adolescent male who has a problem "meeting" "girls".
When I was an Anthony fan, I have no doubt that I would have rejected that
particular interpretation rather violently.  Nowadays, I can't read him
anymore, since all I see is this godawful stupid deterministic
book-mechanism which he uses in every damn book he writes.

Somehow, I don't think that asking Anthony if my interpretation is
"correct" is going to change my mind.  Conceivably, someone could
successfully convince me that there is another, more positive,
interpretation of the Complete Works of Piers Anthony, but there is no
reason whatsoever, why that person needs to be the author himself.  In
fact, from what I've seen of Anthony's expository prose style, I suspect
that he would be the last person to be able to.

Soren F Petersen
speterse@peruvian.utah.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 10:54:23 GMT
From: ibasacc06@spacm1.spac.spc.com (Robert Fisch)
Subject: Re: GENRES: Literary value in Science Fiction, Fantasy, and others...

cerebus@cs.bu.edu (Timothy Miller) writes:
> Science fiction as a genre does indeed get a bad rap in literary circles.
> This is not because gems of literary quality do not exist in this genre,
> but simply because of other, more practical problems.

I agree, but does the average fan of science fiction care all that much
about people in literary circles? I think that both groups harbor a mutual
dislike for the other.

> The key problem is beautifully illustrated by Stanislaw Lem (we'll
> discuss him later as well), in an excerpt published in the collection
> _Microworlds_.  Lem's thesis is that science fiction is not held as a
> valid literary form because of a distinct lack of any competent criticism
> among the science fiction community and that this community perpetuates
> the situation by stifling any attempts at real, meaningful critical
> thought.
>
> There are a few people that can really be considered to have reached a
> level of competency that might place them on a literary level.  Among
> these I would place Stanislaw Lem, undoubtedly the most literary of any
> science fiction author.  With him, I feel comfortable placing Philip K.
> Dick.  Incidently, Dick is the one author that Lem himself considers
> worthy of the label ``literary.''  Ray Bradbury may have a place here,
> but I feel uncomfortable with that.  Asimov does not, by any stretch of
> the imagination, nor do several of my personal favorites like Larry
> Niven, Joe Haldeman, David Drake, and James P. Hogan despite the fact
> that I love their works, they are not literary.  Frank Herbert might have
> a place, but again, I feel uncomfortable with that.  

You will probably get flamed for you comment about Asimov, but I agree
100%.

Stanislaw Lem is a favorite of mine. I think he is brilliant. To the
literary science fiction writers I would add:

 J.G. Ballard (author of Crash, HighRise, Chronopolis, and much more)

 Mervyn Peake (Peake's masterwork, The Gormenghast Trilogy can generally be
found under sci-fi or fantasy but I wonder if it actually belongs to
either.)

> There are, of course, classic literary pieces that fit into the genre of
> science fiction, and thus are worthy of mention.  Shelley's work springs
> to mind immediatly.  Voltaire's _Candide_ might also be considered, as
> was recently mentioned in another thread.  I'm sure people can come up
> with others.

I mentioned _Candide_ and science fiction.  But what I meant was
_Micromegas_ by Voltaire can be considered Sci-Fi, not _Candide_.

Incidentally, there is a book which has been making an appearance on the
shelves of the sci-fi and literature sections. A Penguin classic edition of
"The Science Fiction of Edgar Allan Poe".

Robert Fisch
Systems Development Officer II
Security Pacific Automation Co.
New York
spacm1.spac.spc.com!ibasacc06  
ibasacc06@spacm1.spac.spc.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 19:27:25 GMT
From: jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Re: GENRES: Literary value in Science Fiction, Fantasy, and others...

hobbit@ac.dal.ca writes:
> If you can get one of them to open their minds long enough to appraise a
> book honestly, get them to try Gene Wolfe. Alfred Bester's _The_Stars_My_
> Destination_. Walter Miller's _A_Canticle_for_Leibowitz_. George Alec
> Effinger.  Walter Jon Williams' _Hardwired_. Roger Zelazny's "A Rose for
> Ecclesiastes" in _The_Doors_of_his_Face,_The_Lamps_of_his_Mouth_. Ray
> Bradbury. Harlan Ellison.

Why _Hardwired_?  It was enjoyable, certainly, but not up to the other
stuff you mentioned in your list.  Also, I'd be careful with my Effinger
recommendations (i.e., don't just say Effinger).  Much of his stuff is very
good, but several of his earlier novels aren't all that good.

Jim Mann
Stratus Computer
jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com 

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 20:44:31 GMT
From: kimshi@wpi.wpi.edu (Erik Currin)
Subject: GENRES: A change of subject

Ok, the literary debate is getting hot and heavy and just a little off
track here, so....

First, Webster defines Literature as being 1) A work of prose or poetry
that shows excellence or something such.  That is the meaning of literature
I want to examine.  Let me say now, for the record, that I couldn't care
less what some self-loving critic (not to say all critics are bad) says is
Literature.

I know I am opening up a large can of worms/Pandora's Box, but I just can't
resist.

Ok.  The name of this group is sf-lovers, why do you like science-fiction,
and do you think it is getting a bad rap?  Try to be objective (I may be
asking too much, oh well).

If you think it is appropriate, you can also examine the genre of fantasy,
which is often mixed/tied together with science fiction.

And one more thing just to add excitement: Which science-fiction/fantasy
author would you like to see become a famous author respected as much as
William Shakespeare and others?

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 22:52:44 GMT
From: matt@physics16.berkeley.edu (Matt Austern)
Subject: Re: GENRES: Literary value in Science Fiction, Fantasy, and others...

cerebus@cs.bu.edu (Timothy Miller) writes:
> Science fiction as a genre does indeed get a bad rap in literary circles.
> This is not because gems of literary quality do not exist in this genre,
> but simply because of other, more practical problems.
> 
> The key problem is ... a distinct lack of any competent criticism among
> the science fiction community

I can believe that's important; there are other reasons as well, though.

Most SF fans, I think, would like to believe that they're just the victims
of snobbery.  It isn't that simple, of course, but snobbery does exist.
American SF is partly (largely?) derived from pulp adventure fiction, and
many people haven't been willing to look beyond that.

Another reason why SF is often ignored is just that, like any other type of
fiction, it has a set of literary conventions that make it difficult to
read for people who are unfamiliar with them.  Most science fiction, for
example, is set in an unfamiliar society; SF writers have evolved a set of
rhetorical devices for describing the structure and history of that society
without having to write an expository essay at the beginning of every book.
I first became conscious of those techniques because of their absence in A
HANDMAID'S TALE; Atwood is a fine writer but not an experienced science
fiction writer, and parts of her book seemed clumsy.

A related point is that much science fiction, not all, but much, requires
some familiarity with science.  Most authors expect, at least, that the
reader have some general idea of how far away stars are, or what DNA is.
If nothing else, there's usually some kind of jargon, either real or
made-up, and you have to be willing to read it without being intimidated.
(I'm convinced that one reason some people think GRAVITY'S RAINBOW is such
a difficult book is because of the equations and technical language in it.
It doesn't affect your understanding of the book at all, of course, if you
haven't ever seen a Poisson distribution before, but that equation
splattered all over the page might look awfully scary if you're not used to
thing like that.)

And finally, I'm afraid, there's the reason that we might not like to
admit: a lot of science fiction really isn't very good.  Yes, the genre has
produced THE MAN IN THE HIGH CASTLE, but how can someone new to SF manage
to pick it out from among the racks of Piers Anthony sequels and Star Trek
books?  How, for that matter, can they be expected to realize Zelazny is
capable of writing a masterpiece like LORD OF LIGHT, if the first thing by
him that they see is some of his "son of Amber" hackwork?

Until we stop tolerating mediocrity, and until we start distinguishing
between it and genuinely good fiction, I don't think we have much cause to
complain that people outside the SF community haven't noticed the science
fiction that really does have literary merit.

Matt Austern
(415) 644-2618
matt@physics.berkeley.edu
austern@lbl.bitnet	 
austern@csa.lbl.gov	 

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	    Books - Brin & Burroughs & Card & Clarke & Cooper &
                    Eco (2 msgs) & Gerrold & Kennealy & Lee & 
                    Levin (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 4 Jul 91 01:30:47 GMT
From: kleinj@jacobs.cs.orst.edu (Justin the Blue)
Subject: Brin/Bear parallels (could be SPOILERS)

ATTENTION: THE FOLLOWING CONTAINS SENTENCES THAT MAY ACT AS ***SPOILERS***.

I haven't kept up with the netnews the way I used to, so I'm not really
certain if anybody's really expressed this notion before.

Recently I bought the David Brin novel _Earth_.  I've been enjoying it very
much, and find it one of the richest stories I've read in a while.  But I
do find close parallels between it (so far, anyway...I'm about halfway
through) and the Greg Bear novel of a few years back: _The Forge of God_

The big differences between the Brin novel and the Bear novel are the Gaia
orientation of the characters, and the richness and fullness of the
characters being such a pivotal point of the whole story.

This is not to say that the characters in _Forge_ weren't deep or were
uninteresting.  I find, though, that the characters in _Forge_ were more
Everymannish, the mensch called upon to do the heroically impossible.

But the spread and scope of _Earth_ are a wholly wonderful thing,
especially becuase of the characters.  They have such a believability to
them.  And the exposition of Kiwi culture is close to poetic, IMHO.

The central theme is the same, though - our home world, put in dire peril
by alien-generated threats.  It's amazing how each author's skill in
putting a different approach to each (they are even the same in that they
both threaten to explode the planet) makes each story so very different.
I've enjoyed them both.

And just one more thought: could the fact that I can find end-of-the-world
stories so easily and the fact that I seldom can keep from buying them, be
another facet of creeping millenialism?

kleinj@jacobs.cs.orst.edu
localsupport@jacobs.cs.orst.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jul 91 18:10:06 GMT
From: wcs@naucse.cse.nau.edu (Bill Schulz)
Subject: Re: Edgar Rice Burroughs' Carson of Venus Books

moudgill@CS.Cornell.EDU (Mayan Moudgill):
> There is also a short story of the Carson series, which I have seen
> exactly once. It was published in a collection of short stories which
> included something on another world (10 planets occupying the same orbit
> around a sun, equally spaced. The planet on which our hero lands up is at
> war.), and a story about Timberjaw the Frozen Neanderthal.

   In the early 60s there was a revival of interest in ERB and a couple of
new hardbacks were brought out.  The above volume of short stories is one
of them.  It is called TALES OF THREE PLANETS if I remember correctly.
There were also a number of reprints in hardback from Canaveral Press.  I
cannot recall if the TALES OF THREE PLANETS was from Canaveral or from
Edgar Rice Burroughs Inc.  There was at least one hardback from ERB Inc. if
my memory serves, but it came late in the revival and was not really a
commercial success.

   I cannot recall if there was a Paperback version of this book.  I think
there may have been.  Can anyone confirm?  I'm running on 30 year old
memories here.

   At the time, all us ERB freaks wondered if there were any unpublished
manuscripts in the ERB Inc. safe, but it seems there was virtually nothing.

   I'm pretty sure that ERB Inc. still exists, but currently I believe it
does nothing but manage the licensing of Tarzan.

   Anybody else out there think that with modern special effects and a
script sticking pretty close to A PRINCESS OF MARS, a really great movie
could be made?

   Commercial Plug: ERB's reputation has suffered immeasurably because of
the less than wonderful Tarzan movies.  His Mars and Venus work is truly
great fantasy, though slightly dated now with respect to attitudes towards
intersex communication.  I've read several of the Mars books to my children
and we all enjoyed them; ages 9, 14, and 50.  From the historical point of
view, ERB was extremely influential on the next generation of writers, and
even later, but because of the Tarzan movies there is a lot of reluctance
to admit this.  But get one of the old guys drunk first, and THEN ask him
about John Carter.

   ERB is often accused of racism, and of course this is true; you would
have gone a long way to find someone of his generation that didn't simply
take that crap as a given.  HOWEVER, in contrast to almost everybody at the
time, ERB mixed his black-menace-to- the-purity-of-Aryan-womanhood plot
device with definitly positive black characters.  It should be noted that
this was a big innovation at the time, as startling as the 4th Barsoomian
Ray.  His black character on Mars (Xodar) is treated no differently than
the other positive characters.  Even in the Tarzan stories, Burroughs took
pains to include positive characterizations of Blacks, though in Africa
some of the black stereotypes persist even in the positive characters.

Bill Schulz

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 08:23:54 GMT
From: bbs.stevec@spies.com (Steve Crocker)
Subject: Orson Scott Card - Philosophy

I've gotten interested in a thread of thought which runs through several of
Scott Cards works, most noticibly Speaker for the Dead, Seventh Son (in the
character Taleswapper) and the Originist (novelette, in Foundation's
Friends). This concept one could summarize as the importance of true
stories, especially as they play a role in defining communities. A
descriptive phrase for this concept might almost be "true myths", since the
role of these stories re community definition is very like the role of
myth.  (For a strikingly parallel view on this, see Dave Brin's Postman -
note that both Brin and Card (in Seventh Son) pay explicit homage to Ben
Franklin in this regard). Well, I'm starting to wonder if these ideas have
possible application to the mundane world. Is it time for folks to start
making a point to tell true stories, of just the right sort, in just the
right time and place to accomplish something worthwhile. Is it time for
alt.true.stories? Or, is all this after all simply works of fiction and
entertainment. What do folks here think?
   Awaiting responses.

Steve Crocker
bbs.stevec@spies.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 91 20:56:04 GMT
From: 003@pnet16.cts.com (Lcdr Smith)
Subject: Re: Rama II

I thought this book was pretty bad, and was equally disappointed, as I had
enjoyed Rama I quite a lot.  The trick was to follow the characters' silly
actions, and figure out how you would have done it better, wasting less
energy going up and down the silly ladder, etc.  The purpose of the book,
other than to make money off unsuspecting readers, and to prepare the way
for Rama III, remains a mystery to me.  Get this book from a library or a
friend; do not purchase your own copy.  

Sheri
UUCP: humu!nctams1!pnet16!003
ARPA: humu!nctams1!pnet16!003@nosc.mil
INET: 003@pnet16.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 91 14:10:31 GMT
From: iborchar@physics.adelaide.edu.au (Lord Khaos)
Subject: Re: Troika by Louise Cooper

PYC119@URIACC.URI.EDU (Tom Linkenback) writes:
>Has anyone been reading the Indigo series by Louise Cooper that just came
>out with it's fifth volume?  Does anyone know why the publisher
>(Bantam/Spectra I think) switched cover formats?  or when the next one
>will be out (Next decade considering her schedule lately...)

One thing I found very interesting was that I have yet to see the English
publication of "Troika" or any of the Chaos Gate Trilogy.  For all of her
other books the English release preceeded the American release... Hmmmmm.
Incidentally, the covers of the American and English editions were almost
identical.  This could explain the sudden change if the English publishers
are no longer publishing her work (as fast).

BTW, apart from some rare exceptions, such as Terry Pratchett (who is both,
extremely marketable NOW and English), English publishers will be very slow
to publish science fiction, although they will be very fast at securing
the rights to what may be a good seller.  Pity that (in Australia) we have
certain regulations that require distributers to purchase the English
edition (provided an English publisher has the rights to it...)
   :-{     :-{     :-{     :-{    :-{     :-{    :-{

I have to admit that making the Indigo series deal with only one demon a
novel does give the reader the ability to empathize with Indigo -
immortality can drag on, just like the series ....  :-)

DISACLAIMER:  "Nocturne" was brilliant though.

Ian Borchardt
Medical Physicist
University of Adelaide/Royal Adelaide Hospital
iborchar@physics.adelaide.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 91 13:39:24 GMT
From: colten@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (marc.colten)
Subject: Re: Eco's PENDULUM

miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu (Mike Odeen) writes:
>> The frightening thing about this thread is that it leads to the same
>> question that Eco's characters had to answer - did he "invent" a
>> conspiracy, or "discover" one.
> 
> Either I read too much... or you've missed something bigtime while
> reading FP.  The whole point (well, one of the whole points) was that
> given enough material everything can be connected, related, associated in
> just about any way that any reader could imagine. Ack. The whole
> thing was just...

I don't think I missed anything in FP.  The group started with the
commission to come out with a series they could peddle to the credulous.
They began assembling unconnected facts, and soon found, as you say, that
anything can be connected.  However, whether or not there was a real
Templar "plan", or whether "telluric currents" really work, they found that
there really was a conspiracy.  The ritual that he saw under the Pendulum
proved that it wasn't all in their minds.

By the way - did anyone else notice a small problem in the book.  Maybe
someone can point me in the right direction.  The Templar "plan" that they
were either inventing or discovering required a wait of 600 years.  When I
was reading the book I took that to be a matter or security (they were on
the run), or invention (they had a secret but couldn't use it yet).  But
when I got to the end there didn't seem to be any explanation of the wait.
If the secret was so powerful that they had to split it up at the beginning
- - why the 600 year wait?

Marc Colten

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jul 91 15:48:39 GMT
From: rsholmes@rodan.acs.syr.edu (Rich Holmes)
Subject: Re: Eco's PENDULUM (SPOILERS)

SPOIILERS FOLLOW:

colten@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (marc.colten) writes:
>I don't think I missed anything in FP.  The group started with the
>commission to come out with a series they could peddle to the credulous.
>They began assembling unconnected facts, and soon found, as you say, that
>anything can be connected.  However, whether or not there was a real
>Templar "plan", or whether "telluric currents" really work, they found
>that there really was a conspiracy.  The ritual that he saw under the
>Pendulum proved that it wasn't all in their minds.

There was a bunch of people who BELIEVED there was a conspiracy.  A meta-
conspiracy, if you like; but no proof that there was a conspiracy.  My
reading was that the narrator believed in the end that there was no
conspiracy, that the participants in the ritual had put together the same
unrelated facts that he had, only they believed it all.

On the other hand, it wasn't proved that there was no conspiracy.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jul 91 03:36:40 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: dago pigs / Gerrold / Heinlein / *yawn*  <OLD> argument

00kepulver said:
> Is it just me or is David Gerrold's entire War of the Chtorr series just
> a longer version of Heinlein's Starship Troopers?  The scenes in his book
> in the classroom are more than vaguely reminiscent of the ones in
> Starship Troopers. Likewise for the character Solomon Short in book 2 or
> 3.  Nothing against Gerrold, I liked the books, but he shouldn't keep
> borrowing ideas from other [and better] writers.
> 
> Tribbles are flat cats with the serial numbers filed off.

Actually, according to Heinlein, flat cats are just Ellis Parker Butler's
"dago pigs" (from the short story, "PIGS IS PIGS") with the serial numbers
filed off.

I'm told by a local lit prof that one of Butler's essays refers to the
"Sorceror's Apprentice" legend as the archetype he followed.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 91 21:14:09 GMT
From: CANNING@intellicorp.com (Janet Canning)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #265

Greetings,

I haven't been on the system for a while and I have been searching for the
sequel to "Hawks Grey Feather" I know I bought the hardback over a year
ago, has the 2nd installment come out yet?  It's by Kennealy, the one who
was hanging out with Jim Morisson a lot...or so she says.  I really liked
the Arthurian legends in space bit.  I have happened upon a new bb (it's
not in digest form yet) and it is mainly about the legends and history
surrounding the legends.  I would like to find out if there is a legend
that truly says that the Tuatha went back to the stars, etc.  I like a
mixture of legend and Sci fi and if anyone knows any references, I'd be
happy.

Janet

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jul 91 17:08:24 GMT
From: lnh@soliton.uucp (sometimes a Wombat)
Subject: BOOK REQUEST: _Red as Blood_

Well, having *finally* acquired a copy of Tanith Lee's _Red as Blood_ (how
can I resist a collection of overturned fairy tales subtitled _Tales From
the Sisters Grimmer_?), I read it in a swoop.  They are wonderful.  Fairy
tales redone as horror.  They're just *asking* for that treatment.

Settling down slightly, I have a question.  I had thought I was reasonably
familiar with Scandinavian folktales, but I didn't recognise the source
story that became "Wolfland".  Can anyone identify it for me, and point me
toward a source?

Thanks in advance.

Larry Hammer
LNH@albert.physics.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jul 91 18:28:00 GMT
From: neufeld@aurora.physics.utoronto.ca (Christopher Neufeld)
Subject: "New Camp" by Ira Levin?

   A friend of mine has read a Persian translation of _New Camp_ (literal
translation of the title from Persian) by Ira Levin. I can find no similar
title in the local on-line library catalog. Does anybody know anything
about this book? The story is set some years in the future, with a single
overlord computer running the planet. A group of humans is trying to wrest
control away from the machine, rebelling against the mandatory daily
injections which allow the computer to maintain its influence over them. A
single small island was the only part of the planet not attached to this
"Net". Any ideas what this might be? My friend believes the publication
date to be fairly recent, late 1980s. The university library has such Ira
Levin stories as _Rosemary's Baby_ and _The Boys from Brazil_ which are all
around 1960s publications.  Any ideas?

Christopher Neufeld
neufeld@aurora.physics.utoronto.ca
cneufeld@{pnet91,pro-cco}.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jul 91 19:38:16 GMT
From: pss1@kepler.unh.edu (Paul S Secinaro)
Subject: Re: "New Camp" by Ira Levin?

neufeld@aurora.physics.utoronto.ca (Christopher Neufeld) writes:
>   A friend of mine has read a Persian translation of _New Camp_ (literal
>translation of the title from Persian) by Ira Levin. I can find no similar
>title in the local on-line library catalog. Does anybody know anything
>about this book? The story is set some years in the future, with a single
>overlord computer running the planet. A group of humans is trying to wrest
>control away from the machine, rebelling against the mandatory daily
>injections which allow the computer to maintain its influence over them. A
>single small island was the only part of the planet not attached to this
>"Net". Any ideas what this might be? My friend believes the publication
>date to be fairly recent, late 1980s. The university library has such Ira
>Levin stories as _Rosemary's Baby_ and _The Boys from Brazil_ which are
>all around 1960s publications.  Any ideas?

  I believe the book you are referring to is called _This Perfect Day_,
which was published, I think, in the 1970's.  Maybe it's been reissued
under a new title?

Paul Secinaro
Synthetic Vision and Pattern Analysis Laboratory
Department of Computer and Electrical Engineering
University of New Hampshire
(603) 862-3287
pss1@kepler.unh.edu
p_secinaro@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - McCaffrey & Merril & Niven (6 msgs) &
                       Norton & Pournelle (6 msgs) & 
                       Reamy (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 10:44:32 GMT
From: louie@granite.ma30.bull.com (Daniel Y. Louie)
Subject: Pern

For those people who don't normally read the SF magazines:
  Anne McCaffrey has a new Pern novella in the latest (August) issue of
Analog.  You might want to read Dragonsdawn before reading the novella.
Some interesting concepts are contained in the story, but I'll save
spoilers for follow_up messages.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jul 91 06:34:27 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (The Film Fan Man)
Subject: Re: Judith Merril book list

roberts@cognos.UUCP (Robert Stanley) writes:
>There is also very little hard evidence for the existence of a 1968 US
>#13, other than its mention in Peter Nicholls' "Science Fiction
>Encyclopedia", in an article which definitely lists other titles in the
>series less than perfectly.  I do not have a copy in my collection, but I
>don't count that as evidence against.  If anyone has a definitive answer
>as to the existence of SF13, or non existence, I would like to hear it.

(1) I don't have a copy of it, either.
(2) It's not listed in R. Reginald's SCIENCE FICTION AND FANTASY
    LITERATURE. 
(3) It's not indexed in Bill Contento's INDEX TO SCIENCE FICTION
    ANTHOLOGIES AND COLLECTIONS.

I therefore suspect strongly that it does not exist.

> Merril, (Josephine) Judith, [January 21, 1923 - ]:
[bulk of list deleted]
> 1973 [C]   Survival Ship, and Other Stories
> 1976 [C]   The Best of Judith Merril

add:

1985 [C]   Daughters of Earth and Other Stories

This is a Canadian paperback from McClelland & Stewart.
ISBN: 0-7710-5837-3  C$5.95

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jul 91 19:05:48 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.unh.edu
Subject: A Gift from Earth

Just finished reading _AGfE_, and had a few questions:

   What in the world do the last few paragraphs about We Made It have to do
with the rest of the story?

   The story came from a short story, "Slowboat Cargo."  Does anyone know
where I can find this short story?  Perhaps _Tales of Known Space_ would
say, but mine is 30 miles away now.
   Is it ever definitively known that the slowboat _Planck_, that went over
the void edge of Plateau was destroyed with all hands lost?  They say "it
went over", and we are led to believe it was destroyed, but is there any
chance that it is not destroyed?  And was Polly still on it when it went
over?
  
   So adventures have taken place on Earth, Mount Lookitthat and Home.
Have other novels detailed other worlds?  I know that "The Borderland of
Sol" starts on Jinx.  Has We Made It, Wunderland or Down ever been the
scene of action or have they only served as background material?

   Perhaps the last few paragraphs of _A Gift from Earth_ was a teaser for
a novel about We Made It that never materialized.

J_Delano@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jul 91 20:40:14 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: A Gift from Earth

J_DELANO@UNHH.UNH.EDU sez:
>Just finished reading _AGfE_, and had a few questions:
. . .
>The story came from a short story, "Slowboat Cargo."  Does anyone know
>where I can find this short story?  Perhaps _Tales of Known Space_ would
>say, but mine is 30 miles away now.

"Slowboat Cargo" was the name of AGFE when it was serialized in Worlds of
If (or maybe it was Galaxy, but I think it was IF).  I read it there back
in the sixties.  I don't know how different the novel version was - never
found it interesting enough to reread but, the serialized form was
definitely not a short story.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jul 91 20:35:17 GMT
From: chuck@mrcnext.cso.uiuc.edu (charles bridgeland)
Subject: Re: A Gift from Earth

J_DELANO@UNHH.UNH.EDU writes:
>   What in the world do the last few paragraphs about We Made It have to
>do with the rest of the story?
>
>So adventures have taken place on Earth, Mount Lookitthat and Home.  Have
>other novels detailed other worlds?  I know that "The Borderland of Sol"
>starts on Jinx.  Has We Made It, Wunderland or Down ever been the scene of
>action or have they only served as background material?
>
>Perhaps the last few paragraphs of _A Gift from Earth_ was a teaser for a
>novel about We Made It that never materialized.  	

I think "The Handicapped" takes place on Down.

Perhaps the last little bit of _A Gift From Earth_ is meant to say "Big
changes are coming real soon now".

Chuck Bridgeland
chuck@mrcnext.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jul 91 20:45:27 GMT
From: arxt@quads.uchicago.edu (patrick  palmer)
Subject: Man-Kzin Wars Question

I've just begun reading some of Larry Niven's books, so excuse my
ignorance, but ...

   In the U.S.S. Enterprise Officers Manual (a Star Trek book, but then
again Niven did write a Star Trek episode), it is mentioned that the first
contact with the Kzin was in 2049.  Would this be about right?

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 00:40:16 GMT
From: cerebus@cs.bu.edu (Timothy Miller)
Subject: Re: Man-Kzin Wars Question

Patrick Palmer <arxt@quads.uchicago.edu> 
> I've just begun reading some of Larry Niven's books, so excuse my
> ignorance, but ...
>
> In the U.S.S. Enterprise Officers Manual (a Star Trek book, but then
> again Niven did write a Star Trek episode), it is mentioned that the
> first contact with the Kzin was in 2049.  Would this be about right?

  God only knows.

   In actuality, Niven wrote a story called ``The Soft Weapon'' (collected
in _Neutron Star_, if memory serves - damn, I want my library here) about a
neat little mutable weapon-thingy.  It was adapted to the Star Trek
universe for the animated series done by Filmation (You mean the folks who
*blessed* us with He-Man?  Yesindeedydo).  This brought the Kzinti into the
ST universe, and was adapted into the Star Fleet Battles simulation.

   But, as we all know, this was retroactively declared Not To Have
Happened by Happy Gene Himself.  So, officially, the Kzinti are *not* part
of Star Trek.  But we all know how much weight to place on Gene's little
pearls of canon, don't we?

cerebus@bucsd.bu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 07:45:56 GMT
From: dik@comp.lancs.ac.uk (Mr R. M. Bentley)
Subject: Re: Man-Kzin Wars Question

chuck@mrcnext.cso.uiuc.edu (Charles Bridgeland) writes:
>mess).  First contact takes place after hundreds of years of ARM enforced
>peace (that strong government that Larry Niven seems to trust).  I forget
>the story name, but it's a conflict in interstellar space bettween a Kzin
>warship and an underpowered ramscoop fortuitously equiped w/ a great BIG
>laser.

The story is called _The Warriors_ and appears in both _Tales of Known
Space_ and _Man Kzin Wars I_. I can't remember whether the human ship used
its drive or its comm laser to destroy the Kzin ship but it certainly didnt
have any explicit weapons as the Kzin Telepath couldnt detect any (wasn't
the human ship a survey vessel of some kind ?)

Richard
Department of Computing  
University of Lancaster
Bailrigg, Lancaster
LA1 4YR,   UK
(44) 524 65201 x3119
uucp :  ...!mcsun!ukc!dcl-cs!dik
arpa :  dik%lancs.comp@ucl.cs

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 10:48:08 GMT
From: louie@granite.ma30.bull.com (Daniel Y. Louie)
Subject: Norton's Witch World

I just finished reading Andre Norton's The Gate of the Cat.  Which books
have the witch world characters that are mentioned in this book (besides
Simon Tregarth and his kin) appeared in?

Thanks for your help.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 91 13:02:30 GMT
From: pss1@kepler.unh.edu (Paul S Secinaro)
Subject: Re: CoDominium

chuck@mrcnext.cso.uiuc.edu (Charles Bridgeland) writes:
>J_DELANO@UNHH.UNH.EDU writes:
>>	Could someone give me the correct order of Jerry Pournelle's
>>CoDominium/Empire of Man books?  I imagine King David's Spaceship would
>>be first and that The Moat Around Murcheson's Eye would be last.
>
>_Kind David's Spaceship_ is very late - during the second empire when lost
>colonies were being rediscovered.  May even, for all I know, be about even
>in time with _Mote_.
>	
>When is _Moat etc_ going to be out?  It's been in limbo almost as long as
>Last Dangerous Visions.

I'm pretty sure _King David's Spaceship_ happens at almost the same time as
_The Mote in God's Eye_, because at the end of KDS, they mention that
aliens had just been discovered in, I think it was, the Coalsack sector (I
read this a while ago), which is the reason why that particular planet
wasn't getting too much attention from the Empire.

_The Moat Around Murcheson's Eye_?  Is this a real title?  Never heard of
it.  Does anyone know what it's supposed to be about?  Do Niven/Pournelle
plan to follow up on _Mote_?  They sort of leave you hanging at the end.

Paul Secinaro
Synthetic Vision and Pattern Analysis Laboratory
Department of Computer and Electrical Engineering
University of New Hampshire     
(603) 862-3287
pss1@kepler.unh.edu
p_secinaro@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 91 08:54:57 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (The Film Fan Man)
Subject: Re: CoDominium

chuck@mrcnext.cso.uiuc.edu (Charles Bridgeland) writes:
>>_Kind David's Spaceship_ is very late - during the second empire when
>>lost colonies were being rediscovered.  May even, for all I know, be
>>about even in time with _Mote_.
>
>I take that last partially back, because I remember a detail. At one point
>in _Mote_, some people are drinking an alcoholic beverage imported from
>Prince Samual's World, so _KDS_ predates _Mote_ by at least enough years
>to develop an export market.

Actually, I believe it's somewhere in between your two statements. I seem
to recall that at the end of KDS, there's a mention of aliens (the Moties)
having just been discovered in the Coal Sack. I believe this was one of the
things added into KDS that wasn't in the original A SPACESHIP FOR THE KING.
The reference you mention was undoubtedly based on the original version of
the novel (MOTE was published smack dab in between the two versions of the
other), hence the seeming discrepancy.

Just about everything else set in that universe is toward the earlier part
of the timeline, as it almost all deals with Falkenberg. I've lost track of
the series with regards to the more recent books, so I can't really come up
with a decent chronological listing.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 91 19:47:04 GMT
From: vlcoleman@lescsse.jsc.nasa.gov (vicki coleman)
Subject: Re: CoDominium

pss1@kepler.unh.edu (Paul S Secinaro) writes:
>chuck@mrcnext.cso.uiuc.edu (charles bridgeland) writes:
>>J_DELANO@UNHH.UNH.EDU writes:

[stuff deleted]

>_The Moat Around Murcheson's Eye_?  Is this a real title?  Never heard of
>it.  Does anyone know what it's supposed to be about?  Do Niven/Pournelle
>plan to follow up on _Mote_?  They sort of leave you hanging at the end.

According to Pournelle's column in the March 91 BYTE, he and Larry Niven
are currently finishing up _The Moat Around Murcheson's Eye_ and it is
supposed to be released by Simon & Shuster sometime early in 1992.  There
wasn't any info about what it's supposed to be about.

Hope that helps.

Vicki

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 91 21:15:31 GMT
From: dmm0t@holmes.acc.virginia.edu (Dave Meyer)
Subject: Re: CoDominium

pss1@kepler.unh.edu (Paul S Secinaro) writes:
>_The Moat Around Murcheson's Eye_?  Is this a real title?  Never heard of
>it.  Does anyone know what it's supposed to be about?  Do Niven/Pournelle
>plan to follow up on _Mote_?  They sort of leave you hanging at the end.

Pournelle writes a monthly column for Byte magazine; every so often he
gives updates on how his books are going.  He's been promising us _The Moat
Around Murcheson's Eye_ for a couple of years. Apparently, it was almost
completely finished a while back, then was completely rewritten, and now is
somehwere in limbo.

Does anyone know more about this?

David M. Meyer
Department of Mechanical & Aerospace Engineering
University of Virginia
(804) 924-7926
dmm0t@virginia.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jul 91 13:03:30 GMT
From: hobbit@ac.dal.ca (C. Roald)
Subject: Re: CoDominium

J_DELANO@UNHH.UNH.EDU writes:
> Could someone give me the correct order of Jerry Pournelle's
> CoDominium/Empire of Man books?  I imagine King David's Spaceship would
> be first and that The Moat Around Murcheson's Eye would be last.

Since you mention the CoDominium, I guess you're aware of the FALKENBERG'S
LEGION books, which come long before KDS. I can't give you a chronology off
the top of my head, but I know Pournelle published one in an appendix
somewhere.  I seem to recall the first date on it being Neil Armstrong '69.

"THE MOAT AROUND MURCHESON'S EYE"?  Is this a sequel to THE MOTE IN GOD'S
EYE, or an alternate or confused title? I know Niven argued strongly that
TMIGE should be called THE MOTE IN MURCHESON'S EYE.

Roald

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jul 91 23:10:03 GMT
From: hobbit@ac.dal.ca (C. Roald)
Subject: Re: CoDominium

doug@netcom.COM (Doug Merritt) writes:
>hobbit@ac.dal.ca. (C. Roald) writes:
>>The essay is called "Building the Mote in God's Eye", and it is in A STEP
>>FARTHER OUT.
> 
> I don't recognize the title. Is that a Pournelle book, or what?

It's an anthology of Pournelle's writings, including "Survival with Style",
"The Moral Equivalent of War", and a bunch of his other Galaxy columns.

It's optimistic reading, if you have any sympathy at all for the
technophile's viewpoint.

Roald

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jul 91 15:55:49 GMT
From: novell!HICKS@uunet.uu.net (Jeffery D. Hicks)
Subject: Tom Reamy

While perusing some recent (last several months) discussion concerning Ray
Bradbury it brought to mind a favorite book of mine that I read about 15
years ago.  I believe the author was Tom Reamy (or something very close.)
The book was BLIND VOICES.  I thought it was an enchanting book ala vintage
Bradbury about circuses and magic and midwestern summers.  Unfortunately
Reamy was killed in either an automobile or motorcycle accident.  I believe
this is the only book he ever published.  Does anyone know if I'm wrong?
I'd also be interested if anyone knows of any other material he wrote.  It
probably would be short story magazine stuff.

Jeffery D. Hicks           
CCD                        
Boys Town National Research Hospital
555 North 30th Street
Omaha, NE  68131
HICKS@Novell.Boystown.org

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jul 91 08:30:02 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Subject: Re: Tom Reamy

HICKS@novell.boystown.org writes:
>...  I believe the author was Tom Reamy (or something very close.)  The
>book was BLIND VOICES.  I thought it was an enchanting book ala vintage
>Bradbury about circuses and magic and midwestern summers.  Unfortunately
>Reamy was killed in either an automobile or motorcycle accident.  I
>believe this is the only book he ever published.  Does anyone know if I'm
>wrong?

   Sadly, you aren't wrong. There was also a short-story collection called
_San Diego Lightfoot Sue and Other Stories_. The two books were all Reamy
ever published. They're both very good; as you said, reminiscent of
Bradbury. Although I would say that Reamy had a slightly sharper edge to
him, particularly in the short stories. It might have been the times in
which he wrote, but Bradbury never dealt with sex head-on, while Reamy's
work confronts it.

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jul 91 21:34:16 GMT
From: alayne@hobbit.gandalf.ca (Alayne McGregor)
Subject: Re: Tom Reamy

HICKS@novell.boystown.org writes:
>While perusing some recent (last several months) discussion concerning Ray
>Bradbury it brought to mind a favorite book of mine that I read about 15
>years ago.  I believe the author was Tom Reamy (or something very close.)
>The book was BLIND VOICES.  I thought it was an enchanting book ala
>vintage Bradbury about circuses and magic and midwestern summers.
>Unfortunately Reamy was killed in either an automobile or motorcycle
>accident.  I believe this is the only book he ever published.  Does anyone
>know if I'm wrong?  I'd also be interested if anyone knows of any other
>material he wrote.  It probably would be short story magazine stuff.

While _Blind Voices_ was Tom Reamy's only novel, a posthumous collection of
his best short stories appeared in 1983. It was called _San Diego Lightfoot
Sue and other stories_, and was published as an Ace paperback.

In the introduction to it, Harlan Ellison says that Reamy died at the age
of 42.  He had a heart attack while sitting at his typewriter, writing a
short story for F&SF.

Both Reamy's books are disturbing, evocative, and extraordinary.  Try to
find them.

Alayne McGregor
alayne@gandalf.ca

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Schmitz (2 msgs) & George O. Smith &
                       Waldrop & Williams & Yolen & Zelazny &
                       Chinese in SF (7 msgs) & Reviews &
                       Request Answer

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 5 Jul 91 12:24:31 GMT
From: mqvortru@iiic.ethz.ch (Michael Heide Qvortrup)
Subject: Books by James H. Schmitz

Here now the list I promised to post, when I had gotten all the
information.

Books by James H. Schmitz

[C] == Story Collection.
aka == Also known by this other title.

Schmitz, James H[enry] [Germany, U.S.A., 10/15/1911-1981]
    The Hub Universe:
	The Telzy Amberdon Stories:
	    The Universe Against Her [1964]
	    The Telzey Toy and Other Stories [1973] [C]
	    The Lion Game [1973]
	A Tale of Two Clocks [1962] [aka "Legacy"]
	A Nice Day For Screaming and Other Tales of the Hub [1965] [C]
	The Demon Breed [1968]
	A Pride of Monsters [1970] [C]
    Agent of Vega [1960] [C]
    The Witches of Karres [1966]
    The Eternal Frontiers [1973]

Thanks to kers@hplb.hpl.hp.com, SBISHOP@WSU.bitnet, LIBLJR@SUVM.bitnet for
answering to my original query and especially to abl@beagle.ECE.CMU.edu,
from whom I stole the above list (it was so nicely formatted :-)

Greetings.
Mike

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jul 91 14:50:36 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Books by James H. Schmitz

mqvortru@iiic.ethz.ch (Michael Heide Qvortrup) writes:
>Here now the list I promised to post, when I had gotten all the
>information.

[List omitted]

>Thanks to kers@hplb.hpl.hp.com, SBISHOP@WSU.bitnet, LIBLJR@SUVM.bitnet for
>answering to my original query and especially to abl@beagle.ECE.CMU.edu,
>from whom I stole the above list (it was so nicely formatted :-)

. . . who took it from John Wenn, the original compiler.  (We should try to
credit these things if possible.)  This bibliography, and *many* others
like it, are on elbereth.rutgers.edu for anonymous ftp in (I think) the
sfl/jwenn directory.

[Moderator's Note:  Actually, the bibliographies written by John Wenn are
in sfl/authorlists on elbereth.]

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jul 91 02:55:08 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: George O. Smith

A couple of folks were talking about me shooting off my mouth, to wit:

doug@netcom.COM (Doug Merritt) wrote:
>potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak) writes:
>> My favorite George O. Smith novel is "HIGHWAYS IN HIDING," which would
>> probably have nailed him an award if it hadn't been up against Frank
>> Herbert's first decent novel, "UNDER PRESSURE."
> 
> Hmm, that was published in 1955; I recall nothing of a Hugo. Which award
> are you talking about.
>
> (BTW Is this a retitling of The Dragon in the Sea, or are these two
> separate novels? The reference books I just checked provide too little
> information for me to sort this out.)

meltsner@crd.ge.com (Kenneth J Meltsner) wrote:
<< Doug Merritt entry referenced >>
> UNDER PRESSURE, DRAGON IN THE SEA, and 21st CENTURY SUBMARINE form the
> basis for Herbert's famous "Submarine Trilogy."  All three are the same
> book under the different titles that have accumulated since its original
> publication in the fifties.  Good SF trivia question.

Right.  "UNDER PRESSURE" was the "ASTOUNDING" serialization title, DRAGON
IN THE SEA" was the hardbound title, and "21ST CENTURY SUB" was the first
paperback edition's title.

A subsequent paperback edition was retitled "U.S.S. FENIAN RAM" and
subtitled "A brilliant novel of today's technology.. Tomorrow."  The first
three titles, which you mention, are the commonest ones.
 
As for the "award" I mentioned, I'm probably wrong; it's been about 35
years since I went to that convention, and I haven't any reference here to
check.  But somehow, I was under the impression that Smith's "HIGHWAYS IN
HIDING" and "UNDER PRESSURE" were up against each other for the Best Novel
Hugo, and that "UNDER PRESSURE" won.  I'll have to look that up the next
time I'm home.
 
(I'm sure I'll hear the answer here, in justifiably smarmy and superior
tones, from one of the Net.Encyclopedians; but I'll be glad to know the
correct answer.)

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jul 91 18:40:06 GMT
From: idddev@well.sf.ca.us (Innovative Data Design)
Subject: Howard Waldrop, cheaply priced

Ace Books has published a mass-market edition of _Strange Monsters of the
Recent _ by Howard Waldrop. This is a collection that includes six stories
that were in a small-press (Ziesing) edition a few years ago, plus the
novella "A Dozen Tough Jobs," which recounts the twelve labors of Hercules
as performed in the Deep South in the twenties.
 
Most of Waldrop's stories are rigorously worked-out chunks of alternate
history, usually funny as well. With the amount of research he puts into a
twenty-page piece, lesser writers could (and have) spin out a featherbedded
trilogy or two.

Anyway, if you're among those who consider science fiction to be "a
literature of ideas," or if you think you have a sense of humor, you should
seek this book out (or order it from the chainstore in the mall). The cover
is mostly orange, with a green perched pteranodon and white lettering.
 
Angus MacDonald
idddev@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jul 91 05:01:58 GMT
From: sbeagle@kennels.actrix.gen.nz (Thomas Farmer)
Subject: Re: Question about the Dragonbone Chair series

schekker@cst.prl.philips.nl (Maurice Schekkerman) writes:
> (Perhaps this has been asked before but I hadn't read the book then)
> 
> I finished reading the Dragonbone Chair by Tad Williams this morning and
> am looking forward to its sequels. Can anyone tell me whether they are
> already available and, if so, what their titles are?

Good to see that someone liked it. (The sequel is in paperback in NZ so
should be out everywhere else...)

Is there anyone else out there who thought that this book was rather weak?

Spoilers

I couldn't help thinking that the 'strange boy who turned out to be a girl
who turned out to be a princess who started to fall in love with the main
character' was just a little bit too cliched to be imaginable!

To be honest, I thought the book was a bit of a rip off of 'Magician' by
Raymond Feist with a few new elements added in.

Thomas Farmer
sbeagle@kennels.actrix.gen.nz

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jul 91 20:27:13 GMT
From: gouvea@zariski.harvard.edu (Fernando Gouvea)
Subject: Jane Yolen

One of my sons just finished reading Jane Yolen's *Dragon's Blood* and is
asking for more.  Does anyone have a list of her books, or know if this
particular one has a sequel?

Fernando Gouvea
gouvea@heac.mast.queensu.ca

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jul 91 14:25:01 GMT
From: bdj@muon.med.ge.com (Brian D. Johnston)
Subject: Zelazny and Amber

Has anybody heard when Zelazny's next Amber novel will be published?  Or
has he even gotten around to writing it?

Thanks!

Brian D. Johnston
PET Engineering
GE Medical Systems
W641, 3000 N. Grandview Blvd.
Waukesha, WI 53188
(414) 548-5189
johnstonb@med.ge.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 91 13:07:45 GMT
From: xanthian@zorch.sf-bay.org (Kent Paul Dolan)
Subject: Re: Chinese in SF/F

wangc@cpsc.UCalgary.ca (wangc) writes:
> I freely admit that it may be prejudice that makes me say, the only sf/f
> type story that I have read that really feels Chinese with Chinese
> characters was "the Fairy of Ku-She" (sp?) by M. Lucie Chin,

An absolutely fabulous fantasy; really took me into a completely foreign
way of thought in a seamless rush.

> Although a close second was "The Devil Wives of *" (Li Fong??) by an
> author with a non-Chinese name that I have totally forgotten (Lawrence
> H*?).

Have you read _Bridge of Birds_, and it's sequel (name forgotten)? These
are well considered.

Kent
xanthian@Zorch.SF-Bay.ORG
xanthian@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 91 14:24:54 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Re: Chinese in SF/F

wangc wrote:
> I freely admit that it may be prejudice that makes me say, the only sf/f
> type story that I have read that really feels Chinese with Chinese
> characters was "The Fairy of Ku-She" (sp?) by M. Lucie Chin, although a
> close second was "The Devil Wives of *" (Li Fong??) by an author with a
> non-Chinese name that I have totally forgotten (Lawrence H*?).

That's "The Devil Wives of Li Fong", by E. Hoffman Price.  Delightful.  He
also wrote another fantasy set in China called "The Jade Enchantress".
Both are available as Del Rey paperbacks.  Both excellent.

For anyone who likes this sort of thing as much as I do, I recommend the
books of Barry Hughart; _Bridge_Of_Birds_, _The_Story_Of_The_Stone_, and
_Eight_Skilled_Gentleman_.  Oriental fantasies written around a Sherlock-
Holmes-like sage and his resourceful peasant assistant.  They solve
supernatural murder mysteries.  And the books are very funny, to boot.

Eric S. Raymond
eric@snark.thyrsus.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 91 21:26:19 GMT
From: 665instr@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu (Ian)
Subject: Re: Chinese SF

wangc@cpsc.UCalgary.ca (wangc) writes:
> I read this story as well (and have read both of the Ender books) and
> liked it, but something about it did not ring true either as a Chinese
> story or Chinese characters.  I've read books ranging from Steve

Were you referring to "Chung Guo" or "Gloriously Bright"?

Anyway, the main odd thing I noticed about G.B. was the practice of naming
people after famous people... something I've not come across in (my
particular niche) of Chinese culture before. There might not be anything
wrong about this as (a) I've found out my particular niche of Chinese
culture is not typical; (b) this takes place thousands of years in the
future and Chinese culture could have changed...

Ian Chai
Internet: chai@cs.ukans.edu
Bitnet: 665instr@ukanvax

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 91 06:15:57 GMT
From: BECKS@taunivm.tau.ac.il
Subject: Chinese in SF/F

A netter (who I can identify only as Wangc because his/her address line was
garbled) complained of a lack of good authentic-feeling Chinese characters,
themes and plots in SF/F.  I would be very much interested in Wangc (or
anybody else's) opinions of Cordwainer Smith's stories.  I have heard that
some of his odd narrative effects were achieved by adapting classic Chinese
story-telling styles, and he certainly knew China.  There are also the
Master Li novels of Barry Hughart ("Bridge of Birds", "The Story of the
Stone", and is there a third?); while their major claim to fame is that
they are among the funniest books ever written, Hughart has clearly done
some serious homework on Chinese literature and culture.  I can't judge how
well he succeeded, anybody else want to comment?  

S. Beck

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 91 17:35:47 GMT
From: wcstom@ccs.carleton.ca (Tom Hamill)
Subject: Re: Chinese in SF/F

I'm not exactly sure if this applies to this thread, but there is a book
called "White Lotus" by John Hersey, published in 1965, and to quote the
lead-in page of the book "The chillingly possible story of a white girl
taken into captivity by the Chinese who have conquered America".

It has been 25 years since I've read it so all I recall is that the story
does take place mostly in China, and at the time I read it, it seemed to be
rich in detail about life in China, although I cannot say anything as to
its accuracy.

As near as I can tell, the book was not marketed as SF (It was Book OF The
Month Club selection in Feb 1965), but in the author's preface, he states
that this is a story of what might have happened.  He suggests it is an
alternate history novel without really saying so.  Considering the state of
the world at the time he wrote it, it would not have been PC to look at it
any other way.  Still, definitely worth reading if you can find a copy.  I
got mine way back when, and now I simply have to read it again.

Tom Hamill
wcstom@ccs.carleton.ca

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jun 91 15:44:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: Re:  Chinese in F&SF

Sorry, in my earlier posting, I mention _The Nightingale_, by Pamela Dean:
the author is Kara Dalkey of course (though if you like the Fairy Tales
series from ACE, you should have a look at _Tam Lin_, the latest, out in
hardcover, by, you guessed it, Pamela Dean).

A.M.B

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jul 91 23:21:15 GMT
From: skaugset@aries.scs.uiuc.edu (Anton E. Skaugset)
Subject: Re: Chinese in SF/F

BECKS@TAUNIVM.TAU.AC.IL writes:
>A netter (who I can identify only as Wangc because his/her address line
>was garbled) complained of a lack of good authentic-feeling Chinese
>characters, themes and plots in SF/F.  I would be very much interested in
>Wangc (or anybody else's) opinions of Cordwainer Smith's stories.  I have
>heard that some of his odd narrative effects were achieved by adapting
>classic Chinese story-telling styles, and he certainly knew China.  There
>are also the Master Li novels of Barry Hughart ("Bridge of Birds", "The
>Story of the Stone", and is there a third?); while their major claim to
>fame is that they are among the funniest books ever written, Hughart has
>clearly done some serious homework on Chinese literature and culture.  I
>can't judge how well he succeeded, anybody else want to comment?  

There is, indeed, a third book.  _Eight Skilled Gentlemen_.  I think it is
a bit better than _tSotS_, but not as good as _BoB_.  (IMHO).

I cannot comment on B. Hughart's command of Chinese literature and culture,
but I adore his writing style and delightful characters.

Highly recommended.

A.E.Skaugset
University of Illinois     
skaugset@aries.scs.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: Tue, 2 Jul 91 14:35 EDT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject:Reviews: short takes

This is January releases #4.

Title:     Beyond the Gate of Worlds
By:        Robert Silverberg, John Brunner, Chelsea Quinn Yarbro
Publisher: Tor (January 1991)
Format:    pb,  280 pp, $3.95
ISBN:      0-812-55444-2

   "Beyond the Gate of Worlds" is a collection of three novellas set in an
alternate universe in which more than half, instead of one-quarter, of
Europe's population died of the Black Plague.  In the twentieth century of
this world, European colonization of the New World never occurred, the
Industrial Revolution never took place, and the centuries-old Turkish
empire is only just beginning to crumble (Shakespeare's plays, in fact,
were written in Turkish).  Although the novellas fail to live up to the
promise implicit in this premise, they are worth reading for the glimpses
they afford into a fascinating world we were fortunate to escape.  [Guest
reviewer: Cathy Olanich]

Title:     Gnome Man's Land
By:        Esther Friesner
Publisher: Ace (January 1991)
Format:    pb, 235 pp, $4.50
ISBN:      0-441-08122-3

   "Gnome Man's Land," like most of Friesner's books, is crammed to
bursting with sly puns and slapstick antics by exotic "fairy" creatures.
Often the juxtaposition of such antics with the daily activities of
real-world humans results in side-splitting humor.  This time it doesn't,
possibly because Friesner chronicles for us too many of the mundane woes of
her likeable adolescent hero, Tim Desmond, before moving on to the meat of
the story.  Still, even flawed Friesner is a better read than the efforts
of many of the less skilled writers who attempt comic fantasy.  (N.B.  The
back-cover blurb is wrong - Tim's mother does NOT fall in love with a
medieval magician in this story!)  [Guest reviewer: Cathy Olanich]

Title:     The Tenth Class
By:        Karen Ripley
Publisher: DelRey (January 1991)
Format:    pb, 300pp, $3.95
ISBN:      0-345-37033-3

  This book reads like a sequel (possibly to the only previous novel by the
author listed in the front, _Prisoner_Of_Dreams_), but it makes me want to
*read* the prequel.  Ripley's protagonist has discovered that a group of
renegades is manipulating her society's genetic classification system for
nefarious ends.  Her lover is one of the victims, so she intends to do
something about it.  One welcome touch of realism is that she *doesn't*
have to take on most of her society single-handed...

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 91 22:16:44 GMT
From: rcarter@lektroid.wpi.edu (Randolph Carter (nee. Joseph H. Allen))
Subject: Re: a request

harres@OUTLAW.UWYO.EDU (John M Harres) writes:
>While in sixth grade, I read a short story about a planet that had
>invisible mazes with gems at their center, the larger the maze, the larger
>the gem.  The main character comes across a huge maze, and proceeds to go
>in.  He gets the gem, but dies before being able to find his way back out.
>
>Does anyone recognize this story?

H.P. Lovecraft's _The_Walls_of_Eryx_

Joseph H. Allen 
rcarter@wpi.wpi.edu
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Today's Topics:

	     Films - A Princess of Mars & Robot Jox (2 msgs) &
                     The Rocketeer & Nightfall & Terminator 2

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 02:15:00 GMT
From: dlw@swift.mbir.bcm.tmc.edu (David Louis Williams)
Subject: John Carter Movie 

wcs@naucse.cse.nau.edu (Bill Schulz) writes:
>Anybody else out there think that with modern special effects and a script
>sticking pretty close to A PRINCESS OF MARS, a really great movie could be
>made?

I for one would love to see a John Carter movie.  A while back I read, in
an issue of Starlog I think, that Disney owned the movie rights to _A
Princess of Mars_ and was looking into shooting the movie but that was the
last I heard.  Anyone else know anything about this?  

David Williams
dlw@mbir.bcm.tmc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jul 91 06:33:49 GMT
From: hartley@maxwell.physics.purdue.edu (Michael P Hartley)
Subject: Robot Jox

   Has anyone seen the movie 'Robot Jox'?  I have seen ads for it, even
promos on several tapes, but the official MCA book of videos available does
not list it.
   It looks like a non-animated Robotech (probably closer to Battletech)

Michael Hartley
Purdue University
hartley@maxwell.physics.purdue.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jul 91 17:33:39 GMT
From: rpieri@isis.cs.du.edu (Richard Pieri "A Stainless Steel Rat is Born")
Subject: Re: Robot Jox

hartley@maxwell.physics.purdue.edu (Michael P Hartley) writes:
>   Has anyone seen the movie 'Robot Jox'?  I have seen ads for it, even
>promos on several tapes, but the official MCA book of videos available
>does not list it.

"Robot Jox" is being (has been?) released on video. I'm not sure when,
though. I saw it courtesy of a friend of mine who got a tape from Japan
(complete with Japanese sub titles :-).

>  It looks like a non-animated Robotech (probably closer to Battletech)

Closer to neither. The screenplay was written by Joe Haldeman (_The Forever
War_) and is about a future where, instead of wars, countries settle their
differences in arena-style combat. The effects are mostly stop-action with
some occasional radio controlled miniatures. It has a similar feel to _The
Forever War_ with its anti-war overtones.

Personally, I liked it better than GunHed (in theaters sometime this
summer), but then again, I like Haldeman anyway.

Richard Pieri
14 Westdale RD.
Holbrook, MA  02343-1031
UA_RLP@nuhub.acs.northeastern.edu
ratinox@nueng.coe.northeastern.edu
UA_RLP@NUHUB{.BITNET}             

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jun 91 17:35:19 GMT
From: leeper@cbnewsj.cb.att.com (mark.r.leeper)
Subject: THE ROCKETEER


				THE ROCKETEER
		       A film review by Mark R. Leeper

	  Capsule review:  The 1981 graphic novel comes to the
     screen as what may be the best film ever made based on a
     comic book.  This is a wonderful tying together of historic
     detail in the story of a man who becomes a super-hero with
     the help of a rocket pack.  Expect this one to run (or fly)
     for much of the summer.  Rating: high +2 (-4 to +4).

   I recognize that there are some films that it is hard for me to be
objective about and all I can do is state my prejudices at the beginning of
my review.  I think I was about five years old when Saturday morning
television ran COMMANDO CODY, SKY MARSHALL OF THE UNIVERSE.  At five years
of age I decided that I really liked something I later learned to call
"science fiction" and everything I have ever really been interested in
since has been an out-branching from that root.  For years, I dreamed of
somehow getting a rocket suit like Commando Cody's.  Not being a graphic
novel fan, I never heard of THE ROCKETEER, released ten years ago.
However, seeing the stand-up poster for THE ROCKETEER several months ago
brought a flood of memories and I knew even then this was a film that I
would have a hard time being objective about.  And the film turned out to
be much better than I expected even then.

   The setting is 1938 Los Angeles.  The title character is Cliff Secord,
played a bit too callow and pure by Bill Campbell.  Secord is a flying ace
who, through rather contrived circumstances, comes into possession of a
stolen rocket suit designed by Howard Hughes (played by Terry O'Quinn).
Lots of people want this suit for lots of different reasons, but it is
Secord who has the suit and who reluctantly lets it make him into a
superhero.  The main villain who wants to get his slimey hands on the suit
is handsome film star Neville Sinclair, a character based on allegations
that have been made about Errol Flynn.  Sinclair is played by Timothy
Dalton.  The basic plot is very basic and is a negative aspect of the film.

   But while the plot is pretty humdrum, much of the writing is not.  Like
David Mamet's "Water Engine," THE ROCKETEER ties together many pieces of
1930s and 1940s popular culture into a single story.  For little details to
throw into the story, THE ROCKETEER draws heavily on Hollywood icons, on
then-contemporary world events, and on details of aviation history.
Through Rick Baker's make-up we get one final film in which Rondo Hatton
plays the heavy.  There is a witty reference to the famous Hollywood sign
over Hollywood.  There are allusions to the Hindenburg, here called the
Luxembourg.  As a rather canny inside joke, a small piece of animation is
done in the style used in Frank Capra's "Why We Fight" films.  The joke is
that Capra's animation, like the film THE ROCKETEER, was a product of
Disney Studios.  And of course there are the classic planes of the period,
provided in part by the heavy involvement of Howard Hughes as a major
character.  Also we see the classic art deco and just plain weird Los
Angeles architecture.  For example, the Bulldog Diner is shaped like a
giant bulldog.  The flying suit itself is art deco.  All these elements
combine to make a fascinatingly detailed film that constantly challenges
the viewer with more than meets the eye.

   Special effects are charmingly provided by Industrial Light and Magic.
They are generally fairly good with the ironic exception of the flying suit
sequences, which are not quite visually believable and which would in real
life rip our rocket man apart with whiplash.  The script's weak points are
the occasional lapses into self-satire, the overly complex interrelations
of the villains, and a sequence in a nightclub that drags on much too long.
With those exceptions, one has to say that THE ROCKETEER is a very nicely
crafted film offering entertainment on many levels.  This is one of those
rare films you can truly say the whole family should enjoy.  I give it a
high +2 on the -4 to +4 scale.

Mark R. Leeper
att!mtgzy!leeper
leeper@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jul 91 15:55:49 GMT
From: novell!HICKS@uunet.uu.net (Jeffery D. Hicks)
Subject: Nightfall

Has anyone seen the film version of NIGHTFALL starring David Birney?  I'll
admit I haven't read the Asimov story in some time, but I don't believe the
film did it justice.  The film was quirky and I feel I missed something.

Jeffery D. Hicks           
CCD                        
Boys Town National Research Hospital
555 North 30th Street
Omaha, NE  68131
HICKS@Novell.Boystown.org

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jul 91 19:50:47 GMT
From: leeper@cbnewsj.cb.att.com (mark.r.leeper)
Subject: TERMINATOR 2: JUDGMENT DAY

			  TERMINATOR 2: JUDGMENT DAY
		       A film review by Mark R. Leeper

	  Capsule review:  A big sci-fi (as opposed to "science
     fiction") film with amazing special effects has Arnold
     Schwarzenegger again playing a robot caught up in a battle
     for the future being fought in the present.  Stronger on
     action than intelligence, it still manages to expand the
     ideas of the first film.  Rating: +1 (-4 to +4).

   (There are films plotted in such a way that it is very difficult to say
anything without giving away twists in the plot.  This review has been
worded carefully to avoid spoilers that have appeared in *every* other
review I have seen.  A spoiler section will follow the review to discuss
matters that could not be addressed in the main body of the review.)

   On August 29, 1997, so the story goes, the world is plunged into nuclear
war, though of about six billion people, only about half are actually
killed.  The remaining three billion people are locked into a
life-and-death struggle of humans against machines.  The machines achieve
sentience and set out to kill all humans to make the world safe for
machine-kind.  But the one human who most stands in their way is John
Connor.  So the machines send a killer robot, a "terminator," into the past
to the year 1984 to kill Sarah Connor, who is destined to be the mother of
John.  The humans manage to send back a human to protect Sarah Connor.  The
struggle of these two time travelers and the conception of John Connor is
the plot of the 1984 film THE TERMINATOR.  The first robot, played by
Arnold Schwarzenegger, failed in his mission so the machines, who could
send only one robot back before, suddenly found a way to send a second
robot.  The humans, too, who could send only one human before, find the
means of sending back their own representative for their own second shot.
This time each sends to somewhere around the year 1995, one with a mission
to kill the now ten-year-old John Connor, the other with a mission to
protect John Connor.  Their conflict is the story of TERMINATOR 2: JUDGMENT
DAY.

   Sarah Connor's reaction to the events of the first film bordered on the
psychotic.  She made it her mission to learn everything she could about
guerilla warfare and survival tactics to pass on to her son.  She slept
with mercenaries and made friends with military personnel to help achieve
her goal.  She was eventually placed in a mental institution and John was
given to foster parents.  He seems to have aged fast and behaves like a
much older boy.  He even apparently has a license for a dirt-bike that he
rides like a teenager and has broken the security on local cash machines.
One might assume that the sequel is more of a juvenile film if the main
character is so young, but director James Cameron uses that device only to
widen the band of audience appeal to include younger people.  Arnold
Schwarzenegger is as tough as he was in the first outing but this time has
more of an opportunity to put personality into his character.

   The new script adds some new concepts and forgets about some of the old.
And both actions are welcome.  We discover this time around that the
nuclear war was not with the Soviets.  This might have been considered a
necessary change since month by month the possibility of nuclear war
between the United States and the Soviets seems more and more remote.  But
without the Soviets as foes, the question would be whom would we be
fighting with.  The film provides an answer, as Cameron often does, by
borrowing a concept from another major science fiction film.  (See the
spoiler section if you dare.)  Not entirely gone but soft-pedaled is the
ridiculous idea that only living matter can go through the time portal.  So
the time portal strips away clothing and weapons but for some reason leaves
intact other dead matter like hair and fingernails.  However, at one point
in the film, the machines of the future send back a piece of metal and it
makes it through just fine without being living tissue.  The concept that
some physical process in the time portal recognizes what is living and what
is not is dubious at best.  This of course does raise an inconsistency in
the plot, but then Cameron considers and develops the ideas of the film
only enough so they do not get in the way of all the action scenes.  Along
those lines it still has not occurred to the humans of the future (is
"still" the right word for events in the future?) that their efforts might
be better spent in sending back agents actually to avert the war, rather
than just to lessen its impact.

   The action scenes and special effects - what most of the audience has
come to see, are delivered, even if not always in the most intelligent
manner.  I consider Cameron's last film, THE ABYSS, a much more intelligent
and interesting action film.  It had better characters and a much more
engrossing story.  In one sequence of TERMINATOR 2, one of the good guys is
sprayed with machine gun fire that should have been instantly fatal, but he
lives considerably longer to exact his revenge.  It is a little redundant,
incidentally, to say that it is a good guy sprayed with machine gun fire.
From a certain point in the plot on, the good guys undertake to do what has
to be done without killing any more of the bad guys, much like in the
Japanese action film SANJURO.  The special effects are extremely well done
and undoubtedly account for a big piece of the film's price tag of
somewhere around a tenth of a billion dollars.  That cost was apparently
partially defrayed by rubbing the audience's collective nose in the name of
a well- known soft drink.

   While much of the special effects budget went into creating some really
impressive robot effects, there was enough left over to spend some very
impressive effects on a dream sequence.  In the film THE MOUSE THAT ROARED,
in the midst of showing some screwball characters playing tag with a
nuclear super-weapon, we see a huge nuclear detonation.  The narrator
reassures us that it did not really happen in the plot and the scene was
just to remind us what could happen any moment.  Similarly, we see some of
the most frightening and realistic scenes ever created of a city destroyed
by a nuclear bomb.  And we see them in a dream sequence to tell us, this is
what Sarah Connor is trying to avoid.  In those scenes and many others the
audience can only marvel at the incredible technology used to create this
fervently anti-technology film.

   TERMINATOR 2: JUDGMENT DAY is a large film with large virtues and large
faults.  Like Mt. Rushmore, it is huge and a must-see, but one wonders if
it really was such a good idea in the first place.  I would rate this Mt.
Rushmore of a movie +1 on the -4 to +4 scale.

       ***SPOILER SECTION***

   One of the nice touches of the script is its use of the audience's
expectations from the previous film to surprise the audience this time
around.  Once again you have a mean-looking Arnold Schwarzenegger and a
smaller and more human-looking guy - thin, short, and his ears stick out -
arriving from the future.  The natural assumption the audience has is that
the Schwarzenegger robot will be a killing machine aimed at John Connor,
and the other visitor will be playing defense.  It would have caught the
audience nicely off-guard when each does precisely the opposite thing.
Unfortunately, you are looking at the first and only review I have seen
that does not spoil this twist for the audience.

   Every review also gives away the nature of the bad terminator, a truly
awesome idea for a killing machine which it strikes me was borrowed from a
1960s DC comic book called "Metal Men."  Visually the effect, a close
relative of the "water-tentacle" used in THE ABYSS, is very impressive.
However, the story simply did not carry through with the power of this
killer.  In at least three of the scenes, he should have been able to take
out John Connor by turning himself into a strong clamp and a very long
sword.  He should have been able to kill any human within twenty or thirty
feet of him fairly easily.  There may have been some rule that said only a
certain percentage of his weight could go into the sword, but if that were
the case they should have said so.  And this thing is many orders of
magnitude advanced over the old-style terminator.  Where did the new
technology come from?  It seems unlikely for 2029 that any such technology
will be possible.

   It is nice that Sarah Connor starts to use her head, but why does nobody
in the future think in terms of stopping the nuclear war?  And destroying
the computers is a good thought for someone like Sarah, but it probably
would not work.  It is a standard security precaution to store important
software backups off-site just in case two robots from the future decide to
use your lab as a battleground.  Or in case a defense computer becomes
sentient and starts dictating terms.  I think Cameron probably borrowed
that idea from COLOSSUS: THE FORBIN PROJECT.

   One last question: When the liquid nitrogen truck took the liquid robot
into the foundry, am I the only one who knew the next two forces that would
be used against him?  No, I thought not.

Mark R. Leeper
att!mtgzy!leeper
leeper@mtgzy.att.com
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Today's Topics:

		     Films - Quest for Fire (2 msgs) &
                             Aliens III (3 msgs) &
                             Terminator 2 (8 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 2 Jul 91 20:11:00 GMT
From: CORMACBW@snycenva.bitnet ("BARBARA CORMACK")
Subject: Anthony Burgess's languages

John Ross asked about the languages in Quest for Fire.  I saw the movie
several times when it first came out (early 80's?).  My recollection is
that Burgess was the language consultant, if not designer, and based what
was used in the film on Indo-European roots.  I watched it once with a
friend who is fluent in several languages and he was able to follow a good
deal of the speech.  I believe there was an article about Quest for Fire in
Cinefantastique at the time; that might be a good place to learn more than
my scanty bits.  Also, wasn't Desmond Morris a consultant on behavior, body
language, and such for QfF? (Or am I remembering wrong?)  I know the
makers tried very hard to make the film "authentic."  That's my
contribution, for what it's worth.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jul 91 22:52:38 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Anthony Burgess's languages

CORMACBW@snycenva.BITNET ("BARBARA CORMACK")
>John Ross asked about the languages in Quest for Fire. 
>[...] and based what was used in the film on Indo-European roots.
>[...] I know the makers tried very hard to make the film
>"authentic."

I hope it's clear that using Indo-European is not an "authentic"
contribution. Indo-European is positively modern compared with the setting
of Quest for Fire.

But then the average film producer/director/writer probably considers "the
cave-man days" to be anything that predates the Roman Empire.

I don't recall the details of the film anymore, but I do recall being
disgusted at the pathetic *inauthenticity* of the film when I saw it.  It
seemed to me yet another opportunity for combining realism/education with
entertainment, which unfortunately instead simply repeated misconceptions
and vastly inadequate research. Rather like Space 1999.

Sigh. I suppose I'll have to see it again now, to refresh my memory in
order back up these claims once the flames start.

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jul 91 17:10:25 GMT
From: ILWN500@indycms.iupui.edu (David Markfield)
Subject: Aliens III

Pardon me for coming into the discussion so late but.....

Last night on the Tonight Show one of the guests was Charles Dutton.  He is
one of the actors starring in Aliens III.  He didn't mention much about it.
About the only thing he did mention is that most of the cast has to shave
their heads (including Sigourney) as the planet it takes place on is
infested by lice.  Anyway what is the word on Aliens III.  Just at a guess
I'm thinking we visiting Earth in this one but I could be totally wrong.

Anyway I'd appreciate it if those of you in the know could enlighten this
unenlightened one either through sf-lovers or directly.

Thanx in advance.

David Markfield
ilwn500@indycms.iupui.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jul 91 18:11:08 GMT
From: hikaru@halcyon.wa.com
Subject: Aliens III

Saw Terminator II last night - they had a preview of Aliens III along with
it. Basically, it was just one of the eggs rushing through space, with a
voiceover saying "In 1979, humans found out that in space, nobody can hear
you scream. In 1992, they would discover that on Earth, everybody can hear
you scream." I guess it's slated for release early 1992 but, just based
on this preview, it sounds like they might be using the script written by
William Gibson after all! His script (the first of thirty) took place on
Earth, and I don't think any scripts after his took place on Earth.

Strange - I had heard somewhere that the plans for Aliens III were
scrapped...

UUCP: hikaru@halcyon.uucp
Internet: halcyon!hikaru@seattleu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jul 91 20:26:41 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (The Film Fan Man)
Subject: Re: Aliens III

halcyon!hikaru@seattleu.edu writes:
>[...]  just based on this preview, it sounds like they might be using the
>script written by William Gibson after all! His script (the first of
>thirty) took place on Earth, and I don't think any scripts after his took
>place on Earth.

Where did you ever get the idea that Gibson's script was set on Earth?  It
wasn't, nor on any planet, for that matter. I've read the thing.  In fact,
Ben Wharton had posted a synopsis of the script at least twice in this very
newsgroup.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: Mon, 8 Jul 91 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: SPOILER WARNING

****WARNING****

The following messages feature a discussion of "Terminator 2: The Judgement
Day."  Some of the material and comments presented in this discussion may
give away key elements of the plot.  Those of you that have not yet seen
the movie, may want to skip these messages.

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jun 91 16:57:33 GMT
From: Richard.Travsky@samba.acs.unc.edu (Richard Travsky)
Subject: Minor Terminator 2 Spoiler

Saw Arnold Schwarzenegger on Dave Letterman Thursday night.  Naturally, he
was plugging Terminator 2.  They ran a short clip (the main reason I
watched ;).  Showed Naked Arnie at a biker's bar looking for clothes.
Naturally (again), the set of clothes he decides on are leather. (I guess
androids don't sweat.)  The biker finds this amusing and puts his cigar out
on Arnie's chest.  Sigh.  Now Arnie has to go and crush the Nice Biker's
hand.  Cue the fight scene!
 
The Letterman people had some fun with Arnie on the clip.  The clip was
asked to be rolled, but what was shown was a clip from Arnie's very first
movie, "Hercules In New York", circa 1970.  As Arnie put it, he was "just
off the boat", couldn't speak English, and all his lines were dubbed in.
(The plot concerns the demi-god Hercules coming to New York and, well, gee,
I don't want to spoil this for you too.)

Rich Travsky
rtravsky@corral.uwyo.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jul 91 13:28:32 GMT
From: Richard.Travsky@samba.acs.unc.edu (Richard Travsky)
Subject: More Terminator 2 Spoilers

Well as the release date for Terminator 2 approaches, the more tidbits come
out about the movie.  Here's what I saw on Siskel & Ebert (two thumbs up,
BTW) and some show called "One On One":

  Sarah Connors is in an institution for "ranting" about the Future
 
  Arnie gets her out of the institution
 
  Sarah's kid (the hope of the future) appears to be about 12 (at least big
  enough to ride a small motorcycle)
 
  The effects of the "bad" terminator are great.  One scene showed him jump
  onto to the back of a car, his arms turn into spikes and he rips open the
  back of the car.  ANother scene shows him with a hole blown clear through
  his head.  They said think of him as a creature liquid metal, he can
  close the hole you blow into him.
 
And don't forget Arnie's appearance on Letterman the other night, with the
spoiler about him beating up biker's to get clothes.
 
Looking forward to it!

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jul 91 17:02:22 GMT
From: geisjbj@uregina1.bitnet ("John B. Geis")
Subject: Terminator 2 (Spoilers!)

Terminator 2 is just about everything that the critics said it was, and
more!  Spoilers to follow:

Just in you've been living in a box for the last three weeks and haven't
heard yet, we get TWO Terminators in this one.  Arnold appears as that old
stand-by, the Cyberdine series 101.  In addition, a second, newer model
(the series 1000? or some such), which is made of a liquid metal alloy and
can be ANYONE and ANYTHING that it touches (well, anything of an equivalent
mass, anyway).  One is good, one is bad of course.  And naturally, the bad
one has to be the new one, which is effectively indestructible.

Incidentally, this Terminator is obviously where most of the $$$$ went for
the special effects department!  They always had this guy changing shape or
reforming himself after VERY LARGE bullet holes have been blasted into
him (Arnold is just SO GOOD at blasting bullet holes in people and
things!!).

I don't want to give away much more of the plot, just a few other
comments:

  The view of the fight in 2029 at the beginning of the movie is absolutely
  spectacular!  We also get a cameo shot of the grown-up John Connor
  leading the fight.

  Sarah's nightmare about what happens when a nuke hits L.A. is a chilling
  image.  I always thought I had a good mental picture of what a nuclear
  detonation would do to a city, but this one was even worse than anything
  I've ever come up with (I always wrote off the heat blast in my
  imagination as a very close-range phenomena.  Now I have to rethink
  that!).  This one scene should be required viewing of ANYONE involved in
  the U.S.- Soviet arms talks.  It would likely lead to much faster
  solution in the negotiations!

  ACTION, ACTION, ACTION!!  This movie certainly does move.  The only
  problem I found was that there was this complete lack of tension over the
  potential results.  I KNEW that John was going to be alright.  I was
  reasonably certain that Sarah would survive, but I also found that I
  didn't care too much one way or the other (sorry about that Sarah!).  The
  first movie was very tense, as we did not know whether or not the
  Terminator would get her and change history.  By now, we know that they
  can't kill off the major protaganist (would cut into the profits for
  Terminator 3!).

That's about it for the moment.  Looking forward to everyone else's
opinions.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 91 18:53:58 GMT
From: sksircar@stroke.princeton.edu (Subrata Sircar)
Subject: Terminator 2:  Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

   Wow.  See this movie.

1) They actually made an effort to wrap up the loose ends from both movies,
including the bootstrap effect.  The first movie pointed out the alternate
reason for sending a Terminator to the past the first time; his remains
were needed for the cybernetic breakthrough which triggered Armaggeddon.
This time, all remains of all three Terminators are incinerated, and the
movie ends on a somewhat positive note, implying that the future the
Terminators came from is no longer inevitable.

2) Great science-fiction.  They had one real "gimmick": the mimetic metal,
and they milked that very well.  Usually, when watching an SF movie, I can
think of twelve different ways the villians could use their powers to end
the movie somewhere after the first half hour; au contraire, mon frere!
The mimetic Terminator uses his abilities very intelligently, especially in
combat; reforming around bullets, sliding through grills, reforming around
Arnie's hand when he punches him, etc.  Arnie too, is intelligent;
shielding the boy with his body the first time the Terminators meet,
knowing that the bullets will simply flatten against his metal
endoskeleton.  The evil Terminator had sensible limitations, too; he
couldn't reform the gun he held, nor could he change forms quickly.  He
could have oozed through cracks, but it would have taken a long time, and
he could have opened any key-driven lock, but it was faster to break down
the door :<)

About the only trick he missed was abandoning the human form altogether and
going to the octopus mode for combat, but it might have been difficult to
control that many limbs - all of his other moves were amorphous/human, with
reshapings of human limbs.  He also should have imitated the Arnie
Terminator as soon as he had taken him out - it might have let him get to
sword range.  These are quibbles, however - most of the time he was acting
smartly and intelligently.

3) Linda Hamilton plays Sarah Conner as a woman driven by the spector of
global annihilation; she has a recurring dream of the world ending,
destroying all the children in a playground.  She is not quite sane, and
has become determined to prevent the holocaust by any means necessary,
including the sacrifice of other lives as well as her own.  She has gotten
extremely violent, as when she clubs the orderly during her escape - at
least one, probably two unnecessary blows.  I kept seeing Sarah Conner as
someone who was alternately trying to be a mother and a soldier, never sure
which one was right, knowing which one was practical.

Great flick!

Subrata Sircar
sksircar@phoenix.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jul 91 20:32:02 GMT
From: tar@math.ksu.edu (Tim Ramsey)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

Spoilers for Terminator 2 follow:

sksircar@stroke.princeton.edu (Subrata Sircar) writes:
>So she deserved to crush his skull?  :<)
>
>That's exactly my point, however.  She is much more violent than she used
>to be, and she was out of control when she took down the orderly, just as
>she was later after her dream ...

Try spending (how many years) locked up in an insane asylum being doped up
on Thorazine, being told that you are crazy, and being worried sick about
your son (and everyone else on the planet), then see if you don't get a wee
bit violent when you attempt an escape.  :)

I have some plot questions.  First, when the Bad Terminator (BT) is
stabbing at the 3 in the elevator in the asylum, he stabs several times
from the ceiling with (about) a 5 foot "blade".  Why not extend the blade
all the way to the floor?  Why not ooze through the holes he made and
attack them while they're confined?  Why not extrude some eyeballs so you
can see where you're stabbing?

(Perhaps he is fixed in the next release :)

Second, during the final battle scene in the foundry, the BT keeps the form
of the policeman.  Why not something a little more fearsome/deadly?  Why
not some spikey scissorhanded rubberjointed spidercreature that can climb
up walls and head them off at the pass?  Why not sneak ahead of them and
become a ladder for them to climb?

I liked this movie, up until the tearjerker ending.  The special effects
were excellent, the BT/actor gave good evil, and the kid was OK.  Sarah
looked mean.  And was that really Linda Hamilton's twin sister with her in
the scene where the BT disguised itself as Sarah?

Tim Ramsey
Department of Mathematics
Kansas State University
Manhattan KS  66506-2602
(913) 532-6750
tar@math.ksu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jul 91 08:36:29 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

tar@math.ksu.edu (Tim Ramsey) writes:
>I have some plot questions.  First, when the Bad Terminator (BT) is
>stabbing at the 3 in the elevator in the asylum, he stabs several times
>from the ceiling with (about) a 5 foot "blade".  Why not extend the blade
>all the way to the floor?  Why not ooze through the holes he made and
>attack them while they're confined?  Why not extrude some eyeballs so you
>can see where you're stabbing?

   For that matter, why not cut the elevator's cable? Best-case (from the
BT's point of view) wrecks the cage, killing both Connors. Worst-case has
them trapped in a small box, easy meat. I found it hard to believe that
they were willing to get in an elevator at all, especially since they were
only a couple of stories up.

   Incidentally, does anyone else agree that the BT depended on nanotech
assemblers? I can't see any other way to explain the lack of large-scale
internal structure in the thing. The problem is that the machines in the
future don't seem to have the advantages that control of nanotechnology
ought to bring. Given nanotechnology, exterminating the future humans ought
to be easy. (Hmm...followups to sci.nanotech? :-)

   Of course, from what we see of the future in both films, the machines
seem to have the humans so outclassed in terms of equipment that it's hard
to understand why they see the need to send a robot back to deal with John
Connor.

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jul 91 13:25:56 GMT
From: ggray@geech.gnu.ai.mit.edu (Gary P. Gray)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb) writes:
>tar@math.ksu.edu (Tim Ramsey) writes:
>Incidentally, does anyone else agree that the BT depended on nanotech
>assemblers? I can't see any other way to explain the lack of large-scale
>internal structure in the thing. The problem is that the machines in the
>future don't seem to have the advantages that control of nanotechnology
>ought to bring. Given nanotechnology, exterminating the future humans
>ought to be easy. (Hmm...followups to sci.nanotech? :-)

That's what I was thinking, that it was some sort of mass of nano-machines.
As for why it didn't simply etxrude itself into the elevator, it seemed to
me that the thing needed some time to reform (it took a while to extrude,
change its form, and then solidify again.) for example, the time it took
for it to flow into the helicopter and reshape itself.  Possibly in this
liquid form, it would be rather vulnerable (Arnie could have just splashed
it around the elevator.) Remember, this was a prototype, so there are bound
to be a few bugs... like taking extra time to assume a shape (haven't got
the inter nano-machine network tweaked just right...)

Gary Gray
ggray@gnu.ai.mit.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 3 Jul 91 14:19:56 GMT
From: jtthorp@hubcap.clemson.edu (Wile E. Coyote)
Subject: Re: David Eddings: The Belgariad and Mallorean

rimovsky@ux1.cso.uiuc.edu (Tony Rimovsky) writes:
>I was just wondering what people think of these (this, really) series.  I
>just fininshed The_Seeress_of_Kell and I thought that all of these stories
>were great. (I read the Mallorean series in 4 day, and I worked 30 hours
>and took classes!!)  I don't think I ever read things that fast unless I
>am not doing anything else.  Anyway, an opinions?  What about the basic
>plot devices and ideas on religion?  Has anyone read them?

The original series (The Belgariad) was OK (but then again, I'll read just
about anything), but I felt Eddings dragged it out a little too much.  I
haven't read the Mallorean yet, but I've been told that it is a re-hash of
the Belgariad.  I do not agree or disagree with this - it is the opinion of
my local bookstore owner, and as I have said, I haven't read it yet.

Unfortunately, I found most of the Belgariad was fairly predictable.  I
think Eddings went out of his way to make Belgarion the Messiah of his
world which I feel was completely unneccessary - Garion acquires all these
abilities, and in his final confrontation with Torak, they are completely
useless.  Of course, that can be interpreted as the moral of the story -
power and might is meaningless without love or joy (or some other junk like
that).  I may be very cynical, but that really irritates me.

In spite of my apparent disgust with the series, I actually liked the
Belgariad.  I always feel more comfortable readinga series or large single
novel than a short novel.  I like to see the development of the characters,
and the plot is usually incidental (in my mind) to that.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 91 15:05:13 GMT
From: kimshi@wpi.wpi.edu (Erik Currin)
Subject: Re: David Eddings: The Belgariad and Mallorean

Tony Rimovsky writes: 
>I was just wondering what people think of these (this, really) series.  I
>just fininshed The_Seeress_of_Kell and I thought that all of these stories
>were great. (I read the Mallorean series in 4 day, and I worked 30 hours
>and took classes!!)  I don't think I ever read things that fast unless
>Anyway, an opinions?  What about the basic plot devices and ideas on
>religion?  Has anyone read them?

I read the Belgarion in somewhat the same time. It was, in my opinion,
fantastic, I proceeded to read the Mallorean after. I was a bit
disappointed in the 3rd book+.  By then all characters had been developed
and the only thing left was empty action. David Eddings also left huge
threads just sort of hanging around and had scenes with absolutely no
meaning in the series (Garion's killing the people who burnt the farmstand
to the last man without mercy).  The bantering does get repetitious after
awhile also.  My advice to anyone who is thinking of reading the series -
take about two monthes off before reading the second series.  Also, I
thought the ending *blew*. Oh well, I can smell the smoke, is that heat?,
flame proof shields up *grin*.

Erik Currin           
W.P.I  Box 817        
100 Institute Rd. 
Worcester, MA 01609-2280           
kimshi@wpi.wpi.edu           

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 91 22:48:54 GMT
From: nate@casbah.acns.nwu.edu (Nate Berggren)
Subject: Re: David Eddings: The Belgariad and Mallorean

jtthorp@hubcap.clemson.edu writes:
>In spite of my apparent disgust with the series, I actually liked the
>Belgariad.  I always feel more comfortable readinga series or large single
>novel than a short novel.  I like to see the development of the
>characters, and the plot is usually incidental (in my mind) to that.

Character development?!?  Ba ha ha ha ha ha ha ha!!!!  Garion acts the same
as a 30 year old as he did when he was 12!  The only personal interaction
skills he picks up during the adventure is the ability to banter
pointlessly with his friends and make stupid asides.  I think the story was
a good one, but Eddings was not the author to tell it.  Give to another
author and maybe it could be a great story.

nate@casbah.acns.nwu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 91 19:55:00 GMT
From: mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Michel Forget)
Subject: Re: David Eddings: The Belgariad and Mallorean

kimshi@wpi.WPI.EDU (Erik Currin) writes:
> I read the Belgarion in somewhat the same time. It was, in my opinion,
> fantastic, I proceeded to read the Mallorean after. I was a bit
> disappointed in the 3rd book+.  By then all characters had been developed
> and the only thing left was empty action. David Eddings also left huge
> threads just sort of hanging around and had scenes with absolutely no
> meaning in the series (Garion's killing the people who burnt the
> farmstand to the last man without mercy).  The bantering does get
> repetitious after awhile also.  My advice to anyone who is thinking of
> reading the series - take about two monthes off before reading the second
> series.  Also, I thought the ending *blew*. Oh well, I can smell the
> smoke, is that heat?, flame proof shields up *grin*.

I loved both sets of books, but I must say that I like the first set
better.  We saw the development of the characters and learned about them.
So much, in fact, that we started to notice things that seemed to be out of
character.  Take Durnik, for example.  He kept taking charge toward the end
of the second series.  This just didn;t seem like him at all.  The plot was
excellent, but the characters seemed to reach a point where they could not
be developed any further.  If you take a break before reading the second
set of books, you will probably enjoy it more.  They really are well
written, with a few MINOR glitches in the second set.  What do other people
think?

Michel Forget
ersys!mforget@nro.cs.athabascau.ca
mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jul 91 12:24:17 GMT
From: vahlberg@cs.uq.oz.au (Jon Vahlberg)
Subject: Diamond Thorone (Re: David Eddings)

Since we are talking about Eddings, what do people think of the _Diamond
Throne_ series? Admittedly it is very similar in nature to the Belgariad
and the Mallorean where the quest is for a stone of some wonderful power
and that some of the characters have parallels to those in the Mallorean.
It too is also slightly predictable. I guessed who Flute was within several
pages of the first book that she was introduced, but I like the atmosphere
of the characters in the books. I am yet to read the last book in the
Mallorean series but to me it seems obvious what Elrond (sp?) is to
do/become. There is quite a lot of dialogue in the _Diamond Throne_ series
(more than what most authors seem to have) but it's enjoyable and in the
end that's what counts.

One thing more that I think that's in it's favour is that there is
potential for more character development for the main character at the end
of the first series, which really couldn't be said for Garion at the end of
the Belgariad. Anyway, it would be interesting to see how people feel about
this series too.

Just a couple of questions before I go though:

Is Garion a disciple of Aldur? I thought he was until something Belgarath
said in the the fourth book of the Malleroen. Perhaps this is mentioned in
the final book.

Also, does Garion possess "immortality" like Belgarath, Poledra and so on.
I assume so, since it seems that anyone who can use the Word and the Will
gets this as a side-effect. Bye.

Jon

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jul 91 23:08:51 GMT
From: reich@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (A Minor Diety)
Subject: Re: Diamond Thorone (Re: David Eddings)

vahlberg@cs.uq.oz.au writes:
>Is Garion a disciple of Aldur? I thought he was until something Belgarath
>said in the the fourth book of the Malleroen. Perhaps this is mentioned in
>the final book.

I don't belive that this is specifly mentioned, but I believe that the
source of Belgarion's "Bel" is not a result of discipleship, but rather a
result of the fact that he is the bearer of the Orb of Aldur.  However, I
never understood this.  In book 3 of the Belgariad, Belgarath claims that
"I was examining the reason that certain stars fell at the time he (Aldur)
first called me his disciple - and he was working on a round, gray stone
he'd picked up by the riverbank."..."The stone you mentioned. Was
it.."(Garion),(Belgarath)"The Orb, just an ordinary rock until my master
touched it."  How can this be?  The Prophecy inside Garion's head was the
essence of the original purpose of the universe, and the Orb was the power
of the original purpose of the universe.  Aldur could not possibly have
created it.

>Also, does Garion possess "immortality" like Belgarath, Poledra and so on.
>I assume so, since it seems that anyone who can use the Word and the Will
>gets this as a side-effect. Bye.

Apperently he is a full-fledged sorcerer.  Discipleship is not necessary
for immortality.  Remember that Crutchtic, Chamdar (aka Asharak), and the
other sorcerers of Torak are immortal.  Also, the sorcerer of Melcene that
was discovered in Book 4 of the Mallorean was immortal.  Also, in The
Seeress of Kell, in a conversation with Silk, Garion reminds us that
Ce'Nedra is a Dryad (Dryad's live as long as their tree does, remember that
from Queen of Sorcery?) and that he will probably have a long life, too.
Apparently Geran will not become king until very late in life, assuming
that Geran is a sorcerer, too.  Let's see, a 300 year old king and queen of
Riva, still producing lots of baby girls.  What a picture.

Dick C. Reichenbach
reich@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jul 91 21:23:43 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: David Eddings: The Belgariad and Mallorean

kimshi@wpi.WPI.EDU (Erik Currin) writes:
>developed and the only thing left was empty action. David Eddings also
>left huge threads just sort of hanging around and had scenes with
>absolutely no meaning in the series (Garion's killing the people who burnt
>the farmstand to the last man without mercy).  ...

This is one scene whose meaning was fairly clear. Until seeing that
farmstead the notion that Angaraks are people hadn't reallly affected
Garion all that much. Mostly Angaraks were Them. That farm looked to Garion
like it could have been a farm in Sendaria and had people in it like the
people at Faldor's farm. It was the first time that any westerner in either
series had punished anyone for hurting an Angarak.

The thread I was surprised to see left hanging was the Fenlings.  Now there
was a huge thread that didn't go anywhere.

BTW what is the purpose of the Universe? What did Mara say to Taiba?

>...The bantering does get repetitious after awhile also.  My advice to
>anyone who is

If one does not care for the banter either series would grate on one's
nerves rather quickly.

I happen to think that Garion made the wrong choice. We now have a god who
thinks gruel is wonderful and lacks the self-control to keep from glowing
all the time. Silk and other non-lovers of gruel are in for a very bad
time.

I happen to love the scene in which Cyradis discovers the origin of the
sovereign specific.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jul 91 00:39:17 GMT
From: phillips@syrinx.umd.edu (Felan shena Thoron'edras)
Subject: Re: David Eddings: The Belgariad and Mallorean

hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry) writes:
>kimshi@wpi.WPI.EDU (Erik Currin) writes:
>The thread I was surprised to see left hanging was the Fenlings.
>Now there was a huge thread that didn't go anywhere.

I hadn't thought of that really, but you're right. Although I always
thought it was just to provide a good way to show Belgarath's compassion.
  They _did_ contribute later on, telling Garion whatever they told him
(something about the evil coming from beyond the stars or something), but
it would have been interesting to have been able to follow their encounters
with hunters and whatnot, and what happened to them when people found out
they could talk.
  Now, would they have qualified as monsters, and therefore under UL's
protection?

>BTW what is the purpose of the Universe? What did Mara say to Taiba?

Purpose of the universe is creation, I thought.  That's why destruction
isn't allowed, anyway.

What did Mara say to Taiba when?

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jul 91 22:38:14 GMT
From: ayoung@vax.oxford.ac.uk
Subject: Re: David Eddings: The Belgariad and Mallorean

   I thought we had this thread a couple of weeks back ?  The general
opinion seemed to be that Eddings was okay if you wanted to put your brain
out of gear for a few hours - and that most people read him, but were
slightly ashamed to admit it in adult company.
  As regards the Mallorean, I think you'd be better of re-reading the
Belgariad rather than paying money for an inferior re-write.  It seems
totally mind-boggling that he can make his characters say "hasn't all this
happened before" as an escape clause for writing a rotten sequel.

Alan Young @ uk.ac.ox.vax

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jul 91 15:16:02 GMT
From: kimshi@wpi.wpi.edu (Erik Currin)
Subject: Re: David Eddings: The Belgariad and Mallorean

I said quickly:
>developed and the only thing left was empty action. David Eddings also
>left huge threads just sort of hanging around and had scenes with
>absolutely no meaning in the series (Garion's killing the people who burnt
>the farmstand to the last man without mercy).  ...

Then Michael J. Hennebry writes:

>This is one scene whose meaning was fairly clear. Until seeing that
>farmstead the notion that Angaraks are people hadn't reallly affect Garion
>all that much. Mostly Angaraks were Them. That farm looked to Garion like
>it could have been a farm in Sendaria and had people in it like the people
>at Faldor's farm. It was the first time that any westerner in either
>series had punished anyone for hurting an Angarak.

"oh," I say stupidly, "that's what it meant. It seemed totally out of
character for Garion to be slaughtering people left and right and kept
expecting it to be explained. Or maybe a good plot element, like coming to
grips with killing the guy who begged for mercy."

So Mike says:

>The thread I was surprised to see left hanging was the Fenlings.  Now
>there was a huge thread that didn't go anywhere.  BTW what is the purpose
>of the Universe? What did Mara say to Taiba?

I say wisely: "Good questions.  I think the Fenlings were supposed to be an
indication that Belgarath had something resembling a soft spot and to
illustrate his getting his powers back. The fact that they just sort of
disappeared for a sizable chunk of the story is beside the point." Grin,
sarcasm dripping; get a clue, I was kidding. "The universe does not need a
purpose, it just IS." The last question "You're bound to be a bit busy in
the next couple of years..."

So I say:

>The bantering does get repetitious after awhile also. 

Mike says:
>My advice to anyone who is If one does not care for the banter either
>series would grate on one's nerves rather quickly.

I say, "Well, MIKE, I'de like to agree, but I liked the banter for about,
I'de say 2000 pages or so. It started to lose its appeal after that.
Anything, no matter how well thought out, gets tiresome after that much
time.  I'd estimate that the series was originally a three book one, but
his publisher beat him up and made him stretch it out to five books *gak*.

So Mike says:

>I happen to think that Garion made the wrong choice. We now have a god who
>thinks gruel is wonderful and lacks the self-control to keep from glowing
>all the time. Silk and other non-lovers of gruel are in for a very bad
>time.  I happen to love the scene in which Cyradis discovers the origin of
>the sovereign specific.

I just keel over in laughter. I don't think anyone can refute THAT kind of
logic. *chuckle*

Erik Currin           
W.P.I  Box 817        
100 Institute Rd. 
Worcester, MA 01609-2280           
kimshi@wpi.wpi.edu           

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jul 91 20:02:36 GMT
From: mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Michel Forget)
Subject: Re: Diamond Thorone (Re: David Eddings)

vahlberg@cs.uq.oz.au (Jon Vahlberg) writes:
> Is Garion a disciple of Aldur? I thought he was until something Belgarath
> said in the the fourth book of the Malleroen. Perhaps this is mentioned
> in the final book.

I don't think he is a disciple.  He is a Sorcerer, but I don't think Aldur
ever called him a Disciple.

> Also, does Garion possess "immortality" like Belgarath, Poledra and so
> on.  I assume so, since it seems that anyone who can use the Word and the
> Will gets this as a side-effect. 

Yes, I believe that he is immortal like the others.  That is what the
reader is lead to believe, and he even says that he will live forever when
he is just learning that he has the Will and the Word.  Since nobody
contradicts him, and Belgarath often tells him that he shouldn't do some
things for "a thousand years; two thousand in your case" or other such
comments, I guess he will live forever.

Michel Forget
ersys!mforget@nro.cs.athabascau.ca
mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca
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Date: Tue, 9 Jul 91 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: SPOILER WARNING

****WARNING****

The following messages feature a discussion of "Terminator 2: Judgement
Day".  Some of the material and comments presented in this discussion may
give away key elements of the plot.  Those of you that have not yet seen
the movie, may want to skip these messages.

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jul 91 11:36:39 GMT
From: jjmhome!lmann@m2c.m2c.org (Laurie Mann)
Subject: Time Travel Paradoxes and Terminator 2

A time travel paradox is the notion that if someone changes something in
the past, that the future should be changed.  This is an IDEA, it is not a
fact, but it has a curious type of logic.

Movies involving time travel handle this notion differently.  SOMEWHERE IN
TIME, the filmed version of Matheson's BID TIME RETURN, had the hero
"think" his way back to about 1912 because he once received an antique
pocket watch from an old woman.  When he gets to the past, the much younger
woman accidentally keeps the pocket watch.  So the paradox is, in the
"original" time stream, where did the watch come from??

The first BACK TO THE FUTURE "made the case" for ONE time stream.  It
included the odd device of people fading out of photographs or out of
reality, depending on what Marty did in 1955.  However, the second BACK TO
THE FUTURE movie got wrapped up in the notion of alternate time streams.
The idea of jumping between alternate versions of history was very messy.
It didn't match the theory of time travel portrayed in the first movie at
all.

Terminator 2 has several major time travel paradoxes, but they are all
spoilers, so...

SPOILER ALERT:

I said in my review of T2 that Cameron missed a major philosophical point -
that if Sarah prevented the nuclear holocaust, she would have "killed" off
her son in the process.  If the future was a more pleasant place, Kyle
Reese would never have been sent back save Sarah, and John Connor should
not have been conceived.  A few posters have said I believe this because of
the BTTF version of time travel.  Not at all.  This notion of history
disruption certainly predates BTTF movies.

But there are other issues here.  In T1, it looks like the Terminator and
Reese do not "change history." One could wonder about the cops and other
folks who were wasted, but Sarah survives the chaos.  In T2, it looks like
history HAS been changed, because Dyson is killed and Cyberdyne is
destroyed.

Laurie Mann
lmann%jjmhome@m2c.m2c.org

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jul 91 15:33:07 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb) writes:
>tar@math.ksu.edu (Tim Ramsey) writes:
>>Spoilers for Terminator 2 follow:
>>I have some plot questions.  First, when the Bad Terminator (BT) is
>>stabbing at the 3 in the elevator in the asylum, he stabs several times
>>from the ceiling with (about) a 5 foot "blade".  Why not extend the blade
>>all the way to the floor?  Why not ooze through the holes he made and
>>attack them while they're confined?  Why not extrude some eyeballs so you
>>can see where you're stabbing?
>
>For that matter, why not cut the elevator's cable? Best-case (from the
>BT's point of view) wrecks the cage, killing both Connors. Worst-case has
>them trapped in a small box, easy meat. I found it hard to believe that
>they were willing to get in an elevator at all, especially since they were
>only a couple of stories up.

   Yeah, I kept thinking 'Participaction, guys. Do your cardiovascular
systems a favour and take the stairs.'

   If you chop the cables on an elevator, it doesn't fall :( The fellows
who design elevators seem to follow the philosophy that if everything isn't
working, the elevator should remain still, and there are safety devices
installed to prevent unsupported descent.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jul 91 17:48:05 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

tar@math.ksu.edu (Tim Ramsey) said:
> Spoilers for Terminator 2 follow:
> sksircar@stroke.princeton.edu (Subrata Sircar) writes:
>>So she deserved to crush his skull?  :<)
>
> Try spending (how many years) locked up in an insane asylum being doped
> up on Thorazine, being told that you are crazy, and being worried sick
> about your son (and everyone else on the planet), then see if you don't
> get a wee bit violent when you attempt an escape.  :)

Even leaving aside the parts of the situation that were unique to Sarah
Connor, if I were confined in a mental institution, allegedly for my own
good (or at least not with any explicit intent to do me harm), and I was
physically abused by one of the orderlies, even to so small an extent as
having him/her lick my face while I was strapped down and helpless, I'd
want to leave a deep impression on him/her too.  I don't like bullies.  Two
points to Ms. Connors for denting his skull so thoroughly.

> I have some plot questions.  First, when the Bad Terminator (BT) is
> stabbing at the 3 in the elevator in the asylum, he stabs several times
> from the ceiling with (about) a 5 foot "blade".  Why not extend the blade
> all the way to the floor?

I think he (it) was stabbing far enough down that it would have caught
Sarah or John even if they'd been lying on the floor.  It was doing quick
stabs so that the good Terminator ("Uncle Bob") wouldn't be able to grab
onto a blade and break it off.  (Yes, the T-1000 (the BT) could have
re-absorbed any broken-off pieces later, but it would have been deprived of
the use of that material during the battle.)

> Why not ooze through the holes he made and attack them while they're
> confined?  Why not extrude some eyeballs so you can see where you're
> stabbing?

Getting into the elevator with Sarah, John and Uncle Bob would have had
plusses and minuses for the T-1000 - on the plus side, it gets into close
proximity with its target, on the minus side it gets into close proximity
with Uncle Bob.  While a "clash of the titans" in an enclosed space like
that probably would have generated enough unaimed kinetic energy to reduce
John Connor to pulp just as a side effect of the battle, the T-1000
couldn't be _sure_ of that, and it had specific orders not to risk its own
destruction unless it could be _certain_ that in doing so it would also
take out its target.

As for oozing eyeballs...

> Second, during the final battle scene in the foundry, the T-1000 keeps
> the form of the policeman.  Why not something a little more
> fearsome/deadly?  Why not some spikey scissorhanded rubberjointed
> spidercreature that can climb up walls and head them off at the pass?
> Why not sneak ahead of them and become a ladder for them to climb?

I got the impression that while the T-1000 could go amorphous, as it did
when flowing from one form to another, or when disguising itself as part of
the floor, it was mostly designed to operate in humanoid form, and almost
all of its programming/processing control/whatever the heck it had was
dedicated to operating in humanoid mode.  Maybe the T-1000.1 will have
Cyborg Scissorhands capability, but the T-1000 didn't.

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu
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Date: 6 Jul 91 17:55:30 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb) said:
Spoilers for Terminator 2 follow:

> Incidentally, does anyone else agree that the BT depended on nanotech
> assemblers? I can't see any other way to explain the lack of large-scale
> internal structure in the thing. The problem is that the machines in the
> future don't seem to have the advantages that control of nanotechnology
> ought to bring. Given nanotechnology, exterminating the future humans
> ought to be easy.

Well, the T-1000 was a prototype, after all.  And it at least appeared to
have a minimum "critical mass" below which it was nothing but a collection
of disjointed chunks of mimetic alloy, capable of very little beyond oozing
along in an attempt to re-assemble itself.  I'd say that while its physical
structure may have depended heavily upon nanotechnology, its _software_ was
large-scale network-based.

> Of course, from what we see of the future in both films, the machines
> seem to have the humans so outclassed in terms of equipment that it's
> hard to understand why they see the need to send a robot back to deal
> with John Connor.

Agreed. The 2029 scenes in both movies didn't seem to jibe well with
Reese's claim that the humans were winning and had Skynet on the ropes.  Of
course, it's not easy to gauge how well an entire war is going from just a
few clips of a few battles.

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu
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Date: 7 Jul 91 01:22:17 GMT
From: sksircar@stroke.princeton.edu (Subrata Sircar)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

tar@math.ksu.edu (Tim Ramsey) writes:
>I have some plot questions.  First, when the Bad Terminator (BT) is
>stabbing at the 3 in the elevator in the asylum, he stabs several times
>from the ceiling with (about) a 5 foot "blade".  Why not extend the blade
>all the way to the floor?  Why not ooze through the holes he made and
>attack them while they're confined?  Why not extrude some eyeballs so you
>can see where you're stabbing?

Two no-Prize answers follow.  First, whenever he shifts shape, it seems to
take some time - a matter of about five seconds.  So, for him to rip open
the car and ooze in would take tim, during which Terminator-Arnie would be
shooting at him, and he couldn't do anything.  He might have gotten knocked
off the car.  Second, it seems he had a limit as to how flexible he could
be, and what he could control.  Otherwise, why not simply ooze down the
hall as a psuedopod?  He could only assume shapes of his approximate form
and mass, otherwise he wouldn't know what to do.  That's why he didn't
simply let the hospital guard step on him, then stab upward to kill him -
he couldn't control his body outside of a humanoid form.  Lastly, extruding
eyes would have taken him time, and Terminator-Arnie would simply have shot
them off.

I guess that's also why he didn't masquerade as a ladder, or go into
octopus mode - he wouldn't know what to do or how to move outside of a
humanoid form.

>I liked this movie, up until the tearjerker ending.  The special effects
>were excellent, the BT/actor gave good evil, and the kid was OK.  Sarah
>looked mean.  And was that really Linda Hamilton's twin sister with her in
>the scene where the BT disguised itself as Sarah?

Does Linda Hamilton really have a twin sister, and was that her?  I didn't
watch the credits closely enough to tell.

Subrata Sircar
sksircar@phoenix.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jul 91 07:48:29 GMT
From: kdb1@ra.msstate.edu (Karen D Burns)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

sksircar@stroke.princeton.edu (Subrata Sircar) writes:
>>looked mean.  And was that really Linda Hamilton's twin sister with her
>>in the scene where the BT disguised itself as Sarah?
>
>Does Linda Hamilton really have a twin sister, and was that her?  I didn't
>watch the credits closely enough to tell.

I was watching "Late Night" about two weeks ago and Linda H. was there
doing a plug for T2.  She mentioned that she does have a twin who lives in
(Carolina???) with her husband and kids.  She flew out to do the twin scene
with her.

She also mentioned that on the day her twin arrived, Arnold, not knowing
that it wasn't Linda, sneaked up on her and "...repeatedly hugged her from
behind."  Later in the week, Arnold was on and Dave asked him about this.
His reply was that it was an old Austrian custom.  "Hmmm, maybe I under
estimated those wacky, fun-loving Austrians!?!  Could be the place to visit
for a while."

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jul 91 12:20:31 GMT
From: sbs@ciara.frame.com (Steven Sargent)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

Stuff I haven't seen in this thread (SPOILERS):

John Connor was born in February 1985 (shown in the movie, and also worked
forward from /The Terminator/'s time of May 1984).  I'd guess from his
size, his friend, and his hobbies (motorcycles, blue-boxing money machines)
that he's about 13, making "the present" about 1997-98.  Yet the
Arnienator's history of Judgement Day puts 1997 several years into the
future.  Seems like an unnecessary bogon: why not just bump out Judgement
Day a few years to make everything settle?

I thought John was just about a perfect 13-year-old.  ("My own Terminator.
Cool.")  Sarah Conner was also just right: bravado and desperate mother
love, left to brew for six months in that horrifying asylum, would crank
just about anybody up to 11.  But the two of them together only really
clicked at Dyson's house.

The first movie left behind the Arnie arm and microprocessor.  This movie
leaves behind Arnie's endoskeleton arm (in the big gear, when he had to
dismantle himself in order to keep fighting) and his meat arm (at Dyson's
house).  Does that mean that T3 is inevitable?  Will it cost $1.25 billion
to make (/Terminator/ cost about $6.5 million in 1984; /T2/ cost about $90
million = $6.5 million * 14 in 1991)?

I know I'm on thin ice criticizing the technology in a movie about smart
robots and time travel but, I didn't buy the Alternator for a second.  He
was fun to watch, and I understood the need to make him tougher than the
Arnienator was, but this liquid metal stuff leaves me cold.  Why did
cooking him work when freezing him failed?  Why did they introduce a
perfectly good way of killing him off (the Arnienator shoots off one of his
hooks during the car chase at Pescadero; they could have killed him by
dismantling him), then abandon it?  Why did the Alternator try to coerce
Sarah to call John, when he was perfectly able to imitate her?

A cute touch, naming the scientist Dyson.

Did Dr Silberman play Dr Chilton to Sarah Conner's Hannibal Lecter?

I liked the ending.  It was ham-fisted, but that's the style.  It surprised
me, because I had bought into Sarah's earlier musing that Uncle Bob was the
perfect father for John.  I don't understand, though, (1) where they found
a steel mill on the west coast (2) where the cops were after the big
shootout and wild helicopter chase.

Steven Sargent
sbs@frame.com
				     

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jul 91 13:49:59 GMT
From: sss10@cunixb.cc.columbia.edu (Gun Control is a firm grip)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr) writes:
>goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb) said:
>Spoilers for Terminator 2 follow:
>> Of course, from what we see of the future in both films, the machines
>> seem to have the humans so outclassed in terms of equipment that it's
>> hard to understand why they see the need to send a robot back to deal
>> with John Connor.
>
>Agreed. The 2029 scenes in both movies didn't seem to jibe well with
>Reese's claim that the humans were winning and had Skynet on the ropes.
>Of course, it's not easy to gauge how well an entire war is going from
>just a few clips of a few battles.

Well in T1, most of the scenes were nightmares of Reese's and I don't think
you dream of victory when you're having a nightmare. :-)

Also Reese said they blew up the grid or something because "it's just him,
and me.  Nobody goes home.  We'd won. taking out Connor then made no
difference, they had to wipe out his entire existence."

[quotes may actually be paraphrased, sorry for any inaccuracies]

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jul 91 19:04:53 GMT
From: clm4@cunixa.cc.columbia.edu (Cari L McAskill)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

A dumb question, which I ask for a friend (ringel@minetta.cs.columbia.edu):

Why is the "good" terminator good???

Sorry, just had to know.

Cari McAskill
Columbia Astrophysics Laboratory 
clm4@cunixa.cc.columbia.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jul 91 21:41:26 GMT
From: plague@milton.u.washington.edu (Jack Brown)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

sbs@ciara.Frame.COM (Steven Sargent) writes:
>liquid metal stuff leaves me cold.  Why did cooking him work when freezing
>him failed?  Why did they introduce a perfectly

Here's one possibility on that: Similar to when he was frozen, the extreme
heat in the molten steel disassembled him.  His liquid components were then
mixed in with the liquid steel.  This makes is very difficult to impossible
for the disparate chunks to get together.  Especially when the metal cools
and solidifies...

Also, as far as the control circuitry goes, heat tends to be more
destructive to circuits than does cold, at least in today's technology.

Jack Brown
plague@milton.u.washington.edu

------------------------------
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Date: Tue, 9 Jul 91 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: SPOILER WARNING

****WARNING****

The following messages feature a discussion of "Terminator 2: Judgement
Day".  Some of the material and comments presented in this discussion may
give away key elements of the plot.  Those of you that have not yet seen
the movie, may want to skip these messages.

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jul 91 16:04:32 GMT
From: mfterman@tan.princeton.edu (Mutant for Hire)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

sbs@ciara.Frame.COM (Steven Sargent) writes:
>Stuff I haven't seen in this thread (SPOILERS):
>
>John Connor was born in February 1985 (shown in the movie, and also worked
>forward from /The Terminator/'s time of May 1984).  I'd guess from his
>size, his friend, and his hobbies (motorcycles, blue-boxing money
>machines) that he's about 13, making "the present" about 1997-98.

I recall at one point in the movie that they claim he's ten years old,
placing the movie in 1995 or so. Which puts the holocaust two years into
the future. Considering that Cyberdyne is close to a breakthrough, it still
seems a little fast for the company to mess everything up as well.

>The first movie left behind the Arnie arm and microprocessor.  This movie
>leaves behind Arnie's endoskeleton arm (in the big gear, when he had to
>dismantle himself in order to keep fighting) and his meat arm (at Dyson's
>house).

It was the CPU chip that they needed to improve technology. There might be
some new technology out of the hand, but I doubt it's the sort of stuff
that would spawn a whole new generation of computer technology. It's
probably just machinery and a few rudamentry controllers.

>Why did cooking him work when freezing him failed?  Why did they introduce
>a perfectly good way of killing him off (the Arnienator shoots off one of
>his hooks during the car chase at Pescadero; they could have killed him by
>dismantling him), then abandon it?  Why did the Alternator try to coerce
>Sarah to call John, when he was perfectly able to imitate her?

Freezing him works so long as he remains frozen. Presumably it has a low
freezing point and conducts heat fast enough to thaw out quickly. As for
disassembly, that has the problem of trying to keep it disassembled.
Remember after it was frozen it broke into tiny pieces. Which thawed and
pulled itself back together.

Only way to get rid of the stuff is to break it down on a chemical basis,
which requires lots of heat. Having all that iron there to mix in probably
helped a bit too.

I'll agree that the bit with Sarah being tortured was totally unnecessary.

Martin Terman
mfterman@phoenix.princeton.edu
mfterman@pucc.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jul 91 20:05:14 GMT
From: polari!6sigma2@sumax.seattleu.edu (Brian Matthews)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: torturing Sarah

mfterman@tan.princeton.edu writes:
>I'll agree that the bit with Sarah being tortured was totally unnecessary.

At least given the movie that had gone before, it was completely necessary.
The T-1000 had tried imitating someone's voice exactly once - John's foster
mother on the phone to John - and it failed!  The T-1000 had no way of
knowing why it failed, but given that it failed on John once, it would be
foolish to try it again when he had Sarah there to call John for him.

Brian L. Matthews
blm@6sceng.UUCP

------------------------------

Date: 7 Jul 91 21:33:47 GMT
From: wbarnes@sura.net (Bill Barnes)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: torturing Sarah (probably spoilers)

6sigma2@polari.UUCP (Brian Matthews) writes:
>mfterman@tan.princeton.edu (Mutant for Hire) writes:
>>I'll agree that the bit with Sarah being tortured was totally
>>unnecessary.
>
>At least given the movie that had gone before, it was completely
>necessary.  The T-1000 had tried imitating someone's voice exactly once -
>John's foster mother on the phone to John - and it failed!  The T-1000 had
>no way of knowing why it failed, but given that it failed on John once, it
>would be foolish to try it again when he had Sarah there to call John for
>him.

I didn't think it was necessary in the sense that the T-1000 couldn't have
imitated Sarah on its own; it's proved in the past it could imitate
someone's voice, and a little later imitates Sarah anyway.  And while its
line of reasoning might have been, "Well, I couldn't fool John before, so
maybe I should get his real mother to do it for me," (not realizing it had
been Arnie who had figured it out in the first place!) I consider it more
likely that it was intended as a test of Sarah's character, a chance to
see, once again, just how strong Sarah has become.  Would she betray her
own son to spare herself pain and death, or would she tell the T-1000 to
piss off?

I think we all knew what she was going to say, though.  8^)

William Barnes
wbarnes@sura.net
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Date: 8 Jul 91 01:40:19 GMT
From: jefft@athena.mit.edu (Jeff Tang)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

sbs@ciara.Frame.COM (Steven Sargent) writes:
>...killed him by dismantling him), then abandon it?  Why did the
>Alternator try to coerce Sarah to call John, when he was perfectly able to
>imitate her?

Probably because it wasn't as good at imitating human mannerisms.  John
wasn't even fooled by a fake foster mom over the phone.  What are the
chances of his being fooled by a fake real mom?

Jeff Tang
jefft@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 02:06:19 GMT
From: gh1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Gaurang Hirpara)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

>Of course, from what we see of the future in both films, the machines seem
>to have the humans so outclassed in terms of equipment that it's hard to
>understand why they see the need to send a robot back to deal with John
>Connor.

   The humans were kicking the shit out of SkyNet. When the computer sent
the first terminator, they were attacking Cheyene Mountain. When it sent
the second, it was microseconds from getting turned off permanently.
Essentially, Connor and company realized what SkyNet had done AFTER they
defeated it and penetrated the mountain complex. That's when Reese and
Arnie II were sent.

Dan 
gh1r@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 03:04:39 GMT
From: player@pittslug.sug.org (Sean Owens)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

sbs@ciara.Frame.COM (Steven Sargent) writes:
>John Connor was born in February 1985 (shown in the movie, and also worked
>forward from /The Terminator/'s time of May 1984).  I'd guess from his
>size, his friend, and his hobbies (motorcycles, blue-boxing money
>machines) that he's about 13, making "the present" about 1997-98.  Yet the

You'd be wrong.  In the beginning when the T1000 looks up John Connor on
the cop terminal, the readout says he's 10.  Making 'the present' about
1994 or 95.  Close enough to start getting real nervous about 1997.

>liquid metal stuff leaves me cold.  Why did cooking him work when freezing
>him failed?  Why did they introduce a perfectly

It diluted him.  Besides, if they had any brains they would have thrown the
little chunks of frozen Alternator into the vat of molten steel.

>good way of killing him off (the Arnienator shoots off one of his hooks
>during the car chase at Pescadero; they could have killed him by
>dismantling him), then abandon it?  Why did the

It'd take took long.  Hey, it's a two hour movie, alright? :-)

>Alternator try to coerce Sarah to call John, when he was perfectly able to
>imitate her?

What happened when John called his step mom?  Does he learn from his
mistakes?  If I were going to program Terminators, I'd give'm a sense of
curiousity.  Of course, combined with their other personality traits, this
would result in them torturing their victims to death while interrogating
them.

Sean Owens
sean@hpb.cis.pitt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 05:47:40 GMT
From: dcb2834@tamsun.tamu.edu (David Browne)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

Maybe I missed something, but from the first movie, I thought that metal
could not be transported back through time unless it was enclosed in some
sort of biological field.  If so, then how could the T-1000 get back
through time?  Was there a biological field involved here that I missed?
Or is it that liquid metal is just super-duper special?

Just wondering.

David Browne
dcb2834@tamsun.tamu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 08:15:47 GMT
From: scratch@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Steven J Owens)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

All of this discussion, of course, brings up the question of, what is the
THIRD terminator movie going to be about?

It looks like they've about gone the limit in the hardware department.  It
can't get much better than it already is.  Besides, Skynet doesn't have
time to synthesize any new hardware.  So my vote, of course, is for
SOFTWARE!

We've seen that John Connor is into computers a bit, at least enough to
crack an autoteller and a smartcard reader.  The future John Connor is an
expert of sorts as evidenced by the story.  So what if he spends the next
couple of years getting further into computers?

The next movie should take place just a few months before things go to hell
in a hand-basket (keep in mind that Cyberdine almost certainly had off-site
backups, although with Dyson gone they should be slowed down somewhat).

Of course, it helps that I'm into cyberpunk fiction.  I could see the next
"terminator" being a software package that's designed to seek out John
Connor, take over any nearby power machinery, and kill him with it (by that
point in time there should be plenty of computer controlled stuff).  Then
we can have John jack into cyberspace to take on the software terminator.

Of course, we have to figure out some way to get Arnie into the picture.  I
could see him (with the addition of appropriate graphics) as the glorified
"icon" for JC's software in cyberspace.  What do you think?

SPOILER ALERT - READ BEYOND THIS POINT AT YOUR OWN RISK!

   Some responses to the various "why didn't they/he/it do X?"  comments,
and some additions of my own:

   In several scenes the T1000 is running after Arnie and Co and they're
shooting it in the chest to slow it down.  Why didn't they shoot it in the
FEET?  The impact and disruption from, say, a shotgun blast, would
certainly have knocked it over and slowed it down.

   Likewise, it has a limited speed in human form.  Why didn't it try
converting to a wheel and altering it's center of balance to move quickly?
(also insert various "why didn't it use THIS form" statements).

   The T1000 is incapable of forming firearms because it cannot form moving
parts (right, so what's an arm?  and fingers? :-) but the moving parts in a
gun wouldn't have been a big deal.  All it really needs is a barrel and
something to tap the back of the bullet.  It could have picked up a box of
rounds and formed a gun of it's own hand and fired it, etc.  Why didn't it?

   Why didn't the T1000 simply pick up a sack of ball bearings or quarters
or whatever and turn its arm into a perfect designed catapult (or even a
railgun) using them as projectiles?

   Why didn't the T1000 form a third and/or fourth arm to handle the gun
while it was flying the chopper (or did it?  The scene cuts were very quick
at that point).

   Why did the T1000 tell the chopper pilot to get out, but kill the nitro
trucker who was already out of his vehicle and not in the way? (Maybe it
was beginning to learn the meaning of frustration?)

   Why, why on earth did this "living metal weapon" try repeatedly to kill
John Connor with a TRUCK?

   Why didn't the Arnieator grenade the frozen T1000?  Why, on several
occasions, when the T1000 was temporarily out of action, didn't the
Arniator get the h**l out of there instead of stand around chatting?

   Okay, enough, enough... it was still a fantastically fun movie.  I agree
with the previous poster who preferred Abyss, by the way.  Abyss was a
better story, but Judgment Day was more "fun" (and both have their merits).

   In answer to some of the questions about why the T1000 didn't use its
form-changing powers more creatively, think about the design motivation.
It was designed to be a terminator.  That is, (from the first movie), to
infiltrate and then destroy (or be the advance man for larger forces) human
communities.  Thus its programming and its shape-changing software were
heavily human-intensive.  Its job wasn't just to kill humans, but to win
their trust and find their bases to kill LOTS of humans.  This explains why
it didn't choose to do so.

   Why did it keep sticking with the original cop form?  Well, quite simply
it was the form with the most advantages in human society.  A police
officer has perks and authority and gets instant recognition and at the
least hesitation before people open fire on it.  Thus it makes sense to
revert to cop form whenever it's not specifically emulating something else,
in case some unforeseen circumstance arises.

   The question of how it's "reformation" works and whether it should work
or not, here's my favorite theory.  The entire thing is a hunk of "memory
metal", only its "memory" can be manipulated by application of magnetic and
electrical charges and whatnot.  Thus it can change form.  The circuits and
various control systems and such, besides being on a microscopic scale in
comparison to the armor and support structure, are distribuited in a
network throughout the body, thus allowing it to work around
discontinuities.

   When a piece gets knocked off, as the chunk that stuck in the back of
the car at Pescadero did, it retains its "present" state unless there is
some indication otherwise (for example, if the piece itself undergoes
severe temperature changes).  It "reverts" to a base form which basically
has a half-wit computing net and radio receiver and listens for
instructions from larger parts.  If the separated chunk is large enough it
starts actually sending out instructions looking for other parts.

   Thus, the T1000 walked up to the broken off chunk and "told" it to go
liquid and zip over to it's boot.  In the foundry it froze up and all of
the pieces reverted to base state, then the larger pieces looked around for
the smaller pieces and started calling them in, bridging the physical gap
with radio waves.

   At least that's the way that makes sense to me.  Now I want to see that
huge vat of steel get turned into circuits which then start to ever so
slowly rearrange themselves... :-)

   By the way, I'm not a programmer, but I'm curious as to how many
programmers out there had a similar immediate reaction to one sequence in
the movie.  When John said "promise never to kill-" I immediately added "or
maim" by reflex...

Steven J. Owens
scratch@hpb.cis.pitt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 12:25:05 GMT
From: kirk@duke.cs.duke.edu (Kirk Franklin)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

jefft@athena.mit.edu (Jeff Tang) writes:
>sbs@ciara.Frame.COM (Steven Sargent) writes:
>>...killed him by dismantling him), then abandon it?  Why did the
>>Alternator try to coerce Sarah to call John, when he was perfectly able
>>to imitate her?
>
>Probably because it wasn't as good at imitating human mannerisms.  John
>wasn't even fooled by a fake foster mom over the phone.  What are the
>chances of his being fooled by a fake real mom?

No, John WAS fooled over the phone; Arnold wasn't.  I think it was bad
writing for the Alternator to not kill Sarah, since he was capable of
duplicating her, that's what he did anyway, and fooled John again when he
did.  In that situation, and given what we were shown in the rest of the
film, I think he should have killed her.

Two other possible spoilers follow.

Another T2 issue: I liked most of the allusions to the first film, but one
that really annoyed me was when the Alternator was chasing down the good
guys in the tractor trailer.  It was pretty much a copy of the sequence in
the first film - the Terminator drives a tractor trailer, chasing down
people on foot; the tractor trailer is hauling dangerous stuff, which is
blown up; the stuff blown up also blows up the Terminator; whew! this is
the first false ending in both films.  It annoys me that, for such a
climactic scene, they imitate the sequence from the first film so
completely.

And another thing: The Alternator had three arms in several shots near the
end, when it flying the helicopter.  Was this a mistake in the writing (it
could only copy things it had touched, and it hadn't touched any
three-armed cops) or in the editing (we weren't supposed to see it)? 
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Date: 11 Jun 91 19:28:23 GMT
From: bkoike@sdcc13.ucsd.edu (Bryce Koike)
Subject: Re: Epitaph of Doctor Who ???!!!

   I personally thought that Peter Davison was one of the better doctors
(partially because I just liked HIM!).  It was a definite change from Tom
Baker (who I loved as the Doctor.  The plotlines started driving me crazy
after a while.  Too many stories that were too similar: Big "tribe" of
worshipppers.  Big "demon" or whatever they worship.  Sigh.)
   Colin Baker as the Doctor was obnoxious, but I liked some of the
episodes, so I stuck through it all.  When Sylvester McCoy came in, well,
the episodes were sometimes not very good (Delta and the Bannermen did
nothing for me), and yet some I enjoyed.  Paradise Towers was "stupid"
according to my friends who never watched Doctor Who before but, I got a
big kick out of it.  Battlefield was really enjoyable all around.  (I just
wish I had saved these on videotape.  Sigh.)
   I'm a little sad to know that Doctor Who is "dead" for the moment.  Ah
well.

   (As for why getting an 8th doctor works to kill the series faster, well,
#1 each Doctor has been getting fewer and fewer episodes.  If a show is
slated to have 3 "parts" and each part was originally designed to be around
100 episodes long and suddenly they're cut down to 25 apiece, wouldn't you
be suspicious?  Plus, the problem with getting the Doctor past the 12
regeneration limit will be a problem.  The Master got his body, but killed
its original owner in the process.  Last I watched the show, I recall the
Doctor having this desire to preserve lives, not take them.  And after
debating this for a while with friends, we decided that the show wouldn't
be as fun if the Doctor kept getting these odd ways of extending his
lifespan.  Too corny.  Ah well.  Enough.)

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 91 20:36:49 GMT
From: dxandy@cs.widener.edu (Andrew J. Greenshields N3IGS)
Subject: Re: Epitaph of Doctor Who ???!!!

  The best Doctor by far was Jon Pertwee, followed closely by Tom Baker.
Tristram Farnham was ok, but a bit young.  I think that they should bring
back someone with that air of authority that Pertwee had.  They also should
bring back some really frightening monsters.  By far the most frightening
monsters were the Autons.  I was scared every time I walked past a shop
window for years.

Andrew J. Greenshields
dxandy@cyber.widener.edu
dxandy@cs.widener.edu   

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 91 02:51:44 GMT
From: bitbug@public.btr.com (James Buster  bitbug@btr.com)
Subject: Re: Epitaph of Doctor Who ???!!!

I don't understand why the BBC would cancel Doctor Who. I believe that
Doctor Who is (before the current hiatus) responsible for something like
half of BBC revenues from commercial sales of BBC programs. Ignoring a
money-maker like that seems irrational. Before it's pointed out that the
BBC is a government agency and doesn't care about money, I'd like to say
that there's no reason to believe that Doctor Who couldn't fund itself from
such sales, and not use up any of the precious money that the BBC spends on
non-sf shows.

James Buster
bitbug@btr.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 91 17:18:01 GMT
From: Laura_Uerling@qmrelay.mail.cornell.edu (Laura Uerling)
Subject: Doctor Who

Sorry if this is a late entry to the current Doctor Who debate, but I want
to put my "long-time fan" 2 cents in.

Someone commented that the show has gone downhill with the last two
doctors, supposedly because the two actors aren't as good as previous
incarnations. If it has gone downhill, (and I'm not sure I agree in the
case of Sylvester McCoy) I blame the writing much more than the acting.

In the case of Colin Baker, though I didn't like him much at first,
(especially in comparison to Tom Baker and Peter Davison) I grew to like
his portrayal.  What turned me off was the tone of the stories, which were
grim, grim, GRIM!  Now, I'm not one for pollyanna endings, and one of the
things I like about DW is that episodes often end ambiguously; i.e., Bad
Things Happen, and don't always get neatly corrected at the end. But with
the Colin Baker episodes, they had the Doctor personally, intentionally
KILLING people, which seems completely contrary to everything he stands
for. And there was one episode where a character spent the whole time
deciding how to cook Peri. Ugh! (As an aside, I _hate_ the Peri character.
Her main function seemed to be decorative, and she was stupid and whiny.
Which, of course, meant that they had to make her _American_!) I've heard
that the grimness of the episodes affected the show's popularity, and Colin
Baker became the scapegoat. Anyone know more about that?

On the other hand, though I admit that some of the Sylvester McCoy episodes
were lame, story-wise, I like his Doctor very much. Plus, his two
companions, Mel and Ace, were intelligent and competent. Ace hardly shrieks
at all!

I don't know why the BBC keeps jerking the show, and its viewers, around
like it has been, but I hope they keep McCoy and Ace. The fact that the BBC
thinks that changing the Doctor every couple of years will help the show
just proves that as a species, the Stupid Television Executive is not
limited to this side of the Atlantic.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 91 23:21:43 GMT
From: tempus@maple.circa.ufl.edu (Marcus Brodeur - Tempus Fugit)
Subject: Re: Epitaph of Doctor Who ???!!!

dxandy@cs.widener.edu (Andrew J. Greenshields) writes:
>  The best Doctor by far was Jon Pertwee, followed closely by Tom Baker.
>Tristram Farnham was ok, but a bit young.  I think that they should bring
>back someone with that air of authority that Pertwee had.

My two favourite Doctors were Jon Pertwee and Tom Baker also.  I think I'd
put Tom first, though.  I agree that Pertwee had "an air of authority"
which lent quite a bit of authenticity to the show.  Strangely, most of my
friends tell me that Jon Pertwee was their LEAST favourite Doctor (after
Colin Baker) of the ones they've seen.  Wonder what earned him such
dislike?  :)

Tempus%maple.decnet@pine.circa.ufl.edu      

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 91 17:46:54 GMT
From: clay@duncan.cs.utk.edu (Clay Breshears)
Subject: Re: Epitaph of Doctor Who ???!!!

yadallee@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Dave Yadallee) writes:
> It is unfortunate that the BBC is giving fans the impression that it no
> longer cares for a very popular show like Doctor Who.  And it should be
> mentioned that the BBC is trying to emphasize shows like 'Top of the
> Pops', 'Match of the Day', and other shows popular in the United Kingdom,
> but not well known abroad.  They are making a major mistake in terms of
> their managenent and are misreading the popular opinion abroad.

You are entitled to your opinion, of course, but the BBC is a business and
hopes to break even (if not turn a profit were that possible).  Thus, they
are going to produce and broadcast those shows that are popular.  Those
shows that are popular in the UK, that is.  John Nathan-Turner (I believe),
at a convention some years ago during the first hiatus, stated that the BBC
is in the business of producing shows for the home shores and not what will
sell abroad.  It is very nice that they can sell many of their productions
in other countries, but that is not their primary concern for deciding
whether or not to produce certain show.

If Doctor Who is to survive it must first impress the boys and girls at
home.  This could best be done by improving the scripting, getting a good
time slot, and getting the word out about the show.  However, no matter how
much critical or fannish acclaim the show were to receive, if it is not
being watched in the UK, it will not long last on anyone's TV screens.

(Yes, it is a bit of a paradox how they can improve the show's image while
it is not being broadcast.  We must wait patiently and see how this will
all work out.)

Clay P. Breshears
University of Tennessee
(615) 974-8807    
clay@cs.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jun 91 00:16:23 GMT
From: nemesis@st1.vuw.ac.nz
Subject: Re: Epitaph of Doctor Who ???!!!

btysingr@med.unc.edu (Barbara R. Tysinger) writes:
>rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Michael Rawdon) writes:

>>I was barely able to watch the first McCoy season, it was so bad, and I
>>haven't managed to muster the enthusiasm yet to watch the second season.
>
> Actually, I *like* the McCoy episodes I've seen, although I will admit I
> haven't seen them all. What I couldn't bear to watch were the Colin Baker
> episodes. Peri was aweful to start with, but I put up with her because I
> liked Davison. Then they throw in Colin Baker. A lot of people I know
> stopped watching. I'm not even sure if Colin's last season was shown here
> in NC!

I too like McCoy, though the first season wasn't too hot, but then most of
those stories were scripted with Colin Baker in mind. However once they got
rid of Mel it most definitely took a majour turn for the better. McCoy and
Aldred are the best pair since Baker and Tamm (I think thats right, 1st
Romana) or Baker and Sladen.

Any one who watched McCoy's first season and say that his stories are
rubbish with that as evidence, are making a huge mistake, season 25 and 26
are the best I've seen in ages.  They even rival a lot of the Tom Baker
seasons IMHO.  So anyone who gave up after the first season, I strongly
advise to watch the next 2 soonish, especialy Rememberance and Ghost Light.

nemesis@st1.vuw.ac.nz

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 91 22:47:30 GMT
From: GRDN@marist.bitnet ("Dan Newcombe", Graphics Research Group)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #244

1) Colin Baker did a great job as the Doctor, as has done McCoy. I agree
that Peri was a rather weak character though. Actually the BBC asked Colin
if he could come back for a regeneration scene and Colin said No.  (This
is all based on hearsay from a friend in England)

2) From what I understand, Doctor Who is the BBC's biggest export, or one
of the biggest, so it would be stupid for the Beeb to kill it.

3) As mentioned, the Doctor can do what the master did. But as mentioned in
one episode, that is rather unstable.  Wasn't one of the Trial of the
Timelords about when the Doctor met his final regeneration?

4) The Beeb is stupid for limiting Doctors to 3 years each. This makes the
show more clockwork than a storyline.

5) The episodes are slowly getting better. Personally I prefer the Hartnell
stories, when things actually got off of the Earth. Now the TARDIS seems to
land on Earth every five minutes.

Dan

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 91 00:42:04 GMT
From: srb@mit.edu
Subject: Doctor Who

For those who wish to write the BBC, the address is:

Peter Creegan
BBC Television Centre
Wood Lane
London W.12
UK

They will respond to your letters, so a steady letter campaign can become
costly for them.

Steve

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 91 21:32:52 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: Doctor Who

   I feel that the good Doctor went downhill, perhaps with occasional small
rallies, from the time Tom Baker left. He and Pertwee were the best
Doctors; poor Peter Davison was doubly handicapped by mostly uninspired
scripts and by the fact that anyone who ever watched All Creatures was
incapable of seeing him as anything but Tristan Farnon. Colin Baker
displayed all the cheery warmth of a pirhana and Peri, who had some
moderate potential at the beginning, was never developed to anything at all
(and it ticks me off that a supposed "American", the first continuing
"American" on the show, couldn't have at least tried to manage a phony US
accent; if an american show has an ostensible Englishman on it, you can bet
on the accent as a nice little tag...)

   Pertwee, in particular, demonstrated what I would expect from a Time
Lord: a sense of superiority, a courtliness, a somewhat impatient manner
around the confused lesser humans, but mixed with a deep and genuine
caring, and a tremendously incisive intellect.
   Tom Baker was just a tad too silly to be the immensely powerful Time
Lord, but his marvelous character acting and brilliant interpretation of
the somewhat-scatterbrained Doctor were a joy to behold.

   Which brings me to another pet peeve: in the Pertwee years and, at least
to some extent, in the Baker years, the Time Lords were what you would
expect: powerful and impressive beings whom you could believe (once you got
past cheap effects and silly costumes) were masters of the whole of
Reality. But by the end of Baker's reign and throughout Davison's (and
maybe beyond) the Time Lords became silly, stupid minor bureaucratic
functionaries with their heads buried in the sand; they even made the wise
and clever Borusa into a traitor. Grr.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jun 91 18:28:40 GMT
From: law@sievax.enet.dec.com (Mathew Law)
Subject: Re: Epitaph of Doctor Who ???!!!

clay@duncan.cs.utk.edu (Clay Breshears) writes:
> You are entitled to your opinion, of course, but the BBC is a business
> and hopes to break even (if not turn a profit were that possible).

I agree with the rest of this post, but the above statement is not correct.
The BBC is *not* (at the moment) a business or other commercial enterprise.
It is funded through a television licence fee.

BBC Enterprises Ltd. is a separate company that sells BBC programmes and
merchandise.

The BBC *does* care about its ratings (for reasons of pride?), and it is
obviously easier to justify a new series if the ratings have been high.
However, the audience figures are not directly related to funding, because
there are no advertizers to please.

Mathew B. Law
law@sievax.enet.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 91 00:55:54 GMT
From: tdclaybo@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu (Tracey Dion Claybon)
Subject: Re: Dr. Who

Laura_Uerling@QMRELAY.MAIL.CORNELL.EDU (Laura Uerling) writes:
>Sorry if this is a late entry to the current Dr. Who debate, but I want to
>put my "long-time fan" 2 cents in.  Someone commented that the show has
>gone downhill with the last two doctors, supposedly because the two actors
>aren't as good as previous incarnations. If it has gone downhill, (and I'm
>not sure I agree in the case of Sylvester McCoy) I blame the writing much
>more than the acting.

I totally agree.  If we were all to stop and think for a minute, we'd
realize that in the end _Doctor_Who_ is a *ROLE*.  The writers of a show
are the ones who determine "character" (if anyone wants qualifications from
me, I am a Professional Writing major.) and who determine plot.  BTW, I
agree - I rather liked Sylvester McCoy, and I hope that he will return to
the part.

Tracey Claybon
tdclaybo@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 91 17:33:39 GMT
From: maton@sask.usask.ca
Subject: Re: PERTWEE?

On the subject of John Pertwee - what about his portrayal of 'WORZEL
GUMMIDGE'?

Now that's a show (the English original series at least) that is a true
classic for kids' TV.  It has so many levels it can be appreciated on.

Terry Maton
University of Saskatchewan
Saskatoon, Canada
maton@sask.usask.ca
maton@herald.usask.ca
ap322@cleveland.freenet.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jun 91 22:27:35 GMT
From: johnf@apollo.hp.com (John Francis)
Subject: Re: Dr. Who

resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor) writes (of Peri on Dr. Who):
>... (and it ticks me off that a supposed "American", the first continuing
>"American" on the show, couldn't have at least tried to manage a phony US
>accent; if an American show has an ostensible Englishman on it, you can
>bet on the accent as a nice little tag...)

Ah, but she *did* have an American accent. It was exactly as obvious (to
the UK audience) as the ostensibly "English" accents on US shows.  In other
words it sounds "foreign" to the native audience, but sounds just like all
the other accents to everyone from beyond those shores.  The only decent
British accents on American shows are provided by ex-patriate British
actors and actresses who have come to America, where they can earn as much
for a single episode as they would get for a whole series in the UK. Not
many Americans make the reverse journey.

In all fairness I must point out one exception to this: John Hillerman (a
Texan, as I later discovered) produced, on "Magnum P.I." a British accent
good enough to fool me (and several other ex-patriate Brits).

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 91 12:29:54 GMT
From: randallm@p4.cs.man.ac.uk (Martin Randall)
Subject: Re: Epitaph of Doctor Who ???!!!

A couple of points:
   Only today I saw an interview with Colin Baker stating explicitly that
his contract WAS cut short by Michael Grade who also decided that there
should be a new doctor every three years. Colin Baker was only too happy to
continue to play the Doctor.

   I have spoken to Sophie Aldred, who said that both she and Sylvester
McCoy were extremely disappointed with the BBC at not supporting the show.
As far as they are concerned the possibilities of a new D.W. series are
still open but a long way off. The BBC special effects department is
practically out of a job without D.W. She did also mention a film version
of Doctor Who comming out.  This was last Febuary however...

Martin Randall
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Today's Topics:

      Television - Doctor Who (2 msgs) & Alien Nation & Dark Shadows & 
                   Gerry Anderson Productions (9 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 18:33:58 GMT
From: yee@mipgsun.mipg.upenn.edu (Conway Yee)
Subject: Re: PERTWEE?

mrl@nerus.pfc.mit.edu writes:
>[...]  I think perhaps his only problem is the a lot of the early stories
>on Earth always showed anti-government themes, and Pertwee was always
>blasting bureaucracy.

Well, I'm not sure that is a problem.  Pertwee's stories had themes,
coherent stories, etc.  Later stories concentrated on explosions and
general mayhem.  There was little thought to the storyline.  IMHO, earlier
stories were more complicated and told and interesting tale.  Later stories
did not.

Conway Yee
231 S. Melville St.
Philadelphia, Pa 19139
(215) 386-1312
yee@ming.mipg.upenn.edu
cy5@cunixa.cc.columbia.edu
yee@bnlx26.nsls.bnl.gov

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jun 91 13:48:26 GMT
From: mrl@nerus.pfc.mit.edu
Subject: RE: PERTWEE?

yee@mipgsun.mipg.upenn.edu (Conway Yee) wrote:
>mrl@nerus.pfc.mit.edu writes:
>>[...]  I think perhaps his only problem is the a lot of the early stories
>>on Earth always showed anti-government themes, and Pertwee was always
>>blasting bureaucracy.
>
>Well, I'm not sure that is a problem.  Pertwee's stories had themes,
>coherent stories, etc.  Later stories concentrated on explosions and
>general mayhem.  There was little thought to the storyline.  IMHO, earlier
>stories were more complicated and told and interesting tale.  Later
>stories did not.

Since I'm in the process of rewatching Pertwee stories (into the 3rd season
now), I'll have to hold judgement of that comment until seeing the rest of
the stories.  The first season (as with all the Doctors) had problems,
mainly with the length of the stories, but also with some absurd plots (I
mean, couldn't the Autons come up with a better way of killing then with
fake flowers).  And can anyone name the number of times that British
authorities arrested Unit people and took control?  The second season was
better, probably due to the Master, as some of the foes from the first
season were really bad at acting, usually overdoing it.

What I'd be interested in is to read about what factors were involved in
the writing of plots.  I assume interviews with the script writers have
been published somewhere, i.e. in magazines.  Is there any book which deals
with this topic?

Mark

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jun 91 23:10:04 GMT
From: HOBBKD%morekypr@cunyvm.cuny.edu
Subject: Alien Nation

THERE IS HOPE!!
Fox is putting Alien Nation back on in reruns!  This may not seem too hot
but you have to remember that this is unprecedented for Fox - putting on a
cancelled show!

EVERYONE write in and demand new ones!

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 91 21:14:09 GMT
From: CANNING@intellicorp.com (Janet Canning)
Subject: Dark Shadows

Rumour: Any Barnabus fans out there?  Is it true that the new Dark Shadows
was cancelled for fall release? That the networks were under pressure to
stop production?

Janet

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jun 91 15:10:01 GMT
From: rwn@cbnewsd.att.com (robert.w.neumann)
Subject: STINGRAY/THUNDERBIRDS Magazine Information

All Fans of Gerry Anderson TV series including Supercar, Fireball XL5,
Stingray, Thunderbirds, Captain Scarlet, UFO, SPACE:1999, etc,:

With all of the articles I've seen recently on the new U.S. SCI-FI cable
channel carrying STINGRAY and other shows, this is a good time to put a
word in for a great publication out of the U.K. that is the ULTIMATE Gerry
Anderson Fan's magazine.  It is called "CENTURY 21" and it's published by
ENGALE Marketing.  David Nightingale is the Editor and he has amassed huge
amounts of trivia and information, color stills, history, and even news
reports from Gerry Anderson personally on the new sci-fic shows he is
involved with.  You can also buy videos (in PAL format), records, CDs,
T-shirts, posters, and plastic models of Anderson craft.

I have the magazine sent to me via Air Mail from the U.K. and just have the
charges put on my VISA credit card.

Contact:

   David Nightingale
   c/o ENGALE MARKETING
   332 Lytham Road
   Blackpool, Lancashire
   FY4 1DW      ENGLAND

Bob Neumann

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jun 91 16:27:39 GMT
From: TW9@cornellc.cit.cornell.edu (Tom Weyer)
Subject: Gerry Anderson productions

Does anyone know what shows Gerry Anderson (or for that matter his wife
Sylvia) have produced?  Let me prefix this by saying as a kid I got hooked
on UFO and Space:1999, and am now collecting them both on LD, and would
like to know if he had produced any other shows that I might be intrested
in looking at.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jul 91 13:52:09 GMT
From: ibasacc06@spacm1.spac.spc.com (Robert Fisch)
Subject: Re: Gerry Anderson productions

Tom Weyer <TW9@CornellC.CIT.Cornell.edu> writes:
> Does anyone know what shows Gerry Anderson (or for that matter his wife
> Sylvia) have produced?  Let me prefix this by saying as a kid I got
> hooked on UFO and Space:1999, and am now collecting them both on LD, and
> would like to know if he had produced any other shows that I might be
> intrested in looking at.

In addition to UFO, and Space:1999 I think there was also the psuedo-puppet
show "The Thunderbirds"(?).

If you like UFO and Space:1999, you might consider the Canadian series
called the Starlost. It has fairly poor writing and characters but a
very interesting premise. (Compare it to the Space:1999 episode "The
Mission of the Dariens"

Robert Fisch
Systems Development Officer II     
Security Pacific Automation Co.
New York
spacm1.spac.spc.com!ibasacc06 
ibasacc06@spacm1.spac.spc.com 

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 91 03:04:09 GMT
From: hamish@waikato.ac.nz
Subject: Re: Gerry Anderson productions

The ones I can remember at the moment include:
 Space:1999
 UFO
 Stingray
 Thunderbirds

 Hmm... Only 4 I was sure there were more similar ones. Any one else?
 
Hamish Marson
Computer Support Person
Computer Science Department
University of Waikato
h.marson@waikato.ac.nz

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 91 03:16:10 GMT
From: rgty_mrw@waikato.ac.nz
Subject: Re: Gerry Anderson productions

hamish@waikato.ac.nz writes:
>The ones I can remember at the moment include:
>  Space:1999
>  UFO
>  Stingray
>  Thunderbirds
> 
>  Hmm... Only 4 I was sure there were more similar ones. Any one else?

Captain Scarlet
Joe 90 (this was Anderson wasn't it?)

(Discovered the Thunderbirds (again) on TV on Sunday mornings last weekend
!!!)

Mark Willcock
University of Waikato
Hamilton, New Zealand
rgty_mrw@waikato.ac.nz

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 91 11:51:48 GMT
From: danw@hightop.hac.com (Dan White)
Subject: Re: Gerry Anderson productions

rgty_mrw@waikato.ac.nz writes:
>hamish@waikato.ac.nz writes:
>>The ones I can remember at the moment include:
>>  Space:1999
>>  UFO
>>  Stingray
>>  Thunderbirds
> 
> Captain Scarlet
> Joe 90 (this was Anderson wasn't it?)

 Does no one else remember Fireball XL-5 or SuperCar ?

 Do the names Steve Zodiac or Mike Mercury ring any bells ?

Dan White
danw@mitchell.hac.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jul 91 03:29:09 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: SPACE: 1999, G&S Anderson, vs. THE STARLOST

> In addition to UFO, and Space 1999 I think there was also the
> psuedo-puppet show "The Thunderbirds"(?).

I presume you meant "pseudo," and the reply is, how can something filmed in
"SUPERMARIONATION" (marionettes with electrically-actuated and synched face
and lip movements) be anything BUT a puppet show?  Anderson's stuff was
Great Britain's equivalent of George Pal's "PUPPETOONS," stop-motion stuff
from the late-thirties-to-early-forties.  "STINGRAY," if I remember
correctly, was the first show the BBC ever shot in color on a regular
production basis.  Others included "THUNDERBIRDS," "FIREBALL XL-5,"
"CAPTAIN SCARLET AND THE MYSTERIONS," etc.  Gerry and Sylvia produced a
massive quantity of good kids's stuff on a shoestring BBC budget, despite
the fact that they wrote most of the scripts themselves.  (UNLIKE George
Pal, who attempted to use the best prose SF available as source material;
he didn't automatically presume he could do everything well, and that's a
lesson the Andersons should have learned early on.)

I believe their first live-action movie was "JOURNEY TO THE FAR SIDE OF THE
SUN," which had good stuff and incredibly putrid stuff in it, and used an
SF plot that no one had touched in the pulps since the thirties.  THEY
thought they were being original, and didn't seem to think a technical
consultant was appropriate for two people who never had any education
outside of the film-making field, two people who'd never read any real SF
*or* science.
 
> If you like UFO and Space 1999, you might consider the Canadian series
> called the Starlost. It has fairly poor writing and characters but a
> very interesting premise.  (Compare it to the Space:1999 episode "The
> Mission of the Dariens")

At the time when Harlan Ellison was pitching "THE STARLOST," and the folks
he was dealing with tried to peddle it to ITC/BBC, it seems that Lew Grade
decided to go with a home-grown "SF" series.  (Well, HE* called it
"Sci-Fi," and in this case the name was not only defensible, it was a
generous misnomer.)
 
This left "THE STARLOST" in production in Canada, with no American writers
able to work on it, due to the writers' strike, and some scripts reportedly
being written by high-school kids in a prize competition.  (They even
re-wrote Ellison's pilot script!  Without his consent, according to him!)
 
...and resulted in "SPACE: 1999" being produced by G&S Anderson's "21st
Century Film Productions, Ltd," in Great Britain, with the most massive
budget ever thrown at a TV series up to that time.  When "SPACE: 1999"
rolled over and barfed, ratings-wise, Grade sort of eased the Andersons out
a bit, and hired Fred Freiberger sp?) the man primarily responsible for
STAR TREK's third season, to come over and "produce the show out of
trouble."  Fred added a magical metamorph to go with the magical hyperdrive
Moon and the magical inexhaustible supply of Eagle spacecraft that had
magically become capable of re-entry and landing on Terra-type planets,
etc.
 
This left Harlan Ellison sitting at his set, grinding his teeth shorter,
watching what the Canucks were doing with his series format and scripts
(note that the name "CORDWAINER BIRD" appears on the series, not Ellison's;
he threatened legal action if they didn't take his name OFF and use his
Guild pseudonym) and then hearing about how much money and production
talent was being wasted on "SPACE: 1999."
 
They *could* have produced a "STARLOST" show in Great Britain, with Gerry
and Sylvia doing the production control, model and special effects work,
and direction; and had Harlan doing the series format and script
supervision long enough to get them away from the Brit-BBC
soap-opera/melodrama script format, and made a *GOOD* show.
 
Instead, there are two complete loxen out there, and if I were you, I would
*never* let Harlan Ellison hear you say:

> If you like UFO and Space 1999, you might consider the Canadian series
> called the Starlost. It has fairly poor writing and characters but a
> very interesting premise.  (Compare it to the Space:1999 episode "The
> Mission of the Dariens")

...because the *worst* giant-bee story from "THE STARLOST" is still a
better show than any of "SPACE: 1999" simply because about an order of
magnitude less money got wasted on it.  (There were several "STARLOST"
scripts that were actually marginally tolerable; this is not a statement
that can be made about any episode of "SPACE: 1999.")

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jul 91 07:13:44 GMT
From: deveaux@tramp.colorado.edu (Kerovan)
Subject: Re: SPACE: 1999, G&S Anderson, vs. THE STARLOST

Not to go totally off topic (yeah right!)  but...

I have really fond memories of SPACE:1999, but haven't seen it since I was
about 12.  I'd like to get hold of some tapes and see it again, if only to
see how my memories compare with what it's really like.

Does anyone know how I might be able to get copies?

On another side note, does anyone know the full reasons for its
cancellation, and why the show has never even appeared on syndication?
There are a lot worse things running repeats in syndication right now than
that show would be, but by the same token other shows like MASH and STAR
TREK will never leave syndication.  It always seemed strange to me that
SPACE:1999 never showed up even on ch. 2 at 3 or 4 am as filler material.

Thanks much.

Kerovan

------------------------------

Date: 4 Jul 91 06:41:09 GMT
From: trebor@lkbreth.foretune.co.jp (Robert J Woodhead)
Subject: Re: Gerry Anderson productions (The list!)

rgty_mrw@waikato.ac.nz writes (along with a horde of others):
> [about Gerry Anderson productions]

In chronological order, the Gerry & Sylvia Anderson shows were: (apologies
for any I might have missed)

   Five Feather Falls	(very early, never seen it)

   Torchy the Battery Boy   (ditto)

   Supercar
      Super flying car piloted by Mike Mercury.  Always out foiling the
      evil "Masterspy"
   Fireball XL-5
      Galaxy patrol starship, I forget the name of the pilot.  Had cute
      robot named Robert.
   Stingray
      Supersonic (!) submarine of the World Aquanaut Security Patrol
      (WASP), under the command of Troy Tempest.  He and his buddy, the
      laconic "Phones," were always foiling the efforts of various undersea
      empires, who, having an adversion to beachfront property, were always
      trying to destroy the surface world.  The Stingray was known for
      making powered leaps out of the water to escape torpedoes and
      missiles.
   Thunderbirds
      From their secret base, the Tracy family (all sons named after
      Mercury astronauts) sally forth to save people from various and
      sundry disasters.  Dogged by the evil "Hood," a man of 1000 faces
      with hypnotic eyes and who is the half-brother of their faithful
      manservant, Kirano.  Probably the best loved of the Super-
      marionation shows.
   Captain Scarlet vs. the Mysterons
      Irked by the destruction of their Martian City, the Mysterons, an
      ancient race with the power of Retroanimation (bringing you back from
      the dead under their control) launch a war of terror against the
      earth.  Facing them is SPECTRUM, based on a flying aircraft carrier
      called Cloudbase.  Captain Scarlet is a SPECTRUM agent who is killed
      and reanimated by the Mysterons, then killed by his best friend,
      Captain Blue.  Due to some weird freak of nature, Captain Scarlet
      then reanimates again, this time free of Mysteron control, and
      effectively immortal (but quite, quite killable, and rekillable, and
      rerekillable - he dies almost every show).
   Joe 90
      Joe's dad has invented the B.I.G.R.A.T, the Brain Impusle
      Galvanometer, Record And Transfer, a nifty device that lets him
      record anyone's brainwaves, play them into his son (the only person
      with a suitably receptive brain), and thus give Joe the skills and
      knowledge of the unwitting brainwave donor.  Joe then goes off and
      steals a jet plane or does whatever the secret service needs needs
      doing.  After all, who would suspect a kid?
   The Secret Service
      A kindly vicar is in reality a spy, and his handyman, when
      minaturized, does the dirtywork.
   Voyage to the Far Side of the Sun   (movie)
      Stars many of the actors who later played in U.F.O, as well as Roy
      Thinnes as an astronaut who travels to a newly discovered planet in
      an orbit exactly on the opposite side of the sun, and finds it to be
      an exact duplicate of Earth, just right/left reversed.
   U.F.O               (live action)
      Mysterious aliens keep trying to sneak down to Earth to snatch a few
      people for organ transplants.  S.H.A.D.O (Supreme Headquarters Alien
      Defense Oranization), ensconced ala batcave below a film studio (as
      well as a moonbase with purple wigged female inhabitants) tries to
      stop them.  Usually winning somewhat Phyrric victories.
   Space: 1999            (live action)
      The less said about this turkey, the better.  Some good SFX, which
      was used over, and over, and over, and over, and over again.
   Terrahawks
      Only seen 1 or 2 episodes of this one.  Anyone.

Robert J. Woodhead
Biar Games
AnimEigo, Incs.   
trebor@foretune.co.jp

------------------------------
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Date: 8 Jul 91 21:42:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: _Forbidden Knowledge_ by S.Donaldson

I finally managed to get a copy of _The Gap into Conflict: Forbidden
Knowledge_, the latest installment from Stephen Donaldson and though it was
a good read (not the comfortable and cozy type, the page turning type), it
seems to me to be a lot more horrifying than _The Real Story_.

However, it shows that the complete series is actually going somewhere and
the main problem I had with that book was that it ends in the middle of the
action!

**SPOILERS**

Not only more moral principles are attacked, wholesale genocide discussed,
treason on an unprecedented scale happens or is considered, but what
happens to Morn this time around is worse (in the first story after all, we
were "only" speaking of multiple rape, with Morn unconscious at least half
the time, after all).  True, here she gets to do more, demonstrates not
only intelligence but incredible guts, but because she has "more" freedom,
she also has more rope to strangle herself with.  No question about it,
Nick Succorso is slime.  The real question is: is he a better class of
bastard than Angus Thermopyle?  And personally, I'd say he is worse.  The
allusion to the Ring made in the closing remarks at the end of _The Real
Story_ becomes also a lot clearer.  But it's mostly the opening up of the
story, giving us more insight into the background and diverse interests
which compose the Gap universe (as opposed to the nearly closed room
atmosphere of _The Real Story_ which does the trick and makes _Forbidden
Knowledge_ worth reading (but certainly not by the faint of heart).

A.M.B

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 05:25:14 GMT
From: iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh)
Subject: Re: _Forbidden Knowledge_ by S.Donaldson

DECNET@crnlgsm.BITNET writes:
>**SPOILERS**

Wasn't the last chapter a major shocker?  I was thoroughly unprepared for
the fact that Warden Dios (or whatever his name was - I don't have the
book at hand) was scared of his subordinates.  The guy also hates what the
UMCP is doing!  What's going on here?  Who's REALLY in control?

Il Hwan Oh
Univ. of Washington, Tacoma
iho@cac.washington.edu     

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 20:36:41 GMT
From: HABOURG@brownvm.brown.edu
Subject: Re: Eco's PENDULUM

Here is more complete information on the Pendulum Dictionary I mentioned in
an earlier post:

     Bauco, Luigi, and Francesco Millocca, DIZIONARIO DEL PENDOLO
     DI FOUCAULT (Ferrara: Gabriele Corbo, 1989). ISBN 88-85668-36-4,
     paper cover, 300 pp.

The articles are generally brief, so even someone with little knowledge of
Italian, with the aid of an Italian-English dictionary and a summary of the
grammar, should find this volume interesting and useful. Entries include
the names of characters in the novel as well as any historical persons to
whom allusions are made, short expositions on occult concepts (cabala,
alchemy, sefiroth, bafomet, et al.), places mentioned in the text, and lots
more.

In regard to the question of whether the "conspiracy" existed in actuality,
I don't think it matters. What's important is that certain of the
characters believed it did. And when Diotalevi and Casaubon began cooking
up their own version of the Plot, they unwittingly initiated a self-feeding
cycle wherein their research elicited the notice of some of the
contributors to the Manutius project (like Col. Ardenti). There was a host
of conspiracies, being carried out by a number of unrelated groups, but it
was Casaubon's inquiries that brought some of them together - his
Brazilian girlfriend had warned him of just such a thing.  

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 21:41:24 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.unh.edu
Subject: H Michael Gear

   H Michael Gear is out with another book, this one about as long as all
the rest.  So far I've seen six of his books, including this one.  They're
all the same length, about as thick as _The Final Encyclopedia_.  Is all
this just trash, or are his stories any good?  I've never heard any
discussion on him.  Is there an author that he's similar to?

J_Delano@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 16:42:28 GMT
From: krogers@javelin.sim.es.com (K. Rogers)
Subject: Re: H Michael Gear

>H Michael Gear is out with another book, this one about as long as all the
>rest.

I think his name is W. Michael Gear, BTW.

>So far I've seen six of his books, including this one.  They're all the
>same length, about as thick as _The Final Encyclopedia_.  Is all this just
>trash, or are his stories any good?  I've never heard any discussion on
>him.

I attempted his book called "The Artifact" last night.  I'd never seen
anything by him before.  The blurb on the inside cover didn't give me high
hopes, but I thought I'd give him a try anyways.

I quit at page 52.  IMHO the book was total trash.  At first I thought it
was a parody because of the nearly infinite SF cliches contained.  At pg.
52 though, with the introduction of the Russian gulag characters, fake
Russian accents and all, I just couldn't handle it anymore.  I suppose
there are people who like this type of book; I'm not one of them and I have
no intensions of reading anything else he has written.

Funny thing is, in his intro, dedications, etc., he makes comments showing
he thinks he's made it into the big-time and is beyond mediocre.  I found
this book to be so mediocre I can't believe it got published; I really
can't.  Your mileage may vary, but I would've been embarrased to submit
such a work to a publisher.

Keith Rogers
Evans & Sutherland Computer Corp.
krogers@javelin.sim.es.com
uunet!javelin.sim.es.com!krogers

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 18:58:53 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: H Michael Gear

J_DELANO@UNHH.UNH.EDU:
>H Michael Gear is out with another book, this one about as long as all the
>rest.  So far I've seen six of his books, including this one.  They're all
>the same length, about as thick as _The Final Encyclopedia_.  Is all this
>just trash, or are his stories any good?  I've never heard any discussion
>on him.  Is there an author that he he's similar to?

"Requiem for the Conqueror"?  Avoid it.  It's uninspired space opera with
cardboard characters and implausible plotting.  And I'm not going to waste
the bandwidth the review the book enough to explain how it goes about being
what it is.  To get a feel for his writing, try "Starstrike", which is
typical of his writing, but the best of the poor lot.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 20:42:41 GMT
From: rick@sqasun.sw.stratus.com (Rick Savoia)
Subject: RE:  H. Michael Gear

>I attempted his book called "The Artifact" last night.  I'd never seen
>anything by him before.  The blurb on the inside cover didn't give me high
>hopes, but I thought I'd give him a try anyways.

It would have helped if you had read his "Spider" books first (Warriors,
Way and Web of Spider).  I didn't have high hopes for them either, but my
roomate told me to try them.  I actually liked them.  Every once in a while
I need a dose of space opera and Gear seems to be able to provide it.

>I quit at page 52.  

Isn't that the most depressing thing to have to do?  I did it with his
wife's book _Abyss of Light_ (Kathleen M. ONeal (Gear)).  You want trash,
that's definitely it.  The first 75 pages were all references to having
faith in God to save the characters from some dire fate.  It was
disgusting!

>At pg. 52 though, with the introduction of the Russian gulag characters,
>fake Russian accents and all

I had a hard time with the accents too.  I think he just did it as a bust
on something.  I don't know what but I found it good for comic relief.

Gear's books are not intended to have much scientific accuracy.  They are
IMHO, good space opera.  If you like that sort of thing then read him.  If
not, stay away.  You won't be happy with him.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 17:36:24 GMT
From: ILWN500@indycms.iupui.edu (David Markfield)
Subject: Wild Cards

Was just at INCONJUNCTION in Indianapolis this past weekend and heard an
interesting bit of news from Victor Milan about Wild Cards.

Evidentally Disney has bought the rights to make Wild Cards into a movie.
It will be produced by the Hollywood pictures division of Disney.  The
contracts are being finalized as we speak.  The first draft of the script
will be written by Melinda Snodgrass and George RR Martin.  It will be
based around the elements of the third book.  Also Milan said the fate of
Wild cards as a movie to a large degree rests with how successful or
unsuccessful THE ROCKETEER.

Milan spoke also about upcoming events in Wild Cards.  Besides the normal
Wild Card books Melinda Snodgrass has a book about Tachyon in the works and
Milan has a Mark Meadows book cooking.  Milan also gave away some spoilers
for future books but I'll not put those in a general post.  If anyone is
interested in those contact me directly.

Later.

Dave Markfield
ilwn500@indycms.iupui.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 18:30:30 GMT
From: lwl@eniac.seas.upenn.edu (Lydia Leong)
Subject: Anne McCaffrey's Dragonriders of Pern MUSH

Have you ever wished that you could be _in_ one of the worlds you've read
about in sf/fantasy novels? Have you ever read Anne McCaffrey and wished
that you could be flying a fire-breathing dragon, searing Thread from the
sky, or a Harper, singing ballads of heroic deeds, or a Lord Holder, trying
to help his citizens prosper? Well, now you've got your chance!

Almost anyone on the Internet who has telnet access should be able to
connect to PernMUSH, a world based on Anne McCaffrey's _Dragonriders of
Pern_ series. The focus of the game is role-playing; it is non-competitive
in nature, and emphasizes authentic re-creation of the world detailed in
the books.

Pern attempts to re-create the most important events mentioned in the books
- - Mating Flights, Hatchings, Gathers, and other activities which involve
large numbers of people. Players who are familiar with the books will find
it extremely easy to navigate around the world.

A sample of upcoming events:
Wednesday, 7/10:  T'lean and Tavella will be formalizing their
                  bond as Weyrmates, in a wedding-like ceremony 
                  involving both characters and dragons. 8 pm PDT.
                  Holders and those interested in building Pern will
                  be having a Conclave meeting at 5 pm PDT.
Thursday, 7/11:   Craftmasters will be having a meeting at 7 pm PDT.
Saturday, 7/13:   Wirenith's eggs will be Hatching; Candidates will
                  Impress the new dragons. 9 pm PDT.
Sunday, 7/14:     Lord Jyrax of Ruatha will be marrying Katarina. 3 pm PDT.

All events are open to spectators.

To get to Pern:

from a UNIX machine, type "telnet leland.stanford.edu 4201"
(if you get a nameserver lookup error, try "telnet 36.21.0.69 4201")

You will get a startup screen asking for a character name and password;
once you get into the game itself, try typing "help" and "news".

Come check us out!

Lydia Leong
lwl@eniac.seas.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 17:04:11 GMT
From: aru@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Sri-Man)
Subject: Re: Question about the Dragonbone Chair series

sbeagle@kennels.actrix.gen.nz (Thomas Farmer) writes:
Spoilers
>I couldn't help thinking that the 'strange boy who turned out to be a girl
>who turned out to be a princess who started to fall in love with the main
>character' was just a little bit too cliched to be imaginable!

Hey, I kind of thought it was kind of cute.  But if you remember all that
falling in love bit went to pots in the next book, when the little princess
has sex with that despicable duke or whatever his face.  I think I went
through most of the book crying out for his head.  I hope he gets killed.

>To be honest, I thought the book was a bit of a rip off of 'Magician' by
>Raymond Feist with a few new elements added in.

My goodness!  I thought I was the only one who thought this!  Doesn't
Prince what's-his-face remind you of Arutha?  Same personality.  There were
a lot of elements that were in Magician.

Sri
aru@mentor.cc.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: Tue, 2 Jul 91 14:29 EDT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

This is January releases #3.

Title:         The Horse of Flame
By:            Josepha Sherman
Publisher:     Avon Fantasy (December 1990)
Format:        pb, 345 pp, $3.95
ISBN:          0-380-75815-6

   Like her previous novel, "The Shining Falcon," Josepha Sherman's latest
work, "The Horse of Fame," builds its tale upon and within the cosmos of
Russian folk myth.  Sherman's writing is far from scintillating, but she
clearly has a broad knowledge of Russian folk tale, with its numerous
leshys, hags, and other magical and magic-weaving forest denizens - a
knowledge that she uses to full advantage.  Moreover, by comparison to the
vast majority of fantasy novels, which are crammed with shop-worn Celtic
motifs, Sherman's simple Russian story feels like a breath of fresh air.
Hopefully, her stories will inspire other fantasy authors to tap the mythic
treasures of non-Celtic cultures.  [This by guest reviewer Cathy Olanich -
ESR]

Title:      The Hawk's Gray Feather     
By:         Patricia Kennealy
Publisher:  Roc Fantasy (January 1991)
Format:     pb,  400 pp, $4.95
ISBN:       0-451-45053-1

   Having introduced us to the planet-hopping, high-tech culture of Keltia
in her first trilogy, "The Tales of Aeron," Kennealy begins with this book,
"The Hawk's Gray Feather," the tale of Keltia's ancient history.  This
"history," which is yet another retelling of Arthurian legend, has
virtually no science fiction elements about it, because it is the story of
Keltia's struggle to be free of a sorcerous oppressor who has
(conveniently) forbidden high technology.  Consequently, it does not read
like science fiction.  It reads more like a competent, unpretentious Celtic
fantasy - a Celtic fantasy more faithful to the spirit of the Arthurian
legends than most of the novelizations currently available in the
marketplace.  [This by guest reviewer Cathy Olanich - ESR]

Title:         Lavondyss
By:            Robert Holdstock
Publisher:     Avon Fantasy (January 1991)
Format:        pb,  388 pp, $4.50
ISBN:          0-380-71184-2

   "Lavondyss" is Robert Holdstock's second novel about a Herefordshire
wood with energy flows that permit the generation of mythagos,
flesh-and-blood avatars of archetypal figures, by the unconscious minds of
visitors.  Unlike "Mythago Wood," his first novel Holdstock based on this
premise, "Lavondyss" largely ignores the whys and wherefores of mythago
generation to tell a haunting tale of a young girl's shamanic journey
through Britain's neolithic ice age.  Holdstock's blend of history,
fantasy, and myth holds the reader's interest, while his prose style paints
images that linger long in the reader's memory.  Fantasy lovers will be
enthralled, and readers normally indifferent to the genre may well find
much to savor and to think about.  [This by guest reviewer Cathy Olanich -
ESR]

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 19:22:52 GMT
From: tosspot!lee@wang.com (Lee Reynolds)
Subject: Adam Powers

Many, many years ago, I read a tale concerning villains, heroes,
conspiracies and time travel.  One of the two (I think) heroes was called
Adam Powers and he was a robot/android/whatever.  The story ended with the
apparent destruction of said hero (but I always suspected there was a
sequel).

A while back, my memory of this story was jogged when I heard that one of
the workstation companies (I think) has a nice little demo of a man
juggling geometric shapes. The man was named "Adam Powers".

Would anyone out there happen to recall the original book, any sequels,
dates and, for that matter, the name of the company with the
animation/graphics demo?
  
In curiousity,

Lee

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 03:43:20 GMT
From: TFNAABK@calstate.bitnet
Subject: Old request

This information is really dated now (1 - 2 months) but sometime back
someone requested a story title (and source?) for a story about a kid who
gets fitted with some kind of sex device.  At the time I knew I had read
that story somewhere but just couldn't remember.  Today, I was going
through a couple of my old anthologies and ran across it:

   Jorgensson, A.K.  Coming-of-age day.  In Dann, J. & Dozois, G.
   (Ed. (1976) _Future power_.  New York: Random House. 113-125).

The sex device that the kids are fitted with is called a "consex."

I know this is dated and I should have noted the address of the requester
so that I could have simply E-mailed the above.  Let's hope better late
than never.  BTW, I have tried three or four times to thank Richard for
posting information I requested re works by Felix Gotschalk and each time
my "thank you note" came back as undeliverable; so, here it is publicly.
Just on the off-chance there is anyone else who may have run across
anything by Gotschalk (especially in the last three years) I would
appreciate knowing of it.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		      Films - Terminator 2 (14 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Wed, 10 Jul 91 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: SPOILER WARNING

****WARNING****

The following messages feature a discussion of "Terminator 2: Judgement
Day".  Some of the material and comments presented in this discussion may
give away key elements of the plot.  Those of you that have not yet seen
the movie, may want to skip these messages.

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Jul 91 06:58:44 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (The Film Fan Man)
Subject: TERMINATOR/Ellison (Re: question?)

JBTUCK01@ulkyvm.BITNET (Jeff Tucker) writes:

>who wrote the story or came up with the basis for the "Terminator"
>I believe it was Harlan Ellison?

Not a particularly good way to put it. James Cameron, director of THE
TERMINATOR, wrote the screenplay as an original work, and as such, the film
is not "based" on any stories.

On the other hand, Cameron was, to put it nicely, "influenced" by two
episodes of the 60's TV show THE OUTER LIMITS, both of which were written
by Harlan Ellison. One was "Demon With a Glass Hand", and the other
"Soldier" (TERMINATOR borrows more from the latter than the former).

The episode "Soldier" was in turn based on a short story of Ellison's
called "Soldier from Tomorrow", and can be found, along with the script
version, in his collection FROM THE LAND OF FEAR (and likely one or two
others, but no titles come readily to mind). I believe that the TOL episode
is also available on videotape.

"Demon With a Glass Hand" was an original teleplay, and only exists in that
form. I believe it's also available on videotape, and both it and "Soldier"
are include in the 8-episode laserdisc set called THE OUTER LIMITS
COLLECTION.

Actually, there was also a graphic novel adaptation of "Demon" by Marshall
Rogers that was published by DC Comics a few years back, though I don't
know how hard it may be to come by these days.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 17:58:07 GMT
From: k052682@hobbes.kzoo.edu (James Brennan)
Subject: Terminator 2

I have three major comments about this movie (besides the fact that the
special effects were the best I have ever seen.)

1) You can pick on teeny-tiny points and pick any movie apart.  Perhaps we
should concentrate on its major strengths and weaknesses.

2) (related to #1) perhaps the reason why the 1000 model did not grow
multiple pseudopods and/or abandon the human model is that, despite being
designed by a computer it was still ultimately based on a human model with
a goal of exterminating humans.  Alternatively it was never able to
"sample" a multiple pseudopod creature.

3) The biggest problem with the movie was the ending (IMHO.)  I would
suggest that the ending was designed for a romantic movie-going public.  My
supposition on the whole matter is that, with the destruction of the last
chip not only would the Terminator option no longer exist but also neither
would John Connor - he should have disappeared as well and perhaps Sarah
should have reappeared (all of a sudden) working at a restaurant again, as
if nothing had ever happened...  Of course, this is only one of many
possible ideas.

James Brennan

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 18:15:00 GMT
From: JCONTOMP@tufts.bitnet
Subject: Terminator 2, opinion

 My belief is that this is a far richer film than one might imagine.  I
gave it ***** out of a possible ***** forgiving some of the flaws in
theoretical time travel.  As just a slam-bang action film, it rates right
up there with just about any other action film one can imagine.  From the
scientific viewpoint, you can argue forever.  The kid's use of an Atari
Portfolio to break into ATM machines is pretty outrageous, but fun.
 My theory about the movie is that it is both cautionary tale (about
weapons of mass destructions) and a MORALITY PLAY.  The allegorical
references to the personification of GOOD and EVIL are obvious, though some
Hollywood contrivances are used.  Sarah beats a guard pretty severly.
Normally, this would not be allowed for a heroine.  But, they made the
excuse that the guard (actually an orderly) is a sleaze.
 But, the overall picture is one of a full-scope morality play.  In
Holman's handbook to literature, a full-scope morality play is "one in
which the theme is the saving of a human being's soul, and the central
figure represents humanity in general.  That's John Connor right there.
One can read a bit more into it as well.  There's a heavy dose of Christian
imagery in Terminator 2.  John Connor, the savior of his race shares
initials with Jesus Christ (as does the director, James Cameron, and me,
Jeff Contompasis :-) ).  Granted, they're common initials, but it's just
part of the religious level of the film.  Sarah has prophetic visions of
the rapture (doomsday, the apocalypse, whatever you wish to call it).  She
speaks of the protector terminator as a perfect father (a god perhaps?).
Perhaps he is an angel as well.  I believe that this religious analogy is
intentional from both the writer and director.
 That's my opinion.  Does anyone else wish to discuss this (without giving
away too many spoilers)?

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 18:43:39 GMT
From: aru@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Sri-Man)
Subject: What happens after Terminator II?

Now that they have gotten rid of all the parts of the terminators the
future is safe, so they think.  Now the question is, if the future is
changed, by rights John Connor should not exist and in fact should have
disappeared as should Uncle Bob.  I mean, John is the offspring of Reese
and Sarah, if they changed the future, Reese would have had no need to go
back into the future.  What we are looking at is, is a contradiction.  In
my opinion, I think things have never changed and that future will continue
to be the same, just that it might be 4 years or something.  Actually, the
more I think about it, the more I don't want to. :-) Time travel has always
been kind of wacky.

Actually I think both John and Sarah should die to get rid of the
contradiction.  Then no references are alive in regarding the future.  Thus
history is saved.

I was really puzzled why they didn't do something about BT when they had
him frozen solid.  One quick splash into the vat and goodbye terminator.
Oh well.

Sri
aru@mentor.cc.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 19:00:10 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: What happens after Terminator II?

aru@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Sri-Man) writes:
>Now that they have gotten rid of all the parts of the terminators the
>future is safe, so they think.  Now the question is, if the future is
>changed, by rights John Connor should not exist and in fact should have
>disappeared as should Uncle Bob.  I mean, John is the offspring of Reese
>and Sarah, if they changed the future, Reese would have had no need to go
>back into the future.

   Depends on how you view Time Travel. If you look at creations of
timetravellers, and the travellers themselves, as having stepped outside
the normal bounds of time, you could possibly class them as
time-independent, or time-irrelevant; Sarah would have existed in any case,
Reese was time-independent and thus once his son was created whether
Reese's particular future happened or not was not relevant to John's
existence; the same irrelevance applies to "Uncle Bob".

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 17:29:37 GMT
From: polari!6sigma2@sumax.seattleu.edu (Brian Matthews)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: torturing Sarah (probably spoilers)

wbarnes@sura.net (Bill Barnes) writes:
>I didn't think it was necessary [for the T-1000 to torture Sarah to get
>her to call for John] in the sense that the T-1000 couldn't have imitated
>Sarah on its own; it's proved in the past it could imitate someone's voice

When did it do this?  The only time the T-1000 imitated someone's voice, it
didn't work.

>and a little later imitates Sarah anyway.

At this point even the densest of Terminators (:-)) would realize Sarah's
not going to call for John.  Given no other choice, he tries imitating
Sarah.

>I consider it more likely that it was intended as a test of Sarah's
>character, a chance to see, once again, just how strong Sarah has become.

Of course that's why the scriptwriters wrote it into the movie, but why
would the T-1000 want to do this?

Brian L. Matthews
blm@6sceng.UUCP

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 19:55:25 GMT
From: shane@inferno.peri.com (Shane Bouslough)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2:  Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

bleys@tronsbox.xei.com (Bill Cavanaugh) writes:
> Um, what happened to Arnie's left hand that got caught in the gears, and
> that he appeared to remove?
> 
> Just wondering about the sequel to the sequel...<evil chuckle>

Although most of Cyberdyne HQ is blasted, it looks like a big enough
company to have instituted *off-site backups*. Perhaps the good doctor's
son grows up to finish daddy's research!

Shane Bouslough 
Periphonics Corp.  
4000 Veterans Hwy. 
Bohemia, NY 11716  
516-467-0500       
shane@inferno.peri.com
...uunet!mcdhup!inferno!shane

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 23:17:57 GMT
From: thom@garnet.berkeley.edu (Thom Gillespie)
Subject: Another REVIEW:  of TERMINATOR 2: ... yuk!

If you loved Boy and His Dog, Blade Runner, and Alien ... that means you
have a brain and expect a movie to deliever more than bodies, Peterbilts,
and broken glass, maybe you expect a plot a decent dialog?  You will hate
this movie.

Bring back the re-Animator!

Thom Gillespie

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 04:30:32 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll) writes:
>goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb) writes:
>>Spoilers for Terminator 2 follow:
>>	For that matter, why not cut the elevator's cable?...
>
>If you chop the cables on an elevator, it doesn't fall :( The fellows who
>design elevators seem to follow the philosophy that if everything isn't
>working, the elevator should remain still, and there are safety devices
>installed to prevent unsupported descent.

   I *know* that. Let me rephrase:

   Best-case: the BT cuts the cable and somehow disables the safety
devices. The cage falls to the ground, killing both Connors.

   Worst-case: the BT cuts the cable, and the elevator stops moving.  John
Connor is now trapped in a small box with no easy way out.

   What actually happened: the elevator arrived at ground, and the Connors
were able to continue running away, with some success.

   It seems to me that there is no scenario in which cutting the cables is
*not* a smart thing to do. End of discussion on what is basically a minor
nitpick...

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 04:33:38 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

Terminator 2 spoilers ahead:

gh1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Gaurang Hirpara) writes:
>>Of course, from what we see of the future in both films, the machines
>>seem to have the humans so outclassed in terms of equipment that it's
>>hard to understand why they see the need to send a robot back to deal
>>with John Connor.
>
>The humans were kicking the shit out of SkyNet. When the computer sent the
>first terminator, they were attacking Cheyene Mountain. When it sent the
>second, it was microseconds from getting turned off permanently.
>Essentially, Connor and company realized what SkyNet had done AFTER they
>defeated it and penetrated the mountain complex. That's when Reese and
>Arnie II were sent.

   I haven't read the novelizations. All we see of the future *in the
movies* is humans battling robots in Los Angeles, and seemingly losing.

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 01:56:25 GMT
From: jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu (Jon Bonnell)
Subject: Re: What happens after Terminator II?

aru@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Sri-Man) writes:
>Now that they have gotten rid of all the parts of the terminators the
>future is safe, so they think.  Now the question is, if the future is
>changed, by rights John Connor should not exist and in fact should have
>disappeared as should Uncle Bob.  I mean, John is the offspring of Reese
>and Sarah, if they changed the future, Reese would have had no need to go
>back into the future.  What we are looking at is, is a contradiction.  In
>my opinion, I think things have never changed and that future will
>continue to be the same, just that it might be 4 years or something.
>Actually, the more I think about it, the more I don't want to. :-) Time
>travel has always been kind of wacky.

AGRH! This conversation has been driving me crazy.  Hasn't anyone even
considered Quantum Time Travel.  That while they are changing A PAST, they
are not necessarily chaging they're own past.  This has been used in many
SF series, most notably Planet of the Apes.  If you watch all five films
you will notice that the future changes, not only because they show ape
sitting side by side with man but that the icon of the apes is now the
Chimp and not the Orangutan.  Sigh, all this circular time travel is for
the birds.  Then time travel WOULD NOT be possible for going back into the
past would ALWAYS, no matter what, change the future.

>Actually I think both John and Sarah should die to get rid of the
>contradiction.  Then no references are alive in regarding the future.
>Thus history is saved.
>
>I was really puzzled why they didn't do something about BT when they had
>him frozen solid.  One quick splash into the vat and goodbye terminator.
>Oh well.

You want to try and pick up something frozen solid by liquid nitrogen?

Jon Bonnell
jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 05:30:02 GMT
From: rti!sheol!throopw@mcnc.mcnc.org (Wayne Throop)
Subject: T2 references to T1

Nobody seems to have been talking about T2's references to the first movie
by bits of recycled dialog and scenes.  I noticed what I thought were
three, but I haven't recently seen T1, so I may be missing many, or my
subconscious may be manufacturing these three.

I'm sure I'll be discussed at exhaustively if I'm off the mark.

1) Arnie-terminator says "It doesn't work like that" in response to a
question from John Connor about the polymorph-terminator's capabilities.
As I recall, Reese says exactly the same thing to Sarah to a question about
time-travel (why he brought no hi-tech weapons).

2) Arnie-terminator says "Trust me!" while looking over his shoulder.  It
seems to me that Reese says almost exactly the same thing with exactly the
same body language in the first movie, but I'm not sure just when.

3) Finally, Arnie-terminator says "Come mit me if you vant to lif" to Sarah
in the mental hospital.  In the first movie, doesn't Reese say exactly the
same thing (but without the accent, and a much more excited delivery) to
Sarah in the disco?

Anyway, if I'm right about these three, I probably missed zillions.
Anybody else see any?  (I'm discounting the "I'll be back"... it's
practically a trademark by now, not a reference.)

Wayne Throop
...!mcnc!dg-rtp!sheol!throopw

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 05:22:40 GMT
From: umlepine@ccu.umanitoba.ca (Venus Flytrap)
Subject: Re: T2 references to T1

throopw@sheol.UUCP (Wayne Throop) writes:
>Nobody seems to have been talking about T2's references to the first movie
>by bits of recycled dialog and scenes.  I noticed what I thought were
>three, but I haven't recently seen T1, so I may be missing many, or my
>subconscious may be manufacturing these three.

>I'm sure I'll be discussed at exhaustively if I'm off the mark.

>1) Arnie-terminator says "It doesn't work like that" in response to a
>question from John Connor about the polymorph-terminator's capabilities.
>As I recall, Reese says exactly the same thing to Sarah to a question
>about time-travel (why he brought no hi-tech weapons).

I think you're reaching on this one

>2) Arnie-terminator says "Trust me!" while looking over his shoulder.  It
>seems to me that Reese says almost exactly the same thing with exactly the
>same body language in the first movie, but I'm not sure just when.

I can't remeber this one from T1

>3) Finally, Arnie-terminator says "Come mit me if you vant to lif" to
>Sarah in the mental hospital.  In the first movie, doesn't Reese say
>exactly the same thing (but without the accent, and a much more excited
>delivery) to Sarah in the disco?

When I saw this in T! I thought "This is the greatest pickup line yet!"

I'm sure I saw another but I can't remeber it right now.  But I sure
enjoyed these references to T1. Good for a few laughs at the very least

Bryan

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	     Television - Gerry Anderson Productions (8 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 4 Jul 91 15:25:00 GMT
From: miller@julian.ccs.uwo.ca (J G Miller)
Subject: Re: Gerry Anderson productions (The list!)

trebor@lkbreth.foretune.co.jp (Robert J Woodhead) writes:
>   Supercar
>      Super flying car piloted by Mike Mercury.  Always out foiling the
>      evil "Masterspy" 

Also featured Professor Popkiss and Doctor Beaker, the two who built
Supercar, and Mike's nephew Jimmie and his pet monkey.  Masterspy's
sidekick was reminiscent of Peter Lorre.

>   Fireball XL-5
>      Galaxy patrol starship, I forget the name of the pilot.  Had cute
>      robot named Robert. 

Pilot was Colonel Steve Zodiac, with medical officer Venus, and a scientist
whose name I can't remember.  The head of the World Space Patrol was
Commander Zero (with a sidekick whose name I again fail to remember) based
in Space City somewhere in a desert in the US.

>   Stingray
>      Supersonic (!) submarine of the World Aquanaut Security Patrol
>      (WASP), under the command of Troy Tempest.  He and his buddy, the
>      laconic "Phones," were always foiling the efforts of various
>      undersea empires, who, having an adversion to beachfront property,
>      were always trying to destroy the surface world.  The Stingray was
>      known for making powered leaps out of the water to escape torpedoes
>      and missiles.

And there wa
machinas abound and, at the end, I was left with the feeling that I had
just read about some robots programmed by the author to act in a certain
way, not real people.  This is a feeling that I am less and less able to
ignore.

I should add that I find Grass to be an above average sf novel, reflecting
my general pessimism about the genre.  If you want a truly abysmal example,
look at Edding's Belgariad.  His main faults: annoying prose (how many
times did someone say something "blandly", "slyly", "hotly", etc.?), and
characters that are almost self parodies (the rascally old sorcerer, the
motherly sorceress, the anxious adolescent boy, the tempestuous girl, the
chivalrous knight, the berserker Viking, the silent nomad, etc).  Of course
I read the whole series.  I even started the Mallorean before I came to my
senses ;-).

I'll now put in a plug for Glen Cook's _Tower of Fear_.  Typical gritty
Cook set in an imagined Middle East of many centuries ago with a touch of
the usual sorcery.  The plot details do get a little hairy and you have to
make an effort to read the first few (several) chapters in order to get
settled in.  Cook works with a large cast of characters and does a good job
with what is essentially a story about a few families caught up in bad
times (with a lot of intrigue, and not so much magic, on the side).

Ken Warkentyne
Laboratoire de Teleinformatique, EPFL, Suisse
warkent@ltisun.epfl.ch

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 21:17:01 GMT
From: djdaneh@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Re: Literary value in SF

Okay...

SF is not a branch of "literature."  It is one of the branches of
"paraliterature."  I'll get back to that in a minute, but...

Lem, in a way, is right in saying that SF does not get criticism: more
specifically, until several decades of its existence had passed, it did not
get criticism, beyond offhand dismissal, from the academic world.  This
ceased to be the case in 1958, when the MLA instituted its Continuing
Seminar on Science Fiction, which is the oldest Continuing Seminar in that
organization.

(I'm a little out of touch: if that's been made a permanent seminar,
someone let me know.)

There are also several other sources of excellent academic criticism,
notably the SFRA (Science Fiction Research Association) and magazines such
as SF EYE, NEW YORK REVIEW OF SCIENCE FICTION, EXTRAPOLATION, FOUNDATION,
and others.  Some of these no longer exist.

However, 

1) Serious and informed criticism of SF dates back to well before the MLA
Continuing Seminar.  It dates back to James Blish and Damon Knight and
Judith Merrill's excellent essays from the early '50s, collected,
respectively, in IN SEARCH OF WONDER, the two ISSUES AT HAND books, and,
grievously, not at all.

2) Most academic criticism of SF has labored under the twin burdens of
ignorance and misapprehension.

Let us consider these two burdens.

"Ignorance" - it is all too common for an academic critic to write an essay
or even a book on some isolated work or small chunk of work, with no
knowledge of how this fits into the overall genre.  This leads to
astonishing boners like the professor who thought that Michael Moorcock, in
his "Warlord of the Air" trilogy, had created an entirely new sub-genre -
the "alternative historical novel."  This displays, you can quickly see,
abysmal ignorance of fundamental classics of the genre, works like Ward
Moore's BRING THE JUBILEE, Philip K. Dick's THE MAN IN THE HIGH CASTLE, and
so on, not to mention non-genre works like IF IT HAD HAPPENED OTHERWISE, a
collection of alternate histories in which (among other things) Winston
Churchill imagined the results of the South winning the American Civil War.

"Misapprehension" - this gets back to my original point.  The vast majority
of academic critics who have ventured into the world of SF have made the
fundamental mistake of attempting to deal with it as if it were
"literature": which it is not.

Let me explain.  I am not saying "not literature" in any pejorative way; I
am using the term in a fairly specific and technical sense.  The term
"literature" has been appropriated by the academic subculture to mean the
specific genres of which they have historically approved: including the
essay, philosophy, and what I shall from here on call MF (what I have
previously called on this forum by the clumsy name "BMLF," "Bourgeois
Mundane Literary Fiction."  The term "MF" makes use of the play between
Mundane and Mimetic, to balance the play between "Science" and
"Speculative" in the term "SF").

Note that I do not protest this appropriation, but consider it as a done
deal; genres like SF, westerns, mysteries, gothic romances, comics, etc.,
are therefore "paraliterature."

Let's limit the discussion, however, to the differences between SF and MF.

Possibly the most useful difference, though certainly not the only way to
differentiate the two, is in "reading protocols."  It is demonstable that
MF and SF are _read_ in very different ways.

Consider the sentence "He turned on his left side."  In an MF work, this
means that a man rolled over.  In an SF work, it may mean that he flipped a
switch to activate his artificial body parts.

"Her world exploded."  In MF, a muzzy metaphor for severe emotional
disaster.  In SF, a planet belonging to a female sentient blew up.

But there are also sentences that you can write and read in an SF work that
simply don't make sense in MF:
   "She spent a few months in the monopole magnet mining
   operations of the outer asteroid belt of Delta Cygni."
Samuel Delany, in his teaching work, discovered that even the most
experienced readers of MF, if they were not familiar with SF reading
protocols, were unable to make sense of sentences like this.  They were
simply unable to decode the (admittedly, rather vast amount of) information
encoded herein.

Part of the reason, of course, is the fact that a MF reader generally
doesn't have the technial background to know what a monopole is, or that
Delta Cygni is a star, or whatever.

But an equally large part turned out to be that an MF reader had not ever
learned the mental tools involvedty and blows the city away.
It was not the Zero-X mission.

>>   Voyage to the far side of the Sun	(movie)
>>     Stars many of the actors who later played in U.F.O, as well as Roy
>>     Thinnes as an astronaut who travels to a newly discovered planet in
>>     an orbit exactly on the opposite side of the sun, and finds it to be
>>     an exact duplicate of Earth, just right/left reversed.

Released in some markets (U.S.?) as "Doppleg\"anger".

> UFO was headed by Command Straker (Ed Bishop) with his second in command,
> whose name I forget, played by George Sewell.

Alec... er, um...

Peter Scott
NASA/JPL/Caltech
pjs@euclid.jpl.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jul 91 15:53:28 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: Captain Scarlet (was: Gerry Anderson productions (The list!))

J G Miller <miller@ria.ccs.uwo.CA> said:
> trebor@lkbreth.foretune.co.jp (Robert J Woodhead) writes:
> 
>>	Captain Scarlet vs. the Mysterons

Shown in syndication in the United States as "Captain Scarlet," which was
probably a good thing since the word "Mysterons" was probably the dumbest
and most kiddie-oriented thing about what was actually a pretty good show.

>> Irked by the destruction of their Martian City,
>
> The Martian city was destroyed by accident by the retaliatory action of
> the Zero X space craft mission to Mars.  The expedition disturbed some
> rock snakes which fireballed the craft and when missiles were fired in
> defense, the undiscovered city was inadvertently destroyed.

Accident, my ass.  The exploratory craft, an enclosed, pressurized rover
vehicle on treads, with a crew of three, came over this rise and saw the
Mysteron city.  While the humans were doing the the
made-for-children's-television equivalent of sitting there and saying "Holy
SHIT!", the Mysterons, understandably curious about this thing that had
just shown up on their horizon, aimed a few of their sensory arrays at it.
Some idiot in the exploration craft - it _may_ have been the very ill-fated
Captain Black, excitedly mistook this as a hostile act and fired off a few
missiles at the scanners.  (_Why_ were these guys wandering around Mars in
a heavily armed "exploration" vehicle?  Who knows?)  The Mysterons were
somewhat irked at this behaviour and decided to (1) reduce the offending
vehicle to incandescent rubble and (2) declare war on Earth.  (Okay, so
maybe they over-reacted too. :-)

>> the Mysterons, an ancient race with the power of Retroanimation
>> (bringing you back from the dead under their control) launch a war of
>> terror against the earth.  Facing them is SPECTRUM, based on a flying
>> aircraft carrier called Cloudbase.  Captain Scarlet is a SPECTRUM agent
>> who is killed and reanimated by the Mysterons, then killed by his best
>> friend, Captain Blue.  Due to some wierd freak of nature, Captain
>> Scarlet then reanimates again, this time free of Mysteron control, and
>> effectively immortal (but quite, quite killable, and rekillable, and
>> rerekillable - he dies almost every show).

The "freak of nature" that freed Capt. Scarlet (Paul Metcalfe) from
Mysteron control was never explained. I've developed my own theory,
stealing heavily from Larry Niven's "World of Ptaavs," that Scarlet and
Black, being the Mysteron's first two experiments in creating "human" mole
agents, were, after being killed, recreated a bit _too_ well by the
Mysterons - all their personalities, as opposed to just their knowledge and
memories, were reproduced in the duplicates, along with an overlay "I'm not
really this guy, I'm just an alien agent with his personality template"
super-identity...

When he was "killed" by Captain Blue (Adam Spencer), Scarlet lost
consciousness while his body regenerated and then woke up with two
conflicting identities in his head: (1) "I'm Paul Metcalfe, loyal human,
and (2) "I'm an alien who has Paul Metcalfe's appearance and memories."
Because Metcalfe's own sense of identity and loyalty were pretty damn
strong, the Metcalfe identity took control.  (It may have helped that the
Mysterons had created their agent in order to perform one specific
assassination mission, and with that mission foiled the alien-agent
personality had come to the end of its pre-programmed instruction set and
therefore didn't have any powerful motivation for asserting itself.)

Why wasn't Captain Black ever also "reclaimed" by his human side?  Well,
(1) I'm not sure he ever went through the trauma of being temporarily
killed - the Mysterons were apparently very fond of him (or else they'd
seen what had happened to Metcalfe and they didn't want it happening to
this guy too) and they tended to use their technology (at great effoprt and
expense, I'd assume) to teleport him out of danger from time to time), and
(2) maybe he just had a weaker and more cravenly human personality than
Metcalfe.  (Also, if that _was_ Black who'd fired the missiles that started
the whole mess, then the Mysterons clearly could work on recreating him at
their leisure, with the original body physically present in their labs,
whereas with everyone else that they pulled this stunt on, including
Metcalfe) was on Earth or in space, requiring the Mysterons to operate via
long-distance remote technology.)

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jul 91 15:49:10 GMT
From: bob@castle.ed.ac.uk (Bob Gray)
Subject: Re: Gerry Anderson productions (The list!)

trebor@lkbreth.foretune.co.jp (Robert J Woodhead) writes:
>In chronological order, the Gerry & Sylvia Anderson shows were:
>(apologies for any I might have missed)

You missed the very first one
   Twizzle (1957)

>   Torchy the Battery Boy      (ditto)
>   Five Feather Falls  (very early, never seen it)

   Four Feather Falls

and it was made before Torchy, although both date from 1960.

>   Supercar
>   Fireball XL-5
>   Stingray
>   Thunderbirds
>   Captain Scarlet vs. the Mysterons

   Captain Scarlet and the Mysterons

>   Joe 90
>   The Secret Service

Just
   Secret Service

>   Voyage to the far side of the Sun   (movie)

Originally titled "Doppelganger", it was re-titled for American release.

>   U.F.O                                       (live action)

Then comes the one most people forget.

   The Protectors.

>   Space: 1999                         (live action)
>   Terrahawks

And finally

   Dick Spanner.

Although there are only two episodes of the last one.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jul 91 16:03:33 GMT
From: awrc@cs.ed.ac.uk (Al Crawford)
Subject: Re: Gerry Anderson productions (The list!)

bob@castle.ed.ac.uk (Bob Gray) writes:
>And finally
>
>   Dick Spanner.
>
>Although there are only two episodes of the last one.

You sure of that? Wasn't it originally shown as a large number of *very*
short episodes (a couple of minutes or so) on some Sunday lunchtime `yoof'
magazine show and only later packaged into longer episodes for general
consumption?

Al Crawford
Al_Crawford@edinburgh.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 5 Jul 91 13:10:18 GMT
From: sm@vg.ph.man.ac.uk (Steve Mowbray)
Subject: Re: Gerry Anderson productions (The list!)

trebor@lkbreth.foretune.co.jp (Robert J Woodhead) writes:
>rgty_mrw@waikato.ac.nz writes:
>> [about Gerry Anderson productions]
> 
> In chronological order, the Gerry & Sylvia Anderson shows were:
> (apologies for any I might have missed)
> 
>   Five Feather Falls	(very early, never seen it)

One too many :-) It's _Four Feather Falls_. Seen a couple of episodes -
suprisingly good puppets. It's a cowboy show, and the name, I hazily
recollect, comes from some magic feathers belonging to the hero.  I think
the rest of the list is complete.
 
Steve Mowbray
Physics Department
University of Manchester, U.K.
sm%vg.ph.man.ac.uk@nsfnet-relay.ac.uk      

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 07:36:58 GMT
From: mathew@mwowm.mantis.co.uk (Million Headed Monster)
Subject: Re: Gerry Anderson productions

J G Miller writes:
> There were five thunderbirds. TB1 a reconnaissance atmospheric rocket,
> which was piloted by Scott Tracy the eldest son.  TB2, piloted by Gordon
> Tracy, the only puppet on TV to have the nicotine addiction, was the
> transport vehicle which had pods, containing specialized equipment, which
> were held in its belly.  TB3 was a space rocket piloted by Alan Tracy.
> TB4, piloted by Gordon Tracy, was a submarine contained in one of the
> pods.  TB5 was the space station orbiting the earth listening for
> distress calls and was manned by John Tracy.  The Hood operated out of a
> forgotten temple in Malaysia.

There were actually six Thunderbirds eventually; watch the movie
"Thunderbirds Six"...

Mathew

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 16:47:45 GMT
From: MFDICK01@ulkyvm.bitnet (Mark Dickson)
Subject: re: Gerry Anderson list

Thanks for the memories. 'Round here, none of the "kids" I work with even
REMEMBER these early marionette shows. Some extra bits:

Fireball X-L Five

The pilot's name was Steve Zodiac-there was a sidekick and female interest
character as well as the robot-came on Saturday mornings

Stingray

Had a mermaid (?) female interest character named Marina but, the best part
was that the show began with the words "Stand by for ACTION! ANYTHING can
happen in the next half-hour! (then the theme song took over - sort of a
Hawaii-5-O "rocker")- also the thing came on during the week right before
the dinner hour (does that match other memories?)

------------------------------
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Date: Wed, 10 Jul 91 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Convention Listings

The latest version of the convention listings is now available for
anonymous FTP from elbereth.rutgers.edu.  The filename is pub/sfl/cons.txt.

Major announcements as to the availability of the list will be sent out
three times a year, in January, May and September.  I will be updating the
list as I get new information either at conventions I myself attend,
announcements that appear in Sf-Lovers, or material submitted to me from
other sources.  If you have a convention you would like to have in the
list, you can send mail to SF-LOVERS-CONS@RUTGERS.EDU with all of the
appropriate information.  I would suggest for best results that you send
the information at least one month prior to the convention itself.

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 91 00:51:48 GMT
From: conty@cbnewsl.cb.att.com (The Conty)
Subject: Question about Worldcon

I live about 40 minutes west of Chicago, so I was planning to attend my
first Worldcon this year.  Unfortunately, I have a project due in
mid-August (work-related stuff), so I thought I would drop in for a day,
maybe two, to "check it out" as it were.

Recently, I found out that a one-day pass supposedly costs sixty dollars
($60)!  Now, I don't want a hotel room.  I don't want to vote for anything.
I don't want to be a volunteer anything in order to get a discount.  Why
should I pay $60 to go to a SF convention, when for the same price I could
take a friend to Great America and have a great time?

It would seem that the Worldcon organizers want to prevent casual fans from
attending.  Why is this?  Am I missing something?

PLEASE e-mail.

Thanks in advance for any and all non-flaming replies.

Enrique Conty
jester@ihlpl.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 04:57:02 GMT
From: victoro@crash.cts.com (Victor O'Rear)
Subject: Science Fiction and Networks

An Open Letter to the San Diego Comic Con
Dear Sirs:

   This year the San Diego Comic Book Convention and Expo should have an
attendence exceeding 10,000 members - making it the largest independent
convention in San Diego and one of the larger science fiction conventions
in the world.  I am writting this public letter to bring to focus a
dissurvice this convention performed against the electronic community.  I
have served the convention for the past ten years and I have been an active
computer hobbiest since 1975, and a few year later I bought my first modem
- - a Hayes 1200 smartmodem with the $350 cash winnings from a contest.  I
have been an active member of a wide variety of networks and so I looked
forward to attending an interesting and informative panel entitled
"Networks and BBS's: an Electronic replacement for Lettercol's and
Fanzines?"  I didn't recognize the names of the panelists and when I get to
the panel I discovered why.  One was the sysop of a multi-line BBS in the
LA area with no network connections, one was a Genie roundtable sysop, one
was a experenced Compu$erve user, and the remaining two were Compu$erve
sysops.
   My complaint stems from two observations.  Not only did they spend the
majority of the time (30 mins) introducing their BBS's and detailing the
various people who participate (with any exclusive tie stressed) in their
areas, but not one of them knew of a electronic fanzine or publication that
orginated in their system.  I mentioned that Internet (a public alternative
to commercial BBS') has Otherrealms as was informed that the OtherRealms
was up for a prostegious award and the author was available on their
commercial network (along with Internet).  I did not ask why the editor did
not originate the award winning magazine on their systems.
   My biggest complaint is with the panelists almost complete lack of
knowledge and experence with computer networks - especially with the
subject of the panel.  One the LA Sysop had some experence with FidoNet on
other BBS's in the LA area.  Some members of the audience seemed to know
more about Fidonet, Alternet, Rastanet, Internet and the potential of
internet gateways then the experts.
   So, what am I suggesting we do?  If anyone in the electronic community
feels that a better panel, with a better selection of experts is needed, or
if commercial huxters should be relagated to a panel entitled "Commercial
BBS's - a growing SF club or fad?" please call the VoiceMail system of the
San Diego Comic Con at 619/491-2089 or fax them at 619/544-0743 or you may
reach me in any of the following network addresses:

   Victor O'Rear
   victoro@Pnet01.cts.com (Internet)
   ucsd!crash!victoro (UseNet)
   Logistics Coordinator - San Diego Comic Con
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Date: 1 Jul 91 17:48:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: Re: Hard SF

JAHB@ns.cc.lehigh.edu (Jennifer A. Heise) asks:
>What is hard SF?

It seems to me like this discussion already took place a few days ago, but
Hard SF is usually taken to mean SF where the "Science" in Science Fiction
has the upper hand.  It implies stories dealing with scientific
problems/phenomena or discoveries that are currently considered possible.
I.e., the technical basis of the story must be correct, at least as far as
we now know.  For example, a lot of Jules Verne stories can be considered
Hard SF, and several of his speculations predated actual inventions.

About the following, personally I'd classify them as:
>   Cyteen                      SF
>   Number of the Beast         Soft SF
>   Friday                      Soft SF
>   Dragonsdawn                 Fantasy/Soft SF
>   Marion Zimmer Bradley's "Darkover" books (not the Friends of Darkover
>      ones)                    Fantasy
>   Bio of a Space Tyrant (don't criticize, just classify,please!)
                                SF

Not one in the lot qualifies as Hard SF IMHO.  As mentioned by an earlier
poster, try Larry Niven, or Robert Forward, or early Asimov, or David Brin,
or Gregory Benford.

Haven't read _The City, not long after_ and anything by Alan Dean Foster (I
admit to being prejudiced by the number of movie script adaptations the man
has written: I simply cannot get up the nerve to actually *read* anything
by him.)

A.M.B

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 91 17:24:03 GMT
From: jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Hugo Ballots and Nightfall

I received my Hugo ballot this week. At the end of the ballot there are a
number of "strange or unusual things about the balloting" stories.  I will
refrain from commenting on whether all these were appropriate. However, one
in particular made me curious. They mention a few cases where fans,
presumably as jokes, nominated older books. One "older" story they mention
was "Nightfall" by Asimov (and Silverberg).  Now, it's unclear from what
they wrote whether they got a nomination for the old short story or the new
novel. However, the wording leaves it open as to whether they may have
received nominations for the 1990 novel (by Asimov and Silverberg), assumed
they were joke nominations for the original short story, and tossed away
the nominations. Does anyone out there have any info on this?

Jim Mann
Stratus Computer
jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com 

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 19:29:00 GMT
From: DAVID%CSVAX1@iruccvax.ucc.ie
Subject: Saturn Awards

I saw the following on Cinema L , and I thought it might be of some
interest.

     The 17th Annual Saturn Awards for Science Fiction, Fantasy
and Horror Films were presented June 26, 1991.

Best fantasy film:  GHOST
Best science fiction film:  TOTAL RECALL
Best horror film:  ARACHNOPHOBIA
Best actor:  Jeff Daniels, ARACHNOPHOBIA
Best actress:  Demi Moore, GHOST
Best supporting actor:  Thomas F. Wilson, BACK TO THE FUTURE,
     PART II
Best supporting actress:  Whoopi Goldberg, GHOST
Best juvenile actor:  Adan Jodorowsky, SANTA SANGRE
Best director:  James Cameron, THE ABYSS
Best music:  Alan Silvestri, BACK TO THE FUTURE, PART III
Best screenplay:  William Peter Blatty, EXORCIST III
Best special effects:  Ken Ralston, BACK TO THE FUTURE, PART II
Best costumes:  Erica Edell Phillips, TOTAL RECALL
George Pal Memorial Award:  William Friedkin

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 22:13:44 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: GENRES: Literary value in Science Fiction, Fantasy, and others...

vehaag@crocus.waterloo.edu (Viktor Haag) writes:
>Thus, one may certainly ask an author what was *meant*, but don't expect
>the answer to have any critical relevance or value.  The field of
>criticism is one of reflection upon and observation of literary works, and
>only

   Just what does this MEAN? I have yet to see a single statement of
literary criticism that was not either stating the obvious (George Orwell
was depicting the evils of a collectivist society) or just scrambling
around trying to interpret a murky story (Cheever's "The Swimmer" comes to
mind here.)
   So can anyone tell me what this "criticism" does? How critics who read
these books and stories can place their interpretation of the work above
the man or woman who WROTE it, from whose mind it sprang?
   (I proofread an entire book of criticism on Kafka, and another on Moby
Dick, and a couple others on works I don't remember offhand, as well as an
overview of the process of selection of the Nobel Literature laureates.
Not ONCE did I see any purpose in what they were doing, nor anything that
was at once original and useful in the field of writing. It struck me as a
bunch of writing from people who couldn't write themselves and therefore
were stuck writing ABOUT writing. Those who can't do, teach.

>It is obvious that Mr. Spoor and I have run afoul of each other once
>again.  Ryk seem to be of the school that likes stuff that he can "relate
>to"; he won't go see a movie unless its "an understandable story", he
>won't read a book unless the author's motives are plain, ...

   Well, I WILL see movies that I don't understand, but if you don't
understand it I don't quite see how you can enjoy it. If it makes no sense
and you enjoy it, it seems to me you must be spending most of your life not
understanding. But c'est la vie, I guess, to each his own.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 20:50:20 GMT
From: kimshi@wpi.wpi.edu (Erik Currin)
Subject: GENRES: A literary analysis

I received this letter recently and thought I would share it with the net:

The best discussions of this, IMIO, are to be found in Samuel R. Delany's
book STARBOARD WINE.

To summarize:

The primary distinction between SF and MF (Delany says "mundane fiction"; I
prefer "MF", which allows for a play between mundane/mimetic similar to the
play between science/speculative in "SF") is that MF is subject- oriented
while SF is object-oriented.

That is, that in decoding a sentence in an MF novel, the reader primarily
considers the mental/emotional state of the subject, while in an SF work
the reader considers the objective fictive world.

Example: In an MF work, "Her world exploded" would be a muzzy metaphor
describing a personal emotional tragedy.  In an SF work, it would be a
statement that a planet belonging to a female person had blown up.

In MF, "He turned on his left side" means he rolled over.  In SF, it may
mean he flipped a switch.

Then, too, the object-orientation of SF makes sentences possible that would
be meaningless in MF.  "She spent several months in the monopole magnet
mining operations of the outer astroid belt of Delta Cygni."  The
interesting thing Delany discovered in working with students is that even a
very skilled reader of MF, if not familiar with SF, had a great deal of
trouble decoding sentences of this type.

The object-orientation of SF allows a sentence like this to encode a great
deal of information.  For example, one "reduction" (in the sense of Marxist
criticism) of this sentence would be: "While mining may continue to exist
in an interstellar civilization, its aims and techniques will change
profoundly."  It tells us something about the character's history; it tells
us something about the science of this future world (they have found
monopoles; they extract them successfully; star travel is sufficiently
common that our character can go spend several months at the Delta Cygni
and then move on, etc.); it tells us something about the economics, etc.,
of the society.

An experienced SF reader decodes a great deal of this information without
conscious thought.  An inexperienced SF reader may not be able to decode it
at all!

Ultimately, then, the distinction comes down to what Delany calls "reading
protocols."  Each reading protocol permits kinds of statements forbidden by
the other.  ("Her world exploded" as metaphor, if not forbidden, would at
least be looked on as poor writing in SF.)

One point Delany makes is that the object-orientation of SF opens a
trivalent discourse (as opposed to the bivalent discourse of MF).

In MF, the writer can describe the world-that-is-the-case, but criticism of
it is possible only through direct commentary, which many writers regard as
unacceptable.

By contrast, the one requirement of an SF work is that it describe a world
that in some way *differs* from the world-that-is-the-case, however subtly.
The working out of that difference, and its ramifications, constitute a
multi-levelled commentary upon the real world by means of contrast.  This
can take the form of the classic "if this goes on--" story (classic
example: THE SPACE MERCHANTS), which says in effect, "if this goes on, the
world to come will be different from what we have now in *this* way"; or
its special case, the "cautionary tale" (example: A CANTICLE FOR LEIBOWITZ)
which says in effect, "if we allow X (e.g., nuclear war) to occur, the
world will be like this, and that's *much* worse than what we have now"; or
the "critical utopia" (e.g., THE DISPOSSESSED), which says in effect, "a
world run along such-and-such lines would be like this, with these
problems, and isn't that better than what we have now?" - or a host of
more complex relationships with the real world.

In MF, there are effectively two "voices": the "subject" voice, which tells
about the human condition in the person of the protagonist; and the
"mundane" voice, which consists of descriptions of the world.

In SF, the "mundane" voice is radically displaced by the "critical" voice
(whose functioning we have briefly sketched above), but _not_ silenced: it
continues to speak through the attentive _reader_, who, in listening to the
"critical" voice, is compelled to compare the fictive world to the world of
her real experience.

None of which is to tout SF as superior to MF; they do different work, and
are equally valid.  If MF has produced more genuine masterworks than SF,
well, the techniques of MF have had more time to develop.

It can be argued that SF rhetoric really only begins with Robert Heinlein
which is untrue, but there is truth in the distortion.  Heinlein was the
first to begin offering sentences like "The door dilated," which an
interested reader can decode to an implied essay on the technology of
dilating doors, another on societies that find dilating doors desirable,
yet another on the historical processes that move from our society (or,
rather, the society of the '50s in which RAH wrote that sentence) to the
implied society, etc.

Prior to RAH, a writer like EE Smith would have interrupted the flow of
narrative to offer a lecture on, say, the origin of the Lens, or the
integrity of Lensmen.  The form of encoding Heinlein introduced has become
the mainstay of modern SF rhetoric, until a sentence like the
abovementioned "monopole magnet mining" example becomes standard fare.
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Date: 21 Jun 91 18:17:51 GMT
From: warkent@ltisun.epfl.ch (Ken Warkentyne)
Subject: Re: Literary value in SF

Ann M. Davis wrote:
>   The best SF/F tell a story.  It revolves around the characters, how
> they are affected by circumstances, how they grow as a result of their
> experiences.  ...  Many SF/F stories could be written as straight fiction
> by changing the circumstances.  ...  The same story could be told, it
> just wouldn't be as fun to read.

Yes, I agree and this is the big weakness of science fiction: the readers
require the science fictional trappings to make the story "fun".  The
unfortunate result is that someone who can come up with a sufficiently
interesting sf backdrop can get away with weak plots, characterization,
prose, etc.

As an example, consider Sheri Tepper's _Grass_.  Tepper creates an
interesting multi-world spanning society, poses an interesting problem, and
throws in some puzzling aliens.  As the story progresses, the details of
this backdrop are revealed, the resolution to the plot being the final
unveiling of the alien mystery.  Unfortunately, Tepper fails to convince me
that the main characters are behaving as they should.  In particular, she
relies too much on the cliche of the jealous hot-blooded Spaniard to make
plausible the marital failure that is a key element of the story.  Deus ex
machinas abound and, at the end, I was left with the feeling that I had
just read about some robots programmed by the author to act in a certain
way, not real people.  This is a feeling that I am less and less able to
ignore.

I should add that I find Grass to be an above average sf novel, reflecting
my general pessimism about the genre.  If you want a truly abysmal example,
look at Edding's Belgariad.  His main faults: annoying prose (how many
times did someone say something "blandly", "slyly", "hotly", etc.?), and
characters that are almost self parodies (the rascally old sorcerer, the
motherly sorceress, the anxious adolescent boy, the tempestuous girl, the
chivalrous knight, the berserker Viking, the silent nomad, etc).  Of course
I read the whole series.  I even started the Mallorean before I came to my
senses ;-).

I'll now put in a plug for Glen Cook's _Tower of Fear_.  Typical gritty
Cook set in an imagined Middle East of many centuries ago with a touch of
the usual sorcery.  The plot details do get a little hairy and you have to
make an effort to read the first few (several) chapters in order to get
settled in.  Cook works with a large cast of characters and does a good job
with what is essentially a story about a few families caught up in bad
times (with a lot of intrigue, and not so much magic, on the side).

Ken Warkentyne
Laboratoire de Teleinformatique, EPFL, Suisse
warkent@ltisun.epfl.ch

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jun 91 21:17:01 GMT
From: djdaneh@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Re: Literary value in SF

Okay...

SF is not a branch of "literature."  It is one of the branches of
"paraliterature."  I'll get back to that in a minute, but...

Lem, in a way, is right in saying that SF does not get criticism: more
specifically, until several decades of its existence had passed, it did not
get criticism, beyond offhand dismissal, from the academic world.  This
ceased to be the case in 1958, when the MLA instituted its Continuing
Seminar on Science Fiction, which is the oldest Continuing Seminar in that
organization.

(I'm a little out of touch: if that's been made a permanent seminar,
someone let me know.)

There are also several other sources of excellent academic criticism,
notably the SFRA (Science Fiction Research Association) and magazines such
as SF EYE, NEW YORK REVIEW OF SCIENCE FICTION, EXTRAPOLATION, FOUNDATION,
and others.  Some of these no longer exist.

However, 

1) Serious and informed criticism of SF dates back to well before the MLA
Continuing Seminar.  It dates back to James Blish and Damon Knight and
Judith Merrill's excellent essays from the early '50s, collected,
respectively, in IN SEARCH OF WONDER, the two ISSUES AT HAND books, and,
grievously, not at all.

2) Most academic criticism of SF has labored under the twin burdens of
ignorance and misapprehension.

Let us consider these two burdens.

"Ignorance" - it is all too common for an academic critic to write an essay
or even a book on some isolated work or small chunk of work, with no
knowledge of how this fits into the overall genre.  This leads to
astonishing boners like the professor who thought that Michael Moorcock, in
his "Warlord of the Air" trilogy, had created an entirely new sub-genre -
the "alternative historical novel."  This displays, you can quickly see,
abysmal ignorance of fundamental classics of the genre, works like Ward
Moore's BRING THE JUBILEE, Philip K. Dick's THE MAN IN THE HIGH CASTLE, and
so on, not to mention non-genre works like IF IT HAD HAPPENED OTHERWISE, a
collection of alternate histories in which (among other things) Winston
Churchill imagined the results of the South winning the American Civil War.

"Misapprehension" - this gets back to my original point.  The vast majority
of academic critics who have ventured into the world of SF have made the
fundamental mistake of attempting to deal with it as if it were
"literature": which it is not.

Let me explain.  I am not saying "not literature" in any pejorative way; I
am using the term in a fairly specific and technical sense.  The term
"literature" has been appropriated by the academic subculture to mean the
specific genres of which they have historically approved: including the
essay, philosophy, and what I shall from here on call MF (what I have
previously called on this forum by the clumsy name "BMLF," "Bourgeois
Mundane Literary Fiction."  The term "MF" makes use of the play between
Mundane and Mimetic, to balance the play between "Science" and
"Speculative" in the term "SF").

Note that I do not protest this appropriation, but consider it as a done
deal; genres like SF, westerns, mysteries, gothic romances, comics, etc.,
are therefore "paraliterature."

Let's limit the discussion, however, to the differences between SF and MF.

Possibly the most useful difference, though certainly not the only way to
differentiate the two, is in "reading protocols."  It is demonstable that
MF and SF are _read_ in very different ways.

Consider the sentence "He turned on his left side."  In an MF work, this
means that a man rolled over.  In an SF work, it may mean that he flipped a
switch to activate his artificial body parts.

"Her world exploded."  In MF, a muzzy metaphor for severe emotional
disaster.  In SF, a planet belonging to a female sentient blew up.

But there are also sentences that you can write and read in an SF work that
simply don't make sense in MF:
   "She spent a few months in the monopole magnet mining
   operations of the outer asteroid belt of Delta Cygni."
Samuel Delany, in his teaching work, discovered that even the most
experienced readers of MF, if they were not familiar with SF reading
protocols, were unable to make sense of sentences like this.  They were
simply unable to decode the (admittedly, rather vast amount of) information
encoded herein.

Part of the reason, of course, is the fact that a MF reader generally
doesn't have the technial background to know what a monopole is, or that
Delta Cygni is a star, or whatever.

But an equally large part turned out to be that an MF reader had not ever
learned the mental tools involved in creating the imagined world from the
encoded information.

MF takes the world-that-is-the-case for granted.  It can comment directly
upon it, either by breaking into evaluative commentary (which most authors,
thank God, eschew) or by showing the good and evil which results from that
world (OLIVER TWIST is a classic example).  In either case, however, it
does not need to _create_ the world, but only describe the specific parts
of it relevant to the story.

MF is subject-dominated: the primary focus of an MF narrative is the
internal world of the "subject," the protagonist.  In its extreme form,
this becomes the stream-of-consciousness novel, or works like Kafka's "The
Metamorphosis," where this internal world is represented in
quasimetaphorical form through external happenings (an exaggerated version
of the pathetic fallacy).

SF, by contrast, is object-dominated.  That's why the sentences discussed
above mean so differently in SF texts from the way they mean in MF texts:
they are objective, oriented toward the external world, rather than
subjective, oriented toward the character.

The only given we have about the world in which an SF novel takes place is
that it is _not_ the world-that-is-the-case.  Thus, an experienced SF
reader is continually on the watch for the cues that allow her to build the
stipulated world in her imagination.  "The door dilated" - the Heinlein
chestnut - is so often cited because it is a wealth of such cues.  It
implies whole essays on the technology of dilating doors, the sociology of
societies that want them, the historical processes by which the
world-that-is-the- case (or, more specifically and only for those so
minded, the world- that-was-the-case when RAH wrote that sentence) became
the stipulated world of dilating doors.

The SF reader is, at least, able to pass over those implied essays.  "Been
there, done that."  Rapidly, possibly even unconsciously, her image of the
stipulated world adjusts to conform not only to the specific nonmundane
images, but to the implied differences from the world-that-is-the-case.
This is a kind of thinking not required, and therefore not learned, in
reading MF.

The MF reader, therefore, is lost at sea.  She may not even understand that
the door is a circular iris and trying to understand how a rectangular
door, possibly complete with hinges and knob, "dilated" stops her dead.

Because of this object-domination - because the SF text builds a world
which is specifically _not_ the "real" world, it is able to criticize the
world-that-is-the-case in a way the MF text cannot.  The voice of the
stipulated world radically displaces the silent voice of the "real" world
(silent because, in the MF text, it is taken for granted), and, by
displacing, activates it.  The created, stipulated world is in active
dialogue with the world-that-is-the-case; every time is says "I am like
_this_," the "real" world says, "But _I_ am like _this_."

This dialogue can critique the real world in a number of ways.  Among the
simplest:

   The classic "if this goes on--" story, the very staple
   of "social science fiction."  Classic example:  "The
   Space Merchants."  Basic nature of critique:  "If this
   goes on, the resulting world will be different from the
   world-that-is-the-case in _these_ ways."  These may be
   positive or negative (ideally, both), and so the critique
   becomes an implied discussion of the pros and cons of 
   some trend in the real world.

   A variant on the above, the "cautionary tale."  Classic
   example:  A CANTICLE FOR LEIBOWITZ.  Basic nature of
   critique:  "If you [all of us] permit X [nuclear war,
   suspension of the Bill of Rights, ecocatastrophe, etc.]
   to occur, then the world will change in _these_ ways."
   In this case, the changes are almost uniformly negative,
   and the critique is little more than a warning against
   "X."

   The "critical utopia."  Classic example:  THE DISPOSSESSED.
   Basic nature of critique:  "In the kind of society I am
   imagining, life would be like this.  Now, isn't that
   better than what we have now?"  The critical utopia differs
   from the classic, literary utopia in two ways:  first, it
   shows both pros and cons of the proposed society; second,
   it uses a direct contrast of the proposed society with some
   other society that more-or-less analogizes our own (as Le
   Guin's Annares is contrasted with the very Earthlike Urras).

The classic tools of academic literary criticism are simply inadequate to
deal with this critique.  The portion of an SF text's energy which is
devoted to it is simply inaccessible to a reader who insists on viewing the
text in the way a literary text is traditionally viewed.

Some cautionary notes:

1.  First of all, this is not a touting of SF at the expense of MF.  They
are not hierarchical (indeed, one of the values of SF is that, in its
non-gravitational worlds, it can do without hierarchies), but different.
Which is better, purple or d-flat-minor?

2.  Second, this is not an excusing of SF from the basic standards of good
writing.  An idea, or a problem, is not a story; even the object-oriented
SF is ultimately about people, and they must be there.  In some texts, they
can be implied (as the real world may be merely implied and left for
granted in an MF text), but this isn't generally acceptable any more than a
complete lack of background and social description is generally acceptable
in an MF text - less so, since there is only one real world, and any number
of subjective characters.

3.  As SF should not be read as MF, so MF should not be read as SF.  Some
texts are now appearing that play between the two genres/reading protocols
expertly, but they are exceptions.  To return to an earlier example, to
read "The Metamorphosis" as an SF text is to engage in a pointless exercise
of looking for the differences between "this world" and the "real world,"
which allow a human being to turn into a cockroach, when the entire point
is that the world of "The Metamorphosis" _is_ the "real world," described
through the subjective experience of becoming a cockroach.
   Contrariwise, Delany tells the story of a lit professor who "learned to
read" SF, and spent a good long time doing nothing else.  When he returned
to Jane Austen (his specialty), he found himself asking himself about the
stipulated world in which Austen's novels take place - in other words,
reading Austen as SF and having valuable new insights into Austen (whose
fictive world was decidedly a distortion of the world that actually existed
when she wrote).

All this, of course, is preliminary to any real evaluation of texts, either
SF or MF.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jun 91 01:34:15 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Literary value in SF

resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor) writes:
>So can anyone tell me what this "criticism" does? How critics who read
>these books and stories can place their interpretation of the work above
>the man or woman who WROTE it, from whose mind it sprang?

The way it was explained long long ago, in the sophomore high school
English class in which I first heard about the notion, is that
communication is based on symbolism, and that there is often more than one
way to interpret symbols. Many jokes, for instance, are based on a double
meaning. It was claimed that the best authors wrote stories which had
multiple simultaneously-valid interpretations of the symbols in the story.
We first explored this via poetry, where it is claimed to be most frequent,
then we spent a while on Hemingway's "The Old Man and the Sea".

At that age, I wasn't very interested in it at first, it was just a dumb
fishing story. When it was pointed out that it could be taken as an analogy
about Hemingway's own life, I found the story more interesting.  When it
was further pointed out that it could be viewed as an allegory about all
people, it became more interesting yet.

I wrote a paper for the class in which I illustrated something like nine
different ways of interpreting it (some of those interpretations were a bit
thin, I admit, but it was my first try at it).

As for whether the author's explanation for the story is more important or
not, the standard point there is that the story *is* the author's
explanation. Any following explanation is subject to the same
interpretations as the original story. *All* communications are subject to
multiple levels of interpretation. This actually turns out to be both
common and true of everyday mundane conversations, although such alternate
interpretations are often interesting only to those with an interest in
psychology and/or human nature.

The point is, the author's offered interpretation does not invalidate other
interpretations. If I say "you really suck bigtime" and you are offended,
you're not likely to feel any better if I then say "but I meant that in a
good way"! The speaker/author cannot be the ultimate authority, because
that would mean that we would not be able to interpret stories that the
author does not or cannot explain. Each reader should be free to draw their
own conclusions; outside assistance with such a process, whether from
teacher or from author, should not be taken as ultimate authority, but only
as guidance. (Ideally that reader will eventually learn enough not to need
any guidance, either, but that doesn't mean that "ignorance is bliss", if
you know what I mean.)

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************


1,,
Summary-line: 11-Jul  overs-request@rutgers.edu  #SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #294
Received: by elbereth.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.4/3.08) 
	id AA27135; Thu, 11 Jul 91 08:51:21 EDT
Date: Thu, 11 Jul 91 08:51:21 EDT
Message-Id: <9107111251.AA27135@elbereth.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #294
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Thu, 11 Jul 91 08:51:21 EDT
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #294
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest           Thursday, 11 Jul 1991      Volume 16 : Issue 294

Today's Topics:

			 Books - Eddings (10 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 5 Jul 91 19:56:22 GMT
From: mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Michel Forget)
Subject: Re: David Eddings: The Belgariad and Mallorean

I was a little surprised that we never find out whether Polgara has boys or
girls at the end of the series.  I was also a little surprised that we
never find out "more" about their lives.  I guess there is never enough to
be satisfying...

Michel Forget
ersys!mforget@nro.cs.athabascau.ca
mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 12:09:57 GMT
From: daved@cbnewsl.cb.att.com (david.dougherty)
Subject: Re: Diamond Throne (Re: David Eddings)

vahlberg@cs.uq.oz.au writes:
>Since we are talking about Eddings, what do people think of the _Diamond
>Throne_ series. 

_The Diamond Throne_ is the first book of the Elenium series (fyi).

>Admittedly it is very similar in nature to the Belgariad and the Mallorean
>where the quest is for a stone of some wonderful power and that some of
>the characters have parallels to those in the Mallorean. It too is also
>slightly predictable.  I guessed who Flute was within several pages of the
>first book that she was introduced, but I like the atmosphere of the
>characters in the books.  I am yet to read the last book in the Mallorean
>series but to me it seems obvious what Elrond (sp?) is to do/become. 

You mean Eriond, right? Elrond, half-elven, belongs to Tolkien's world.

>There is quite a lot of dialogue in the _Diamond Throne_ series (more than
>what most authors seem to have) but it's enjoyable and in the end that's
>what counts.  One thing more that I think that's in its favour is that
>there is potential for more character development for the main character
>at the end of the first series, which really couldn't be said for Garion
>at the end of the Belgariad. Anyway, it would be interesting to see how
>people feel about this series too.
> 
> Just a couple of questions before I go though:
> 
> Is Garion a disciple of Aldur? I thought he was until something 

I don't think that Garion was ever a full disciple of Aldur. His destiny
was to assume the role of the orb protector.

> Belgarath said in the the fourth book of the Malleroen. Perhaps this is
> mentioned in the final book.
> 
> Also, does Garion possess "immortality" like Belgarath, Poledra and so
> on.

Yes, Garion is immortal. To a certain extent, so is Ce'Nedra (because of
her not-so-human heritage--being half Dryad and all).

> I assume so, since it seems that anyone who can use the Word and the Will
> gets this as a side-effect. Bye.

I read, no, "devoured" is more the word, the Belgariad and Mallorean series
of books. It's been a long time since I've enjoyed reading so much. David
Edding's writing is just spectacular. His prose reads like poetry, and his
characters are such a likable bunch of thugs! BTW, I *LOVED* the idle
banter and chit-chat. The constant side remarks, pokes, and prods, the way
the characters related to one another, was by far, my favorite aspect of
the series.

I just finished _The Diamond Throne_. I await eagerly the appearance of the
paperback edition of _The Ruby Knight_. But truthfully, I don't think I can
wait until 1992!

David W. Dougherty
UNIX System Laboratories, Inc.
ARPA: dwd@attunix.att.COM
UUCP: ...!att!attunix!dwd
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Date: 8 Jul 91 16:05:40 GMT
From: jcmorris@mwunix.mitre.org (Joe Morris)
Subject: Re: Diamond Throne (Re: David Eddings)

daved@cbnewsl.cb.att.com (david.dougherty) writes:
[Discussion of Eddings style in the Belgariad and Mallorean series]
>I read, no, "devoured" is more the word, the Belgariad and Mallorean
>series of books. It's been a long time since I've enjoyed reading so much.
>David Edding's writing is just spectacular. His prose reads like poetry,
>and his characters are such a likable bunch of thugs! BTW, I *LOVED* the
>idle banter and chit-chat. The constant side remarks, pokes, and
>prods, the way the characters related to one another, was by far, my
>favorite aspect of the series.

I would go one step further and describe the banter as a critical component
of the books' structure.  It makes the characters much more believable by
introducing the kind of informal interactions you find in real life when
people who respect each other work closely on a project.  Members of a team
quickly learn (or ought to learn) what needles will be taken as banter and
what needles will be taken as insult; the result in many cases is a series
of running gags which help the overall atmosphere of the group's working
relationship.

The best example of this might be in some of Doc Smith's books such as the
Lensman and Skylark series.  Their science and the culture are both quite
dated, but the books are still a good read because the interactions between
the characters is believable.

Joe Morris

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 11:57:37 GMT
From: apm935b@vaxc.cc.monash.edu.au
Subject: Some More of Eddings' Great Mistakes

Well, the Seeress hasn't been released in Australia yet as far as I can
tell (due to the infamous British/US carve up of Commonwealth markets) but
I gather it all ends as one would expect. The only review I've seen is in
the magazine `Private Eye' of a few weeks back, which was hardly
complementary.

I'm glad I'm not the only one to have noticed the lack of character
development in the two series (there's almost a rationale for this: the
prophecies have been working so hard to get to the final choice that the
people they end up with are naturally rather one-dimensional (OK, I didn't
claim it was a good rationale)), but I must confess the thing that most
irritates me about Eddings is the number of times his characters say `sort
of', in all three series, and it's getting worse.

You'd think with all he'll have earned from the books he'd have a
word-processor that could automatically seek and destroy this meaningless
phrase wherever it occurs. Doesn't say much about his editor either.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 23:19:10 GMT
From: plague@milton.u.washington.edu (Jack Brown)
Subject: Re: Some More of Eddings' Great Mistakes

apm935b@vaxc.cc.monash.edu.au writes:
>was a good rationale)), but I must confess the thing that most irritates
>me about Eddings is the number of times his characters say `sort of', in
>all three series, and it's getting worse.  You'd think with all he'll have
>earned from the books he'd have a word-processor that could automatically
>seek and destroy this meaningless phrase wherever it occurs. Doesn't say
>much about his editor either.

One possible reason for this is that many, many people talk this way. It
may not be proper English (proper with a language like this???), but it
does capture the essence of real world conversations.  (I know, real world
and Eddings.  You know what I mean.)

It's not the "fault" of Eddings or his editor, it is merely making the
characters more believable.

Jack Brown
plague@milton.u.washington.edu
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Date: 8 Jul 91 22:14:43 GMT
From: mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Michel Forget)
Subject: Re: Diamond Throne (Re: David Eddings)

daved@cbnewsl.cb.att.com (david.dougherty) writes:
> I read, no, "devoured" is more the word, the Belgariad and Mallorean
> series of books. It's been a long time since I've enjoyed reading so
> much. David Edding's writing is just spectacular. His prose reads like
> poetry, and his characters are such a likable bunch of thugs! BTW, I
> *LOVED* the idle banter and chit-chat. The constant side remarks, pokes,
> and prods, the way the characters related to one another, was by far, my
> favorite aspect of the series.
> 
> I just finished _The Diamond Throne_. I await eagerly the appearance of
> the paperback edition of _The Ruby Knight_. But truthfully, I don't think
> I can wait until 1992!

Why not by the Hardcover edition then?  I did, and I *LOVED* it.  It is
really an excellent book.  I agree with most of what you said about David
Eddings' writing, but I couldn't help feeling that the last two book of the
Mallorean were not as good as the rest of his books.  They were great, but
not quite as good.  The Ruby Knight is excellent, and I can hardly wait for
The Saphire Rose to come out.  It should be a really good conclusion.  I
wonder what he will write next?  No doubt it will be well worth reading.

Michel Forget
ersys!mforget@nro.cs.athabascau.ca
mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 14:58:01 GMT
From: ele9102@cdc835.cdc.polimi.it (Francesco Marcolla)
Subject: Re: David Eddings The Belgariad and Mallorean

rimovsky@ux1.cso.uiuc.edu (Tony Rimovsky) writes:
>I was just wondering what people think of these (this, really) series.  I
>just fininshed The_Seeress_of_Kell and I thought that all of these stories
>were great. (I read the Mallorean series in 4 day, and I worked 30 hours
>and took classes!!)  I don't think I ever read things that fast unless I
>am not doing anything else.  Anyway, an opinions?  What about the basic
>plot devices and ideas on religion?  Has anyone read them?

I read The Belgariad some years ago. I found it a funny and enjoyable
reading only because it had some nice characters, but not for its plot,
which seemed to me too much predictable and light years away from other
"Let's build a fellowship and go retrieve the only magic object on Earth
that can destroy the evil one etc. etc." series I had read.

I however bought its 4 Mallorean (Malloreon?) sequels (I don't have _SoK_)
hoping that Eddings would come out with some REALLY original stuff, after
having practiced for 5 books. I was proven wrong. The plot is even inferior
to Belgariad's one and the characters have not changed an inch from the
previous series. I somehow managed to read all four novels, but the strange
thing is that I can only remember what happened in _Guardians of the West_.
The other three books are like writings on the sand when there's high
water: nothing of what happened in them remains in my synapses. Might that
be because nothing really happens in them? :-(

Francesco Marcolla
ele9102@cdc835.cdc.polimi.it

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 03:42:23 GMT
From: sporty!randi@ursa-major.spdcc.com (Randi Pollard)
Subject: Re: David Eddings: The Belgariad and Mallorean

hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry) writes:
>kimshi@wpi.WPI.EDU (Erik Currin) writes:
stuff deleted to address the following:

>The thread I was surprised to see left hanging was the Fenlings.  Now
>there was a huge thread that didn't go anywhere.

I think that it did go somewhere eventually.  Two of the fenlings came to
slith tor (I think) and told those waiting that Belgarath was on the way I
am not sure if they had anything to do later in the final volume or not as
I have not read it yet.  

Randi Pollard
sporty!randi@ursa-major.spdcc.com 

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 22:59:09 GMT
From: MJT114@psuvm.psu.edu
Subject: Re: Diamond Throne (Re: David Eddings)

vahlberg@cs.uq.oz.au (Jon Vahlberg) says:
>Is Garion a disciple of Aldur? I thought he was until something Belgarath
>said in the the fourth book of the Malleroen. Perhaps this is mentioned in
>the final book.

I would say that Garion is most *definitely* a disciple of Aldur, for
several reasons:

1.  When Garion was given his amulet, he linked hands with Belgarath and
Polgara, and they "summoned" Aldur.  That is, Garion felt his presence,
although he didn't yet know who he was.  I took this ceremony to be
Garion's induction into his "discipleship".

2.  Upon Garion's first actual meeting with Aldur, Garion calls him
"Master".  None of the other gods are addressed in this manner in any of
the other books (I believe - haven't read SoK yet), and none of the other
characters call Aldur master.  Aldur in turn calls Garion "my son", but of
course, that's the kind of thing any old god would say, so it's a pretty
weak argument.

3.  The fact that Garion name IS BELgarion.  Belgarath tells Garion that
ALDUR stuck the Bel on the names of his disciples; the fact that Garion is
Keeper of the Orb shouldn't be enough (in and of itself) to earn him a Bel.
This one's a bit murky, since the Orb was supposed to have been created by
Aldur (in the first version of the story), but was later implied to have
come into existence at the beginning of the universe.  If Aldur indeed made
the stone, his connection to the Orb MIGHT earn Garion a "Bel"; if he
didn't, there's no justification.

4.  Senji, the clubfooted sorcerer, is told the he doesn't even know who
his god is, but that he will.  And once he did, he would "follow him the
rest of {his} life".  This seems to imply that ALL sorcerers belong to
Aldur, except those who gave their allegiance to Torak, i.e. nearly every
other sorcerer in the world.  The only flaw in this is that Senji is an
Angarak, too; Torak was his god, at least nominally, anyway.  If Senji
doesn't appear in SoK, I'd say this is a major dangler.

5.  At the end of SoD, Durnik is made a disciple by Aldur himself, and
given an amulet.  The amulets seem to be the outward badge of discipleship
(hood?), and ALL the "good guy" sorcerers have one.  They are all
disciples, they all have amulets; Garion has an amulet, so Garion is a
disciple.  The only one whose got an amulet who ISN'T a disciple is
Ce'Nedra, but hers is obviously a special one designed for a singular,
specific purpose.

By the way, during the scene in the Belgariad where Garion and Ce'Nedra are
bathing, the subject of birthmarks comes up.  Polgara had told Garion that
"we're all marked in some way - you with the mark on your palm, me with the
white lock in my hair, and your grandfather has a mark just over his
heart."  Interestingly enough, Ce'Nedra, after noticing Garion's silver
palm, says that she ALSO has a birthmark, right over her heart.  I thought
that this would eventually lead to the revelation that Ce'Nedra also was a
sorceress, but I gather Eddings never did anything with it.

>Also, does Garion possess "immortality" like Belgarath, Poledra and so on.
>I assume so, since it seems that anyone who can use the Word and the Will
>gets this as a side-effect. Bye.

I got the strong impression that Garion was indeed immortal, but it
certainly wasn't played up very much.  In fact, in GotW, the whole time
Brand was bugging Garion about having children so the Riva line would
continue, I kept waiting for Garion to turn around and say, "Listen, buddy
- - I'm gonna be around a lot longer than Riva!  You're never gonna haveta
worry about who's coming after me!  There won't BE an 'after me'!"  I
suppose you could take this to mean that Garion WASN'T immortal, but
remember; Old Senji, inept as he was, was around for centuries, and Garion,
even before he got his little blue good luck charm, was healing crazy
people and reviving dead colts in his spare time.  I think it's safe to say
he's immortal.

Mark J. Tompkins
Penn State University

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jul 91 17:21:24 GMT
From: JAHB@ns.cc.lehigh.edu (Jennifer A. Heise)
Subject: RE: Some More of Eddings' Great Mistakes

Ok, I have to admit that I seem like an Eddings nut, BUT - "Lack of
character development"?????  The characters may be of a mythic mould, and
so "type" characters, but they do develop.  Garion, for instance.  Or
C'nedra.  And we certainly learn more about facets of people's
personalities - Polgara and Durnick, for example.  There is more character
development in the Belgariad, for me, than in the whole Lord of the Rings.
I think the problem may be that a great deal of "save the world" fantasy
has involved importing people from our world, who must be characterized in
more "modern" ways, involving major internal struggles that are highly
individual.  However, the original genre (i.e., MacDonald, Tolkien...)
involved mythic and legendary characterization.  In some ways, such plots
ARE predictable, because legend creates its own momentum (see Joseph
Campbell).  Characters are also more "unified" and may seem flatter,
because they represent "types".  For instance, Belgarath in the Belgariad
is similar to Odin as trickster.  Though I think that the "new god of
Angarak" in the Mallorean is getting (in D. Adams' words) "needlessly
messianic."  Anybody else have thoughts on this?

Jennifer Heise

------------------------------
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Date: 8 Jul 91 13:39:53 GMT
From: jimcat@rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Subject: Re: A Gift from Earth

J_DELANO@UNHH.UNH.EDU writes:
>Just finished reading _AGfE_, and had a few questions:
>   What in the world do the last few paragraphs about We Made It
>have to do with the rest of the story?
 
 Basically, they establish the story's continuity within the Known Space
Universe. But they're not totally irrelevant to the plot of the story.
Remember, the whole society of Mount Lookitthat was based on the social gap
between Crew and commoners. Once the Outsider drive is established as the
method of transport in Known Space, there will be a new wave of immigration
to the planet and the consequent shift in culture. (Niven implied this
somewhat in "The Ethics Of Madness", although that takes place before the
Outsider drive; the social stratification is not nearly as rigid, and the
name of the planet has been chaged to Plateau. It's never specifically
stated, but I like to think that the new government of the planet changed
the name as a symbolic break with the old culture.)  Also, with FTL,
communication and thus social change will progress much faster than before.
Mount Lookitthat maintained its unique society because of isolation. Now it
will inevitably become integrated into the larger community of Human Space,
with all the attendant positive and negative consequences.
 
 In other words, even if the Mount Lookitthat revolutionaries had failed,
their cause would have succeeded in the long run.

>     The story came from a short story, "Slowboat Cargo."  Does anyone
>  know where I can find this short story?  Perhaps _Tales of Known Space_
>  would say, but mine is 30 miles away now.
 
 Sorry, no clue.
 
>     Is it ever definitively known that the slowboat _Planck_, that went
>  over the void edge of Plateau was destroyed with all hands lost?  They
>  say "it went over", and we are led to believe it was destroyed, but is
>  there any chance that it is not destroyed?  And was Polly still on it
>  when it went over?
 
 I think it's a pretty safe assumption that the _Planck_ was destroyed.
It's never mentioned again in any Known Space stories.

>     So adventures have taken place on Earth, Mount Lookitthat and Home.
>  Have other novels detailed other worlds?  I know that "The Borderland of
>  Sol" starts on Jinx.  Has We Made It, Wunderland or Down ever been the
>  scene of action or have they only served as background material?
 
 Have you read the stories in _Neutron Star_? "The Handicapped" takes place
on Down, "Grendel" on Gummidgy, and "Neutron Star" itself starts out on We
Made It. The beginning of _The Ringworld Engineers_ is set on Canyon, and
then of course there's the Ringworld itself.
 
 The Man-Kzin Wars series contains a few stories set on Wunderland and in
the Alpha Centauri system; while not written by Niven, these have his
approval as "canon".

Jim Kasprzak
RPI, Troy, NY, USA
jimcat@rpi.edu
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 14:05:38 GMT
From: jimcat@rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Subject: Re: Man-Kzin Wars Question

arxt@quads.uchicago.edu (Patrick  Palmer) writes:
>I've just begun reading some of Larry Niven's books, so excuse my
>ignorance, but ...  	In the U.S.S. Enterprise Officers Manual (a Star
>Trek book, but then again Niven did write a Star Trek episode), it is
>mentioned that the first contact with the Kzin was in 2049.  Would this be
>about right?
 
 In the Star Trek Universe, yes, if they say so. 
 
 In Niven's Known Space Universe, no, that's much too early. 
 
 The Known Space Universe is not the Star Trek Universe. Trying to
reconcile them will only give you headaches. About the only thing they have
in common is that they both contain humans and kzinti.

Jim Kasprzak
RPI, Troy, NY, USA
jimcat@rpi.edu
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 15:06:35 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.unh.edu
Subject: Niven

   Anyone notice that Larry Niven's novels come from his short stories in
many cases?  _A Gift from Earth_ came from "Slowboat Cargo", _World of
Ptaavs_ came from "World of Ptaavs", _A World out of Time_ came from
"Rammer". . . are there any others?
   Is this something unique to Niven, or do other authors tend to
elaborate on their short stories and turn them into novels?

J_Delano@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 15:11:03 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.unh.edu
Subject: Niven's characters

   Anyone notice that Niven's main characters all have a special talent in
his novels?  Teela Brown and her luck from _Ringworld_, Larry Greenberg and
his telepathy from _World of Ptaavs_, Matt Keller and his Plateau Eyes from
_A Gift From Earth_, Gil Hamilton and his imaginary arm from _The Patchwork
Girl_.
   Has there ever been a novel written around Beowulf Schaeffer, Louis Wu
or Lucas Garner?
   Is Niven interested in Known Space anymore?

J_Delano@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 16:05:05 GMT
From: jimcat@rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Subject: Re: Niven's characters

J_DELANO@UNHH.UNH.EDU writes:
>Anyone notice that Niven's main characters all have a special talent in
>his novels?  Teela Brown and her luck from _Ringworld_, Larry Greenberg
>and his telepathy from _World of Ptaavs_, Matt Keller and his Plateau Eyes
>from _A Gift From Earth_, Gil Hamilton and his imaginary arm from _The
>Patchwork Girl_.
 
 This is one of Niven's ways of creating a story. Insert a character with
extraordinary powers into the milieu and see what happens.
 
>Has there ever been a novel written around Beowulf Schaeffer, Louis Wu or
>Lucas Garner?
 
 "Has there ever been a novel written around... Louis Wu?"
 
 Excuse me? How much Niven have you read? Ever heard of a book called
_Ringworld_? How about _The Ringworld Engineers_? Both involve Louis Wu
rather heavily.
 
 As for Shaeffer, no novel, but plenty of stories. Lucas Garner may not be
_the_ main character in _World Of Ptavvs_, but then, who is? I'd say the
spotlight is about equally shared by Greenberg, Kzanol and Garner.

>   Is Niven interested in Known Space anymore?
 
 Read the notes at the end of _Tales Of Known Space_. Unless he's changed
his mind since then, the simple answer would be "no". And the lack of Known
Space-related output since _The Ringworld Engineers_, with the exception of
one rather humdrum story in _Man-Kzin Wars III_, would seem to support
this.

Jim Kasprzak
RPI, Troy, NY, USA
jimcat@rpi.edu
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 16:11:06 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: Niven's characters *spoiler*

J_DELANO@UNHH.UNH.EDU writes:
>Anyone notice that Niven's main characters all have a special talent in
>his novels?  Teela Brown and her luck from _Ringworld_, Larry Greenberg
>and his telepathy from _World of Ptaavs_, Matt Keller and his Plateau Eyes
>from _A Gift From Earth_, Gil Hamilton and his imaginary arm from _The
>Patchwork Girl_.

Teela Brown was not lucky: her luck got her dead. The term "Teela Brown
gene" is a bit of a joke.

Lucas Garner did not have a superhuman talent.  Brennan of Protector did
not have a superhuman talent.

>Has there ever been a novel written around Beowulf Schaeffer, Louis Wu or
>Lucas Garner?

LW went to Ringworld with Teela. LG was a main character in WoP.  BS just
got lots of short stories.

>Is Niven interested in Known Space anymore?

No idea.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 17:26:03 GMT
From: rogerhef@matt.ksu.ksu.edu (Roger Heflin)
Subject: Re: Niven

J_DELANO@UNHH.UNH.EDU writes:
>Anyone notice that Larry Niven's novels come from his short stories in
>many cases?  _A Gift from Earth_ came from "Slowboat Cargo", _World of
>Ptaavs_ came from "World of Ptaavs", _A World out of Time_ came from
>"Rammer". . . are there any others?
>
>Is this something unique to Niven, or do other authors tend to elaborate
>on their short stories and turn them into novels?

Other authors do that to.  "Way of the Pilgrim" by Gordon Dickson came from
an earlier short story. I think that if they get a good reaction to the
short story then they go and write a book about it.
 
Roger Heflin
Rogerhef@Matt.ksu.ksu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 17:26:28 GMT
From: chuck@mrcnext.cso.uiuc.edu (charles bridgeland)
Subject: Re: Man-Kzin Wars Question

dik@comp.lancs.ac.uk (Mr R. M. Bentley) writes:
>>Kzin warship and an underpowered ramscoop fortuitously equiped w/ a great
>>BIG laser.
>
>Space_ and _Man Kzin Wars I_. I can't remember whether the human ship used
>its drive or its comm laser to destroy the Kzin ship but it certainly
>didnt have any explicit weapons as the Kzin Telepath couldnt detect any
>(wasn't the human ship a survey vessel of some kind ?)

The recent story "Madness Has it's Place" (I saw it in Asimov's SFM, and I
think it's in _N-Space_) indicates that Angel's Pencil's laser was
unique, both for communications and as a light pressure drive (would this
work?).  Hence...

Chuck Bridgeland
chuck@mrcnext.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 17:30:00 GMT
From: chuck@mrcnext.cso.uiuc.edu (charles bridgeland)
Subject: Re: Niven

>Anyone notice that Larry Niven's novels come from his short stories in
>many cases?  _A Gift from Earth_ came from "Slowboat Cargo", _World of
>Ptaavs_ came from "World of Ptaavs", _A World out of Time_ came from
>"Rammer". . . are there any others?
>
>Is this something unique to Niven, or do other authors tend to elaborate
>on their short stories and turn them into novels?

Not unique.  A.E. van vogt did it a _lot_, often getting more than one
novel out of earlier material.

Chuck Bridgeland
chuck@mrcnext.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 20:29:08 GMT
From: wcsemb@ccs.carleton.ca (E. Bacic)
Subject: Re: Niven's characters

jimcat@itsgw.rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak) writes:
>J_DELANO@UNHH.UNH.EDU writes:
>>Anyone notice that Niven's main characters all have a special talent
[stuff deleted]
>>
>>Is Niven interested in Known Space anymore?
> 
> Read the notes at the end of _Tales Of Known Space_. Unless he's changed
>his mind since then, the simple answer would be "no". And the lack of
>Known Space-related output since _The Ringworld Engineers_, with the
>exception of one rather humdrum story in _Man-Kzin Wars III_, would seem
>to support this.

Actually, there is another Known Space story coming out soon.  I read it in
either Asimov's or Analog in their future issues summaries.  They said that
a Known Space story (first in a looong time) would be printed in one of the
two mags soon.  I'll try to look it up in my back issues of ASF and
IASFM...

Eugen M. Bacic
Sr. InfoSec Research Scientist
CSE/CSSC			
P.O. Box 9703, Terminal		
Ottawa, Ontario    CANADA	
K1G 3Z4				
wcsemb@alfred.ccs.carleton.ca

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 00:51:54 GMT
From: scs@lokkur.dexter.mi.us (Steve Simmons)
Subject: Re: Niven's characters *spoiler*

hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry) writes:
J_DELANO@UNHH.UNH.EDU writes:
>>Anyone notice that Niven's main characters all have a special talent in
>>his novels?  Teela Brown and her luck from _Ringworld_, Larry Greenberg
>>and his telepathy from _World of Ptaavs_, Matt Keller and his Plateau
>>Eyes from _A Gift From Earth_, Gil Hamilton and his imaginary arm from
>>_The Patchwork Girl_.
>
>Teela Brown was not lucky: her luck got her dead. The term "Teela Brown
>gene" is a bit of a joke.

>Lucas Garner did not have a superhuman talent.  Brennan of Protector did
>not have a superhuman talent.

Teela Brown's luck was racial (human), not personal.  Re-read the last half
of "Ringworld Engineers".

Lucas Garner was merely a good detective.

Brennan became the super-intelligent (but instinct-bound) Brennan-monster.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 01:26:16 GMT
From: msf@goanna.cs.rmit.oz.au (Michael Fuller)
Subject: The luck of Teela Brown (Was: Re: Niven's characters *spoiler*)

J_DELANO@UNHH.UNH.EDU writes:
>Anyone notice that Niven's main characters all have a special talent in
>his novels?  Teela Brown and her luck from _Ringworld_, [deleted]

hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry) writes:
>Teela Brown was not lucky: her luck got her dead. The term "Teela Brown
>gene" is a bit of a joke.

This isn't true at all: Teela Brown was lucky, *very* lucky. It was just
that the puppeteers' selection of her was based on an invalid premise -
that what was good for Teela Brown was good for the people around her.
This point is made quite blatantly in _Ringworld_.

scs@lokkur.dexter.mi.us (Steve Simmons) writes:
>Teela Brown's luck was racial (human), not personal.  Re-read the last
>half of "Ringworld Engineers".

I'd still say that it was personal.

Of course, that raises interesting (neo-religious) questions as to what it
was that Teela Brown's luck knew about the after life that it decided it
was time for her to die...  Alternatively, of course, it just may have been
that she was better off dead.

Michael Fuller

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 00:34:36 GMT
From: polari!mzenier@sumax.seattleu.edu (Mark Zenier)
Subject: Re: A Gift from Earth

rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson) writes:
>"Slowboat Cargo" was the name of AGFE when it was serialized in Worlds of
>If (or maybe it was Galaxy, but I think it was IF).  I read it there back
>in the sixties.  I don't know how different the novel version was - never
>found it interesting enough to reread but, the serialized form was
>definitely not a short story.

Galaxy and IF had the bad habit of publishing digested versions of novels.
After what they did to Herbert's "Dosadi Experiment" and Niven and Gerrolds
"The Flying Sorcerers", I'd recommend you reread the real version.

Mark Zenier
markz@ssc.uucp
mzenier@polari.uucp

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 21:28:52 GMT
From: ayoung@vax.oxford.ac.uk
Subject: Re: A Gift from Earth

>>Perhaps the last few paragraphs of _A Gift from Earth_ was a teaser for a
>>novel about We Made It that never materialized.
>
> Perhaps the last little bit of _A Gift From Earth_ is meant to say "Big
>changes are coming real soon now".

  As I remember it, the last bit of AGFE refers to the Starseed that
brought the first outsider ship to Earth and thus resulted in
hyperspatial travel being acquired by humanity.

Alan Young @ uk.ac.ox.vax

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 15:39:59 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: The luck of Teela Brown (Was: Re: Niven's characters *spoiler*)

msf@goanna.cs.rmit.oz.au (Michael Fuller) writes:
>...It was just that the puppeteers' selection of her was based on an
>invalid premise - that what was good for Teela Brown was good for the
>people around her.

Likely to be though. If you can find reliably lucky people, getting them
with you and on your side is generally a good idea. Of course if one is
walking with Teela in a forest, she may not be faster than the bear, but
she is likely to be faster than you. Look out for that branch.

scs@lokkur.dexter.mi.us (Steve Simmons) writes:
>Teela Brown's luck was racial (human), not personal.  Re-read the last
>half of "Ringworld Engineers".

You mean that her luck is what saved lots of human on the Ringworld? If we
are talking about a for-real gene (choke, gasp), then I don't see how their
survival could have been bred into Teela at the expense of her own ability
to produce children.

msf@goanna.cs.rmit.oz.au (Michael Fuller) writes:
>I'd still say that it was personal.
>
>Of course, that raises interesting (neo-religious) questions as to what it
>was that Teela Brown's luck knew about the after life that it decided it
>was time for her to die...

In the case of a for-real evolved gene, Teela's luck knew nothing at all:
The dead do not breed.

>Alternatively, of course, it just may have been that she was better off
>dead.

In which case she must not have been very lucky to start with.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jul 91 19:23:42 GMT
From: hwt@bwdlh490.bnr.ca (Henry Troup)
Subject: Re: Man-Kzin Wars Question

Called the "Kzinti Lesson" - a reaction drive is a weapon devasting in
proportion to its efficency.  The Kzin call this the "Human Lesson", of
course.

Later Kzin ships tended to have a gravity planer and a fusion drive.  You
can use the gravity planer to hold you in one place while you run the
fusion drive.

Henry Troup
HWT@BNR.CA

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 04:11:00 GMT
From: loos@frodo.mgh.harvard.edu (William Loos)
Subject: Re: Man-Kzin Wars Question

Apparently no one has dug up their copy of Tales of Known Space yet.  In
the timeline at the beginning the date of "The Warriors" is given as 2360.
This being only 20 years after "Vandervecken" (the 2nd half of Protector).

Personally, I think this is one of the places in Known Space where a poorly
welded seam shows ...

William D.B. Loos
loos@frodo.mgh.harvard.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: Thu, 11 Jul 91 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: SPOILER WARNING

****WARNING****

The following messages feature a discussion of "Terminator 2: Judgement
Day."  Some of the material and comments presented in this discussion may
give away key elements of the plot.  Those of you that have not yet seen
the movie, may want to skip these messages.

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 05:47:02 GMT
From: mathews@acsu.buffalo.edu (Ryan Mathews)
Subject: Re: T2 references to T1

throopw@sheol.UUCP (Wayne Throop) writes:
>Nobody seems to have been talking about T2's references to the first movie
>by bits of recycled dialog and scenes.

>1) Arnie-terminator says "It doesn't work like that" in response to a
>question from John Connor about the polymorph-terminator's capabilities.
>As I recall, Reese says exactly the same thing to Sarah to a question
>about time-travel (why he brought no hi-tech weapons).
>
>2) Arnie-terminator says "Trust me!" while looking over his shoulder.  It
>seems to me that Reese says almost exactly the same thing with exactly the
>same body language in the first movie, but I'm not sure just when.
>
>3) Finally, Arnie-terminator says "Come mit me if you vant to lif" to
>Sarah in the mental hospital.  In the first movie, doesn't Reese say
>exactly the same thing (but without the accent, and a much more excited
>delivery) to Sarah in the disco?
>
>Anyway, if I'm right about these three, I probably missed zillions.

Well, you missed a few more:

4)  The Terminator says "Wait here, *I'll be back*."
5)  The T-1000 tells the helicopter pilot to "get out", just like a
decaying Terminator did in the first film.
6)  Not exactly a dialogue thingy, but you think they've killed the
T-1000 in a semi wreck, just like they thought they killed the
Arnienator in the original film.

Ryan Mathews
Internet: mathews@cs.buffalo.edu
Bitnet: mathews@sunybcs
UUCP: {apple,decwrl,harvard,rutgers,ucbvax,uunet}!cs.buffalo.edu!mathews

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 02:49:16 GMT
From: sss10@cunixb.cc.columbia.edu (Gun Control is a firm grip)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

sbs@ciara.Frame.COM (Steven Sargent) writes:
>John Connor was born in February 1985 (shown in the movie, and also worked
>forward from /The Terminator/'s time of May 1984).  I'd guess from his
>size, his friend, and his hobbies (motorcycles, blue-boxing money
>machines) that he's about 13, making "the present" about 1997-98.  Yet the
>Arnienator's history of Judgement Day puts 1997 several years into the
>future.  Seems like an unnecessary bogon: why not just bump out Judgement
>Day a few years to make everything settle?

It wasnt very clear what year it was or how old John was. The T-101 <arnie>
said "In 3 years..." and I missed the rest. He continued and said Skynet
became self aware at 2:xxam August 27,1997, so it had to be about 3-4 years
prior to 1997 <1993/4> making John ~8 or 9. Strange.

>I thought John was just about a perfect 13-year-old.  ("My own Terminator.
>Cool.")  Sarah Conner was also just right: bravado and desperate mother
>love, left to brew for six months in that horrifying asylum, would crank
>just about anybody up to 11.  But the two of them together only really
>clicked at Dyson's house.
>
>The first movie left behind the Arnie arm and microprocessor.  This movie
>leaves behind Arnie's endoskeleton arm (in the big gear, when he had to
>dismantle himself in order to keep fighting) and his meat arm (at Dyson's
>house).  Does that mean that T3 is inevitable?  Will it cost $1.25 billion
>to make (/Terminator/ cost about $6.5 million in 1984; /T2/ cost about $90
>million = $6.5 million * 14 in 1991)?

Well I watched T1 a few 10000 times and recently noticed that the
Terminator's arm probably survived the press. The rest of him (which wasn't
salvaged other than the cpu) apparently didn't. With Arnie's arm literally
mangled, there wasn't a whole lot they could do with those nuts and bolts.
Besides, the arm was more interesting because it was a steel skeleton, not
because they could suddenly build up SKynet.

Also, some people commented on the fact that Cyberdine should've had
backups of their work elsewhere.  I'm sure Dyson would've known that, and
where it was.  I think he said "we have to destroy all of it" and didn't
mention anything about the work being at another site. Since he appeared to
be a dept. head in some way, he should've known. Apparently, Cyberdine
system really messed up bigtime.

>I know I'm on thin ice criticizing the technology in a movie about smart
>robots and time travel but, I didn't buy the Alternator for a second.
>He was fun to watch, and I understood the need to make him tougher than
>the Arnienator was, but this liquid metal stuff leaves me cold.  Why did
>cooking him work

It wasn't just cooking him, he was either vaporized (steel turned into a
gas) or it was, ugh what's the Material Science term... "Doctored?"..
anyway he was no longer this "pure" liquid metal and was probably unable to
reform as a result.  The freezing merely froze his skeleton but apparently
didn't destroy the neural net.

>when freezing him failed?  Why did they introduce a perfectly good way of
>killing him off (the Arnienator shoots off one of his hooks during the car
>chase at Pescadero; they could have killed him by dismantling him), then
>abandon it?  Why did the Alternator try to coerce Sarah to call John, when
>he was perfectly able to imitate her?

No, the T 1000's arm was shot off and yea, you could dismantle him but he
can regroup and then what? As for the imitation, when he imitated John's
foster mom, John realized something was strange (but it took Arnie to
"confirm" it)

All theories above are mine. I have no proof, just ways for _ME_ to
rationalize the weird aspects of the movie that weren't explained. If
disproven I will abandon them however :-)

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 04:30:41 GMT
From: cmk464@leah.albany.edu (Carin Kahn)
Subject: Terminator 2, John's age...

Regarding John's age, he was supposed to be 10.  Don't ask me how I know
this, where I heard it, I think it was in the movie, because I knew it
throughout the movie, and didn't read any of the articles posted about T2
before tonight.  It may have been Sarah who stated that it was 10 years
later or something.

Carin

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 03:09:43 GMT
From: sss10@cunixb.cc.columbia.edu (Gun Control is a firm grip)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

scratch@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Steven J Owens) writes:
>Some responses to the various "why didn't they/he/it do X?"  comments, and
>some additions of my own:
>
>In several scenes the T1000 is running after Arnie and Co and they're
>shooting it in the chest to slow it down.  Why didn't they shoot it in the
>FEET?  The impact and disruption from, say, a shotgun blast, would
>certainly have knocked it over and slowed it down.

When you're running, it's kind of hard to hit a moving target, especially
in an area like the feet. Yes, Arnie is a terminator but that doesn't mean
he had perfect aim.  Of course he managed to hit all those (standing pretty
still) cops in the legs all the time so I wonder.

>Likewise, it has a limited speed in human form.  Why didn't it try
>converting to a wheel and altering it's center of balance to move quickly?
>(also insert various "why didn't it use THIS form" statements).

It's a cybernetic organism, like Arnie except made of liquid metal. Once it
catches up to them, then what? It couldn't exactly become a spoked wheel...
More importantly, how is it going to see where they went? Apparently its
"normal" form is human and in the form of the actor who played him :-).  I
suppose the T1000 felt more comfortable in that shape which is why it kept
reverting back to that form. Thats why it could have fingers but not become
a car, or gun.

>The T1000 is incapable of forming firearms because it cannot form moving
>parts (right, so what's an arm?  and fingers? :-) but the moving parts in
>a gun wouldn't have been a big deal.  All it really needs is a barrel and
>something to tap the back of the bullet.  It could have picked up a box of
>rounds and formed a gun of it's own hand and fired it, etc.  Why didn't
>it?
>
>Why didn't the T1000 simply pick up a sack of ball bearings or quarters or
>whatever and turn its arm into a perfect designed catapult (or even a
>railgun) using them as projectiles?

A gun has a lot of pretty small parts and it _IS_ somewhat complex. I don't
think you could build an all steel "catapult" like thing.

>Why didn't the T1000 form a third and/or fourth arm to handle the gun
>while it was flying the chopper (or did it?  The scene cuts were very
>quick at that point).
>
>Why did the T1000 tell the chopper pilot to get out, but kill the nitro
>trucker who was already out of his vehicle and not in the way? (Maybe it
>was beginning to learn the meaning of frustration?)

Yea, the truck driver just got thrown out (the 1st one). 

> Why, why on earth did this "living metal weapon" try
>repeatedly to kill John Connor with a TRUCK?  

"He likes rigs" :-)

>Why did it keep sticking with the original cop form?  Well, quite simply
>it was the form with the most advantages in human society.  A police
>officer has perks and authority and gets instant recognition and at the
>least hesitation before people open fire on it.  Thus it makes sense to
>revert to cop form whenever it's not specifically emulating something
>else, in case some unforeseen circumstance arises.

I just wonder how he managed to mimic everyone's clothes :-)

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 05:29:56 GMT
From: rti!sheol!throopw@mcnc.mcnc.org (Wayne Throop)
Subject: Re: Time Travel Paradoxes and Terminator 2

lmann@jjmhome.UUCP (Laurie Mann) writes:
> A time travel paradox is the notion that if someone changes something in
> the past, that the future should be changed.

I'd say it's more narrow.  To be a paradox, the change in the future should
be of such a nature that it precludes the events leading to making the
change in the first place.  And remember, from Heinlein's
_All_You_Zombies_, (and copied into _Number_of_The_Beast_ (I think)) "Any
paradox can be paradoctored"...  upon which more later.

SPOILER IN NEXT PARAGRAPH

As an aside to other elements of this thread, several people have said they
found it obvious that "as soon as" the problematical chips were melted, the
terminator "should" "instantly" disappear.  But it seems to me that just a
moment's reflection on what might be meant by "instantly" or "as soon as"
(or whatever words used to imply simultenaity) in this context would show
that it just isn't that simple.

Often, the Back to the Future model of time-travel is trotted out to
compare here.  Note that the BTTF model is a remarkably poor and ill
thought out model as such things go.  So remarkably poor that I'm motivated
to remark upon it.

> The first BACK TO THE FUTURE "made the case" for ONE time stream.  

Yes, and yet at the same time originated the "second marty" problem, and
why didn't Marty's memories adjust to conform to "his" "new" history?  Yes,
yes, endless excuses can be made: since he was in the time machine he was
exempt, or he was a "causal nexus" or whatever doubletalk.  But the point
is, that even in the first BTTF, taken all by itself, the time travel model
is ill thought out.

> However, the second BACK TO THE FUTURE movie got wrapped up in the notion
> of alternate time streams.

Which, as Laurie points out, doesn't match the first movie well at all.
And it isn't even stuck to very well in and of itself.  

> SPOILER ALERT:

Ditto.

> In T1, it looks like the Terminator and Reese do not "change history."
> One could wonder about the cops and other folks who were wasted, but
> Sarah survives the chaos.  In T2, it looks like history HAS been changed,
> because Dyson is killed and Cyberdyne is destroyed.

Like BTTF, I think the time travel model was changed between movies.  The
first movie takes the "big static 4-dimensional tinker-toy" fatalistic
"history can't be changed" model.  The second movie pretty strongly takes
up on Reese's comment about all that "tech stuff" in the first movie, and
lands on the side of an "alternate timestream" "all the myriad ways"
"multiverse" model.

In fact, I've read interviews (while standing in line at a Drug store
buying greeting cards, of all places) with Cameron which indicate that this
apparent shift was intentional on his part, and that he wanted to reinforce
the non-predestination our-future-is-what-we-make-it message.  Based on
what I've seen and read, I'd say that, in Cameron's mind at least, The War
has been averted, the 3 billions have been saved.

Now, what particular model of time-travel is the second movie using?  I'd
say the most explicit exposition of this model is in James Hogan's
_Thrice_Upon_a_Time_.  A very similar model is also in David Gerrold's
_The_Man_Who_Folded_Himself_.  These models have the feature that 1) they
can easily appear to be the 4-d-static-tinkertoy-unchangeable model, and 2)
they both allow for "orphaned causes".

One thing to note about these and other such models, is they all seem to
introduce the notion of some sort of meta-time in which versions of a
timestream occur "before" and "after" each other.  Another such model that
has the notion of meta-time more explicitly is Asimov's
_The_End_of_Eternity_.  I've often wondered why nobody (as far as I know)
has taken this further, and wondered about traveling in the meta-time, and
the meta-meta-time and so on.  (This infinite regress is about the only
problematical feature of such models... I consider this group of models to
be the best thought out (besides the static one, that is).)

Quickly reviewing some questions others have raised.

Did saving the world imply having John Connor disappear in a puff of logic?
No, this would require a BTTF marty-and-the-fading-photograph model, which
is pretty clearly not what they are using.  John Connor is an effect of an
orphaned cause.  _The_Man_Who_Folded_Himself_ has the most complete
discussion I know of of such things.

Were the 3 billion "really" saved or do they "still" die in the "original"
time stream?  They were really, most sincerely, saved.  See
_Thrice_Upon_a_Time_ for the most thorough discussion of *this* effect I
know of.  The model in Niven's _All_the_Myriad_Ways_ is slightly different,
and takes the opposite view.

But the model I see as most likely, the _Thrice_Upon_a_Time_,
_The_Man_Who_Folded_Himself_, or _End_of_Eternity_ model has one nasty
philosophical "feature" to it.  It *does* include the "butterfly" effect,
such that a returning traveler can find their universe irretreivably
destroyed.  There is no "alternate timeline" to go back to.  All those
changes just *are*.  The most you can do is try to come up with an inverse
change that is close, and the longer the butterfly effect propogates, the
more difficult this is.  As is also addressed in Zelazny's _Roadmarks_.

As this relates to T2, I'd say that the first time-tamper *reinforced* the
apocalyptic future, introducing what had potential of becoming a
self-reinforcing loop-like structure.  The second movie (seemingly) has
broken this loop.  Only the future (and Cameron) knows for sure.

And finally, no mention of time travel in SF would be complete without
urging everybody to read Niven's _The_Theory_And_Practice_of_Time_Travel_,
collected in (I think... I'll be corrected if I'm wrong) the
_All_the_Myrid_ _Ways_ collection, along with
_Man_of_Steel_Woman_of_Kleenex_ and other such classics.

You know what?  I really tend to dislike time travel stories.  Something
like this makes me realize how pervasive such things are in SF.  Sigh.

Wayne Throop
...!mcnc!dg-rtp!sheol!throopw

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 05:40:31 GMT
From: woodsb@helios.ecn.purdue.edu (Brent L. Woods)
Subject: Re: What happens after Terminator II?

aru@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Sriram Ramkrishna) writes:
>I was really puzzled why they didn't do something about BT when they had
>him frozen solid.  One quick splash into the vat and goodbye terminator.
>Oh well.

     They didn't really have time.  Remember, "Uncle Bob" said so.  The
T-1000 may have been frozen solid by the liquid Nitrogen, but he was right
next to a source of intense heat, and he *did* thaw pretty quickly.
Besides, *I* wouldn't want to pick up and carry any of those T-1000 chunks.
What if it thawed, and retained enough local processing power to think up
something really nasty to do to my hand?  The very idea gives me the
shivers...

Brent Woods
4419 Myrtle Grove Dr. 
Indianapolis, IN  46236
+1 (317) 895-8690
woodsb@gn.ecn.purdue.edu

------------------------------
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Date: Thu, 11 Jul 91 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: SPOILER WARNING

****WARNING****

The following messages feature a discussion of "Terminator 2: Judgement
Day."  Some of the material and comments presented in this discussion may
give away key elements of the plot.  Those of you that have not yet seen
the movie, may want to skip these messages.

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 05:14:54 GMT
From: jsbell@acs.ucalgary.ca (Joshua Bell)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb) writes:
>Terminator 2 spoilers ahead:
>I haven't read the novelizations. All we see of the future *in the movies*
>is humans battling robots in Los Angeles, and seemingly losing.

To (roughly, I lent out my tape, and excuse me for splitting an infinitive)
quote Kyle Reese (from T1):

"...its defense grid was smashed. We'd won."

Also, in the book and the first screenplay, but since this does not affect
any view the movie presented, I guess it's okay- after the scene from the
future showing Connor, all of the H-K's and T-800 endoskeletons stop, and
after a few seconds a cheer erupts from humanity. Connor and his troops and
techs go to the Cheyenne Defense complex, and find that one T-800 has been
sent back. Connor asks for volunteers to go back and stop it and Reese
volunteers. They set up charges, but before they can blow them a second
trace, targetted at 1994/5 (not specific) is found, and then they find a
production facility for T-800's.

Joshua
Academic Computing Services
University of Calgary, Canada    
JoBell@uncamult.bitnet 
jsbell@acs.ucalgary.ca 

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 06:59:31 GMT
From: ggray@wpi.wpi.edu (Gary P Gray)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

sss10@cunixb.cc.columbia.edu said:
>scratch@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Steven J Owens) writes:
>>Some responses to the various "why didn't they/he/it do X?"  comments,
>>and some additions of my own:
>
>>Likewise, it has a limited speed in human form.  Why didn't it try
>>converting to a wheel and altering it's center of balance to move
>>quickly? (also insert various "why didn't it use THIS form" statements).
>
>It's a cybernetic organism, like Arnie except made of liquid metal. Once
>it catches up to them, then what? It couldn't exactly become a spoked
>wheel...

Also remember it took it a while to change from form to form, which would
make it rather vulnerable. It took it about a second to change from one
humanoid form to another, it would probably take it 5 or so seconds to
change from a wheel to a human (or other death-dealing form.)

>>Why didn't the T1000 form a third and/or fourth arm to handle the gun
>>while it was flying the chopper (or did it?  The scene cuts were very
>>quick at that point).

I *think* I saw a third hand gripping the flight stick in one of the
scenes, but I'm not swearing to it. Probably this will wait until video
release and slow-mo... :)

>>Why did the T1000 tell the chopper pilot to get out, but kill the nitro
>>trucker who was already out of his vehicle and not in the way? (Maybe it
>>was beginning to learn the meaning of frustration?)

Perhaps a dead chopper pilot inside the helicopter would be a problem
(might flop over against the flight stick, or hit a switch or something.)
The trucker was probably going to get in the way, so it was more efficient
to dispatch him. Had he killed the copper pilot, he would have had to
dispose of the body.  It's more efficient to have the body dispose of
itself. (Now, why did Arnie tell the driver to get out in T1? I don't
know...)

Of course, it was all just to repeat the "get out" line in a slightly
different context... but we're not supposed to think about the whims of the
scriptwriters...

>>Why, why on earth did this "living metal weapon" try repeatedly to kill
>>John Connor with a TRUCK?
>
>"He likes rigs" :-)

So does Cameron... :) Or maybe there's a recurrent bug in the program which
forces all terminators to get into a truck and try to kill its target?
Perhaps the code for a terminator is a modification to a truck driving
expert system. Heh. Skynet recycles used source code perhaps, I wonder if
there are some evil nasty robots in the future running Eliza...

>>Why didn't the Arnieator grenade the frozen T1000?  Why, on several
>>occasions, when the T1000 was temporarily out of action, didn't the
>>Arniator get the h**l out of there instead of stand around chatting?

Because terminators aren't programmed for retreat :)

Gary Gray
ggray@wpi.wpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 21:10:16 GMT
From: tomw@orac.esd.sgi.com (Tom Weinstein)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

scratch@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Steven J Owens) writes:
> I could see the next "terminator" being a software package that's
> designed to seek out John Connor, take over any nearby power machinery,
> and kill him with it (by that point in time there should be plenty of
> computer controlled stuff).  Then we can have John jack into cyberspace
> to take on the software terminator.

Excuse me while I puke.

>Likewise, it has a limited speed in human form.  Why didn't it try
>converting to a wheel and altering it's center of balance to move quickly?
>(also insert various "why didn't it use THIS form" statements).

It can't change form fast enough.  You're talking about moving a sizable
mass around at high speeds.  It takes it a few seconds to just heal bullet
holes.  Also, it may not know how.  I'd imagine it probably has the human
form "hard-wired" into its programming, with some capability for useful
appendages.

> The T1000 is incapable of forming firearms because it cannot form moving
> parts (right, so what's an arm?  and fingers? :-) but the moving parts in
> a gun wouldn't have been a big deal.  All it really needs is a barrel and
> something to tap the back of the bullet.  It could have picked up a box
> of rounds and formed a gun of it's own hand and fired it, etc.  Why
> didn't it?

It doesn't seem to me that the metel the T1000 was made from is very
strong.  Did you see the holes those bullets left?

> Why didn't the T1000 simply pick up a sack of ball bearings or quarters
> or whatever and turn its arm into a perfect designed catapult (or even a
> railgun) using them as projectiles?

It can't change form fast enough to throw things as fast as a gun.  Yes, it
can run pretty fast, but that's when in human form, and I think it's been
optimized for that.

> Why didn't the T1000 form a third and/or fourth arm to handle the gun
> while it was flying the chopper (or did it?  The scene cuts were very
> quick at that point).

It did.

> Why did the T1000 tell the chopper pilot to get out, but kill the nitro
> trucker who was already out of his vehicle and not in the way? (Maybe it
> was beginning to learn the meaning of frustration?)

1) Someone had to fly.
2) He didn't want to mess up the inside of the helicopter.  The pilot
   might thrash around and break something.

Tom Weinstein
tomw@orac.esd.sgi.com
tom@bears.ucsb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 12:11:42 GMT
From: ss@wpi.wpi.edu (Scott N Streeter)
Subject: Terminator II

>Also, some people commented on the fact that Cyberdine should've had
>backups of their work elsewhere. I'm sure Dyson would've known that, and
>where it was. I think he said "we have to destroy all of it" and didn't
>mention anything about the work being at another site. Since he appeared
>to be a dept. head in some way, he should've known. Apparently Cyberdine
>system really messed up bigtime.

I have to agree that Cyberdine had to have a save of all their material
off- site. I work in a computer center at a college, and every 6 months we
do a full back up of our systems, and they're saved in a concrete fire
proof bunker 3 towns away. If a school would bother to do it, I'm sure a
company like Cyberdine would.

ss@wpi.wpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 15:21:12 GMT
From: jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu (Jon Bonnell)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb) writes:
>I haven't read the novelizations. All we see of the future *in the movies*
>is humans battling robots in Los Angeles, and seemingly losing.

Well, no.  In the first film we see one or two renegades ducking and hiding
among the rubble, jumping out and shooting and then running away.  In the
second film we see groups, entire squads or more, of humans blowing up HK's
and Terminators.  Seems to me like the tides had turned.

Jon Bonnell
jbb@mvaxcs1.cse.nau.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 16:27:09 GMT
From: cthomp@suna0.cs.uiuc.edu (Chuck Thompson)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2, John's age...

cmk464@leah.albany.edu (Carin Kahn) writes:
>Regarding John's age, he was supposed to be 10.  Don't ask me how I know
>this, where I heard it, I think it was in the movie, because I knew it
>throughout the movie, and didn't read any of the articles posted about T2
>before tonight.  It may have been Sarah who stated that it was 10 years
>later or something.

Right after the T1000 dusts the first cop he punches up John Connor on the
computer in the cop's car.  If you look closely his age, 10, is listed
along with his address and other personal information.

Chuck Thompson
Department of Computer Science
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
cthomp@cs.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Jul 91 23:24:09 GMT
From: mears@hpindda.cup.hp.com (David Mears)
Subject: Re: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

sbs@ciara.Frame.COM (Steven Sargent) writes:
> Why did the Alternator try to coerce Sarah to call John, when he was
> perfectly able to imitate her?

It was pointed out that the T-1000 couldn't `imitate' someone until it
first had physical contact with the person.  I assume that meant not only
physical form, but also voice.  You'll notice that once it had stabbed
Sarah in the attempt to get her to call John (and thus had physical contact
with her), it was able to imitate her later, in both form and voice.

David B. Mears
Hewlett-Packard
Cupertino CA
hplabs!hpda!mears
mears@hpinddf.cup.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 12:41:11 GMT
From: tdh@drd.com (Tom Haynes)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: (probably spoilers)

6sigma2@polari.UUCP (Brian Matthews) wrote:
>wbarnes@sura.net (Bill Barnes) writes:
>>I didn't think it was necessary [for the T-1000 to torture Sarah to get
>>her to call for John] in the sense that the T-1000 couldn't have imitated
>>Sarah on its own; it's proved in the past it could imitate someone's
>>voice
>
>When did it do this?  The only time the T-1000 imitated someone's voice,
>it didn't work.
>
>>and a little later imitates Sarah anyway.
>
>At this point even the densest of Terminators (:-)) would realize Sarah's
>not going to call for John.  Given no other choice, he tries imitating
>Sarah.

I think that the T-1000 might not yet have heard Sarah speak.  He might
have heard her screaming and yelling in the elevator, but maybe he did not
_record_ her.  If he had, it probably was not in her normal voice.  So, he
has to get her to speak to him, it doesn't matter what she says.

BTW:

Assuming John is 10, that makes T2 _happening_ in 1994, the T-800 says, "In
3 years Cyberdyne releases the neurochip [the one based on the original
T-800 chip fragment], and later is awarded a contract to replace the
defense computers."  Note: this is a paraphrase of the T-800, I could be
slightly mistaken.  Even assuming that there is no government red tape,
(The government wouldn't purchase completely untested computer products,
and then take the existing system off-line, there would also be acceptence
testing of said products, there was the period when the chips were being
installed and tested in the stealth bombers, and our government just does
not work that fast.)  that would place the release of the chips in 1997.  I
think that would be pushing it, and if you take into account the factors
listed above, it would be an unrealistic time line.

What they could have done was push back the time when the original T-800
came back.  Nothing, except the viewer's memory, necessitates that 1984 is
special.

Even with the weakness of the time line, I think that T2 was a great movie.
It was certainly as good as the first, and the special effects were
stunning.

Tom Haynes
DRD Corporation  
(918)660-3212
tdh@drd.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 15:43:00 GMT
From: shane@inferno.peri.com (Shane Bouslough)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

kirk@duke.cs.duke.edu (Kirk Franklin) writes:
> No, John WAS fooled over the phone; Arnold wasn't.  I think it was bad

Wrong. Don't you remember: "Something's wrong, she's never *this* nice!"
spoken by young John Connor.

> [ discusson of duplicate tractor trailer scenes in T1 and T2 deleted ]

Good point. Considering the effort that went into the film, they should
have come up with different chase plots.

> And another thing: The Alternator had three arms in several shots near
> the [...]

I've seen it a few times now and I don't remember this. Are you sure?

> end, when it flying the helicopter.  Was this a mistake in the writing
> (it could only copy things it had touched, and it hadn't touched any
> three-armed cops) or in the editing (we weren't supposed to see it)?

What makes you think that it couldn't dup a third arm? It didn't touch any
cops with giant metal hooks at the end of it's arms yet it had no problem
doing that when it chased the gang of three escaping from the hospital.

Shane Bouslough
Periphonics Corp.
4000 Veterans Hwy.
Bohemia, NY 11716 
516-467-0500      
shane@inferno.peri.com
...uunet!mcdhup!inferno!shane

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 21:05:18 GMT
From: jpugh@apple.com (Jon Pugh)
Subject: Re: Terminator II

>Also, some people commented on the fact that Cyberdine should've had
>backups of their work elsewhere. I'm sure Dyson would've known that, and
>where it was. I think he said "we have to destroy all of it" and didn't
>mention anything about the work being at another site.
 
At the National Energy Research Supercomputer Center (NERSC) where I
worked, we sent backups to some place out of Las Vegas for storage in an
underground vault in the desert.  Only a few people really knew where this
was.  I can easily imagine that Cyberdyne did the same thing and that Dyson
wouldn't know about it.  Backups are generally made automatically and
stored remotely.

Dyson was under some serious stress and was in pain from a bullet wound.
It would be easy for him to forget about the backups.  They still would
have lost stuff though, since typically only the mainframes get backed up
automatically and Dyson was using his PC when we saw him.

Jon

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 21:56:19 GMT
From: jpugh@apple.com (Jon Pugh)
Subject: Re: What happens after Terminator II?

Here's my idea of what happens afterwards:

Sarah and john run from civilization again.  She's an escaped loonie and
he's a juvenile delinquent.  The cops are still looking for them and Arnie.
They are implicated in the destruction of Cyberdyne, a defense contractor,
which probably brings the FBI into it.  I would easily imagine them being
classified as terrorists and persued across the nation and/or into Mexico.
It hardly seems appropriate for the saviors of humanity.

There are a few people who know something about the Terminators and the
future.  Dyson's wife heard the whole story and doesn't know whether to
believe it.  She probably bears a grudge against Sarah, particularly after
the cops explain that she is an escaped loonie.  The doctor is still alive
and I think he will believe Sarah now.  He saw both the Terminators.  He
might buy the PCP theory of Arnold from T1, but nothing will explain the
T1000 walking through the bars.  He knows all of Sarah's story in detail.
He starts believing, but holds his tongue.  He knows what happens to people
who tell their stories.

We can only speculate on the rest.  Sarah probably would get picked up and
maybe would run into the doctor who would help her when the next T1000
shows up in Terminator 3, Skynet's Revenge.

In this theory of time travel, the future is not dependent on a continuous
past.  The present leads to any number of futures, but many futures lead to
a single past.  Somewhere up ahead, Skynet is still thrashing.  It has been
killed but it refuses to die.  It knows how to build a time machine,
although it doesn't seem to be very effective.  It decides to stop sending
Terminators.  Skynet itself needs to go through.  Voila, Skynet gets
created regardless of Dyson.  A classic time loop phenomena is born.  We
can assume that it brings a T1000 for protection.  Now the only thing
really required is Arnold to come back from the future to stop it again.

It all sounds possible, but when you are playing with things like this,
just about anything is.  We can and probably will speculate for years on
the contents of Terminator 3, just like we've been doing for Aliens 3.

Jon

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1,,
Summary-line: 16-Jul  overs-request@rutgers.edu  #SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #298
Received: by elbereth.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.4/3.08) 
	id AA28960; Tue, 16 Jul 91 11:02:47 EDT
Date: Tue, 16 Jul 91 11:02:47 EDT
Message-Id: <9107161502.AA28960@elbereth.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #298
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Tue, 16 Jul 91 11:02:47 EDT
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #298
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest           Tuesday, 16 Jul 1991       Volume 16 : Issue 298

Today's Topics:

          Administrivia - Request for Discussion #2,
	  Books - Anthony & Baldwin (3 msgs) & Barker (3 msgs) &
                  Brooks (3 msgs) & Fisher & Gemmel

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Tue, 16 Jul 91 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Administrivia

Well, I returned from Readercon yesterday to find that on Friday, the
University had undergone another reorganization.  I hope this doesn't start
a trend.  But, as a result of the reorganization and the fact that I
received a lot of Sf-Lovers mail over the weekend (about 1000 messages),
there have been no Digests for a couple of days.  I intend to try and catch
up this week so people should please bear with me.

Anyway, if you remember, about two weeks ago I posted a message about the
proposed split of the USEnet newsgroup that Sf-Lovers Digest is linked
with.  That original proposal (RFD - Request for Discussion) is still
available in the archive directory as "proposal.txt".  However, a second
RFD has been posted to the newsgroup and that one has been place in
"proposal2.txt" for those of you that are interested in knowing what is
going on.  

If you wish to reply to the proposal and have your messages seen by the
people discussing the proposal, please use the special address
SF-LOVERS-PROPOSAL@RUTGERS.EDU.

And now, back to work.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 13:38:38 GMT
From: rimovsky@ux1.cso.uiuc.edu (Tony Rimovsky)
Subject: Piers Anthony disillusionment

Well, over the last month I have read the whole immortality series.  I must
say that I was VERY disappointed.

***  Spoilers for ...And Eternity  (If you even care)  ***

After developing this idea of God versus Satan over FIVE books, to just
have Satan nominate someone for the office and then, presumably, roll over
and accept an active God is just plain stupid.  It is as if Anthony just
ran out of original ideas (I guess, taken with the perspective of the
10,000 book Xanth series, this is fairly obvious) and decided to end the
series in the fastest manner possible.  It was very predictable why Nox was
doing what she was doing to Orlene from the beginning.  The ONLY surprise
was that Satan nominated her.

*** Spoilers off

The least Anthony could have done was include an Afterword after, oh say 5
years to see what the changes in the establishment have wrot.  Just
dropping things the way he did was VERY anticlimatic.
   The thing that really got to me was his author's note.  Always before I
have enjoyed reading these because they give an insight to the motives and
ideas behind the story.  This time however, Anthony just goes on about how
annoying his fans are and (of course) his suicide thing again.  (I realize
that he might do some good with the letters he sends them, but to discuss
it in his note seems more of an encouragement to the depressed Anthony fan
who wants to correspond with him on more than a superficial level.  THEN he
starts comparing himself to GOD and how he can understand how He feels.
Poor baby.  Write original stories with a reading and interest level beyond
10th graders and maybe you feel more like an artist and less like a
capitalist.  His stories are entertaining, yes.  To some degree, anyway.
He just needs to stop writing series and write some serious,
thought-provoking stories with depth beyond superficial slams and jabs on
religion.

Tony Rimovsky
University of Illinois 
rimovsky@ux1.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 16:20:23 GMT
From: slh5087@zeus.tamu.edu (HAYES, STEVEN LOWE)
Subject: Baldwin and _The Helmsman_

A simple question:

In the local bookstore the other day I happened to notice a few books that
appear to be in series.  The first one I believe was entitled _The
Helmsman_ by Baldwin?  They appear to have been out for a while, but I
hadn't taken notice of them until recently.

Can anyone out there give me a description/recommendation/damnation of
these books?  I don't really think I've ever heard of this author before.
Thanks in advance for the help.

Steven L. Hayes
Texas A&M University
Dept. of Nuclear Engineering
College Station, TX 77843
(409) 845-8101                                            |
SLH5087@ZEUS.TAMU.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 21:00:35 GMT
From: ccc_rex@waikato.ac.nz
Subject: Re: Baldwin and _The Helmsman_

slh5087@zeus.tamu.edu (Steven Lowe Hayes) writes:
> In the local bookstore the other day I happened to notice a few books
> that appear to be in series.  The first one I believe was entitled _The
> Helmsman_ by Baldwin?  They appear to have been out for a while, but I
> hadn't taken notice of them until recently.

The series now has four books in it:

The Helmsman
Galactivc Convoy
The Trophy
and a new one just out that I haven't read yet (it's at home)

I highly recommend _The Helmsman_.

It's about a spaceship helmsman from a minority race who graduated top in
the academy.  The story is about his assignment to the spaceship HMS
Truculent during a war and the adventures they have.

It is one of my favourite space-opera books.  The book really made me feel
as if I was piloting a spaceship - it is that detailed.  And those bears
are great characters.  Don't miss an opportunity to read this book.  It
even has time for romance amongst all the adventures.

The _Galactivc Convoy_ is not as good.  It is more set on a planet.

_The Trophy_ is about Wilf Brim (the helmsman) after the war and his
involment in a spaceship trophy race (like we have for aircraft).
Interesting.

Comment: I find very few series in which the successive books are as good
as the first.  Notable exceptions are _Cyberstealth_ and _Dancing Vac_ by
S.N. Lewitt.  The second book was even better than the first.

Also the Chanur series by Cherryh.  Cherryh explains this by saying she
wrote the three books as one and it was just split into three by the
publishers.

Rex Croft
University of Waikato
Hamilton, New Zealand
CCC_REX@WAIKATO.AC.NZ

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 22:02:49 GMT
From: rhl@d62zeke.mitre.org (Roger H. Lincoln)
Subject: Re: Baldwin and _The Helmsman_

I've read all the books in the Helmsman series, but I haven't yet quite
reached the end of the current one.  I read the first one when it came out
and I really did enjoy it, and I was pleasingly surprised when the next
showed up on the shelves.  After finishing it, however, I was very
disappointed.  Nevertheless I picked up the 3rd book and now the 4th.  I
still haven't liked any of the sequels and I've put down the current one
indefinitely.

Without getting into spoilers I'll just say that the plots of all the
books, though differing in detail, are alike in content, and it got stale
really fast for me.  The hero builds up a collection of pure-hearted
friends and then is constantly and coincidentally reunited with them (en
masse) in each book.  I'm at the point where I don't care about the hero
anymore, nor his long-drawn out doomed affair with a lady of royalty.

I originally bought the books, and kept buying them, because I'm always
looking for stories of this genre, i.e. big naval-like space fleets.  The
ship oriented storylines and technical aspects of these books are generally
pretty good.  It's the one-dimensional, stagnant characterizations that
turned me off.  And the action sequences get to be overly Indiana-Jones-ish
at times.

NEVERTHELESS, I would recommend the first book, I genuinely enjoyed it.
But try the rest at your own risk, you may or may not like them.

Roger H. Lincoln
MITRE Corp.
Burlington Rd.
Bedford, MA
rhl@mbunix.mitre.org

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 16:11:44 GMT
From: alberti@cs.umn.edu (Albatross)
Subject: TOME and M.A.R. Barker to re-publish EPT

3 July 1991
Minneapolis

Recently, Theatre of the Mind/Clash of Arms games of Pennsylvania entered
negotiations towards publishing an all-new edition of the Empire of the
Petal Throne (EPT) role-playing game written by M. A. R. Barker.

Theatre of the Mind has re-issued the popular _Book of Ebon Bindings_ and
has announced plans to re-issue the _Deeds of the Ever-Glorious_, an
updated compendium of the military legions of Tsolyanu.  Plans are also
underway to release new works, including an EPT World Book, Solitare
Adventure, and World Maps.  It is hoped to coordinate the release of these
new materials with the publication of Professor Barker's third EPT novel
sometime in 1992.

Difficulties encountered in publishing the _Book of Ebon Bindings_ included
the refusal of several large distributors to accept the publication based
on the controversial nature of the work, and the refusal of _The Dragon_,
published by TSR, to print the advertisement for the _Book_.

The _Book of Ebon Bindings_ is currently carried by four distributors, and
if it is unavailable in your area, ask your local game store to contact one
of the following distributors: Chessex, Aladdin (of Burnsville, Minnesota),
Berkeley, and Zocci.

If you have questions or comments to address to the publishers, you may
write to:

TOME, Inc.
PO Box 60668
King of Prussia, Penn  19406

Additionally, Theatre of the Mind will be present at Gen-Con with copies of
the _Book of Ebon Bindings_.  They will be located in booth #423.

Bob Alberti
Micro and Wkstn Networks Ctr.
U of MN  
alberti@boombox.micro.UMN.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 23:57:09 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: TOME and M.A.R. Barker to re-publish EPT

alberti@cs.umn.edu (Albatross) writes:
>Difficulties encountered in publishing the _Book of Ebon Bindings_
>included the refusal of several large distributors to accept the
>publication based on the controversial nature of the work, and the refusal
>of _The Dragon_, published by TSR, to print the advertisement for the
>_Book_.

Ok, I'll bite, what is this thing, and in particular what is so
controversial that some people wouldn't touch it with a ten foot pole?

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 03:38:15 GMT
From: alberti@cs.umn.edu (Albatross)
Subject: Re: TOME and M.A.R. Barker to re-publish EPT

doug@netcom.COM (Doug Merritt) writes:
>alberti@cs.umn.edu (Albatross) writes:
>>Difficulties encountered in publishing the _Book of Ebon Bindings_
>>included the refusal of several large distributors to accept the
>>publication based on the controversial nature of the work, and the
>>refusal of _The Dragon_, published by TSR, to print the advertisement for
>>the _Book_.
>
>Ok, I'll bite, what is this thing, and in particular what is so
>controversial that some people wouldn't touch it with a ten foot pole?

The Book of Ebon Bindings is a fictional book of sorcery set in the world
of the Empire of the Petal Throne.  Like all EPT material, it contains a
depth and detail not found in most role-playing games.  Dozens of entries
on how to summon various demons, with exacting details such as
"...sacrifices, whose eyes have been removed with eye-spoons and replaced
with gems of quality..." or "...the priest should bathe in the milk of a
mother newly slain, with babe in arms...".  This is unpleasant, but the
rituals described are those of extremely dark individuals.

The books are distributed in non-opaque shrink-wrap and bear a warning that
they are not intended for children.

On the other hand, it might simply be that a couple of drawings picture
topless females.  As modern culture continuously tells us, creative
violence is okay, nipples are not.  Go figure.

So between fears of "satanism" from the Blue-Haired Grandma's League and
"dirty pitchers", I guess* (note "guess") that they just decided to give it
a miss.

Bob Alberti
Micro and Wkstn Networks Ctr.
U of MN
alberti@boombox.micro.UMN.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jul 91 17:09:21 GMT
From: scharrer@convex.cl.msu.edu (tory e scharrer)
Subject: Scions of Shannara

My brother, a great fan of Terry Brooks (I, too, am a fan), recently
purchased the second book in the Scions series.  I thought that the second
book was okay, but I have a few things that I thought about the series that
I thought I would air to start some controversy.

1.  Is it just me, or did the first book in the new series seem to be just
an attempt by Terry Brooks to continue writing.  I mean, he put the series
to rest after the Wishsong, goes on to another series, and then comes back
to the series, what, 200 years later???  When I read the first book, I
thought that this was the case - sort of publish or perish.  Now that I
read the second book and it goes off on a different story line, I am not so
sure.

2.  Did anyone else think that Walker Boh's hand was what the Black
Elfstone was?  I thought that the asphinx biting Walker and turning to
stone WOULD BE the Black Elfstone.

3.  What do you think happens next to Walker Boh (if you have finished the
Druid of Shannara)?  Try not to give away too much of the story from Druid,
for those who have not read it yet.

Tory E. Scharrer
Michigan State University
Systems Programming Group
scharrer@convex.cl.msu.edu   

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jul 91 21:32:05 GMT
From: robl@hpnmdla.sr.hp.com (Rob Laddish)
Subject: Re: Scions of Shannara

scharrer@convex.cl.msu.edu (Tory E Scharrer) writes:
> 1.  Is it just me, or did the first book in the new series seem to be
> just an attempt by Terry Brooks to continue writing.  I mean, he put the
> series to rest after the Wishsong, goes on to another series, and then
> comes back to the series what, 200 years later???  When I read the first
> book, I thought that this was the case - sort of publish or perish.  Now
> that I read the second book and it goes off on a different story line, I
> am not so sure.

    I heard lots of *crud* about the first book on the net, but when the
second book came out, I gave it a whirl. I liked it, although it probably
helped that I didn't read the first book, as it gave me more things to
figure out. Do you think the 1st book is worth reading now, if it is a
piece of trash?

Robert Laddish
HEWLETT/hp/PACKARD
HP Santa Rosa, Ca.
mail stop 4USQ
707-577-3767
robl@hpnmd.hp.com           

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 19:57:30 GMT
From: sporty!randi@ursa-major.spdcc.com (Randi Pollard)
Subject: Re: Scions of Shannara

scharrer@convex.cl.msu.edu (Tory E Scharrer) writes:
>1.  Is it just me, or did the first book in the new series seem to be just
>an attempt by Terry Brooks to continue writing.  I mean, he put the series
>to rest after the Wishsong, goes on to another series, and then comes back
>to the series what, 200 years later???  When I read the first book, I
>thought that this was the case - sort of publish or perish.  Now that I
>read the second book and it goes off on a different story line, I am not
>so sure.

Luckily it had been years since I read the first of the Shannara books so
it did not seem like "publish or perish" If you block the originals out of
your mind it is easy to pick up and read.  The second book did seem better
and I am looking forward to the third.

>2.  Did anyone else think that Walker Boh's hand was what the Black
>Elfstone was?  I thought that the asphinx biting Walker and turning to
>stone WOULD BE the Black Elfstone.

Nope.  Interesting concept.  But it would have shortened the story by some
150 pages.

>3.  What do you think happens next to Walker Boh (if you have finished the
>Druid of Shannara)?  Try not to give away too much of the story from
>Druid, for those who have not read it yet.

You are in for some interesting reading.  Brooks has really worked at
developing his characters in this trilogy, I hope he continues writing
fantasy for many years to come.

Randi Pollard
sporty!randi@ursa-major.spdcc.com
randi@sporty.uucp

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 02:53:11 GMT
From: anonymous@hmivax.humgen.upenn.edu (Liz Broadwell)
Subject: Paul R. Fisher?

Anyone know whether Paul R. Fisher ever wrote a sequel to _Mont Cant Gold_?

For that matter, has he written anything besides that and _The Ash Staff_
trilogy?  I despise losing track of authors whose work I enjoy.

Liz Broadwell
Department of English
The University of Pennsylvania
broadwel@penndrls.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 15:11:58 GMT
From: kruger@socrates.umd.edu (Jonathan Kruger)
Subject: List of Gemmel's books published in the UK

My parents are going to England this August, and I was hoping to have them
pick up a couple of David Gemmel's books that haven't been published in the
US.  Could someone e-mail me a list of his books?

Jonathan Kruger
kruger@socrates.umd.edu

------------------------------
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		 Books - Clarke (3 msgs) & Cook (7 msgs) &
                         Haldeman & Hambly & Scott & 
                         Willis & The Next Wave

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 23:44:33 GMT
From: jsp@uts.amdahl.com (James Preston)
Subject: Rama II: Is it worth finishing?

I'm a little over a hundred pages into Rama II (they haven't even gone
inside the damned thing yet!) and I'm still waiting for the story to start.
Aside from being totally bored, I'm having a hard time stomaching the
completely cliched characters.  I mean, no one would ever mistake me for a
feminist, but even I wince at the portrayal of the female reporter.  That
scene where she talked to the doctor about being pregnant was so pathetic!

Anyway, I didn't mean to rant.  I'd really like to find out more about the
Ramans, and see how Clarke addresses some of the questions rasied by the
first book, but at this point, I'm not even sure if that's going to ever
happen.  Could someone who has managed to get through the entire book tell
me if it's worth continuing?

James Preston

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 91 23:03:32 GMT
From: polari!mzenier@sumax.seattleu.edu (Mark Zenier)
Subject: Re: Rama II: Is it worth finishing?

jsp@pls.amdahl.com writes:
>Could someone who has managed to get through the entire book tell me if
>it's worth continuing?

No it isn't.  IMHO, it's an economically motivated zombie of a book.

Mark Zenier
markz@ssc.uucp
mzenier@polari.uucp

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 17:38:19 GMT
From: bmo1@ra.msstate.edu (CrayDeath)
Subject: Re: Rama II: Is it worth finishing?

jsp@uts.amdahl.com (James Preston) writes:
>I'm a little over a hundred pages into Rama II (they haven't even gone
>inside the damned thing yet!) and I'm still waiting for the story to
>start.  Aside from being totally bored, I'm having a hard time stomaching
>the completely cliched characters.  I mean, no one would ever mistake me
>for a feminist, but even I wince at the portrayal of the female reporter.
>That scene where she talked to the doctor about being pregnant was so
>pathetic!
>
>Anyway, I didn't mean to rant.  I'd really like to find out more about the
>Ramans, and see how Clarke addresses some of the questions rasied by the
>first book, but at this point, I'm not even sure if that's going to ever
>happen.  Could someone who has managed to get through the entire book tell
>me if it's worth continuing?

No.  Not worth it.  Sell it, donate it, or toss it.

The cliches just get thicker and less interesting.  The in-fighting among
the members of the expedition becomes worse and remains the focus of the
book.  There is some exploration, eventually, but not enough to be worth
trudging through a soap opera.  And this exploration isn't as interesting
as I had hoped.  Leaves the reader with more questions than ever.  I
suppose it's possible that the third book (yes, sequelmania) will be good,
but I'm not holding my breath.

If I remember correctly, Rama II is one of the books that Arthur C. Clarke
has co-written with Gentry Lee.  It's the only such collaboration I've
read, but it was as bad as the reviews of the other collaborations (Cradle,
etc.) led me to believe.  Seems like Clarke comes up with some really
fantastic stories, but then makes the mistake of letting G.L.
"commercialize" them.

Brennan M. O'Keefe
bmo1@ra.msstate.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jul 91 19:37:39 GMT
From: HEROY@lsuvm.bitnet (Paul Heroy)
Subject: Glen Cook's Tower of Fear

Ken Warkentyne said:
>I'll now put in a plug for Glen Cook's _Tower of Fear_.  Typical gritty
>Cook set in an imagined Middle East of many centuries ago with a touch of
>the usual sorcery.  The plot details do get a little hairy and you have to
>make an effort to read the first few (several) chapters in order to get
>settled in.  Cook works with a large cast of characters and does a good
>job with what is essentially a story about a few families caught up in bad
>times (with a lot of intrigue, and not so much magic, on the side).

YES YES YES!!! I just read this book last weekend and I completely agree
with Ken. Because of the society's difference from standard fantasy novels
(read: LOtR/Celtic/Arthurian/stupid AD&D), non-western names, and Cook's
style it does take a few chapters to get acclimated. But boy is it worth
it!  If you read and liked his Black Company books (damn, I'm so tired of
waiting for the next (last?) one...), read this book. By the time I
finished the book I felt like I had been to Qushmarrah (sp?). He does such
a great job of building up little details of what's going on, who's who,
motivation, etc.  He also does one other thing which I really appreciate:
create (mostly) balanced characters. No cardboard stereotypes here (with
the possible exception of Gov. Sullo, who's not one of the major
characters). He does such a good job with them that you're not entirely
sure who the 'bad guys/gals' are - or at least the 'bad guys/gals' are
believable human beings, not just some disgusting beings that serve as
punching bags for the 'good guys/gals'. I think his use of multiple
viewpoints here helps to build this - we get to see things from everyone's
side, not just one distorted view (and boy do some of the views from some
of the sides get distorted while everyone's trying to figure out what's
going on, hee hee!) Best of all, by page 100 (very approximately) I'd
settled into the world, and it really turned into a page turner I couldn't
put down - I stayed up till 5 Sunday morning to finish it.

Paul Heroy
Louisiana State University  
Bitnet: HEROY@LSUVM
Internet: heroy@lsuvm.sncc.lsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jul 91 23:04:23 GMT
From: pss1@kepler.unh.edu (Paul S Secinaro)
Subject: Re: Glen Cook's Tower of Fear

HEROY@lsuvm.BITNET (Paul Heroy) writes:
>Ken Warkentyne said:
>>I'll now put in a plug for Glen Cook's _Tower of Fear_.  Typical gritty
>>Cook set in an imagined Middle East of many centuries ago with a touch of
>>the usual sorcery.  The plot details do get a little hairy and you have
>>to
>
>YES YES YES!!! I just read this book last weekend and I completely agree
>with Ken. Because of the society's difference from standard fantasy novels
>(read: LOtR/Celtic/Arthurian/stupid AD&D), non-western names, and Cook's
>style it does take a few chapters to get acclimated. But boy is it worth
>it!

I completely agree.  I picked up the Black Company books on the
recommendation of several people on this net.  When I first started
reading, I thought "Uh oh, another tough-guy mercenary series like Hammer's
Slammers" (you know, the kind where they never explain any of the action
directly, but just make oblique references intermingled with lots of
MachoSpeak - though maybe I'm being a little unfair to the Slammers).  But
once I got into Cook's prose style, the story really pulled me in.  I liked
the moral ambiguity and multiple viewpoints.  You get the feeling that
these are normal, flawed people caught in a net of gray areas and changing
alliances.  They do some nasty things, but without being annoying and whiny
like, say, S. R.  Donaldson's characters (flame suit on! B-) ).

Has anyone read any of Cook's other stuff?  When I was last at the
bookstore, I noticed at least two or three other series bearing Cook's name
and the same general jacket design (I'm not talking about the Tower of
Fear, The Silver Spike, or the Books of the South).  I can't remember any
titles, though.

Highly recommended (the clerk at Waldenbooks thought so too :-)).

Paul Secinaro
Synthetic Vision and Pattern Analysis Laboratory
Department of Computer and Electrical Engineering
University of New Hampshire
(603) 862-3287
pss1@kepler.unh.edu
p_secinaro@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 17:53:12 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Subject: Glen Cook bibliography

pss1@kepler.unh.edu (Paul S Secinaro) writes:
> Has anyone read any of Cook's other stuff?  When I was last at the
> bookstore, I noticed at least two or three other series bearing Cook's
> name and the same general jacket design (I'm not talking about the Tower
> of Fear, The Silver Spike, or the Books of the South).  I can't remember
> any titles, though.

   Here's all but one book that he's written so far, with the year first
published, the number of times I've read each, and series order:

Cook, Glen
The Fire in His Hands                    1984 1 A:01
With Mercy Toward None                   1985 1 A:02
A Shadow of All Night Falling            1979 2 A:03
October's Baby                           1980 2 A:04
All Darkness Met                         1980 2 A:05
Reap the East Wind                       1987 1 A:06
An Ill Fate Marshalling                  1988   A:07
The Black Company                        1984 3 BA:1
Shadows Linger                           1984 3 BA:2
The White Rose                           1985 3 BA:3
Shadow Games                             1989 1 BA:4
The Silver Spike                         1989 1 BB:1
Dreams of Steel                          1990 1 BA:5
Shadowline                               1982 3 C:01
Starfishers                              1982 3 C:02
Star's End                               1982 3 C:03
Passage at Arms                          1985 1 C:  
Doomstalker                              1985 1 D:01
Warlock                                  1985 1 D:02
Ceremony                                 1986 1 D:03
Sweet Silver Blues                       1987 1 E:01
Bitter Gold Hearts                       1988 1 E:02
Cold Copper Tears                        1988 1 E:03
Old Tin Sorrows                          1989 1 E:04
Dread Brass Shadows                      1990 1 E:05
The Dragon Never Sleeps                  1988 1     
The Heirs of Babylon                     1972 1     
A Matter of Time                         1985 1     
Sung in Blood                            1990 1     
The Swordbearer                          1982 1     
The Tower of Fear                        1989 1     

   I'd recommend without reserve anything but series "D".  It was hard to
relate to, probably due to the canine basis of the race of the characters.
His only other book was published in 1969 under a psuedonym, is not SF, and
I doubt anyone could find it.
   The next Garrett book is due late in August, as of early May he was
REstarting the next Black Company book AGAIN.  Don't expect it for AT LEAST
a year.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 22:36:02 GMT
From: dm@pnet01.cts.com (Dan Melson)
Subject: Re: Glen Cook's Tower of Fear

There have been several rave reviews about this book on the net recently,
and I quite agree as to its worthiness.  However, a couple of folks have
been saying it was middle eastern and medieval in flavor - I thought it
felt a lot more like conquered Carthage after the Second Punic War (but
before the Third).  If you're at all familiar with this point of history,
you'll see the parallels.
 
DM

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 12:51:32 GMT
From: dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton)
Subject: Re: Glen Cook's Tower of Fear

Paul S Secinaro writes:
> I completely agree.  I picked up the Black Company books on the
> recommendation of several people on this net.  When I first started
> reading, I thought "Uh oh, another tough-guy mercenary series like

I had someone wax lyrical to me (Carl Makin) about The Black Company, and I
purchased it, read 10 pages or so, and put it down.  I hated it.  That
could be a direct result of having 12 or so brand new books ready to be
read, which definitely weren't fantasy dreck.

> caught in a net of gray areas and changing alliances.  They do some nasty
> things, but without being annoying and whiny like, say, S. R.
> Donaldson's characters (flame suit on! B-) ).

:-). I'll be in any flamewar that attacks Donaldson.

> Has anyone read any of Cook's other stuff?  When I was last at the
> bookstore, I noticed at least two or three other series bearing Cook's

_The Dragon Never Sleeps_. Terrific book, space opera, death, destruction,
deceit, trickery, a really good novel.

David Andrew Clayton
Canberra, Australia
munnari!labtam!eyrie!prolix!dac
dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au
prolix!dac%eyrie@labtam.oz.au
prolix!dac@ccadfa.cc.adfa.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 22:50:19 GMT
From: n65j@vax5.cit.cornell.edu
Subject: Re: Glen Cook's Tower of Fear

pss1@kepler.unh.edu (Paul S Secinaro) writes: 
> Has anyone read any of Cook's other stuff?  When I was last at the
> bookstore, I noticed at least two or three other series bearing Cook's
> name and the same general jacket design (I'm not talking about the Tower
> of Fear, The Silver Spike, or the Books of the South).  I can't remember
> any titles, though.
> 
> Highly recommended (the clerk at Waldenbooks thought so too :-)).

I very much like Cook's Starfishers trilogy, which I believe dates before
the Black Company series (also a favorite).  Starfishers is more sci-fi,
revolving about the exploits of the youngest member of an interstellar
military mercenary family, who works for the interstellar government's
espionage service.  The characterizations here are also very multi-
dimensional.  Cook's penchant for sweeping background in which good and
evil are much blurred shows up here quite strongly.

The series is rather violent, particularly in the followup to the trilogy
which follows the exploits of a journalist in a military search and destroy
vessel.  In one of the original trilogy there is also an example of wiping
out a race by novaing its sun, presented favorably since that race is so
nasty.  (Would this be called Xenocide?)  I would not recommend these for
younger readers.  Not bloody, but extremely stark with a strong
undercurrent of pessimism.  (The Black Company series also struck me as
very "dark.")

Titles, probably not in order:
   Shadowline
   Starfishers
   Star's End

  Passage at Arms (later sequel set in same background, different
characters)

Couldn't put any of these down, and have reread each a couple of times.

Regards.

Steve Pacenka
n65j@vax5.cit.cornell.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 91 16:00:54 GMT
From: wdstarr@athena.mit.edu (William December Starr)
Subject: Glen Cook's "Starfishers" books

n65j@vax5.cit.cornell.edu said:
> Titles, probably not in order:
>    Shadowline
>    Starfishers
>    Star's End
>
> Passage at Arms (later sequel set in same background, different
> characters)

Minor correction: "Passage at Arms" takes place a century or two _before_
the main trilogy, even though it was published later.  The enemy race that
the humans are fighting in PaA are allies of humanity by the time of the
trilogy, and "climber" ships like the one that most of PaA is set in are
museum pieces.

William December Starr
wdstarr@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 91 00:27:49 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Third "Worlds" book

According to the latest issue of "Locus" magazine, Haldeman has finished
"Worlds Enough And Time" - the much-delayed third book in his Worlds
trilogy, and turned it in to the publisher.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 15:51:16 GMT
From: amd@samson.mit.edu (Ann M. Davis)
Subject: Hambly, Anything new????

Has Barbara Hambly put anything new out lately?

Ann
amd@space.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 15:51:16 GMT
From: amd@samson.mit.edu (Ann M. Davis)
Subject: Scott, Anything new????

Has Melissa Scott put anything new out lately?

Ann
amd@space.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 19:50:38 GMT
From: yarnot@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Jan Yarnot)
Subject: Eclipse/Willis

Well, in Sacramento we got a 60% eclipse, and I watched beginning to end.
My compliments to the Sky, good job!

This meant, also, I had to reread Connie Willis' story, "And Come From
Miles Around" to be reminded how lucky we humans are to get eclipses now
and again.  (I also admit to a little shiver at the nape of my neck when
the sun began to disappear...)

Jan Yarnot

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 22:01:32 GMT
From: scduncan@miavx1.acs.muohio.edu
Subject: The Next Wave

What do people know about this?  Is "The Next Wave" just a simple marketing
ploy, or is it _really_ the next big thing?  I picked up RED GENESIS by
S.C.  Sykes today and have yet to read it.  Supposedly, it aims to put
science at the forefront of science fiction... sounds like your typical
hard SF to me.  Each book supposedly has an intro by Asimov and an essay at
the end about the science behind the fiction of the novel.  The second
book, ALIEN LANGUAGE(?), has an essay by Rudy Rucker. RED GENESIS looks
interesting, but I have my trepidations.  Has anyone else seen this book or
series yet?  Does anyone have any info on this series?  Thanks.

Sean
scduncan@miavx1.bitnet

------------------------------
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Date: 12 Jul 91 23:47:51 GMT
From: tm2q+@andrew.cmu.edu (Timothy Alan Mohler)
Subject: Dhalgren-bashing

prs@turing.acs.virginia.edu (Phillip R. Scarr):
>_Dhalgren_ is one of those rare SF books that you actually have to wrestle
>with to get anything out of.

What did you get out of it? I personally had a fun time with the writing
(which is superb, IMO), and paragraphs like:

Then they woke up. And made love. And slept. And woke and made love and
slept and woke....

Was there a "message" to it? I didn't get one. I didn't see a "point,"
other than to describe some unusual situations and characters. In fact,
there was one quote thrown in that seemed apropos to the book itself
(reflexive?)

But the characters had changed so much by the end of the book that the
answers to the questions posed at the beginning were entirely irrelevant...
or some such (don't have the book in front of me).

I've just finished _Tales of Neveryona_ and it seems much more
message-oriented than Dhalgren, though just as obscure in parts. Much of
_Tales_ seemed to be coming from contemporary literary theory - Derrida and
such - which I hated in the original but didn't mind as much replanted into
a novel. Kind of like Ayn Rand? The quotes from Lacan and Derrida at the
beginning of the chapters seemd to point this up unavoidably. I'm wondering
how obvious he wanted the book to be, and whether it was supposed to stand
on its own as a story, rather than an excuse to theorize.

Also, does anyone understand the author's note at the end of _Stars in My
Pocket Like Grains of Sand?_

Tim

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 19:00:20 GMT
From: matt@physics16.berkeley.edu (Matt Austern)
Subject: Dhalgren

I'd rather not get into a discussion of whether Dhalgren is a good book or
not.  (I read it a couple of years ago, and disliked it; I just didn't get
the point.  I imagine that if I read it now, my opinions about it would
probably be rather different.)

Here's a simpler question (maybe): in what sense is it SF?  I don't see
anything terribly science-fictional about it, except for the author's name.

Matt Austern
415-644-2618   
matt@physics.berkeley.edu
austern@lbl.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 16:55:46 GMT
From: djdaneh@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Re: Dhalgren-bashing

tm2q+@andrew.cmu.edu (Timothy Alan Mohler) writes:
>Was there a "message" to it? I didn't get one. I didn't see a "point,"
>other than to describe some unusual situations and characters. In fact,
>there was one quote thrown in that seemed apropos to the book itself
>(reflexive?)
>
>But the characters had changed so much by the end of the book that the
>answers to the questions posed at the beginning were entirely
>irrelevant...

Well, that was one of the points.

Another was to express (albeit in science fictional terms) large parts of
the way Delany himself actually perceives the world:

Delany is gay, and black, and dyslexic, and moves in a _very_ wide range of
social circles.  (See THE MOTION OF LIGHT IN WATER, an autobiographical
work, for an excellent exposition of how strange this can really make your
perceptions of the world.)

Bellona's mysterious, shifting geography, for example, is very much the way
Delany sees the geography of the real world.  (Simple things like this: he
gets off the same subway stop every day for years.  Suddenly he notices
that the platform is on the _right_-hand side of the train when he's sure
it's been on the _left_ all along.  Complex things like this: burned-out
sections and even whole neighborhoods of America's great cities,
particularly New York, that nobody ever talks about or even seems to
_notice_.)

Another thing DHALGREN is about: frustration of expectations.  Jean-Marc
Gawron's introduction to the Gregg Press ed'n of DHALGREN is an excellent
discussion of this topic.  Essentially, it deliberately plays _against_ the
reader's expectations, beginning from the first sentence, which isn't one,
to the ending, which seems to wrap around and join the beginning to form a
circle - only a bit of examination shows that it's an imperfect join, it
isn't a circle at all.  It might be a _spiral_...

Why frustrate expectations?  I can't say what Delany's purpose as a writer
was, but as a reader, I find it has a great deal of value for me.  First,
because it _isn't_ boring; what can be duller than a book where everything
happens exactly as you expect it to?  Second, because it makes you work at
reading in ways you normally don't have to, causes you to become more
_engaged_ than you normally do with a book.  What someone else called
"wrestling with it."  And this experience carries over into the _next_ book
you read.

There's lots more, but I'm not being paid for this.  Someday maybe I'll
write the Young Person's Guide to DHALGREN, but not today.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 23:09:54 GMT
From: tm2q+@andrew.cmu.edu (Timothy Alan Mohler)
Subject: Re: Dhalgren

matt@physics16.berkeley.edu (Matt Austern) writes:
>Here's a simpler question (maybe): in what sense is it SF?  I don't see
>anything terribly science-fictional about it, except for the author's
>name.

In what sense is it not SF? In what sense is Delany's name SF? Nothing I've
read by him fits the traditional mold of SF - not _Tales of Neveryona_, not
_Stars in My Pocket_, and not Dhalgren. Still, they all fit "speculative
fiction" - kind of.

Tim

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 01:13:29 GMT
From: msf@goanna.cs.rmit.oz.au (Michael Fuller)
Subject: Re: Dhalgren-bashing

djdaneh@PacBell.COM (Dan'l DanehyOakes) writes:
>Another [point to Dhalgren] was to express (albeit in science fictional
>terms) large parts of the way Delany himself actually perceives the world:

>Delany is gay, and black, and dyslexic, and ...

Dyslexic! Ahhhhhhhh! This makes *so* much sense.

[results of actually thinking about the work deleted]

>Why frustrate expectations?  I can't say what Delany's purpose as a writer
>was, but as a reader, I find it has a great deal of value for me.  First,
>because it _isn't_ boring; what can be duller than a book where everything
>happens exactly as you expect it to?  Second, because it makes you work at
>reading in ways you normally don't have to, causes you to become more
>_engaged_ than you normally do with a book.  What someone else called
>"wrestling with it."  And this experience carries over into the _next_
>book you read.

Touche'.  A brevity of concentration span, and an inability to appreciate
anything which is not pre-digested for easy consumption are features of our
modern world.

>There's lots more, but I'm not being paid for this.

A pity; I would've liked to have heard more of your interpretations.

>Someday maybe I'll write the Young Person's Guide to DHALGREN, but not
>today.

Then, when that's done, one can write TYPGT _Stars In My Pocket, Like
Grains Of Sand_. Another superb book, albeit even less accessible to the
Eddings fans.
   (Speaking of which, a question which I'm sure I've asked before: does
Delany ever intend to write [or has he already] the second volume of the
dyptich?)

Michael Fuller

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 23:20:38 GMT
From: tm2q+@andrew.cmu.edu (Timothy Alan Mohler)
Subject: Re: Dhalgren-bashing

djdaneh@PacBell.COM (Dan'l DanehyOakes):
>tm2q+@andrew.cmu.edu (Timothy Alan Mohler) writes:
>>But the characters had changed so much by the end of the book that the
>>answers to the questions posed at the beginning were entirely
>>irrelevant...
>
>Why frustrate expectations?  I can't say what Delany's purpose as a writer
>was, but as a reader, I find it has a great deal of value for me.  First,
>because it _isn't_ boring; what can be duller than a book where everything
>happens exactly as you expect it to?  Second, because it makes you work at
>reading in ways you normally don't have to, causes you to become more
>_engaged_ than you normally do with a book.  What someone else called
>"wrestling with it."  And this experience carries over into the _next_
>book you read.

Nice explanation; Dhalgren certainly isn't cliched, whatever else it may
be. So would you say that the main point of the book was to, uhh, explode
ordinary perceptions? To use (ugh) literary criticism terms, show the
constructedness of our ordinary way of viewing the world? In the rough, of
course...

I wouldn't be so crude as to say partly a "gay" way of viewing the world,
but I think this certainly creeps in, if it wasn't intentional.

Tim

------------------------------

Date: Tue, 2 Jul 91 14:31 EDT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

Title:     Press Enter/Hawksbill Station (Tor SF Double #26)
By:        John Varley/Hawksbill Station
Publisher: TOR (October 1990)
Format:    pb, 96/88pp, $3.50
ISBN:      0-812-55948-7

   Here's another odd coupling of two minor classics.  _Press_Enter_, is
ruined for me by the extremely heavy-handed use of hacker jargon, but for
anyone who keeps in mind that Lisa Foo is almost a caricature of what
hackers are really like, it'll still have the usual rewards of Varley's
lucid and powerful writing.  _Hawksbill_Station_ is still one of the best
psychological pieces to have come out of the New Wave period and the
moribundity of Marxism only renders some of its ironies more poignant.

Title:     Soldier of Arete
By:        Gene Wolfe
Publisher: Tor (November 1990)
Format:    pb, 354 pp, $4.95
ISBN:      0-812-51155-7

   Like its predecessor, "Soldier of the Mist," Wolfe does a capital job in
"Soldier of Arete" in taking us inside the life of Latro, a mercenary of
the 5th B.C.E. who has no long-term memory due to a battlefield head
injury.  Though these books provide a fascinating extrapolation of ancient
Greece as it might have been, Wolfe tells the story from Latro's point of
view, and the disconnectedness this approach necessarily produces can be
frustrating for the reader.  [Guest reviewer: Cathy Olanich]

Title:     The Coachman Rat
By:        David Henry Wilson
Publisher: Baen (December 1990)
Format:    pb,  218 pp, $3.95
ISBN:      0-671-72030-9
          
   Consider the rat in the Cinderella story who was changed into a coachman
by the fairy godmother to drive Cinderella to the ball.  What would become
of that rat if he still spoke and understood the language of men after the
stroke of midnight returned him to his rat form?  This is the premise of
Wilson's book, "The Coachman Rat."  Wilson's answer is a short, gripping
fable about love, revenge, and ethical choices between divided loyalties.
Elegantly plotted and cleanly written, this book deserves to become a
classic of its kind.

------------------------------

Date: Tue, 9 Jul 91 15:38 EDT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

Title:     Lion's Heart
By:        Karen Wehrstein
Publisher: Baen Books (March 1991)
Format:    pb, 410pp, $4.95
ISBN:      0-671-72044-9

   Most of what you need to know about this book is that (a) it's set in
the universe of S.M. Stirling and Shirley Meier's _The_Cage_ (RR#3) and (b)
it's part 1 of a trilogy.  Despair not - the writing is competent and the
world is interesting.  The result has many of the virtues of _The_Cage_,
even though the writer is detectably a tyro working within genre formulas.
If you liked _The_Cage_ (and I did, a lot) you'll enjoy this too.

Title:         Castleview
By:            Gene Wolfe
Publisher:     Tor  (January 1991)
Format:        pb, 279 pp, $4.95
ISBN:          0-812-50625-1

   What happens to a sleepy Illinois town when mythological realms suddenly
impinge, in a half dozen different ways, upon everyday life?  Wolfe's
"Castleview," the most original fantasy of its kind to hit the market in
quite a while, is the answer to that question.  The best feature of the
book is the fidelity with which Wolfe represents the townfolk's attempt to
rationalize the sudden appearances and disappearances of humanoid monsters,
legendary figures, a talking cat, the Wild Hunt, and (apparently) ordinary
people.  If you can, resist Wolfe's skillful attempts to seduce you into
devouring this book at a breakneck pace; keeping track of the details is
essential to appreciating the denouement.  [Guest reviewer: Cathy Olanich]

Title:     Shadow of the Seventh Moon
By:        Nancy Varian Berberick
Publisher: Berkeley/Ace (March 1991)
Format:    pb, 303pp, $4.50
ISBN:      0-441-76055-4

   This atmospheric fantasy takes us (with unusual and gratifying attention
to historical detail) into 6th-century Anglo-Saxon England, to hear the
life-tale of the Dwarf Garroc, who is among the last of his kind.  Cursed
by Odin after they attempted to steal thw apples of immortality, the Dwarf
race is long-lived but barren, and Garroc has turned away from his craft as
a skald to wield a sword - and lives in fear that the berserker-madness
that has taken so many of his fellows will devour him as well.  How he
finds his way out of that fear and to some peace with himself is the matter
of this novel.  Along the way there is plenty of drama and not a little
insight into human character.  Fine stuff; recommended.

Title:     A Book Dragon
By:        Donn Kushner
Publisher: Avon (March 1991)
Format:    pb, 197pp, $3.50
ISBN:      0-380-70769

   This is a charming light fantasy, suitable for children of any age.  It
gives us the tale of Nonesuch, perhaps the world's only miniature dragon,
who spends nearly six hundred years learning that books are his treasure
and subsequently does doughty dragonly deeds defending a bookstore against
a crooked real-estate developer.  Manages to be very sweet while avoiding
gooeyness and excessive sentimentality.  Recommended.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jun 91 13:31:20 GMT
From: lnds@sherlock.mmid.ualberta.ca (Mark Israel)
Subject: Retrieving ancient sounds

jfl@hx.lcs.mit.edu (Jeffrey F. Lipton) writes:

>The discussion of 'slow glass' reminds me of a story I read many years
>back with an idea in it that always stuck with me - of recovering the
>sounds that were heard in an ancient concert hall by recovering from the
>wood wall panels the residual holographic patterns of vibrations imprinted
>on them during past concerts - e.g., go back to Mozart's practice room.
>Does anyone know what story this was?

   Douglas Hofstadter uses this idea in the "Prelude" chapter in _Go:del,
Escher, Bach_.

Mark Israel
userisra@mts.ucs.ualberta.ca

------------------------------

Date: 1 Jul 91 18:15:21 GMT
From: abw@natchez.bu.edu (Al Wesolowsky)
Subject: Re: Retrieving ancient sounds

There is a short story (title and author escape me) in which a scientist is
successful in recovering fragments of a medieval English conversation that
took place while a pot was being incised on a wheel. He got stuff like
"Hulo, Udo..." and "...down t'house...". Not exactly the wisdom of the
ages....don't think it works in real life.

Al B. Wesolowsky
abw@bucrsb.bu.edu
arc9arn@buacca.bitnet    

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 91 23:31:03 GMT
From: Bruce.Holloway@f507.n143.z1.fidonet.org (Bruce Holloway)
Subject: Re: Retrieving ancient sounds

> There is a short story (title and author escape me) in which a scientist
> is successful in recovering fragments of a medieval English conversation
> that took place while a pot was being incised on a wheel. He got stuff
> like "Hulo, Udo..." and "...down t'house...". Not exactly the wisdom of
> the ages....don't think it works in real life.

I believe this story was in Gregory Benford's collection "In Alien Flesh",
but I may have got this one wrong.

Bruce Holloway
UUCP: amdahl.com!kennel!507!Bruce.Holloway
INTERNET: Bruce.Holloway@f507.n143.z1.FIDONET.ORG

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jul 91 01:36:07 GMT
From: 003@pnet16.cts.com (Lcdr Smith)
Subject: Retrieving ancient sounds

Actually, I understand that experiments have been done somewhat
successfully with retrieving ancient sounds from pottery made on a potter's
wheel.  I have also read a short story along the same lines, although the
real experiments didn't actually recover complete conversations, just
snatches of background noises (probably primarily the sound of the potter's
wheel and tools and kicks to keep it revolving).  It has been several years
since I discussed this with my aunt, a ceramicist in Paris, France, and
subsequently found the short story with additional info.  No idea of author
or title, sorry.

Sheri
UUCP: humu!nctams1!pnet16!003
ARPA: humu!nctams1!pnet16!003@nosc.mil
INET: 003@pnet16.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jul 91 14:43:31 GMT
From: RMG3@psuvm.psu.edu
Subject: Re: Retrieving ancient sounds

  I think the story referred to is in the anthology _The Metallic Muse_, by
Lloyd Biggle (read it anyhow, it's very good) or _Friday the 13th_, an
anthology by John Brunner (also good).

Bob Grumbine

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Dick (3 msgs) & Donaldson (7 msgs) &
                       Duncan

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 10 Jul 91 21:11:16 GMT
From: HEROY@lsuvm.bitnet (Paul Heroy)
Subject: Phil K. Dick

At least a couple of people have mentioned Philip K. Dick's name as being
one widely thought of and respected as having 'literary value'. I guess you
can say that Vintage just confirmed this - I saw the first 3 of a supposed
6 PKD works it's republishing. The 3 are Valis, Divine Invasion, and The
Transmigration of Timothy Archer (the so-called 'Valis' trilogy). Vintage
is (I'm told, anyway) a quality, 'real literature' publisher. I only took a
brief look at them since I was on lunch break, but I noticed:
  - Price of $10 each.
  - Did not see any special introductions, notes etc.
  - Large format (of course, at $10).

Also on the subject of PKD, the Collected Short Works series being
published in softback by Citadel Twilight should soon be reaching Volume
IV. I have Volumes I-III. (Volume II contains 'We Can Remember It for You
Wholesale', the inspiration for Total Recall, and the cover has,
unfortunately since the movie has a very different tone from the story,
artwork depicting Arnie sitting in the memory implant chair.) The stories
appear in the chronological order in which they were written, not
published. Some are raw, some not very good, but many are quite good and
certainly interesting in many ways. At this point, I've read nothing else
by PKD, so since these were all written between about 1947 and 1954/5,
whenever I read some of his novels I'll be interested in seeing how his
writing improves and changes. I can definitely see in these stories,
though, some of the themes which I have heard attributed to PKD, including
distortions of reality, depiction of negative consequences of war and the
stupidity of its causes, and bureaucracy's negative influence.

A few stories could be used to support charges of sexism, since they depict
a future with somewhat empty-headed women running around mostly nude while
the men Do Important Things. There are other stories, however, that depict
strong women characters, though at least one of these (can't remember any
titles :-( ) that at first seems to be this type is a story I would put at
the top of a list to show sexism. (The female character, a commander of a
colonial crew, basically falls apart when the inevitable crisis hits, and
her subordinate, being a Man, assumes his Natural Position and takes
charge, while she more or less cries on his shoulder.)

Paul Heroy
Louisiana State University  
Bitnet: HEROY@LSUVM
Internet: heroy@lsuvm.sncc.lsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 16:39:43 GMT
From: djdaneh@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Consumer Note Re: Philip K. Dick

HEROY@lsuvm.BITNET (Paul Heroy) writes:
>Also on the subject of PKD, the Collected Short Works series being
>published in softback by Citadel Twilight should soon be reaching Volume
>IV. I have Volumes I-III. (Volume II contains 'We Can Remember It for You
>Wholesale', the inspiration for Total Recall, and the cover has,
>unfortunately since the movie has a very different tone from the story,
>artwork depicting Arnie sitting in the memory implant chair.) The stories
>appear in the chronological order in which they were written, not
>published.

This was true of the hardback version of this series, and is _almost_ true
of the paperback.

However, Citadel/Twilight pulled "We Can Remember It For You Wholesale" out
of the later volume in which it properly would appear, and stuck it into
volume ][ to 'cash in' on the popularity of TOTAL RECALL before it faded.

I, for one, regard this as a stupid and shortsighted decision; it would
have been better to publish the volume which properly contained "We Can
Remember" out of sequence.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 17:41:33 GMT
From: hikaru@halcyon.wa.com
Subject: Re: Phil K. Dick

HEROY@lsuvm.BITNET (Paul Heroy) writes:
> At least a couple of people have mentioned Philip K. Dick's name as being
> one widely thought of and respected as having 'literary value'. I guess
> you can say that Vintage just confirmed this - I saw the first 3 of a
> supposed 6 PKD works it's republishing. The 3 are Valis, Divine Invasion,
> and The Transmigration of Timothy Archer (the so-called 'Valis' trilogy).
> Vintage

Now, this I've never understood. I've read _Transmigration Of Timothy
ARcher_, and I do not understand how it relates to VALIS. Maybe it's
because I've not read the other two in the "Trilogy," but I have read
_Radio Free Albemuth_, which appears to be part of the valis "series."

So, tell me - how does _Transmigration_ relate to Valis?

hikaru@halcyon.uucp
halcyon!hikaru@seattleu.edu  
hikaru@halcyon.wa.com
hikaru%halcyon.uucp@seattleu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 18:59:10 GMT
From: kimshi@wpi.wpi.edu (Erik Currin)
Subject: Steven R. Donaldson

One of my favorite authors is Steven R. Donaldson. He has written a series
called "Thomas Covenent (sp?): The Unbeliever" and one called "Mordant's
Need." He recently published a couple of books which I have not read
because they have not come out in paperback yet (hey, I'm cheap :-)).

I think his writing is outstanding.  Other people, however, don't like him
one bit (my best friend included).  The only reason for not liking
Donaldson I could get out of him was that Donaldson's books were different
and his Covenent character was annoying because of his disbelief.  Those
are the reasons I like his stuff, simply because it goes against the
normal, run of the mill stuff.  I like Michael Moorcock's "Elric" for the
same reason.

How do other people feel about this writer? Try to explain why you do not
like his writing, besides the fact that you do not normally like fantasy.
When I think about his writing, I still am amazed at the amount of
imagination it required (the giants, Blood Guards, the ravors (?), and the
illearth stone for Covenent, the mirrors, intrigue, and statement about
losing yourself in Mordant's Need).

For those of you who dismiss S.R. Donaldson because he is a fantasy writer,
I would reconsider.

That's my $.00 (my opinion isn't worth shit!)

Erik Currin           
W.P.I  Box 817        
100 Institute Rd. 
Worcester, MA 01609-2280           
kimshi@wpi.wpi.edu           

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 21:25:52 GMT
From: fielden@spot.colorado.edu (fielden j.a.)
Subject: Re: Steven R. Donaldson

kimshi@wpi.WPI.EDU (Erik Currin) writes:
>One of my favorite authors is Steven R. Donaldson. He has written a
 [deleted]
>How do other people feel about this writer? Try to explain why you do not
>like his writing, besides the fact that you do not normally like fantasy.
>When I think about his writing, I still am amazed at the amount of
>imagination it required (the giants, Blood Guards, the ravors (?), and the
>illearth stone for Covenent, the mirrors, intrigue, and statement about
>losing yourself in Mordant's Need).

   I think his writing is fine. I gave up reading the "Unbeleiver" series
after about 4 books because it was so unrelentingly depressing.  Maybe
things improved in the later books after I gave up :-)

jf

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 91 03:16:23 GMT
From: LEIF@slacvm.slac.stanford.edu
Subject: Re: Steven R. Donaldson

The problem I had with Donaldson/Unbeliever#1 (the only on I read) was the
protagonist himself.  I didn't like him, didn't like what he was doing, his
attitude, or anything else about him.  With that in mind, I'm thinking to
myself, "why should I read this if I totally can't relate to the
protagonist in any way?".  I did finish the first book, but was pretty
disgusted with it the whole way through.

Someone else (I can't remember who right now) put it another way: You have
to question the motives of the writer who chooses a protagonist, and
thereby also chooses the point of view of the whole story for the reader,
who is a complete piece of shit (or something like that).  I don't like
seeing some killer new world through the eyes (and actions) of a piece of
shit!  Ok, 'nuff said.  Just my .08 bits worth.

Leif Johnson
leif@slacvm.slac.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 91 06:39:18 GMT
From: ejohnson@tybalt.caltech.edu (Eric C. Johnson)
Subject: Re: Steven R. Donaldson

LEIF@SLACVM.SLAC.STANFORD.EDU writes:
>The problem I had with Donaldson/Unbeliever#1 (the only on I read) was the
>protagonist himself.  I didn't like him, didn't like what he was doing,
>his attitude, or any thing else about him.  With that in mind, I'm
>thinking to myself, "why should I read this if I totally can't relate to
>the protagonist in any way?".  I did finish the first book, but was pretty
>disgusted with it the whole way through.
>
>Someone else (I can't remember who right now) put it another way: You have
>to question the motives of the writer who chooses a protagonist, and
>thereby also chooses the point of view of the whole story for the reader,
>who is a complete piece of shit (or something like that).  I don't like
>seeing some killer new world through the eyes (and actions) of a piece of
>shit!  Ok, 'nuff said.  Just my .08 bits worth.

This is a perfectly valid reaction, I guess.  I differ, though, in that I
find the occasional anti-hero in literature or film to be very interesting,
refreshing actually.  By a strange coincidence I'm reading the Covenant
books right now (just finished THE ONE TREE) and am enjoying the series
quite a bit.  That's not to say that it doesn't get annoying sometimes,
that I don't get frustrated with Covenant or Linden Avery, but overall I
find that I enjoy these characters.  It's kind of like watching THE SINGING
DECTECTIVE, wherein the main character (whose POV we share at almost all
times) is incredibly cynical, misanthropic, and often cruel.  Philip Marlow
(without the 'e'), like Covenant, suffers from a horrible, unasked-for
disease, in this case psoriasis which afflicts the skin over his entire
body.  Though Marlow's disease comes and goes, it has left him defensive,
and self-pitying much the same as Covenant.  Anyway, the point is that THE
SINGING DETECTIVE is probably my favorite television production precisely
because I somewhat share Marlow's cynicism.  Other people I know reject it
for the same reason as they reject the Covenant series, because they can't
"identify" with the "hero."  Well, I guess that, in a strange way, I can.
Being able to both love and hate your fellow man helps.

Eric C. Johnson
ejohnson@owl.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jul 91 19:27:58 GMT
From: pss1@kepler.unh.edu (Paul S Secinaro)
Subject: Re: Steven R. Donaldson

LEIF@SLACVM.SLAC.STANFORD.EDU writes:
>The problem I had with Donaldson/Unbeliever#1 (the only on I read) was the
>protagonist himself.  I didn't like him, didn't like what he was doing,
>his attitude, or any thing else about him.  With that in mind, I'm
>thinking to myself, "why should I read this if I totally can't relate to
>the protagonist in any way?".  I did finish the first book, but was pretty
>disgusted with it the whole way through.

Speaking as someone who generally dislikes Donaldson for the reasons you
mention (though I've read both of the Covenant series and the Mordant's
Need books), I'd have to say that the first series gets better after the
first book.  I didn't like the first book either, but the next two are
pretty good.  You'll still despise Covenant, but there's enough other stuff
going on to make up for it.  I especially liked the part at the end of the
series when Mohram finds out how to use Earthpower and starts kicking butt.
The second series is longwinded, whiny garbage, IMHO.

Paul Secinaro
Synthetic Vision and Pattern Analysis Laboratory
Department of Computer and Electrical Engineering
University of New Hampshire
(603) 862-3287
pss1@kepler.unh.edu
p_secinaro@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 13:38:34 GMT
From: jtthorp@hubcap.clemson.edu (Wile E. Coyote)
Subject: Re: Steven R. Donaldson

I found Donaldson's Thomas Covenant series to be fairly depressing, but I
did notice that the series was well written.  Covenant is definitely not a
typical heroic figure - quite tragic in fact.  For that reason alone, I
liked the series - it was *different*.  Covenant is an anti-hero.  He has a
crippling disease, yet continues to try and make his way through the `real
world'.  When he is forced into being the messiah of a `fantasy' world, a
position he does not want, he retreats by claiming that everything that is
happening *is* a fantasy.  In fact, at the end of the first series, he does
not directly defeat Lord Foul - the giant does, under Covenant's guidance,
thus preserving Covenant's belief(or unbelief) that anything he does will
have no effect.  Rather ironic, I thought.

As far as the second TC series, I haven't read it, and have no plans to.
One TC series is enough for me.  On the other hand, Mordant's Need is a
very interesting series.  It starts out somewhat like the TC novels where
the heroine is unsure of herself and not sure if she even exists(another
form of unbelief).  However, the series ends almost opposite to the TC(1)
series.  Terisa `finds' herself and comes to terms with the `fantasy' world
she finds herself in.  The ending is far more upbeat than TC, but
Donaldson's style is still there, making the story even more compelling.

jtthorp@hubcap.clemson.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 03:24:00 GMT
From: dmc900@durras.anu.edu.au (David M Clarke)
Subject: SPOILERS:  S Donaldson the gap into vision : Bad guys.

Beware, there be SPOILERS about.

OK.
  Just read the gap into vision. and had to comment with regard to someones
comment recently about Nick Succorso being worse scum than Angus
Thermo-pile.

   I actually disliked Angus quite a bit, he is not a nice man. On the
other hand although Succorso is not a 'nice man' either I sort of felt
sorry for him, probably because of him appearing to be the Gallant Rogue,
(I got this feeling from gap into knowledge) and his story of how he gained
his scars.

  So far though I am really enjoying this series.

  Also, how could Warden Dios be so Dumb as to realize that Thermo-pile
could edit datacore's, and STILL use them as his programming, I think that
he will very soon in book 2 (3 if you count the prequel) be a UNcontrolled
Killer Cyborg with a weakness. That weakness being Morn, sort of like King
Kong and Fay Wray. The Universe could be in trouble with that man running
around loose.

dmc900@fac.anu.edu.au 

------------------------------

Date: Mon, 15 Jul 91 13:22 EDT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: Hero

Title:     Hero
By:        Dave Duncan
Publisher: Del Rey (May 1991)
Format:    pb, 293pp, $4.95
ISBN:      0-345-37179-8

   Dave Duncan demonstrates his usual quiet competence and wisdom in this
book, the same qualities that made _The_Magic_Casement_ and previous novels
such as _West_Of_January_ and _The_Reluctant_ Swordsman_ such satisfying
fare.  This time, though, he's after something else.  This book is a
pointed but never clumsy or cruel satire of the testosterone-fueled
wish-fulfillment space-opera.

   Vaun, the protagonist, is the ultimate space-patrolman, a hero who has
saved his planet - condemned by it to a deadening round of publicity work
on his society's equivalent of the rubber-chicken circuit.  And the Patrol
he serves is a corrupt oligarchy of which the best thing that can be said
is, the alternatives are worse.

   Still sharper is Duncan's extrapolation of what life-extension drugs
have done to Vaun's world.  On Ult, long life has dessicated the family
bond and encouraged a vicious, careless sort of hedonism that worships
youth and makes final senescence more taboo than murder.  Vaun's people are
perpetual adolescents without the growth possibilities of adolescents,
self-imprisoned on a merry-go-round of duels, orgies, and essentially
meaningless status games.  And the system is slowly failing as their
technology decays and no one bothers to fix it.

   Vaun, we learn, is a cuckoo - seeded on Ult by a secretive Brotherhood
of cloned superman who believe themselves to be the vanguard of evolution,
destined to replace the erratic "random" humans.  Though he declared his
loyalty to the normal humanity that raised him, and saved his world from
the Brotherhood once, he has never been really trusted.  Now, the
Brotherhood is making its second move on Ult.  And Vaun is not sure where,
in fact, his loyalties lie...

   Sounds grim, doesn't it?  But the remarkable thing about Duncan's book
is that it is *not* just an obvious cynical bummer or a collection of cheap
shots at Doc Smith.  The author is wiser than that.  His world may be a
hard place filled mostly with people who can do only as their natures
require, but the struggle matters - even if only to those doing the
struggling.

   Wheteher you read this as straight adventure or for the levels of
reference Duncan has embedded in it, you'll find it entertains and
intrigues.

------------------------------
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Date: 10 Jul 91 01:08:46 GMT
From: rhodar@sideways.gen.nz (David Salmon)
Subject: Re: Diamond Thorone (Re: David Eddings)

mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Michel Forget) writes:
> daved@cbnewsl.cb.att.com (david.dougherty) writes:
>> I read, no, "devoured" is more the word, the Belgariad and Mallorean
>> series of books. [...]  Edding's writing is just spectacular. His prose
>> reads like poetry, and his characters are such a likable bunch of thugs!
> 
> Why not by the Hardcover edition then?  I did, and I *LOVED* it.  It is
> really an excellent book.  [...]  I wonder what he will write next?  No
> doubt it will be well worth reading.

Yay!  Some real Eddings fans!  I freely admit to totally loving his books
and I agree that the characters are definitely a likable bunch of thugs.

As for The Elenium, the last (well sort of) part is due out in October in
Britain and probably the same time in he states (I say that because they
will probably do what he did with Seeress of Kell, which is put the
publishing date forward to coincide with the English release).

This leads on to what DE will next write.  He has received advances to
write five more books.  Two of these will be a prelude to the Belgariad.
These are meant to tie it together nicely with the Malloreon.

The other three are set to a new trilogy in the Elenium series.

Sorry guys, I have no publishing dates but I can tell you that the advance
he got for the new books is rumoured to be in the 8 figure area.

As for your thoughts on the last two books of the Malloreon, I haven't read
Seeress of Kell yet (I have ordered a 1st edition from the States and it
doesn't arrive till the end of the month) but I thought that the ending of
Sorceress of Darshiva was brilliant.

Rhodar@Tornado.welly.gen.NZ
Rhodar@Sideways.welly.gen.NZ

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jul 91 19:35:17 GMT
From: gac2@ellis.uchicago.edu (geoffrey arthur coulter)
Subject: Re: Diamond Thorone (Re: David Eddings)

mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Michel Forget) writes:
>The Ruby Knight is excellent, and I can hardly wait for The Saphire Rose
>to come out.  It should be a really good conclusion.  I wonder what he
>will write next?  No doubt it will be well worth reading.

Hi.

I'm afraid I have to disagree about the Ruby Knight.  It had none of the
like of any of Eddings' earlier books.  The Diamond Throne was the best he
has written, but more than half of the Ruby Knight was an utter waste.  It
dragged and was even more predictable than his other works.  Knowing what's
going to happen over the long run is not unusual, but the reader shouldn't
be able to accurately predict precisely what will happen a page or a
chapter ahead.  Makes for very dull reading.  The banter was also not as
sharp, and Sparhawk seemd more, well, normal than he did in the first book.

Geoffrey Coulter

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jul 91 20:41:08 GMT
From: kimshi@wpi.wpi.edu (Erik Currin)
Subject: Re: Some More of Eddings' Great Mistakes

Jennifer A. Heise writes:
>Ok, I have to admit that I seem like an Eddings nut, BUT - "Lack of
>character development"?????  The characters may be of a mythic mould, and
>so "type" characters, but they do develop.  Garion, for instance.  Or
>C'nedra.  And we certainly learn more about facets of people's
>personalities - Polgara and Durnick, for example.  There is more character
>development in the Belgariad, for me, than in the whole Lord of the Rings.
>I think the problem may be that a great deal of "save the world" fantasy
>has involved importing people from our world, who must be characterized in
>more "modern" ways, involving major internal struggles that are highly
>individual.  However, the original genre (i.e., MacDonald, Tolkien...)
>involved mythic and legendary characterization.  In some ways, such plots
>ARE predictable, because legend creates its own momentum (see Joseph
>Campbell).  Characters are also more "unified" and may seem flatter,
>because they represent "types".
>
>For instance, Belgarath in the Belgariad is similar to Odin as
>trickster...  Though I think that the "new god of Angarak" in the
>Mallorean is getting (in D. Adams' words) "needlessly messianic."  Anybody
>else have thoughts on this?

"I do," I say, and repeat, "I do."

DISCLAIMER: I liked the Belgariad, but I should have taken a vacation
before reading the Mallorean.  Needless to say, I will read it again some
day hoping to like it better.

Now, on to character development:

The Mallorean started off promisingly, i.e. with Errand (Eriond) as the
main character.  There wasn't a better person (IMHO) for character
development then Errand (his one word vocabulary needed some work, e.g.)
About 1/4 to 1/2 way through the first book, however, the view shifted to
Garion again.

Garion did not develop much in the second series.  It was presumed that he
became a good king (most of the other kings took his advice and he was
supposed to be a good ruler), but it never showed him developing into it.
He seemed to grow more bloodthirsty and uncaring about killing people, but
that was never explained or developed.  Ce'Nedra was moping too much during
the whole series to grow. Poledra decided to be the good housewive and
dropped from sight as THE powerful woman.  Belgarath almost developed
(remember the showing of his good soul in the series), but again it never
went anywhere.

Who developed character? Maybe Durnik with his fishing habits and his
friend Toth, but not enough to fill the vacuum of non-development.
Definitely Zarkath, but no focus.  Urkim, my favorite character, almost
saved the series for me, but he disappeared from the series at the third?
second? book.

Too many characters... Wrong main character... Too much action all
contributed to a series that left me empty after I read it. Amazing how
much I liked the first series. Maybe he (David Eddings) stretched it just
a little too far.

Oh well.

Erik Currin           
W.P.I  Box 817        
100 Institute Rd. 
Worcester, MA 01609-2280           
kimshi@wpi.wpi.edu           

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 07:36:03 GMT
From: mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Michel Forget)
Subject: Re: Some More of Eddings' Great Mistakes

kimshi@wpi.WPI.EDU (Erik Currin) writes:
> The Mallorean started off promisingly, i.e. with Errand (Eriond) as the
> main character.  There wasn't a better person (IMHO) for character
> development then Errand (his one word vocabulary needed some work, e.g.)
> About 1/4 to 1/2 way through the first book, however, the view shifted to
> Garion again.
>
> Garion did not develop much in the second series.  It was presumed that
> he became a good king (most of the other kings took his advice and he was
> supposed to be a good ruler), but it never showed him developing into it.
> He seemed to grow more bloodthirsty and uncaring about killing people,
> but that was never explained or developed.  Ce'Nedra was moping too much
> during the whole series to grow. Poledra decided to be the good housewive
> and dropped from sight as THE powerful woman.  Belgarath almost developed
> (remember the showing of his good soul in the series), but again it never
> went anywhere.
> 
> Who developed character? Maybe Durnik with his fishing habits and his
> friend Toth, but not enough to fill the vacuum of non-development.
> Definitely Zarkath, but no focus.  Urkim, my favorite character, almost
> saved the series for me, but he disappeared from the series at the third?
> second? book.
> 
> Too many characters... Wrong main character... Too much action all
> contributed to a series that left me empty after I read it. Amazing how
> much I liked the first series. Maybe he (David Eddings) stretched it
> just a little too far.

Some of the names you mentioned came across strange.  Zakath appeared as
Zarkath.  And who is Urkim?  Anyway, that is not why I am writing this
message.  It can be said that there was less character development of
certain characters, but not overall.  Zakath was developed (with a definite
purpose) and Cyradis was also developed.  Beldin was more involved, but
remained fairly static.  Poledra was really introduced for the first time,
which leads to our learning about her.  Durnik developed into a stronger
personality, although I don't think he always remained in character.
Urgit, the King of the Murgos, was introduced and developed.  We also saw
more of Agachak, and even saw inside Zandramas' mind.  The society in their
other hemisphere was also shown to us, although I wouldn't call that
character development.  More of a learning experience.  Certain characters
may have been developed, but I don't think that there was less character
development overall.

Michel Forget
ersys!mforget@nro.cs.athabascau.ca
mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 07:25:00 GMT
From: mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Michel Forget)
Subject: Re: Diamond Thorone (Re: David Eddings)

gac2@ellis.uchicago.edu (Geoffrey Arthur Coulter) writes:
[My positive comments about The Ruby Knight deleted to save space.]
> I'm afraid I have to disagree about the Ruby Knight.  It had none of the
> like of any of Eddings' earlier books.  The Diamond Throne was the best
> he has written, but more than half of the Ruby Knight was an utter waste.
> It dragged and was even more predictable than his other works.  Knowing
> what's going to happen over the long run is not unusual, but the reader
> shouldn't be able to accurately predict precisely what will happen a page
> or a chapter ahead.  Makes for very dull reading.  The banter was also
> not as sharp, and Sparhawk seemd more, well, normal than he did in the
> first book.

I can respect your viewpoint, but I still have to disagree with you.  I
found that The Ruby Knight was not very predictable.  The characters made
plans as to what they were going to do, but they also come up with some
very unique ideas.  I was surprised a number of times during the course of
the book.  The Mallorean was more predictable than this was by far, yet
both are good stories.  I like the interaction between the characters more
than the plot of most stories unless it is something really unique.  The
story that Eddings is telling is not what you would call unique, but the
way he tells it is unique.  That is what makes the story.  It isn't hard to
predict what will happen a page or a chapter ahead in any story, since
characters often discuss what they are going to do.  I like the idea of
teamwork since it makes the story more realistic.  As for Sparhawk
becomming more normal, I'm not sure exactly what you meant.  He didn't
change, but we became more familliar with him.  That is expected to happen.
I'm not quite sure what you meant, though.

Michel Forget
ersys!mforget@nro.cs.athabascau.ca
mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 13:56:17 GMT
From: warkent@ltisun.epfl.ch (Ken Warkentyne)
Subject: Eddings and characterization

Quite a few people have written with respect to The Belgariad:
> The characterization was very very good.

I'm not quite sure what you mean.  If you mean that Eddings succeeded in
creating characters that you liked, I cannot disagree with your personal
preferences.  On the other hand, if you are saying that Eddings shows a
particular skill in creating three dimensional characters, I strongly
disagree.  Consider the rascally Belgarath or the saintly Polgara.  Where
is the ennui with life?  How do they keep it at bay?  With such powers, how
can they resist the temptation to indulge in them purely for personal
pleasure?  Do they have no faults?  What a boring pair!

Where's Pierre?

Ken Warkentyne
Laboratoire de Teleinformatique
EPFL, Suisse.
warkent@ltisun.epfl.ch

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 07:56:52 GMT
From: rhodar@sideways.gen.nz (David Salmon)
Subject: Re: Eddings and characterization

warkent@ltisun.epfl.ch (Ken Warkentyne) writes:
> Quite a few people have written with respect to The Belgariad:
> > The characterization was very very good.
>
> I'm not quite sure what you mean.  If you mean that Eddings succeeded in
> creating characters that you liked, I cannot disagree with your personal
> preferences.  On the other hand, if you are saying that Eddings shows a
> particular skill in creating three dimensional characters, I strongly
> disagree.  Consider the rascally Belgarath or the saintly Polgara.  Where
> is the ennui with life?  How do they keep it at bay?  With such powers,
> how can they resist the temptation to indulge in them purely for personal
> pleasure?  Do they have no faults?  What a boring pair!
>
> Where's Pierre?

But surely Belgarath is plagued with faults.  He is fond of drinking,
wenching and other worldly pleasures and can be rather liberal with the
truth.  If these aren't faults, what are?  And as for Polgara, well isn't
her really rather acidic tongue a fault?

I disagree with you about Eddings 3-d characters but I must say that as an
author he has one fault, he pads things out too much.  You must admit that
making the original six volume Belgariad stretch to two five volume series
with two more volumes on the way to tie them up as a remarkable feat of
padding.

Rhodar@Tornado.welly.gen.NZ
Rhodar@Sideways.welly.gen.NZ

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 16:46:01 GMT
From: tjw@netxcom.netx.com (Tom Wisnewski)
Subject: Re: Belgarion's discipleship

It seems to me that Belgarion is indeed a disciple of Aldur.  I've read all
but the last book (whole Belgariad series, 1 left in the Mallorean), and I
don't think that he isn't.

I do wonder though, since I don't recall any big deal about him becomming
one at any point, unlike that of Durnik (Most of you will know what I'm
talking about, if you've read the 2nd to last book in the Mallorean).

My question is this: does anyone know what shape Belgarion's amulet is?
Belgarath - wolf
Polgara   - owl
C'Nedra   - "intricate design"
Durnik    - hammer  	(should that be Beldurnik?)
Belgarion - ???

Just wondering.  Thanks.

Tom Wisnewski

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 19:43:15 GMT
From: m1m8426@summa.tamu.edu (MILLIGAN, MICHAEL GLEN)
Subject: Re: Belgarion's discipleship

tjw@netxcom.netx.com (Tom Wisnewski) writes...
>My question is this: does anyone know what shape Belgarion's amulet is?
>Belgarath - wolf
>Polgara   - owl
>C'Nedra   - "intricate design"
>Durnik    - hammer  	(should that be Beldurnik?)
>Belgarion - ???
> 
>Just wondering.  Thanks.

You've got a couple of things wrong here, it should be.

Belgarath-wolf
Polgara-owl
C'Nedra-Tree in the Vale
Durnik-hammer (according to the 'logic' of the 
               situation it should be Beldurnik)
Belgarion-wolf (I believe this was mentioned in the Belgariad)

Mike Milligan

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 16:01:57 GMT
From: warkent@ltisun.epfl.ch (Ken Warkentyne)
Subject: Re: Eddings and characterization

In response to my contention that the characters of The Belgariad are not
three dimensional, David Salmon wrote:
> But surely Belgarath is plagued with faults.  He is fond of drinking,
> wenching and other worldly pleasures and can be rather liberal with the
> truth.  If these aren't faults, what are?  And as for Polgara, well isn't
> her really rather acidic tongue a fault?

Well there they are.  If Eddings had written these lines at the beginning
of the first book, we wouldn't be any wiser by the end of the fifth vis a
vis Belgarath et fille.  So much for character development.

When I ask about faults, I'm not asking about some habits that other people
don't like, I'm asking about inconsistencies in the moral character of
these folks.  Surely someone who has lived several thousand years would
have some moments of self doubt or doubt in his cause, not this endlessly
chipper but oh so wise rascal.  Eddings failure is to produce sitcom
characters for a story that begs more.

By the way, some sitcoms can be very good, within their limits.  It's only
that sometimes I get a vague yearning for something more.

Ken Warkentyne
Laboratoire de Teleinformatique
EPFL, Suisse.
warkent@ltisun.epfl.ch

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 91 00:04:39 GMT
From: mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Michel Forget)
Subject: Re: Belgarion's discipleship

tjw@netxcom.netx.com (Tom Wisnewski) writes:
> My question is this: does anyone know what shape Belgarion's amulet is?
> Belgarath - wolf
> Polgara   - owl
> C'Nedra   - "intricate design"
> Durnik    - hammer  	(should that be Beldurnik?)
> Belgarion - ???

Ce'Nedra has an image of THE TREE (the big one in the Vale) carved on her
amulet.  Belgarion has a Wolf engraved on his.  I believe it talks about
Belgarion's Amulet when it is first given to him in the Belgariad.

Michel Forget
ersys!mforget@nro.cs.athabascau.ca
mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca
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Date: 16 Jul 91 19:26:55 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.unh.edu
Subject: Piers Anthony's Cluster series

   I've heard that the last two books in the Cluster series, "Thousandstar"
and "Viscous Circle" take place as if the conclusion reached in _Kirlian
Quest_ never happened.  I suggested that the last two books might take
place at the same time as _Kirlian Quest_, or even before, so that, in the
books themselves, the conclusion hadn't come yet.
   What you do think?

J_Delano@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 21:02:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: Re:  _The Helmsman_, by B. Baldwin

Somebody was asking earlier about the Helmsman series: IMHO, save your time
and money and avoid these books.  It is not so much that the characters are
rather stereotypical cliches and the action is predictable, but the fact
that is is simply BORING (and has the nerve to announce itself as being an
ongoing series!) and that we have all read that type of story a hundred
times before.

If you like space-opera, there is a lot of good stuff out there.  Try:

_The White Wing_ by Gordon Kendall (I read somewhere this was in fact a nom
de plume for two authors writing in collaboration, but the book contains an
author's biography at the beginning.  Does anybody know which version is
true?)

_War Birds_ by R.M. Meluch (after which, you could also read _Jerusalem's
Fire_, or _Sovereign_ by the same author)

Anything by Cordwainer Smith

_The Ballad of Beta-2_ or _Nova_ by Delany

_Darkness Falls from the Air_ by James Tiptree Jr.

In a word, do not waste your time when there is so much that you could be
reading instead.

A.M.B

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 91 00:17:07 GMT
From: dave@fps.com (Dave Smith)
Subject: Re: Baldwin and _The Helmsman_

slh5087@zeus.tamu.edu writes:
>In the local bookstore the other day I happened to notice a few books that
>appear to be in series.  The first one I believe was entitled _The
>Helmsman_ by Baldwin?  They appear to have been out for a while, but I
>hadn't taken notice of them until recently.
>
>Can anyone out there give me a description/recommendation/damnation of
>these books?  I don't really think I've ever heard of this author before.
>Thanks in advance for the help.

Space Opera/Fantasy.  Utterly unrealistic, but great fun.  If you're one of
those people who like to pick things apart because the technology is really
magic, these books are not for you.  These are fine Space Opera, though.
Good vs. Evil, shoot-'em-up space battles, etc, combined with Our Hero
struggling his way up the ladder battling prejudice, hypocrisy and
cowardice assisted by his good friends.

David L. Smith
FPS Computing
San Diego
ucsd!celit!dave
dave@fps.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 19:36:13 GMT
From: alberti@cs.umn.edu (Albatross)
Subject: Re: TOME and M.A.R. Barker to re-publish EPT

By the way, there is an Empire of the Petal Throne mailing list.  You can
subscribe to it by writing to:

   tekumel-request@ssdc.honeywell.com

Additionally, back issues of the newsletter are archived in

   eklektik.cs.pitt.edu

in directory /pub/rgp/tekumel.

Bob Alberti
Micro and Wkstn Networks Ctr.
U of MN
alberti@boombox.micro.UMN.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 21:26:34 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Re: TOME and M.A.R. Barker to re-publish EPT

Doug Merritt wrote:
> Ok, I'll bite, what is this thing, and in particular what is so
> controversial that some people wouldn't touch it with a ten foot pole?

The _Book_Of_Ebon_Bindings_ purports to be text on demonology and
necromantic magic in the _Empire_Of_The_Petal_Throne_ universe.

It includes some rather grisly descriptions of rites involving human
sacrifice preceded by various nasty sorts of mutilation.  M.A.R. Barker
apparently knows a good deal about the structural characteristics of
effective ritual, because the total effect is both scary and *convincing* -
he makes you believe that, given EPT's cosmological assumptions, people
would do this stuff and it would work.

Now I'm glad I still own a copy.  I like banned books.

Eric S. Raymond
eric@snark.thyrsus.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 02:56:34 GMT
From: repnomar@leland.stanford.edu (Janet M. Lafler)
Subject: Re: Phil K. Dick

halcyon!hikaru@seattleu.edu writes:
>HEROY@lsuvm.BITNET (Paul Heroy) writes:
>Now, this I've never understood. I've read _Transmigration Of Timothy
>Archer_, and I do not understand how it relates to VALIS. Maybe it's
>because I've not read the other two in the "Trilogy," but I have read
>_Radio Free Albemuth_, which appears to be part of the valis "series."
>
>So, tell me - how does _Transmigration_ relate to Valis?

I don't think Dick intended the books to be linked in this way, but they
are thematically similar, which I guess is why they're now being marketed
as a trilogy.  "Trilogy" is defined as three literary or dramatic works
linked in subject or theme, though in SF marketing, "trilogy" has come to
mean a series of three, which is a somewhat different usage.  The works of
the _Valis_ trilogy might fit the strict definition of a trilogy if it
weren't for the fact that many of Dick's works share the themes of these
novels, so why single them out as a trilogy?  _Most_ of Dick's work
overlaps thematically.

BTW, I think it's too bad that trilogy has come to be understood simply as
a series of three; Robertson Davies' trilogies (which are not quite
realistic and not quite fantastic) hark back to the older definition as
interlinked novels, each complete in itself which share common themes and
characters, but don't follow one another in simple chronological fashion.

Janet
repnomar@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 21:17:00 GMT
From: JH602309@liuvax.bitnet
Subject: Thomas Covenant

   I remember reading Donaldson's series when it first came out, and I was
_impressed_.  Many of the responses seem to view T.C. as a 'shit' or 'too
depressing', and, at the least, not a very nice guy.  My take on it is
completely different.  You need to develop some empathy, and one of the
nice things about his books is that you aren't _handed_ that empathic
connection on a silver platter.  I tend to agree with the idea of T.C. as a
tragic anti-hero, but I think that makes him far too noble.  The reason _I_
liked it was because Covenant was portrayed as an emotion-filled,
vulnerable, confused and lonely *human being*.  We can't go around slaying
dragons and getting the maiden's hand all the time, after all.  Humans just
don't spout witty rejoinders and flag down mug after mug of ale.  It was
this tragic, touching quality I fell for.  The only way I can describe it
is as akin to the reaction of a child who has had something bad
unintentionally happen to them.  They are confused, vulnerable, defiant,
seeking to blame something in a world which is shaded in grey.  The need to
define *something* as a rock to hold onto in your miseries, despite the
frustrating tendency of the world to defy dualisms, lies at the heart of
it.
   Ask yourself if _you_ would be so willing to give up what you have been
taught is your real world on some whim, and also if you would be willing to
sacrifice yourself for the 'good' of all mankind (or, by analogy, the
'kind' of another world, with whom you have not even the slightest
kinship).  Donaldson strikes a vein that runs deep and I think the hostile
responses to Covenant reflects an unwillingness to face that deeply
vulnerable part of ourselves, to expose it to ridicule or betrayal.
   Remember all the little details Donaldson gives us about Covenant's life
in the 'real' world?  How he has to constantly watch his steps lest he harm
himself (like passing his hand over an open flame)?  I'm not sure the last
is an example as I haven't read it in a while, but I do remember reading
these things and wondering what I would do if I were in a situation.  To
make Covenant a 'yeah, let's-go-get-'em' character would render him another
cardboard stereotype.  I think his series begins to approach what is the
best in Fantasy and I think if we had more of it, there would be a broader
recognition and value of fantasy as a genre.
   That's not to say I read all the books.  After the first 5, I dropped
them because I'm not a great series reader.  I couldn't read more than 3
books of Tolkien either.  There are other parts where he falls down, and
these mainly have to do with the drawbacks of series: the tremendous detail
involved, the sloppiness that can occur in character dynamics because you
have so much more room to develop them, etc.  But it's a testament to his
writing skills that he hooked me for so long.  I would have preferred to
see him do another rather than start a second series like he did, but c'est
la vie.  The only other author who's managed to hook me like Donaldson did
was Zelazny, with his Amber series.  And I think his development of a
second series proves my point about the dangers of serials.
   I also find his reluctant messiah approach appropriate, given my
background in philosophies.  It's the ones who want the power that are
often least suited for it.  So from another perspective, Covenant is trying
to maintain his judgment (the 'insanity trap', of course grows out of this:
who is he to be such a messiah?  More importantly, what _would_ happen if
he accepted the power?  He acts as a goad to other people and to ourselves
in examining the fallacy of the God syndrome - that we are free but
responsibility for our actions lie on someone else's shoulders).  Usually,
of course, the one who tries to do the best for himself and others ends up
despised as a bastard, a prick, etc., because there is a tendency to want
someone to 'do it for you'.  And leaders often get trapped, controlled by
the webs of their 'subjects', while the subjects remain as unhappy as
before.  So if your going to be a prick and a bastard, might as well be a
free one.  'Nuff said.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 19:33:06 GMT
From: ted@welchlab.welch.jhu.edu (Ted Ying)
Subject: Re: Steven R. Donaldson

kimshi@wpi.WPI.EDU (Erik Currin) writes:
>How do other people feel about this writer? Try to explain why you do not
>like his writing, besides the fact that you do not normally like fantasy.
>When I think about his writing, I still am amazed at the amount of
>imagination it required (the giants, Blood Guards, the ravors (?), and the
>illearth stone for Covenent, the mirrors, intrigue, and statement about
>losing yourself in Mordant's Need).

Well, I've had this debate with quite a number of people before.  It seems
that there are two major factions that most of the fantasy readers fall
into Pro-Donaldson (+D) and Anti-Donaldson (-D).  The +D people really like
of his writing; and the -D people really dilike his writing.  There is a
small minority that falls in the middle of the road (neither here nor
there).  I happen to be in the former (+D) group.

The things that I like about his writing (and specifically the Thomas
Covenant the Unbeliever books), is that his prose is so vivid.  He paints
very complete descriptions of everything; so vivid that I have no trouble
visualizing what he is talking about.  Some of the -D people think he is
too verbose and that he could have cut down each of his books by 50-100
pages and not hurt them at all.  I think that the detail was important.  As
some people say, I find it refreshing to find an anti-hero.  I get tired of
the Arnold Schwarzenegger heroes who can wade through legions of
demons/villains with a sword and with mighty sweeps of their arms can
despose of them all without breaking out into a sweat and still dodge the
lightning bolts from evil wizards.  The protagonist is refreshing despite
being despicable.  I find that the people that I can feel and associate
with are the people of the Land, the people who TC uses and abuses.  I ache
with Saltheart Foamfollower when he feels the pain of TC's Unbelief.  I
ache with Mhoram when he realizes how much damage is caused by TC's refusal
to aid the Land with the power of white gold, and I rejoice with Elena when
she discovers the power of Kevin's Ward.  These are the characters that
make me feel for them.

I found that the various characters of the Land were the most alive of any
characters that I had read in a while.  They were simple folk that were
forced to deal with a true bastard and protect him while trying to help him
despite all the abuse he gave them.

TC is not for everyone, but if you dropped the series early on and really
like vivid descriptions, reread it.  It is a potent series.  The first 150
or so pages of the first book are awful, I have to admit, but they are
necessary to get some background on the world and characters.  The end of
the first book (after TC gets to Revelstone) is *MUCH* better and is worth
waiting for (IMHO).  The third book is the best of the series and the seen
in the third book of "Mhoram's Last Stand" is GREAT!  I have stopped to
reread that section periodically when I need something to cheer me up.  The
way that Mhoram faces despair and wins is truly uplifting for me.

Ted Ying
ted@welch.jhu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 21:08:10 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant

JH602309@liuvax.BITNET writes:
>   Ask yourself if _you_ would be so willing to give up what you have been
>taught is your real world on some whim, and also if you would be willing
>to sacrifice yourself for the 'good' of all mankind (or, by analogy, the
>'kind' of another world, with whom you have not even the slightest kin-
>ship).  Donaldson strikes a vein that runs deep and I think the hostile

Well, I wouldn't, but then TC didn't have a lot of choice. He was dying or
dead in his real world and, like most folks, would have been miserable in
the Land. About the only reason he might have had for surviving is to exact
revenge on the creature that made the Land for having him sent there.  I
didn't say it was a good or sensible reason.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 91 02:32:15 GMT
From: jsb16@cunixa.cc.columbia.edu (Jennifer S Broekman)
Subject: Re: Steven R. Donaldson

ted@welchlab.welch.jhu.edu (Ted Ying) writes:

>I get tired of the Arnold Schwarzenegger heroes who can wade through
>legions of demons/villains with a sword and with mighty sweeps of their
>arms can despose of them all without breaking out into a sweat and still
>dodge the lightning bolts from evil wizards.

Ditto.  I tend to refer to books that contain guaranteed happy endings as
mind fluff. Donaldson is most definitely *not* mind fluff.

>I find that the people that I can feel and associate with are the people
>of the Land, the people who TC uses and abuses.  I ache with Saltheart
>Foamfollower when he feels the pain of TC's Unbelief.  I ache with Mhoram
>when he realizes how much damage is caused by TC's refusal to aid the Land
>with the power of white gold, and I rejoice with Elena when she discovers
>the power of Kevin's Ward.  These are the characters that make me feel for
>them.  I found that the various characters of the Land were the most alive
>of any characters that I had read in a while.  They were simple folk that
>were forced to deal with a true bastard and protect him while trying to
>help him despite all the abuse he gave them.

I do feel with some of the other characters, but I also feel with Covenant.
The dilemma of feeling that giving in to X will destroy one's ability to
cope with the rest of one's life is an interesting one as far as I'm
concerned.  Covenant would like to give in and believe in the Land, but
feels (and is probably right in feeling) that doing so will destroy his
ability to survive as a leper in the "real" world.

jb

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 91 08:11:45 GMT
From: ele9102@cdc835.cdc.polimi.it (Francesco Marcolla)
Subject: re: David Gemmell

Jonathan Kruger (kruger@socrates.umd.edu) writes:

> My parents are going to England this August, and I was hoping to have
> them pick up a couple of David Gemmel's books that haven't been published
> in the US.  Could someone e-mail me a list of his books?

Unluckily, I have not a complete list of Gemmell's books. I only know that
he started writing in 1981, so his production is not plentiful.  Here are
some [maybe all] of his novels:

  Legend                    \  
  The King beyond the Gate   > The 'Drenai' series
  Waylander                 /

  Wolf in Shadow [aka 'The Jerusalem man'] \  The '???' series
  The Last Guardian                        /

  Ghost King
  Last Sword of Powers
  Knights of Dark Renown

Good reading!

Francesco Marcolla
ele9102@cdc835.cdc.polimi.it

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Delany (8 msgs) & Farren (5 msgs) &
                        Reviews & Chinese in SF/F

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 13:07:12 GMT
From: jay@banzai.pcc.com (Jay Schuster)
Subject: Re: Dhalgren (was: Books thrown in the trash)

tm2q+@andrew.cmu.edu (Timothy Alan Mohler) writes:
>matt@physics16.berkeley.edu (Matt Austern):
>>Here's a simpler question (maybe): in what sense is it SF?
>
>Nothing I've read by him fits the traditional mold of SF - not _Tales of
>Neveryona_, not _Stars in My Pocket_, and not Dhalgren. Still, they all
>fit "speculative fiction" - kind of.

_Nova_ seems to be pretty pure SF, with _Triton_ being close (though the
whole novel deals with issues that would only be popularized by Varley
decades later).

Delany concentrates on social issues, interactions, and commentary.  His
wonderful insights are what make _Triton_, _Dhalgren_, the Neveryon books,
and _Stars..._ such wonderful reads.

I mean, name another writer that can write an interspecies gay bathhouse
scene and have it work.  And then you've got the issues it raises (how can
it be gay when there are intelligent beings that don't even remotely
resemble humans in their form or sexuality?).

In _Dhalgren_, you have (among other things) a detailed social analysis of
an anarchy.  You have people trying to continue their lives as before.  You
have people trying to build a new society.  You have profiteers.  You have
parasites.  All of them interact.

I wish that I could make it to Gaylaxicon this weekend to meet him in
person, but I've got a commitment I can't get out of :-(.

Jay Schuster
jay@pcc.COM
uunet!uvm-gen!banzai!jay
attmail!banzai!jay

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 16:12:47 GMT
From: cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin)
Subject: Re: Dhalgren-bashing

Anyone with the manhood, or womynhood, to publicly deny either or both of
the following two points, please speak up.  Then I'll know who to flame.

1) While Delany's novels have many complex subplots, they are often missing
a tight master plot. Many are sexually explicit to the point of extreme
offensiveness.  And the flow of events Delany depicts is often convoluted
to the point of incoherence.

2) Delany is a brilliant sf writer.

For a little personal-bias textbite, I read the first two thirds of _Stars
In My Pocket Like Grains Of Sand_, skimmed the last third, and loathed it
all (except the first forty pages).  My knowledge of other Delany novels is
entirely indirect.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 22:19:00 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Dhalgren-bashing

cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin) sez:
>Anyone with the manhood, or womynhood, to publicly deny either or both of
>the following two points, please speak up.  Then I'll know who to flame.

Well, I'll be a woman and speak up.

>1) While Delany's novels have many complex subplots, they are often
>missing a tight master plot.

Point number one, I guess.  I won't deny this, though I don't see it as a
problem.  I think Babel-17, Nova, and the early stuff, though, is as
tightly plotted as one could wish.  Dhalgren, Triton and Stars, no.  but
then Delany is interesed more in exploring some questions about sexuality
and identity than in writing straightforward SF romance plots.  I think
this is a plus; you're welcome to consider it a minus.

>Many are sexually explicit to the point of extreme offensiveness.

Well, I'll deny the offensiveness part.  I like that stuff.

>And the flow of events Delany depicts is often convoluted to the point of
>incoherence.

Only true in Dhalgren and maybe The Einstein Intersection, as far as I can
remember.  Perhaps in the Neveryon books, which I've only read pieces of.
Not true in Nova, Babel-17, Triton, The Jewels of Aptor, or the Towers
trilogy.

>2) Delany is a brilliant sf writer.

Sometimes.  Sometimes he's tiresome, wordy and overly concerned with verbal
flash and half-assimilated ideas.  Sometimes both.

I think anyone who likes "conventional" SF but hasn't read Babel-17, Nova
and the short fiction is missing a treat.  Some of the others may be a
little too exotic for your liking in one way or another (and Triton is
plain bad in my opinion), but B-17 and Nova, at least, are extremely tasty.
And some of Delany's short stories are amazingly good.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 22:21:48 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Dhalgren (was: Books thrown in the trash)

jay@banzai.PCC.COM (Jay Schuster) sez:
>_Nova_ seems to be pretty pure SF, with _Triton_ being close (though the
>whole novel deals with issues that would only be popularized by Varley
>decades later).

"Decades"?  Check those copyrights again.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 91 03:51:50 GMT
From: cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin)
Subject: Re: Dhalgren-bashing

tm2q+@andrew.cmu.edu (Timothy Alan Mohler) writes:
>cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin):
>>Many [of Delany's works] are sexually explicit to the point of extreme
>>offensiveness.
>
>I don't consider them offensive. I don't consider graphic depiction of sex
>offensive. What I do find offensive are poor or sexist representations of
>sex. I see far more of that than I do of Delany-type sex.

When was the last time you saw, read, heard something which offended
*everyone*?  With such a definition of "offensive," the word would become
obsolete.

>>2) Delany is a brilliant sf writer.
>
>I don't think he is brilliant. I seem to be an anomaly here - I neither
>hate nor love his writing, and I'm wondering how so many people manage to
>do either or both. There are many authors I have enjoyed more, but I think
>Delany often has different aims than most SF.

Certainly brilliant in that he has developed his own subgenre of the field.
Perhaps not the most skilled of writers, but among the most creative.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 17:28:11 GMT
From: djdaneh@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Re: Dhalgren

Matt Austern asks:
>[I]n what sense is [DHALGREN] SF?  I don't see anything terribly
>science-fictional about it, except for the author's name.

Before getting to the serious answer, let me assure you that Delany is not
science-fictional; I've met him and he's not fictional at all.

Okay, the serious answer.

You have to begin by understanding how Delany _views_ SF.  "SF is not about
the future at all," he says (quoting from memory).  "SF presents a
significant distortion of the present."

Now, it's quite clear that the world of Bellona was a significant
distortion of the real world of 1974.  Buildings don't burn for weeks only
to be whole the next time you look; time isn't circular (or maybe
spiralled); there are no little devices you can wear on a chain around your
neck that project holograms of dragons, praying mantisses, scorpions, etc.,
that you can hide in.  Etc.

(Incidentally: those devices - the 'light-shields', in themselves are
sufficient _excuse_ for calling DHALGREN science fiction, if the more
abstruse arguments don't hold for you.)

I could go on at great length, but I've been over all this ground before.
It comes up periodically on the net and needs to be slapped down.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 18:35:56 GMT
From: idddev@well.sf.ca.us (Innovative Data Design)
Subject: Re: Dhalgren

Someone wrote:
>Here's a simpler question (maybe): in what sense is it SF?  I don't see
>nything terribly science-fictional about it, except for the author's
>ame.
 
Good point. It's SF in the sense that it was written by an author who'd
already made his name in the SF genre (or "sub-industry").  Had Delany sold
his mainstream books before his SF & fantasy, _Dhalgren_ would have been
marketed as surrealism. And Delany's academic reputation would be greater,
and his bank account would be smaller.
 
Angus MacDonald
idddev@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 18:13:15 GMT
From: djdaneh@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Re: Dhalgren-bashing

tm2q+@andrew.cmu.edu (Timothy Alan Mohler) writes:
>Nice explanation; Dhalgren certainly isn't cliched, whatever else it may
>be. So would you say that the main point of the book was to, uhh, explode
>ordinary perceptions? To use (ugh) literary criticism terms, show the
>constructedness of our ordinary way of viewing the world? In the rough, of
>course...

Thank you.  Yes, that's very well put, and I would indeed say that if I had
thought of it.

We're in phase two of the traditional DHALGREN discussion now.  Thank
_god_.  After the original round of DHALGREN-bashing, and my first couple
of posts, I almost always meet a few people who've read the book
intelligently and have something interesting to say about it.  Things like
this make the Net worthwhile.

>I wouldn't be so crude as to say partly a "gay" way of viewing the world,
>but i think this certainly creeps in, if it wasn't intentional.

I don't know if it's merely "gay": more an "outsider's" way of viewing it.
Gay in a straight world, black in a white world (actually more complex than
this), dyslexic in a literate/literary world.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 16:08:15 GMT
From: craigb@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Subject: Mick Farren (possible SPOILER)

Anybody out there ever read anything by Mick Farren? Am not really crazy
about his work, but for some reason I find I've read most of his books.  Is
this guy excessively nihilistic or am I just a pansy?

Oh well, I guess I'll go out and read _The DNA Cowboys_ and _Mars: The Red
Planet_ just so I can say I've done them all :-)

I was surprised that _Necrom_ had a relatively happy ending.  Is this a
first?

Craig

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 91 03:37:22 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Mick Farren (possible SPOILER)

craigb@awdprime.austin.ibm.com sez:
>Anybody out there ever read anything by Mick Farren? Am not really crazy
>about his work, but for some reason I find I've read most of his
>books. Is this guy excessively nihilistic or am I just a pansy?

Well, why couldn't it be both?

>Oh well, I guess I'll go out and read _The DNA Cowboys_ and _Mars: The Red
>Planet_ just so I can say I've done them all :-)

Really, all?  Farren has put out a fair amount of stuff, at least some of
it never available in the US, I think.  Aren't there at least three DNA
Cowboys books, plus a short story here and there?

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 91 12:05:06 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (The Film Fan Man)
Subject: Re: Mick Farren (possible SPOILER)

rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (Rod Johnson) writes:
>Farren has put out a fair amount of stuff, at least some of it never
>available in the US, I think. Aren't there at least three DNA Cowboys
>books, plus a short story here and there?

There are at least *four* DNA Cowboys books, as the first three - THE QUEST
OF THE DNA COWBOYS, THE SYNAPTIC MANHUNT, and THE NEURAL ATROCITY, were
published back in the mid-to-late 70's only in Britain.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 02:53:35 GMT
From: tucker@mammoth.cs.unr.edu (Aaron Tucker)
Subject: Re: Mick Farren (possible SPOILER)

craigb@awdprime.austin.ibm.com writes:
>Anybody out there ever read anything by Mick Farren? Am not really crazy
>about his work, but for some reason I find I've read most of his
>books.  Is this guy excessively nihilistic or am I just a pansy?

Not always is he depressing : ) Just a lot of the time it seems.  My
favorite book by Farren is "The Armageddon Crazy" which is one of the best
near-future novels I've read.  What a classic idea.  Has a happy ending, at
least for the characters.

But I will admit, that a lot of his stuff is depressing; I haven't read
"Phaid the Gambler" or "Citizen Phaid" or his latest though.

>Oh well, I guess I'll go out and read _The DNA Cowboys_ and _Mars: The Red
>Planet_ just so I can say I've done them all :-)

Now here be SPOILERS:

I have no idea how the DNA trilogy goes as far as happy, but this loose
sequel was a bit depressing.  And as for Mars, only the Feelies (maybe also
the Texts of Festival) are more depressing.  Really, Mars sucked.  It is
still worth reading, and I'll probably read it again, but I hated the
ending.

>I was surprised that _Necrom_ had a relatively happy ending.  Is this a
>first?

Mars kind of put me off of Farren for a while, but I'll certainly order
this one up, if nothing else but a happy ending. : )

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 18:59:13 GMT
From: lobster!mwk!gleason@academ.hou.tx.us
Subject: Re: Mick Farren (possible SPOILER)

craigb@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker) writes:
> Oh well, I guess I'll go out and read _The DNA Cowboys_ and _Mars: The
> Red Planet_ just so I can say I've done them all :-)

  You won't have read all of Mick Farren's works, unless you can find the
underground comix he wrote for in the late 60s/early 70s... strange stuff
indeed!

------------------------------

Date: Tue, 9 Jul 91 15:29 EDT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

Title:     The Harp of the Grey Rose
By:        Charles deLint
Publisher: Avon Fantasy (February 1991)
Format:    pb, 230 pp, $3.95
ISBN:      0-380-76202-1

   DeLint's latest novel is a compactly crafted blend of most of the
standard Celto-European fantasy ingredients.  The hero is an orphaned youth
with the blood of wild folk and harpers but no training.  A bevy of
legendary creatures, including a dwarf, a half-deer centaur, and a sentient
bear, befriend and guide him in a journey that starts as a quest to save a
goddess from a broken bargain with an evil god and ends in a struggle to
save himself, his friends, and his world from ultimate evil.  Though not in
the same league as "The Lord of the Rings," or even of "The Fionavar
Tapestry," "The Harp of the Grey Rose is an enjoyable quick read for lovers
of epic fantasy.  [Guest reviewer: Cathy Olanich]

Title:     Tehanu
By:        Ursula K. LeGuin
Publisher: Bantam/Spectra (February 1991)
Format:    pb, 252 pp, $4.95
ISBN:      0-553-28873-3

   "Tehanu," LeGuin's conclusion to the Earthsea cycle, returns the reader
to the island of Gont, where Tenar, once a powerful priestess and
apprentice to a mage, has made a quiet living for herself as a farmer's
wife.  Impressive reading by itself, "Tehanu" gains added richness if read,
as the author patently intends, as a conclusion to the three earlier
Earthsea books.  The only flaw in this movingly written tale is the
obviousness with which LeGuin emphasizes the subtler kinds of oppression
inflicted upon women by a male-dominated hierarchical culture; a reader
sensitive enough to appreciate "Tehanu" is unlikely to need LeGuin's
sermonizing, in the form of pseudo-rhetorical questions by her female
characters, to get the message.  [Guest reviewer: Cathy Olanich]
 
Title:     Wild Cards VIII:  One-Eyed Jacks
By:        George R. R. Martin, ed.
Publisher: Bantam Spectra (February 1991)
Format:    pb, 326 pp, $4.95
ISBN:      0-553-28852-0

   Martin and the authors who have collaborated on the various "Wild Cards"
stories are to be commended for turning out story anthologies of high,
consistent quality.  "One-Eyed Jacks," the eighth of these anthologies,
continues the trend.  Unfortunately, this collection exemplifies another
trend of the series - depicting increasing levels of violence, misery, and
psychopathic joker and ace behavior.  For those unrepelled by mega-doses of
gore and crime, however, "One-Eyed Jacks" is a good, fast-paced read.
[Guest reviewer: Cathy Olanich]

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 01:17:15 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: Re: Chinese in SF/F

   May I add to this list the fantasy adventures of E. Hoffman Price?  A
writer of the old "WEIRD TALES" school, an occasional cohort of the likes
of Lovecraft, Price has been writing topnotch SF and fantasy adventure
novels for most of this century.  Only a few years ago, a great yarn called
"THE DEVIL WIVES OF LI FONG" appeared in paperback, with one of Rowena
Morril's better covers.  I hadn't even realized Price was still alive, and
picked it up with some diffidence, only to discover it was the best thing
of his I'd ever read, which is going some.  His shorter pieces all seem to
be gems, as well.
 
   Price's eighty-year love affair with things Chinese shows in every line,
and it's a peek at a culture that no longer really exists, save in the
memories of people who revere those things that were best about the Old
China.
 
   Shouldn't be too hard to find, and worth the trouble.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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		 Books - Grant & Merril & Reamy (5 msgs) &
                         Cyberpunk (6 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Mon, 15 Jul 91 13:10 EDT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: Mutants Amok #1 & 2

Title:     Mutants Amok #1 & 2
By:        Mark Grant
Publisher: Avon (March 1991)
Format:    pb, 224/224 pp, $2.95
ISBN:      0-380-76047-9/0-380-76048-7

   Are you familiar with the underground fantasy epic "Eye of Argon"?  At
science-fiction conventions, fans hold contests to see how long they can
read this bombastic, cliche-bound and typo-ridden manuscript aloud, with
feeling, before laughter overcomes them.  Well, that is what Mark Grant's
"Mutants Amok" books are like - except that some curmudgeonly editor has
apparently cleaned up the typos before publication in a misguided attempt
to squelch the fun.  If you are unfamiliar with "Eye of Argon," a few
significant details will convey the awesome awfulness of Mr. Grant's work.
Consider, if you dare:

   THE PREMISE.  Worthy of a 1950's Hollywood monster movie.  Ugly but
powerful mutants originally designed by the military-industrial complex
have managed to enslave normal humanity.  Our protagonists are among the
few brave humans fighting the "muties" as part of an underground human
resistance movement.

   THE POLITICS.  Politically incorrect.  Explicit and gratuitous
descriptions of gore abound.  The women, who are all large-breasted and
gorgeous, inevitably get killed, need to be rescued, or turn out to be some
kind of monsters themselves.

   THE LANGUAGE.  In the hands of the average hack, the trite premise of
"Mutants Amok" would, at worst have resulted in yet another forgettable sf
adventure series.  Unlike the average hack, however, Mr. Grant is cursed
with a tin ear for language - whence lies most of the (unintended) humor
of "Mutants Amok."  For example, where but in the cheesiest of space operas
might a reader be assaulted by lines like these on virtually every page:
    
   "Blood spurted and calcium sprayed.  All in all it smelled like a bad
day at the dentist's office."  (Mutants Amok, p. 3).
   "It [the hero's girlfriend's orgasm] felt like I [banged a hole through
the floor] and fell straight through it to the ground and then went to
_heaven_!  Oh, Jack! I want to have your _babies_!" (Mutants Amok, p. 106).
   "Your work with the rebels has been -- shall we call it _annoying_?
Yes, that is a suitable word, I think.  Annoying.  I have lost sleep,
wishing you were here so that I might have the satisfaction of whipping you
with my mane as a horse does, or swatting you with my tail as a whale does
its tiny troubler."  (Mutant Hell, p. 19).

   These monstrous similes, please note, are original.  Mr. Grant is one of
the few authors ever published who is at his best when he rises to the
level of spouting hoary cliches.

   PLAUSIBILITY.  Nonexistent.  How humanity was ever enslaved by creatures
as stupid as these mutants allegedly are remains a mystery.  Mr. Grant's
lame explanation is that the mutants turned on humanity after embracing a
bushido-like creed called "The Way."

   Should we urge Mr. Grant to stop churning out this vile trash?  Perish
the thought!  Readers who laughed themselves sick over "Eye of Argon" will
enjoy these books - in the same manner, and for the same reasons.
Moreover, sale of the movie rights to "Mutants Amok" might even be a
consummation to be wished.  Lurking in these turgid novels is ample
inspiration for a cult classic of badness rivaling the infamous "Plan Nine
from Outer Space." [Guest reviewer: Cathy Olanich]

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 02:36:26 GMT
From: repnomar@leland.stanford.edu (Janet M. Lafler)
Subject: Re: Judith Merril book list

Missing from your list was _Tesseracts_, a volume of Canadian science
fiction which Merril edited and which came out in 1988.  As far as I know,
it's out only in Canadian edition, not US.

Thanks for the bibliography.

Janet
repnomar@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 05:13:54 GMT
From: gmartin@zia.aoc.nrao.edu (George Martin)
Subject: Re: Tom Reamy and the novel _Blind Voices_

About a week ago, around the 4th or shortly before, someone posted an
inquiry about the late author Tom Reamy and his novel _Blind Voices_.  It
turns out the the novel was in a "pile of books", mostly SF Book Club
editions that a friend gave me a few years ago.  (It was a take them all or
none offer.)  Because of the original post and the follow ups, I went
through the pile and found it.  I wish I had read it very much sooner than
this.

It's a short novel. It's not a perfect novel.  It's not a great novel.  It
is very much more than a *very good* first novel.

I think that all of the posters compared this book to Bradbury.  Here is a
quote form the dust jacket.  " .... His style is in the fantastic tradition
of Richard Matheson and Ray Bradbury, and _Blind Voices_, his only novel,
demands comparison to such masterpieces as Bradbury's 'Dandelion Wine' or
'Something Wicked This Way Comes'."

If you can find this book, you should read it and wonder about what cruel
fate has cost us.

BTW, to Doug Merritt: I think I remember that Tom Reamy was active
in Fanzines in the mid seventies before his death.  Do you know anything
about it?

George Martin
Systems Analyst                     
NRAO/VLA
Socorro NM
Internet: gmartin@zia.aoc.nrao.edu
Bitnet:  gmartin@nrao

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 08:07:53 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Tom Reamy and the novel _Blind Voices_

gmartin@zia.aoc.nrao.edu (George Martin) writes:
>BTW, to Doug Merritt: I think I remember that Tom Reamy was active
>in Fanzines in the mid seventies before his death.  Do you know anything
>about it?

Not much. But he published his first story in Harry Harrison's "Nova"
Volume 4 1974 (last issue), title "Beyond the Cleft".

Damon Knight's anthology "Orbit 14" (1974) has one of his first stories
(the second one?), "Under the Hollywood Sign", and Orbits are relatively
easy to find, anyway.

Arnie Fenner's semi-prozine "Chacal", Winter 1976 issue had his "Mistress
of Windraven".  That zine turned into "Shayol", which in Nov 1977 published
an excerpt from the then-unpublished novel you've been discussing ("Blind
Voices", titled "Wonder Show", along with a long interview with Reamy.

The third issue, Feb 1978, had his story "Blue Eyes", which he'd intended
to develop into a second book. Pat Cadigan was co-editor of this zine,
interestingly enough.

This is all from memory, of course.

;-)

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 08:27:56 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (The Film Fan Man)
Subject: Re: Tom Reamy and the novel _Blind Voices_

gmartin@zia.aoc.nrao.edu (George Martin) writes:
>BTW, to Doug Merritt: I think I remember that Tom Reamy was active in
>Fanzines in the mid seventies before his death. Do you know anything about
>it?

I don't know about Doug, but I know. Reamy was involved with the fanzine
TRUMPET, if memory serves, as well as other zines (NICKLEODEON, et alia)
put out by that group of fans down Kansas City way.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jul 91 07:11:16 GMT
From: idddev@well.sf.ca.us (Innovative Data Design)
Subject: Re: Tom Reamy and the novel _Blind Voices_

Maybe this was mentioned before, but Reamy had several stories published in
_The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction_ during the seventies. I think
most of his short stuff was collected in _San Diego Lightfoot Sue_, which
is probably hard to find now. There was at least one mass-market paperback
edition, though.
 
Angus MacDonald
idddev@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jul 91 17:46:56 GMT
From: d25001@mic.lonestar.org (Carrington Dixon)
Subject: Re: Tom Reamy and the novel _Blind Voices_

boyajian@ruby.dec.com writes:
>I don't know about Doug, but I know. Reamy was involved with the fanzine
>TRUMPET, if memory serves, as well as other zines (NICKLEODEON, et alia)
>put out by that group of fans down Kansas City way.

   Let me clarify that.  Tom _published_ the fanzine _Trumpet_.  This was
back when I was in college; so, it must have been the mid- to late-60's.
(I still have the issues, and, no, they are NOT for sale.)

   Among other things.  Tom and George Barr were working on a "graphic
novel" version of Poul Anderson's _The_Broken_Sword_.  The work in progress
was serialized in _Trumpet_.  It was very fine, but other commitments and
then Tom's death prevented it's every being finished.  George has said, in
an interview somewhere, that he is not even sure that he could match that
early style now ... <<SIGH>>

Carrington Dixon
d25001@mic.lonestar.org

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 14:12:36 GMT
From: novell!HICKS@uunet.uu.net (Jeffery D. Hicks)
Subject: William Gibson and cyberpunk

I enjoy William Gibson's work, especially MONA LISA OVERDRIVE.  Does anyone
know when he will have something new on the bookshelf?  I don't like the
cyberpunk label but find the sub-genre fascinating.  One reason is that I
see it happening already.  Artificial reality research is certainly a step
in that direction.  And in a way aren't electronic bulleting boards and
discussion groups a primitive version of cyberspace?  In many ways I feel
I'm traveling when logged in the network and interacting with someone (or
something) across the country or on the other side of the world.  I guess
I've never lost my sense of wonder regarding computers.

Other than artificial reality (which I would love to discuss further,
especially its implications and possibilities), what other research is
underway that could lead to the true creation of cyberspace and cowboys
jackin' in?

Finally, I've read most of the cyberpunk authors (Gibson, Sterling, Jeter).
Any other recommendations for solid and well written cyberstuff?  Thanks.

Jeffery D. Hicks          
HICKS@Novell.Boystown.org

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 17:59:08 GMT
From: pgb1@isis.msstate.edu (Patrick Bridges)
Subject: Re: William Gibson and cyberpunk

HICKS@novell.UUCP (Jeffery D. Hicks) writes:
>Finally, I've read most of the cyberpunk authors (Gibson, Sterling,
>Jeter).  Any other recommendations for solid and well written cyberstuff?
>Thanks.

I would like to HIGHLY recommend Daniel Keys Moran's _Emerald Eyes_ and
_The Long Run_. They are Not strictly cyberpunk, and the first (Emerald
Eyes) is written strangely, but the story they track is very good. (Yes
they do form/ possibly start a series) The world is not the standard Gibson
cyberpunk world, but the world and background is well thought out and well
done. I PERSONALLY liked Long Run better. Moran's writing style is
different, and in my opinion improved over his first book. I won't discuss
any spoilers here, but If anyone else wants to discuss these two books and
what happens in them, I would be more than happy to participate.

Patrick Bridges

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 18:39:13 GMT
From: cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin)
Subject: Re: William Gibson and cyberpunk

pgb1@Isis.MsState.Edu (Patrick Bridges) writes:
>HICKS@novell.UUCP (Jeffery D. Hicks) writes:
>>Finally, I've read most of the cyberpunk authors (Gibson, Sterling,
>>Jeter).  Any other recommendations for solid and well written cyberstuff?
>>Thanks.
>
>I would like to HIGHLY recommend Daniel Keys Moran's _Emerald Eyes_ and
>_The Long Run_. They are Not strictly cyberpunk, and the first(Emerald
>Eyes) is written strangely, but the story they track is very good.

I agree; they are excellent.  His first novel, _Armageddon Blues_, is also
not bad, though plotless.  Like _Emerald Eyes_, but more so.

Does anyone know if he's written anything else?  The inside cover of TLR
mentions something called "The Ring," but I've never seen or heard of it
elsewhere.  If someone has it, can they send me publisher/book number/date?

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 18:05:36 GMT
From: hikaru@halcyon.wa.com
Subject: Re: William Gibson and cyberpunk

HICKS@novell.UUCP (Jeffery D. Hicks) writes:
> I enjoy William Gibson's work, especially MONA LISA OVERDRIVE.  Does
> anyone know when he will have something new on the bookshelf?  I don't
> like the

Well, there's _The Difference Engine_, co-written with Sterling.  He said
that he's not going to be doing anything more with the Sprawl universe, and
he's currently working on a book called _Virtual Light_. Probably going to
be two to three years before this is out on the shelves.

> Finally, I've read most of the cyberpunk authors (Gibson, Sterling,
> Jeter).  Any other recommendations for solid and well written cyberstuff?
> Thanks.

_Blood Music_ by Greg Bear, the _Mirrorshades_ anthology, edited by Bruce
Sterling, all seventeen issues of _Cheap Truth_ (which I'll email to you
uuencoded), _Synners_ by Pat Cadigan (anything by her is usually quite
good), the last six issues of _Aboriginal Science Fiction_ have had
articles by Sterling, and then there is this list going around of basic
cyberpunk works, which I'll try to find for you.  (I'd list more, except
I'm really trying to keep this to stuff that I've read)

hikaru@halcyon.uucp
halcyon!hikaru@seattleu.edu  
hikaru@halcyon.wa.com
hikaru%halcyon.uucp@seattleu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 20:26:07 GMT
From: rod@cats.ucsc.edu (Rodrick Su)
Subject: Re: William Gibson and cyberpunk

pgb1@Isis.MsState.Edu (Patrick Bridges) writes:
>I would like to HIGHLY recommend Daniel Keys Moran's _Emerald Eyes_ and
>_The Long Run_. They are Not strictly cyberpunk, and the first (Emerald
>Eyes) is written strangely, but the story they track is very good. (Yes
>they do form/ possibly start a series) The world is not the standard
>Gibson cyberpunk world, but the world and background is well thought out
>and well done. I PERSONALLY liked Long Run better. Moran's writing style
>is different, and in my opinion improved over his first book. I won't
>discuss any spoilers here, but If anyone else wants to discuss these two
>books and what happens in them, I would be more than happy to participate.

I do.  When is the third book in the 'Tales from the Continuem Time'
comming?  Reading the Long Run reminded me of Stainless Steel Rats, except
with slightly more series tone.  I also got the feeling that Moran hates
traffic laws.

Moran's cyberspace is much much more realistic than Gibsons, probably since
Gibson is a almost Luddite.  Plus, cyberspace is only a part of a well
painted universe that has peoples with real motives and objectives.
	
I cannot wait for his next book.  

Rodrick Su
rod@cats.ucsc.edu
rod@ucscb.ucsc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 21:17:11 GMT
From: prs@turing.acs.virginia.edu (Phillip R. Scarr)
Subject: Re: William Gibson and cyberpunk

pgb1@Isis.MsState.Edu (Patrick Bridges) writes:
>HICKS@novell.UUCP (Jeffery D. Hicks) writes:
>>Finally, I've read most of the cyberpunk authors (Gibson, Sterling,
>>Jeter).  Any other recommendations for solid and well written cyberstuff?
>>Thanks.
>
>I would like to HIGHLY recommend Daniel Keys Moran's _Emerald Eyes_ and
>_The Long Run_. They are Not strictly cyberpunk, and the first (Emerald
>Eyes) is written strangely, but the story they track is very good. (Yes
>they do form/ possibly start a series) The world is not the standard
>Gibson cyberpunk world, but the world and background is well thought out
>and well done. I PERSONALLY liked Long Run better. Moran's writing style
>is different, and in my opinion improved over his first book. I won't
>discuss any spoilers here, but If anyone else wants to discuss these two
>books and what happens in them, I would be more than happy to participate.

I have to agree, the Moran stuff is quite good.  I also loved John
Shirley's _Eclipse_, _Eclipise Penumbra_, and _Eclipse Corona_ novels quite
a bit.  Again, they're not exactly cyberpunk, but they're sort-of
cyberpunk.  You might also try Stirling's _Islands in the Net_ which is an
explicitly cyberpunk book, it's not bad (it's not great either).  The best
cyberpunk first novel besides _Neuromancer_ would have to be _Metrophage_
by an author I can't think of right now (if you want his name, email me).

Phil Scarr
Department of Anthropology
prs9k@virginia.edu

------------------------------
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***********************

1,,
Summary-line: 17-Jul  overs-request@rutgers.edu  #SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #306
Received: by elbereth.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.4/3.08) 
	id AA04955; Wed, 17 Jul 91 09:57:28 EDT
Date: Wed, 17 Jul 91 09:57:28 EDT
Message-Id: <9107171357.AA04955@elbereth.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #306
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Wed, 17 Jul 91 09:57:28 EDT
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #306
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest          Wednesday, 17 Jul 1991      Volume 16 : Issue 306

Today's Topics:

	   Books - Kurtz & Pournelle & Rucker (2 msgs) & Scott &
                   Wingrove & Rocketeer Comics (2 msgs) &
                   Request Answers (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Tue, 9 Jul 91 15:34 EDT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Review: Deryni Magic: A Grimoire

Title:     Deryni Magic:  A Grimoire
By:        Katherine Kurtz
Publisher: Del Rey (January 1991)
Format:    pb,  370 pp, $5.95
ISBN:      0-345-36117-2

   Popular fantasy or science-fiction series often spawn quasi-historic or
quasi-scholarly books of commentary.  Imaginatively done, such commentaries
can enhance the reader's experience of the original fantasy world, or
entice a reader who is unfamilar with that world.  Unfortunately, "Deryni
Magic," which purports to be a volume commentary about the magic used by
the Deryni of Gwynedd, does little more than take up space on the
bookshelf.

   "Deryni Magic" contains very little, if any, detail about magic, the
Deryni, or Gwynedd, that cannot be found in the other Deryni books.
Indeed, most of the text consists of quotes from the other books - often
for pages at a time.  In addition, 34 pages of closely-spaced text is
reserved exclusively for a list of references to the various types of
magical acts perpetrated in the pages of the Deryni novels and short
stories Kurtz has already written.  Although some Deryni fans may well
appreciate having these references collected in one place, it scarcely
justifies subtitling this book "A Grimoire" or charging a $5.95 cover
price.

   Where Kurtz does not pad her text with quotes or references to her
previous books, she engages in some of the most trite and unimaginative
commentary this reviewer has ever read.  Primarily, she resummarizes
whatever descriptions of magical activity or indulges in inconclusive
speculation, laced with teasers about stories "that will be told."  The
following excerpt from what purports to be a discussion of Saint Camber's
experience during his ordination is characteristic of Kurtz's approach:

     All of Camber's experience takes place within his mind, of
     course, within a real elapsed time of merely a few seconds. 
     To any human observer witnessing the rite, only the physical
     act of laying on hands would have been apparent, though a
     particularly perceptive and spiritual human priest might
     have inferred some kind of inner process taking place, based
     on his own experience of ordination, and might even have
     perceived some change in Camber's psychic aura.  Even
     without the agency of a Deryni bishop consciously channeling
     such a flow of power,  we have reports of similar
     experiences of spiritual ecstasy in our own world.  ("Deryni
     Magic," pp. 27-28).

   It would be speculation to surmise Kurtz's motives for writing "Deryni
Magic" merely from perusing the book, but it certainly appears that this
volume was produced with the sole purpose of wringing even more money from
her loyal cadre of Deryni fans.  And it's sad that she has chosen to repay
their loyalty with this worthless piece of self-plagiarism.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jul 91 18:15:37 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.unh.edu
Subject: Pournelle

   Could anyone send me the chronologies printed in _King David's
Spaceship_, _Go Tell the Spartans_ and _Falkenberg's Legions_?
   Thanks.

J_Delano@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 16:49:25 GMT
From: cdg@gamma.bellcore.com (Carol Gechtberg)
Subject: Rudy Rucker

Several people have told me to pick up Rucker's Wetware series, but I don't
know anything about it.

Could someone please give me an overview of the series (with titles
please!) and I'd also be interested in other titles by the same author.

Thanks.

Carol
cdg@gamma.bellcore.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 16:15:08 GMT
From: rlewis@beach.csulb.edu (Ralph Lewis)
Subject: Re: Rudy Rucker

Some of the best cyberpunk material I have read this summer! - Software and
later Wetware.  I am looking forward to a third sequel about what it is to
be self.  Note that part of software is in Hofstadter and Dennett book,
_The Minds Eye_.  That should give you an idea of where the story line
leads.

Ralph Lewis
Dept. Management/Human Resources Management 
School of Business Administration
California State University
Long Beach
rlewis@beach.csulb.edu
jbdc702@CalState.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 20:50:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: Melissa Scott

Melissa Scott's last book was out a few months ago: _Mighty Good Road_ and
it was a reasonably interesting adventure story, but not her best book.
Some good ideas, good characters, but not too much suspense.  In fact, I'd
rate it about the same as _The Kindly Ones_ - you can tell that the story
was thought out a bit in advance, but it is difficult to get too concerned
about the outcome of the story.

------------------------------

Date: Tue, 9 Jul 91 15:36 EDT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Review: Chung Kuo: Book 1 - The Middle Kingdom

Title:         Chung Kuo: Book 1 - The Middle Kingdom
By:            David Wingrove
Publisher:     Dell (February 1991)
Format:        pb, 654 pp, $5.95
ISBN:          0-440-20761-4

   Start with David Wingrove's obvious skills: his masterly ear for the
English language, his ability to make fictional characters seem more vivid
and unique than half the politicians we've seen on television, his ability
to choreograph and depict scenes with the dramatic immediacy of television
and the microscopic detail of a medieval illumination.  One would expect an
author with these abilities to be ideally qualified to write the sprawling
epic of a Chinese-dominated Earth of which Wingrove has dreamed.

   Yet something is oddly amiss about "The Middle Kingdom," the opening
volume of "Chung Kuo."  Though apparently genuinely inamored of minutiae,
Wingrove is oddly disinterested in making the broader background of his
epic believable.  Instead, he buries one-sentence explanations amid pages
of drama.  In year 2190, virtually of the 34 billion people alive on Earth
live in, and have never been outside of, a vast tower of a city called
Chung Kuo.  History before the Chinese takeover has been rewritten to
eradicate all memory of the Roman Empire, the United States of America, and
any other suggestion that the "Hung Mao" - Europeans, were ever anything
but Chinese subjects.

   Wingrove's answers leave too many questions in their wake.  Among them:
Even with a super-plastic, how do you build a tower large enough to hold 34
billion people without toppling or breaking apart?  How did the Chinese
succeed in overthrowing the entire West?  And how, for god's sake, did they
manage to build a super-civilization and virtually obliterate all memory of
prior history in a scant 200 years?  Perhaps Wingrove has answers to these
questions, but he shows no sign of willingness to reveal them to his
readers.

   Smaller scale implausibilities also cast shadows on the credibility of
Wingrove's story.  For instance, at the very beginning of "The Middle
Kingdom" a pair of assassins nearly botch their getaway (from an act of
destruction critical to the novel's plot) because one of them mis-timed the
dosage of a drug needed to tolerate conditions "Above the Net."  But why
should street-wise killers from the savage underbelly of the City (where
the assassins live) need drugs to tolerate conditions in a supposedly
_better_ neighborhood?  And readers are likely to doubt the accuracy of
Wingrove's lavish use of Mandarin terms and lore upon reading his
description of yin as "positive and light and male" and yang as "negative
and dark and female." (p. 312).

   There is a territory outside Chung Kuo called the Domain which is a
re-creation of a quaint old British village.  Ben Shepherd, one of the few
individuals privileged to live there, outside the City, thinks of the place
as "a marvelous sham.  A gaudy, imaginative fake." (p. 335).  It is ironic
indeed that Wingrove has set forth such a perfect description of "Chung Kuo
- - The Middle Kingdom" within the very pages of that novel.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 05:33:43 GMT
From: IANR012@unlvm.bitnet (Bill Hayes)
Subject: Rocketeer Comics

    With the Disney movie, ROCKETEER, at last here's a comic that made it
to the screen without embarrassing everyone who reads them.  Credit for
this undertaking goes to Rocketeer's creator-writer-artist Dave Stevens.
As a co-producer of the movie, Dave quided the project through lots of
turbulent times with a vision shared by screenwriters Paul De Meo and Dany
Bilson.  In case those names sound familiar, it's because De Meo and Bilson
are the co-producers of the Flash.  It's also no coincidence Dave Stevens
is the designer of John Wesley Shipp's Flash suit.

    Those not familiar with Dave Steven's Rocketeer may find it amazing
there were only a handful of issues produced prior to the movie.  That's
because, IMHO, Mr. Stevens is a stickler for detail and correctness.  This
won him praise in Harlan Ellison's exuberant preface of the Rocketeer
graphics novel (actually reprints from Pacific Comics) by Eclipse.  In
addition to the Pacific Comics stories and the Eclipse reprint, two issues
of the Rockeeteer Adventure Magazine by COMICO rolled off the press before
COMICO filed bankrupcy.  The finale of the story which began in the COMICO
issues is due out in a DARK HORSE release.

   Rocketeer toy spinoffs are out there, but they're competing with Robin
Hood stuff, and according to a recent issue of Entertainment Weekly, the
Dick Tracy glut sobered marketeers hoping for another Bat killing.  Still
there's enough out there to make one of my favorite comics store clerks
gripe about the glut of Rocketeer goods.  Besides the usual dolls, posters,
key chains, and the like are several rubber-band powered planes, These
include an autogyro and a Gee Bee, both of which probably have the flight
characteristics of small bricks.  Still, the thought of having an autogyro
on my desk does make my heart beat faster...Now if only Disney would market
a zeppelin clock which would chime the hour and then burst into flames, my
office would be the number one stop on the university tour!  Come to think
of it, a burning zeppelin would look great flying over a theme park,
wouldn't it?

Bill Hayes
IANR012@UNLVM.BITNET
IANR012@UNLVM.UNL.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 19:09:09 GMT
From: freeman@maspar.com (Jay R. Freeman)
Subject: Re: Rocketeer Comics

IANR012@unlvm.BITNET (Bill Hayes) writes:
>Besides the usual dolls, posters, key chains, and the like are several
>rubber-band powered planes, These include an autogyro and a Gee Bee, both
>of which probably have the flight characteristics of small bricks.

As an interesting aside, the original Gee Bee (the specific model used in
Rocketeer) had somewhat the flight characteristics of a large brick.  I've
heard it said that it was an interesting early solution to the problem of
control and stability in high-speed aircraft: No stability ... no control
... nooooo problem!  :-)

Jay Freeman

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 18:59:09 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: Adam Powers

lee@tosspot.UUCP (Lee Reynolds) wrote:
> Many, many years ago, I read a tale concerning villains, heroes,
> conspracies and time travel.  One of the two (I think) heroes was called
> Adam Powers and he was a robot/android/whatever.  The story ended with
> the apparent destruction of said hero (but I always suspected there was a
> sequel).

  First book in the "series" was "THE MIND BROTHERS," by Peter Heath.  Adam
got killed off at the end of the second book, and the third book was the
present-day fellow all by himself.  The books were considerably
undistinguished and probably not worth seeking out; but the print run on
"THE MIND BROTHERS" was large enough that you can probably find it in a
second-hand paperback store without much hassle.  Not recommended;
derivative, unoriginal, ham-handed, and poorly executed.

> A while back, my memory of this story was jogged when I heard that one of
> the workstation companies (I think) has a nice little demo of a man
> juggling geometric shapes. The man was named "Adam Powers".  WOuld anyone
> out there happen to recall the original book, any sequels, dates and, for
> that matter, the name of the company with the animation/graphics demo?

  Can't help on this part, sorry.

  You want quarter-century-old time-travel yarns, I *do* recommend the Ace
series by Larry Maddock. (sp?  been 25 years...)  The only title I remember
was "THE EMERALD ELEPHANT GAMBIT."  In the last couple of books, the writer
had been paid enough advance money that he could afford time to do some
decent research, and the quality of the work was good.
 
  The *BEST* time-travel adventure series of all time, however, has just
plain got to be the "TIME WARS" books by "Simon Hawke."  There are twelve
in the series, and the 12th has just been released recently; purportedly,
it winds the whole mess up neatly, with a slam-bang ending.

  "Hawke" has done a bunch of background work for all the eras wherein he
sets his stories, and invented a marvelous rationale for grafting his
favorite historical fiction into reality in a way that has to be seen to be
believed.  The series got away from him for a few books, when he seemed not
to be sure quite where he was heading, but he got hold of it again; and
even the poorest of the "TIME WARS" books is leagues ahead of the
competition.  Highly recommended, but I warn you in advance, reading these
will *cost* you. I lost a three-day weekend plowing through some of the
books Hawke listed as his major sources in "THE KHYBER CONNECTION," which
successfully mixes "GUNGA DIN" with Winston Churchill's life and SF in
general...

  Ed Bryant and a bunch of "Hawke"'s Colorado writing group show up in
these as minor characters; Bryant, in particular, seems to have a
predilection for tossing grenades at "Hawke"'s viewpoint character.  I
figure each of these situations reflects a time when "Hawke" got yet
another buzz-saw stripe up his backside while having the group "workshop"
his latest story, and laugh.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 02:22:41 GMT
From: djheydt@garnet.berkeley.edu
Subject: Re: Adam Powers

lee@tosspot.UUCP (Lee Reynolds) writes:
>Many, many years ago, I read a tale concerning villains, heroes,
>conspracies and time travel.  One of the two (I think) heroes was called
>Adam Powers and he was a robot/android/whatever.  The story ended with the
>apparent destruction of said hero (but I always suspected there was a
>sequel).

Long shot - are you maybe thinking of Frank Robinson's novel THE POWER, in
which the bad guy goes by the name of Adam Hart???

(Hart is a telepath and ruthlessly wipes out anyone who might threaten him,
also anybody who gets in his way, also anybody else if he feels like it.
The thesis is that he is not human and has no sympathy for mere humans.  I
never did buy it.)

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 05:37:50 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Adam Hart)
Subject: Re: Adam Powers

djheydt@garnet.berkeley.edu wrote:
[Lee Reynolds' query on "Adam Powers" and the series he appeared in
deleted. ( 1st was "THE MIND BROTHERS," by Peter Heath, Lancer, 1967 )]]

> Long shot - are you maybe thinking of Frank Robinson's novel THE POWER,
> in which the bad guy goes by the name of Adam Hart???

Nope.  see above. 

> (Hart is a telepath and ruthlessly wipes out anyone who might threaten
> him, also anybody who gets in his way, also anybody else if he feels like
> it.  The thesis is that he is not human and has no sympathy for mere
> humans.  I never did buy it.)

   Frank M. Robinson's topnotch suspense/"closed" mystery-SF novel, "THE
POWER" (Lippincott, 1956) is a magnificent exercise in one of the toughest
SF problems; believable portrayal of a superman.  "Adam Hart" is the next
step in evolution, possessed of mental and physical powers appropriate to
the far future; but his *personality* and value systems are formed by a
slightly SUBnormal "human" upbringing.
 
   Much of the technique of this novel seems to have grown out of ideas
generated by the Campbell circle, harking back to Norvell W. Page's "BUT
WITHOUT HORNS." (First published in "UNKNOWN" in 1939).
   "THE POWER" effectively portrays the superman by showing the effect he
has on NORMAL HUMANS... "Adam Hart" never appears on stage, as far as we
know, until the final confrontation.

   "THE POWER" has been republished in several paperback editions, and is
well worth seeking out.  George Pal's movie version got jerked around a bit
by MGM, but despite the studio's panicked alteration of certain aspects of
the plotline, it's a good movie, also worth finding.
 
   And there's little similarity between the work of Peter Heath and the
work of Frank Robinson!  ( I pay *money* to read anything by Robinson!! )

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Recycling Short Stories (10 msgs) &
                        Reviews (2 msgs) & Dragonlance (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 00:40:38 GMT
From: polari!mzenier@sumax.seattleu.edu (Mark Zenier)
Subject: recycling short stories (was Re: Niven)

J_DELANO@UNHH.UNH.EDU writes:
>Anyone notice that Larry Niven's novels come from his short stories in
>many cases?  _A Gift from Earth_ came from "Slowboat Cargo", _World of
>Ptaavs_ came from "World of Ptaavs", _A World out of Time_ came from
>"Rammer". . . are there any others?
>
>Is this something unique to Niven, or do other authors tend to elaborate
>on their short stories and turn them into novels?

James H. Schmitz did this alot.  "The Witches of Karres" is an expansion of
one of the first stories he published, and a lot of the Hub Worlds stuff is
stiched together shorts, "The Lion Game" is the most obvious example.

Another trend is publishing the start of a book as a short as a form of
advertising.  Brin's "Startide Rising", and Effingers' "A Fire In The Sun"
are two examples.

Mark Zenier
markz@ssc.uucp
mzenier@polari.uucp

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 06:58:17 GMT
From: dhartung@chinet.chi.il.us (Dan Hartung)
Subject: Re: Recycling short stories

J_DELANO@UNHH.UNH.EDU writes:
>Is this something unique to Niven, or do other authors tend to elaborate
>on their short stories and turn them into novels?

I think it's fairly common in sf.  See, short stories are the first thing
you can sell, and when eventually you get a book contract you may choose to
elaborate on something you had done before, both to "flesh it out" with
more story or to simply "improve" on it.  In your examples, after I read _A
World out of Time_ I read "Rammer" and the stylistic change was dramatic.
(Niven was a much more accomplished writer by the time of the novel
version.)  Ironically I thought the story worked better, but that's my
personal opinion.

_World_ is interesting to read as a precursor to some of the ideas Niven
later worked on in _Ringworld_ and _The Mote in God's Eye_.

Daniel A. Hartung
Birch Grove Software     
dhartung@chinet.chi.il.us

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 16:48:56 GMT
From: craigb@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Subject: Re: Recycling short stories

> Other authors do that too.  "Way of the Pilgrim" by Gordon Dickson came
> from an earlier short story. I think that if they get a good reaction to
> the short story then they go and write a book about it.

Just to beat it to death, also might mention Orson Scott Card's _Ender's
Game_, Greg Bear's _Blood Music_ and _Eon_, and (I think) Philip Jose
Farmer's _To Your Scattered Bodies Go_.

So not only do other authors do that, they also get Hugo's and Nebula's for
it.

Craig

------------------------------

Date: 9 Jul 91 22:07:51 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Recycling short stories

craigb@awdprime.austin.ibm.com writes:
>> ...an earlier short story. I think that if they get a good reaction to
>> the short story then they go and write a book about it.
>
>Just to beat it to death, also might mention Orson Scott Card's _Ender's
>Game_, Greg Bear's _Blood Music_ and _Eon_, and (I think) Philip
Jose Farmer's _To Your Scattered Bodies Go_.
>
>So not only do other authors do that, they also get Hugo's and Nebula's
>for it.

I was not aware of those particular examples, but that's doubly interesting
considering I've seen remarks in several books saying that it's *usually*
the kiss of death in regard to awards for something to have been expanded
from a previously published work of shorter length.

Monument was one such example.

Maybe I misunderstood, and it's just that awards are much less likely to be
awarded to both the short and the long form, but no problem with one or the
other? That would make sense.

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 08:57:34 GMT
From: guddt@uniwa.uwa.oz.au (David Bennett)
Subject: Re: Recycling short stories

Yes it is very common practice.  A.E. Van Vogt did it A LOT and even Ursula
K. Le Guin did it with the short story "Semly's Necklace" turning it into
Rocannans world.

David Bennett
University Computer Club
guddt@uniwa.uwa.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 16:55:40 GMT
From: seanodon@gn.ecn.purdue.edu (Aragorn)
Subject: Re: Recycling short stories

[In response to an observation of Niven using short stories as a basis for
a novel.]

I'm surprised no one has mentioned A.C. Clarke in this discussion.  He has
made several of his short stories and novellas into full length novels.

	    Original                    Novel

	    "The Sentinal"              basis for _2001:Space Odyssey_
	    "Medusa"(?)                 parts used in _2010:Odyssey Two_
	    "The Songs of Distant       _The Songs of Distant Earth_
		      Earth"
	    _Against the Fall of        _The City and the Stars_ and
	       Night_ (novella)            _Beyond the Fall of Night_ (new)
	    "The Overlords"(?)          _Childhood's End_

The (?) indicates that these stories have had various titles.  This is all
I can think of currently.  There are probably more, as since I have yet to
read all of Clarke's writings.

seanodon@ecn.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 17:22:26 GMT
From: cuddles@tardis.computer-science.edinburgh.ac.uk
Subject: Short story or Novel First Draft?

As I remember, I once picked up a Vonda M. McIntyre compilation, and I
think about half of the short stories ended up as first chapters to
novels - Fireflight, I think it was called.

mjcugley@uk.ac.dund.mcs
cuddles@uk.ac.ed.cs.tardis

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 12:31:47 GMT
From: schar@ssdvx2.mdcbbs.com
Subject: Re: recycling short stories 

brooksp@hpcc01.HP.COM (Peter Brooks) writes:
> Some of the short story recycling comes from what I'll call the Analog
> effect.  A fairly new (more or less) writer may do a story and get it
> published in a magazine, and it then may even get anthologized.  After a
> while, the author may see that there's more to the story (or it may be
> that the story was extracted from a work in process to begin with), and a
> novel is born.
>
> I've seen this happen a fair amount with stories that have appeared in
> Analog, only to show up in books in longer form.

Sometimes they just get stuck into books in their same form.  John
Shirley's _Eclipse_ trilogy recycles several of his short stories verbatim,
without really even working them into the plot.  I was disappointed in this
when I read the _Eclipse_ books; I enjoy Shirley's writing and I felt
cheated when I ran into parts of the novel I had read in other places not
long before.

Brian Schar
McDonnell Douglas Space Systems Company
Huntington Beach, CA
schar@ssdvax.mdcbbs.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 13:13:08 GMT
From: craigb@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Subject: Re: recycling short stories

Brings to mind one of my favorite SF books of all time:

_Tuf Voyaging_ by George R. R. Martin

A "novel" that's actually a collection of short stories about Haviland Tuf,
Ecological Engineer, his cats, and his salvaged 30 kilometer Ecological
Engineering Corp seedship, the Ark. I think Martin wrote some parts just
for the book to fill in the gaps between stories, and he did an excellent
job (IMHO, of course).

Craig 

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 18:20:59 GMT
From: rolf@sparc1.icat.co.jp (Rolf Wilson)
Subject: Re: recycling short stories

Expanding short stories into novels, either by writing bridges between
stories or by increasing wordage is VERY common. Please don't drag up every
example you can think of - they are not rare.  If someone doesn't believe
me, I will post a list of 100 examples.

Rolf Wilson
Illinois State Geological Survey
rolf@sparc1.isgs.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: Tue, 9 Jul 91 15:31 EDT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

Title:     The Lost City of Zork
By:        Robin Bailey
Publisher: Avon (February 1991)
Format:    pb, 300pp, $4.50
ISBN:      0-380-75389-8

   This novel set in the world of Infocom's popular Zork fantasy game is
just as much silly fun as one might expect, and a vast improvement indeed
on George Alec Effinger's incoherent _The_Zork_Chronicles_ (RR#70).  The
characters are stock and the setting is familiar, but the puns are
delightfully awful and the in-jokes appropriate.  Enjoy.

Title:     D'Shai
By:        Joel Rosenberg
Publisher: Berkeley/Ace (February 1991)
Format:    pb, 327pp, $4.95
ISBN:      0-441-15751-3

  This is a fine, original fantasy (first of a series) reminiscent in some
ways of Steven Brust's Taltos novels but clearly not derivative of them.
In D'Shai, a troubled kingdom somewhat resembling medieval Japan, society
is rigidly caste-ridden.  Each cast has a `kazuh', or gift of power.  The
protagonist is born into an acrobatic troupe, but does not have an
acrobat's kazuh, nor any of the other fifty-one kinds his society
recognizes.  He will, eventually, find out what it is; but he must survive,
and solve a murder which shatters his life, first.  Very tasty stuff, and
recommended.

------------------------------

Date: Tue, 9 Jul 91 15:27 EDT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

Title:     The Eye of the World
By:        Robert Jordan
Publisher: TOR (February 1990)
Format:    pb, 814pp, $3.95
ISBN:      0-812-51181-6

   Yes, it's time for Yet Another Epic Quest Fantasy.  Jordan's oeuvre
before this consisted mainly of Conan pastiches; clearly this is his best
shot at the big time, and TOR has packaged and promoted it as such.  And,
to be fair, it's not a bad read; more originality here than the comparable
_Memory,_Sorrow,_and_Thorn_ (RR#41), though the writing's not as good.  If
you like quest fantasies to begin with, you'll enjoy this.  Volume II is
already out, and III presumably in the pipeline.

Title:     The General
By:        S.M. Stirling & David Drake
Publisher: Baen Books (February 1991)
Format:    pb, 324pp, $4.95
ISBN:      0-671-72037-6

   So here we have one of the best writers in military SF (Stirling) paired
with one of the worst (Drake) and what do we get?  Something in the
middle...a strictly-according-to-formula plot detailing the trials of a
conquering hero (Drake) set in an unusually interesting world (Stirling).
Points to the duo for having coming up with an unusually clever SFnal way
to rationalize the ancient motif of the warrior chosen by a higher power
which, alas, can only advise, not intervene.  The rest is pretty much what
you'd expect; battle, battle, intrigue, battle, battle, sex scene, battle,
battle, and more battle.

Title:     Judson's Eden
By:        Keith Laumer
Publisher: Baen Books (February 1991)
Format:    pb, 379pp, $4.95
ISBN:      0-671-72038-4

   If anyone needs evidence that Keith Laumer has degenerated into a hack
with his one or two good ideas thoroughly ridden into the ground, this book
would provide it.  This is wretched garbage reminiscent of the worst
pulpfic of the 1930s - you won't believe either the characters, the
science, the plot or the writing, and Laumer's attempt to cram the
wish-fulfillment fantasies down your throat is just too obvious.  Handle
with insulated tongs only.

Title:     Krispos Rising
By:        Harry Turtledove
Publisher: DelRey (February 1991)
Format:    pb, 353pp, $4.95
ISBN:      0-345-36118-0

  This book, set in the world of Turtledove's _Videssos_Cycle_, is
well-crafted and enjoyable.  And if you find the peasant-rises-to- Emperor
plot implausible, consider that Videssos is a fairly close take on
historical Byzantium in which such things happened more than once!  Never
mind that this is packaged as book one of a trilogy; buy it and have fun.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 02:25:40 GMT
From: fizban@hogbbs.scol.pa.us (Kaz )
Subject: Dragonlance

Anyone read any Dragonlance novels?? I have read the chronicles, legends, I
like "The Legend of Huma", what do you guys/gals out there like/dislike
about Dragonlance novels?

Later.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 12:03:22 GMT
From: paone@aramis.rutgers.edu (Phil Paone)
Subject: Re: Dragonlance

Yes, I have read and enjoyed all tghe Drangonlance books.  This is no small
feat since there are now about 30 of them.  They are mostly harmless,
nothing great about them but they are very entertaining.

My favorite character among the leads would be Laurana.  She seemed to
develop the most of the course of the series.  All the characters have a
definite character and they all seem to mature an grow throughout the
series.

I never played the role playing game that the books are loosely based on,
but it is obvious that a lot of thought went into creating the world of
Krynn.  My only minor complaint is that their world seems too small.

Phil Paone
attmail!ppaone
!rutgers.edu!aramis.edu!ppaone
paone@aramis.rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 12:18:48 GMT
From: daved@cbnewsl.cb.att.com (david.dougherty)
Subject: Re: Dragonlance

fizban@hogbbs.scol.pa.us (Kaz ) writes:
>Anyone read any Dragonlance novels?? I have read the chronicles, legends,
>I like "The Legend of Huma", what do you guys/gals out there like/dislike
>about Dragonlance novels?

I'm reading the first installment of the _Chronicles_ series (_Dragons of
Autumn Twilight_) now. It's slow reading. What this means is that I don't
find the book that interesting. Usually, I devour books that I really
enjoy.  I guess I've read too much of this genre of fiction - the book is
very predictable and not very original (from what I've seen so far). The
main problem I have with the book is that the characters seem so one
dimensional. The authors don't give many details. Also, the scenes start
abruptly and end all too quickly; I feel as though I'm being rushed through
the plot. The writing isn't really crisp. I know, "bitch, bitch, bitch..."
*sigh*

I plan on reading the rest of _Chronicles_. I hope it gets better,
although, I don't really care - just reading is enough for me. When I
finish the first book (should be tonight) I'll post again.

David W. Dougherty 
UNIX System Laboratories, Inc.
ARPA: dwd@attunix.att.COM
UUCP: ...!att!attunix!dwd

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 19:34:11 GMT
From: aw1s+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew David Weiland)
Subject: Re: Dragonlance

fizban@hogbbs.scol.pa.us (Kaz ) writes,
>Anyone read any Dragonlance novels?? I have read the chronicles, legends,
>I like "The Legend of Huma", what do you guys/gals out there like/dislike
>about Dragonlance novels?

Hmm, a Dragonlance fan.

I've read the Dragonlance Chronicles, the Legends series, the first two
short story collections, and two Dragonlance novels; Legend of Huma
(Richard Knaak) and Darkness and Light (Sturm and Kitiara; i've forgotten
the authors).  I've also seen most of the Dragonlance RPG stuff, and played
the early Dragonlance modules.

I enjoyed very much the Weis-Hickman stories, and really enjoyed the short
stories by Richard Knaak.  Unfortunately his novel, while good, wasn't a
match for his short fiction.  His non-Dragonlance "Dragonhelm" novels are
very non-exceptional and too derivative.  I'd rather read the average Piers
Anthony novel than read a Dragonhelm book; the former is at least
entertaining.

The other stories weren't anything special, though some were good as simple
adventure stories.  Of late i've cut down on simple adventure stories, so i
didn't bother to check out the other novels, with the exception of the
first.  "Darkness and Light" is one of the best simple adventure stories
i've read, though it fails in character development (the writers never
manage to make the characters their own; a hazard when you're using someone
else's work).

Dragonlance works for me as high fantasy with a few elements of sword &
sorcery thrown in.  One gamer called it a link between the realms of
Tolkien and modern fantasy.  Maybe so.  You could do a lot worse than the
Chronicles.
  
The other books are just swords & sorcery, without the elements that make
some swords & sorcery exceptional (again, Knaak is an exception).

If you enjoyed the Dragonlance Chronicles, you might like to know that:

Margaret Weis and Tracy Hickman went on to write three series for Bantam
books.  All three involved fantasy settings and well-detailed worlds.
These are the Darksword Adventures (world of magic), Rose of the Prophet
(Arabian setting, world of the gods), and the Death Gate cycle (four worlds
and four magic systems; i haven't read this one).
  
I really enjoyed the Darksword series.  Each book, by introducing new
elements, manages to top the previous volume.  Personally i didn't like the
Rose of the Prophet series; there's too much of an emphasis on humor, and
the plots don't come together in the end.  There are many elements from
Arabic folk tales, which IMHO don't work in this (agresssively
polytheistic) setting.

Just a few words from your friendly neighborhood fantasy critic.

Andrew D. M. U. Weiland
aw1s@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	  Books - Anthony & Baldwin & Barker (2 msgs) & Benford &
                  Brust & Dickson & Merril & Pournelle & Reamy &
                  Rucker & Reviews & Chinese in SF & Comics List

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 91 13:46:12 GMT
From: raleff@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu 
Subject: Re: Piers anthony's Cluster series

> I've heard that the last two books in the Cluster series, "Thousandstar"
> and "Viscous Circle" take place as if the conclusion reached in _Kirlian
> Quest_ never happened. I suggested that the last two books might take
> place at the same time as _Kirlian Quest_, or even before, so that, in
> the books themselves, the conclusion hadn't come yet.  What you do think?

   Does it really matter all that much, I mean Thousandstar and Viscous
Circle only are set in the same universe, otherwise they are completely
isolated from the others.

   The Cluster TRILOGY is some of Anthony's best works IMHO.  Far better
than the Xanth trash he put out post Night Mare and pre-Vale in the Vole.

Cliff Chen
raleff@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 91 12:14:04 GMT
From: Charlie_Cochran.McLean_CSD@xerox.com
Subject: Baldwin9s Helmsman, etc.

In reply to Steve Hayes' question, I can recommend the series, if you like
pure space opera, with good technical detail on the hardware and the fleet.
Don't expect great characterization or plotting, but the action is good.
(Roger Lincoln's comments on the plots are quite accurate).

By the way, does anyone besides me seem to detect a certain similarity to
the Hornblower novels of C.S. Forrester (sp?) in Helmsman Brim's career?

Charlie Cochran
XEROX Corp.
McLean, VA
ccoch.mclean_csd@xerox.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 13:10:32 GMT
From: klaus@diku.dk (Klaus Ole Kristiansen)
Subject: Re: TOME and M.A.R. Barker to re-publish EPT

Is this book containing anything worthwhile, or is it just a collection of
disgusting rituals like the one recently found in the Tekumel digest?

Klaus O K

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 91 18:29:03 GMT
From: alberti@cs.umn.edu (Albatross)
Subject: Re: TOME and M.A.R. Barker to re-publish EPT

klaus@diku.dk (Klaus Ole Kristiansen) writes:
>Is this book containing anything worthwhile, or is it just a collection of
>disgusting rituals like the one recently found in the Tekumel digest?

Depends on your point of view, doesn't it?  Are you sure you're approaching
it with an open mind?

Actually, the preface (quite lengthy) is fascinating: it deals with the
philosophy and history of Tekumel, the nature of noble and ignoble actions
("lan" and "bussan"), magic, and the gods.  Each of the longer summonings,
like those for the major demons, has several fascinating parts.  There is
usually a description of the nature of the demon, and its plane of origin.
Often there is a folktale regarding the demon intended to warn anyone
actually considering conducting a summons.  Notations such as "[at this
point the name of the mage is rubbed out, and the name 'Subadim' has been
inscribed over it]" give hints of some of the background of Tekumel.  And
at least one individual in England has made a science of interpreting the
glyphs which represent each demon.

If you are truly put-off by the details of the summoning, I would say that
you would still find 75-80% of the Book of Ebon Bindings to be
nonoffensive.  And yes, it's worth reading.

Bob Alberti  
Micro and Wkstn Networks Ctr.
U of MN
alberti@boombox.micro.UMN.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 91 08:40:59 GMT
From: matt@physics16.berkeley.edu (Matt Austern)
Subject: Nitpicky question about _Timescape_

I read Timescape, by Greg Benford, a while ago, and a tiny thing about it
bothered me a little.  This is the Net, so maybe someone else actually
cares about this kind of minutia.

A few times, some characters discuss a certain American physicist, whose
name is given as "Richard Feynmann."  As any other physics type out there
will realize, this is incorrect: his name is actually spelled "Feynman."

The peculiar thing is that although Feynman's name is consistently
misspelled in the first half of the book, it is consistently spelled
correctly in the second half.

So two questions.  First: I have a "First Pocket Books printing," printed
in July, 1981.  Do other editions still have this typo, if typo it is?
Second: supposing that this isn't a typo, does it mean anything?

Matt Austern
(415) 644-2618
matt@physics.berkeley.edu
austern@lbl.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 91 15:59:22 GMT
From: kimshi@wpi.wpi.edu (Erik Currin)
Subject: Steven Brust's _Jhereg_

Steven Brust's _Jhereg_ has GOT to be one of the most captivating, awesome,
exciting, nail-biting, thumping good stories I have read in quite some time
(and I read VERY frequently).

Its main character is an assassin. You'll just have to read it yourself to
enjoy it as much as I did.

WHOEVER RECOMMENDED BRUST TO ME, THANK YOU.  I OWE YOU A HUGE FAVOR.

Anybody know the full list of books by Brust? I might just be FORCED to
pick them up if they are as good as this one. Maybe I'll review it.
Well, later.

Erik Currin           
W.P.I  Box 817        
100 Institute Rd. 
Worcester, MA 01609-2280           
kimshi@wpi.wpi.edu           

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 12:02:42 GMT
From: slh@bbt.com (Scott Horn)
Subject: Young Bleys - Comments

I'm curious as to what other think of Young Bleys.  I just finished reading
it and have read the rest of the books in the Childe Cycle.

SPOILERS to follow:

Overall the book was interesting enough to finish, Dickson's development of
Bleys as a character and his exploration of belief systems is interesting,
but I had a couple of major problems with book.

1. The Editing: This seemed to be done very sloppily on this book.  There
were several memorable passages that were just horribly contorted and tough
for the reader to follow.  Sorry, I can't quote since I returned the book
to the local library.

There were also themes that Dickson kept harping on, for example the fact
that Bleys can resolve problems more easily by sleeping on them.  There
were at least four occasions in which Dickson goes to great pains to
explain and re-explain this point.  After a while I got the feeling that
during the writing he jumped around and worked on different chapters and
then the editing didn't catch these sorts of problems.

2. Characterization: The last scene of the book parallels the opening scene
of the Final Encyclopedia, except that it is told from Bleys' point of
view.  It seemed to me that Bleys really acted out of character in this
scene.  The entire book he had been portrayed as a highly intelligent and
calculating person, but not one that is innately evil.  Yet, in this scene,
he seems to be enjoying the discomfort of Hal's tutors and seems out of
control.  This behavior is not even totally explainable by the murder he
has just had to commit or his feelings of losing control of the situation.
The whole scene seemed attempt to shoe it into the framework established by
the Final Encyc. and didn't ring true for me.

The book was still interesting, but I am disappointed that Dickson is
choosing to expend his energy on this book and the forthcoming Bleys book.
I would rather see a continuation of the storyline from the main Childe
Cycle.  This book and the previous book on Hal (sorry, I read it but can't
remember the name) are very long on characterization but don't seem to
advance the overall telling of the Cycle.  I wonder if Dickson is having
trouble coming up with the resolution of the Cycle.  The pacing of these
last two books differs noticeably from the early Cycle books.

What do others think?

Scott L. Horn
BroadBand Technologies, Inc.
(919)544-6850 Ext 223
Internet:slh%bbt@mcnc.mcnc.org
BITNET:	slh%bbt%mcnc.mcnc.org@CUNYVM
Usenet:	...!mcnc!mcnc!bbt!slh

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 91 05:54:26 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (The Film Fan Man)
Subject: Re: Judith Merril book list

repnomar@leland.Stanford.EDU (Janet M. Lafler) writes:
>Missing from your list was _Tesseracts_, a volume of Canadian science
>fiction which Merril edited and which came out in 1988. As far as I know,
>it's out only in Canadian edition, not US.

Correct. It might also be worth noting that there are two more TESSERACTS
volumes, though they were edited by other hands.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 20:05:38 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: War World

I've being enjoying Pournelle's "War World" anthologies.

They're not something I'd have expected to enjoy - if you must have a
classification, call them generally-low-tech military sf but, the writing
is engaging and sometimes thoughtful.

The anthologies (three are out) are set in Pournelle's future history: The
breakup of the First Interstellar Empire has been triggered by the Sauron
Secession.  All the bioengineered Sauron Soldiers have been wiped out
except for a single ship of them which got away, found an isolated colony
world, and proceeded to take it over.  At least, they started to take it
over.

Most of the stories take place three to five centuries down the road.  The
Saurons have a dominant position, but face considerable opposition, most of
the high tech has been destroyed or lost, the rest of humanity on this
world is adapting, largely through a gradual acquisition of Sauron genes.
(The world in question is only marginally habitable, and selective
pressures are very strong.)

This series has an interesting probable end which seems to be telegraphed:
The Second Empire will rediscover this world after a thousand years or so.
What they will find will be a world of people who have just defeated the
Saurons.  Except that, genetically, they will be Saurons, which will pose
an interesting set of dilemmas.

Several of the stories surround Harry Turtledove's rather heavy-handed
retelling of the Oedipus story, which I could have done without.  For the
most part, the cultures in the conflict (the world, Haven, was a dumping
ground for Earth's worst problem children) are the real 'heroes' of this
series.

2.5 stars out of four.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 91 23:33:00 GMT
From: BA01@swtexas.bitnet
Subject: More about Tom Reamy

David Golfarb (goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu)
>   Sadly, you aren't wrong. There was also a short-story collection called
>_San Diego Lightfoot Sue and Other Stories_. The two books were all Reamy
>ever published. They're both very good; as you said, reminiscent of
>Bradbury. Although I would say that Reamy had a slightly sharper edge to

In Harlan Ellison's intro to the book, he mentioned two stories of Reamy's
which would be published in Ellison's _The Final Dangerous Visions_ and in
_New Voices IV_: "Potiphee, Petey, and Me" and "M is for the Million
Things" respectively.  Anybody know what the status is of either of these
stories or collections?

Ellison also mentioned the publications Reamy worked on: "Trumpet" and
"Nickolodeon" from the 60's - 70's.  Can any of these be found?  I wonder
if anyone has a copy of the Ellison's fanzine, "Dimensions," which Ellison
says has a cover drawn by Reamy?

Thanks in advance for any info.

Bernie Asher
ba01@swtexas.bitnet
ba01%swtexas.bitnet@ricevm1.rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 91 17:54:31 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Rudy Rucker

cdg@GAMMA.BELLCORE.COM (Carol Gechtberg) writes:
>Several people have told me to pick up Rucker's Wetware series, but I
>don't know anything about it.

Some people really love that stuff because it is very creative, lots of
action, sex, drugs, violence, super high tech, etc.

Others of us think it is pure schlock, with interesting ideas presented
quite unbelievably, bad writing, bad science, etc.

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: Mon, 15 Jul 91 13:17 EDT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

Title:     Robot Visions
By:        Isaac Asimov
Publisher: ROC (March 1991)
Format:    pb, 482pp, $4.99
ISBN:      0-451-45064-7

   This book collects most of Asimov's positronic-robot short stories
("Catch That Rabbit!" and "Escape!", both anthologized in _I_Robot_, are
missing).  No further recommendation ought to be necessary; these are
classics of the field.  If you've never read them, you have a treat in
store.  If you have, buy this to have them collected in one place.  As a
bonus, it includes a number of interesting nonfiction essays by Asimov on
robotics and his robot stories.

Title:     The Fall of Hyperion
By:        Dan Simmons
Publisher: Bantam (March 1991)
Format:    pb, 517pp, $6.95
ISBN:      0-553-28820-2

  This isn't exactly a sequel to last year's terrific _Hyperion_; they are
parts one and two of a meganovel which is unquestionably one of the best
large-screen SF epics of the last decade.  There's so *much* good stuff in
these novels that I'm not even going to try to synopsize them - just urge
you to buy them and prepare to be delighted, provoked, thrilled,
stimulated, challenged, and entertained.  Incredible stuff, up there with
the best work being done in hard SF today.

Title:     Forsake the Sky
By:        Tim Powers
Publisher: TOR (April 1991)
Format:    pb, 217pp, $2.95
ISBN:      0-812-54973-2

   This revised edition of a 1976 Laser Book is a fluffy bit of Sabatini
pastiche that one can enjoy as pure fun.  But there's something else of
interest here; this was the first novel of the man who's since become the
best historical fantasist writing today, author of _The_Drawing_Of_The_
Dark_, _The_Anubis_Gates_, and _On_Stranger_Tides_.  This look at Powers's
style in embryo should especially intrigue fans of his later books.

Title:     Down the Bright Way
By:        Robert Reed
Publisher: Bantam (April 1991)
Format:    pb, 312pp, $4.50
ISBN:      0-553-28923-3

   The plot centered on human attempts to make sense of a universe studded
with the artifacts of godlike Makers is a venerable SF trope, providing an
equivalent of creation myths for the post-religious world.  In this novel
the author finds a new change to ring on the theme; Earth itself is an
artifact, with a million counterparts along a hyperspatial highway called
the Bright Way.  Myriad variants of humanity have been touched by the quest
for the Makers; now the initiator of that quest has come to Earth and
encounters the first serious threat to her mission in the two million years
of her extended lifespan.  For, at the *other* end of the explored Way, a
terrible threat has arisen, bringing with it a fundamental challenge to the
ethic of the quest.  You may disagree with the conclusion of the book (I
did) but you will find Reed's vision compelling and thought-provoking.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 01:37:12 GMT
From: RBLEILER@prime.mhsl.uab.edu
Subject: re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #304

I was friendly with E. Hoffmann Price (note correctly spelled middle name -
he used to joke that nobody could spell it correctly except by accident!)
for the last few years before his death in 1988, two weeks shy of his 90th
birthday.  A neat guy.  He held strong opinions on everything and was never
one to shy from expressing them, though he did so with charm.  He used to
say that he "bitched up" THE DEVIL WIVES OF LI FONG and THE JADE
ENCHANTRESS by making them fantasy: He preferred straight adventure, with a
weird overtone when possible, and once told me what changes to make in
order to turn both novels into mainstram adventures.  I miss the old guy -
he was virtually the last of a generation.  

All best.

Richard Bleiler
RBleiler@UABDPO

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 16:29:51 GMT
From: IANR012@unlvm.bitnet (Bill Hayes)
Subject: Comics List

I hope I'm not taking advantage of Saul Jaffe in announcing a BITNET Comic
Book list, COMICS-L, available at UNLVM.BITNET or UNLVM.UNL.EDU.  Format
for subscribing to COMICS-L is the same as other lists.  This is a
moderated list in digest form with an issue rate of once a week.

I am encouraging discussion of all facets of comic book collecting,
including reviews, criticism, ect.  Areas of particular interest include
comic book "science" (why it would/wouldn't work in the first place),
comics writing, art, and trivia.  This list is limited to above ground
comics.  Proper network manners should be observed.  Treat folks like you
would expect to be treated and you won't stray into trouble.

Bill Hayes
COMICS-L list moderator
IANR012@UNLVM

------------------------------
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Date: 17 Jul 91 08:23:27 GMT
From: matt@physics16.berkeley.edu (Matt Austern)
Subject: Re: Dhalgren

Dan'l DanehyOakes responds to my question about why Dhalgren is considered
SF:

Thanks, Dan'l, for taking the trouble to respond.  Sorry, I didn't realize
that this discussion had taken place many times before.  I'm a bit
surprised, actually - I've been reading the Net for a while, and I've never
seen it.
 
> (Incidentally: those devices - the 'light-shields', in themselves are
> sufficient _excuse_ for calling DHALGREN science fiction, if the more
> abstruse arguments don't hold for you.)

I don't really like saying that a work is SF if it contains technology that
doesn't exist in the present world.  It seems to me that this would
incorrectly classify a great many novels as SF.  (As an utterly trivial
example, what if an author slips, and has a computer do something beyond
the capacity of today's machines?)

I'd want to put on some more restrictions than that: that the absence of
the technology from the present world is important to the story, for
example, or that it *feels* as if we're dealing with futuristic technology.

On the other hand, you yourself characterized this as more an "excuse" than
a reason, so I'll discuss your more interesting argument.

> You have to begin by understanding how Delany _views_ SF.  "SF is not
> about the future at all," he says (quoting from memory).  "SF presents a
> significant distortion of the present."

That's an interesting characterization.  And yes, I agree that that's an
essential characteristic of SF.  My problem (perhaps I should have been
more explicit about this) is that I don't think it uniquely describes SF.

There's a certain type of "distortion of the present" that feels like SF,
while other types (magic realism, for example) don't.  I don't know how to
characterize the distinction very precisely, but I do know that under no
circumstances would I call Garcia Marquez a science fiction writer.  (Nor
would I say that of Kafka, who distorts the present in yet another way.)

Perhaps the distinction is that in a science fiction novel, a reader
recognizes the world as something other than the world he or she lives in.
In magic realist novels, the world is the same, but simply happens to
contain impossible events.  (I don't insist on this particular distinction
- - I'm struggling to express something that I don't have very precise ideas
about.)

When I wondered why Dhalgren ought to be thought of as science fiction,
that's what I was really thinking about.  It didn't feel to me as if Delany
was presenting an alternate reality in the same way as science fiction
normally does: if I had to stick a label on it, I would be much more likely
to call it magic realism than science fiction.

Matt Austern
(415) 644-2618
matt@physics.berkeley.edu
austern@lbl.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 91 08:39:20 GMT
From: repnomar@leland.stanford.edu (Janet M. Lafler)
Subject: Re: Dhalgren-bashing

cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin) writes:
>Anyone with the manhood, or womynhood, to publicly deny either or both of
>the following two points, please speak up.  Then I'll know who to flame.
>
>1) While Delany's novels have many complex subplots, they are often
>missing a tight master plot. Many are sexually explicit to the point of
>extreme offensiveness.

This obviously depends on what offends you.  I am not generally offended by
explicit descriptions of sex - or rather, I'm generally not offended by
such descriptions *because* they are explicit, though I may be upset by
them for some other reason.  (Notice I say "upset," not "offended."  I'm
not sure what it would mean to be offended by a piece of writing.  Angered,
disturbed, perhaps insulted, but not offended.)

I've never been offended by any of Delany's sexually explicit writing (that
I've read).

>2) Delany is a brilliant sf writer.

While I'm not a Delany-basher, it took me quite a while to begin to
understand what all the fuss was about.  In fact, I wasn't able to finish
any of his longer fiction (longer than a short story, that is) until I had
read his memoir, _The Motion of Light in Water_, and became so interested
in him as a person that I was able to read a couple of his books.  I still
find his style wordy, pompous and overwritten; I have a lot of respect for
his ideas and what he's trying to do with his fiction, but I have never
enjoyed any of his fiction as much as I've enjoyed his critical writing and
memoirs (which I think are brilliant).

Janet
repnomar@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 18:48:25 GMT
From: abacus!jmf@fernwood.mpk.ca.us (Joan Frankel)
Subject: Re: Dhalgren-bashing

cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin) writes:
>Anyone with the manhood, or womynhood, to publicly deny either or both of
>the following two points, please speak up.  Then I'll know who to flame.
>
>1) While Delany's novels have many complex subplots, they are often
>missing a tight master plot. Many are sexually explicit to the point of
>extreme offensiveness.  And the flow of events Delany depicts is often
>convoluted to the point of incoherence.
>
>2) Delany is a brilliant sf writer.

I'll go for (1). You phrased it concisely and well. I disagree with (2).

I find early Delany novels annoyingly superficial. They came out during the
60's, when various other authors were trying to do character development
typical of mainstream fiction, then a newie for sf, but Delany settled for
using hippie stereotypes as his heroes (as opposed to old-school stalwart
explorers) and sent them on fairly pedestrian star-hopping adventures.

I can remember very little to remark on in these novels.  The language was
tight and colorful, which I go for; the plots were simple-minded, which I
find insulting and pandering to hippie sentiments, an old antagonism of
mine.

In the 1st one that wasn't straight space-opera, Delany establishes a
character with a brain injury where the guy is effectively blinded by
having his optic nerve OR optic brain centers (it's not clear which Delany
intended) "stuck on", giving the guy a permanent psychedelic fireworks
display in place of sight.  I've never read of this actually happening.
People with damage to the nerves involved with hearing often are left with
a permanent, constant ringing sound.  It usually doesn't render them deaf
to other sounds, just permanently irritated.  Perhaps that's where Delany
got the idea, but of course it wouldn't have been as much fun to describe
and wouldn't have advanced his plot.

In 'The Einstein Intersection', a roving bunch of people who have adopted
the names and personas of 60's Culture Heros (Billy the Kid and such) have
picnics and play out nebulous romantic relationships typical of 60's
society.  They are sort-of-eventually revealed to be aliens vacationing on
earth in the far future.  Nothing much is done with this revelation.

The reason I even read any of his novels to begin with was that I had been
lead on by his amazing short fiction.  The guy was an astoundingly good
short story writer, something that has completely gone by the wayside.
These days his short stuff is as rambling and semi-comprehensible as his
long stuff.

Then came Dhalgren, along with worshipful endorsements by Sturgeon and
other writers whose reputations straddled the old and new sf community,
begging everyone to accept this as a true work of genius.

I found it another aimless but readable ramble, marked by lots of explicit,
offensive (to me) sex scenes.  The only things stylistically new were the
length of the novel, the explicit sex and a plot more vague than anything
previous.

Later, I'm not sure when, Delany became a public convert to the linguistic
philosophy of semiotics.

For anyone who doesn't yet know, this is where you argue endlessly about
the speciality of meanings of words and events thought to the general
populace to be clear as crystal; the meaning-of-meaning discussion
currently wending its merry way through sf-lovers is a good example of how
fruitless and boring this line of reasoning can be.  For my money, if you
REALLY don't agree with or understand what someone else insists he means,
you are obviously speaking a different language, despite its surface
resemblance to the other guy's chosen tongue.  Case closed.

At first, Delany just published essays and earnest correspondences with
Ursula Le Guin on the subject.  He now prefaces his novels with long, long
lectures on this stuff, as well as shoving whole chapters into each
narrative which attempt to establish his beliefs in the the body of the
text.

I find this stuff unreadable.  It's painful to even try.  It gets so far in
the way of any story being told that I can't remember the story by the time
he gets back to it.  I'm sure Delany would explain my difficulty at
following his narrative as a good example of what he's trying to prove, but
I'm equally sure I'm just bored to death.

He can obviously still write coherently when he wants to; see his 2
autobiographical books, Heavenly Breakfast and the recent one whose name I
can't remember.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 91 16:22:07 GMT
From: djdaneh@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Re: Dhalgren

jay@banzai.PCC.COM (Jay Schuster) writes:
>_Nova_ seems to be pretty pure SF, with _Triton_ being close (though the
>whole novel deals with issues that would only be popularized by Varley
>decades later).

Huh?

TRITON is 1976 - the heyday of Varley was around '75-'80.  I think this is
more a case of it steam-engines when it come steam-engine time than
anything else.

NOVA is certainly the most "mainstream" SF book Delany's written, though
most of the works preceding it (EMPIRE STAR, THE FALL OF THE TOWERS
[trilogy], THE BALLAD OF BETA-2, BABEL-17, A FABULOUS, FORMLESS DARKNESS
[THE EINSTEIN INTERSECTION]) are pretty straightforward SF.  All but FALL
and THE JEWELS OF APTOR (which I left off the list because it borders on
fantasy) are pretty much space opera, as is NOVA and as is STARS...  The
point is that Delany writes _literate_, intelligent space opera.

>Delany concentrates on social issues, interactions, and commentary.  His
>wonderful insights are what make _Triton_, _Dhalgren_, the Neveryon books,
>and _Stars..._ such wonderful reads.

Well, that's _one_ of the things that make them such wonderful reads.

>I mean, name another writer that can write an interspecies gay bathhouse
>scene and have it work.  And then you've got the issues it raises (how can
>it be gay when there are intelligent beings that don't even remotely
>resemble humans in their form or sexuality?).

Well, I think the point is that in a very real way the evelm _do_ resemble
humans in their sexuality despite having three sexes.  Delany's point is
that sexuality isn't a matter of biology but desire.  What you desire
sexually can vary wildly from person to person; Delany's own obsession with
bitten nails is pretty obvious.  I may be reading my own views into Delany,
but he seems to be presenting humanity as trisexual: if it's sexual, some
human will try it.

And note that he presents desire/sexuality as something not at all
resembling what we mean when we say _love_.  He's describing a purely
physical desire.

>In _Dhalgren_, you have (among other things) a detailed social analysis of
>an anarchy.  You have people trying to continue their lives as before.
>You have people trying to build a new society.  You have profiteers.  You
>have parasites.  All of them interact.

Another good reading.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 91 16:27:38 GMT
From: djdaneh@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Re: Dhalgren-bashing

cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin) writes:
>Anyone with the manhood, or womynhood, to publicly deny either or both of
>the following two points, please speak up.  Then I'll know who to flame.

Well, I won't _deny_ them, but I'll correct them.

>1) While Delany's novels have many complex subplots, they are often
>missing a tight master plot. Many are sexually explicit to the point of
>extreme offensiveness.  And the flow of events Delany depicts is often
>convoluted to the point of incoherence.

1) Delany's novels have many complex plots.  Most of them have a tightly
integrated major plot.  The exception is DHALGREN, which does indeed have a
main plot, but it is deliberately fragmented (and, further, not based in
explicit action).

Many are sexually explicit to the point where they offend bluenoses.

The flow of events Delany depicts is often complex enough that they require
very close reading and seem incoherent to those unwilling or unable to
bring that attention to bear on what they think of only as "entertainment."

>2) Delany is a brilliant sf writer.

Delany is a brilliant writer.

>For a little personal-bias textbite, I read the first two thirds of _Stars
>In My Pocket Like Grains Of Sand_, skimmed the last third, and loathed it
>all (except the first forty pages).  My knowledge of other Delany novels
>is entirely indirect.

Really?  Amazing how you brag of your ignorance.  I'd be ashamed to make
such sweeping statements about a writer I'd read less than one book by.

------------------------------

Date: Mon, 15 Jul 91 13:15 EDT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

Title:     Smart Dragons, Foolish Elves
By:        Alan Dean Foster and Martin Greenberg (eds)
Publisher: Ace (April 1991)
Format:    pb, 339pp, $4.95,
ISBN:      0-441-18481-2

   This anthology of humorous fantasy offers a lot more substance and
variety than most of its type.  One story - Harvey Jacobs's rumbustious
_Th_Egg_Of_The_Glak_ from 1960 --- is worth the price of admission all by
itself.  Esther Friesner's _Up_The_Wall_ is also particularly notable.  The
rest of the contents divides between oft-reanthologized minor classics like
Avram Davidson's _Or_The_Grasses_Grow_ and weaker material like George Alec
Effinger's _Unferno_.  There isn't a complete turkey in the bunch, thank
goodness.  Fun stuff; enjoy.

Title:     The Harriers
By:        Gordon Dickson
Publisher: Baen (April 1991)
Format:    pb, 258pp, $4.50
ISBN:      0-671-72048-1

   Grind, grind, grind, crank, crank, crank - here comes another neatly
packaged slug of military SF to fill out Baen's monthly quota of the stuff.
Three novellas: one by Dickson with (of all people) Chelsea Quinn Yarbro,
one by Steve Perry, one by S. N. Lewitt.  The standout for me was Perry's,
an atmospheric down-and-dirty piece that makes the most of Perry's gift for
vividly described action and his fascination with Oriental martial arts.
If military SF is your thing, buy the book for that one.

Title:     Random Factor
By:        Joel Henry Sherman
Publisher: DelRey (April 1991)
Format:    pb, 329pp, $4.95
ISBN:      0-345-36226-8

   If you're anything like me, the kind of book that begins with a
description of a long-dormant alien battle-fleet awakening in a distant
star-cluster to its role in a sinister Grand Design is the kind that sends
a happy thrill of anticipation through you as you settle deeper into your
chair in preparation for a good read.  Yes, space-operatic splendor is not
dead.  Joel Sherman isn't Doc Smith or David Brin, but he delivers
competent entertainment and the required mix of action, gadgetry, and
bizarre alien biologies on a big screen.

Title:     Facets
By:        Walter John Williams
Publisher: TOR (April 1991)
Format:    pb, 370pp, $4.95
ISBN:      0-812-50181-0

   This showcase anthology proves that the author of the excellent
_Hardwired_ and _Angel_Station_ can write short fiction just as
effectively.  These stories have the feral energy and imaginative vividness
of the best cyberpunk, but reveal as well a more introspective strain
reminiscent of Samuel Delany's better work.  They are disturbing and
challenging, posing uncomfortable questions and sometimes answering them
with ruthless clarity.  Highly recommended.

------------------------------
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Date: 13 Jul 91 02:41:01 GMT
From: rhodar@sideways.gen.nz (David Salmon)
Subject: Re: Belgarion's discipleship

tjw@netxcom.netx.com (Tom Wisnewski) writes:
> It seems to me that Belgarion is indeed a disciple of Aldur.  I've read
> all but the last book (whole Belgariad series, 1 left in the Mallorean),
> and I don't think that he isn't.
> 
> I do wonder though, since I don't recall any big deal about him becomming
> one at any point, unlike that of Durnik (Most of you will know what I'm
> talking about, if you've read the 2nd to last book in the Mallorean).

I don't think that Belgarion is a disciple.  In Sorceress of Darshiva,
Belgarath says to Durnik, "Its been a long, long time since we last had a
new brother."  I take this to mean approx 6000 years.  As Belgarion got his
amulet about 16 years earlier than Durnik I would say this definitely
disqualifies him as a disciple.  Anyway, he is the 'Child of light' and
above (or should I say excluded from?) that sort of thing.

> My question is this: does anyone know what shape Belgarion's amulet is?

As for what is on Belgarions Amulet, the only reference I can find is to
say that it is curiously carved.  I suspect it is perhaps a representation
of the Orb.

Rhodar@Tornado.welly.gen.NZ
Rhodar@Sideways.welly.gen.NZ

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jul 91 09:15:15 GMT
From: vahlberg@cs.uq.oz.au (Jon Vahlberg)
Subject: Re: Belgarion's discipleship

rhodar@sideways.gen.nz (David Salmon) writes:
>tjw@netxcom.netx.com (Tom Wisnewski) writes:
>> It seems to me that Belgarion is indeed a disciple of Aldur.  I've read
>> all but the last book (whole Belgariad series, 1 left in the Mallorean),
>> and I don't think that he isn't.
>> 
>> I do wonder though, since I don't recall any big deal about him
>> becomming one at any point, unlike that of Durnik (Most of you will know
>> what I'm talking about, if you've read the 2nd to last book in the
>> Mallorean).
>
>I don't think that Belgarion is a disciple.  In Sorceress of Darshiva,
>Belgarath says to Durnik, "Its been a long, long time since we last had a
>new brother."  I take this to mean approx 6000 years.  As Belgarion got
>his amulet about 16 years earlier than Durnik I would say this definitely
>disqualifies him as a disciple.  Anyway, he is the 'Child of light' and
>above (or should I say excluded from?) that sort of thing.

Yeah, this is what made me (the original poster) ask this question. I also
think he`s not since in this scene he was welcomed to the brotherhood, by
Beldin and Belgarath (who are disciples). Belgarion didn't get welcome him,
which I expected he would have if he too was a disciple.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 04:43:16 GMT
From: dmc900@durras.anu.edu.au (David M Clarke)
Subject: Belgarion himself.

  There has usually been too much stuff in this group about the Belgariad
and the Mallorean for me to follow, so this might have been discussed
already, but, Belgarion is a sorcerer (or is that wizard??). This makes him
virtually immortal doesn't it?
  If so then would ANY kingdom really want to have an immortal leader.
(Ignoring the Evil/Nasty Nations) Wouldn't this Lead to stagnation in his
realm, and what about having an Eternal Prince-of-the-Realm, who has no
hope of gaining the throne.

Just a thought.

dmc900@fac.anu.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 06:27:22 GMT
From: phillips@syrinx.umd.edu (Felan shena Thoron'edras)
Subject: Re: Belgarion himself.

dmc900@durras.anu.edu.au (David M Clarke) writes:
>  There has usually been too much stuff in this group about the Belgariad
>and the Mallorean for me to follow, so this might have been discussed
>already, but, Belgarion is a sorcerer (or is that wizard??). This makes
>him virtually immortal doesn't it?

Yes, it does, as far as I know.  We've discussed that recently, and the
concensus is (apparently) that with what's-his-name the Melcene sorcerer
being immortal apparently, Garion probably is too.

>  If so then would ANY kingdom really want to have an immortal leader.
>(Ignoring the Evil/Nasty Nations) Wouldn't this Lead to stagnation in his
>realm, and what about having an Eternal Prince-of-the-Realm, who has no
>hope of gaining the throne.

Well, Garion is likely to get tired of it; he doesn't like it anyway, after
all.  Probably what he would do would be to abdicate after a while, and let
the prince (Geran) take over.  This is a Good Thing, in a way, because it
gives a backup ruler if one's _really_ needed, and gives the current king
the benefit of having an advisor who not only has lived a long time (as
Belgarath and Polgara did) but who has actually ruled one's realm (as none
of the disciples appear to have done).  If the king got into a situation
deeper than he thought he could handle, he could just call on Garion for
advice, as well as Belgarath, Poledra, Polgara, Durnik, and Ce'Nedra.
Pretty useful, in my opinion.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 07:48:08 GMT
From: vahlberg@cs.uq.oz.au (Jon Vahlberg)
Subject: Re: Belgarion himself.

dmc900@durras.anu.edu.au (David M Clarke) writes:
>  There has usually been too much stuff in this group about the Belgariad
>and the Mallorean for me to follow, so this might have been discussed
>already, but, Belgarion is a sorcerer (or is that wizard??). This makes
>him virtually immortal doesn't it?

I posed this same question a couple of weeks ago. Accordingly, immortality
is a side-effect (kind of nice, huh?) of being a sorceror.  Belgarion
mentions in a roundabout way that he is immortal now.  Someone in a
previous post pointed out where, although I forget where.

>  If so then would ANY kingdom really want to have an immortal leader.
>(Ignoring the Evil/Nasty Nations) Wouldn't this Lead to stagnation in his
>realm, and what about having an Eternal Prince-of-the-Realm, who has no
>hope of gaining the throne.

Well, I figured that Belgarion and Wife would rule for many years and then
disappear mysteriously. I think Belgarion is a smart enough person to see
that what you suggested would happen and he would make plans (or perhaps
Belgarath would advise him) to leave his throne.  Unless I have missed
something, I don't think Belgarion's son is "yet" immortal and possibly
will not be immortal. He may not become a sorceror, either from lack of
ability or choice. I wonder if the Orb could grant it to him, though.
Remember that apart from Belgarath and Polgara, Garion's ancestors were not
immortal, so it is not fully transmitted through kinship.

 What would really interest me in a follow up book (series), is say a story
that is a thousand years down the track. I would like to see what Belgarion
is like then. Whether he really resembles his grandfather in both nature
and looks or what. I also would like to know which animal shape he
preferred to change to. All the others have an individual animal of their
own. Belgarion copies his from his grandfather. I also would like to know
more about his descendants. There's got to be a story.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 15:52:49 GMT
From: JAHB@ns.cc.lehigh.edu (Jennifer A. Heise)
Subject: RE: Belgarion himself.

Re: What happens 1000 yrs down the road:

I'd like to know what effect the death of C'nedra (since she is not a
sorceress) will have on Belgarion.

Jennifer Heise

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 17:19:44 GMT
From: phillips@syrinx.umd.edu (Felan shena Thoron'edras)
Subject: Re: Belgarion himself.

vahlberg@cs.uq.oz.au writes:
>dmc900@durras.anu.edu.au (David M Clarke) writes:
>>but, Belgarion is a sorcerer (or is that wizard??). This makes him
>>virtually immortal doesn't it?
>I posed this same question a couple of weeks ago. Accordingly, immortality
>is a side-effect (kind of nice,huh) of being a sorceror.  Belgarion
>mentions in a roundabout way that he is immortal now.  Someone in a
>previous post pointed out where, although I forget where.

He pretty much says it in Seeress of Kell, but Belgarath implies it fairly
strongly in Guardians of the West:
  "Don't even think about playing around with weather until you've studied
it for a thousand years!  Or, in your case, probably two thousand."
  Paraphrased, but it was more or less that.  The basic assumption is that
he _is_ immortal.

> What would really interest me in a follow up book (series), is say a
>story that is a thousand years down the track. I would like to see what
>Belgarion is like then. Whether he really resembles his grandfather in
>both nature and looks or what. I also would like to know which animal
>shape he preferred to change to. All the others have an individual animal
>of their own. Belgarion copies his from his grandfather. I also would like
>to know more about his descendants. There's got to be a story.

I wouldn't mind this either, actually.  I'd like to see if Ce'Nedra and
Polgara's influence will keep him more 'relaxed', less irritable, than his
grandfather.  I'd like to see how he deals with his immortality after
watching all of his friends die, over and over again.  It's not all fun and
games, being immortal.
  I'd say he's probably adopting the wolf form himself; the only other
thing I can remember him changing into is the falcon.  He seems to like
being a wolf (he certainly liked running as a wolf, when he first learned,
and I can't remember him _not_ liking it at any time).

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 19:58:00 GMT
From: WILLIAMA@sjc.bitnet
Subject: Eddings and Belgariad

I too found the Belgariad predictable, especially the 2nd series. One
element I found strong in the series was the catering to "wish
fulfillment."  Almost every charcter gets paired off by the end of the
series or has numerous offspring. I knew the mute guy would be the one
killed off because he (and the eunuch) were the two least likeable
characters.  This predictability is not necessarily due to familiar legends
working themselves out or imitation of other similar books but, I think, a
way to keep the reader happy. There are enough twists and turns to keep the
reader interested, but the real world seldom intrudes by having a favorite
character die needlessly.  The only successful threat, I thought, was the
danger to the kidnapped child (although it seemed stretched out too long).

Should the Belgariad reflect the hazards of the real world? I personally
enjoy reading fantasy novels for escapist reasons not because I want to
read a novel reflecting truths about life.  Eddings did do some good work
in creating the various societies and factions, and in trying to develop a
philosphy/theology to go with his world. However his characters showed
little development--the adolescents were less babyish (except C'Nedra) by
the end but their characters were hardly transformed by their quest (as
they should have been if this were a bildungsroman {sp?}) Eriond in
particular was given little depth for a future god.

I think it's interesting to note how the romance books and fantasy books
are growing closer together. Do we want to call books catering to wish
fulfillment great? Or do we reserve that word for authors who dare to go
beyond reader wish fulfillment?  Are we capable of seeing the difference
between books which make us feel good and books which make us think good -
or should we even try to distinguish?  Is the act of reading what is
important rather than the content?

I think Eddings is one of the best Tolkien imitators around and will gladly
pay for hardcovers of all his fantasy works whenever they come out.  But I
would not call him or his books great, yet.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 21:40:52 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: Belgarion himself.

JAHB@NS.CC.LEHIGH.EDU (Jennifer A. Heise) writes:
>Re: What happens 1000 yrs down the road:
>I'd like to know what effect the death of C'nedra (since she is not a
>sorceress) will have on Belgarion.

None. By that time he will have turned C'nedra and her tree into
sorceresses. Now then: what will a sorceress-tree do with all that power?

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 20:28:37 GMT
From: andersen!jwest@uunet.uu.net (Jeffrey A. West)
Subject: Re: Belgarion himself.

The thing that led me to believe that it is yet undecided if Belgarion is
in fact immortal is the demise of Polgara's sister.

In the beginnning, she (Pol's sister, I cannot for the life of me remember
her name) is "given" to the Rivan line as queen.  When this happens it is
assumed she has become mortal.  Otherwise they wouldn't have been so sad
when she left.  It is probably still up to Belgarion to decide his ultimate
fate.  I believe it's left up in the air intentionally.

On a second note, Why does Pol`s sister's name begin with Bel????  Both
Polgara and Poldera are female and Belgarath tells Garion that it's Pol for
female and Bel for male in the Belgariad.  Why doesn't this hold then for
Pol's sister ( I wish I could remeber her name AAARRRGGGHHH)?

Jeff
jwest@andersen.com 
jwest@andersen.uucp

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 01:53:45 GMT
From: phillips@syrinx.umd.edu (Felan shena Thoron'edras)
Subject: Re: Belgarion himself.

jwest@andersen.uucp (Jeffrey A. West) writes:
>The thing that led me to believe that it is yet undecided if Belgarion is
>in fact immortal is the demise of Polgara's sister.
>
>In the beginnning, she (Pol's sister, I cannot for the life of me remember
>her name) is "given" to the Rivan line as queen.  When this happens it is
>assumed she has become mortal.  Otherwise they wouldn't have been so sad
>when she left.  It is probably still up to Belgarion to decide his
>ultimate fate.  I believe it's left up in the air intentionally.

Beldaran is her name.  I think she was mortal already.  She was leaving
home, and Belgarath was probably going to be too busy teaching Polgara to
be able to visit, or something.  She wasn't born a sorceress, though, so
she wouldn't have had that to 'guarantee' her immortality.  That's really
what seems to do it; no one who _wasn't_ a sorcerer seems to be
particularly long-lived, but all those with known sorcerer's powers seem to
live long enough.. Although, the Grolims have problems with it, I would
assume, since otherwise I'd expect a lot more running around.  Their lives
are so full of all that sacrifice and politicking though, that that in
itself could probably reduce out their numbers fairly well.
  (We only know of a few Grolims who live a long time: Ur???, Ctuchik
(sp?), and Chamdar, are the ones I can remember offhand.)

>On a second note, Why does Pol`s sister's name begin with Bel????  Both
>Polgara and Poldera are female and Belgarath tells Garion that it's Pol
>for female and Bel for male in the Belgariad.  Why doesn't this hold then
>for Pol's sister ( I wish I could remeber her name AAARRRGGGHHH)?

I think the difference is that the 'Pol' and 'Bel' for the sorcerous-
powered is given to them BY ALDUR, in addition to their original name.
Beldaran was probably named that from the beginning.  So the normal rules
don't apply to her.  The two mean the same, I think it was just Aldur's way
of naming his disciples differently.  (Although we can't know that Poledra
was a disciple, it wouldn't surprise me, and even if she wasn't, she spent
a large portion of her life deliberately denying herself her life with her
husband and child just for the Prophecy, so she mighta been 'Pol'd in
appreciation.)

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 03:10:30 GMT
From: rhodar@sideways.gen.nz (David Salmon)
Subject: RE: Belgarion himself.

JAHB@NS.CC.LEHIGH.EDU (Jennifer A. Heise) writes:
> Re: What happens 1000 yrs down the road:
> I'd like to know what effect the death of C'nedra (since she is not a
> sorceress) will have on Belgarion.

That is a very good point.  If you remember, Beldaran (Polgara's sister)
was an immortal like Polgara but because she married a mortal (Riva
Iron-grip) she gave up her immortality.  As Ce'Nedra is a mortal this means
that she will die (but not for a long time I suppose as she is a Dryad as
well).  The question is, will Belgarion die as well (like Beldaran)?

Rhodar@sideways.welly.gen.nz

------------------------------
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Date: 16 Jul 91 11:56:51 GMT
From: mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Michel Forget)
Subject: Re: Belgarion himself.

jwest@andersen.uucp (Jeffrey A. West) writes:
> In the beginnning, she (Pol's sister, I cannot for the life of me
> remember her name) is "given" to the Rivan line as queen.  When this
> happens it is assumed she has become mortal.  Otherwise they wouldn't
> have been so sad when she left.  It is probably still up to Belgarion to
> decide his ultimate fate.  I believe it's left up in the air
> intentionally.

Beldaran was never immortal.  She is not a sorceress.  Just a regular
person like the other Queens.  Her leaving was the cause of their sadness.
She went to a remote island where they could hardly ever see her.

Belgarian could decide his fate to a certain extent.  Somethings are forced
on him, while others are not set in stone.  I agree that it was left up in
the air intentionally.

> On a second note, Why does Pol`s sister's name begin with Bel????  Both
> Polgara and Poldera are female and Belgarath tells Garion that it's Pol
> for female and Bel for male in the Belgariad.  Why doesn't this hold then
> for Pol's sister [...]

Beldaran isn't a sorceress, so she would not be named as one.  I think
Belgarath wanted her "Bel" to be taken in the literal sense, which is
beloved, rather than the symbolic sense, which would have signalled her out
as a male sorcerer...:)

Michel Forget
ersys!mforget@nro.cs.athabascau.ca
mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 12:05:48 GMT
From: mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Michel Forget)
Subject: RE: Belgarion himself.

rhodar@sideways.gen.nz (David Salmon) writes:
> That is a very good point.  If you remember, Beldaran (Polgara's sister)
> was an immortal like Polgara but because she married a mortal (Riva
> Iron-grip) she gave up her immortality. [...]

I didn't think Beldaran was immortal.  She certainly wasn't a sorceress,
which is usually what causes immortality.  They only speak of Beldaran as a
normal woman, and only say that Polgara had the mark of the sorceress.
Belgarion's child also doesn't appear to be a sorcerer.  I believe that
Belgarion will live forever, but that he will also find a way to preserve
Ce'Nedra.  If he can make a tree grow or a flower bloom, why can't he
prevent a tree from aging?  A Dryad is supposed to live as long as her
tree, but what is to stop him from preventing the death of her tree?

Michel Forget
ersys!mforget@nro.cs.athabascau.ca
mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 14:26:31 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: Belgarion's discipleship

rhodar@sideways.gen.nz (David Salmon) writes:
>I don't think that Belgarion is a disciple.  In Sorceress of Darshiva,
>Belgarath says to Durnik, "Its been a long, long time since we last had a
>new brother."  I take this to mean approx 6000 years.  As Belgarion got
>his amulet about 16 years earlier than Durnik I would say this definitely
>disqualifies him as a disciple.  Anyway, he is the 'Child of light' and

I think that your interpretation of Belgarath's statement is correct, but
that the statement was wrong. Belgarion is a disciple: he refers to Aldur
as master. I think that Belgarath just had a hard time remembering that his
grandson was also a brother.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 20:24:45 GMT
From: ted@welchlab.welch.jhu.edu (Ted Ying)
Subject: Re: Belgarion himself.

jwest@andersen.uucp (Jeffrey A. West) writes:
>In the beginnning, she (Pol's sister, I cannot for the life of me remember
>her name) is "given" to the Rivan line as queen.  When this happens it is
>assumed she has become mortal.  Otherwise they wouldn't have been so sad
>when she left.  It is probably still up to Belgarion to decide his
>ultimate fate.  I believe it's left up in the air intentionally.

Pol's sister's name is Beldaran.  The actual story has it that Belgarath
was told to send one of his daughters to wed Riva Irongrip.  Beldaran was
chosen to be sent.  Polgara was chosen to stay with him because she was a
sorceress.  When Belgarath touched Polgara for the first time was when the
lock of hair at her forehead turned white.  Beldaran was sent to wed Riva
Iron- grip when the time came.  Polgara has always regretted that her
beloved sister was chosen to be a mortal and be the Rivan queen.  BTW,
Beldaran didn't become mortal, she merely never acquired immortality.

>On a second note, Why does Pol`s sister's name begin with Bel????  Both
>Polgara and Poldera are female and Belgarath tells Garion that it's Pol
>for female and Bel for male in the Belgariad.  Why doesn't this hold then
>for Pol's sister ( I wish I could remeber her name AAARRRGGGHHH)?

Bel stands for "beloved".  The prefices "Bel" and "Pol" are
only used for sorcerors and sorceresses.  Since Beldaran was
never a sorcerous, then she never acquired the Pol in her name.
I wonder what her name would have become had she been a sorceress,
Polderan?  Hmmm...

Ted Ying
ted@welch.jhu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 20:34:29 GMT
From: rossing@cs.hope.edu (Eric Rossing)
Subject: Re: Belgarion's discipleship

hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry) writes:
>rhodar@sideways.gen.nz (David Salmon) writes:
>>I don't think that Belgarion is a disciple.  In Sorceress of Darshiva,
>>Belgarath says to Durnik, "Its been a long, long time since we last had a
>>new brother."  I take this to mean approx 6000 years.  As Belgarion got
>>his amulet about 16 years earlier than Durnik I would say this definitely
>>disqualifies him as a disciple.  Anyway, he is the 'Child of light' and

>I think that your interpretation of Belgarath's statement is correct, but
>that the statement was wrong. Belgarion is a disciple: he refers to Aldur
>as master. I think that Belgarath just had a hard time remembering that
>his grandson was also a brother.

He may refer to Aldur as master, but I don't think Aldur ever calls him his
disciple.  He did refer directly to Durnik as His disciple (in
_Sorceress_of_Darshiva_ right before the above quotation).  Perhaps that's
why Belgarath said what he did.  I think Belgarath was always more aware of
things than he lets on.

Eric Rossing
rossing@cs.hope.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 21:51:11 GMT
From: phillips@syrinx.umd.edu (Felan shena Thoron'edras)
Subject: Re: longevity

hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry) writes:
>phillips@syrinx.umd.edu (Felan shena Thoron'edras) writes:
>>really what seems to do it; no one who _wasn't_ a sorcerer seems to be
>>particularly long-lived, but all those with known sorcerer's powers seem
>Well there is the Gorims. They do die eventually, but apparently only
>after they get tired of living and only then if UL allows it.

Pardon me while I go hit myself over the head... :-) I'd forgotten all
about the Gorims, but then, the Ulgos never really interested me anyway.
:-)

So, there's this theory: a direct disciple (as opposed to a mere follower)
of a God will live for as long as his God and he both desire, and a
sorcerer will live forever until he gets too tired of living and wills
himself out of existence (as did two of the brothers of Belgarath).

Come to think of it, those two disciples are a good example of people who
had faults and were long-lived: they lost hope, if I remember right.  Zedar
became enslaved by Torak, but still retained enough humanity to raise
Errand for a few years as still a total innocent.  So some people weren't
'perfect' good guys or bad guys, just most of them. :-)

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 91 23:14:00 GMT
From: BA01@swtexas.bitnet
Subject: Re: Re: David Eddings: The Belgariad and Mallorean

Nate Berggren (nate@casbah.acns.nwu.edu) wrote:
>Character development?!?  Ba ha ha ha ha ha ha ha!!!!  Garion acts the
>same as a 30 year old as he did when he was 12!  The only personal
>interaction skills he picks up during the adventure is the ability to
>banter pointlessly with his friends and make stupid asides.  I think the
>story was

I must admit, I didn't make it as far as Garion turning 30.  The persistent
bantering of the whole cast was enough to make me blow my cookies 1/4 into
the 2nd book of the Belgariad.

By the 50th time Belgarath said, "We'll have need of <insert latest
character> before this is through," I wanted to poke his eyes out.  I mean,
the dialogue was just *so* clever :-).

And then in _The Pawn of Prophecy_, Eddings proceeds to beat us over the
head 3-4 times with Polgara shaming the princess or queen who dabbles in
magic and is oh-so-obviously in over her head :-).

And then there was the scene with the witch prophesying something-or-other
(it's been a year or so) as the party leaves the castle.  Not only was the
encounter symbolic, but Eddings apparently thinks we're stupid and *tells*
us it's symbolic.  Talk about driving me up a wall.  By the time Garion was
bantering with the newly-arrived archer in the beginning of book 2, I
decided to bail.

Hey, this is all my _very_ humble opinion.  If you loved this story, more
power to you.  I'm just glad to find out I'm not the only person who didn't
like it.

Bernie Asher
ba01@swtexas.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 22:30:01 GMT
From: schmunk@spacsun.rice.edu (Robert Schmunk)
Subject: ALTERNATE HISTORY LIST (v4) (long)

The following is the fourth posting of the Alternate History List. As it
appears that there were difficulties in the distribution of version 3, this
version is being posted sooner than it might have been and is only about 5%
longer than the previous version. The only major change appearing in this
version is elimination of the Alien Intervention category due to
submitters' requests. The stories in that category have been shifted
elsewhere.

As before, the number of stories not yet categorized remains over 100 and
your help would be appreciated in placing them. If you can help, please try
to make your submissions in a format similar to that used. Please be sure
to mention what you think is the appropriate category, and why.

Afficionados of the genre might like to note the recent publication of
William Sanders' THE WILD BLUE AND THE GRAY. Additionally, McSherry's
recent anthology THE FANTASTIC CIVIL WAR contains a few AH stories,
including the novella- length version of Ward Moore's "Bring the Jubilee".

Enjoy.

[Moderator's Note: Due to the length of this article, the Alternate History
List has been placed into the archives.  The filename is
"alternate-histories.txt" and it is available via anonymous ftp.]

Robert B. Schmunk
Rice Univ.
Space Physics and Astronomy Dept.
Box 1892
Houston, TX 77251
(713) 527-8101, ext 2433
schmunk@spacsun.rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: Mon, 15 Jul 91 13:20 EDT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

Title:     The Initiate Brother
By:        Sean Russell
Publisher: DAW (April 1991)
Format:    pb, 480pp, $4.99
ISBN:      0-88677-466-7

   The bad news about this book is that, although not labelled as "Volume
1" it ends on a cliffhanger setup for a sequel.  The good news is you'll
probably want to read the sequel.  The world may be a pastiche of every
orientophile cliche there is, but Russell knows how to plot and draw
interesting characters.  And the book's McGuffin - the central esoteric
power of the Botahist monks, is not only original but plausible, in that
one can believe it without making any supernaturalist assumptions.  Fun
stuff, even if it does read a bit too much like an out-take from the old
Kung Fu TV series in spots.

Title:     Blind Justice
By:        S. N. Lewitt
Publisher: Ace (April 1991)
Format:    pb, 262pp, $4.50
ISBN:      0-441-71843-4

   This dark, atmospheric tale of revolution, betrayal and revenge shows
that Lewitt has a wider range than just the military-flavored cyberpunk of
her earlier novels _Cyberstealth_ and _Dancing_Vac_.  Unfortunately, she
can't seem to think of any more imaginative ending than to kill off her
characters and doom the world.  Better luck next time.

Title:     When The Music's Over
By:        Lewis Shiner (ed.)
Publisher: Bantam (May 1991)
Format:    pb, 322pp, $5.95
ISBN:      0-553-28985-3

   This theme anthology of anti-war, anti-violence stories displays all the
earnestness, anguish, good intentions, empathy, and ethical
muddleheadedness typical of the peace movement.  The beginning and end
stories exemplify this best, by offering `solutions' to the problem of war
that involve secret coercive mind-alteration on a massive scale.  Others
confuse the problem of war with the ecological tragedy of the commons, or
with the communication gap between the sexes, or with any of several other
trendy causes.  All seem pegged to the notion (readily dispelled by any
study of animal ethology) that homo sapiens is a uniquely vicious and
innately aggressive species.  Nevertheless, there is some excellent writing
here, especially in Walter Jon Williams's "Prayers On The Wind" and Paul J.
McAuley's "The Invisible Country".  Buy it used, ignore the preachiness of
the minor pieces, and enjoy.  

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 91 10:05:56 GMT
From: vahlberg@cs.uq.oz.au (Jon Vahlberg)
Subject: Re: Dragonlance

Hmmm, well I read the dragonlance series a couple of years back and while I
enjoyed while I read it, I came away thinking that there was nothing too
special about it. All the characters were fairly run-of-the-mill and very
one-dimensional. In fact, that seems to be the case with most of the books
that I have read from TSR. Why is that? With books written by two authors
in the case of the Dragonlance series I thought they would be able to iron
out these problems and they don't seem to get much better as they get
along. At the risk of sounding sexist (sorry!), does TSR have any books
where the main character is a guy and is mainly magic user. The ones I read
seem to be of the female variety.

 I just read the first two books (exile and homeland) in the Drow series
and didn't think much of it. I think Drow are fairly cool but again the
characterizations just didn't seem or feel right.  Anyone agree?
 Probably the only one that I thought was alright was the series with
Tristan and Robyn (can`t remember the titles :- can someone fill it in).  I
mainly enjoyed it because the characterizations were better than usual
(although still not the best) and the use of the displacer beast and the
blink dogs. Opinions?

Jon

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 01:37:56 GMT
From: glenn8@garfield.cs.mun.ca (Glenn Stowe)
Subject: Re: Dragonlance

aw1s+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew David Weiland) writes:
>Margaret Weis and Tracy Hickman went on to write three series for Bantam
>books.  All three involved fantasy settings and well-detailed worlds.
>These are the Darksword Adventures (world of magic), Rose of the Prophet
>(Arabian setting, world of the gods), and the Death Gate cycle (four
>worlds and four magic systems; i haven't read this one).
>  
>I really enjoyed the Darksword series.  Each book, by introducing new
>elements, manages to top the previous volume.  Personally i didn't like
>the Rose of the Prophet series; there's too much of an emphasis on humor,
>and the plots don't come together in the end.  There are many elements
>from Arabic folk tales, which IMHO don't work in this (agresssively
>polytheistic) setting.

I had the opposite opinion. I found the Darksword stuff to be a bit
tiresome, but enjoyed the Rose of the Prophet. Since I read this sort of
literature for pure enjoyment, I did not find the humor misplaced.

I'm into the third volume of the Death Gate Cycle right now. The first two
are available in paperback. The scope of the story is enormous. One world,
split into four by powerful mages so long ago that no one remembers the
division. The first four volumes are set, respectively, in the four worlds,
and the last three books are to deal with the struggle to reunite the
divided realms. One interesting point concerns the appearance of the
character known as Zifnab. He is Fizban from DL fame in everything but
name, (although he seems to experience some confusion regarding that.) He
begins to introduce himself as Fiz... er Zifnab. He also makes reference to
other mages he has known, including Merlin, Gandalf, and a certain young
wizard who had the disgusting habit of coughing up blood... He makes an
excellent addition to the story and I was delighted to rediscover him. (He
was by far the most entertaining character in DL.)

After making this "discovery" somewhere into book two, I realized that the
Dragonlance characters are owned by TSR Inc. body and soul. Does anybody
know how the copyrights work in a case like this? Weiss and Hickman now
write for Bantam Spectra. Can they be sued for using their own character,
even if they do swap the syllables in his name and re-arrange the letters a
bit?

Ah well, back to Foucault's Pendulum, anybody have an Italian-English
dictionary and a Ph.D in Medieval history to loan me? :-(

Glenn Stowe
glenn8@odie.cs.mun.ca
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Date: Thu, 18 Jul 91 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: SPOILER WARNING

****WARNING****

The following messages feature a discussion of "Terminator 2: Judgement
Day."  Some of the material and comments presented in this discussion may
give away key elements of the plot.  Those of you that have not yet seen
the movie, may want to skip these messages.

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jul 91 23:00:05 GMT
From: jpb@umbio.med.miami.edu (jpb)
Subject: Some thoughts on time travel and a minor spoiler for Terminator 2

Re: Paradox of John Connor still existing at the end of the movie:

    My personal opinion is that anything that exists prior to a timeline
divergence point should still exist afterwards.  Basically, the objects are
already existing.  They have, after all, already arrived in the past and
interacted with it.  The future existence or non-existence of them is
really irrelevant.  As far as memory of the future goes, time travellers
will remember everything that they have personally experienced, as long as
they arrive farther back in the past than the divergence point.  Time
travellers who come from the original future, but arrive after the
divergence point, will remember (if circumstances still exist that send
them into the past that is) the new timeline.

Pardon the crudity of this illustration

                       A      B    C           D     E
original timeline -----+------+----+-----------+-----+-------------


                       A      B    
alternate timeline ----+------+    C           D
                               \---+-----------+-------------------
                          
A - Arrival point in past of traveller 1
B - Divergence point
C - Arrival point in past of traveller 2
D - Departure point of traveller 2
E - Departure point of traveller 1

Assume that divergence point B eliminated possibility of a future that
contains an E.  Traveller 1 will still have arrived at A, with its memories
of the original timeline and will continue merrily along.  Traveller 2
still appears at time C, but his memories are of the alternate timeline,
even though he might be considered to have left the original timeline,
instead of the alternate.

Now for the SPOILERS:

Why aren't the police looking for that cop that the T1000 off'ed after it
arrived in the present?  As I recall, the T1000 did not assume his form,
merely his uniform.  Even if the body was not found, they should have
become worried that he might have been electrocuted after he didn't report
in for several hours, after all, his last radio call was to announce that
he was about to investigate an electrical disturbance.

Joe Block
jpb@umbio.med.miami.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 00:35:57 GMT
From: jeanie@media-lab.media.mit.edu (Jean Kim)
Subject: Terminator 2

Althought I have thoroughly enjoyed the movie, there is one thing about the
movie that I found reather disturbing.

***SPOILER***

Now, the thing that really bothered me was how they treated the Dyson guy.
After Arnie tells him of what happens in the future, Dyson defends himself
by saying that he is just a scientist doing research (or something similar
to that).  Then, Sarah Conner spits back saying, "Yeah, that's what the
creeps who invented the H-Bombs said too!  You are all alike!"

Now, I know, her character is a bit disturbed in more ways than one.
However, because she is such a big part of that movie, what she says is in
effect what the movie is saying.

Equating the destruction of the human race with the research of microchips
is like blaming Einstein for Hiroshima!  The same logic can be applied to
the death of the few aboriginies a few months ago when parts of satellite
fell to Earth.

Let's say Intel came up with faster and smaller chips which in turn makes
the satellites MUCH lighter which leads to more satellites cluttering up
the Orbit that one day, one falls to Earth (i.e. someone's back yard!).

It would be stupid to go to Intel and blame them for THAT, right?  well, I
felt like that's what T2 was preaching all through out the movie!

Any opinions?

Jeanie

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 02:09:27 GMT
From: wbarnes@sura.net (Bill Barnes)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2

jeanie@media-lab.media.mit.edu (Jean Kim) writes:
>Now, the thing that really bothered me was how they treated the Dyson guy.
>After Arnie tells him of what happens in the future, Dyson defends himself
>by saying that he is just a scientist doing research (or something similar
>to that).  Then, Sarah Conner spits back saying, "Yeah, that's what the
>creeps who invented the H-Bombs said too!  You are all alike!"
>
>Now, I know, her character is a bit disturbed in more ways than one.
>However, because she is such a big part of that movie, what she says is in
>effect what the movie is saying.

That may be stretching it a bit, saying that what Sarah says is necessarily
what the movie is trying to say; one of the first things I learned in any
of my creative writing classes is never assume the characters'/narrators'
opinions are the same as the writer's.  Of course, you can't assume they're
not the same either, but still...

>Equating the destruction of the human race with the research of microchips
>is like blaming Einstein for Hiroshima!  The same logic can be applied to
>the death of the few aboriginies a few months ago when parts of satellite
>fell to Earth.
>
>Let's say Intel came up with faster and smaller chips which in turn makes
>the satellites MUCH lighter which leads to more satellites cluttering up
>the Orbit that one day, one falls to Earth (i.e. someone's back yard!).
>
>It would be stupid to go to Intel and blame them for THAT, right?  well, I
>felt like that's what T2 was preaching all through out the movie!

I thought it brought up an interesting (if not necessarily new) point,
namely how responsible are scientists for the way their creations are used.
For instance, going all the way back to the ancient Chinese who invented
gunpowder and blaming them for the current state of warfare technology
would be silly, but what about blaming the designer(s) of, say, the M-16
(or whatever instrument of destruction you care for)?

Sarah's reasoning was a bit off, IMHO, although considering what she'd been
through I don't think I blame her.  It seemed obvious to me that Dyson had
never even considered the military possibilities of the chip.  For him, he
was probably just doing his job.  He might have even been enjoying it.  How
was he supposed to know he'd eventually be responsible for (or at least
blamed for) the creation of an AI that blows up the world?

I think it was sort of the ultimate man vs. machine comparsion.  Who
controls who?  If something like Skynet does blow us all up, who do we
blame?  The people who designed it?  The people who used it?  The people
who approved it, i.e. politicians, military leaders, etc.?

I felt that if T2 was "preaching" anything, it was caution, a warning about
the dangers inherent in technology.  But hey, that's just my opinion...

Wow, philosophical ramifications in an Arnie movie...who would've
guessed...8^)

William Barnes
wbarnes@sura.net

------------------------------

Date: 3 Jul 91 21:14:47 GMT
From: tomw@orac.esd.sgi.com (Tom Weinstein)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2:  Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

SPOILERS!

sksircar@stroke.princeton.edu (Subrata Sircar) writes:
> About the only trick he missed was abandoing the human form altogether
> and going to the octopus mode for combat, but it might have been
> difficult to control that many limbs - all of his other moves were
> amorphous/human, with reshapings of human limbs.

The easy way to justify this is to say that his programming was optimized
for the human form, as he is supposed to be an infiltrator.

> He also should have imitated the Arnie Terminator as soon as he had taken
> him out - it might have let him get to sword range.

Not enough mass.

Tom Weinstein
tomw@orac.esd.sgi.com
tom@bears.ucsb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 04:08:33 GMT
From: jjohnson@isis.cs.du.edu (Jeff Johnson)
Subject: Re: What happens after Terminator II?

**SPOILERS**

I may have missed something during the movie, but doesn't the second Arnie
Terminator leave part of his arm behind when he gets pinned in the huge
gear?  As I recall it he tears himself free, resulting in only a stump on
one of his arms.

This would leave the possibility of future development from the technology,
though I doubt that there would have been any processor chips in the
wreckage.

Jeff

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 15:54:54 GMT
From: cpshelley@violet.waterloo.edu (cameron shelley)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2

jeanie@media-lab.media.mit.edu (Jean Kim) writes:
[...]
>Now, I know, her character is a bit disturbed in more ways than one.
>However, because she is such a big part of that movie, what she says is in
>effect what the movie is saying.
>
>Equating the destruction of the human race with the research of microchips
>is like blaming Einstein for Hiroshima!  The same logic can be applied to
>the death of the few aboriginies a few months ago when parts of satellite
>fell to Earth.

I don't agree that Sarah Connor is the speaking for the whole movie.  Her
behaviour during much of the film (pumping up, assaulting the psychiatrist,
trying to terminate Dyson to change the future) indicates she has become
much like the machines she seeks to destroy.  The (interesting) development
in her character is her coming out of her "cold-war" psychosis.  I think it
is John Connor who is the most sympathetic character in terms of his
idealogical relation to the audience starting at the point when he
discovers his own responsibility to others because of his control of the
terminator.

The Skynet people symbolize the developers who abrogate their
responsibility for the machines they create removing themselves from its
decision-making process.  John learns he must take an active hand in
controling the decisions made by machines he deals with.  Although Sarah's
criticism of Dyson was inapt in that gestation is not the only "real" form
of creativity, the implied comparison between the responsibility of raising
a child and the resonsibility of ensuring mature use of your creations is
likely to become more evident as we reshape more of our lives around
technology.  The 'Arnie' model demonstrates that we can have responsible
use of technology if we take an active part in so developing it.

As far as blame (the 'flip-side' of responsibility I guess) goes, we can
blame Dyson for his mentality that it's better not to ask which is
basically the first thing he says when we meet him.  Remaining deliberately
ignorant is not a very good way of maintaining ethical conduct, even if it
is easy.  This character flaw marks him for death in the film, as is normal
for that sort of drama.

Cam

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 18:10:07 GMT
From: yerazunis@guess.enet.dec.com
Subject: Terminator 2

***SPOILERS***

leeper@cbnewsj.cb.att.com (Mark R. Leeper) writes:
>The first robot, played by Arnold Schwarzenegger, failed in his mission so
>the machines, who could send only one robot back before, suddenly found a
>way to send a second robot.  The humans, too, who could send only one
>human before, find the means of sending back their own representative for
>their own second shot.  This time each sends to somewhere around the year
>1995, one with a mission to kill the now ten-year-old John Connor, the
>other with a mission to protect John Connor.

Well, not quite...  it depends on your theory of time travel: is it the
"All you Zombies" theory or the "Back to the Future" theory or the "Sound
of Thunder" theory or the "multiple/splitting timeline" theory or whatever.
If we assume there is ONE timeline and it is NOT fixed, then the following
scenario is plausible. (hint: both Reese and Sarah agree "There is NO FATE
save what we make of it"- implying a multiply-mutable timeline)

Scenario: 
      ~ 1993 Dyson invents Skynet's processor independently without
           hints and processor chips from the future.  He's 
           a genius, remember?
        1997 Skynet starts a war.  Best human general is John Connor-
           who had a non-timetraveling father!
        2029 Skynet under strong human attack.  CSM-101 sent back 
           to 1984 to kill Sarah Connor
        2029+2 days Reese sent back to stop the CSM-101 (note- this 
           could be minutes, hours, days, weeks later. )

        *****Reese and CSM-101 interact*****TIMELINE JUMPS*****

        1991 Dyson invents Skynet's processor two years ahead of time
           because of hints in the CSM-101 rubble
        1997 Skynet starts a war.  Two extra years of research make
           this Skynet significantly smarter/faster than the 
           original pre-timeline-jump Skynet.  
        2026 Skynet (smarter, faster) designs and builds the CSM-101;
           ready 9 months earlier, and deployed back to 1984.  
           It still fails, but it makes sure to die in a way
           that Dyson will find the pieces, thus assuring
           that Dyson will get a 2-year head start.
        2029 Continuing Skynet research fixes the "flesh encapsulation"
           restriction of first timetravel machine.  (Note the
           new "cookie-cutter-sphere" effect of the new timetravel
           machine field)  
        2029+   Prototype T-1000 deployed to 1994.
        2029+   Skynet captured by humans
        2029+months John Connor modifies a spare CSM-101 into CSM-101a,
           reprograms it, and sends it back to 1994 to counter
           T-1000 threat.  

        *****CSM-101a, T-1000, and Dyson interact*****TIMELINE JUMPS*****

        <insert plot of Terminator 3 here... :-) >

>  Not entirely gone but soft-pedaled is the ridiculous idea that only
>living matter can go through the time portal.  So the time portal strips
>away clothing and weapons but for some reason leaves intact other dead
>matter like hair and fingernails.  However, at one point in the film, the
>machines of the future send back a piece of metal and it makes it through
>just fine without being living tissue.

Not an issue.  See above.  :-) :-)
 
>  In one sequence of TERMINATOR 2, one of the good guys is sprayed with
>machine gun fire that should have been instantly fatal, but he lives
>considerably longer to exact his revenge.
 
Don't you know that all geniuses are superheroic and refuse to die until
the time is right?  Adrenaline can do strange things.  :-)

>Similarly, we see some of the most frightening and realistic scenes ever
>created of a city destroyed by a nuclear bomb.  And we see them in a dream
>sequence to tell us, this is what Sarah Connor is trying to avoid.

Actually, no.  The scenes are NOT realistic.  Back in the Bad Old Days of
aboveground nuclear testing, we took movies of such things (towns built to
be blown up, animals in pens about to be quick-cooked, etc.) and NO, it
doesn't work that way.  In particular, the "eyes melt brain explodes
everybody dies" scenario just isn't so (humans have too much water in them
for that to work.  Look up Crash's Pizza Theorem.).
                                        
>In those scenes and many others the audience can only marvel at the
>incredible technology used to create this fervently anti-technology film.

I didn't note a "fervent anti-technology" slant to the movie.  Maybe I'm
just inured to it.

>Visually the effect, a close relative of the "water-tentacle" used in THE
>ABYSS, is very impressive.  However, the story simply did not carry
>through with the power of this killer.

Agreed, the T-1000 did not "make best use of available resources".  Even
worse, I watched ABYSS two nights before on video.  Spoiled it for me
completely.  "Oh jeez, couldn't they come up with something NEW?"  :-(

> It is a standard security precaution to store important software backups
>off-site just in case two robots from the future decide to use your lab as
>a battleground.

Another glaring hole, no doubt why Skynet will still be around for: 

   Terminator 3: The Wrath of John
    
[I agree with the rating of +1 on the Leepscale]

Bill

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 14:06:52 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2

   I didn't take Sarah's speech to Dyson as anti-science, but rather
another expression of the 'Men are just Killing Machines with Testicles,
Incapable of Creative work, unless that Work leads to Sex or Death' credo.
I don't remember if they stuck the standard 'Men can't get pregnant, so men
can't understand the joy of creating life within one's self' line that
usually gets mentioned in the 'Testosterone = Evil' speechs I've heard.
It's *obvious* the movie has a heavy anti-male bias; the only major female
character is a Good Guy driven to insanity by her predominantly male
doctors, and most of the men (Flesh and Toaster-Oven) are fools, or tools
of Skynet.

   There, that should cause an interesting thread...

James Nicoll

------------------------------
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Date: Thu, 18 Jul 91 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: SPOILER WARNING

****WARNING****

The following messages feature a discussion of "Terminator 2: Judgement
Day."  Some of the material and comments presented in this discussion may
give away key elements of the plot.  Those of you that have not yet seen
the movie, may want to skip these messages.

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 14:44:19 GMT
From: hobbit@ac.dal.ca
Subject: Re: Terminator 2 **spoilers, of course**

wbarnes@sura.net (Bill Barnes) writes:
>jeanie@media-lab.media.mit.edu (Jean Kim) writes:
>>Dyson defends himself by saying that he is just a scientist doing
>>research (or something similar to that).  Then, Sarah Conner spits back
>>saying, "Yeah, that's what the creeps who invented the H-Bombs said too!
>>You are all alike!"
>
>>Equating the destruction of the human race with the research of
>>microchips is like blaming Einstein for Hiroshima!  The same logic can be
>>applied to the death of the few aboriginies a few months ago when parts
>>of satellite fell to Earth.
>
> I thought it brought up an interesting (if not necessarily new) point,
> namely how responsible are scientists for the way their creations are
> used.  For instance, going all the way back to the ancient Chinese who
> invented gunpowder and blaming them for the current state of warfare
> technology would be silly, but what about blaming the designer(s) of,
> say, the M-16 (or whatever instrument of destruction you care for)?

Interesting point.  I've heard people revile Teller and Oppenheimer for
building the Bomb; but I've never heard anyone blame science for guns.  I
guess that's because they're old enough that nobody thinks of guns being
"invented" anymore. Of course, when the earliest guns were invented,
science as we know it didn't exist.

Perhaps also we're more prepared to see gunfire as a personal act, and the
one who pulls the trigger as responsible; but nuclear bombs are somehow
different, and the one who built them is responsible.
 
> I think it was sort of the ultimate man vs. machine comparsion.  Who
> controls who?  If something like Skynet does blow us all up, who do we
> blame?  The people who designed it?  The people who used it?  The people
> who approved it, i.e. politicians, military leaders, etc.?

I'd hardly give T2 credit for presenting the "ultimate comparison"; but
heck, any worthwhile thought in an Arnie movie is impressive.

I don't know how you assign blame in a case where we don't know any of the
details. I believe they said the sentience was completely unexpected; which
is probably excusable on the designer's side.  I can easily envision a
scenario where the people "in charge" knew absolutely squat about what they
were doing, refused to deal reasonably with the awakened Skynet, blundered
the attempt to pull the plug, etc. Perhaps the designers were guilty of
inadequate fail-safes.

> I felt that if T2 was "preaching" anything, it was caution, a warning
> about the dangers inherent in technology.  But hey, that's just my
> opinion...

The only place where the movie was guilty of preaching, IMHO, was
concerning the horrors of nuclear war, and I thought they did it pretty
well.

The message of "sentient machines will destroy us" must be balanced against
the voice-over comments by Sarah: that the T800 measured up better as a
father than any man she'd known, and that "if a machine can learn the value
of human life, maybe there's hope for humanity after all". Or something to
that effect.

Roald

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 15:11:44 GMT
From: MRP105@psuvm.psu.edu (Matt Pyson)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

dcb2834@tamsun.TAMU.EDU (David Browne) says:
> Maybe I missed something, but from the first movie, I thought that metal
> could not be transported back through time unless it was enclosed in some
> sort of biological field. If so, then how could the T-1000 get back
> through time?

The problem is that the only account of what the T.D.E (Temporal
Displacement Equipment) can or can't do is from Reese, who qualified
everything he told Sarah Connor with "I don't know tech stuff." He said
that it was the "field created by a living body," but doesn't state what
kind of a field this is. Is it magnetic? Electrical? Some kind of "state of
mind" (could be possible!) ? It could just have been some trivial problem
that got fixed on SkyNet's Version 1.1 TDE (The effect used for the time
transferrence was similar, but not identical to the one used in the first
movie. Might mean an improved time machine.) Maybe it just meant that the
T1000 could generate/simulate something that would pass as the "field
generated by a living body." Possibly the "liquid metal" would not fall
into what Reese would have considered "dead," as in "nothing dead will go."

From a "story" point of view, this restriction was most likely a
justification for preventing SkyNet from chucking a 70 megaton bomb onto LA
or an HK or something similar. There is no rigorous exposition as to what
constitues a valid object; living things could just as easily mean just
human beings (maybe it wouldn't work with say... insects. or reptiles), or
something equally odd.  Again, the information on this is deliberately
vague in the both movies for a very good reason: it's not important to the
story.

Matt Pyson
Internet: MRP105@psuvm.psu.edu
BITNET: MRP105 AT PSUVM

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 15:28:57 GMT
From: hobbit@ac.dal.ca
Subject: Re: Terminator 2 **probably more spoilers**

jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll) writes:
> I didn't take Sarah's speech to Dyson as anti-science, but rather another
> expression of the 'Men are just Killing Machines with Testicles,
> Incapable of Creative work, unless that Work leads to Sex or Death'
> credo.  I don't remember if they stuck the standard 'Men can't get
> pregnant, so men can't understand the joy of creating life within one's
> self' line that usually gets mentioned in the 'Testosterone = Evil'
> speechs I've heard.

I think they did.

> It's *obvious* the movie has a heavy anti-male bias; the only major
> female character is a Good Guy driven to insanity by her predominantly
> male doctors, and most of the men (Flesh and Toaster-Oven) are fools, or
> tools of Skynet.

I don't know: John Connor is supposed to save the human race, you know.  I
don't know if we can count Arnie or not; but he was trustworthy and
self-sacrificing and took instruction well :-) Dyson turned out to be a
good guy once Sarah decided to let him live.

And Sarah's doctors weren't all male: a couple of the visitors being shown
around were women.

Roald

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 17:36:15 GMT
From: ingria@bbn.com (Bob Ingria)
Subject: Re: T2 references to T1

throopw@sheol.UUCP (Wayne Throop) writes:
>Anyway, if I'm right about these three, I probably missed zillions.
>Anybody else see any?  (I'm discounting the "I'll be back"... it's
>practically a trademark by now, not a reference.)

Yes, it is a trademark, but it also introduces a replay of the original
"I'll be back" scene from T1.  In T1, Arnie returns, driving a car through
the door of the police station and the (presumably bulletproof) glass of
the main desk.  In T2, Arnie returns, driving an armored SWAT van, throught
the glass doors of the Cyberdyne building and through the reception desk.
He swings it around into the elevator corridor, allowing the Connors to get
in the back while blocking them from the fire by the police in the lobby.
(It also remided me a lot of Ripley's use of the armored vehicle to get the
marines in Aliens.)

Bob

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 18:35:56 GMT
From: draughn@iitmax.iit.edu (Mark Draughn)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2 (SPOILERS)

SPOILERS for Terminator 2, including the ending.

wbarnes@sura.net (Bill Barnes) writes:
>jeanie@media-lab.media.mit.edu (Jean Kim) writes:
>>Now, the thing that really bothered me was how they treated the Dyson
>>guy.
[...]
>>Now, I know, her character is a bit disturbed in more ways than one.
>>However, because she is such a big part of that movie, what she says is
>>in effect what the movie is saying.
[...]
>
>...one of the first things I learned in any of my creative writing classes
>is never assume the characters'/narrators' opinions are the same as the
>writer's.  Of course, you can't assume they're not the same either, but
>still...

I agree, but there are other issues I disagree with.  Besides this is
sf-lovers.

>>Equating the destruction of the human race with the research of
>>microchips is like blaming Einstein for Hiroshima!
[...]
>It seemed obvious to me that Dyson had never even considered the military
>possibilities of the chip.  For him, he was probably just doing his job.
>He might have even been enjoying it.  How was he supposed to know he'd
>eventually be responsible for (or at least blamed for) the creation of an
>AI that blows up the world?

That's what I thought.  I just wish the movie had spent 20 seconds to tell
us what Dyson had in mind, the benefits of better computers.

[...]
>I felt that if T2 was "preaching" anything, it was caution, a warning
>about the dangers inherent in technology.

That's fine.  However, I think of technology being inherently neutral,
especially some broad technology like computers.  I thought this was the
approach the film was taking because the terminator had been programmed to
be on Sarah's side.  It was obedient.  Sarah even considers the advantages
of letting the terminator help her take care of John.  By destroying the
chip and the terminator at the end, the movie implies that this sort of
computer technology is necessarily bad.  I just don't agree.

It is only the accident of Skynet's malfunction that caused trouble - great
heaping gobs of trouble, granted but, it was still a malfunction.

On the other hand, the series 800 terminator demonstrates the ability to
understand spoken English (I wish they had shown us that he understood
Spanish as well), operate a vehicle, protect people from injury, and
perform minor medical tasks.  Who knows what really great things the
terminator could have learned to do or been programmed to do?  If we remove
the requirement that the AI hardware fits in an android, the possibilities
would be incredible.

Since Sarah's going to have to go into hiding again (she's wanted in
connection with a lot of crimes) I think she should have taken the
terminator with her.  It could have defended her from criminals, helped her
run a farm, tutored John, taken care of her in her old age...it would have
made a nice epilogue.

>But hey, that's just my opinion...

Yeah, and as soon as someone gives me $100 million to make my movie I'll
show you all how it should have been done!  Coming next: How I'd fix all
those problems in "Citizen Kane" :-) --

Mark Draughn
Academic Computing Center
Illinois Institute of Technology
10 W. 31st Street
Chicago, Illinois  60616
+1 312 567 5962
draughn@iitmax.iit.edu
SYSMARK@IITVAX.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 17:26:07 GMT
From: prs@turing.acs.virginia.edu (Phillip R. Scarr)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

dcb2834@tamsun.TAMU.EDU (David Browne) writes:
>Maybe I missed something, but from the first movie, I thought that metal
>could not be transported back through time unless it was enclosed in some
>sort of biological field.  If so, then how could the T-1000 get back
>through time?  Was there a biological field involved here that I missed?
>Or is it that liquid metal is just super-duper special?

THANK YOU!! I was beginning to think I was crazy.  This was a GLARING
error.  Am I the only one (besides the person I went with) who DIDN'T like
this movie??? (NO flames please, opinions are like assholes, even I am
entitled to one!!!)

Phillip Scarr
prs9k@virginia.EDU
prs9k@virginia.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 21:15:34 GMT
From: jsanders@symcom (John E. Sanders)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

dcb2834@tamsun.TAMU.EDU (David Browne) writes:
>Maybe I missed something, but from the first movie, I thought that metal
>could not be transported back through time unless it was enclosed in some
>sort of biological field.  If so, then how could the T-1000 get back
>through time?  Was there a biological field involved here that I missed?
>Or is it that liquid metal is just super-duper special?  

2 points:

1) It seems a new method of time travel was invented.  Notice the perfect
sphere that is removed from the destination time.  This new method could
also transport un-enclosed metal.

2) Even without a new method, the technology for encasing androids in
undetectable organic matter (realistic-looking skin) was already available,
since the first terminator got back.  We never see the T1000 before it
assumes the first form, so it could be encased as the original terminator
was, or even in a simple organic bag.

John E. Sanders
jsanders@symcom.math.uiuc.edu       

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jul 91 22:31:42 GMT
From: C09615TY@wuvmd.wustl.edu (Timothy M. Bollefer)
Subject: Re: T2 references to T1

Consider these to be SPOILERS of a sort...

There were several other, interesting one's that I noticed:

In T2 the good guys roll over the swat van after being rear-ended by the
T1000 in the helicopter.  In T1 the good guys roll over another car after
temporarily disposing of the terminator on the motorcycle.  (Arnie seems to
like motor cycles in BOTH movies.  From the shades on down.)  Another thing
is the fact that the accident happens on a bridge in BOTH movies.  Lines
are the same, as mentioned previously, and so on.  The terminators both
chase the good guys in tanker trucks.  Both times they think they've done
the baddie in.  Both times they're wrong.  Another interesting quirk which
I don't think could be "accidental" was this: In T1 after Arnie's
terminator is fried to a crisp, he emerges from the burning truck limping
on his left leg.  In T2 Arnie is limping on the same leg, in exactly the
same way as he had in T1.  Only this time, he has most of his skin with
him.  Also note that the good guys in both movies seem to prefer sawed off
shotguns...

Anyway, I'll leave some for somebody else.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 04:01:54 GMT
From: bknight3@eleazar.dartmouth.edu (Bruce Knight)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2

jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll) writes:
>I didn't take Sarah's speech to Dyson as anti-science, but rather another
>expression of the 'Men are just Killing Machines with Testicles, Incapable
>of Creative work, unless that Work leads to Sex or Death' credo.  I don't
>remember if they stuck the standard 'Men can't get pregnant, so men can't
>understand the joy of creating life within one's self' line that usually
>gets mentioned in the 'Testosterone = Evil' speechs I've heard.  It's
>*obvious* the movie has a heavy anti-male bias; the only major female
>character is a Good Guy driven to insanity by her predominantly male
>doctors, and most of the men (Flesh and Toaster-Oven) are fools, or tools
>of Skynet.

May have only been Sarah's opinion, but that was definitely what she was
trying to say to Dyson at that point.  She would have gone even further if
JC hadn't broken in: "We need to be a bit constructive here..."

Then again, who would you consider the major male characters?  (BESIDES
Arnold and the Blob.)

BK

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 17:32:00 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2

bknight3@eleazar.dartmouth.edu (Bruce Knight) writes:
>May have only been Sarah's opinion, but that was definitely what she was
>trying to say to Dyson at that point.  She would have gone even further if
>JC hadn't broken in: "We need to be a bit constructive here..."
>
>Then again, who would you consider the major male characters?  (BESIDES
>Arnold and the Blob.)

   Hmmm. I'd put John Conner as a major male character, Dsyon as a major
male character, but I *wouldn't* count either of the Terminators.  They're
major characters, but they aren't male in any meaningful sense of the word,
any more than a store mannikin would be termed 'male' or 'female'. The
killer snot monster chose a female form at least once.

   I'd put the Doctor at Pascedero as a major supporting character.
Perhaps I rate Dyson too high as a character, as well.

James Nicoll

------------------------------
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Date: 14 Jul 91 14:05:59 GMT
From: prs@turing.acs.virginia.edu (Phillip R. Scarr)
Subject: _Fallen Angels_, one for the dumpster!

Well, I just WASTED a book yesterday.  You know, after _Footfall_, I should
have realized that Niven and Pournelle have turned into a couple of HACKS
but NOOOOOOOOOOOOOO, I just HAD to try _Fallen Angels_.  Ho boy what a
mistake.

Now maybe it's because I don't consider myself a "Fan", I read SF for fun,
but not for any lifetime commitment of Cons and Costumes.  As an
anthropologist I find the speculative aspects interesting.  I should have
been more in-tune when I read the dedication of the book "To Fans
Everywhere" or something to that effect.  I should have picked up on the
capital F (being a lower-case f myself, as in fan) or something, but I read
on nevertheless.

It was when I hit the sentence that accused the envrironmentalists of
causing the ice age the characters found themselves living in that the
alarms started going off in my head.  When the diatribe continued and
argued that CO2 pollution was GOOD and that burning lots of petrochemicals
and coal would HELP the Earth, I got a little crazy.  But when these two
pompous asses accused the environmentalists (guised here as
"eco-feminists") of being responsible for the "computer licensing laws" I
got truly pissed.  In case you're not aware (you in the editorial sense,
here), the environmentalists are using the information revolution to the
fullest extent possible setting up bulletin boards and internet
connections, organizing whole movements by computer.  Niven and Pournelle
must be on some kind of mind-altering substances or maybe their brains are
being controlled by Exxon, it's the only solution I can figure out.  But
even this did not make me throw the book away.  Here is the paragraph,
reprinted without permission, that did this piece of crap in:

   "The ruling coalition of proxmires, rifkins, falwells and maclaines
scorned the `materialist science story.'  As if there were another kind of
science; as if it were something invented, like myth, to be discarded when
a better `story' came along." pages 123-124.

Rip went the book, right down the spine and into the trash it went.  I
retrieved it to write this and decided to throw it into the RECYCLING bin
instead, as I should have done in the first place, just out of SPITE!

Now some of you may be saying "what's wrong with that paragraph?  Science
is truth" or something to that effect.  Well, I don't agree (violently).
In fact, while this is neither the time nor the place to go into detail
about the validity of alternative epistemologies, even the most hard-core
scientist must admit that his own interpretations of the phenomena he
observes are dictated by the QUESTIONS he thinks to ask and that those
QUESTIONS are influenced by his own cultural milieu.  Thus science can be
many things to many people and much of the conclusions drawn by the
scientific method do take on the quality of myth.  For instance, no one has
ever seen a quark, but we know they exist and influence the world.  A New
Guinea highlander would say that he knows ghosts exist, although no one has
ever seen one, but they influence people's lives every day.  It is all a
matter of choosing your validity's frame of reference.  And it is all very,
very, very subjective.

So that is the last book by these hacks that I will ever buy.  A true waste
of trees is _Fallen Angels_ (but I'm sure that Niven and Pournelle don't
really give a shit).

Phil Scarr
Department of Anthropology
prs9k@virginia.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 00:22:41 GMT
From: steinly@zeppo.tapir.caltech.edu (Steinn Sigurdsson)
Subject: Re: _Fallen Angels_, one for the dumpster!

prs@turing (Phillip R. Scarr) writes:
>   "The ruling coalition of proxmires, rifkins, falwells and maclaines
>scorned the `materialist science story.'  As if there were another kind of
>science; as if it were something invented, like myth, to be discarded when
>a better `story' came along." pages 123-124.
>
>Rip went the book, right down the spine and into the trash it went.  I
>retrieved it to write this and decided to throw it into the RECYCLING bin
>instead, as I should have done in the first place, just out of SPITE!
>
>Now some of you may be saying "what's wrong with that paragraph?  Science
>is truth" or something to that effect.  Well, I don't agree (violently).
>In fact, while this is neither the time nor the place to go into detail
>about the validity of alternative epistemologies, even the most hard-core
>scientist must admit that his own interpretations of the phenomena he
>observes are dictated by the QUESTIONS he thinks to ask and that those
>QUESTIONS are influenced by his own cultural milieu.  Thus science can be
>many things to many people and much of the conclusions drawn by the
>scientific method do take on the quality of myth.  For instance, no one
>has ever seen a quark, but we know they exist and influence the world.  A
>New Guinea highlander would say that he knows ghosts exist, although no
>one has ever seen one, but they influence people's lives every day.  It is
>all a matter of choosing your validity's frame of reference.  And it is
>all very, very, very subjective.

   Interesting. I've seen this attitude increasingly recently, and while I
understand its origin and motivation, it is (IM*O) wrong at a very
fundamental level.
   While science in general, and physics in particular, comes wrapped in a
nice parcel with a host of philosophies, hypotheses, theorems and laws, at
the basic level it consists of observations, experiments and predictions.
The fundamental hypothesis of science is that phenomena are reproducible
and predictable, and independent of the observer (ignoring for the moment
the somewhat different quantum mechanical observation-experiment
interaction). So if I become solipsistic I will still get the same result
from my calculations and experiments.
   Now, all this may be wrong. However, it is observed to work, well. If
you don't believe it, try stepping off a tall building and denying Newton's
law while I calculate your impact speed and the impulse on your ankles ;-)

   In physics, it either doesn't work, or it can be used to kill you. I've
never seen a quark neither, but I can call SLAC and have them tell me what
fraction of the time two protons colliding will generate a narrow jet with
a certain ratio of total momentum transverse to the proton beam. I'll tell
you the answer, you can go collide your own protons and see if you get the
same little jet...  if you stick your head in the detector you'll die.
Can't get more real then that...

Steinn Sigurdsson
Physics, Caltech
steinly@tapir.Caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 02:14:14 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: _Fallen Angels_, one for the dumpster!

prs@turing.acs.virginia.edu (Phillip R. Scarr) writes:
> I just HAD to try _Fallen Angels_.  Ho boy what a mistake. [...]  Now
>maybe it's because I don't consider myself a "Fan", [...]  It was when I
>hit the sentence that accused the envrironmentalists of causing the ice
>age the characters found themselves living in that the alarms started
>going off in my head.  When the diatribe continued and argued that CO2
>pollution was GOOD and that burning lots of petrochemicals and coal would
>HELP the Earth, I got a little crazy.

In the mini-review I posted last month, these are precisely the subjects I
warned would cause some people to hate the book. It is a fun read to some
people who don't mind this, others will be too upset at the ideology etc to
enjoy it.

Just for the record, this thing about CO2 pollution being "good" in the
sense that it may have *already* staved off an ice age is probably true.
It's certainly controversial, but there is quite a bit of evidence for
this, and Niven and Pournelle are far from the first ones to bring it up.
They're just quoting a majority (arguably) view.

(I can explain if you haven't heard this side of things before, but no
point in flaming about it...like I said, it *is* controversial in
scientific theories, but is *not* a crank theory.)

> [...]  But even this did not make me throw the book away.  Here is the
>paragraph, reprinted without permission, that did this piece of crap in:
>
>   "The ruling coalition of proxmires, rifkins, falwells and maclaines
>scorned the `materialist science story.'  As if there were another kind of
>science; as if it were something invented, like myth, to be discarded when
>a better `story' came along." pages 123-124.

Although your rebuttal to this makes sense in a standalone sense, I think
it is rather unfair in *this* context. Are you familiar with what each of
Wm. Proxmire, Jeremy Rifkin, Jerry Falwell, and Shirley MacLaine are famous
for in this connection???

I agree that the book has its faults, but this particular paragraph makes
*me* want to cheer. These four individuals IMHO are highly destructive to
the welfare of our species. MacLaine arguably less so than the other three,
but arguably more so from some points of view; call it even.

As for your rebuttal without regard to these individuals:

>Now some of you may be saying "what's wrong with that paragraph?  Science
>is truth" or something to that effect.  Well, I don't agree (violently).

Right. And that fairy tale was extremely well punctured by "The Structure
of Scientific Revolutions" by Thomas Kuhn, one of the most influential
books of the 20th century. (Please don't say "paradigm" without reading
this book. 1/2 :-)

>In fact, while this is neither the time nor the place to go into detail
>about the validity of alternative epistemologies, even the most hard-core
>scientist must admit that his own interpretations of the phenomena he
>observes are dictated by the QUESTIONS he thinks to ask and that those
>QUESTIONS are influenced by his own cultural milieu.

Right. On the other hand, this rather profound view that you espouse is a
two edged sword, because it is often used by anti-intellectuals to attack
those who do their level best to constructively seek insight and
understanding (and even "truth" with a *lower* case 't' ;-).

Creationists love to use the above to attack scientists, which, IMAO is on
level with throwing dung on a homecoming parade. I.e. tasteless and
immature at best.

>Thus science can be many things to many people and much of the conclusions
>drawn by the scientific method do take on the quality of myth.

As long as you accent "much" and don't overgeneralize to "all."

>For instance, no one has ever seen a quark, but we know they exist and
>influence the world.  A New Guinea highlander would say that he knows
>ghosts exist, although no one has ever seen one, but they influence
>people's lives every day.  It is all a matter of choosing your validity's
>frame of reference.  And it is all very, very, very subjective.

It is and it isn't. To an anthropologist, the above view of ghosts would be
a very important one to take seriously and neutrally and to study in terms
of its role (doubtless a positive and important one) in the society and
psychology of the people in question.

That may mean that ghosts are useful for *those* people to believe in, but
not that they are useful for the average American to believe in. Same thing
with quarks; I'm not sure I see any benefit in having the average Joe Blow
believe in quarks. He wouldn't have the background to quite know what they
meant anyway, and furthermore no matter what he believes in that regard, it
won't alter his life at all.

To a scientist or even someone who is the archetypal "well rounded, well
read, well educated" citizen, a belief in quarks can be quite important in
terms of being one of many building blocks that, all together, form a
picture and an understanding of the world and universe.  Hopefully it will
not be a fanatical belief, though, because a better model than that of
quarks may yet be found. Nonetheless they are *currently* important to such
people.

>So that is the last book by these hacks that I will ever buy.  A true
>waste of trees is _Fallen Angels_ (but I'm sure that Niven and Pournelle
>don't really give a shit).

Well, that's of course a matter of taste. I found The Mote in God's Eye
good enough that I will *always* keep my eye on what they're doing, even
when I strongly dislike some/many of their other efforts (e.g. Legacy of
Heorot).

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 20:13:05 GMT
From: djdaneh@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Re: _Fallen Angels_, one for the dumpster!

doug@netcom.COM (Doug Merritt) writes:
>Although your rebuttal to this makes sense in a standalone sense, I think
>it is rather unfair in *this* context. Are you familiar with what each of
>Wm. Proxmire, Jeremy Rifkin, Jerry Falwell, and Shirley MacLaine are
>famous for in this connection???

For those who aren't, here's a useful guide:

Proxmire: During the '70s launched a high-publicity campaign, the "Golden
Fleece Award," to dump scorn on the massive inefficiencies and waste in
government.  Generally applauded (it was this, for example, that brought
the $40,000 Air Force toilet seat to public attention), Proxmire lost a lot
of friends in the SF community when he dared to gore _their_ sacred ox
(talk about mixed metaphors), NASA.

Rifkin: Generally harmless, a center of the "low-tech, small is beautiful"
movement.  Possibly even useful as a counterweight to the equally inane
belief that unlimited growth can continue without check.

Falwell: Promotes a religious point of view.  Notable for believing that
the Genesis story is literally true and that women don't own their bodies.
Has yet to demonstrably convince anyone who didn't already believe these
things anyway.

MacLaine: Very silly, really.  Believes in a number of unprovable things
(as everyone does).  Hers happen to be unfashionable among science-oriented
intellectuals.

What all these four have in common, of course, is that they have gained a
fair amount of ink for positions that disagree with the sacred beliefs of
Pournelle and maybe Niven (whose beliefs are a little harder to figure out:
does he agree with Pournelle on all this shit, or does he just go along
with him?), and are therefore Anathema.

I'm reminded of Robert Anton Wilson's practice (in one of the SCHRODINGER'S
CAT books) of self-censorship.  If person X disapproved of the use of
certain words, he decided, then he would substitute person X's name for
those words.  (The logic was that these people wouldn't find their own
names offensive.  Frankly, Warren Burger almost certainly would object to a
character who "took a Burger," or Anita Bryant to a guy who "Bryanted"
another guy.)

Me?  I wouldn't touch FALLEN ANGELS with a ten-foot pickle, though I've
been offered free copies twice.  Niven shot his authorly wad years ago, and
Pournelle never had one.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 03:28:44 GMT
From: steinly@zeppo.tapir.caltech.edu (Steinn Sigurdsson)
Subject: Re: _Fallen Angels_, one for the dumpster!

djdaneh@PacBell (Dan'l DanehyOakes) writes:
>Proxmire: [...]

In part, his antics helped cripple NASA during the late Nixon-Ford era, he
destroyed some valuable fringe experiments and pushed NASA towards excess
conservatism to avoid ridicule - one of his favourite targets was SETI

>Rifkin: [...]

Recently has concentrated on law suits to block genetic engineering,
generally wants no geneng of any kind, certainly not any released from the
lab. Likely to be a major issue in the next decade.  I agree he makes
useful counterweight, but fighting him for the happy medium takes a lot of
effort

>MacLaine: [...]

Prominent New Age/Crystal Power disciple. Best description is Brin's that
she's a traitor to her culture. Incredibly stupid (IM*O - just in case her
lawyer reads this ;-), but a good example of the anti-intellectual
know-nothings currently sprouting all over the US. Only consolation is they
like their creature comforts enough to pay the rest of us to keep them
going. Evolution in Action should take care of those who continue to take
spiritual healing powers for granted ;-)

>I'm reminded of Robert Anton Wilson's practice (in one of the
>SCHRODINGER'S CAT books) of self-censorship.  If person X disapproved of
>the use of certain words, he decided, then he would substitute person X's
>name for those words.  (The logic was that these people wouldn't find
>their own names offensive.  Frankly, Warren Burger almost certainly would
>object to a character who "took a Burger," or Anita Bryant to a guy who
>"Bryanted" another guy.)

I prefer Gore Vidal's "Rehnquist!"

>Me?  I wouldn't touch FALLEN ANGELS with a ten-foot pickle, though

I found it amusing.

Steinn Sigurdsson
Physics, Caltech
steinly@tapir.Caltech.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	    Books - Asimov & Brin & Brust (6 msgs) & Gemmell &
                    Dragonlance (6 msgs) & Requests (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 19:10:56 GMT
From: x89werner6@gw.wmich.edu
Subject: New Foundation Novel

I don't know if this question has already been asked, but I'll throw it out
there anyways.  Does anyone have any idea when Asimov's new Foundation
novel is coming out?  I have heard rumors about it for the last several
months, and I recently bought a copy of his End of Eternity that mentioned
he was working on Precursor to Foundation.  Also, does anyone know what
it's about (other than the fact that it takes place between Pebble in the
Sky and Prelude to Foundation)?

Scott Werner

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 05:14:46 GMT
From: djheydt@garnet.berkeley.edu
Subject: Good Brin books vs. the other kind

slh5087@zeus.tamu.edu writes:
>I don't think I've ever thrown a book in the trash, but I did recently run
>to my local used bookstore as fast as I could to sell a book and get the
>thing out of my house as soon as possible -  _Earth_ by David Brin.  Other
>people who have not read _Earth_ say Brin is great, and I think I will try
>his _Startide Rising_ soon... but this is his last chance.

Good books by Brin, which is to say, the Uplift books: (in chronological
order):
   Sundiver
   Startide Rising
   The Uplift War
   Sooners (_supposed_ to be the title of the next one, out some
      time soon now I hope)

Indifferent books by Brin: all the others.

See how easy it can get???

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 00:48:54 GMT
From: mtpins@l_ecn12.icaen.uiowa.edu (Michael T Pins)
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Jhereg_

kimshi@wpi.WPI.EDU (Erik Currin):
> Anybody know the full list of books by Brust? I might just be FORCED to
> pick them up if they are as good as this one. Maybe I'll review.

Going from memory -

Vlad Taltos books:
Jhereg
Yendi
Taltos
Teckla
Phoenix

Related book:
Brokedown Palace

Other books:
To Reign In Hell
The Sun The Moon And The Stars

Michael Pins
ISCA's Amiga Librarian
amigapd@grind.isca.uiowa.edu   

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 01:03:00 GMT
From: cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin)
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Jhereg_

kimshi@wpi.WPI.EDU (Erik Currin) writes:
>Steven Brust's _Jhereg_ has GOT to be one of the most captivating,
>awesome, exciting, nail-biting, thumping good stories I have read in quite
>some time (and I read VERY frequently).

Solid plot and decent characterization but I found the writing rather
wooden and lacking in imagery, and felt no inclination to continue with the
series.  Your mileage may vary.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 07:08:29 GMT
From: djl@cup.portal.com (Derek Joseph LeLash)
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Jhereg_

I would also recommend Brust's work in general, although "To Reign in Hell"
and "Teckla" left me somewhat cold. Once you read most of them, see what
you make of the character that (I think) appears in all his books! Also,
keep an eye out for Grateful Dead references, if you're savvy to that kind
of thing.  Brust used to be on the net, which lent an interesting
perspective to discussions here. I don't suppose he's lurking even
today...?

Derek
djl@cup.portal.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 15:16:52 GMT
From: graham@june.cs.washington.edu (Stephen Graham)
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Jhereg_

mtpins@icaen.uiowa.edu writes:
>Other books:
>To Reign In Hell

Well, a friend of mine and I were going to throw this one in the dumpster
together. But Seattle was in the middle of a cold spell, so we used it to
light a fire instead.

Interesting idea foiled by bad presentation. Boring doesn't convey the
correct impression of the torture of this book.

Stephen Graham
(206) 543-8115
graham@cs.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 17:04:46 GMT
From: ted@welchlab.welch.jhu.edu (Ted Ying)
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Jhereg_

kimshi@wpi.WPI.EDU (Erik Currin) writes:
>Steven Brust's _Jhereg_ has GOT to be one of the most captivating,
>awesome, exciting, nail-biting, thumping good stories I have read in quite
>some time (and I read VERY frequently).
>
>Its main character is an assassin... You'll just have to read it yourself
>to enjoy it as much as I did.

Hmmm, I enjoyed _Jhereg_, but not quite as much as you did (apparently).  I
was a little bit put off by Brust's cleverness.	 He loved to throw
unexplained things into the story and then wait 100 pages to explain them.
Some of these things were very	 basic to the story and made it tough for
me to maintain interest without being explained.

For example, it was hard for me to understand the symbolism of the houses
and the animals/monsters that they were named for until later in the story
(about 2/3 of the way through the book), when the female sorceress finally
tells the protagonist about the history about the houses.  It also takes
*FOREVER* to find out what exactly a Jhereg was or a dragon (in this story)
and the various other creatures.  I don't like Brust's cleverness and found
his careless tossing in of details without explaining them until later a
bit annoying.  I always felt like he was hiding something for me and
teasing me with this information.

He has a fine prose style, but I wasn't so keen on his tactics in laying
out the story.  I'll probably still pick up the next book in the series
some time and see if I still find him annoying or not.  My best friend
loved _Jhereg_ and all its sequels and he keeps trying to get me to read
them.

Ted Ying
ted@welch.jhu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 17:49:10 GMT
From: betsyp@apollo.hp.com (Betsy Perry)
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Jhereg_

Forthcoming this fall (and sounds like a real corker!)  *The Phoenix
Guards*, said by the *Locus* reviewer to be a marvellous pastiche of *The
Three Musketeers*.  I can't wait; good swashbucklers are hard to come by in
these degenerate times.

mtpins@icaen.uiowa.edu writes:
>Other books:
>To Reign In Hell
>The Sun The Moon And The Stars

*Cowboy Feng's Space Bar and Grille* and stories in the various *Liavek*
collections.

I, too, loved *Jhereg*.  The thing that impresses me overall about Brust is
that he's experimenting and (IMAO) getting better with each book.  I like
some of the books better than others, but I respect all of them.  Brust
didn't content himself with being a good imitator of '30s detective novels.
It's a lot safer to turn yourself into a repeatable commodity than to
stretch your limits.

Compare Piers Anthony, who takes one great novel-length idea and then
stretches it into a series so thin you can read the *Times* through it.
Or, sadder still, Craig Shaw Gardner, who IMAO has brilliant ideas (e.g.
the Cineverse) and is completely unable to build on them.  It's a rare gift
to start good and get better.  (Sigh.  There was a time when I would have
included Sherri Tepper in this latter class.)

Betsy Perry
Apollo Division
Hewlett-Packard, Inc.
betsyp@apollo.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 15:10:18 GMT
From: blloyd@axion.bt.co.uk (Brian Lloyd)
Subject: Re: re: David Gemmell

ele9102@CDC835.CDC.POLIMI.IT (Francesco Marcolla):
> Here are some [maybe all] of his novels:
> 
> - Legend                    \  
> - The King beyond the Gate   > The 'Drenai' series
> - Waylander                 /

There's now a single book containing all of the above novels, plus a short
story about Druss (it's about the battle against the Immortals). The book
is called `Drenai Tales'.

There is also a fourth book in the Drenai series, called `Search for Lost
Heroes'. This book is set some time after `The King Beyond the Gate'.

As a matter of interest, David Gemmell started writing `Legend' while off
work waiting for the results of a cancer test. Fortunately, the test was
negative.

Brian

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 03:31:36 GMT
From: 6600kntp@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (High Prince Rohan)
Subject: Re: Dragonlance

glenn8@garfield.cs.mun.ca (Glenn Stowe) writes:
>I'm into the third volume of the Death Gate Cycle right now.

Third volume?!?!  It's out?  Where?  How much?

Kent Perrier         
6600kntp@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu
6600kntp@ucsbuxa.BITNET  

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 06:38:36 GMT
From: phillips@syrinx.umd.edu (Felan shena Thoron'edras)
Subject: Dragonlance

I thought I might as well throw in my opinions here:
  The original series, Chronicles, I liked a lot.  Especially Fizban, but I
liked it all.  The interrelations of the different races got complex and
_stayed_ that way, instead of being "oh no evil threatens and now all our
racial prejudices we've had for years are going away now", which is a bit
unreasonable.  (Some people would do that, because they got forced into
working together; look at Laurana.  But most people wouldn't think about it
that way.)
  I liked the second series, Legends.  I always did like Tas.
  I liked the parts that Weis&Hickman wrote, in the short stories.  The
other ones varied a lot but tended to be of much lower quality, IMHO.
Still, they were readable.
  The Preludes I and II series got out of hand with the "we're going to
fight off the legions of the Dark Queen now".  No one knew the old gods
even existed, and yet off the people went, and fought Takhisis.  Absolutely
irrational, I thought. (Actually, I don't remember which ones did this and
which didn't, of the 6 books.  They all blurred together.)
  I sort of did and sort of didn't like the Heroes I and II series.  Some
were okay (Huma, the two Galen ones), but the others didn't do much for me.
  I liked the one book of the Meetings Sextet that I've read.  Mostly,
anyway.  I didn't really like the ending, but I'd have to reread it to try
to remember why.
  I liked the one about the Elven Nations that I've read so far; I like the
elves and was curious about how they split up.  This tends to be one of the
things I like most anyway, finding out about the 'history' of the world and
its peoples.  Satisfies my history urge and my "give me stories" urge at
the same time. :-)
  Most of this is vague, and I'll try to remember more if people ask me,
but I wanted the last few to be vague because they're new.
  (Now, the question is, did I manage to get all the books in there? :-) )

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 21:55:34 GMT
From: ottoh@amiganet.chi.il.us (Otto Hammersmith)
Subject: Re: Dragonlance

I've read much of the Dragonlance series (including all the books you
mentioned).  I think it is AWESOME!!!  One thing though that I could never
figure out was why in the Legends Raistlin didn't realize that Tas was the
Gnome's replacement (I can't remember his name).  As far as I can tell he
needed Tas to be able to change history, but why did he let Caramon and Tas
leave at the same time he was casting the spell to open the gate??  Any
ideas?

Otto

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 13:04:00 GMT
From: FTT@nccibm1.bitnet (Sheri R. Anderson)
Subject: Dragonlace

I have read all of the Dragonlace novels to date.  The Chronicles and
Legends trilogies are the BEST books in the series, but I can honestly
say that I enjoyed eveyone of them.

The new trilogy (The Elven Nations Trilogy) so far (only one has been
published - book two is due out in August) rivals the quality of the
Chronicles.

I really like the fact that they 'went back in time' to the early lives of
the Heros (Preludes I and II and the new Meetings Sextant trilogy) because
it really helps understand the character's personality at the time of the
War of the Lance.

When I play AD&D, I use the world of Krynn as my primary base of info.
(With a few changes to fit my needs).  BTW, the AD&D modules are based on
the books, not the other way around.

With the release of the 2nd edition of the AD&D game the World of Krynn
grew to include another continent (I can't remember the name of the new
continent since I don't use it in my games).

I have also read Wies and Hickman's _Rose of the Profit_ series which I
enjoyed.  I would like to read the Darksword Trilogy as well.  If anyone
could send be more info about the story (no Spoilers please) I would
appreciate it.

Sheri R. Anderson
FTT@NCCIBM1.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 91 22:24:44 GMT
From: phillips@syrinx.umd.edu (Felan shena Thoron'edras)
Subject: Re: Dragonlance

ottoh@amiganet.chi.il.us (Otto Hammersmith) writes:
>One thing though that I could never figure out was why in the Legends
>Raistlin didn't realize that Tas was the Gnome's replacement (I can't
>remember his name).  As far as I can tell he needed Tas to be able to
>change history, but why did he let Caramon and Tas leave at the same time
>he was casting the spell to open the gate??  Any ideas?

Well, Raistlin was going on what was written in the Fistandantilus-becomes-
Raistlin timeline, in Astinus' books.  Tas changed it to
R-becomes-F-becomes- R.  I don't think Raistlin thought Tas could change it
that way - he didn't think about how having Tas there could affect his
current plans in the Dwarf Wars, only about how he could change the
Cataclysm times.
  As to why he 'let' them leave - he didn't.  He didn't have a choice.  The
spell he was using took almost all of his energy as it was, and it was
already being disturbed and harder to control by the time Raistlin actually
realized that Caramon was leaving right then.  Raistlin didn't have time to
stop them.  He didn't realize Tas had the device, if I remember right, so
he didn't think they'd survive.  But I could be wrong there; I last read
them a while back and my memory is fuzzy on the little details.
  Anyway, not knowing Tas had the device would certainly account for it -
he wouldn't have thought to restrain them at all, so he wouldn't have been
able to stop them once he'd started his spell; too much energy would have
been required.

Leanne Phillips

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 15:15:09 GMT
From: s_comeau@unhh.unh.edu (Susan B Comeau)
Subject: RE: Dragonlance

I was psyched to see that some other people really like the Dragonlance
series too.  I thought that all of the books by Weiss and Hickman in the
Dragonlance series were great, but the newer series that tells what the
characters were doing before the war stinks.  (At least the ones I've
read).  I bought the Darksword series (by Weiss and Hickman) hoping it
would be good, but I didn't really get into it.  Has anybody read any of
the Rose of the Prophet?  Is it any good?

Sue 
electrical eng.
UNH
s_comeau@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 05:40:38 GMT
From: jtice@dick.uvic.ca (Jason W. Tice)
Subject: looking for two short stories....

This has been bothering me for a while...

I collect SF&F anthologies, and I'm *sure* I had these stories once.  If
anyone can give me the title/author/other information on these stories,
please enlighten me!

1) All I remember is a poker game where the stakes are bodily organs.  The
game is played on some sort of psychic level, with two people in a team.
One acts as a shield, another acts as the core.  (Sorry, that's *all* I
remember.)

2) What I remember here is a man and his wife both have highly developed
telepathic powers.  The wife dies, and the man becomes a
traveller-transient, whatever, privvy to many people's thoughts.  he
eventually starts working with mentally handicapped children, and is put in
charge of supervising one who is completely withdrawn, to the point where
his telepathic defenses are so high, the man cannot enter.  Eventually, he
does get into the boy's mind, and finds a world created around the images
he himself is radiating to the boys consciousness.

It starts out, The man goes down to the beach and shares the view/etc.
with his wife who is dying in a hospital bed miles away...

That's it.

Please, *ANY* help would be greatly greatly appreciated.  I really hate it
when this happens - I remember a storyline, I search throughout my whole
collection, and I'm not really sure what I'm looking for.

Send any info to jtice@dick.uvic.ca or jason@softwords.bc.ca

This has been bothering me for about 2 weeks now.

Jason W. Tice
jtice@arlo.uvic.ca
jason@softwords.bc.ca

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 16:18:00 GMT
From: amd@samson.mit.edu (Ann M. Davis)
Subject: Fairy Tales

Del Rey (I think) Has a series of books which are re-tellings of fairy
tales.  Included is _Jack the Giant Killer_ by Charles de Lint, _The Sun,
The Moon, and the Stars_ by Steven Brust, and _Snow White and Rose Red_ by
???

Question?  Does anyone have a list of the other books in this series??  And
possibly how I can get a hold of them?

E-mail please, once I get a complete list I'll post it.

Thanks.

Ann
amd@space.mit.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Delany (5 msgs) & Dickson (2 msgs) &
                       Rucker (3 msgs) & Waldrop & Cyberpunk &
                       Unreadable Books

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 22:19:00 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Dhalgren-bashing

cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin) sez:
>Anyone with the manhood, or womynhood, to publicly deny either or both of
>the following two points, please speak up.  Then I'll know who to flame.
>
>1) While Delany's novels have many complex subplots, they are often
>missing a tight master plot.

Point number one, I guess.  I won't deny this, though I don't see it as a
problem.  I think Babel-17, Nova, and the early stuff, though, is as
tightly plotted as one could wish.  Dhalgren, Triton and Stars, no.  but
then Delany is interested more in exploring some questions about sexuality
and identity than in writing straightforward SF romance plots.  I think
this is a plus; you're welcome to consider it a minus.

>Many are sexually explicit to the point of extreme offensiveness.

Well, I'll deny the offensiveness part.  I like that stuff.

>And the flow of events Delany depicts is often convoluted to the point of
>incoherence.

Only true in Dhalgren and maybe The Einstein Intersection, as far as I can
remember.  Perhaps in the Neveryon books, which I've only read pieces of.
Not true in Nova, Babel-17, Triton, The Jewels of Aptor, or the Towers
trilogy.

>2) Delany is a brilliant sf writer.

Sometimes.  Sometimes he's tiresome, wordy and overly concerned with verbal
flash and half-assimilated ideas.  Sometimes both.

I think anyone who likes "conventional" SF but hasn't read Babel-17, Nova
and the short fiction is missing a treat.  Some of the others may be a
little too exotic for your liking in one way or another (and Triton is
plain bad in my opinion), but B-17 and Nova, at least, are extremely tasty.
And some of Delany's short stories are amazingly good.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 91 21:28:06 GMT
From: hsv3!mvp@vicom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Subject: Re: Dhalgren-bashing

rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson) writes:
>I think anyone who likes "conventional" SF but hasn't read Babel-17, Nova
>and the short fiction is missing a treat.

I'll second this.  I have not read Dhalgren, as everything I've read about
it from both detractors and admirers assures me that I would hate it, but I
really, really liked _Babel-17_.  Good stuff.  (I haven't read _Nova_.)

Mike Van Pelt
Headland Technology
mvp@hsv3.lsil.com  
...ames!vsi1!hsv3!mvp

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 02:28:31 GMT
From: tm2q+@andrew.cmu.edu (Timothy Alan Mohler)
Subject: Re: Delany

guilford@otago.ac.nz:
>People have mentioned other things, but what about Delany as a prose
>stylist.  Someone (whose opinion I respect greatly) recommended "Triton"
>(not Dahlgren, it happens) to me, but I couldn't get past the awkward
>prose.  Anyone else have this problem?

Haven't read "Triton" so I can't comment to that, but yes, his prose is a
bit... difficult at times. The thing is, at least in _Dhalgren_, I think he
means it to be difficult when it is. The beginning of _Dhalgren_ is fairly
difficult, Ernest Newboy's speeches are incomprehensible, a A Plague Diary
is sheer torture, but when he wishes to be, Delany is as workmanlike as
Asimov.

Some of the prose throughout _Tales of Neveryona_ reminded me strongly of
the post-modern lit crit set (Derrida etc) and also of some feminist film
analysis, interestingly enough. Again, it's difficult, but I think on
purpose and for a purpose.

If you mean difficult as in wooden, or just plain bad, well, I don't see
much if any of that, but IMHO, you know.

Tim

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 03:03:36 GMT
From: tm2q+@andrew.cmu.edu (Timothy Alan Mohler)
Subject: Re: Dhalgren (was: Books thrown in the trash)

matt@physics16.berkeley.edu (Matt Austern):
>> (Incidentally: those devices -- the 'light-shields', in themselves are
>> sufficient _excuse_ for calling DHALGREN science fiction, if the more
>> abstruse arguments don't hold for you.)
>
>I don't really like saying that a work is SF if it contains technology
>that doesn't exist in the present world.  It seems to me that this would
>incorrectly classify a great many novels as SF.

True. Take Delany's view, though, that SF focuses on objects rather than on
people and relationships, and try this on for size:

Science fiction is fiction which is not only a significant distortion of
reality, but also focuses heavily on the technology and its effects.

Any better? There's still something left out here. Take _The Man in the
High Castle_ (TMITHC) for instance - not much on technology, but still SF.

Speculative fiction is something else, and I think _TMITHC_ is perhaps an
example of this. Piers Anthony's story _The Barn_ is also one. Much of
Harlan Ellison is speculative - fiction that involves a significant
distortion of the present, with or without techie stuff, but certainly
focusing on the social implications of that distortion.

>When I wondered why Dhalgren ought to be thought of as science fiction,
>that's what I was really thinking about.  It didn't feel to me as if
>Delany was presenting an alternate reality in the same way as science
>fiction normally does: if I had to stick a label on it, I would be much
>more likely to call it magic realism than science fiction.

Does speculative fiction fit _Dhalgren_? I think it does a fair job, but I
think it's still a little off-base.

Anyone? Anyone? Bueller?

(When critiquing the above, remember this little word: IMO).

Tim

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 03:11:14 GMT
From: tm2q+@andrew.cmu.edu (Timothy Alan Mohler)
Subject: Re: Dhalgren-bashing

djdaneh@PacBell.COM (Dan'l DanehyOakes):
[I write]
>>I wouldn't be so crude as to say partly a "gay" way of viewing the
>>world, but i think this certainly creeps in, if it wasn't intentional.
>
>I don't know if it's merely "gay": more an "outsider's" way of viewing it.
>Gay in a straight world, black in a white world (actually more complex
>than this), dyslexic in a literate/literary world.

Outsider? I don't know... you think Kidd is an outsider? I think outsider
is on target but off bullseye, if you know what I mean (and I think you do,
for you Joe Bob Briggs fans...).

Certainly the people don't understand him, and put various interpretation
on him, but the only criticism levelled at him that I can think of that
might relate to Delany is when he's at the party for _Brass Orchids_ and
what's his name tells Kidd that the only reason people want to see Kidd is
the same reason they would go to see a talking dog.  Delany certainly fits
the bill; a black dyslexic who can write. Who cares if it's good writing or
not, at least he can write! (Not my view, but I've seen people with it.)

Anyways, Kidd feels like and outsider, but do people treat him that way?
One thing that supports this is Kidd's half-breed'ness. An Indian in a
white world, a white in a black world, always an outsider.

Tim

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 91 20:59:53 GMT
From: krogers@javelin.sim.es.com (K. Rogers)
Subject: Re: Young Bleys - Comments

I liked Young Bleys, but found it quite out of synch with his portrayal in
The Final Encyclopedia.  As with you, the ending seemed to be forced to try
and parallel the account in TFE.  Some aspects of that which particularly
don't work for me are: why were Bleys and Dahno taking over the Mayne
estate in the first place just to have a meeting with the heads of the
Others?  Why couldn't they have just rented some secluded facility which
would have served their purposes just as well?  Do you expect some estate
holder to just sit by while such a thing happens?  The whole situation is
just preposterous and devoid of any rational motivation.

Next, they've just killed Hal's three tutors and they just let him go
without turning the whole planet upside down to find him?  That's TOTALLY
out of character with the methodical Bleys who is already suspicious of
Hal's background.  Third, what happened to Dahno in TFE anyways?  At the
very end of YB, Bleys has effectively taken over the helm of the Others and
Dahno had accepted that.  Bleys needed Dahno for his talents.  Yet a few
years later, Bleys is now head of the Others with Dahno mysteriously gone.

After reading Young Bleys, I would never believe Bleys would resort to
trying to hypnotize Hal's Exotic tutor as he would know it to be useless,
and even degrading, given the character just built up.  He does the same
thing in TFE when Hal and Jason meet on Harmony.  The Bleys of YB was
impecibly truthful and persuaded everyone to his point of view by rhetoric
and logic, keeping in mind human tendencies, not cheap tricks of mass
hypnotism.

I liked Young Bleys as a stand alone book, but it just didn't fit with the
Bleys Ahrens of The Final Encyclopedia.  I feel Gordy should've just left
Bleys as he was without all this "try to understand his point of view"
stuff he's now lost in.  The only possible motivation I can find for this
is that Hal and Bleys are the very embodiment of the "race-animal's" two
approaches to the future developmental path of humanity: stasis or growth.
Hal has been developed extensively in The Final Encyclopedia and Chantry
Guild.  Now it's Bleys' turn.  But then, after reading Young Bleys, I don't
feel that Bleys is very stasis oriented any more, the way he was portrayed
in TFE and CG.

Keith Rogers
Evans & Sutherland Computer Corp.
krogers@javelin.sim.es.com
uunet!javelin.sim.es.com!krogers

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 06:16:08 GMT
From: richb@aus.sun.com (Rich Burridge)
Subject: Re: Young Bleys - Comments.

Scott L. Horn writes:
> ... but I had a couple of major problems with book.
>
>1. The Editing:  This seemed to be done very sloppily on this book.
>   There were several memorable passages that were just horribly
>   contorted and tough for the reader to follow.
> ...
> There were at least four occasions in which Dickson goes to great pains
> to explain and re-explain this point.  After a while I got the feeling
> that during the writing he jumped around and worked on different chapters
> and then the editing didn't catch these sorts of problems.

I've often found this to be because the book had previously been serialised
in some magazine, and then poorly edited when "novelised".  This would seem
to agree with your generalisation of sloppy editing. I haven't read Young
Bleys. Was it published in parts, in a magazine first?

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 01:29:12 GMT
From: larryy@apple.com (Larry Yaeger)
Subject: Re: Rudy Rucker

doug@netcom.COM (Doug Merritt) writes:
>cdg@GAMMA.BELLCORE.COM (Carol Gechtberg) writes:
>>Several people have told me to pick up Rucker's Wetware series, but I
>>don't know anything about it.
>
>Some people really love that stuff because it is very creative, lots of
>action, sex, drugs, violence, super high tech, etc.
>
>Others of us think it is pure schlock, with interesting ideas presented
>quite unbelievably, bad writing, bad science, etc.  	

And others of us can understand how the writing style might be criticized,
which is, after all, a matter of taste anyway, but revel in the obviously
deep understanding of statistics, non-linear systems, and chaos theory.
Rucker's _Mind Tools_ and other factual books demonstrate his clear
understanding of the mathematical principles involved (which is, IMHO, self
evident in the _Software_ and _Wetware_ fiction books as well).

I especially like the presentation of a conflict from both sides (of course
both sides believe their agenda is right and the most powerful, else they
wouldn't be fighting).  The machine intelligence ideas are handled
masterfully.

The madcap, frenetic writing style is something some people enjoy, some
people tolerate, and some people hate (with all gradations between, I
suspect).

After all is said and done, of course, I can only offer my own opinion...
which is: rush out and read _Software_ and _Wetware_ right away, they're
great!

larryy@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 02:33:05 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Rudy Rucker

larryy@Apple.COM (Larry Yaeger) writes:
>which is, after all, a matter of taste anyway, but revel in the obviously
>deep understanding of statistics, non-linear systems, and chaos theory.
>Rucker's _Mind Tools_ and other factual books demonstrate his clear

Yeah, and I liked Mind Tools.

>understanding of the mathematical principles involved (which is, IMHO,
>self evident in the _Software_ and _Wetware_ fiction books as well).

Mathematics, maybe, but he is not exactly consistent about making the
science believable. People melting into liquid and reforming? That takes
quite a bit of suspension of disbelief! I tried to go along at first, but
his handling of it quickly made that impossible.  There were quote a few
similar things where he just took too many liberties (and I'm *sure* not
out of ignorance) for me to continue suspending disbelief.

>The madcap, frenetic writing style is something some people enjoy, some
>people tolerate, and some people hate (with all gradations between, I
>suspect).

I actually liked *that*. It was the suspension of disbelief that did me in.

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 04:19:25 GMT
From: cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin)
Subject: Re: Rudy Rucker

larryy@Apple.COM (Larry Yaeger) writes:
>And others of us can understand how the writing style might be criticized,
>which is, after all, a matter of taste anyway, but revel in the obviously
>deep understanding of statistics, non-linear systems, and chaos theory.
>Rucker's _Mind Tools_ and other factual books demonstrate his clear
>understanding of the mathematical principles involved (which is, IMHO,
>self evident in the _Software_ and _Wetware_ fiction books as well).

On the other hand, Rucker believes in chemical (RNA) storage of memories,
which was completely discredited long ago.

I didn't see that _Software_ or _Wetware_ had anything to do with
mathematical systems.  But it's been a while.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 15:04:02 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: _Strange Creatures of the Recent Past_ by Howard Waldrop

   Hmmm. Wasn't Waldrop's first mass market book 'Texas-Israeli War',
co-written by Sanders in the early 70s? Published by Ballantine, I think.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 23:53:55 GMT
From: bbs.draco@spies.com
Subject: Re: William Gibson and cyberpunk

HICKS@novell.UUCP (Jeffery D. Hicks) writes:
> Other than artificial reality (which I would love to discuss further,
> especially its implications and possibilities), what other research is
> underway that could lead to the true creation of cyberspace and cowboys
> jackin' in?

  Stewart Brand, of _Whole Earth Catalog_ fame, became interested in the
prospects of Virtual Reality when he wrote _The Whole Earth Software
Catalog_ and later wrote _The Media Lab_, which is about MIT's research
into Virtual Reality, Multimedia, and other really great stuff.  Besides
_The Media Lab_ I can't suggest anything on paper off the top of my head.

> Finally, I've read most of the cyberpunk authors (Gibson, Sterling,
> Jeter).  Any other recommendations for solid and well written cyberstuff?

  Try _Mirrorshades_ edited by Bruce Sterling.  Sterling is good, as is
Greg Bear.  I just finshed _The Queen of Angels_ by Bear; it's not the same
style as Gibson but Bear has some interesting ideas about psychology and
the future of artificial intelligence.  And finally, I recommend Joan D
Vinge's _Psion_ and _CatsPawn_!

bbs.Draco@Spies.COM

------------------------------

From: dswartz@lectroid.sw.stratus.com (Dan Swartzendruber)
Subject: Unreadable books
Date: 16 Jul 91 17:29:12 GMT

Thinking about some of the various comments and flames about books such as
Dhalgren, I guess my real objection to such books is that I work hard all
day on difficult technical stuff.  When I get home and want to read, it's
primarily a relaxation activity.  One point that I think has been
overlooked is that a well written non-trivial book doesn't need to be
difficult to read.  If the author turns out a work with a convoluted plot
and an obscure message, does that make it superior to a book which conveys
the same message in a well-written, enjoyable format?  Does a plot need to
be obscure and hard to follow to be complex and meaningful?  Some people
here seem to think so.  I don't.

Dan S.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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From: mattox@nic.tdcnet.ca.gov (Karen Mattox- IP Administrator)
Subject: Dune
Date: 9 Jul 91 22:49:34 GMT

I'm a huge fan of DUNE - the book and the movie, although the movie could
have been better done, as is the general consensus, and that may be putting
it mildly for some.  I know that hours (7?) of footage was shot for the
movie, which was cut down and suffered for it.  I've also heard rumors that
the full footage would be released as a miniseries on TV, or might be made
available as a series for rental.  These rumors are so old I can't remember
where I heard them, or if it was wishful thinking on someone's (mine) part.
I have seen a version on cable that has a little additional footage, as
well as some still drawings shown at the beginning with Herbert's voice
narrating some introductory comments before the film part.  The additional
footage doesn't amount to much.  I even wrote somewhere (I think it was
MGM? or whatever studio was listed on the soundtrack) inquiring about the
'lost footage', but never got a reply.  Does anyone have info about this?
Any suggestion on who to write?  I guess David Lynch is not proud of the
film.  The soundtrack is wonderful by the way, especially the 'Prophesy
Theme'.  I had to order the CD from Tower New York before I even had a CD
player - the album's out of print.  Any info I can get will be greatly
appreciated!

Karen S. Mattox
IP Network Administrator
Teale Data Center
2005 Evergreen Street    
Sacramento, CA 95813-4436
(916) 920-7374             
mattox@teale.ca.gov        

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 13:18:13 GMT
From: tvbbs!Alex_Topic@van-bc.wimsey.bc.ca (Alex Topic)
Subject: BATTLETECH MOVIE?

   Okay I just saw Terminator 2 last Friday and I thought it was good. And
many say it brings movies to a new arena of high-tech effects! The question
I would like to ask. Why don't they make a BATTLETECH movie? Or a
Neuromancer type also? If anyone reads or is into this stuff they could
come up with endless stories to turn into movies quite easily.
   Personally if they made a Battletech movie, I think it would do better
in my opinion. I mean imagine a Battlefield of MECHS dueling it out!  Now
that would be highly entertaining.
   I think some movie producers should wake up and start to produce more
SCI-FI stuff! I'am sick of seeing these stupid waste-of-money Comedy
movies! Noting that the prices in the theatres are so high, they should
come out with the worthwhile stuff.
   Can anyone on here find out if a Terminator 3 is going to be made? That
would be great if it is. I know Aliens 3 is going to be out soon, so at
least I know some cool SCI-FI is coming. Does anyone know if any good
SCI-FIs will be out soon?

A.T.

------------------------------

From: davep@milton.u.washington.edu (David Ptasnik)
Date: 12 Jul 91 15:52:18 GMT
Subject: Re: BATTLETECH MOVIE?

Alex_Topic@tvbbs.UUCP (Alex Topic) writes:
>   Okay I just saw Terminator 2 last Friday and I thought it was good. And
>many say it brings movies to a new arena of high-tech effects! The
>question I would like to ask. Why don't they make a BATTLETECH movie? 

Already been done.  You must have missed that immortal calssic Robot Jox.
It starred the dude that played Sikes on the Alien Nation Series.  Can't
seem to come up with his name.  He was fighting the Russky champion for
ownership of Alaska.  Great giant robots.  Fair special effects.  Easily
nominated for worst screenplay and internal logic award for the year,
perhaps the decade.

Dave

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 00:11:24 GMT
From: trudel@aramis.rutgers.edu (Jonathan)
Subject: Re: BATTLETECH MOVIE?

Alex_Topic@tvbbs.UUCP (Alex Topic) writes:
>. Why don't they make a BATTLETECH movie? 
>
>   Personally if they made a Battletech movie, I think it would do better
> in my opinion. I mean imagine a Battlefield of MECHS dueling it out!  Now
> that would be highly entertaining.

Just a word of warning.  There's a movie out called Crash And Burn that
would appear to be BattleTech-like movie, but it isn't.  It's more of a
future slasher movie with a Big Robot.

------------------------------

Date: Fri, 19 Jul 91 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: SPOILER WARNING

****WARNING****

The following messages feature a discussion of "Terminator 2: Judgement
Day."  Some of the material and comments presented in this discussion may
give away key elements of the plot.  Those of you that have not yet seen
the movie, may want to skip these messages.

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 17:25:16 GMTF
From: hikaru@halcyon.wa.com
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: (probably spoilers)

tdh@drd.com (Tom Haynes) writes:
> Assuming John is 10, that makes T2 _happening_ in 1994, the T-800 says,
> "In 3 years Cyberdyne releases the neurochip [the one based on the
> original T-800 chip fragment], and later is awarded a contract to replace
> the defense computers."  Note: this is a paraphrase of the T-800, I could
> be slightly mistaken.  Even assuming that there is no government red
> tape, (The government wouldn't purchase completely untested computer
> products, and then take the existing system off-line, there would also be
> acceptance testing of said products, there was the period when the chips
> were being installed and tested in the stealth bombers, and our
> government just does not work that fast.)  that would place the release
> of the chips in 1997.  I think that would be pushing it, and if you take
> into account the factors listed above, it would be an unrealistic time
> line.
> 
> What they could have done was push back the time when the original T-800
> came back.  Nothing, except the viewer's memory, necessitates that 1984
> is special.

No, assuming John is 10, then T2 is happening in _1995_. Remember, when
Alternator called up John Connor on the police computer, it also gave his
birthday - 2/28/85. So _SOMETHING_ is very screwed with the timeline.

hikaru@halcyon.uucp
halcyon!hikaru@seattleu.edu  
hikaru@halcyon.wa.com
hikaru%halcyon.uucp@seattleu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 21:27:12 GMT
From: ted@welchlab.welch.jhu.edu (Ted Ying)
Subject: The Return of the Bride of the Son of Terminator-2

I seem to be getting into this thread a little late, but I only saw the
movie this past Wednesday night.

For everyone who is trying to avoid this thread until they seem this movie,
"Thar be spoilers, here!"

Ok, there were a number of comments in all the various articles that I
wanted to address.

First, the history (or future, I suppose) from Terminator 1.  I'm not
certain (I've only seen it twice), but I seem to recall that Kyle Reese
told Sarah about the future as he knew it during that one night they had
together.  He said that the humans had finally won...they had destroyed the
Skynet's defenses and had broken into the last stronghold of Skynet.  That
was where they found the evidence that Skynet had sent a Terminator back in
time to kill Sarah so he had been dispatched to stop the terminator.  If
this is the way that it went, then a number of the anomolies that people
are pointing out would go away.  For instance, if the humans reacted as
quickly as possible, John Connor would have immediately sent back Kyle
Reese to the past to stop the Terminator because he knew he was supposed to
(or he would never be born).  Then after Kyle's departure, the humans could
have found evidence that another more advanced Terminator had been sent
back in time to 1995 to guarantee that John Connor didn't live.  When they
found this evidence, John could have looked around the Skynet lab and found
an inactive Terminator model and reprogrammed it and sent it off to protect
John Connor in 1995, hence the T-800.  I'm pretty sure about this, but this
is all from memory (and speculation).

Second, a number of people mentioned that they were disturbed by off-site
storage problems for the data.  Remember, that this was a TOP-SECRET
project.  Cyberdine had made sure that they covered up any trace of the
original Terminator.  What if they didn't have an off-site backup storage
due to the security?  They might have just had an on-site (say a nuclear
shelter basement) backup storage area.  I'm not saying this is true, just a
possibility.  I agree with most people that it was probably not considered
and they probably didn't have enough computer consultants on this job to
catch that little oversight, but...

Another line that many people wondered about was why the T-1000 didn't do X
or why it kept returning to the Cop form.  I think there may have been a
built in power saving feature.  Perhaps the Cop form was the original form
it was cast in.  It might require power to modify the form to another form
as well as time.  Therefore, when unnecessary, it would revert back to
form.  Additionally, as to why it didn't make guns or other weapons to use
has been answered by someone else - a gun would probably be too complex a
weapon to duplicate in a short period of time.  I think that the more
complex the change, the longer it takes.  To duplicate all the small moving
and independant parts, takes a long time - more time than it had.  Remember
how long it took for the T-1000 to return to human shape from being a part
of the floor?  This would also explain why the T-1000 usually chased them
as a human on foot - it would take far too long to convert into some other
shape to chase them with.  And it would take too long to convert back once
it caught them.

Someone wondered about the malleability of the T-1000.  They commented that
it was amazing how much damage the various weapons did to the form.  This
is easy enough to explain.  Imagine how soft something would have to be to
have it's freezing point near room temperature.  Remember, the T-1000 could
go from solid to liquid to solid again at Room Temperature.  This would
mean it would HAVE to be fairly soft.  Think of other liquid metals at room
temperature (like Mercury).  Additionally, this would help to explain why
the foundry destroyed the T-1000 where the liquid nitrogen didn't.  The
liquid nitrogen solidified the T-1000 and broke it up, but when the pieces
thawed, they came back together again.  When the T-1000 fell into the
foundry, it melted and because the temperature was so high there, it
couldn't solidify again ("Help me...I'm meltiiinnnggg").  In the liquid
form, the T-1000 was very susceptible to the motion of the liquid steel and
was diluted.  The liquid steel kept it from solidifying again and separated
the molecules and parts of the T-1000 and kept them apart.  It couldn't
collect again.

Oh well, no matter what, it was a fun movie realistic or (DEFINITELY) not.
:-)

Ted Ying
ted@welch.jhu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 20:12:49 GMT
From: aw1s+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew David Weiland)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2

jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll) writes,
>   I didn't take Sarah's speech to Dyson as anti-science, but rather
>another expression of the 'Men are just Killing Machines with Testicles,
>Incapable of Creative work, unless that Work leads to Sex or Death' credo.
>I don't remember if they stuck the standard 'Men can't get pregnant, so
>men can't understand the joy of creating life within one's self' line that
>usually gets mentioned in the 'Testosterone = Evil' speechs I've heard.
>It's *obvious* the movie has a heavy anti-male bias; the only major female
>character is a Good Guy driven to insanity by her predominantly male
>doctors, and most of the men (Flesh and Toaster-Oven) are fools, or tools
>of Skynet.

I don't see the movie as anti-male.  John Connor, Uncle Bob, and Dyson
(after he knew the situation) are all good, and extremely competent, male
characters.  And if you accept the standard radical feminist doctrine (Male
= Destructive Necrophiliac, Female = Loving and Nurturing ), Sarah seems a
lot more male than female.

Some say the movie is anti-violence or anti-technology (specifically
anti-nuclear).  But the movie suggests that violence is ingrained in the
human character.  And Uncle Bob is violence and technology devoted to a
good purpose.  A better interpretation may be, "Violence is necessary to
fight violence, but it must be tempered with compassion" and "Artificial
Intelligence will destroy humanity unless it can be made human (and thereby
possess compassion, self-sacrifice)".

Welcome to the summer for "Bad Beautiful Babes with Big Guns"

Andrew D. M. U. Weiland
aw1s@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 20:16:53 GMT
From: aw1s+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew David Weiland)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

dcb2834@tamsun.TAMU.EDU (David Browne) says:
> Maybe I missed something, but from the first movie, I thought that metal
>could not be transported back through time unless it was enclosed in some
>sort of biological field. If so, then how could the T-1000 get back
>through time?

I've heard that James Cameron originally planned a six-minute special
segment at the beginning of the movie explaining time travel and how it
worked.  This had to be cut for budget reasons.  So an explanation exists,
possibly a good explanation; but it was deleted as unnecessary to the plot.

Andrew D. M. U. Weiland 
aw1s@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 91 00:36:04 GMT
From: bressler@iftccu.ca.boeing.com (Rick Bressler)
Subject: Re: Re: Terminator 2: torturing Sarah (probably spoilers)

In reference to the T1000 trying to make Sarah call John: John had a pretty
good idea that the T1000 was closing in on Sarah.  The T1000 could probably
infer that also.  Also he/it didn't tell her exactly what to say.  Perhaps
he was expecting something like "Help John, this thing is torturing me!".
This might have strong emotional appeal to an immature biological unit.

Just a thought I haven't seen else where yet.

Rick

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 91 20:55:23 GMT
From: parr@acs.ucalgary.ca (Charles Parr)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2

Did anyone else notice that the t1000 grows extra *human* shaped arms to
fly the copter and shoot at the same time? Or was this just my imagination?

Seriously curious...

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 91 21:55:11 GMT
From: greg@hoss.unl.edu (Life...)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

>>Maybe I missed something, but from the first movie, I thought that metal
>>could not be transported back through time unless it was enclosed in
>>some sort of biological field.  If so, then how could the T-1000 get
>>back through time?  Was there a biological field involved here that I
>>missed?  Or is it that liquid metal is just super-duper special?
>
>2 points:
>
>1) It seems a new method of time travel was invented.  Notice the perfect
>sphere that is removed from the destination time.  This new method could
>also transport un-enclosed metal.

Yet Arnie arrived naked this time as well.

>2) Even without a new method, the technology for encasing androids in
>undetectable organic matter (realistic-looking skin) was already
>available, since the first terminator got back.  We never see the T1000
>before it assumes the first form, so it could be encased as the original
>terminator was, or even in a simple organic bag.

Also, I thought I heard the phrase "living metal" at some time during the
movie.  It may have been "liquid", but I have some uncertainty about this.
The liquid simulated flesh rather well when in human form.  It may have
been living.

Not really an error which ruins the whole movie.  Some people find one flaw
and then declare a whole movie crap.  (No, not someone who's text is
included in this message.)  I found it to be an excellent movie.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 16:56:34 GMT
From: june@lims03.lerc.nasa.gov (KARYN LYNN)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

Just one correction.  In the beginning of the film, when the T1000 kills
the cop and takes his car, he uses some computer in the cop car to look up
information on John Connor.  On that screen it states John's foster parents
names and address as well as the fact that John is 10 years old.

Karyn

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 17:00:10 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: (probably spoilers)

halcyon!hikaru@seattleu.edu writes:
>tdh@drd.com (Tom Haynes) writes:
>> Assuming John is 10, that makes T2 _happening_ in 1994, the T-800 says,
>> "In 3 years Cyberdyne releases the neurochip [the one based on the
>> original T-800 chip fragment], and later is awarded a contract to
>> replace the defense computers."

The Terminator said three months, not three years.  Given how quickly
computer development is *now* (and it's only getting faster), I see no
problem with making a major computer three years after developing a
neural-network chip.

Sean Eric Fagan
sef@kithrup.COM

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	 Books - Anthony & Asimov & Barker & Bear & Card & Dick &
                 Ellison & Farmer (4 msgs) & Farren & Gemmell &
                 Kingsbury & Rucker (2 msgs) & Waldrop

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 91 00:48:42 GMT
From: iborchar@physics.adelaide.edu.au (Ian Borchardt)
Subject: Re: Piers anthony's Cluster series

xanthian@zorch.SF-Bay.ORG (Kent Paul Dolan) writes:
> I've heard that the last two books in the Cluster series, "Thousandstar"
> and "Viscous Circle" take place as if the conclusion reached in _Kirlian
> Quest_ never happened. I suggested that the last two books might take
> place at the same time as _Kirlian Quest_, or even before, so that, in
> the books themselves, the conclusion hadn't come yet.  What you do think?

Both books appear to be set immediately after "Cluster".  In "Viscous
Circle" you have the last gasp of Sol trying to avoid becoming a galactic
backwater to Etamin, while "Thousandstar" acknowledges Etamin as becoming
the new capital of the Segment.

Ian Borchardt
Medical Physicist               
University of Adelaide/Royal Adelaide Hospital                    
iborchar@physics.adelaide.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 91 06:35:14 GMT
From: jogle@zia.aoc.nrao.edu (Jim Ogle (Ks. Jim))
Subject: Re: New Foundation Novel

Well, I know that Asimov is scheduled to have a new Foundation novella
appear in Asimov's Science Fiction Magazine before the end of the year.
They haven't said anything about it though other than to keep repeating
that its coming soon.

jogle@zia.aoc.nrao.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 91 01:31:53 GMT
From: lee@sq.sq.com (Liam R. E. Quin)
Subject: Review: The Ebon Tome (Empire of the Petal Throne/M.A.R. Barker)

I've had this book on my desk for a few days meaning to write a review, and
seeing it mentioned spurred me on.  Neither the book nor the review is for
the faint of heart!

The Book of Ebon Bindings is a somewhat unusual role-playing supplement.
As far as I can see, game mechanics are not mentioned anywhere at all, and
as such one could argue that The Book of Ebon Bindings is not tied to any
particular game system.

The book contains first an essay on the religion (and ethics) of
Tsolya\'nu, and then goes on to describe the demons of Tsolya\'nu, and how
to summon them.

NOTE: This is **NOT** a book that you could or should use to summon demons
      yourself.  If you are interested in demonology, contact people such
      as the O.T.O., or take a course on the Qabalah.

The book is an 8" x 11.5" paperback, with a little over 80 pages.  The
lines are a little too long for comfortable reading, and the kerning is a
little tight - it has plainly been produced on a laser printer. Artwork is
black-and-white, although in places a little gruesome.  The writing style
is careful [and generally uses British spelling, if you care :-)], and
purports to be that of the translator and collator of the `original'
manuscripts.  A large number of complex calligraphic glyphs are given, one
per demon - and there are over fifty demons described.  The writing is
dryer than that of many Role-Playing supplements, and perhaps a little
scholarly.

Many of the summoning rites require human sacrifices - in one case of
twenty times twelve virgin youths and the same number of maidens, with
their eyes gouged out and replaced with rubies.  The demons can grant
various powers, or perform deeds, although the consequences of making
errors in the rites or in the subsequent negotiations are extraordinarily
bad.  The text is enlivened with anecdotes about various wizards who made
fatal slips, although I was left wondering how the narrator knew of their
fates!  Perhaps he asked a demon :-)

Players of Call of Cthulu, Dark Space, and other Horror games will no doubt
enjoy The Book of Ebon Bindings.  The subject matter precludes a wider
recommendation, although it's certainly a fun read if you don't take it
seriously!  It would also make for an interesting style of game, where a
mage's player has to summon the appropriate demons to wreak her havoc.  The
lack of an index would force players to make notes, although I am not sure
whether that's good or bad.  The table of contents does list the 59
individual demons by name.

The Book of Ebon Bindings is published jointly by
Different World Publications & Theatre of the Mind, Inc.,
P.O. Box 668, King of Prussia, PA 19406-0668
[I don't know if the last bit is a `zip' code or a telephone number]

If you are interested in magic or demonology beyond the realms of fantasy,
I suggest that you contact the O.T.O. at
Ordo Templi Orientis, International Headquarters, JAF Box 7666,
Now York, NY 10116, USA

I am not connected with any of the above organisations, for what it's
worth, and if I was I'd deny it :-) :-)

Liam Quin
SoftQuad, Toronto
+1 416 239-4801
lee@sq.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 91 21:54:34 GMT
From: rgd4264@zeus.tamu.edu (DUDGEON, ROBERT GREGORY)
Subject: Queen of Angels

   I've read several reviews of Bear's _Queen of Angels_, both in magazines
and rec.arts.sf-reviews, and in general I agree with commonly stated
opinions that it is a superior book, with one exception: it is NOT a
complete work.  The ending is abrupt, with little thematic resolution, and
is an explicit lead-in to a sequel.  Such a work should not receive Hugo or
Nebula because the ending is such an important part of a story.  Maybe
there should be a specific category in such awards for series.

Greg D.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 91 19:11:36 GMT
From: bmadsen@k2.dsd.es.com (Bruce Madsen)
Subject: Xenocide questions **SPOILERS**

Overall, I liked the book, and am not displeased that I actually splurged
and bought the hardback (I usually wait until the paperback version comes
out before purchasing a book). I don't think I liked is as well as "Game"
or "Speaker", but I'm still thinking about it, and my opinion could go up
as I mentally digest and re-digest the contents. My first guess as to why I
didn't like it as well may be that Ender doesn't play as prominant a role
(I think); he also doesn't seem to be as bright/perceptive as in the other
works; but then he's in his 60's in this book, and it could be due to his
aging. Ender's one of my favorite SF characters, and I would have liked a
little more from him in _Xenocide_. (On the other hand, I like the way Card
tends to introduce/emphasize different characters in the different books of
the same series; e.g.; the "Alvin" books.)

Now, for some questions:

I was a little taken back when Peter and "young" Val appeared when they
went Outside (as well as Miro's new body). Would the philotes, according to
anyone else's understanding of them, form a physical body from the pattern
in a "creator's" mind, or just the "soul"? It seemed to me that the Hive
Queen could "call" an aiua from Outside to inhabit an existing form (the
body of a new Queen), and the aiua would assume the pattern from other
Queens' minds to make the new Queen sentient.  But, the Hive Queen didn't
actually call up a physical form, just the aiua. It seemed that Ender could
form the "mental" pattern for the philotes to form while Outside, but not
the physical form. Comments?

This is all "new science" to me, and I'd love to have other's input on what
it means.

Is Jane the only one that can enable Outside travel? Must Ender/Peter/Val
accompany any FTL travel? This seems to imply that only small vessels will
be able to travel FTL, and therefore preclude any sizeable cargoships,
warships, colony ships, etc.

It was both nice and bothering to have Ender have mixed feelings about the
accomplishments made by the end of the book - not a nice, gift-wrapped,
happy ending but, a more realistic one. Good with the Bad; happy about
others' accomplishments but, sad because of not having his personal
problems all cleared up. Speaking of his problems, I would have liked to
see: how well Jane survived; Novinha and Ender back together; the source of
the descolada discovered; and a number of other things.

What was Plikt doing in the book?

Bruce K. Madsen
Evans & Sutherland Computer Corp.
Salt Lake City, Utah
bmadsen@bambam.dsd.es.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jul 91 05:10:20 GMT
From: lsuc!canrem!peter.pawelek@uucp.cs.toronto.edu. (peter pawelek)
Subject: pkd society

I'd like to know if the Philip K. Dick Society is still functional and
publishing its newsletter. If anyone has this information and can provide
me with a subscription address, their help would be much appreciated.

Thanks in advance.

Peter Pawelek
peter.pawelek@canrem.uucp

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 91 10:42:33 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (The Film Fan Man)
Subject: Re: More about Tom Reamy

BA01@swtexas.BITNET writes:
>In Harlan Ellison's intro to the book, he mentioned two stories of Reamy's
>which would be published in Ellison's _The Final Dangerous Visions_ and in
>_New Voices IV_: "Potiphee, Petey, and Me" and "M is for the Million
>Things" respectively.  Anybody know what the status is of either of these
>stories or collections?

NEW VOICES 4 was published by Berkley Books (paperback) back in 1981, and
it does indeed contain "M is for the Million Things".

As for THE LAST DANGEROUS VISIONS, it hasn't appeared yet, but whenever it
*does* appear, I suggest that you make peace with the diety of your choice.
The publication of TLDV is rumored to be one of the things signalling the
End of the Universe.

By the way, that introduction to SAN DIEGO LIGHTFOOT SUE also mentions a
play script, "Sting". This was published in SIX SCIENCE FICTION PLAYS,
edited by Roger Elwood back in the mid-70's. It's been out of print since
then and is very difficult to come by. It's also highly sought after
because it also contains Ellison's original script (as opposed for the
re-written version that was broadcast) for his STAR TREK episode "The City
of the Edge of Forever".

>Ellison also mentioned the publications Reamy worked on: "Trumpet" and
>"Nickolodeon" from the 60's - 70's. Can any of these be found?

If you look hard enough, yes. I haven't done so (I'm not a big fanzine
fan).

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 91 04:13:48 GMT
From: bernd@bwhwob.sub.org (Bernd Wiegmann)
Subject: Dungeon, P.J. Farmer

Has anybody read The Dungeon from P.J. Farmer ?  Is it worth reading ?

Bernd Wiegmann
D-Wolfsburg
Germany
bernd@bwhwob.UUCP
...unido!mcshh!yedik!bwhwob!bernd

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 91 07:32:26 GMT
From: appel@ocf.berkeley.edu (Shannon D. Appel)
Subject: Re: Dungeon, P.J. Farmer

bernd@bwhwob.sub.org (Bernd Wiegmann) writes:
>Has anybody read The Dungeon from P.J. Farmer ?

Well, first of all, let's make the explicit note that it is _from_ Phillip
Jose Farmer, but not _by_ Phillip Jose Farmer.  It's written by other
people, in a kind-of/sort-of PJFarmer style.

>Is it worth reading ?

I read the first book only, and decided that it was a tremendous waste of
my money.  Phillip Jose Farmer is one of my favorite authors, but this
series was just carrying his name and little more.  Go read one of his
works again.  I bet it'll be more worthwhile, and definitely cheaper.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 91 17:45:09 GMT
From: mattel@auto-trol.com (Matt Telles)
Subject: Re: Dungeon, P.J. Farmer

bernd@bwhwob.sub.org (Bernd Wiegmann) writes:
>Has anybody read The Dungeon from P.J. Farmer ?  Is it worth reading ?

I read it.  I can't say it's the worlds greatest, but it did have its
moments.  I don't think I would *heavily* recommend it, but it's worth a
look if nothing better is around.  By the by, it is NOT by PJ Farmer,
merely based on his idea.  It is written by a raft of different authors
with an intro by Phil.

Matt Telles
Auto-trol Technology
12500 N Washington Denver
CO 80241-2404
(303)252-2874
mattel@auto-trol.COM
{..}!ncar!ico!auto-trol!mattel

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jul 91 23:05:54 GMT
From: sporty!randi@ursa-major.spdcc.com (Randi Pollard)
Subject: Re: Dungeon, P.J. Farmer

bernd@bwhwob.sub.org (Bernd Wiegmann) writes:
>Has anybody read The Dungeon from P.J. Farmer ?  Is it worth reading ?

I have read the complete set.  It is a fairly good series but gets kind of
difficult at times.  Just keep on plugging and it will eventually get
better.  I did enjoy them, but not enough to try again.  ;-{) 

Randi Pollard
sporty!randi@ursa-major.spdcc.com  
randi@sporty.uucp                  

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jul 91 10:34:29 GMT
From: tucker@mammoth.cs.unr.edu (Aaron Tucker)
Subject: Re: Mick Farren

gleason@mwk.uucp writes:
>  You won't have read all of Mick Farren's works, unless you can find the
>underground comix he wrote for in the late 60s/early 70s...strange stuff
>indeed!

Would you mind elaborating a little here on these comix?

I'm afraid I know nothing about comix or it's underground.  
But mainly, what are these comix like?  SF?

Just curious.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 91 17:32:59 GMT
From: pmoloney@unix1.tcd.ie (Paul Michael Moloney)
Subject: Re: David Gemmell

blloyd@axion.bt.co.uk (Brian Lloyd) writes:
>As a matter of interest, David Gemmell started writing `Legend' while off
>work waiting for the results of a cancer test. Fortunately, the test was
>negative.

*Spoiler* to Legend follows:

Luckily the symptoms he'd shown were only the results of a blow to the
kidneys he received whilst working as a journalist. He left the ending of
_Legend_ until he got the test results back - if the results were positive,
Dros Delnach would fall to the invaders.

Paul Moloney
Trinity College
PMOLONEY%vax1.tcd.ie@pucc.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jul 91 22:01:20 GMT
From: bknight3@eleazar.dartmouth.edu (Bruce Knight)
Subject: Kingsbury

Does anybody have any opinions, criticisms, etc. about Donald Kingsbury's
works (books, stories, articles, etc.)?

BK

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jul 91 11:50:39 GMT
From: bernd@bwhwob.sub.org (Bernd Wiegmann)
Subject: Re: Rudy Rucker

doug@netcom.COM (Doug Merritt) writes:
>cdg@GAMMA.BELLCORE.COM 
>>Several people have told me to pick up Rucker's Wetware series, but I
>>don't know anything about it.
> 
> Some people really love that stuff because it is very creative, lots of
> action, sex, drugs, violence, super high tech, etc.
> 
> Others of us think it is pure schlock, with interesting ideas presented
> quite unbelievably, bad writing, bad science, etc.

His first book is his best. 'White light' is a very interesting combination
of mathemathics and fantasy. Software and Wetware are quite different. They
are about robots, who are trying to build their own society. They are not
bad, but nothing special, I think.

Bernd Wiegmann
D-Wolfsburg
Germany  
bernd@bwhwob.sub.org
...unido!mcshh!yedik!bwhwob!bernd

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jul 91 19:11:44 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Rudy Rucker

bernd@bwhwob.sub.org (Bernd Wiegmann) says:
>His first book is his best. 'White light' is a very interesting
>combination of mathemathics and fantasy. Software and Wetware are quite
>different. They are about robots, who are trying to build their own
>society. They are not bad, but nothing special, I think.

I agree.  Software and Wetware (which Rudy likes to call his second and
third Dicks respectively) are among his weaker work, but for some reason
are very popular.  White Light is an excellent combination of elements of
set theory, academic despair, Jack Kerouac and Kafka, and it's a lot of
fun.  Also good are The Meaning of Life, a genuinely moving
pseudo-autobiography cum UFO story, Master of Space and Time, a cool
version of the old three-wishes tale, and The Sex Sphere, a pornographic
exploration of higher dimensions (sort of "Debbie Does Hilbert Space").
Probably his weakest (but still fun) is his real first novel (but second
published), Spacetime Donuts.  I also recommend his collection, the 57th
Franz Kafka, highly.  Most of these are out of print, alas.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 20:26:25 GMT
From: schmunk@spacsun.rice.edu (Robert Schmunk)
Subject: Re: _Strange Creatures of the Recent Past_ by Howard Waldrop

jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll) writes:
> Hmmm. Wasn't Waldrop's first mass market book 'Texas-Israeli War',
> co-written by Sanders in the early 70s? Published by Ballantine, I think.

Late 70s actually. It came out while I was in high school. His first solo
effort was one of the new Ace SF specials, I think.

And speaking of Waldrop, does anybody have a clue as to why it's impossible
to find his books except at SF specialty stores? Checking the discount and
mega-stores near where I live, I can't a single one of his books. If I'm
willing to drive (find a ride) 10 miles across town, I might be able to
find one or two at the specialty store. :-(

Robert B. Schmunk
Rice Univ.
Space Physics and Astronomy Dept.
Box 1892, 
Houston, TX 77251
(713) 527-8101, ext 2433
schmunk@spacsun.rice.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

			  Books - Brust (14 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 16:42:59 GMT
From: kirshenbaum@hplabs.hpl.hp.com (Evan Kirshenbaum)
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Jhereg_

graham@june.cs.washington.edu (Stephen Graham) writes:
>>> Anybody know the full list of books by Brust? I might just be FORCED to
>>> pick them up if they are as good as this one. Maybe I'll review it.
>>
>>Other books:
>>To Reign In Hell
>
>Well, a friend of mine and I were going to throw this one in the dumpster
>together. But Seattle was in the middle of a cold spell, so we used it to
>light a fire instead.
>
>Interesting idea foiled by bad presentation. Boring doesn't convey the
>correct impression of the torture of this book.

To each, his own, I guess.  I found this a "stay up 'til you finish it"
book (which is unusual for me).  It was still great on second reading, not
quite as good on third, but it was still quite enjoyable and still gets
reread occasionally.  (I reread a lot.)

I enjoyed _Jhereg_, but kept putting down _Yendi_.  I recently picked it up
again (after a gap of a couple of years), finished it, and proceeded
rapidly through _Teckla_, _Taltos_ and _Phoenix_.  _Teckla_ bothered me a
bit (although some of the things that didn't ring true were adequately
explained in _Phoenix_).  The only thing I haven't liked of his was
Cowboy_Feng's_Space_Bar_and_Grill.  The character sketch "interludes" were
interesting, but it just didn't work for me.

Evan Kirshenbaum
HP Laboratories
3500 Deer Creek Road, Building 26U
Palo Alto, CA  94304
(415)857-7572
kirshenbaum@hplabs.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 91 01:26:33 GMT
From: aahz@netcom.com (Mean Green Dancing Machine)
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Jhereg_

djl@cup.portal.com (Derek Joseph LeLash) writes:
>I would also recommend Brust's work in general, although "To Reign in
>Hell" and "Teckla" left me somewhat cold.

Actually, I think _To Reign in Hell_ is one of the best books of all time,
one any author ought to be proud of.

>Brust used to be on the net, which lent an interesting perspective to
>discussions here. I don't suppose he's lurking even today...?

I believe he's out on Fido, going at it hammer-and-tongs with Joel
Rosenberg.

Dan Bernstein
aahz@netcom.com
netcom!aahz@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 20:13:28 GMT
From: ssc-vax!howie@beaver.cs.washington.edu
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Jhereg_

kimshi@wpi.WPI.EDU (Erik Currin) writes:
> Steven Brust's _Jhereg_ has GOT to be one of the most captivating,
> awesome, exciting, nail-biting, thumping good stories I have read in
> quite some time (and I read VERY frequently).  Anybody know the full list
> of books by Brust? 

I agree whole-heartedly with the assessment -- I've read all five books so
far (there is a sixth due out later in the year) and enjoyed them all.  Two
of the other five are TALTOS and PHOENIX. The new one will be PHOENIX
GUARDS.  I don't recall the names of the remaining two.  He's also written
COWBOY FENG'S CROSSTIME SALOON (or a title similar to that), and THE SUN,
THE MOON AND THE STARS, and TO REIGN IN HELL.  His "Jhereg" series is his
best work, I feel.  

INTERNET: h.modell@ieee.org
UUCP: uw-beaver!bcsaic!ssc-bee!howie

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 91 09:49:29 GMT
From: jkiparsk@csli.stanford.edu (Jonathan Kiparsky)
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Jhereg_

ted@welchlab.welch.jhu.edu (Ted Ying) writes:
>He loved to throw unexplained things into the story and then wait 100
>pages to explain them.  Some of these things were very	 basic to the story
>and made it tough for me to maintain interest without being explained.

I think this is one of the things that makes Brust's style work so well.
Everything is so matter-of-fact, it all seems natural. A lot of authors
have a problem introducing new ideas - they have to break the story to
explain what a Saunders Grechicator is, and you suddenly realize that it's
just a story. Brust doesn't break the story, he just lets it explain
itself. Sure, sometimes you wonder, but it all gets cleared up sooner or
later (well, most of it).

>...history about the houses.  It also takes *FOREVER* to find out what
>exactly a Jhereg was or a dragon (in this story) and the various other
>creatures.  I don't like Brust's cleverness and

You'll notice he _never_ described either. He _never_ told you plainly (or
even not-so-plainly) what they were. He just used them in the story, and
I'll bet you have pretty good idea what each is, and what they'd do in a
given situation. It might not be exactly the same image as Brust's, but you
know what they are, and that's the important thing.  

Jon

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 91 16:17:22 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Jhereg_

And coming soon THE PHOENIX GUARDS, from Tor. Set a couple of thousand
years before Vlad is born, it's an homad to Dumas. Very well written (which
is typical of Steve).

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 91 10:52:37 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (The Film Fan Man)
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Jhereg_

aahz@netcom.COM writes:
>Actually, I think _To Reign in Hell_ is one of the best books of all time,
>one any author ought to be proud of.

Funny. It's the only one of Steven's books that I didn't like. Different
squids for different kids.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jul 91 04:11:15 GMT
From: iborchar@physics.adelaide.edu.au (Ian Borchardt)
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Jhereg_

I have to admit that it is easier to understand the Taltos series of books
if you start with the fourth book "Taltos" (which is actually the first
book chronologically).  This features Vlad's working vacation in the Lands
of the Dead, and introduces Vlad to the major characters of the rest of the
series (with the exception of Cawti).

Incidentally the adventure covered by "Taltos" in one of two themes
mentioned in "Jhereg" but left unexplored.  I hope that the other theme
will appear as a novel later.  I wonder which was written (not published)
first: Jhereg or Teckla?

BTW the list of Brust's books that someone posted missed:

   Cowboy Feng's Space Bar and Grill

Has anyone noticed that Brust's last two books (Feng's and "Phoenix" got
very morose when it came to the emotional attachments (especially in
Feng's).  I wonder if this reflects on his current personal life and
whether this will be a continuing theme through his books.  I sincerely
hope not.  Angst doesn't suit his writing style.

Oh well, I suppose we will all find out when "Phoenix Guards" is published
later this year...

Ian Borchardt
Medical Physicist               
University of Adelaide/Royal Adelaide Hospital
iborchar@physics.adelaide.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jul 91 10:33:25 GMT
From: cplma@marlin.jcu.edu.au (Lynn Alford)
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Jhereg_

aahz@netcom.COM writes:
>djl@cup.portal.com (Derek Joseph LeLash) writes:
>>I would also recommend Brust's work in general, although "To Reign in
>>Hell" and "Teckla" left me somewhat cold.
>
>Actually, I think _To Reign in Hell_ is one of the best books of all time,
>one any author ought to be proud of.

I liked To Reign in Hell.  In fact, the only Brust book I didn't care for
was Cowboy Feng's.  I thought To Reign was an interesting variation on the
'what really happened between god and satan' theme.

Lynn

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jul 91 10:40:42 GMT
From: cplma@marlin.jcu.edu.au (Lynn Alford)
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Jhereg_

jkiparsk@Csli.Stanford.EDU (Jonathan Kiparsky) writes:
>ted@welchlab.welch.jhu.edu (Ted Ying) writes:
>>He loved to throw unexplained things into the story and then wait 100
>>pages to explain them.  Some of these things were very basic to
>>the story and made it tough for me to maintain interest without being
>>explained.
>
>I think this is one of the things that makes Brust's style work so well.
>Everything is so matter-of-fact, it all seems natural. A lot of authors
>have a problem introducing new ideas- they have to break the story to
>explain what a Saunders Grechicator is, and you suddenly realize that it's
>just a story. Brust doesn't break the story, he just lets it explain
>itself. Sure, sometimes you wonder, but it all gets cleared up sooner or
>later (well, most of it).

Exactly.  He doesn't go into "let's see, you must be pretty stupid so I'll
make this plainer" mode.  I love the way he throws out little hints and
sometimes, you find out what they mean.  Sometimes you don't.  That is also
part of the fascination of some of the characters.  How does Kragar (no
flames on not remembering his name, please) appear like he does and why is
he willing to work for Vlad.  Brust doesn't ever tell you this, but it adds
interest to the character.  Why does Kiera show so much interest in Vlad?
Is Vlad important to the cycle?  If this questions were all answered in the
first book, there would be much less reason to pick up another.

Lynn

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 91 14:25:14 GMT
From: ted@welchlab.welch.jhu.edu (Ted Ying)
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Jhereg_

jkiparsk@Csli.Stanford.EDU (Jonathan Kiparsky) writes:
>I wrote:
>>He loved to throw unexplained things into the story and then wait 100
>>pages to explain them.  Some of these things were very	 basic to
>>the story and made it tough for me to maintain interest without being
>>explained.
>
>I think this is one of the things that makes Brust's style work so well.
>Everything is so matter-of-fact, it all seems natural. A lot of authors
>have a problem introducing new ideas - they have to break the story to
>explain what a Saunders Grechicator is, and you suddenly realize that it's
>just a story. Brust doesn't break the story, he just lets it explain
>itself. Sure, sometimes you wonder, but it all gets cleared up sooner or
>later (well, most of it).

Yes, but sooner or later doesn't help if I never get there.  There were a
couple of points in the story that I got so bored (yes, bored) with his
laissez-faire writing that I thought it would be well worth it to put down
the book and count the raindrops falling outside...it seemed more
interesting at the time.

Yes, it helps to have a story flow, it also helps to have a story make
sense.  I didn't think that the story and style seemed "so natural"; it
seemed more un-premeditated.  Brust seemed to be trying to surprise himself
with the ending as much as us.  I got the impression at a number of points,
that he didn't know where the story was going or what would happen, he was
just writing as he went.  One of my problems, is that because of his
laissez-faire attitude in writing, I never found myself curious about what
was going to happen, or what the details were.  I was interested in them so
that I could understand what was happening, but never curious to find out
more than I needed to understand the given situation.  I like an author
that can tempt my sense of curiosity.

As has been said before, "your mileage may vary."  Many people obviously
really liked the story.  I suppose the best I can say is that I didn't
dislike it and I'd be willing to give the second book a chance to see if it
can hold my interest longer.

>>history about the houses.  It also takes *FOREVER* to find out what
>>exactly a Jhereg was or a dragon (in this story) and the various other
>>creatures.  I don't like Brust's cleverness and
>
>You'll notice he _never_ described either. He _never_ told you plainly
>(or even not-so-plainly) what they were. He just used them in the story,
>and I'll bet you have pretty good idea what each is, and what they'd do in
>a given situation. It might not be exactly the same image as Brust's, but
>you know what they are, and that's the important thing.

It's important to understand what these things are and what they do, but it
would be helpful to understand these elements of the story before they are
used.  Otherwise, it becomes like reading an indepth treatise with the
introduction to specialized terms coming about 3/4 of the way through.  I
had a much better idea of many of the things by the end of the book, but it
meant that to get the full impact of certain scenes, I had to go back and
reread sections of the book.  I just felt that some of it was written kind
of backwards.

Ted Ying
ted@welch.jhu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jul 91 06:59:21 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Jhereg_

iborchar@physics.adelaide.edu.au (Ian Borchardt) writes:
>Incidentally the adventure covered by "Taltos" in one of two themes
>mentioned in "Jhereg" but left unexplored.  I hope that the other theme
>will appear as a novel later.  I wonder which was written (not published)
>first: Jhereg or Teckla?

They were, as far as I've been told, written in order of publication.

>I wonder if this reflects on his current personal life and whether this
>will be a continuing theme through his books.  I sincerely hope not.
>Angst doesn't suit his writing style.

You'd have to ask the author about the relationship between him and his
books. (by the way, instead of "current", I think you meant "at the time he
wrote it"). I find that the angst gives Steve's work a strong emotional
impact on me, personally. I didn't think FENG was one of his better books,
but I still reacted strongly to it.

Still, I prefer a happy Brust. 

>Oh well, I suppose we will all find out when "Phoenix Guards" is published
>later this year...

Phoenix Guards is a lot more upbeat. Remember, though, that it's an homage
to Dumas, and so it really takes on the style and tone of the original
works and Brust is really somewhat further in the background. It's quite
good, too.  I got to read it in galley, and I reviewed (will review?) it in
the October Amazing.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jul 91 07:06:46 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Jhereg_

>I liked To Reign in Hell.  In fact, the only Brust book I didn't care for
>was Cowboy Feng's.  I thought To Reign was an interesting variation on the
>'what really happened between god and satan' theme.

If I had to sit down and decide which Brust book I liked least, I think it
would be "The Sun, the Moon and the Stars", which wasn't that well thought
out and really didn't work within the framework it was wedged into. "Bad"
Brust is still better than most other writing, so keep that in perspective.
FENG would be second on the list.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jul 91 03:01:36 GMT
From: scs@lokkur.dexter.mi.us (Steve Simmons)
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Jhereg_

graham@june.cs.washington.edu (Stephen Graham) writes:
>mtpins@icaen.uiowa.edu writes:
>>To Reign In Hell
>
>Well, a friend of mine and I were going to throw this one in the dumpster
>together. But Seattle was in the middle of a cold spell, so we used it to
>light a fire instead.
>
>Interesting idea foiled by bad presentation. Boring doesn't convey the
>correct impression of the torture of this book.

De gustabis, I guess.  "Reign" is still the high point of Brusts writing.
It may have helped that I'd just finished slogging thru "Paradise Lost"
(and a struggle it was, too).  Maybe after that *anything* would have
looked exciting.  :-)

Don't get me wrong, almost everything he's done has been enjoyable; some of
it downright marvellous.  But the Jhereg series has gone slowly downhill as
he's injected more and more relevance and political correctness (as opposed
to Vlad growing).  If he wants to make the series more serious and less
swashbuckling that's fine; but he'd better come up with a better way of
giving Vlad Taltos a personality transplant.  "Brokedown Palace" (another
of my favorites of his) is a good example of how to do it right.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jul 91 17:21:07 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Jhereg_

chuq@Apple.COM (Chuq Von Rospach) writes:
>Phoenix Guards is a lot more upbeat. Remember, though, that it's an homage
>to Dumas, and so it really takes on the style and tone of the original
>works and Brust is really somewhat further in the background. It's quite
>good, too.  I got to read it in galley, and I reviewed (will review?) it
>in the October Amazing.

I found out recently that Dumas was somewhat controversial, and sometimes
viewed as a hack, because his books were "ghostwritten": he had employees
that he instructed as to how he wanted the works to go, and they did much
of the actual writing, which is how he churned out books so fast for a
while there. Then again, none of those employee's standalone works is well
regarded, which is taken as an argument for taking him seriously after all.

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 16 Jul 91 13:43:34 GMT
From: mprice@eniac.seas.upenn.edu (Marc Price)
Subject: Daughter of the Empire

Has anyone read Feist & Wurts' _Daughter_of_the_Empire_?  I found this to
be about the best fantasy book with an Oriental setting that I had ever
read.  The political structure described for the world setting is
fascinating and engrossing, and the authors have done a good job of
providing creative and unusual difficulties for the main characters.

I understand that the sequel to this book has been published, but I have
not seen it in the stores yet.  Can anyone verify this, or say what the
title is?

Marc Price
mprice@enh.nist.gov
mprice@eniac.seas.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 14:30:40 GMT
From: charles@caen.engin.umich.edu
Subject: Re: Daughter of the Empire

mprice@eniac.seas.upenn.edu (Marc Price) writes:
>Has anyone read Feist & Wurts' _Daughter_of_the_Empire_?  I found this to
>be about the best fantasy book with an Oriental setting that I had ever
>read.

It is sort of oriental, but not really.  The Setting is based on a land
developed in the Rift War saga, which I think is fantastic!  It starts out
with Magician Apprentice and goes on from there.

The sequel to _Daughter_of_the_Empire is _Servant_of_the_Empire and should
be out in paperback by now, I think. 

Chuck

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 16:15:31 GMT
From: alberti@cs.umn.edu (Albatross)
Subject: Re: Daughter of the Empire

charles@caen.engin.umich.edu writes:
>mprice@eniac.seas.upenn.edu (Marc Price) writes:
>>Has anyone read Feist & Wurts' _Daughter_of_the_Empire_?  I found this to
>>be about the best fantasy book with an Oriental setting that I had ever
>>read.  
>
>It is sort of oriental, but not really.  The Setting is based on a land
>developed in the Rift War saga, which I think is fantastic!  It starts out
>with Magician Apprentice and goes on from there.

Actually, the culture behind Daughter of Empire is that of Empire of the
Petal Throne, developed my M.A.R. Barker and featured in his novels "Man of
Gold" and "Flamesong".  Barker is a Professor of South and Southeast Asian
studies, and has lived and travelled extensively in the Orient for many
years.  The culture of the Empire of the Petal Throne and the planet
Tekumel is a hobby he has worked on for over fifty years, resulting in a
rich and complex fictional society.  It is a planet with little metal, so
armor is made of hardened leather, heavily laquered and painted.  There are
complex political parties, various types of magic (including patterns of
teleportation and magical doorways called "Nexus points" which can be
opened between planes and universes).  The culture is highly stratified
into castes.  The protagonist nation is the Tsolyani (the Tsurani in
Feist's works).  Any of this sound familiar?

I've spoken with Feist via E-mail on CompuServe and heard of the
conversations others have had with the fellow; each time I get a different
story concering the distinct similarities between the two cultures.  The
consensus seems to be that the Riftwar Saga is a novelization of a role-
playing game in which Feist was a participant.  The GM of the game based
the adventure on the concept of a link opened between the EPT gaming system
and the culture of Tekumel (Kelewan), and the AD&D gaming system and the
culture of Midkemia.  When Feist wrote his novels he inadvertently-or-not-
depending-on-whom-you-talk-to lifted much of the EPT culture, not realizing
it had a source besides his GM.

If you enjoy the culture behind Feist's stories, find "Man of Gold" and
"Flamesong" by M.A.R. Barker (published by DAW), and look into the Empire
of the Petal Throne gaming system.  I think you'll find the "real thing" to
be much more satisfying than a cheap imitation.

Then you can decide for yourself.  A few years ago a detailed study of the
similarities between Kelewan and Midkemia was compiled, and over 300 points
were noted.  I've read all the books concerned and I fully believe that the
similarities were entirely accidental.  NOT.

Bob Alberti
Micro and Wkstn Networks Ctr.
U of MN
alberti@boombox.micro.UMN.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 21:21:19 GMT
From: anonymous@hmivax.humgen.upenn.edu (Liz Broadwell)
Subject: Re: Daughter of the Empire

charles@caen.engin.umich.edu writes:
>mprice@eniac.seas.upenn.edu (Marc Price) writes:
>>Has anyone read Feist & Wurts' _Daughter_of_the_Empire_?  I found this to
>>be about the best fantasy book with an Oriental setting that I had ever
>>read.  
> 
> It is sort of oriental, but not really.  The Setting is based on a land
> developed in the Rift War saga, which I think is fantastic!

I would say that _DoE_ outdoes the Rift War saga by a long shot, myself.
Feist and Wurts together produce better stuff than either of them does
alone - not to say that I didn't have fun reading the Rift War books or
Wurts's fantasy trilogy (the titles escape me momentarily).  I just had a
better time with _DoE_, at least in part because of the well-constructed,
pseudo-oriental floorplan.  It's nice to see a fantasist (or two) move out
of the European Middle Ages occasionally.

Liz Broadwell
Department of English
The University of Pennsylvania
broadwel@penndrls.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 21:45:10 GMT
From: phillips@syrinx.umd.edu (Felan shena Thoron'edras)
Subject: Re: Daughter of the Empire

charles@caen.engin.umich.edu writes:
>mprice@eniac.seas.upenn.edu (Marc Price) writes:
>>Has anyone read Feist & Wurts' _Daughter_of_the_Empire_?  I found this to
>>be about the best fantasy book with an Oriental setting that I had ever
>>read.  

I loved it.  It was so complex that it was amazing to just follow that.  I
was also just glad of it because the descriptions by the Tsurani in the
Riftwar Saga were, to say the least, fairly uninformative.  It took much
longer than the perhaps 5 paragraphs total to make the society make sense
to me.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 19:08:20 GMT
From: aw1s+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew David Weiland)
Subject: Re: Daughter of the Empire

rhodar@sideways.gen.nz (David Salmon) writes,
>The question is: Have you read the rest of the rift-war saga novels;
>Magician, Silverthorn, Darkness in Sethanon, Prince of the Blood.

I've read them.  They're nice in a "light adventure" sort of way, but
nothing special.  The first two books did have some advantages 1) the world
of Tsunari; Feist manages to preserve suspense by only revealing details
about this world a little bit at a time 2) the characters; Pug/Milamber and
Thomas/Ashen-Shugar.  "The hero discovered" is always a fertile plot, and
here Feist does it very well.

The third and fourth books ("Silverthorn" and "Darkness") contain some
interesting ideas about magic, and the Valheru (the "Golden Age" race, that
once ruled the world and rode dragons).  They're worth reading if you're
interested in the way magic could work (very good if you're a fantasy GM).
They're also mildly interesting for those who liked the first two books,
for they show (if for only one chapter of the third book, and one third of
the fourth) how Pug and Thomas have changed.

Unfortunately the high magic sections don't sustain the novel, and the rest
of the story is forgettable.  I just didn't care about Jimmy and Locklear,
as compared to Pug and Thomas.  And Arutha seems to have finished
developing as a character at the end of the Riftwar series; at least,
nothing else is done with him.

The fifth book has no redeeming virtues, except perhaps for a couple of
sentences at the end.  The plot is once again forgettable, and Feist makes
a number of bad moves.  He introduces a character with magical powers, but
seems to change his mind and make her powers useless throughout the books.
This book also managed to convice me that all of the political machinations
in "Daughter of the Empire" are Wurst's ideas.

I'd like to add my vote to everyone who recommended "Daughter of the
Empire" to fantasy fans and anyone who likes politics and strong
characters.  I plan to pick up "Servant of the Empire" as soon as it comes
out in paperback (yes, my funds are limited).  I'd recommend the Magician
series to people who read a lot of fantasy; this is better than most stuff
on the market.  I wouldn't recommend buying "Silverthorn" and "Darkness at
Sethanon", though they're worth taking out of the library, or buying from
the 50c rack at Gee-Bees.  I'd only recommend "Prince of the Blood" to
die-hard Feist fans and compulsive completists.

Andrew D. M. U. Weiland 
aw1s@andrew.cmu.edu	

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 21:15:00 GMT
From: beckerdj@udavxb.oca.udayton.edu ("Boomer")
Subject: Servant of the Empire   **SPOILERS**

Capsule opinion: Poor.

SPIOLERS TO FOLLOW. 

Okay.  While Feist's earlier stuff, like *Magician*, was good.  This latest
effort was not much more than that.

The characters lose their third dimension and start fading away to make
room for a "western" character, a yahoo named Kevin.  Kevin's presence
greatly detracted from the novel as one of the charms about _DoE_ was its
%100 oriental flavor.  Kevin bursts in and turns the culture on its ear and
no one even bothers to execute him.  Not even Mara [god I hope I got that
name right, it's been over a month ...].

Mara is sleeping with this guy, so no big surprise that she dosn't want him
dead.  But what bothered me was that no one really wanted this guy hung
over a spit to burn for a couple of hours except the bad guys, who don't
seem to matter much.  Granted, by the end of the book Kevin has saved
everyone's life so many times that the desire to kill him for his
*numerous* breaches of oriental ettiqute it is natural.  I'm just griping
because I don't think he would have gotten that chance to hang around for
such a long time.

In any event, effort that might have been devoted to building up the book
was IMHO wasted to develop Kevin's character.

Another problem I had was that every peson in the book ran around with
her/his own personal dijin, granting wishes.  Let me elaborate.

Anytime the storyline focused on a character, and that character thought:
"Gee, I'd like [a better boss/nicer house/the empire rebuilt]" it was only
a matter of time before that desier was fufilled.  By the end of the book
it was annoying.  Mara would look at her enemy's glamourous estate and wish
it was hers, and I would think "Just wait about 30 pages honey, you'll get
it".  And no, I'm not exaggerating that much.

The third book is in the making.  While I enjoyed _DoE_, _SoE_ falls short
and I hope this is not a trend.

Derek Becker
BECKERDJ@UDAVXB.OCA.UDAYTON.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 20:05:10 GMT
From: elawson@lamont.ldgo.columbia.edu (erika lawson)
Subject: Re: Daughter of the Empire

I read _Daughter_ a while ago, and I loved the plot and the characters.  My
main problem with the book was that I don't think there were *enough*
important characters.  I'm the kind of person who likes well-developed
stories, as long as they don't drag, and I think _Daughter_ had a lot of
potential and it could have been more developed, with more characters and
characterizations.  Thank you for the info about the sequel; I will enjoy
reading more about this Empire!

Erika

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 91 08:50:33 GMT
From: klaus@diku.dk (Klaus Ole Kristiansen)
Subject: Re: Daughter of the Empire

alberti@cs.umn.edu writes:
>And as I have mentioned, it may *feel* oriental, but it *is* in fact
>Tekumel.  Read M.A.R. Barker's "Man of Gold" and "Flamesong", then see how
>Feist's books "feel".  

I do not agree. In the Riftwar series, the culture described is VERY
Japanese. To take the most obvious example, the emperor is considered
divine, but is really only a figurehead. The real ruler is the warlord.
The Tsolyani seal emperor is very much in control of his realm.

In Daughter of the Empire, a much closer look at the culture is given.
Most of this deals with "the game of counsil". Where is the equivalent in
Tsolyanu?

I was not at all reminded of Daughter of the Empire when I read The Man of
Gold and Flamesong. I have not read any of the role playing material on
Tekumel, it may be that the similarities you talk about are found there.

Klaus O K

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jul 91 07:30:37 GMT
From: mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Michel Forget)
Subject: Daughter Of The Empire -- Where does it take place?

I have been reading anumber of posts on the book "Daughter Of The Empire",
and I have become confused.  Does this book take place on Kelewan (from the
Riftwar Saga) is it a completely different world?

Michel Forget
ersys!mforget@nro.cs.athabascau.ca
mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jul 91 11:01:25 GMT
From: klaus@diku.dk (Klaus Ole Kristiansen)
Subject: Re: Daughter Of The Empire -- Where does it take place?

mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Michel Forget) writes:
>I have been reading anumber of posts on the book "Daughter Of The Empire",
>and I have become confused.  Does this book take place on Kelewan (from
>the Riftwar Saga) is it a completely different world?

It does take place on Kelwan. It all happens before the Light of Heaven
ousts the warlord.

Klaus O K

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 91 17:49:56 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: novels from short stories

throopw@sheol.UUCP (Wayne Throop) writes:
>In addition, he has more recently taken to subcontracting the expansion of
>many of his short works into novels.  Or a little more accurately, their
>incorporation as a subplot into longer works.

I wish that when authors did this, they could find someone who was willing
and able to do so *seamlessly*. I just read Beyond the Fall of the Night
recently, wherein Benford extends Clarke's The Fall of the Night (a.k.a.
The City and The Stars in a different revision).

Benford's portion is ok, but god, it is *nothing* at all like the style or
feel of the first part. It's like trying to read John Varley's Titan as if
it were a sequel to Clarke's Rendezvous with Rama. Worse than that,
actually. Benford may as well have just written something standalone; it
works so-so as a story, but it just has nothing to do with the first part
of the book. He fails miserably at making it a *continuation*.

He even goes so far as to "correct" a lot of the "mistakes" Clarke made,
the most glaring example being to make a big point about the human race
having mutated/evolved, even in the person of the 1st book's protagonist,
where Clarke had acted as if people were still just people.

Personally I think that shows too much ego on Benford's part. I like both
authors, but I think it is a gross misjudgement for the one to fight the
other.

If I were in the position of doing such a "collaboration" (if that's the
word) with an author who had been world famous and praised for decades, I
would feel it an honor to do my best to mesh seamlessly with his own work,
not as an opportunity to try to prove how much better and different I was.

It's like those cathedrals in Europe, some of which took centuries to
complete, and every era that worked on them did so in a different style.
Those cathedrals are very interesting, but they are not good examples of
artistically integrated works.

I'm probably expecting too much, to think that a collaborator could keep
his ego under control simply for the sake of esthetic principles and for
the audience. But it sure would be nice; I've yet to see it happen.

If it were possible, this could make all of those shared world series
really go like gangbusters. But instead, well, look at Thieves' World.
Kill off the other author's favorite characters, change everything around.
Ego, ego, ego.

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 01:13:12 GMT
From: otto@fsu1.cc.fsu.edu (John Otto)
Subject: Re: recyling short stories

brooksp@hpcc01.HP.COM (Peter Brooks) writes...
>Some of the short story recycling comes from what I'll call the Analog
>effect.  A fairly new (more or less) writer may do a story and get it
>published in a magazine, and it then may even get anthologized.  After a
>while, the author may see that there's more to the story (or it may be
>that the story was extracted from a work in process to begin with), and a
>novel is born.

_Moon of Ice_ by Brad Linaweaver (Prometheus award winner) came out of
Amazing that way.

John G. Otto
jgo@fsu.bitnet
jgo@rai.cc.fsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 18:17:36 GMT
From: leone@apt.bungi.com (Marc Leone)
Subject: Re: novels from short stories

Just saw this thread and was wondering if Zelazny's _Damnation Alley_ was
covered.  It was a short story a novella and a novel (and a piss-poor
movie).

Anyone mention Robert Thurston's _Set of Wheels_?  It was a short story in
the anthology _Car Sinister_ and a complete novel in its own right.  One of
my favorites, btw.  Written with terrific artistry.  Of course his _Robo
Jock_ (based on the movie) was just about the worst piece of aimless drivel
I've ever read....

Marc Leone
APT Technology Inc.
San Jose, CA
leone@apt.bungi.com
{apple,sun,pyramid}!daver!apt!leone

------------------------------
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Date: 10 Jul 91 00:35:19 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Re: Niven's characters

J_DELANO@UNHH writes:
>Has there ever been a novel written around Beowulf Schaeffer, Louis Wu or
>Lucas Garner?

Lucas Garner appears in the Gil Hamilton stories, as well as _Protector_,
but never as a main character.  As far as I know, Beowolf Schaeffer only
appears in short stories.  Louis Wu is a main character in both _Ringworld_
books.

>Is Niven interested in Known Space anymore?

It would seem so - he wrote a new story for _Man-Kzin Wars III_.  However,
Larry has given several reasons for not writing anymore in Known Space:
most importantly, he's run out of ideas for it.  Also, he's painted himself
into a corner: he has two very hard substances (skrith and Puppeteer hull
material), the stasis-field, the teela gene.  All of which add up to a very
difficult background to write a story in.  For instance, one of the major
threads left open is the exploding center of the galaxy.  No problem - the
teela gene causes all particles to "miss" anything important, or surround
valuables with hullmetal or scrith, or enclose them with a stasis field for
the duration.  Each of these offer a way out of the problem - which is
unfortunate, since a galaxy-wide evacuation would make for a good story.

Dave Schaumann
dave@cs.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 05:20:55 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Re: Niven (Lucifer's Hammer)

jp45+@andrew (Jim Thomas Park , Jr.) writes:
>I just picked up Lucifer's Hammer today by Niven and Pournelle. My
>question is has anybody read it and is it worthwhile?

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes I
found this to be an excellent book.  I don't have a "top ten best" or
anything, but if I did, this book would be strong contender for number 1.

I remember when I first read it, I was mildly suprised each time I put it
down that it wasn't actually happening (i.e., reality).  Even more
remarkable, I experienced this the second time I read it too.  This is a
totally engrossing book.  If you've ever read _Alas Babylon_, it's like
that, only much, much more intense.

Dave Schaumann
dave@cs.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 07:20:24 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Subject: Re: Niven's characters *spoiler*

dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann) writes:
>So the only case that you could make that Teela's luck killed her is by
>saying that it was working in conjunction with her will.

Mayhap.

Teela's luck seems to be directed in "her best interests."  Not just
survival, although that was a large part of it, in Ringworld.  For example,
consider the sequence in which the puppeteer lost one of its heads.  Louis
commented that this was done to help her mature.  In other words, it was in
her best interests.  Any luck done for survival would have been because
that would have been in her best interests.

As Teela-monster, her best interests were intimately tied wtih the breeders
she'd placed into her charge.  If they all died, Teela would *not* have
been a happy monster: she probably would have died trying to save them, and
would have been quite miserable.

The "best thing" for her luck to do was to save ringworld.  However, her
consciousness and instincts got in the way of that, and so she died happy,
trying to save three million breeders, yet realizing that Louis Wu and
company could save the rest of the population.

Sean Eric Fagan
sef@kithrup.COM

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 03:01:11 GMT
From: smds!rh@uunet.uu.net (Richard Harter)
Subject: Re: Niven

jp45+@andrew.cmu.edu (Jim Thomas Park , Jr.) writes:
>I just picked up Lucifer's Hammer today by Niven and Pournelle. My
>question is has anybody read it and is it worthwhile?

Let me put it this way: I am a man of low and catholic tastes.  I can read
Piers Anthony for pleasure.  I may not be proud of it, but there it is.  I
like most of Niven's stuff.  I even like some of Jerry Pournelle's stuff.
I liked Mote and Inferno.  So let it not be said that I am not qualified
for the role of Speaker For Hacks.  This is my one word review for
Lucifer's Hammer:

Disgusting.

Richard Harter
Software Maintenance and Development Systems, Inc.
SMDS Inc.
PO Box 555
Concord MA 01742
508-369-7398 
jjmhome!smds!rh

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 15:08:54 GMT
From: auwen@convex.com (John David Auwen)
Subject: Re: Niven

>...This is my one word review for Lucifer's Hammer:
>
>Disgusting.

Why did you find it disgusting?  I highly recommend Lucifer's Hammer.  It's
a fun read and you're the first person I heard of who was "disgusted".

Dave Auwen
auwen@convex.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 19:55:52 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.unh.edu
Subject: A Gift from Earth

>The name of the planet has been changed to Plateau

   Does this mean that "The Ethics of Madness" takes place on Mt.
Lookitthat, and that it is a sequel of sorts?

J_Delano@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 19:53:33 GMT
From: truesdel@nas.nasa.gov (David A. Truesdell)
Subject: Re: Man-Kzin Wars Question

loos@frodo.mgh.harvard.edu (William Loos) writes:
>Apparently no one has dug up their copy of Tales of Known Space yet.  In
>the timeline at the beginning the date of "The Warriors" is given as 2360.
>This being only 20 years after "Vandervecken" (the 2nd half of Protector).
>
>Personally, I think this is one of the places in Known Space where a
>poorly welded seam shows ...

Why?  "Protector" mentions the existence of human colonies in other star
systems, and "The Warriors" involves a ship in transit to such a colony.

Dave Truesdell
truesdel@nas.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 20:33:22 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Re: Niven

rh@smds (Richard Harter) writes:
>jp45+@andrew.cmu.edu (Jim Thomas Park , Jr.) writes:
>> I just picked up Lucifer's Hammer today by Niven and Pournelle. My
>> question is has anybody read it and is it worthwhile? [...]
>Let me put it this way: I am a man of low and catholic tastes.  I can read
>Piers Anthony for pleasure.  I may not be proud of it, but there it is.  I
>like most of Niven's stuff.  I even like some of Jerry Pournelle's stuff.
>I liked Mote and Inferno.  So let it not be said that I am not qualified
>for the role of Speaker For Hacks.  This is my one word review for
>Lucifer's Hammer:
>
>Disgusting.

SPOILERS follow:

I presume you are referring to the cannablism.  While not exactly pleasant,
I'm sure you'll agree the fall of civilization (especially if it doesn't
entail immediate deaths on a massive scale) will result in some seriously
nasty things.  I think LH would have been less realistic without this
aspect of the plot, and I don't think that it was dwelt on over-much.

Dave Schaumann
dave@cs.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 23:19:50 GMT
From: chuck@mrcnext.cso.uiuc.edu (charles bridgeland)
Subject: Re: Man-Kzin Wars Question

loos@frodo.mgh.harvard.edu (William Loos) writes:
>Apparently no one has dug up their copy of Tales of Known Space yet.  In
>the timeline at the beginning the date of "The Warriors" is given as 2360.
>This being only 20 years after "Vandervecken" (the 2nd half of Protector).
>Personally, I think this is one of the places in Known Space where a
>poorly welded seam shows ...

After "vandervecken" starts, or ends? And I'm not sure it matters, because
everything is still isolated by the light speed limitation at that time.

The "poorly welded seam" is the fate of Home, and why no one thereafter
ever say fit to mention it.

Chuck Bridgeland
chuck@mrcnext.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 09:38:41 GMT
From: steinly@zeppo.tapir.caltech.edu (Steinn Sigurdsson)
Subject: Re: Niven

jp45+@andrew.cmu.edu (Jim Thomas Park , Jr.) writes:
>I just picked up Lucifer's Hammer today by Niven and Pournelle. My
>question is has anybody read it and is it worthwhile?

A definite must if you truly _despise_ LA!  I reread it every couple of
years to regain perspective on this part of the world...

Steinn Sigurdsson
Physics, Caltech
steinly@tapir.Caltech

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 05:59:18 GMT
From: smds!rh@uunet.uu.net (Richard Harter)
Subject: Lucifer's Hammer (was Niven)

auwen@convex.com (John David Auwen) writes:
>>...This is my one word review for Lucifer's Hammer:
>
>>Disgusting.
>
> Why did you find it disgusting?  I highly recommend Lucifer's Hammer.
> It's a fun read and you're the first person I heard of who was
> "disgusted".

Oh, I don't deny that it was a "fun read" - Niven and Pournelle are both
good story tellers.

Some would complain that it is a formula "best seller" novel.  While it is
true that they set out deliberately to use the formula, I don't fault them
for that - it's a genre.

The thing that I find offensive is the demonization and apothesization.
Astronauts like gods - give me a break.  Does it not occur to you that
Pournelle (of the two, Jerry is the hard core bigot; Larry is soft core)
has gathered all of his favorite targets in to one group and demonized
them?  Does it never occur to you that that troop of renegade black
cannibal soldiers is grossly improbable, to say nothing of being gross?  Do
you really miss the rampant racism of the book?  Does it not occur to you
that the "Angels" are political caricature and demonization?

Let me summarize this book for you: Catastrophe happens.  The good guys
[our heroes, complex and human, heir to loneliness of leadership] go off in
the mountains to found a new kingdom.  The bad guys [liberals,
environmentalists, blacks, religious fanatics, cheap politicians] form a
cannibal crusade to destroy every thing worthwhile.  Astronauts return from
space like shining gods.  The cannibal horde tries to destroy the good
guys.  They also try to destroy the magic talisman of technophilic
goodness, the Atomic Power Station.  In the end the horde is defeated by
the devices of the techie genius nerd.

This book is pornography - a pandering by the authors to their own bigotry.
It is morally corrupt.  Now, for the superficial who will react, "You don't
like it because you're an X", let me disabuse you before you bounce into
your song and and dance.  My objection is not to the choice of villains and
heroes - my objection is to the pervasive bigotry and auctorial
corruptness.  If a Y vomits in my face, I do not object because they are a
Y, I object because they vomited in my face.

Richard Harter
Software Maintenance and Development Systems, Inc.
SMDS Inc.
PO Box 555
Concord MA 01742
508-369-7398 
jjmhome!smds!rh

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 15:35:52 GMT
From: pss1@kepler.unh.edu (Paul S Secinaro)
Subject: Re: Lucifer's Hammer (was Niven)

rh@smds.UUCP (Richard Harter) writes:
>The thing that I find offensive is the demonization and apothesization.
>Astronauts like gods - give me a break.  Does it not occur to you that
>Pournelle (of the two, Jerry is the hard core bigot; Larry is soft core)
>has gathered all of his favorite targets in to one group and demonized
>them?  Does it never occur to you that that troop of renegade black
>cannibal soldiers is grossly improbable, to say nothing of being gross?
>Do you really miss the rampant racism of the book?  Does it not occur to
>you that the "Angels" are political caricature and demonization?

Where in the book is it established that the cannibals are all black?  I
last read the book quite a while ago, but as I recall, the cannibals start
out as a platoon of renegade soldiers and the U.S. Army is hardly an
all-black outfit.  I vaguely recall one character who was black - a
sergeant or something.

>Let me summarize this book for you: Catastrophe happens.  The good guys
>[our heroes, complex and human, heir to loneliness of leadership] go off
>in the mountains to found a new kingdom.  The bad guys [liberals,
>environmentalists, blacks, religious fanatics, cheap politicians] form a
>cannibal crusade to destroy every thing worthwhile.  Astronauts return
>from space like shining gods.  The cannibal horde tries to destroy the
>good guys.  They also try to destroy the magic talisman of technophilic
>goodness, the Atomic Power Station.  In the end the horde is defeated by
>the devices of the techie genius nerd.

Well, okay, I'll go along with this somewhat.  It's important to realize
what you are buying into when you read a Niven/Pournelle collaboration.
The preaching can get heavy at times, and you have to know when to mentally
edit out some of it, or it can spoil the story (a lot of it is not really
central to the story - it's just sort of glommed in there).  It's just a
question of how much you can tolerate.  As I recall, LH was preachier than
most, and some of the pro-nuke stuff was a little heavy handed (this from a
basically pro-nuke person).  The stuff at the end with the dying Senator
whatshisname saying "Give my children the lightning" was especially corny.
I should note that I enjoyed this book much less the second time I read it
because I started to notice things like that - guess I had become a little
more aware of the manipulation.

>This book is pornography - a pandering by the authors to their own
>bigotry.  It is morally corrupt.  Now, for the superficial who will react,
>"You don't like it because you're an X", let me disabuse you before you
>bounce into your song and and dance.  My objection is not to the choice of
>villains and heroes - my objection is to the pervasive bigotry and
>auctorial corruptness.  If a Y vomits in my face, I do not object because
>they are a Y, I object because they vomited in my face.

It's been very well established that Niven/Pournelle books just rub some
people the wrong way, like Heinlein's work, I guess.  If you really want
something that'll yank your chain, try reading Oath of Fealty - a pure
preachfest.  Most of their books are not this bad, though, and I think some
of your charges of racism and bigotry aren't justified in any event.  It's
true that the heroes are usually white, male, middle/upper class techie
types, but then that's true of most SF.  While they do take some cheap
shots at enviro-liberals, I don't see any specific evidence that any of it
is racially motivated.

Disclaimer: I read LH about 2-3 years ago, and haven't read any N/P books
for at least a year or two.  If my memory is foggy, please pause before
reaching for the flamethrower B-).

Paul Secinaro
Synthetic Vision and Pattern Analysis Laboratory
Department of Computer and Electrical Engineering
University of New Hampshire
(603) 862-3287
pss1@kepler.unh.edu
p_secinaro@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 18:58:41 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Lucifer's Hammer (was Niven)

rh@smds.UUCP (Richard Harter) flames the hell out of Lucifer's Hammer, and
deservedly so.  I just want to applaud.  LH is one of the more loathsome
books I ever read.

>Let me summarize this book for you: Catastrophe happens.  The good guys
>[our heroes, complex and human, heir to loneliness of leadership] go off
>in the mountains to found a new kingdom.  The bad guys [liberals,
>environmentalists, blacks, religious fanatics, cheap politicians] form a
>cannibal crusade to destroy every thing worthwhile.  Astronauts return
>from space like shining gods.  The cannibal horde tries to destroy the
>good guys.  They also try to destroy the magic talisman of technophilic
>goodness, the Atomic Power Station.  In the end the horde is defeated by
>the devices of the techie genius nerd.

And, most sickeningly of all, in my opinion, the good guys solve the
problem of what to do about the terrible blacks ("Cannibals All!") by
*enslaving* them.  The natural order is restored - the blacks are in
chains.  How can anyone read this without at least squirming a little?  (If
not screaming in anger - that's what I did.)

>This book is pornography - a pandering by the authors to their own
>bigotry.

Well said.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 19:48:58 GMT
From: ssc-vax!howie@beaver.cs.washington.edu
Subject: Re: A Gift from Earth

J_DELANO@UNHH.UNH.EDU writes:
>>The name of the planet has been changed to Plateau
>
> Does this mean that "The Ethics of Madness" takes place on Mt.
> Lookitthat, and that it is a sequel of sorts?

Actually, no, all it means is that the name of the planet went from "Mt.
Lookatthat" in GfE to "Plateau" in the rest of the KS stories.

We may infer that the name change came about because of the revolution in
GfE.

INTERNET: h.modell@ieee.org
UUCP: uw-beaver!bcsaic!ssc-bee!howie

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Films - Truly, Madly, Deeply & Bladerunner (3 msgs) &
                   Star Trek VI & Dune & Circuitry Man & Request &
                   Terminator 2 (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 12:39:17 GMT
From: leeper@cbnewsj.cb.att.com (mark.r.leeper)
Subject: TRULY, MADLY, DEEPLY
				     
			   TRULY, MADLY, DEEPLY
		      A film review by Mark R. Leeper

	  Capsule review:  Nina is slowly disintegrating after the
     death of her lover.  Then he returns as a ghost, and she must
     decide what her new relationship will be with him.  Slow and
     overly drawn-out at times but watchable.  Rating: 0 (-4 to
     +4).

     (Contains minor spoilers important to explaining the premise.)

   A perennial fantasy film subject is that of ghosts coming back to affect
the lives of the living.  I don't mean the horrific approach of THE
UNINVITED, THE HAUNTING, or THE LEGEND OF HELL HOUSE.  The films I am
talking about have spirits walking among us relatively benignly.  TOPPER is
a good example; so is BEETLEJUICE and DONA FLOR'S TWO HUSBANDS.  The
success of GHOST will probably spawn several more examples in the next year
or two.  However, because of timing it seems likely we can ascribe to
coincidence the similarities between GHOST and the BBC film TRULY, MADLY,
DEEPLY, though in some ways the two are quite similar.

   Jamie (played by Alan Rickman) has been dead for a while now, but Nina
(played by Juliet Stevenson) refuses to close that chapter in her life and
get on with the business of living.  She imagines Jamie is still around
giving her advice.  Nina sleepwalks through a life that is shattered and
crumbles more day by day.  Then a spectral Jamie does return and takes up
residence as Nina's secret live-in (if "live" is the right word) lover.  He
explains his presence by quoting Dylan Thomas saying, "And death shall have
no dominion."

   If the plot of TRULY, MADLY, DEEPLY resembles that of GHOST, in style
the two are very different.  There is a lot that GHOST tries to do that
TRULY, MADLY, DEEPLY does not.  The British film is far more sad, slow, and
introspective.  GHOST throws in a major sub-plot of a crime story; it has a
comedy sub-plot with Whoopi Goldberg; it stops and closely examines just
what powers a ghost would and would not have.  It also has its sad and
introspective moments, but they do not last too long.  To pack so much into
a film may be of dubious value, but it is all there.  TRULY, MADLY, DEEPLY
clearly has different priorities and very different pacing.  It takes its
time to build Nina's character, but it glosses over the metaphysics and
there seem to be notable inconsistencies in the nature of ghosts (e.g., at
times the ghosts seem to take care that they cannot be overheard; at other
times it does not seem to bother them).  There is some whimsy, some warm
comedy, and one character who is well-observed, but overall this is a
rather slight film and a disappointment.  I would give it a 0 on the -4 to
+4 scale.

Mark R. Leeper
att!mtgzy!leeper
leeper@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 23:55:23 GMT
From: microsoft!t-rmason@beaver.cs.washington.edu (Richard MASON)
Subject: Bladerunner: What are little replicants made of?

Some thoughts after seeing _Bladerunner_ yet again.  Just what _are_
replicants?  Here are three possibilities I see, followed by supporting
evidence for each one.

(A) At least above the cellular level, replicants are exactly like humans.
    They have human bones, human muscles, human liver and lungs, etc.  The
    only difference is that replicants, Nexus 6 replicants in particular,
    are designed to be "perfect", e.g. all replicants are in perfect
    physical condition, all replicants have 20/20 vision, etc.  In this
    case, replicants do not technically have "superhuman" powers.  They
    only have "ideal human" powers.  They cannot run for hours at high
    speed, like a machine; they can only run as fast as an Olympic athlete,
    jump as far as an Olympic athlete, lift weights like a pro
    weightlifter...

(B) Replicants are entirely living organisms, but substantially different
    from human beings, or any naturally evolved animal.  Their bones,
    muscles, skin, etc. may all be very different from (superior to) normal
    human counterparts.  As a result, replicants can do amazing things that
    NO human could ever aspire to do, that stretch the limits of organic
    tissue.

(C) Replicants are really manufactured, like cyborgs.  They are more like
    machines than human beings.  They might have metal skeletons and/or
    nuclear power packs.  Their abilities would be correspondingly
    greater.  They might not really need to eat or breathe.

Now the evidence:

(A) I think this is my preferred interpretation.  If nothing else, it
    explains why replicants have to be detected with a V-K test, rather
    than a simple X-ray or blood test: except for the lack of a childhood
    to provide emotional development, there's no difference between a
    replicant and a very athletic and intelligent human.  Replicants might
    have a few additional abilities that do not obviously depend on
    physiology; for example, maybe a replicant won't lose consciousness
    from extreme pain as a human will - this would largely explain the
    apparent toughness of the replicants.  There are a couple of problems.
    In particular, could anything built like a human dip its hands into
    boiling water or freezing liquid?  Perhaps a human could retrieve eggs
    from boiling water, if pain didn't make it "lose control"...

(B) This interpretation explains replicant powers, perhaps a little better
    than (A).  Also, the epithet "skin job" suggests that replicants'
    resemblance to humans is only skin deep, again supporting (B) or (C)
    over (A).  Meanwhile, the fact that replicants are made by "genetic
    designers" and not by roboticists supports (A) or (B) over (C).  (B)
    may be the "compromise" interpretation.  However, if replicants are
    physically different from humans (e.g. their skin is three times as
    thick and tougher) then why not test for that, instead of playing
    Twenty Questions?

(C) I really don't see why anybody would choose this interpretation based
    on the movie.  The replicants do a lot of bleeding, die when someone
    shoots them, and generally behave like living animals rather than
    cyborgs.  Perhaps this interpretation is better supported by the book.
    After all, artificial sheep are _electric_, so perhaps the artificial
    people are too.

Just some idle thoughts to kick around...

Richard Mason
t-rmason@microsoft.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 91 04:51:14 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Bladerunner: What are little replicants made of?

t-rmason@microsoft.UUCP (Richard MASON) writes:
> I think this is my preferred interpretation.
>    There are a couple of problems.  In particular, could anything built
>    like a human dip its hands into boiling water or freezing liquid?

Not a chance. In particular not the liquid, which appeared to be liquid
nitrogen. Water based chemistry can't cope. Did you ever see one of those
demonstrations where they dip a rubber ball in liquid nitrogen and then
drop it, and it shatters like glass? Well, this works on e.g. steel as
well. Normal biological cells can't hack it by any stretch of the
imagination.

Boiling water is almost (but not quite) as hard to cope with. It's nowhere
near as much hotter than 98.6 as liquid nitrogen is colder than 98.6, but
is still rather problematic to water-based cells for obvious reasons.

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 91 18:08:36 GMT
From: jacobus@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Bryan J. Maloney)
Subject: Re: Bladerunner: What are little replicants made of?

One minor quibble: "all replicants have 20/20 vision" is not "perfect
physical condition", it's only average.  Believe me.  I have 20/15 vision,
which means that at a distance of 20 meters, I see detail that someone with
20/20 vision would not be able to see until he had closed the distance to
15 meters.  "20/20" is not "best" by any means.  It just means that you're
no worse, or better than a statistical norm.  People do exist who have
vision better than 20/20.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jul 91 02:45:26 GMT
From: rtravsky@outlaw.uwyo.edu (Richard W Travsky)
Subject: Star Trek Six (6) SPOILERS

Yes, a couple of spoilers for Start Trek 6: The Undiscovered Country.  (As
if after the last one some of us care ;)
 
The source is the Los Angeles Times Magazine of May 5th 1991, an article
called "Trekking to the Top".  The article is semi historical in nature,
going on about the early days, the birth of TNG, and a liberal sprinkling
of Roddenberry references.
 
Anyway, the spoilers: The script by Nicholas Meyer (who worked on ST:4) is
described as a perestroika like scenario detailing the breakup of the
Klingon Empire under a Gorbachev like ruler.  Michael Dorn (aka Lt. Worf)
plays Worf's great-grandfather.
 
Richard Travsky
Division of Information Technology     
University of Wyoming     
(307) 766 - 3663 / 3668
RTRAVSKY @ CORRAL.UWYO.EDU 

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jul 91 07:23:34 GMT
From: Charles_K._Kuhlman.MAN@rxg.xerox.com
Subject: Dune

I've got a French videocassette release of Dune. It's a double cassette,
with running time about 3:45. Only in French language and only in SECAM
video format. I've seen Dune in English only in a theater (once) so I can't
compare what is in the videocassette vs the US English theater release.
Dune was the #1 movie in France for two months and was the #1 videocassette
for over six months. Francophones seem to appreciate *style* better than
anglos and Dune is nothing if not a stylistic movie.

In one of his last anthologies (*EYE*, I think), Frank Herbert wrote that
he *hoped* that the entire 18 hours of Dune film would be cut into a very
long mini series. Let's respect the wishes of the dead and try to get this
into reality. David Lynch and Kyle McLaughlin are commercial names (thanks
to [or inspite of] Twin Peaks) so the mass consumer appeal might be there.
Heaven knows that Dino do Laurentis and his production company could use
the money.

Precedent: The Martian Chronicles were released on videocassette after NBC
showed them (once) and have managed to make a fair amount of money.

Chuck Kuhlman
CK.MAN@RXG.Xerox.Com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jul 91 13:03:22 GMT
From: novell!HICKS@uunet.uu.net (Jeffery D. Hicks)
Subject: CIRCUITRY MAN and other turkeys

I rented a low budget SF flick that I wished I hadn't.  CIRCUITRY MAN
promises to be something of a cybernetic thriller, the villian's name is
Plughead, but oh what a dog-turkey!  Not only was the film lousy SF but a
pretty lame piece of cinematic storytelling.  It was bad, but not bad
enough to be funny.

I have seen some very well made low-budget films in terms of concept and
cinematic skills.  In fact, its an extra kick when the film maker pulls
something off that looks more expensive than it is.  Just about anyone can
spend millions of dollars on special effects and white knuckle chase scenes
with big semi rigs (I think everyone knows what I'm talking about).  Films
such as HALLOWEEN and NIGHT OF THE LIVING DEAD come immediately to mind.

So, does anyone have a favorite low-budget SF flick or even a turkey that
is so bad you just have to see it?  Many films from the McCarthy infested
50s are funny today so I would be more interested in recent films (after
1976).

Anyway, if you happen to put CIRCUITRY MAN in your VCR, unplug it!

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jul 91 21:51:29 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Subject: 1970 Olivia N-J SF movie question.

   In 1970 Olivia Newton-John made an SF/Musical in England named
"Tomorrow" ( I think ).  Has anyone seen this movie and/or know where a
copy can be gotten.  A friend of mine is an Olivia freak and would like any
information he can get.  Please e-mail if possible.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: Tue, 23 Jul 91 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: SPOILER WARNING

****WARNING****

The following messages feature a discussion of "Terminator 2: Judgement
Day."  Some of the material and comments presented in this discussion may
give away key elements of the plot.  Those of you that have not yet seen
the movie, may want to skip these messages.

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 17:13:55 GMT
From: PYC107@uriacc.uri.edu (J Metz)
Subject: Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #286

>SPOILER ALERT
>   Some responses to the various "why didn't they/he/it do X?"  comments,
>and some additions of my own:
>
>   The T1000 is incapable of forming firearms because it cannot form
>moving parts (right, so what's an arm?  and fingers? :-) but the moving
>parts in a gun wouldn't have been a big deal.  All it really needs is a
>barrel and something to tap the back of the bullet.  It could have picked
>up a box of rounds and formed a gun of it's own hand and fired it, etc.
>Why didn't it?

   Correction: The T1000 is incapable of forming firearms because it cannot
form *independent* moving parts.  As liquid metal, an arm or fingers do not
therefore need to be made of independent moving parts: a flexible appendage
in the appearance of human tissue is all he needs.

>   Why didn't the T1000 simply pick up a sack of ball bearings or quarters
>or whatever and turn its arm into a perfect designed catapult (or even a
>railgun) using them as projectiles?

   Too easy.  I got the feeling that this terminator actually had a sense
of sport, albeit ultimately he was going to destroy his victims
nonetheless.

>   Why didn't the T1000 form a third and/or fourth arm to handle the gun
>while it was flying the chopper (or did it?  The scene cuts were very
>quick at that point).

    They did.  Granted, the quickcuts were frustrating, and I had hoped
that they would get at least one clean shot of the third arm to verify it,
but alas...  Somewhere someone else asked whether or not the T1000 had come
across a three-armed police officer.  That does not necessarily have to be
the case, IMHO.  Since he had already encountered the human form, it would
be possible to imitate that form indefinitely; i.e., he could turn into a
form of multiple arms and hands, as long as he conserved the same mass.  If
you remember, when he was 'drowning' in the molten steel, he did have at
one point two heads.

>   Why did the T1000 tell the chopper pilot to get out, but kill the nitro
>trucker who was already out of his vehicle and not in the way? (Maybe it
>was beginning to learn the meaning of frustration?)

    No, not quite.  This, too, was a tongue in cheek attempt (although
obscure) at a reference back to Terminator-1.  In the first movie, Arnie
gets run over by a truck while chasing Reese and Sarah.  Undaunted, he gets
up and gets into the cab, telling the passenger to "Get out."  The T1000
tried valiantly to imitate the simplicity and mechanical-ness of Arnie, but
didn't quite do it.

>   Why, why on earth did this "living metal weapon" try repeatedly to kill
>John Connor with a TRUCK?

    Sense of humor, perhaps?  After all, John *was* on a dirtbike, and it
had shown that he couldn't run fast enough to catch him.  Also makes for
great copy!

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 23:18:31 GMT
From: tlin@crow.berkeley.edu (Tony Lin)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

After seeing Terminator II yesterday, something about the conclusion stuck
in my mind ...

During the final voiceover, Sarah makes a comment to the effect that, if
machines (i.e. Terminators) can learn the value of human life, then there
was still hope, etc., etc.

However, where is it shown that the Terminator has learned the value of
human life?  As I think about it, I think he was just following John
Conner's orders not to kill anybody.  Of course, this doesn't stop Arnold
from blasting everyone's legs, since he's not killing them outright; is
this his learning?  Now, I don't know if he injured anyone in the shootout
with the minigun; but, still, I'm not convinced that he learned to value
human life.

Of course, John ordered the Terminator not to kill anyone _before_ rescuing
Sarah; so maybe she didn't know, and just _thought_ that Arnold had learned
to be nice.  If so, it's a cruel joke on her.

Comments?

Tony
tlin@stat.Berkeley.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 91 03:26:14 GMT
From: gh1r+@andrew.cmu.edu (Gaurang Hirpara)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

In regards to the Terminator learning the value of human life:

This was made clear in the book. SkyNet presets terminators that are
autonomous for readonly. That is, they can't "learn". John and Sarah set
this switch to "learn mode". The terminator has an awareness beyond his
normal neural net thinking. When John tries to stop him from killing
himself, he gains some insight into why humans cry. When he is being
lowered into the pit, he feels his first emotion: fear.

Dan

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Today's Topics:

	     Television - The Starlost (4 msgs) & Doctor Who &
                          Six Million Dollar Man (7 msgs) &
                          Real Ghostbusters & The Flash

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 4 Jul 91 18:13:56 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: THE STARLOST

potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak) writes:
>This left Harlan Ellison sitting at his set, grinding his teeth shorter,
>watching what the Canucks were doing with his series format and scripts
>(note that the name "CORDWAINER BIRD" appears on the series, not
>Ellison's; he threatened legal action if they didn't take his name OFF and
>use his Guild pseudonym) [...]  (There were several "STARLOST" scripts
>that were actually marginally tolerable; this is not a statment that can
>be made about any episode of "SPACE: 1999.")

I'm afraid I must agree; I was a kid when it first came out, and I was all
starry-eyed at the thought that Star Trek was just the first in a coming
New Age of watchable TV SF. (I know not everyone feels that way, nor even
felt that way when Star Trek was brand new, but just remember that it was
about a million times better than Lost in Space.)

I was gravely disappointed. Not a nice thing to do to an impressionable
young kid. :-)

Anyway, what I'm leading up to is that Arthur C. Clarke was hired as a
technical consultant for this show (!), but they refused to make any of the
changes he suggested (!!), even when he threatened to leave the show
(!!!!). So he did, and had to threaten legal action to have *his* name
removed from the credits. As I recall, the first few episodes *did* have
his name on them, even though they refused to include even one of his
suggestions.

Talk about stupid. If they'd been loyal to either Ellison *or* to Clarke,
they might've pulled off a show that would've become legendary in its own
time. For positive issues, I mean; it *did* become legendary for complete
schlock.

For pity's sake, it was worse than Lost in Space in some ways, and that's
an incredibly sad comparison.

This connection with Ellison is interesting, I hadn't known about that
before. (Or had forgotten, sigh.)

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Jul 91 13:22:21 GMT
From: crew@cs.stanford.edu (Roger Crew)
Subject: Re: THE STARLOST

doug@netcom.COM (Doug Merritt) writes:
> 
[about The Starlost:]
> Anyway, what I'm leading up to is that Arthur C. Clarke was hired as a
> technical consultant for this show (!), but they refused to make any of
> the changes he suggested (!!), even when he threatened to leave the show
> (!!!!).

I'm pretty sure you're actually thinking of Ben Bova.  His novel,
_The_Starcrossed_ is to some extent an account of his experiences on the
show, somewhat thinly disguised as fiction...

Roger Crew
Usenet: {arpa gateways, decwrl, uunet, rutgers}!cs.stanford.edu!crew
Internet: crew@CS.Stanford.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 01:23:58 GMTF
rom: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: Re: THE STARLOST

doug@netcom.COM (Doug Merritt) wrotes:
[stuff deleted]
> This connection with Ellison is interesting, I hadn't known about that
> before. (Or had forgotten, sigh.)
 
Oh, it's fairly well documented.  You might check Ellison's introduction to
Ed Bryant's "novelization" of Ellison's award-winning "STARLOST" pilot
script, "PHOENIX WITHOUT ASHES," Fawcett, 1975.  (Understand, the Canucks
never *produced* that script, but the Writers' Guild read it and figured it
deserved a "best.")  I quotemarked "novelization," because it's a pretty
good novel (Bryant is invariably a hot writer, but he's loaded with
chutzpah and not a little egotistical; remember that short story collection
he marketed as "CINNABAR: A MOSAIC NOVEL?"  Now G.R.R. Martin is calling
anthologies he edits "mosaic novels"....) and adds considerably to
Ellison's script, despite the fact that the story is directly derived from
classics written by Heinlein and Aldiss.  In their opening acknowledgement,
Bryant and Ellison courteously note twenty or thirty predecessors who'd
written stories in the genre.  (They missed Milton Lesser and whoever wrote
"FOR THE EARTH IS HOLLOW AND I HAVE TOUCHED THE SKY" on OST.)

Ellison has discussed the mess elsewhere, at some little length, so that's
not the only source for his comments on it.  Incidentally, Ellison roped in
his long-time buddy, Ben Bova, as the technical consultant on "THE
STARLOST."  Then, when the whole deal went sour, they were unable to get
Bova's name off much of the series; so the series carries the name of a
contributor who was completely ignored, despite his protests in the matter.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 06:18:56 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (The Film Fan Man)
Subject: Re: THE STARLOST

potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak) writes...
>Incidentally, Ellison roped in his long-time buddy, Ben Bova, as the
>technical consultant on "THE STARLOST." Then, when the whole deal went
>sour, they were unable to get Bova's name off much of the series; so the
>series carries the name of a contributor who was completely ignored,
>despite his protests in the matter.

And Bova later wrote a roman a clef about the whole business. A rather
hysterical novel titled THE STARCROSSED.

Incidentally, Bova wasn't the only person Ellison roped in. He even got
Ursula Le Guin to submit a script, which got produced (though, needless to
say, what appeared on the screen no doubt bears little resemblance to what
she wrote).

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jul 91 19:03:11 GMT
From: csc228@central1.lancaster.ac.uk (Loodvrij)
Subject: Re: Doctor Who

I just have to put my all in here. Everyone has their favorite doctors. If
you want to know, mine are Tom Baker, followed by Pertwee, followed by
McCoy.  The first few McCoy Episodes were trash, but it really got going
when they introduced Ace. At this point, I differ with what has been said
before about the script writing lately. I reckon it has been of the best
quality in the last series or Two. "Remembrance of the Daleks" is in my
Video library and will stay, as will a couple of others. Ace is a very good
character, far removed from the previous lot who were just there to be
damsels in distress. The script writers explored her background and
personality in far more depth than ever before. I think the series was
beginning to look up.  Just one problem though - BUDGET. The effects were
AWFUL. Remember that one with the planet of cat-like people, who kept
turning into cheetahs or something. It had the Master in it as I recall,
and Ace ended up permanantely affected with the tendancy to turn into a
feline.  A great episode IMHO, with a good ending. Only thing that spoiled
it was the the effects.

So - why has D.W. died? Well, its part of the attitude of both the BBC and
the public. In the early days, (well early for me - I'm only 21) when Jon
and Tom Baker ruled, it was on on Saturday evenings. Sure, I guess it was
probably aimed at kids, but lots of adults loved it too. It was just part
of your Saturday viewing. Times have changed though, attitudes shifted, and
a lot of people have simply lost interest. There's only the minority of us
avid fans left. Look on the bright side - There's still hundreds of
episodes floating around, of the early years, of the later ones, whatever
your taste. Well, apart from the ones that didn't survive the famous BBC
archive purge (Grrrr.....). There's far more Doctor Who's around than Star
Trek's, each one waiting to be savoured. If you've watched em all, watch
them again! Live with and love something that is a classic.

R.I.P. Doctor Who.

Bruce J. Keeler
Lancaster University
Lancs.,  United Kingdom
csc228@lancaster.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 13:39:00 GMT
From: JCONTOMP@tufts.bitnet
Subject: Six Million Dollar Man

 My cousin an I got to discussing this show last night.  He thought it was
the greatest show on TV ever despite problems with special effects and
physics.  I was wondering if other people felt strongly about Steve Austin?
 My cousin's favorite episode was the Venus probe launched by the USSR
which crash lands in the US.  The probe was to seek out life on Venus and
"capture it".  What it tried doing was destroy any life forms it
encounters.  My favorite was the episode with Sasquatch as an android from
another world played by Andre the Giant.  I think it won an award for using
natural settings and on-location shooting rather than sets and the back
lot.
 Also, what's the name of the actor who played Oscar Goldman, Steve's
guidance in the OSI?  He wound up being the principle characters in one of
the reunion shows.
 I think the show's executive producer, Harve Bennett, went on to be
involved with Star Trek IV.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 23:16:37 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: Six Million Dollar Man

   I rather liked the show. Its science sucked, but it had some neat
moments.  I always winced, though, at Austin lifting huge objects with an
arm that was only attached to a meat shoulder.

   The episode with the space probe ("Deathprobe") was in some ways one of
the best episodes, because for once Steel Awesome had to do some
thinking... the probe didn't care diddly for his strength.  Unfortunately,
the solution just didn't work; the probe would have been carrying that
internal pressure ALL THE WAY from VENUS... through VACUUM. No matter how
high they took it, it would never be under more stress than it was enroute.

   The ones with the bionic/robotic Sasquatch were so incredibly hokey
(using every bad B-movie cliche) that they were totally enjoyable.  The
series was at its worst when it tried to take itself seriously.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 91 06:41:58 GMT
From: plague@milton.u.washington.edu (Jack Brown)
Subject: Re: Six Million Dollar Man

resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor) writes:
>Unfortunately, the solution just didn't work; the probe would have been
>carrying that internal pressure ALL THE WAY from VENUS... through VACUUM.
>No matter how high they took it, it would never be under more stress than
>it was enroute.  ;;;

The way I remember it, and I may be wrong, the probe never actually reached
Venus, it detoured/screwed up and landed on Earth instead.

One of my favorite scenes was when Steve saw Jamie (what the hell was her
last name?) being hauled into a hospital building on a stretcher.  Oscar
and Rudy (how many of you remembered that name?) were trying to tell him
that she was dead and was not there.  He said something like: "If you don't
tell me where she is, I'll use this bionic arm you gave me to shove you
through the wall."

Interesting trivia: The crash sequence at the start was film of an actual
craft crashing.  It was part of a government program on "lifting bodies",
one of those weird aerodynamic thingies from the sixties, that got out of
control.

The best part about it was that the pilot survived!  Apparently, when they
first built it, it was tail heavy and they needed to add weight to the nose
Doing an intelligent thing, they upgraded the cockpit from a 50G crash cage
to a 300G cage.  Good idea.

Jack Brown

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 23:27:15 GMT
From: bressler@iftccu.ca.boeing.com (Rick Bressler)
Subject: Re: Six Million Dollar Man

Jack Brown writes: (In part)
>Interesting trivia: The crash sequence at the start was film of an actual
>craft crashing.  It was part of a government program on "lifting bodies",
>one of those weird aerodynamic thingies from the sixties, the got out of
>control.

I'd often wondered if this was the original footage of this accident,
thanks.

>The best part about it was that the pilot survived!  Apparently, when they
>first built it, it was tail heavy and they needed to add weight to the
>nose Doing an intelligent thing, they upgraded the cockpit from a 50G
>crash cage to a 300G cage.  Good idea.

I think 40-50 g's is about the max short term for human beings. 300 g's
(even for an instant) would turn a person jelly.  (or jam, if you want to
be real picky).

Seriously, not a flame, I'm wondering if you are off a decimal. 1.75 g's is
typical for commercial aircraft, and I think the seats need to take 9. Jet
fighters typically have 20g roll cages, so a 30 g cage might have seemed
like over kill. 300 g's if true, would explain why it crashed, in the
unlikely event it got off the ground.  It would be too heavy.

Martin Caiden( sp?) wrote about 3 or four books about the Six Million
Dollar man.  The first as I recall was called Cyborg.  These are not book
versions of the TV shows.  The first was I believe the one that gave rise
to the idea for the TV show.  I thought that the books were very realistic
near term technology.  (For example, He could run four minute miles for
some time, but NOT run 60 mile per hour.  His eye was a camera, but his
sight couldn't be restored.  He learned to fly with one eye.  Lots of
pilots have done it).  I have no idea if they are still in print, but they
are worth keeping an eye out for at garage sales etc.

Rick

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 23:39:40 GMT
From: oracle@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu (Jonah H Cohen)
Subject: Re: Six Million Dollar Man

   My favorite part was always the title itself. The idea was, Hey, the
government spent 6 million bucks putting this guy together, he must be damn
tough!
  Jah. Right. The government is lucky if it can bring home a wrench set for
$6 million. Today, the show would have to be called "The 24.9 Billion
Dollar Man" ("Absolutely vital to national security!")

Jonah

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 16:47:09 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: Six Million Dollar Man

keith@and.cs.liv.ac.uk (Keith Halewood) writes:
>The Bionic Woman had one episode that made the whole series worthwhile - I
>think its title was "Doomsday" or somesuch involving a battle of wits
>between Jamie Summers(?) and the Alex 7000 computer (shades of HAL?) set
>up by some mad scientist to explode a super bomb if anybody uses nuclear
>weapons anywhere in the world.

   That's Jamie Sommers, I think. The parallel with HAL was deliberate and
rather nicely done, especially the part where Jamie tried to deactivate
ALEX by the same technique of pulling his chips and it didn't work. The
kicker was that the scientist's purpose was to cause everyone in the world
to FEAR nuclear weapons and in actuality there was no bomb. Just a
gigantic Quaker Cannon and a stone inscribed with the Swords into
Plowshares verse.  At that point it turned out that the government was
about to drop its own bomb to counter the (nonexistent) bomb and the
effect would be the same as if there HAD been a doomsday weapon. Nice irony
there, and the finale was a nice knockdown dragout shocker...

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 18:10:11 GMT
From: leone@apt.bungi.com (Marc Leone)
Subject: Re: Six Million Dollar Man

bressler@iftccu.ca.boeing.com (Rick Bressler) writes:
>Martin Caiden( sp?) wrote about 3 or four books about the Six Million
>Dollar man.  The first as I recall was called Cyborg.  These are not book
>versions of the TV shows.  The first was I believe the one that gave rise
>to the idea for the TV show.  I thought that the books were very realistic
>near term technology.  (For example, He could run four minute miles for
>some time, but NOT run 60 mile per hour.  His eye was a camera, but his
>sight couldn't be restored.  He learned to fly with one eye.  Lots of
>pilots have done it).  I have no idea if they are still in print, but they
>are worth keeping an eye out for at garage sales etc.  Rick

I read _Cyborg_, but am unaware of other books about that character.  Did
read _Man-Fac_, though, which kind of twists the Six Million Dollar Man
theme backwards.  Instead of replacing destroyed body-parts, an exoskeleton
is used.  Well, I guess it isn't just an exoskeleton, more like an
exo-suit.  Very '70s TV style, IMO, but mildly interesting nonetheless.
(_Man-Fac_ is also by Caiden)

Marc Leone
APT Technology Inc.
San Jose, CA
408 377 9950
leone@apt.bungi.com
{apple,sun,pyramid}!daver!apt!leone

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 91 05:50:00 GMT
From: victoro@crash.cts.com (Victor O'Rear)
Subject: Real Ghostbusters Book List

Has anyone compiled a list of all the reference works mentioned in the
animated series "The Real Ghostbusters"?

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jul 91 16:36:59 GMT
From: mikeu@pro-magic.cts.com (Mike Ungerman)
Subject: The Flash (Spoiler)

Saw a syndicated re-run of The Flash episode where he is thrown 10 years
into the future of Central City and ultimately returns to his own present
just prior to the time he left for the future.

The paradox of two Flashes present at the same time is handled well, with
one Flash watching as the one from the future makes changes that will
prevent the present Flash from going into the future.  At that point, the
two Flashes merge into one body and go on from there.

An interesting treatment of the paradox, as once the two have merged the
combined Flash has the knowledge of what happend in the future as well as
what will not happen as a result of his not having to go there.

Mike Ungerman
mikeu@pro-magic
mikeu@pro-magic.cts.com
..uunet!tarpit!bilver!pro-magic!mikeu
crash!pnet01!pro-magic!mikeu@nosc.mil

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

       Books - Asimov & Brust (4 msgs) & Delany & Dickson (2 msgs) &
               Duncan (2 msgs) & Farren & Feist & Gemmell & 
               Haldeman (4 msgs) & McCaffrey & McKinney & Middleton

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 91 22:53:31 GMT
From: thomas@qut.edu.au
Subject: Re: New Foundation Novel

x89werner6@gw.wmich.edu writes:
> I don't know if this question has already been asked, but I'll throw it
> out there anyways.  Does anyone have any idea when Asimov's new
> Foundation novel is coming out?  I have heard rumors about it for the
> last several months, and I recently bought a copy of his End of Eternity
> that mentioned he was working on Precursor to Foundation.  Also, does
> anyone know what it's about (other than the fact that it takes place
> between Pebble in the Sky and Prelude to Foundation)?

Being in the land of Aus. I hear nothing of rumours until about three years
after they become fact.  But what you are describing losely here sounds a
lot like the "Prelude to Foundation" that has been out for quite a while.
If that is not what you are talking about, please email me with info about
the new rumours, thanks.

Richard Thomas
School of Computing Science
Queensland University of Technology
richard@water.fit.qut.edu.au
R.Thomas@qut.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jul 91 13:18:15 GMT
From: HEROY@lsuvm.bitnet (Paul Heroy)
Subject: Brusts's Phoenix

I just finished reading the 5 currently available Vlad Taltos books by
Steven Brust, and found them to be well done and enjoyable, though
frequently a bit 'down' in tone. (Things don't always just work out exactly
the way the reader or Vlad would like; I like this though.) I noticed
something that may have already been mentioned here, since there have been
many discussions on the books that I did not read (since I didn't want
spoilers, naturally). Anyway, on page 96 and the first couple of paragraphs
of 97 in _Phoenix_, Brust takes a shot at the publishing industry,
basically saying TOR is the best of a bunch of bad apples. (ACE publishes
these books, BTW.) I had heard that his books are full of Grateful Dead
allusions, but I didn't notice those since I'm not a Dead-head.

Paul Heroy
SNHERO@LSUVM
snhero@lsuvm.sncc.lsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jul 91 19:37:58 GMT
From: HEROY@lsuvm.bitnet (Paul Heroy)
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Jhereg_

Chuq Von Rospach said:
>And coming soon THE PHOENIX GUARDS, from Tor. Set a couple of thousand

HA! This is great! I wonder if Steve knew he was going to TOR when he wrote
_Phoenix_ and slammed the publishing industry except for TOR? (See pp. 96 &
97.)

>years before Vlad is born, it's an homad to Dumas. Very well written
>(which is typical of Steve).

Hmmm, this obviously doesn't follow directly after the end of _Phoenix_.
You mean we have to wait for at least book 7 (another 1 1/2 years?) to find
out what Vlad does with his life? On the other hand, we know there are at
least a couple of stories to be told from his earlier life, from allusions
in _Phoenix_ (and probably some of the others). Sounds like the new book
should definitely be fun though.

Paul Heroy
HEROY@LSUVM
heroy@lsuvm.sncc.lsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jul 91 18:35:56 GMT
From: rsholmes@rodan.acs.syr.edu (Rich Holmes)
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Jhereg_

>Other books:
>To Reign In Hell
>The Sun The Moon And The Stars

And _Cowboy Feng's Space Bar and Grill_

I've read all of Brust's books.  _Cowboy Feng_ left me somewhat
dissatisfied and I think I may have gone so far as to dislike _Teckla_.
_The Sun..._ struck me as pointless, maybe because I haven't gotten the
hang of Hungarian folk tales.  The rest have been more or less wonderful.

Rich Holmes

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 91 08:33:23 GMT
From: cplma@marlin.jcu.edu.au (Lynn Alford)
Subject: Re: Steven Brust's _Jhereg_

chuq@Apple.COM (Chuq Von Rospach) writes:
>>I liked To Reign in Hell.  In fact, the only Brust book I didn't care for
>>was Cowboy Feng's.  I thought To Reign was an interesting variation on
>>the 'what really happened between god and satan' theme.
>
>If I had to sit down and decide which Brust book I liked least, I think it
>would be "The Sun, the Moon and the Stars", which wasn't that well thought
>out and really didn't work within the framework it was wedged into. "Bad"
>Brust is still better than most other writing, so keep that in
>perspective.  FENG would be second on the list.

Well, I rather liked 'The Sun, The Moon, and the Stars'.  Then again I like
folk tales of any variety, and Hungarian folktales are new to me.  Plus, I
was fascinated to notice that the 'Hungarian magician' (quotes due to not
having read this in a long time) was called a taltos.  Put a new
perspective on Vlad.

Lynn

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jul 91 22:58:00 GMT
From: BA01@swtexas.bitnet
Subject: Re: Dhalgren-bashing

cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin) writes:
>1) While Delany's novels have many complex subplots, they are often
>missing a tight master plot. Many are sexually explicit to the point of
>extreme offensiveness.  And the flow of events Delany depicts is often
>convoluted to the point of incoherence.

Be mindful, please, that I read _Dhalgren_ 4+ years ago.  It's probably due
another read for further insight - whenever I can shoe-horn it into my
present list of books to read :-).

Nevertheless, some books have tight plots by design and others do not.  I
don't think a "plot" is the main feature of this book.  Delany concentrates
on character in this novel.  I found Kid's journey of self-discovery (or
lack therof :-) ) very interesting.  I also was very drawn into the book
by the atmosphere.  It reminded me of Bradbury's _Dandelion Wine_ that way:
how I was able to sink into it.

As to offensiveness, if you find it offensive, that's your opinion.  How
can anybody deny your opinion?

Here are my thoughts on the sexuality in _Dhalgren_.  1) One role of art in
society is to _push_ the bounds of aesthetics and offensiveness.  Failure
to do so results in stagnation.  I think an important aspect of any fiction
is to explore sexuality and its role in/reflection of society.  What better
venue to do this than SF?  Personally, 2) What sort of social behavior can
you realistically expect out of a bunch of characters who are stragglers
from a collapsed society and re-forming their own?  3) Look at the world
around you: violence, poverty, abuse, neglect, indifference. Life is
offensive.  Shouldn't literature reflect/explore all aspects of life?

Bernie Asher
ba01@swtexas.bitnet
ba01%swtexas.bitnet@ricevm1.rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 91 01:28:16 GMTF
rom: jimvons@dbase.a-t.com (Jim von Schmacht)
Subject: Re: Young Bleys - Comments

The next book in the series is Bleys: The Man, which continues on with
story immediately during and after Hal's escape, up to the end of Chantry
Guild.  Then HOPEFULLY we will finally get CHILDE.

Jim von Schmacht
Ashton Tate Corporation

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jul 91 00:04:30 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Young Bleys - Comments

jimvons@dbase.a-t.com (Jim von Schmacht):
>The next book in the series is Bleys: The Man, which continues on with
>story immediately during and after Hal's escape, up to the end of Chantry
>Guild.  Then HOPEFULLY we will finally get CHILDE.

May I suggest a simple reason this is being forever delayed?  CHILDE needs
to culminate with the achievement of a fundamental philosophical insight -
a new way for humanity to think of itself.  The problem, of course, is that
while Hal Mayne may have access to such an insight, Gordon Dickson doesn't.
So CHILDE won't appear until he comes up with a palatable way to end the
book with an "I've almost got it" or an "I've got it but I'm not going to
tell you" or a cosmic "Suddenly there was a knock on the door."

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 91 11:30:17 GMT
From: asannuti@dial.princeton.edu (Arun Meda Sannuti)
Subject: David Duncan

   Hi.  I've heard (from various sources, including my sister) that David
Duncan was a good fluff author.  (At about the same reading level as the
Flinx books of Alan Dean Foster.)  I was wondering if anybody out there had
any opinions on him.  Thanks.

Arun Sannuti

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 91 19:39:41 GMT
From: graham@june.cs.washington.edu (Stephen Graham)
Subject: Re: David Duncan

asannuti@dial.Princeton.EDU (Arun Meda Sannuti) writes:
>I've heard (from various sources, including my sister) that David Duncan
>was a good fluff author.  (At about the same reading level as the Flinx
>books of Alan Dean Foster.)  I was wondering if anybody out there had any
>opinions on him.  

I'm not certain I'd call him a "fluff" author. He and Robert Jordan have
the best series extant in the genre. "A Man of His Word" is shaping up
nicely. "Shadow" and "The Seventh Sword" are both well written and present
interesting worlds. Personally, I was very disappointed by "Hero" and would
recommend avoiding it.

Stephen Graham
(206) 543-8115
graham@cs.washington.edu
uw-beaver!june!graham

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 91 12:56:39 GMT
From: GLWARNER@samford.bitnet (THE GAR)
Subject: RE: Mick Farren's DNA Cowboys

This was interesting I thought.  I was reading Walter Jon Williams'
_HardWired_ and saw in one passage a reference to "lizardbrain".  In
context it referred to that portion of a person's personality that actually
resided in their computer implants rather than their organic brain.

Talk about bleed-over!  Mick Farren originated the lizardbrain term to
refer to people who had actually had a portion of a giant lizard's brain
implanted into their body so that they could pass through the "zones of
nothingness" without harm.  I guess the term bled over to WJW without the
necessity for having a useful meaning behind it!

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jul 91 19:08:31 GMT
From: HEROY@lsuvm.bitnet (Paul Heroy)
Subject: Feist & Wurts

   In regard to the recent inquiries about the Feist/Wurts collaboration
Daughter of the Empire and its sequel, Servant of the Empire, my summary
opinion is that DotE is much better than SotE. Unfortunately, I grabbed
SotE in hardback when it came out last year, and I regret doing so. I
posted some comments about it which basically boiled down to saying that it
bored me to tears. I was very disappointed, because I enjoyed DotE so much.

   I agree with another poster that the introduction of the character Kevin
was a negative for the book, although it didn't have to. What they did with
Kevin mostly annoyed me. Also, the book should have had several thousand
words cut - I got tired of reading the same descriptions and arguments over
and over. It gave me the feeling of being written in response to a book
that did very well and was at least somewhat inspired and carefully done;
the sequel, however, is just a setup for the third book in the series.
(Mistress of the Empire, in which it's my guess that we'll see, surprise
surprise, Mara take her rightful place at the top of the Game of the
Council.)

Paul Heroy
HEROY@LSUVM
heroy@lsuvm.sncc.lsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 91 01:59:04 GMT
From: jaimiep@physiol.su.oz.au (Jaimie Polson)
Subject: Re: David Gemmell

There is also a new David Gemmell Book recently out (at least in OZ). It is
called *The Lion Of Macedon* (or something like that)

I read it about 6 weeks ago. Not bad. It's based upon Ancient Greek
History, and some of the characters are real people from history. It's the
first of a trilogy (series?).

Jaimie

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jul 91 16:45:30 GMT
From: blaise@stsci.edu (Blaise Canzian)
Subject: Joe Haldeman -- recommended readings

After reading The Forever War, I am tempted to read all the Joe Haldeman
that I can get my hands on.  Would anyone rank his best novels, or make
specific recommendations?  Are there any good collections of his short
stories?

Blaise Canzian
blaise@stsci.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 91 04:25:26 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Re: Joe Haldeman -- recommended readings

blaise@stsci (Blaise Canzian) writes:
>After reading The Forever War, I am tempted to read all the Joe Haldeman
>that I can get my hands on.  Would anyone rank his best novels, or make
>specific recommendations?  Are there any good collections of his short
>stories?

_Mindbridge_ is excellent.  I liked _Worlds_ and _Worlds Apart_.  I read
_All My Sins Remembered_, but I don't recall what it was about, or what I
thought of it (which I guess says something about it right there).
_Forever War_ is very good, and _Buying Time_ is a good story with a nice
twist.

Actually, the only book I found to be lacking was that book (name eludes me
for the moment) about a guy who invents an instant- hypnotism thingy and
puts it in a watch.  Nothing new here...

I haven't read _Hemingway Hoax_...

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 91 21:19:34 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach -- Only here for the beer)
Subject: Re: Joe Haldeman -- recommended readings

dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann) writes:
>blaise@stsci (Blaise Canzian) writes:
>>After reading The Forever War, I am tempted to read all the Joe Haldeman
>>that I can get my hands on.

My favorites are ALL MY SINS REMEMBERED and BUYING TIME. If you though WAR
was downer, you'll love AMSR.

>Actually, the only book I found to be lacking was that book (name eludes
>me for the moment) about a guy who invents an instant- hypnotism thingy
>and puts it in a watch.  Nothing new here...

TOOL OF THE TRADE, I believe.

>I haven't read _Hemingway Hoax_...

I have. It definitely helps if you're a writer, because I think one of the
things you really need is a fascination with the writing process. It also
seems many writers (myself included) are fascinated (or perhaps obsessed)
with Hemingway. If you don't care about writing or writers, it's hard for
me to see what the attraction of the book is. The sciffy stuff is all
grafted on as an afterthought, primarily (it seems to me) because Haldeman
is an SF writer and it was the only way to sell the book.

The novella was much stronger, and even that dragged for me.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 91 16:11:00 GMT
From: craigb@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Subject: Re: Joe Haldeman -- recommended readings

> After reading The Forever War, I am tempted to read all the Joe Haldeman
> that I can get my hands on.  Would anyone rank his best novels, or make
> specific recommendations?  Are there any good collections of his short
> stories?

I was really glad to read this, because after some of the recent postings I
was afraid I was alone in liking Haldeman.

Let's see, he's written lots of stuff, but my favorite novels of his are

   _The Forever War_
   _Mindbridge_
   _All My Sins Remembered_
   _Tool of the Trade_

He has at least a couple of short story collections, but the only one I can
remember is called _Dealing In Futures_, which was rather uneven in
quality, although it had a pretty good Confederation story (set in the same
future history as _All My Sins Remembered_).

Craig Becker
craigb@ausvm1.vnet.ibm.com 

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jul 91 08:32:10 GMT
From: rjm@cantua.canterbury.ac.nz (yet another nutter)
Subject: Dinosaur Planet (Anne McCaffrey)

On the back of my copy of Dinosaur Planet it states that this was the first
book in a trilogy, yet nowhere on the sequel (Dinosaur Planet - Survivors)
is this mentioned. Does anyone know anything about this? None of the
bookstores I've asked at have heard of a third novel (but then, they've
been wrong before...).  Is there a third Dinosaur Planet novel, or is my
book just dreaming?

Ray
rjm@cosc.canterbury.ac.nz

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jul 91 19:56:05 GMT
From: 003@pnet16.cts.com (Lcdr Smith)
Subject: Jack McKinney:  Event Horizon

Does anyone know anything about a book by subject named author called
"Event Horizon - The Black Hole Travel Agency, volume 1" ???  I have never
read anything by this author, to my knowledge, but this sounded rather
interesting.  Many thanks.  

Sheri
UUCP: humu!nctams1!pnet16!003
ARPA: humu!nctams1!pnet16!003@nosc.mil
INET: 003@pnet16.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 91 10:07:00 GMT
From: STATHORNTON@vax1.ucg.ie (Difficle est proprie communia dicire!)
Subject: Martin Middleton

HELP.  Does anyone know was Martin Middleton's Cronicles of the Custodians
published in Europe or America, I have Book 1 (not a bad book if a little
weak in spots, but it's the author's first outing, he'll learn, he's got
good ideas now all he has to do is sit back and take it a little easier,
the story is just that little bit too hurried, but as I said before he does
have good ideas, the idea of a race that understands a language from birth
no matter if they never heard it and a race who understands weapons as
well, combined with magical rings, works though not as well as if it were a
more experienced writer, a bonus in the book is the apendix, an Armoury.
This guy knows about swords and other such weapons.) Martin Middleton is an
Austrailian writer, the book I got second hand, and discovered (to my
horror ;-) ) that it was only listed on the book as being printed in
Australia in 1990. It was an enjoyable read and recommendable if a little
clumsy at times.

Deirdre Thornton
Stathornton@vax1.ucg.ie

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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SF-LOVERS Digest           Thursday, 25 Jul 1991      Volume 16 : Issue 325

Today's Topics:

		Books - Moran & O'Neil & Rucker (3 msgs) &
                        Shepard (4 msgs) & Tolkien & Waldrop &
                        Wolfe (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 20 Jul 91 10:31:17 GMT
From: tucker@mammoth.cs.unr.edu (Aaron Tucker)
Subject: Daniel Keys Moran (was Re: William Gibson and cyberpunk)

Please allow me to plug DKM also.  Personally, I didn't find his first two
books "plotless" but you can defintely see an improvement in his writing in
"The Long Run".
	
If nothing else, read the dedications and afterword in "Emerald Eyes."
Moran himself states that when he looks back at stuff he's written five
years ago, he cringes.  He also hopes, that in five years (from publication
date of EE) he'll look back at it and cringe, since he hopes that he will
have improved as a writer.  The guy is HONEST.  He's very funny.  He's
optimistic.  "There Is Good in the World."

"The Ring" was published in hardback once, without any paperback printing.
It was based on a screenplay, and since this movie has apparently died,
maybe they'll never print it again : (

I believe it's out of print, but here is the info if not:
   The Ring/by Daniel Keys Moran; based on a screenplay
      by William Stewart and Joanne Nelsen.
   1988, A Foundation Book (Doubleday)
   ISBN 0-385-24816-4 $19.95

DKM has said that the only reason he agreed to do this book, is because he
had something similiar in mind.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jul 91 19:56:05 GMT
From: 003@pnet16.cts.com (Lcdr Smith)
Subject: Kathleen M. O'Neil: request for info on books

I am seeking recommendations pro/con on this author regarding her books "An
Abyss of Light" and "Redemption of Light".  I have never to my knowledge
read anything by this author.  

Sheri
UUCP: humu!nctams1!pnet16!003
ARPA: humu!nctams1!pnet16!003@nosc.mil
INET: 003@pnet16.cts.com

------------------------------

Date:    Tue, 23 Jul 1991 1:53:44 -0500 (CDT)
From: HIGGINS@fnalb.fnal.gov (Bill Higgins-- Beam Jockey)
Subject: Good SF blurbs (was Re: Rudy Rucker)

Of Rudy Rucker's novels, I liked *Software* fairly well, *Wetware* not as
much, and greatly enjoyed *The Master of Space and Time* (though some will
find it just plain silly).

*Software* in its original edition had one of the best blurbs I've ever
seen.  In the novel, a society of intelligent robots offer their creator an
immortal robot body.  The catch: To "install" his consciousness in the
body, they must puree his brain, killing his body.  The robots think this
is a reasonable thing to do. For, as the blurb on the front cover says,

PRESERVE YOUR SOFTWARE AT ALL COSTS.
THE REST IS MEAT.

I really liked this... though it took about ten seconds to come up with

PRSERVE YOUR HARDWARE AT ALL COSTS.
THE REST IS NOISE.

Bill Higgins
Fermilab
HIGGINS@FNALB.BITNET
HIGGINS@FNAL.FNAL.GOV

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jul 91 17:54:19 GMT
From: jhildeb1@cc.swarthmore.edu (Jeff Hildebrand)
Subject: Re: Rudy Rucker

rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (Rod Johnson) writes:
>Also good are The Meaning of Life, a genuinely moving pseudo-autobiography
>cum UFO story,

   You know, I really wanted to like this book. (Mainly because it's set
(in part) at Swarthmore and I got a huge kick out of having some of the
action going on in places I see every day.) Most of it was fun and rather
interesting but somehow his writing style left me rather cold. I much
prefer his style on his non-fiction, which is, IMO, excellent. Probably
just as well that I was too tongue-tied to say anything when I sat next to
him at graduation this spring.  (Yup, I'm name-dropping.)

Jeff
jhildeb1@cc.swarthmore.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 91 00:34:39 GMT
From: idddev@well.sf.ca.us (Innovative Data Design)
Subject: Re: Rudy Rucker

_Software_ & _Wetware_ are pretty good (both won the PKDick award), but
Rucker's other books are better. _White Light_, _Spacetime Donuts_, _The
Sex Sphere_, and some of the short stories are close to Gernsback's ideal
of science fiction that teaches hard facts about science (in Rucker's case,
the science is frontier math). As with the "Merge" drug in _Wetware_, the
plots are never more believable than (for example) _Alice in Wonderland_,
but they're very funny and can teach you something.
 
Angus MacDonald
idddev@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jul 91 16:09:20 GMT
From: cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin)
Subject: Lucius Shepard: _Life During Wartime_

Bantam Spectra has just released a new paperback edition of Lucius
Shepard's _Life During Wartime_.

Buy it.  This man is mad.

If you don't feel convinced, drop by the "S" section next time you hit a
good bookstore.  Pick up _Life During Wartime_.  Start reading on the last
paragraph of page 41; stop reading at the end of page 46.  That's right;
where the guy jumps in the pit with the jaguar.

The book gets continuously more twisted as the plot develops.  Where else
could you find a crashed helicopter that thinks it's God, a broken-minded
psychic who kills men by suffocating them under clouds of butterflies, a
...  well, don't want to spoil things for you.  The back cover makes
Shepard sound a bit politically contentious, but he isn't.

You might also pick up _Green Eyes_, while you're at it.  So well-done, it
almost makes me want to be a zombie myself...

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jul 91 18:42:16 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Lucius Shepard: _Life During Wartime_

cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin) sez:
>Bantam Spectra has just released a new paperback edition of Lucius
>Shepard's _Life During Wartime_.
>
>Buy it.  This man is mad.

Seconded.  Though he stumbles a little bit at the end, I think, this is a
fine book.

>You might also pick up _Green Eyes_, while you're at it.  So well-done, it
>almost makes me want to be a zombie myself...

No kidding.  Talk about your wish-fulfillment power fantasies...

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 91 16:23:01 GMT
From: vehaag@crocus.waterloo.edu (Viktor Haag)
Subject: Re: Lucius Shepard: _Life During Wartime_

cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin) writes:
>Bantam Spectra has just released a new paperback edition of Lucius
>Shepard's _Life During Wartime_.
>
>Buy it.  This man is mad.

Much better than Life During Wartime is Shepard's collection of Short
Stories in Bantam trade paper (as LDW was) called The Jaguar Hunter (?).  I
think that Shepard is a much better writer of short fiction than long, but
he still ranks right up there.  Apparently Mr. Shepard is one of the 'cool,
hip' people at Cons, and is a real party animal but, this is a third hand
rumour at best.  With luck, maybe Bantam will release the Jaguar Hunter in
normal format paper, as it is probably out of print in trade paper now.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 91 00:38:41 GMT
From: john@gna.axis-design.fr (John Hughes)
Subject: Re: Lucius Shepard: _Life During Wartime_

cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin) writes:
>Bantam Spectra has just released a new paperback edition of Lucius
>Shepard's _Life During Wartime_.

Finaly someone starts talking about REAL GOOD STUFF!  This was the best
book I've read in the past 3 years.

The Paladin copy I have was published in '89.  Green Eyes seems to have
been published in '87 by Panther/Grafton, but I bought it two weeks ago.

LDW is IMO (Humble, who, me?) the better book, a bigger and more satisfying
story.

John Hughes

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jul 91 14:32:52 GMT
From: GANDALF%PUCING@cunyvm.cuny.edu
Subject: TOLKIEN list in BITNET YY

A few months ago, TOLKIEN list appeared among BITNET.  Why TOLKIEN ?  The
purpose of this list is to discuss and to exchange information on subjects
related to J.R.R. Tolkien's mythological books.  Now, TOLKIEN has two
peered nodes, which allows me ( the current owner of the list ) to invite
EVERYONE who wishes to chat about TOLKIEN mythos to enter this List. For
'Tolkien Lore' reasons, you're expected to have already read the major
books, such as the Silmarillion and The Lord of the Rings.  If you want to
enter the list, just send your request to any of the following addresses:

   GANDALF@PUCING - Owner of the list ( human )
   TOLKIEN@PUCING 
   TOLKIEN@JHUVM  

------------------------------

Date: Mon, 22 Jul 91 10:19 EDT
From: ecl@mtgzy.att.com
Subject: Review: STRANGE MONSTERS OF THE RECENT PAST by Howard Waldrop

	   STRANGE MONSTERS OF THE RECENT PAST by Howard Waldrop
		    Ace, 1991, ISBN 0-441-16069-7, $3.95.
		      A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   Six months ago I reviewed STRANGE THINGS IN CLOSE UP, a British edition
which combined HOWARD WHO? (Doubleday, 1986) and ALL ABOUT STRANGE MONSTERS
OF THE RECENT PAST (Ursus Imprints, 1987).  This (American) volume contains
the seven stories (and the foreword by Lewis Shiner) that made up ALL ABOUT
STRANGE MONSTERS OF THE RECENT PAST, as well as "A Dozen Tough Jobs," a
novella originally published in novel form (Zeising, 1989).  As best I can
tell, publishers do this to drive readers and collectors crazy.

   (I will review "A Dozen Tough Jobs" first, then the stories from ALL
ABOUT STRANGE MONSTERS OF THE RECENT PAST.  If my comments on the seven
stories from that other earlier collection seem familiar, it's because they
are basically what I said about the stories six months ago.  If you've read
that review, you can skip them.)

   "A Dozen Tough Jobs" is basically a retelling of the Labors of Hercules.
This would be a bit of a spoiler, except that everything you have ever read
about this novella tells you that.  Now this way you can go and read up on
the source material before you read the novella.  I can understand why
Waldrop is not selling as much as some other authors - most authors make
their references to McDonald's and Madonna, while Waldrop makes his to
Anatolia and Agamemnon.  He does, however, mix his metaphors by throwing in
Egyptian references as well as Greek (yes, I know the Greeks ruled Egypt
for a while, but not during the periods he is referencing).  If you like
Greek mythology (and are up on your references), you will love this story.
If you don't know Mercury from Medusa, you will probably go away from this
story asking what the fuss is about.  What this means, of course, is that
this piece may be more of a curiosity piece a la David Gerrold's FLYING
SORCERERS than a piece of great literature.  But what the heck, everyone's
entitled to little fun.  (And what I want to know is when the "Annotated
Dozen Tough Jobs" is going to come out!)

   "All About Strange Monsters of the Recent Past" is an unabashed copy of
the monster films of the 1950s - all of them.  To tell more would be to
spoil many of the surprises.

   "Helpless, Helpless" is an updating of the plague to our modern,
mechanized, computerized society.  I think Waldrop overlooks (or glosses) a
lot of what would happen in a mechanical plague, and find his ending
somewhat overly rosy.  Perhaps because of this, this story seems a trifle
on the Luddite side - and Waldrop admits to not owning a word processor, or
even an electric typewriter.

   Even Waldrop acknowledges "Fair Game" may represent some ultimate
minimalist approach to literary criticism, or at least that's how I read
his introductory comments.  Certainly no one can go further in this
direction than he does with Hemingway in this story.

   It has been said that art imitates life.  It has also been said that
life imitates art.  One of these, perhaps both, would seem to be the case
in "What makes Hieronymous Run?"  If you haven't studied or at least been
exposed to the works of Hieronymous Bosch or Peter Brueghel the Elder, this
story probably won't make much sense.  If you have, this will open a whole
new way of looking at them.  (I had originally suggested an anthology of
stories based on works of art, along with the art that inspired them,
mentioning W. H. Auden's "Muse'e de Beaux Arts" and Hal Clement's OCEAN
ON TOP.  It turns out Ian Watson has collected an anthology PICTURES AT AN
EXHIBITION which does just that.  Unfortunately, the only copy I've seen so
far was priced at more than I wanted to pay, so I can't report on its
contents.)  There is an undercurrent in this story that ties into one that
other Waldrop stories display: the idea that maybe our view of history is
totally out of whack with "reality" (whatever that is).

   "The Lions Are Asleep This Night" is a more conventional alternate
history, this one set in Africa.  It predates Robert Silverberg's "Lion
Time in Timbuktu" but I doubt there is any connection.  Maybe it's just
time for more science fiction with African themes and settings - Mike
Resnick is making quite a name for himself with his Kirinyaga series set in
a future recreation of pre-colonial Kenya and his novel IVORY.  As usual,
though, Waldrop's entry in this African renaissance is different, more
subtle - so subtle, in fact, that Ellen Datlow insisted that he had to
rewrite it to explain more to an audience who didn't know history.  Even
so, I think it still assumes a lot on the part of the reader.

   "Flying Saucer Rock and Roll" is a story that I failed to appreciate due
to my ignorance of rock and roll music and history.  But since I am
probably exceptional in the extent of my ignorance, you may enjoy it more.
Certainly Waldrop's need to substitute phonemes for real rock lyrics (which
would have cost a fortune in royalties) didn't help matters.

   The final story of this set, "He-We-Await" is another story set in
Africa (it is, you know).  This one shows some influence from the horror
films of the 1930s - the Mummy series in particular.  Or maybe it's just
the similarity of theme, and I'm applying Waldrop's penchant for pop
culture to my reading of it.  At any rate, this story ends the set on a
suitably apocalyptic note.

   As you might have suspected from the fact that I bought a whole book
just for one Waldrop novella, I like Waldrop's writing and I recommend this
book.  But he's difficult to review because you can't group Waldrop's
stories into categories and discuss them in bunches.  Each one is an
individual and insists on being treated as one.  Now that these are
available in a relatively easy-to-find edition, I suggest you go out and
find it.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jul 91 18:51:04 GMT
From: scilib@nowalls.ucsd.edu (Sci Eng Library)
Subject: G.Wolfe _Shadow of the Torturer_

I'm nearly finished reading Wolfe's SOTT and just noticed that it says
"Volume One of The Book of the New Sun".  Does this mean it goes on (an
on)?  Is our main main Severian going to adventure his way through ___ more
books?  PLEASE, will someone let me know the titles?  Thanks!

D.Ellis
scilib@ucsd

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 91 16:49:22 GMT
From: repnomar@leland.stanford.edu (Janet M. Lafler)
Subject: Re: G.Wolfe _Shadow of the Torturer_

scilib@NOWALLS.UCSD.EDU writes:
>I'm nearly finished reading Wolfe's SOTT and just noticed that it says
>"Volume One of The Book of the New Sun".  Does this mean it goes on (an
>on)?  Is our main main Severian going to adventure his way through ___
>more books?  PLEASE, will someone let me know the titles?  Thanks!

One of the main features of Wolfe's narrative style is that his stories go
on and on beyond the point you could reasonably expect them to.  If you
like his tricks, he's great.

There are four books in the series, _The Shadow of the Torturer_, _The Claw
of the Conciliator_, _The Sword of the Lictor_ and _The Citadel of the
Autarch_.  There is also a companion volume, _The Urth of the New Sun_,
which I haven't read but have been reliably informed is awful.  That's all
the books there are in the series; I think we can count on him not to write
any more.

Enjoy.

Janet
repnomar@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 91 18:04:07 GMT
From: matt@physics16.berkeley.edu (Matt Austern)
Subject: Re: G.Wolfe _Shadow of the Torturer_

repnomar@leland.Stanford.EDU (Janet M. Lafler) writes:
> There are four books in the series, _The Shadow of the Torturer_, _The
> Claw of the Conciliator_, _The Sword of the Lictor_ and _The Citadel of
> the Autarch_.  There is also a companion volume, _The Urth of the New
> Sun_, which I haven't read but have been reliably informed is awful.
> That's all the books there are in the series; I think we can count on him
> not to write any more.

Awful?? Gene Wolfe?  Them there's fightin' words.  The Urth of the New Sun
certainly isn't as good as The Book of the New Sun, but a book could be
much worse than The Book of the New Sun and still be very good indeed.
Urth of the New Sun still has the calm voice and meticulous craftsmanship
and sense of inevitability that I find characteristic of Wolfe's writing.

Actually, I don't think I would call The Book of the New Sun a series, or a
tetrology, so much as a four-volume novel.  (And I would call The Urth of
the New Sun a sequel.)

Matt Austern
(415) 644-2618      
matt@physics.berkeley.edu
austern@lbl.bitnet
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Date: 13 Jul 91 05:18:06 GMT
From: francis@zaphod.uchicago.edu (Francis Stracke)
Subject: Re: Lucifer's Hammer (was Niven)

rh@smds.UUCP (Richard Harter) writes:
>Does it never occur to you that that troop of renegade black cannibal
>soldiers is grossly improbable, to say nothing of being gross?

The blacks became cannibals after they hooked up with the renegade
soldiers, who had taken to using cannibalism as an initiation rite.  There
was one black soldier to begin with, a sergeant, but it wasn't his idea.

Francis Stracke
Department of Mathematics
University of Chicago
francis@zaphod.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 91 05:20:31 GMT
From: francis@zaphod.uchicago.edu (Francis Stracke)
Subject: Re: Lucifer's Hammer (was Niven)

rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (Rod Johnson) writes:
>And, most sickeningly of all, in my opinion, the good guys solve the
>problem of what to do about the terrible blacks ("Cannibals All!") by
>*enslaving* them.  The natural order is restored - the blacks are in
>chains.  How can anyone read this without at least squirming a little?

As I recall, it was that they enslaved all the cannibals led by the
ex-soldiers (the blacks were only one portion of this band).  And they did
it because the only alternative they had was to kill them - they certainly
couldn't spare the manpower for a jail.  They hated both choices, but they
hated killing worse.

Francis Stracke
Department of Mathematics
University of Chicago
francis@zaphod.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 91 04:08:58 GMT
From: smds!rh@uunet.uu.net (Richard Harter)
Subject: Re: Lucifer's Hammer (was Niven)

pss1@kepler.unh.edu (Paul S Secinaro) writes:
> Where in the book is it established that the cannibals are all black?  I
> last read the book quite a while ago, but as I recall, the cannibals
> start out as a platoon of renegade soldiers - and the U.S. Army is hardly
> an all-black outfit.  I vaguely recall one character who was black - a
> sergeant or something.

It's been a while, since I've read the book, so I forget names.  However,
the renegade platoon sergeant and the leading NCO's were black, as was most
of the platoon.  A fair bit of the book is spent on the misadventures of a
black youth gang who end up joining with the platoon.  There is a good bit
about the dynamics between the army blacks and the street bloods.  The
other notable black is, interestingly enough, an astronaut.  The good
ranchers have very mixed emotions about him.

The platoon is one of the two nuclei for the horde.  The other is an
environmentalist charlatan turned doomsday preacher who concocts the notion
of the "Angels" and cannibalism as the test of faith.

As another poster noted the Angels are enslaved.  However he missed a bit
of irony.  The hard-bitten black sergeant is placed in charge.  Make of
that what you will.

> It's been very well established that Niven/Pournelle books just rub some
> people the wrong way, like Heinlein's work, I guess.  If you really want
> something that'll yank your chain, try reading Oath of Fealty - a pure
> preachfest.  Most of their books are not this bad, though, and I think
> some of your charges of racism and bigotry aren't justified in any event.
> It's true that the heroes are usually white, male, middle/upper class
> techie types, but then that's true of most SF.  While they do take some
> cheap shots at enviro-liberals, I don't see any specific evidence that
> any of it is racially motivated.

Never read _Oath of Fealty_, probably never will, for the reason you cite.
Some of their collaborations are, from my perspective, sheer delight -
Mote, Inferno, for example.  Heorot, despite the usual Pournelle "military
man" was good.  Footfall was embarassing.

An odd thought strikes me.  Neither N nor P are particularly racist in
person.  Can it be that they cynically mixed a hearty dose of racism in
pursuit of the best seller dollar?  Nahh, surely not.

Richard Harter
Software Maintenance and Development Systems, Inc.
SMDS Inc.
PO Box 555
Concord MA 01742
508-369-7398 
jjmhome!smds!rh
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Date: 13 Jul 91 19:10:18 GMT
From: hobbit@ac.dal.ca
Subject: Re: Lucifer's Hammer (was Niven) **spoilers**

rh@smds.UUCP (Richard Harter) writes:
> The thing that I find offensive is the demonization and apothesization.
> Astronauts like gods - give me a break.

I think you may be taking your symbology way to seriously.

Sure, the astronauts play a big part in saving the day; but that's because
they're very competent human beings, not supreme Astronaut-Gods.  If
they're regarded as heroes, it's because they're the last symbols of the
glories destroyed by the Comet.  People tend not to appreciate things until
they're gone...

> Does it never occur to you that that troop of renegade black cannibal
> soldiers is grossly improbable, to say nothing of being gross?

Gross, I'll give you. But where'd you get the idea that the death of
civilization was supposed to be pretty?

Improbable? Sure. All sf is inherently improbable. But the New Brotherhood
Army is certainly not impossible.  As N&P point out, there is historical
precedent in the founding of the Islamic Empire. (NO I'm not saying that
Moslems are cannibals but, Mohammed did forbid alcohol and made it stick,
which is perhaps even more difficult than making starving people eat human
flesh. I'm going to get flamed for this parenthesis, I know it...) And
cannibalism as an initiation ritual does really make you "one of them".

> Do you really miss the rampant racism of the book?  Does it not occur to
> you that the "Angels" are political caricature and demonization?

Please. Enlighten us. Explain in detail where you get "rampant racism" and
"demonization".

Remember to mention that one of the "god-like astronauts" is black.

Remember to mention that the New Brotherhood army recruits anyone and
everyone: "They [the other prisoners] were farmers, they had a setup like
Mr.  Wilson's, I think, a bunch of neighbours trying to be left alone. ...
we could join up or we could die." (LUCIFER'S HAMMER, p. 527).

Remember to mention that the evangelist leader, Armitage, is at least
sincere, if crazy. Can you blame a guy for being bent by The End Of The
World?  And after watching the antics of the Pass-the-Loot Club, sincerity
in a televangelist seems very generous.

> This book is pornography - a pandering by the authors to their own
> bigotry.  It is morally corrupt.  Now, for the superficial who will
> react,

Morally corrupt? How? Why? Where?  We've already established that
cannibalism is "demonized". Is anyone who disagrees with you a morally
corrupt panderer?

How is this book "pornography"?  Assuming you mean the definition to be
stretched to "something which degrades or abuses someone or some group".
You're tossing around some pretty strong words.

"Pandering to their own bigotry". I think bigotry is a rather strong word,
but perhaps you have a point.  Pournelle especially sees no need to give
equal representation to views he disagrees with. Perhaps you did not know
this before you read the book.

N&P are extreme libertarian technophiles. They have no patience with
hypocrites, like LH's back-to-nature hippies who keep microwave ovens and
electric guitars in their commune, nor with those who flaunt their
ignorance, like Pournelle's classic example of the anti-nuclear activist
who boasted he "had no physics but Ex-Lax."

But they are neither bigots nor racists nor pornographers.

Roald

------------------------------

Date: 13 Jul 91 20:22:47 GMT
From: hobbit@ac.dal.ca
Subject: Re: Lucifer's Hammer (was Niven) **spoilers**

rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson) writes:
> And, most sickeningly of all, in my opinion, the good guys solve the
> problem of what to do about the terrible blacks ("Cannibals All!") by
> *enslaving* them.  The natural order is restored - the blacks are in
> chains.  How can anyone read this without at least squirming a little?

Don't give me this BS about "natural order restored".

The New Brotherhood army is not all "terrible blacks". Several of the
leaders are black (Hooker and Nassor), but the "prophet" Armitage is white,
and the Army recruits everyone.  From the beginning, Hooker's squad is
mixed: "A lot of them are white, but I counted ten blood, and one's the
sergeant." (LUCIFER'S HAMMER, p. 462.)

They are also not "Cannibals All!", as if they enjoy it or something.  It
starts as necessity (cannibalism or starvation), and evolves into a very
powerful initiation ritual.

And nowhere is there a suggestion that slavery is a "natural order".  The
prisoners are put to work (slavery/forced labour/prisoners of war) because
they can't afford to let them go and they can't afford to take them in and
they decide that servitude is a step better than execution out of hand.
Maureen expresses the attitude: "What we don't dare do is get //used// to
evil.  We have to //hate// it, even if we can't do anything else."
(LUCIFER'S HAMMER, p. 619.)  Also, consider: how is what they do different
from terms of "community service"?

If you've ever read any of Pournelle's essay writing, the idea of him or
Niven advocating slavery is patently absurd.  The step is taken in
LUCIFER'S HAMMER as a least of evils and the point they want to get across
is that we should stop taking so much of our good fortune for granted.

Roald

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jul 91 06:18:53 GMT
From: hagerp@iuvax.cs.indiana.edu (Paul Hager)
Subject: Re: Lucifer's Hammer (was Niven)

Just an addendum.  While _Lucifer's Hammer_ may show the author's bias
against anti-nuke and anti-technology groups, there is nothing in the book
that I saw that evidenced racial bigotry.  I would point out that one of
the astronauts was black.  Also, Stephen Barnes, a collaborator with N&P
(_The Legend of Heorot_) and with Niven (The "Dreampark" series and _The
Descent of Anansi_) is black.  If N&P were racists, it seems unlikely that
Barnes would have collaborated with them.  

Paul Hager
hagerp@iuvax.cs.indiana.edu
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Date: 14 Jul 91 18:18:52 GMT
From: hobbit@ac.dal.ca
Subject: Re: Lucifer's Hammer (was Niven)

rh@smds.UUCP (Richard Harter) writes:
> The platoon is one of the two nuclei for the horde.  The other is an
> environmentalist charlatan turned doomsday preacher who concocts the
> notion of the "Angels" and cannibalism as the test of faith.

I don't know if this is worth arguing about, but...  "Henry Armitage was a
TV preacher.  He'd been a radio preacher until one of his converts left him
ten million dollars; now he had his own slick-paper magazine, TV shows in a
hundred cities, and an elaborate complex of buildings in Pasadena, complete
with editorial staff." (LUCIFER'S HAMMER, p. 84.)

I'm not sure where you get "environmentalist charlatan". I can't dispute
that it would be in character but, it doesn't seem to fit the case.

Roald

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jul 91 18:32:58 GMT
From: hobbit@ac.dal.ca
Subject: Re: Lucifer's Hammer (was Niven)

Minor correction to my previous posting:

I write:

> I'm not sure where you get "environmentalist charlatan". I can't dispute
> that it would be in character but, it doesn't seem to fit the case.

I meant "in character" for N&P, not for Armitage.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Jul 91 09:31:33 GMT
From: klaus@diku.dk (Klaus Ole Kristiansen)
Subject: Re: Niven

jp45+@andrew.cmu.edu (Jim Thomas Park , Jr.) writes:
>I just picked up Lucifer's Hammer today by Niven and Pournelle. My
>question is has antbody read it and is it worthwhile.

Yes and yes. It is a very good "surviver" type story. The only bad point I
remember now (many years after reading it) is that N&P are incapable of
taking non-technophiles seriously. Nuclear power is so obviously a good
thing that people who claim otherwise MUST have some ulterior motive (this
also appears in Inferno), wind power is so obviously a waste of time that
even those who have wind generators must realize that it is just a fad.
Otherwise I have only pleasant memories of this book. I would never have
known what hot fudge tuesdae was, if I had not read it.

Klaus O K

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 08:30:56 GMT
From: draughn@iitmax.iit.edu (Mark Draughn)
Subject: Re: Lucifer's Hammer (was Niven) **spoilers**

hobbit@ac.dal.ca writes:
>rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson) writes:
>> And, most sickeningly of all, in my opinion, the good guys solve the
>> problem of what to do about the terrible blacks ("Cannibals All!") by
>> *enslaving* them.  The natural order is restored - the blacks are in
>> chains.  How can anyone read this without at least squirming a little?
>
>Don't give me this BS about "natural order restored".
>
>The New Brotherhood army is not all "terrible blacks". Several of the
>leaders are black (Hooker and Nassor), but the "prophet" Armitage is
>white, and the Army recruits everyone.  From the beginning, Hooker's squad
>is mixed: "A lot of them are white, but I counted ten blood, and one's the
>sergeant."  (LUCIFER'S HAMMER, p. 462.)

I too emerged from a first reading this book with an impression of an army
of black cannibals.  I've heard other people who got the same impression
from the book.  Somebody should have pointed this out to N&P before the
book was published.  It makes them look real bad.

[...]
>And nowhere is there a suggestion that slavery is a "natural order".  The
>prisoners are put to work (slavery/forced labour/prisoners of war) because
>they can't afford to let them go and they can't afford to take them in and
>they decide that servitude is a step better than execution out of hand.

Actually, I think N&P are indeed suggesting that slavery is a natural
order; not necessarily slavery of blacks, though.  I have read similar
stuff from these guys elsewhere on this subject.  The thing is, Niven and
Pournelle are pro-industrialist technophiles.  They are, almost by
definition, opposed to the natural order.  Their harsh view of
environmentalists is a side-effect of this.  (They also seem to blow the
environmentalist angle way the hell out of proportion.)

The whole point of Lucifer's Hammer is to show how technically complicated
our society is.  So many of the things we take for granted - the postal
service, police forces, hospitals, are things we have only because we are a
fantastically wealthy technological society.  A large part of the reason we
don't have slavery any more is because we have the technology to replace
it.  Take away that technological base, and we have no choice.

A small number of environmentalists want us to give up all of our
technology - cars, nuclear power, computers, and revert to a peaceful
agrarian life, living off the land.  Niven and Pournelle think that, among
other things, this will lead back to slavery.  I agree.  The day that we
give up farm machinery, we will start enslaving people to harvest the
crops.  The slaves won't necessarily be black, but the homeless and
unemployed and those living in public housing will probably be first, and
many minorities are over-represented in that group.

(I realize that the collapse of civilization in Lucifer's Hammer is caused
by the Hammer and not by environmentalist wackos, but I think N&P would
have agreed with my interpretation.)  

Mark Draughn
Academic Computing Center
Illinois Institute of Technology
10 W. 31st Street
Chicago, Illinois  60616
+1 312 567 5962
draughn@iitmax.iit.edu
SYSMARK@IITVAX.BITNET
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Date: 15 Jul 91 02:21:40 GMT
From: smds!rh@uunet.uu.net (Richard Harter)
Subject: Re: Lucifer's Hammer (was Niven)

hobbit@ac.dal.ca writes:
> I don't know if this is worth arguing about, but...  "Henry Armitage was
> a TV preacher.  He'd been a radio preacher until one of his converts left
> him ten million dollars; now he had his own slick-paper magazine, TV
> shows in a hundred cities, and an elaborate complex of buildings in
> Pasadena, complete with editorial staff." (LUCIFER'S HAMMER, p. 84.)

> I'm not sure where you get "environmentalist charlatan". I can't dispute
> that it would be in character but, it doesn't seem to fit the case.

No doubt, you're right.  It's been umpty years since I've read it.  If I'm
not mistaken, the Sergeant's name was Hooker.  I totally disremember the
name of our hero, the wimpy good guy who gets the Senator's daughter.  I
also disremember exactly how they got onto the anti-nuke track; evidently I
elided that particular sequence.  I'm pretty sure it wasn't the politician
(Lt. Gov. as I recall).  If memory serves me correctly he was pretty much a
shallow and rather slimy opportunist.  You look it up.  How did they get
side tracked on attacking the power plant?  

Richard Harter
Software Maintenance and Development Systems, Inc.
SMDS Inc.
PO Box 555
Concord MA 01742 This
508-369-7398
jjmhome!smds!rh
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Date: 29 Jul 91 15:16:04 GMT
From: ttevans@phoenix.princeton.edu (Tyler T Evans)
Subject: Asprin & M.Y.T.H.

Has anyone read the latest of these? It seemed like a waste of paper to me.
I enjoy Asprin's style and that was pretty much all that was good about
this book. It seems that the only purpose of the book (other than to get a
little closer to finishing his contract on this series) was to give a
characterization of the two bodyguards. Anyone have any comments?

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 91 22:50:33 GMT
From: lfd@cbnewsm.att.com (Lee Derbenwick)
Subject: "fatal flaw" in Blood Music

This is one of those books that has a "fatal flaw": something that
completely destroys my ability to suspend disbelief.  (Sufficiently so that
I never got past it; usually I'll slog on anyway.)

The bioengineering company at which the hero(?) initially works is very
carefully portrayed as being a bit paranoid.  They are _unusually_ careful
with their intellectual property rights.

But when he leaves, he is allowed, after a little argument, to take his
laboratory notebooks with him.

Right.  Yeah.  Sure.  For those of you who have never worked in or near
industrial research (as opposed to univerities, which usually have
different rules or at least used to), the laboratory notebooks are _always_
the property of the company.  In most cases, they are the primary basis for
defending the validity of the company's patents, and they are thus often
kept in vaults.  This applies even if _you_ did nothing patentable: your
notes witnessing others' work can be critical.

So here is a company that has been portrayed as more paranoid than most,
but it doesn't take even standard care.  If Bear knew that little about his
setting, what was the point?

The fact that it could have been made incidental to the plot only makes it
worse: Bear deliberately stressed the character of the company and detailed
the incident.  In what I presume was an attempt to add a "real" feel to the
book, he blew it completely because he didn't know what he was talking
about.

Lee Derbenwick
AT&T Bell Laboratories
Warren, NJ
lfd@cbnewsm.ATT.COM
<wherever>!att!cbnewsm!lfd

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 91 16:18:35 GMT
From: shane@inferno.peri.com (Shane Bouslough)
Subject: Re: "fatal flaw" in Blood Music

lfd@cbnewsm.att.com (Lee Derbenwick) writes:
> This is one of those books that has a "fatal flaw": something that
> completely destroys my ability to suspend disbelief.  (Sufficiently so
> that I never got past it; usually I'll slog on anyway.)

One interesting note is the original short story which appeared in OMNI was
much better than the book. I think the story got such good reviews that he
decided to strech it into the longer form and it suffered as a result. :-(

Shane Bouslough
Periphonics Corp.  
4000 Veterans Hwy. 
Bohemia, NY 11716  
516-467-0500       
shane@inferno.peri.com
...uunet!mcdhup!inferno!shane

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jul 91 18:50:21 GMT
From: slh5087@zeus.tamu.edu
Subject: Review request:  C.J. Cherryh

Greetings all!

I am a fairly well-read science fiction buff (don't care much for fantasy).
One author that I have consistently avoided, for no particular reason
(except maybe for her abundance of fantasy books) is C.J. Cherryh.  I am
aware that she writes sf as well (e.g. _Downbelow Station_ and _Cyteen_).
I would be very interested in hearing from anyone who has read Cherryh's
science fiction.  What do you think?  If you like it, I would appreciate
your advice as to what to try first of hers, and possibly a recommended
reading list.

Thanks a lot.

Steven L. Hayes
Texas A&M University
Dept. of Nuclear Engineering
College Station, TX 77843
(409) 845-8101
SLH5087@ZEUS.TAMU.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jul 91 22:17:49 GMT
From: randi@sporty.col.oh.us (Randi Pollard)
Subject: CRADLE

Just finished reading Cradle by A. C. Clarke and G. Lee.  I thought that it
was one of the better things Clarke has written, maybe due to the
collaboration.  I recommend reading this book.

Randi Pollard
5014-A Coventry Dr.
Columbus, OH  43232         
614-863-4801
sporty!randi@ursa-major.spdcc.com  
randi@sporty.uucp                  
randi@sporty.col.oh.us             

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jul 91 17:21:43 GMT
From: mwinters@yoyodyne.ncsa.uiuc.edu (Mary Winters)
Subject: Louise Cooper

I was browsing in the bookstore the other day and saw a whole bunch of
books by Louise Cooper, an author I had never seen before. A couple of the
series' looked unfinished, but one of them, the "Indigo" books, looked
complete.  Not having heard of this author, I thought to ask everyone's
opinion on her before going out and buying all five books. Is she good? Is
this series good? (I mostly read fantasy.)

Thanks.

Mary Winters
mwinters@ncsa.uiuc.edu
mwinters@yoyodyne.ncsa.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jul 91 05:12:01 GMT
From: amadeus@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Susan Harwood Kaczmarczik)
Subject: Re: Louise Cooper

Well, I very much enjoy the Indigo series.  I in fact like it much better
than the Time Master trilogy, and I'm still undecided about Mirage.  The
new series based on Time Master is frighteningly predictable, to my mind,
and I'm not even having to finish the books to know what's going on.  Ah
well, such is life.

As far as style and situations go, I would compare Louise Cooper to Tanith
Lee, except that Tanith Lee's style is more baroque.  Also, I enjoy Louise
Cooper and worship Tanith Lee.  :)

I would borrow the books or at least only buy the first one (Nemesis).  See
how it goes.  Just another person's opinion...

Susan Harwood Kaczmarczik
The University of Texas @Austin
amadeus@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jul 91 14:15:41 GMT
From: bfls@cain.anu.edu.au (Barbara La Scala)
Subject: Re: Louise Cooper

Mary Winters writes:

>I was browsing in the bookstore the other day and saw a whole bunch of
>books by Louise Cooper, an author I had never seen before. A couple of the
>series' looked unfinished, but one of them, the "Indigo" books, looked
>complete.  Not having heard of this author, I thought to ask everyone's
>opinion on her before going out and buying all five books. Is she good? Is
>this series good? (I mostly read fantasy.)

The Indigo series is not complete.  It is planned to be a series of 8 books
(an octology?).  IMHO it is also a waste of trees.  I have read other books
by Lousie Cooper and had been impressed so perhaps my opinion on the Indigo
series is harsh because I had high expectations.  I thought the premise of
the series was very promising.  In the first book a headstrong young
princess (aren't they all :-) lets loose 7 demons which her family have
been guarding for centuries.  For her repentance she has to track down each
of the demons (one per book) and destroy them.  I thought this gave Lousie
Cooper a marvelous opportunity to show how the princess matures and
develops, with each demon symbolizing a human fault (e.g. greed,
selfishness etc.).  Instead from what I read (the first 3 books only) the
princess' character doesn't develop at all.  She makes the same mistakes
and only succeeds through the aid of loyal friends she picks up on the way.
All in all a great disappointment, though I'm sure others will disagree.

Of her other work, there is the Time Master trilogy.  This is complete,
though I believe she has begun a new trilogy in the same universe.  I did
like this series.  She takes a fairly standard theme (conflict between the
forces of light and dark, good and evil etc.) and adds some original twists
to it.  I also liked the characters in it, unlike the princess in the
Indigo series who I thought was a tiresome, spoiled brat.

She also has written a single, standalone novel called Mirage which I
highly recommend.  It concerns the fate of a decaying city-state.  The
prince and princess of this city aren't exactly likeable characters, their
suffering has embittered and twisted them, but I found them sympathetic
and, more to the point, original characters.  They seemed more realistic
because they weren't totally good (like some cardboard cutout) but had good
and bad points just like real people.

Anyway my recommendations (others will undoubtedly disagree) is to read the
Time Master trilogy and its sequel (Lords of Chaos??) and to definitely
read Mirage.  However borrow the first couple of Indigo books from a friend
or a library and see if you like them before lashing out hard earn money on
them.

Barbara
bfls@cain.anu.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jul 91 07:14:06 GMT
From: rob@volga.eng.ohio-state.edu (Rob Carriere)
Subject: Re: Louise Cooper

bfls@cain.anu.edu.au (Barbara La Scala) writes: 
>The Indigo series is not complete.  It is planned to be a series of 8
>books (an octology?).  IMHO it is also a waste of trees.  I have read
>other books by Lousie Cooper and had been impressed so perhaps my opinion
>on the Indigo series is harsh because I had high expectations.

What follows has been kept fairly general, but as it describes the plot
trends of the Indigo series, it necessarily has mild spoiler value.  There
is also a bad spoiler for the time master trilogy.

I came to the Indigo series in about the same way.  I had read and enjoyed
the time master books and Mirage.  Considering that we're only slightly
past the half-way point, I'm not sure how much can be said about Indigo,
but it hasn't been a disappointment for me.  I think you quit one book too
soon.

Nemesis basically sets up the situation; Inferno then establishes the
pattern of fighting the demons.  Infanta can be seen (in part) as an
elaboration, after all, it's only like a chapter in a novel length story.
Notice that while Nemesis, Inferno, Nocturne and Troika all have fairly
straightforward plots, Infanta has multple threads that go twist ye and
twine ye.  I found the book enjoyable for that elaborateness as well as for
the fact that Cooper manages to let the reader know what's going on,
without making the main character seem a moron for not catching on.  The
other `function' is that it reinforces the pattern established in Inferno.
When I picked up Nocturne, it was with full intentions of dropping the
series if this turned out to be How Indigo Kills a Demon, v3.0.  It didn't
go that way, and the impact of that is the stronger for Infanta being
there.  First, Indigo's attitude towards the situation is changing.
Second, the way in which the demon is handled changes surprisingly.  Third,
the demon's ways change.  This last one is easy to miss, as the book puts
lots of stress on the other two.  Then in Troika we have a major change in
one of Indigo's character traits.  Considering the amount of exposure this
particular trait has had in the earlier books and the importance of the
change to plot of Troika, this again makes it easy to miss that more is
afoot.  First, the pattern of how the demons are beat changes again (and
there seems to be a meta-pattern emerging), second, the ways of the demons.
In Inferno, Infanta and Nocturne, the demons each claim a country or its
moral equivalent.  The demon of Troika seems content to play with about 50
people in the middle of nowhere.  50 people who turn out be personally
significant to Indigo.  The demons in Inferno and Infanta rose wherever
they saw fit and Indigo had to travel halfway across the world to get to
them, the demon in Nocturne places itself squarely across Indigo's path,
and the one in Troika sets up what can only be described as a personalized
trap.  In Inferno and Infanta, the demon minds its own business until the
confrontation at the climax of the book, while Nemesis plays with Indigo's
mind in the meantime.  In Nocturne Nemesis and the demon are clearly
cooperating; in Troika it is hard to tell where demon ends and Nemesis
begins.  So, clearly, a lot is going on that we weren't told about in
Nemesis.

>I thought the premise of the series was very promising.  In the first book
>a headstrong young princess (aren't they all :-) lets loose 7 demons which
>her family have been guarding for centuries.  For her repentance she has
>to track down each of the demons (one per book) and destroy them.  I
>thought this gave Lousie Cooper a marvelous opportunity to show how the
>princess matures and develops, with each demon symbolizing a human fault
>(e.g. greed, selfishness etc.).

Interesting.  That's exactly what I was _afraid_ she'd do, especially when
she described the origin of the demons.  As far as allegory is concerned,
I'm firmly in the Tolkien camp: "I have disliked it since I grew old and
wary enough to detect its presence." Writing a story with a point is fine,
writing a point with a story is an attempt at impaling the reader.  Ob
Indigo: if you want, you can read significance (as opposed to allegorically
imposed meaning) into the demons by the ways in which they establish their
dominion.

>Instead from what I read (the first 3 books only) the princess' character
>doesn't develop at all.  She makes the same mistakes and only succeeds
>through the aid of loyal friends she picks up on the way.  All in all a
>great disappointment, though I'm sure others will disagree.

See above.  I think you gave up one book too soon.  Indigo does change,
though not in the way you expected.  At the start of Nemesis, she's a
spoiled brat; at the end she's a careful spoiled brat (after the ultimate
learning about fire by burning your fingers experience).  After that, she
changes, though not in ways I'd call moral improvements.

>Of her other work, there is the Time Master trilogy.  This is complete,
>though I believe she has begun a new trilogy in the same universe.  I did
>like this

Yes.  The Chaos Gate.  Two books out (The Deceiver, The Pretender), third
planned for dec.  Haven't read yet.

>series.  She takes a fairly standard theme (conflict between the forces of
>light and dark, good and evil etc...) and adds some original twists to it.
>I also liked the characters in it, unlike the princess in the Indigo
>series who I thought was a tiresome, spoilt brat.

This I find surprising.  After all, Tarod isn't exactly Mister Nice Guy,
and Cyllan isn't without her flaws either.  So what's wrong with Indigo not
being Ms Clean?

>She also has written a single, standalone novel called Mirage which I
>highly recommend.  It concerns the fate of a decaying city-state.  The
>prince and princess of this city aren't exactly likeable characters, their
>suffering has embittered and twisted them, but I found them sympathetic
>and, more to the point, original characters.  They seemed more realistic
>because they weren't totally good (like some cardboard cutout) but had
>good and bad points just like real people.

That kind of seems to be her interest: take a stock fantasy theme (Chaos
vs.  Order, King Arty Will Be Back) and see what happens when you put real
people in there.  The other thing I like about her writing is that it isn't
a magical slugfest.  Mirage's main conflicts seem to be about whether there
will be a confrontation and why (after all, out hero got beat last time he
tried); the time master trilogy has very powerfull beings strutting over
the stage, but the big question is whether or not Tarod will accept his
heritage

SPOILER!!!

and so the climax lies with a guy putting on a ring, and the fact that it's
followed by a cosmic fight is almost irrelevant.  (it's also the most
low-key description of Armageddon I've ever read)

(safe territory again)

In Indigo, the main conficts are psychological warfare.  After all, Indigo
is no mage and the demons can't kill her, no matter what.

SR

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 91 08:57:37 GMT
From: iborchar@physics.adelaide.edu.au (Ian Borchardt)
Subject: Re: Louise Cooper

> Anyway my recommendations (others will undoubtedly disagree) is to read
> the Time Master trilogy and its sequel (Lords of Chaos??) and to
> definitely read Mirage.  However borrow the first couple of Indigo books
> from a friend or a library and see if you like them before lashing out
> hard earn money on them.

The Time Master trilogy (The Initiate, The Outcast, The Master) is IMHO
excellent, and well worth buying.  The sequel, the Chaos Gate trilogy (The
Deciever, The Pretender, [yet to be written]) is also excellent, set in the
same world as the first series but two generations on.

Well worth reading.

Ian Borchardt
Medical Physicist               
University of Adelaide/Royal Adelaide Hospital
iborchar@physics.adelaide.edu.au
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Date: 29 Jul 91 02:00:28 GMT
From: aru@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Sri Ramkrishna)
Subject: Ring of Allaire, anybody read it?

Has anybody read the series 'Ring of Allaire' by Susan Dexter???  I really
liked it, mostly because of the main character, because I was certainly
able to understand the persona.  At times, I thought 'my god, he's got the
same problems I do and handles them the same way'.  Other times it was
different.  Has anybody read it?  Its out of print now, I wish she would
write some books, she really matured through that series.  It was a nice
tale and it didn't even have a 'triumphant ending' more like, 'well, we
saved the world from destruction for now'.  It was good read.

Sri
aru@mentor.cc.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jul 91 04:51:14 GMT
From: sk2f+@andrew.cmu.edu (Seth D. Kadesh)
Subject: Re: Ring of Allaire, anybody read it?

I have most of my books at home, so the following is drawn from half
remembered fragments and impressions....[the usual disclaimer]

aru@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Sri Ramkrishna) writes:
> Has anybody read the series 'Ring of Allaire' by Susan Dexter???  

It wasn't bad.  It wasn't very good, either.  I remember being disappointed
by the last book [Mountains of Chanandra, or something close to that], and
the first book wasn't that great either.  The middle book was the best of
the three.

I suppose I should say something more concrete.  The stories didn't seem to
go anywhere.  There was no climax - especially in the third book.
 
I think I will re-read them, to see if my impressions hold true.

Seth
sk2f@andrew.cmu.edu
tmSatCMU@DRYCAS.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 21:09:50 GMT
From: aw1s+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew David Weiland)
Subject: Re: Dragonlance

s_comeau@unhh.unh.edu writes,
>I was psyched to see that some other people really like the Dragonlance
>series too.  I thought that all of the books by Weis and Hickman in the
>Dragonlance series were great, but the newer series that that tells what
>the characters were doing before the war stinks.  (At least the ones I've
>read).  I bought the Darksword series (by Weis and Hickman) hoping it
>would be good, but I didn't really get into it.

I felt the same way about Dragonlance.  Like most fantasy, a lot depends on
how you react to the author's world.  If it catches your imagination,
you're willing to forgive the author for minor lapses.  Most writers are
all fantasy world, and while this can be good (as wish fulfillment, or as
adventure) it usually just the same old hack-and-slash.  The prequel
trilogy, from what I've seen, seem to be an example of that.

With Weis and Hickman there are a few pedestrian patches that I'm willing
to forgive because the rest of the world is so well developed (I've heard
some people say the same about Tolkien).  But again, with Weis and Hickman
it's more than just a trip through a fantasy world.  Their character
development couldn't carry a book, but it can change the book into more
than a hackneyed quest.  I'd also say that their characters improve with
each new series.  The character in "Rose of the Prophet" are some of the
best I've seen, though the book had other problems (see below).

>Has anybody read any of the Rose of the Prophet?  Is it any good?

I didn't like the "Rose of the Prophet" trilogy, but some netters did.
Like Darksword, it's a complex and well-developed fantasy world.  Instead
of having a world with different types of magic, it's a world with
different types of gods.  This is especially inspired, especially the way
each god handles his minions.  The god Uevin gives them each a domain, and
gives them status as lesser gods.  The god Promenthas makes his immortal
minions into a heirarchy of angels subject to himself.  The god Akhran
basically lets his minions roam free (afreet), or gives them as gifts to
devoted followers (djinn).

The plot was not as well handled, IMHO.  The characters basically bumble
through the story, fight each other, and somehow manage to save the day.
 Twice the immortal heroes acheive great things by using previously
unrevealed assets; a dues ex machina in my book.  The third book cops out
and doesn't really tie together the assembled plot threads in the mortal
sphere.

Despite this, the characters are very funny AND believable.  The plot
focuses on two groups of protagonists; the immortal (two djinns and a
guardian angel) and the mortal (the son and daughter of two shieks in a
rather hostile marraige of convienence, and a boy sorcerer from the west
who through convoluted circumstance becomes the son's second wife).  If you
don't mind some of the holes in the plot they're well worth reading.
 Even with the holes in the plot it's worth reading, though if i did it
over again i wouldn't pay $4.95 for each book.

Andrew D. M. U. Weiland
aw1s@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 91 20:04:00 GMT
From: CBJULAND@vax1.umkc.edu (PB)
Subject: DragonLance

First off, I read a mention of the Death Gate cycle.  Is this series any
good?  I have the first book, but haven't gotten around to reading it.
It's by Weis and Hickman, so I'm sure it's good.  (They haven't
disappointed me yet.)

About DragonLance:
>  The Preludes I and II series got out of hand with the "we're going to
>fight off the legions of the Dark Queen now".  No one knew the old gods
>even existed, and yet off the people went, and fought Takhisis.
>Absolutely irrational, I thought.
 
  That is part of the reason I'm reluctant to buy the new books by other
TSR authors.  They have a tendency to destroy my vision of Krynn.

>  I liked the one about the Elven Nations that I've read so far; I like
>the elves and was curious about how they split up.  This tends to be one
>of the things I like most anyway, finding out about the 'history' of the
>world and its peoples.  Satisfies my history urge and my "give me stories"
>urge at the same time. :-)
 
  I have read most of this book, and so far I'm not impressed.  They story
line is fairly predicatable (not like the Weis and Hickman twists).  I do
hope the other two are better.  I am very interested in the founding of the
Elven nations, and the Kin Slayer Wars, but so far this book hasn't done
much for me.  I've stayed away from the other DragonLance books not written
by Hickman and Weiss for about the same reason.  No one else seems to bring
the world alive.  I'm under the impression that the editor said "You have
to fill 253 pages" and that is what the writer did.  They didn't write to
tell a story, they wrote to fill a quota.
  I did like the Huma legend story, though.  And a few of the Tales were
good, but I still don't feel that anyone does justice to DragonLance other
than Weis and Hickman.
  I am waiting to read the newest series about the companions (Meetings
Sextant).  I really like the character of Laurana, and since she has a part
in it maybe there is hope.
                           
>When I play AD&D, I use the world of Krynn as my primary base of info.
>(With a few changes to fit my needs).  BTW, the AD&D modules are based on
>the books, not the other way around.

  Are any of the new AD&D DragonLance modules worth anything?  (The newest
one about the reclaiming of Silvanesti comes to mind).  Do they have any
good information on Krynn for people who don't play very often on Krynn?
                                      
>With the release of the 2nd edition of the AD&D game the World of Krynn
>grew to include another continent (I can't remember the name of the new
>continent since I don't use it in my games).

  I believe the newest continent is Taladas.  There are some interesting
new races.  The gnomes play a big role on the new continent (or at least in
the boxed set).  And there are some new strains of elves and such.
  And TSR has released something about other islands off of Taladas or
Krynn or someother such nonsense. They are trying to build up the whole
world and take players to different adventures, not just those related to
the War of the Lance.

>I have also read Wies and Hickman's _Rose of the Prophet_ series which I
>enjoyed.  I would like to read the Darksword Trilogy as well.  If anyone
>could send be more info about the story (no Spoilers please) I would
>appreciate it.

  I thought the Darksword Trilogy was wonderful.  It is about a magic using
society.  Joram is born without any magic, and as such is 'dead'.  He has
no place.  But he discovers a 'forbidden' topic (technology) in a library.
He uses his new discoveries to forge the Darksword, a sword that can absorb
the magic of others.
  This is a neat series.  The society based on magic is well done and
originial.  A person is born into a certain school of magic, and some
people (know as catalysts ?) are storehouses of magical energy for other
people.  I would recommend this trilogy to all Weis and Hickman fans.

Chris Bjuland
cbjuland@umkcvax1
cbjuland@vax1.umkc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 91 21:56:19 GMT
From: mike@tab00.larc.nasa.gov (Mike Walker)
Subject: Re: Dragonlance

I was less than thrilled with the Darksword series, and, as a result, put
off buying+reading the Rose of the Prophet. When I finally got around to
it, I was pleasantly surprised to find that they were much better than the
Darksword books. If you like Dragonlance, read Rose of the Prophet. The
same applies if you didn't like Dragonlance.

Mike Walker
AS&M Inc/NASA LaRC
+1 804 864 2305

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 91 19:22:49 GMT
From: ottoh@amiganet.chi.il.us (Otto Hammersmith)
Subject: Re: Dragonlance

Of course there have been books with male magic-user characters!  The
entire Legends series revolved around Raistlin.  Admittedly those books
are somewhat slow reading.  However, the better books are the heroes
series, especially The Legend of Huma and Kaz the Minotaur.  A couple of
the best books I've read.

Otto

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jul 91 20:50:35 GMT
From: glenn8@garfield.cs.mun.ca (Glenn Stowe)
Subject: Dragonlance (and others Weis & Hickman stuff)

I've read everything that Weis and Hickman have written. Several times. So
I thought I'd throw in a few more of my opinions.

Summary:
   Dragonlance:  
      Cronicles: Excellent.
      Legends:   Excellent.
      Anything after that: Don't waste your time. (IMHO)

   Darksword:
      Readable, but don't expect too much. Didn't draw me in the way
      the DL stuff did.

   Rose of the Prophet: (Note correct spelling of Prophet, not Profit ) :-)
      Really fun to read. Great character interaction, but it seems to have
      been written purely for fun. (Which is OK)

   The Death Gate Cycle:
      So far (Only books 1-3 of 7 published) excellent. The
      re-establishment of the Fizban character is GREAT. The complexity of
      the universe far surpasses the Dragonlance realms. Each of the first
      four books details a separate world. The rest are supposed to be
      about the strugge to reunite the four worlds.

   The Star of the Guardians:
      For those who haven't heard of this one, it is a solo effort by
      Margaret Weis. This is IMHO the best work produced by either of these
      authors to date. Character development is excellent and the story
      offers several new twists on an old plot. This one is WELL worth
      reading. It is a trilogy. The first volume is called The Lost King,
      followed by King's Test. The third volume isn't out yet. The books
      are available in most bookstores and are published by Bantam-Spectra.

Glenn Stowe
glenn8@odie.cs.mun.ca

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jul 91 04:40:39 GMT
From: archmage@cbnewse.cb.att.com (Raistlin Majere)
Subject: Re: Dragonlance

   What I "liked" about Dragonlance were the first six books. The rest of
the "Dragonlance" crap that has come out, is merely TSR doing their typical
stunt of milking a product for every last cent. It's pathetic, not to
mention depressing. The first six books were the only ones to be written by
Weis and Hickman, and judging by the quality of the rest of the novels that
have come out (along with the deplorable trash in the "Forgotten Realms"
series) it should have been left at six novels.

aw1s+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew David Weiland) writes:
> short story collections, and two Dragonlance novels; Legend of Huma
> (Richard Knaak) and Darkness and Light (Sturm and Kitiara; I've forgotten
> the authors).  I've also seen most of the Dragonlance RPG stuff, and
> played the early Dragonlance modules.

   I played the modules long before the novels came out. Those in my group
that followed the novels, when they appeared, were amused to see that the
authors made Raistlin turn chaotic evil - since that is what I had done
with the character about a year and a half before the appearance of the
first of the novels. It made for an amusing parallel to our
games.

> I enjoyed very much the Weis-Hickman stories, and really enjoyed the
> short stories by Richard Knaak.  Unfortunately his novel, while good,
> wasn't a match for his short fiction.  His non-Dragonlance "Dragonhelm"
> novels are very non-exceptional and too derivative.  I'd rather read the
> average Piers Anthony novel than read a Dragonhelm book; the former is at
> least entertaining.

   Sorry, Piers Anthony gives me the runs.  I'd take a stint with four or
five books by Niven (yes, in direct succession :-O ) before stooping to
Anthony - but I thoroughly agree with your thoughts on Knaak and the rest
of the Dragonlance "fluff".

> Margaret Weis and Tracy Hickman went on to write three series for
> Bantam books.  All three involved fantasy settings and well-detailed
> worlds.  These are the Darksword Adventures (world of magic), Rose of
> the Prophet (Arabian setting, world of the gods), and the Death Gate
> cycle (four worlds and four magic systems; i haven't read this one).

   Sorry, but Weis and Hickman have completely lost me. The Darksword books
were so bad I had to check the cover a few times to make sure that their
names were really the ones on the cover. As for "Rose of the Prophet"??  A
complete embarassment for *both* of them. Their "Death Gate" trilogy
doesn't show that they will be improving any time soon, either. Dragonlance
was their peak, and it's been all down hill ever since.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jul 91 18:21:41 GMT
From: s_comeau@unhh.unh.edu (Susan B Comeau)
Subject: RE: Dragonlance

As for the discussion of why Raistlin let Tas and Caramon use the time
traveling device while he was doing his spell to enter the Abyss, I thought
it was obvious that Tas was going to 'take the gnome's place' and disrupt
the spell.  I could see it coming from a mile away, and wondered why
Raistlin couldn't.  Tas even tried to tell him that he had the device.

Maybe Raistlin had other things on his mind...

Sue
UNH
s_comeau@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jul 91 05:05:54 GMT
From: archmage@cbnewse.cb.att.com (Raistlin Majere)
Subject: Re: Dragonlance

phillips@syrinx.umd.edu writes:
> Well, Raistlin was going on what was written in the
> Fistandantilus-becomes- Raistlin timeline, in Astinus' books.  Tas
> changed it to R-becomes-F-becomes- R.  I don't think Raistlin thought Tas
> could change it that way - he didn't think about how having Tas there
> could affect his current plans in the Dwarf Wars, only about how he could
> change the Cataclysm times.

   He thought that with the gnome dead, he had escaped the noose that had
slipped around Fistandantilus's neck - and thus broken out of the "time
loop". He was unaware that Tas had the time traveling device, or that the
gnome, "Gnimsh", had fixed it.

>   As to why he 'let' them leave - he didn't.  He didn't have a choice.
> The spell he was using took almost all of his energy as it was, and it
> was already being disturbed and harder to control by the time Raistlin
> actually realized that Caramon was leaving right then.  Raistlin didn't
> have time to stop them.  He didn't realize Tas had the device, if I
> remember right, so he didn't think they'd survive.  But I could be wrong
> there; I last read them a while back and my memory is fuzzy on the little
> details.

   No, you're pretty close. He let them "leave" for two reasons;

      1. He thought the time traveling device was broken and wouldn't work.

      2. He was convinced that nothing could interfere with his plans since
         he had removed the "threat" of the gnome with the time
	 traveling device.

------------------------------
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                       Fairy Tales (6 msgs)
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Date: 24 Jul 91 07:00:12 GMT
From: alangton@suna.mqcc.mq.oz.au (Andrew Langton)
Subject: Feist

  I'm a great Feist fan, read the Riftwar Saga and Empire books (with Janny
Wurts) and loved 'em all.  One thing I was thinking about, though:

  Pug/Milamber's little scene in the arena.  He was supposedly acting in
the interests of the Empire, but how could he be doing this by killing
hundreds of people? (And not only Tsurani nobles, but innocent slaves as
well).
  Pug/Milamber doesn't seem to be a hypocritical character, but in his
destruction of the games, he was doing exactly the thing he was berating
the Tsurani for - needless killing.  This doesn't really seem in character.

Just a few thoughts.  I'd be interested in seeing your replies.

alangton@suna.mqcc.mq.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jul 91 11:22:27 GMT
From: m1m8426@summa.tamu.edu (MILLIGAN, MICHAEL GLEN)
Subject: Re: Feist

alangton@suna.mqcc.mq.oz.au (Andrew Langton) writes:
>  Pug/Milamber's little scene in the arena.  He was supposedly acting in
>the interests of the Empire, but how could he be doing this by killing
>hundreds of people? (And not only Tsurani nobles, but innocent slaves as
>well).
>
>  Pug/Milamber doesn't seem to be a hypocritical character, but in his
>destruction of the games, he was doing exactly the thing he was berating
>the Tsurani for - needless killing.  This doesn't really seem in
>character.

In that part I thought he was making a point to the Tsurani.  It seemed to
me he was saying if you want and enjoy senseless killing I'll show you what
senseless killing is.  Of course, I could be entirely off base.  It
wouldn't be the first time.

Mike Milligan

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jul 91 12:23:29 GMT
From: unido!ztivax!ap542!mike@mcsun.eu.net (Mike Hoffmann)
Subject: Re: Daughter of the Empire (some SPOILERS ?)

doug@netcom.COM (Doug Merritt) writes:
>Not at all. The land feels partly Japanese, partly Chinese, and partly
>made up out of nowhere.

It's been stated quite often now that Tsuranuanni is totally oriental
based.  IMHO that's not true. One important aspect the society is based on,
is pre-columbian America. Mostly names give a clue to that (Hochopepa, some
of the deities which I can't recall right now) but also that the Tsurani
warriors wear brightly-colored armor. This might be oriental (read that as
far-eastern oriental! Kesh is also oriental, but middle-eastern/african),
but if you've ever seen a picture of Aztec Eagle warriors, then you know
how garishly-colored they were, except the feathers, I guess.

The Tsurani wore broadswords, no Katanas, which it looks like were used by
the Hadati hill-men, who were otherwise Highlandish/Scottish.  As I've
said, Kesh is also oriental, especially the regions of the Yal-Pur, who
show Tuaregs and Sarazene warriors.  The Kesh heartland is African
(Massaii? Zulu?) in appearance.

I could go on, trying to connect cultures on Kelewan and Midkemia to "Earth
cultures", like Novindus (New India!) to the north of the area of the Tiger
people, etc. Something has to come from reading the Riftwar-Saga 10 times.
:-) :-)

Mike Hoffmann
Siemens-Nixdorf AG, SNI AP 712  
UUCP: mike@ap542.uucp
INTERNET: mike%ap542@ztivax.siemens.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jul 91 16:43:47 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Subject: Re: Raymond E. Feist -- Janny Wurts -- Riftwar et al.

tony@jeeves.engr.mun.ca (Anthony H Galway) writes:
>Does anyone have any rumors to any new works coming our way?

Ray and Janny just (about a month or so ago) turned in the manuscript for
their new Riftwar collaboration. It should be out in about a year.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jul 91 01:39:15 GMT
From: mlelias@miavx2.ham.muohio.edu (Mike Elias)
Subject: Milamber's Duty ( Was Re: Feist )

m1m8426@summa.tamu.edu (Michael Glen Milligan) writes:
> alangton@suna.mqcc.mq.oz.au (Andrew Langton) writes:
>>  Pug/Milamber's little scene in the arena.  He was supposedly acting in
>>the interests of the Empire, but how could he be doing this by killing
>>hundreds of people? (And not only Tsurani nobles, but innocent slaves as
>>well).
>>  Pug/Milamber doesn't seem to be a hypocritical character, but in his
>>destruction of the games, he was doing exactly the thing he was berating
>>the Tsurani for - needless killing.  This doesn't really seem in
>>character.
>
> In that part I thought he was making a point to the Tsurani.  It seemed
> to me he was saying if you want and enjoy senseless killing I'll show you
> what senseless killing is.  Of course, I could be entirely off base.  It
> wouldn't be the first time.

   You forget that the duty that Milamber has had imprinted upon him is not
to the people of the empire as individuals, but to the empire as entity in
and of itself.  The separate individuals of it are of no real importance,
except for those few like the Emperor or such.  In that case, the killing
of 1, 2, or even a few thousand is of no real importance, especially if it
is of benefit to the empire.

   You can see proof of this when Milamber is talking to the overweight
Great One when he tells the Great One that even though he would do his duty
to the empire, he does not LOVE the empire, and so he would not be kind or
gentle in the execution of his duty, where the other Great Ones would
attempt to lessen the impact of their actions because of their love of the
empire.  (Unspoken assumption on Milamber's part)

   This is all from memory.  I haven't read the books in about a year.

Mike Elias          
Miami University of Oxford, Oh.
Mlelias@Miavx9.Bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 91 00:23:55 GMT
From: stk@po.cwru.edu (Shannon T. Kalvar)
Subject: Re: Raymond E. Feist -- Janny Wurts -- Riftwar et al.

Feist's Riftwar books (first 4) wre excellent, IMHO, especially the first
2, 'Magician'...  I've heard bad things about the Wurts/Feist combo, so I
didn't bother continuing the series.  I understand there are to be 3 in the
'Empire' (?) series.  As for Janny's solo series, I loved it and would like
to see more of that world.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 91 19:50:11 GMT
From: aw1s+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew David Weiland)
Subject: Re: Raymond E. Feist -- Janny Wurts -- Riftwar et al.

stk@po.CWRU.Edu (Shannon T. Kalvar) writes,
>Feist's Riftwar books (first 4) wre excellent, IMHO, especially the first
>2, 'Magician'... I've heard bad things about the Wurts/Feist combo, so I
>didn't bother continuing the series.  I understand there are to be 3 in
>the 'Empire' (?) series. 

Well now I'm telling you good things about the Feist-Wurts combo - it's
great.  It combines the strengths of both authors. Feist's world design
(the Tsunari) and Wurt's treacherous-and-sometimes-evil but still belivable
characters (I assume this is Wurt's gift, since there's nothing on the same
scale in Feist's books).

The first two books are "Daughter of the Empire" (very nice, out in
paperback), "Servant of the Empire" (didn't read it, harback), and a third
book whose name i don't know.  These are definitely worth reading if you
enjoyed Fiest's previous work.

Andrew D. M. U. Weiland
aw1s@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jul 91 16:50:29 GMT
From: npc@soliton.uucp (Nick Christenson, University of Arizona)
Subject: Re: Joe Haldeman -- recommended readings

fmayhar@hermes.ladc.bull.com (Frank Mayhar) writes:
>chuq@Apple.COM (Chuq Von Rospach) writes:
>>My favorites are ALL MY SINS REMEMBERED and BUYING TIME. If you though
>>WAR was downer, you'll love AMSR.
>
>I don't know, I was a little disappointed by _Buying_Time_.  It's been a
>while since I read it, but I felt that it was a little too formulaic, and
>not all that original.  Since you recommend it so highly, Chuq, I'll
>probably pick it back up and give it another chance.
>
>My favorites, though, remain _Forever_War_, and _All_My_Sins_Remembered_.
>But then, I go in big for bleak, hopeless futures.  They make my hassles
>with my ex-wife look good in comparison.  :-) I'm still waiting for
>another one from Haldeman like those two, though.

I pretty much agree (about what you like about Haldeman, not your X-wife, I
don't even know her, but I can empathize.)  Many people have panned _Sins_
and most of it is very pulpy.  I think it is worth reading, though just for
the connectors between stories and at the beginning and end.  Good stuff.

If you're interested in the bleak, hopeless future type story, try to find
his first novel, _War_Year_, at a used bookstore someplace.  I found mine
in the SF section (otherwise I never would have suspected it existed) but
it's definitely not SF.  It's his account of, you guessed it, the Vietnam
war.  Good and bleak.

Also, for bleak, read _Dealing_In_Futures_.  There is a story there that
was the original section of _Forever_War_ where our hero returns to Earth.
It was so dark that the editor insisted it be cut.  DIF in general is,
IMHO, very good.

Nick Christenson
npc@soliton.physics.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 91 21:14:18 GMT
From: paulc@hp-lsd.cos.hp.com (Paul Carroll)
Subject: Re: Joe Haldeman -- recommended readings

> I read _All My Sins Remembered_, but I don't recall what it was about, or
> what I thought of it (which I guess says something about it right there).

   "All My Sins Remembered" is kind of a sf-spy novel, with the hero being
biologically changed for each mission.  I liked it about the same as "The
Forever War".

> I haven't read _Hemingway Hoax_...

   It was an acceptable read, although I haven't read enough Hemingway to
know if there were any inside references.  Also, I (for one) haven't
figured out what the ending meant.  If someone knows, please enlighten me!

Paul Carroll
HP Colorado Springs Division
paulc%hp-lsd@hplabs.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 91 01:23:31 GMT
From: matt@physics16.berkeley.edu (Matt Austern)
Subject: Re: Joe Haldeman -- recommended readings

paulc@hp-lsd.COS.HP.COM (Paul Carroll) writes:
> "All My Sins Remembered" is kind of a sf-spy novel, with the hero being
> biologically changed for each mission.  I liked it about the same as "The
> Forever War".

I've been surprised at how many people have said that they liked All My
Sins Remembered this much.  Am I the only one here who thinks that it
didn't even come close to the quality of The Forever War, or even of Worlds
and Worlds Apart?

It hardly seemed like a novel to me, but more like a collection of related
short stories with filler material; the several missions didn't seem very
well integrated.  I saw very little unity, either of plot or of theme.
Furthermore, Otto (really the only character in the book) just wasn't a
very interesting character: he was never realized fully enough so that I
cared much about him.

Matt Austern
(415) 644-2618
matt@physics.berkeley.edu
austern@lbl.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jul 91 00:42:50 GMT
From: fitz@wang.com (Tom Fitzgerald)
Subject: Re: Joe Haldeman -- recommended readings

I know this is a perennial question but anyone know when the 3rd part of
the "Worlds" trilogy will be out?  (Is it out yet?)

Tom Fitzgerald
Wang Labs
Lowell MA, USA
1-508-967-5278   
fitz@wang.com
...!uunet!wang!fitz

------------------------------

Date: 20 Jul 91 04:51:43 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Subject: Re: Fairy Tales

amd@samson.mit.edu (Ann M. Davis) writes:
>DEL REY (I think) Has a series of books which are re-tellings of fairy
>tales.  Included is _Jack the Giant Killer_ by Charles DeLint, _The Sun,
>The Moon, and the Stars_ by Steven Brust, and _Snow White and Rose Red_ by
>???

The first books in the series were put out by Ace. The newer books are
being put out by Tor. The series is edited by Terri Windling, who
(coincidentally) used to work for Ace and now works for Tor.

You missed "The Nightingale" by Kara Dalkey, which is the best of the
(overall pretty good) bunch so far, recently issued in paperback by Ace.
There were three (according to my records) published by Ace, and Snow White
and Rose Red was the first published by Tor (I don't think it's in
paperback yet, but I could be wrong). It's by Pat Wrede.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Jul 91 22:06:51 GMT
From: djdaneh@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Re: Fairy Tales

Chuq Von Rospach:
>Quoting Ann M. Davis:
>>DEL REY (I think) Has a series of books which are re-tellings of fairy
>>tales.  Included is _Jack the Giant Killer_ by Charles DeLint, _The Sun,
>>The Moon, and the Stars_ by Steven Brust, and _Snow White and Rose Red_
>>by ???
>[...]
>You missed "The Nightingale" by Kara Dalkey, which is the best of the
>(overall pretty good) bunch so far, recently issued in paperback by Ace.
>There were three (according to my records) published by Ace, and Snow
>White and Rose Red was the first published by Tor (I don't think it's in
>paperback yet, but I could be wrong). it's by Pat Wrede.

And you both missed DRINKING DOWN THE MOON by Charles De Lint.  I'm not
sure whether it's actuall part of the Faerie Tales series, but it _is_ a
sequel to JACK THE GIANT KILLER.  I can't comment wrt its quality because I
haven't read it.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jul 91 13:08:18 GMT
From: amd@samson.mit.edu (Ann M. Davis)
Subject: Fairy Tales  -- The List

For those who missed the first posting, there is a series (by Ace and Tor
I've been told) of books which are re-telling of fairy tales.  This is the
list I've been able to compile:

_The Sun, The Moon, and the Stars_
   Steven Brust

   This is based on a Hungarian folk tale, The sun, the moon and the stars,
   (fancy that).  Brust tells the story by jumping back and forth between
   the narrator's life and the story he is telling.  It was an okay read
   IMHO.

_Jack, The Giant Killer_
  Charles DeLint

   This is loosely based on (you guessed it) Jack and the Beanstalk,
   although there is no beanstalk.  It takes place in modern day Canada,
   where there is an overlapping between the faerie and the mundane worlds.

_The Nightengale_
   Kara Dalkey 

   "the Nightengale", written by a Dutch fantasist, translated into a
   feudal Japanese ghost story.  That's all I know about this one, I
   haven't read it yet.

_Snow White and Rose Red_
   Patricia Wrede

   Based on _Snow White and Rose Red_ as told by the Brothers Grimm. It has
   absolutely nothing to do with the 7 dwarves.  Set in a classic old
   England atmosphere.

_Tam Lin_
   Pamela Dean

   Available in Hardcover.

_Briar Rose_

   Not yet published, as far as I know.


In addition, not officially part of the series, but still "good reads" are:

_Beauty_
  Robin McKinley 

   A rather classic re-telling of Beauty and the Beast.

_Drink Down the Moon_
  Charles Delint

   A companion/sequel to _Jack the Giant Killer_

I've read most of these and found them enjoyable.  Most of the authors
manage to give an interesting twist to the story to make them good reading.
Thanks to all for the information.  I shall now endeavor to find all the
ones I haven't read.

Ann
amd@space.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jul 91 03:07:24 GMT
From: mms@toronto.edu (Michelle Sagara)
Subject: Re: Fairy Tales

djdaneh@PacBell.COM (Dan'l DanehyOakes) writes:
[list of Adult Fairy Tales deleted for space]
>And you both missed DRINKING DOWN THE MOON by Charles De Lint.  I'm not
>sure whether it's actuall part of the Faerie Tales series, but it _is_ a
>sequel to JACK THE GIANT KILLER.  I can't comment wrt its quality because
>I haven't read it.

Actually, DRINK wasn't done as one of the Adult Fairy Tale line; it was a
paperback original, and pretty much on par with the quality of JACK.

The newest in the AFT line, only available in hardcover to date, is TAM LIN
by Pamela Dean.

Michelle Sagara
mms@turing.toronto.edu
mms@gpu.utcs.utoronto.ca

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 91 10:47:24 GMT
From: klaus@diku.dk (Klaus Ole Kristiansen)
Subject: Re: Fairy Tales -- The List

amd@samson.mit.edu (Ann M. Davis) writes:
>_The Nightengale_
>   Kara Dalkey 
>   "the Nightengale", written by a Dutch fantasist, translated into a
>   feudal Japanese ghost story.  That's all I know about this one, I
>   haven't read it yet.

Are you sure? One of the better known tales by H.C. Andersen (who was
Danish) is called The Nightingale. It takes place in China. It is not
really a ghost story, though Death himself makes an appearance. Are you
sure that is not the model for this one? If so, do you know the name of the
Dutch fantasist?

Klaus O K

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jul 91 07:16:04 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Subject: Re: Fairy Tales -- The List

klaus@diku.dk (Klaus Ole Kristiansen) writes:
>>_The Nightengale_
>>   Kara Dalkey 
>>   "the Nightengale", written by a Dutch fantasist, translated into a
>>   feudal Japanese ghost story.  That's all I know about this one, I
>>   haven't read it yet.

>Are you sure? One of the better known tales by H.C. Andersen (who was
>Danish) is called The Nightingale.

THE NIGHTINGALE by Dalkey is definitely based on the Andersen story, and is
definitely based in feudal Japan. Calling it a ghost story is grossly
oversimplifying it.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	      Books - Coulson (2 msgs) & Harrison (4 msgs) &
                      McDonald & Powers & Rucker (2 msgs) &
                      Sheckley (2 msgs) & Reviews & 
                      Man-Kzin Wars 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 27 Jul 91 22:53:21 GMT
From: randi@sporty.col.oh.us (Randi Pollard)
Subject: Juanita Coulson

Some time ago I read a book, Outward Bound, I believe, and it was to be the
first of a trilogy.  I have read the second one and cannot find the third.
Was it ever published?

Randi Pollard
5014-A Coventry Dr. 
Columbus, OH  43232
614-863-4801
sporty!randi@ursa-major.spdcc.com 
randi@sporty.uucp
randi@sporty.col.oh.us

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jul 91 08:35:54 GMT
From: gluon@thep.lu.se (Sverker Johansson)
Subject: Re: Juanita Coulson

randi@sporty.col.oh.us (Randi Pollard) writes:
>Some time ago I read a book, Outward Bound, I believe, and it was to be
>the first of a trilogy.  I have read the second one and cannot find the
>third.  Was it ever published?

"Outward Bound" is the _second_ book in Coulson's series "Children of the
Stars", which currently consists of four books :

"Tomorrow's Heritage"
"Outward Bound"
"Legacy of Earth"
"The Past of Forever"

A very nice series, I hope she'll write more of them.

Sverker Johansson
lsj@quark.lu.se
qlsj@selund.BITNET 
lsj@cernvm.cern.ch
lsj@cernvm.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jul 91 20:25:24 GMT
From: gt6502a@prism.gatech.edu (gt6502a BLAKE,JASON)
Subject: Stainless Steel Rat

   Anybody out there have any comments on the "Stainless Steel Rat" series.
I am thinking about purchasing from a book club. I've heard several good
things about it, but I just wanted to get some more opinions.

Jason Blake
Georgia Institute of Technology
Atlanta Georgia, 30332
uucp:  ...!{decvax,hplabs,ncar,purdue,rutgers}!gatech!prism!gt6502a
Internet: gt6502a@prism.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jul 91 21:30:54 GMT
From: scott@kong.cc.gatech.edu (Scott Coulter)
Subject: Re: Stainless Steel Rat

gt6502a@prism.gatech.EDU (gt6502a BLAKE,JASON) writes:
>Anybody out there have any comments on the "Stainless Steel Rat" series. I
>am thinking about purchasing from a book club. I've heard several good
>things about it, but I just wanted to get some more opinions.

File it between space opera, comedy, and James Bond (if you have a 3-D
filing cabinet!)

Lots of James Bond (films, not the books) style "gee-whiz" gadgetry, with a
moderately well-done espionage/sci-fi setting (and yes, I do mean 'sci-fi'
not SF :-).  The first-person narrative can get a little tedious, but on
the whole, I'd highly recommend it.

Scott D. Coulter
Georgia Tech Software Research Center
scottf@cc.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jul 91 22:50:55 GMT
From: randi@sporty.col.oh.us (Randi Pollard)
Subject: Harrison

I have started reading SKYFALL by Harry Harison and seem to keep running
into minor errors and inconsistencies that are somewhat humorous but show a
seeming lack of attention to details by the author and/or
proofreader/editor.  I.e.:

Patrick asks what Corretta would like to drink, and she responds, "Burbon
on the rocks, not too strong."  How do you make a weak burbon on the rocks?
in another place later in the book in talking about a decaying orbit the
time mentioned was 18 hours, on the next page in the same conversation it
is said at 16 hours?  plus the initials that are used to refer to different
organizations are not quite matched up like Ground Command Control Center
is refered to as GCCT, or CEUS, an outgrowth of ICCC-Commission for
Exploration and Utilization of Space of the Permanent Interdepartmental
Commission on Interplanetary Communications.  I am sure there are more and
am wondering if all of his work is like this? 

Randi Pollard
5014-A Coventry Dr. 
Columbus, OH  43232
614-863-4801
sporty!randi@ursa-major.spdcc.com 
randi@sporty.uucp                 
randi@sporty.col.oh.us            

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jul 91 23:18:09 GMT
From: tjehl@wilgus.intel.com (Timothy Jehl)
Subject: Re: Stainless Steel Rat

gt6502a@prism.gatech.EDU (gt6502a BLAKE,JASON) writes:
> Anybody out there have any comments on the "Stainless Steel Rat" series.
> I am thinking about purchasing from a book club. I've heard several good
> things about it, but I just wanted to get some more opinions.

   Great literature these books aren't, but they are a reasonably good
time.  The first book was particularly fun, and the opening is paced like a
good movie.  *** Minor spoiler alert *** My only real complaint was that
SJDiG's boss went from incredibly intelligent in the first book to
incompetent is subsequent books, while SJDiG went from very slick but
occasionally fallible to infallible.  I disliked both of these character
developments.

Tim

------------------------------

Date: Mon, 29 Jul 91 19:49 EDT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: King of Morning, Queen of Day

King of Morning, Queen of Day
Ian McDonald
Bantam
June 1991
paperback, US $4.99
0-553-29049-5

   Ian McDonald's previous novels (_Desolation_Road_, _Out_On_Blue_Six_)
have attracted lots of critical praise, but they read to me like too much
writing talent chasing not enough idea - gorgeous, but rambling and
self-indulgent and a bit too self-consciously clever.  In this, his third,
he finally hits his stride, treating more idea content with a new maturity
and discipline.  The result is a work of surpassing excellence that bears
comparison with the best of Tim Powers, Robert Holdstock, or Charles De
Lint.

   The premise is that the human unconscious has access to the Universe's
fundamental forces, and human mythmaking has created a sort of esoteric
geography of `mythlines' overlaying the geological landscape.  Some humans
can sense the mythlines; a very few can create fairies, gods and demons to
haunt them.  Fantasy?  SF?  Who cares?

   The novel is set in Ireland, which is just naturally *crawling* with
mythlines.  In 1913, an adolescent girl, driven by her repressed sexuality
and drunk on the Celtic Twilight romanticism of Yeats & Co., makes contact
with the energy of the mythlines - the power of Faerie.  She becomes fully
mythoconscious, able to tap the energy to project thought-forms into the
world as the creatures of Fenian myth, and eventually undergoes a bizarre
apotheosis.

   The potential for mythoconsciousness is a heritable trait.  In parts II
(set in the 1930s) and III (present-day), her descendents grapple with the
consequences of her weird and terrible power.  Eventually her
great-granddaughter will confront her and the hosts of Faerie, wielding not
grimoires or pentagrams but the Two Swords of Kendo and a personal
computer.

   There's lots of terrific writing here; strong characters, evocative
description, joy and pathos and catharsis.  McDonald's always had this but,
in _Desolation_Road_, the fireworks weren't really *about* anything, they
(dis)organized into a loosely connected series of vignettes that trailed
off into a weak ending.  In _Out_On_Blue_Six_ McDonald had an idea, all
right, but it was a pretty hackneyed one that got overwhelmed by all the
gorgeous imagery he wanted to hang off it.  This novel is leaner, with more
sinew and a real plot that really moves.

   Oh, there are defects here and there.  The dreadful secret of the
great-granddaughter's childhood seems a bit too pat, too obvious, too
1991-fashionable, and that hurts the ending a bit.  There's a touch of
earnest Marxist silliness that sticks out in the middle of an otherwise
gripping interior monologue on the complexity of modern evil.  And, though
the possibility of *other* mythoconscious humans and their impact on the
history of religion is raised, the entities we see remain sealed off from
the thought-forms of living religions.  But these minor flaws stick out
only because of the remarkable and consistent quality of the rest.

   If McDonald has any more novels in him of this calibre, we can count
ourselves fortunate indeed.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jul 91 19:01:45 GMT
From: HYD@psuvm.psu.edu
Subject: Powers

  I just finished "The Stress of Her Regard" by Tim Powers, I found it to
be the best work of his I've seen yet. It's fairly tipical Powers/Blaylock
fare, sort of a blend of fantasy/science fiction and horror, heavy on the
horror.  "Stress" is set in the early to mid-1800s with Byron, Shelly and
Keats as major characters. One of the most enjoyable bits of Powers work
(IMO) is the way he blends history, fiction and weirdness. I don't want to
go into details about the plot (read it yourself), but it's a must read for
all you vampire nuts.

Paul

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jul 91 04:13:50 GMT
From: bernd@bwhwob.sub.org (Bernd Wiegmann)
Subject: Re: Rudy Rucker

rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (Rod Johnson) writes:
> Software and Wetware (which Rudy likes to call his second and third Dicks
> respectively) are among his weaker work, but for some reason are very
> popular.  White Light is an excellent combination of elements of set
> theory, academic despair, Jack Kerouac and Kafka, and it's a lot of fun.
> Also good are The Meaning of Life, a genuinely moving
> pseudo-autobiography cum UFO story, Master of Space and Time, a cool
> version of the old three-wishes tale, and The Sex Sphere, a pornographic
> exploration of higher dimensions (sort of "Debbie Does Hilbert Space").
> Probably his weakest (but still fun) is his real first novel (but second
> published), Spacetime Donuts.  I also recommend his collection, the 57th
> Franz Kafka, highly.  Most of these are out of print, alas.

The average SF-Fan does not know enough about mathemathics. He cannot
understand White Light well enogh to enjoy it. Sex is known to almost
everyone, so there are much less problems to understand The Sex Sphere.

I've read his short stories, too. He built interesting stories around some
phenomena of physics and mathemathics. They are easy to understand and no
deep knowledge of mathemathics is required.

When I've read Software I wasn't sure if Rudy wanted to write a serious
SF-novel, or something like Douglas Adams. Wetware was just published here
in Germany and I haven't read it yet. Is it written in the same style as
Software is ?

Bernd Wiegmann
D-Wolfsburg
Germany  
bernd@bwhwob.sub.org
...unido!mcshh!yedik!bwhwob!bernd

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jul 91 01:21:04 GMT
From: idddev@well.sf.ca.us (Innovative Data Design)
Subject: Re: Rudy Rucker

_The Meaning of Life_ is good, but better is _All the Visions_, a non-sf
autobiographical novel. It covers a lot of the same issues without having
science-fantasy stuff tacked on.
 
Angus MacDonald
idddev@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 91 12:25:20 GMT
From: leo@ph.tn.tudelft.nl (Leo Breebaart)
Subject: Robert Sheckley short stories

I recently ftp'd some of John Wenn's excellent bibliography lists, and in
the one for Robert Sheckley I saw the following mentioned:

Sheckley, Robert [U.S.A., 7/16/1928- ]
   The Collected Short Stories:
     The Collected Short Stories of Robert Sheckley #1 [1991] [C] [planned] 
     The Collected Short Stories of Robert Sheckley #2 [1991] [C] [planned]
     The Collected Short Stories of Robert Sheckley #3 [1991] [C] [planned]
     The Collected Short Stories of Robert Sheckley #4 [1991] [C] [planned]
     The Collected Short Stories of Robert Sheckley #5 [1991] [C] [planned]

Does anybody have any more information on this, in particular: have these
been released yet, and if so, by what publisher?

Thanks.

Leo Breebaart
leo @ ph.tn.tudelft.nl

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jul 91 03:36:46 GMT
From: stantbat@iastate.edu (Sinnott John S)
Subject: Re: Robert Sheckley short stories

leo@ph.tn.tudelft.nl writes:
>I recently ftp'd some of John Wenn's excellent bibliography lists, and in
>the one for Robert Sheckley I saw the following mentioned:
>
>The Collected Short Stories of Robert Sheckley #1 [1991] [C] [planned]
>The Collected Short Stories of Robert Sheckley #2 [1991] [C] [planned]
>The Collected Short Stories of Robert Sheckley #3 [1991] [C] [planned]
>The Collected Short Stories of Robert Sheckley #4 [1991] [C] [planned]
>The Collected Short Stories of Robert Sheckley #5 [1991] [C] [planned]
>
>Does anybody have any more information on this, in particular: have these
>been released yet, and if so, by what publisher?

Pulphouse Publishing, my favorite small time publisher, is planning to put
these out.  THey originally were planned for the beginning of 1991, now
they say they'll be released nest month.

The set is going to be slipcased and all 5 volumes in the 1st edition will
be signed (= 300 sets). There will not be a paperback edition published, so
if your planning to get it, I'd do it now.  (The unsigned 2nd ed will be
the same price) As for price, the set is $125.00, and individual volumes
are not being sold at this time.  You can order it from:

   Pulphpouse Publishing
   Box 1227
Eugene, OR 97440

They also publish a weekly magazine, Pulphouse Weekly.  The first 3 issues
are out, and they have the first 3 parts of a serialized novel that
Sheckley is writing for the mag, The Scheherezade Machine.  It's about a
machine that tells stories to people, and when it runs out of ideas, it
puts the person who it's talking to into a cliff-hanging situation to see
what happenes.  I really like it.  All 3 issues are still avalible for
$2.50 from the above adress.  I highly recommend the magazine.  If you do
order from them, tell them I sent you.

Hope this helps.

John Sinnott

------------------------------

Date: Mon, 22 Jul 91 11:31 EDT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

Reviews marked CCO are by guest reviewer Cathy Olanich.

Title: Shadow Leader
Author: Tara K. Harper
Publisher: Del Rey
Date: May 1991
Format: paperback, US $5.95 324p
ISBN: 0-345-37163-1

   This book is a sequel to _Wolfwalker_.  The previous book confounded my
expectations by rising above its cliches (female warrior/healer with
telepathic wolf companion).  This one confounds them in a different way by
being better written and plotted than its prequel.  The zest of the writing
and the careful, SFnal worldbuilding pay off once again.  Have fun with it.

Title: Bone Dance
Author: Emma Bull
Publisher: Ace
Date: May 1991
Format: paperback, 278 pp, US $4.50
ISBN: 0-441-57457-2

   Imagine reading a post-Holocaust novel that feels like a cyberpunk
novel.  Imagine further that this novel involves high-tech body snatchers
whose plots are foiled by a pagan voodoo ritual.  That is what Emma Bull's
latest novel, "Bone Dance," is like.  Bull describes the surviving battered
ruins of a high-tech, high communication culture with uncompromisingly
gritty prose, and etchs the moral dilemmas encountered by her protagonist,
Sparrow, with keen psychological insight and poetic sensitivity.  The
book's only flaw, if indeed it is one, is the oddly unfinished quality of
the ending.  Is Bull attempting to imitate the asymmetry of real life or
merely leaving room for a sequel?  We'll have to wait and see. [CCO]

Title: The Exile Kiss
Author: George Alec Effinger
Publisher: Doubleday
Date: May 1991
Format: paperback, 265 pp, US $11.00
ISBN: 0-385-41424-2

   Two volumes and one Hugo later, Effinger resumes the continuing
adventures of Marid Audran in "The Exile Kiss."  Laudably, Audran finally
seems to be learning to face his problems without technological or
pharmaceutical assistance, and Effinger's writing style remains diverting.
However, the book as a whole lacks the depth and tension of the previous
volumes, and its conclusion, in which Audran foils an attempt to frame him
and Friedlander Bey for a murder they did not perpetrate, is too facile to
be plausible. [CCO]

Title: Deepwater Dreams
Author: Sydney J. Van Scyoc
Publisher: Avon
Date: May 1991
Format: paperback, 249 pages US $4.95
ISBN: 0-380-76003-7

   Yes, you can judge this book by its cover - yet another
misfit-saves-the-world novel for adolescent girls.  Decent writing, boring
plot, utterly predictable ending.  Yawn.  Well, at least it's not actively
*bad*...

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jul 91 20:38:29 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.unh.edu
Subject: Man-Kzin Wars n

   Could someone who has read _The Man Kzin Wars n_ (where n is an integer
between one and infinity) tell me in which order they take place in?  That
is, to which of the four Man-Kzin Wars do the individual stories belong?
   Said stories being:
	
   The Warriors [Larry Niven]
   Cathouse, Briar Patch [Dean Ing]
   Iron, Inconstant Star [Poul Anderson]
   The Children's Hour [S M Stirling]
   & Jerry Pournelle
   Madness Has its Place [Larry Niven]
   another in M-Z III that I can't remember

   Note: "Cathouse" and "Briar Patch" have both been published as
_Cathouse_, and "Iron" & "Inconstant Star" have both been published as
_Inconstant Star_.  So anyone having read these two books have already read
half of the Man-Kzin Wars.  So they would know, too.
   So, any takers? Thanks,

J_Delano@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		    Books - Kress & Lackey (12 msgs) &
                            Zelazny (3 msgs)
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Date: 29 Jul 91 23:56:30 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Review: Brainrose

Title: Brainrose
Author: Nancy Kress
Publisher: Avon
Date: July 1991
Format: paperback, 319pages US $3.95
ISBN: 0-380-71015-3

   One of the advantages of SF is that its license to set up counterfactual
premises permits one to grapple with psychological, ethical and
philosophical questions from unusual and illuminating angles.  Kress has
built a novel about the consequences of a treatment which allows one to
access the memories of previous incarnations, backstopped by a plausible
and startling future social background.  On the psychological level it
succeeds brilliantly, but it exhibits a distressing failure of vision on
the ethical and philosophical levels that causes the ending to trail off
into incoherence.

   In 2022, three people have arrived at the Institute for Previous Life
Access Surgery - a haunted socialite, an idealistic lawyer and a con man
looking for his shot at the big time.  Outside, a plague that destroys the
ability to form memories, coming on the heels of the great AIDS panic, has
turned society inward and paranoid.  The three turn out to be connected
through past lives in a way that forces them to confront the unacknowledged
failures of their present lives.  The lawyer and the socialite begin to
grow a little, and perhaps to grow together.  The con man's relationship to
them both is the key.

   So far, so fine, so good.  But the book goes off-trail when Kress begins
to draw the link you've been expecting between the mechanics of past-life
recall and the memory plague.  There comes a point at which, apparently in
order to make a valid ethical point about the interdependence of human
beings, Kress follows a very implausible revelation with a serious logical
error.  The book goes downhill from there.

   In detail: the lawyer character is a man with a rigid personal ethic
built around the power and sacredness of individual choice, one in which
will and responsibility and the right to fail if one so chooses are central
(in this he is presented as a typical product of his `neo-libertarian'
times).  He is presented with the implausible revelation that the accidents
of a person's future determine his choices in the present (or, at least,
that they are correlated in some way outside of normal causality that
argues for some sort of predestination).  His world-view is shattered, and
he spends the rest of the book groping his way towards something
suspiciously resembling the most fashionable warm fuzzy collectivist
pieties of the author's 1991.

   The logical error here is the assumption that a reason- and choice-based
ethical philosophy could be invalidated by the revelation that we may never
have objectively "free choices" at all.  Kress simply assumes this to be
the case, but it ain't so.  Even in a rigidly deterministic universe, one
might still argue that such an ethic represents the human *experience*
best, and that it leads to better predictive and behavioral consequences
than the alternatives.  More basically, determinism may be a true
hypothesis but irrelevant because we can't do the calculations to use it -
that human beings have something predictively indistinguishable from "free
will" within the universal clockwork because no one can know how the gears
will turn next.  Thus, choice is still powerful from any human or
finitistic perspective even if it's an illusion from a God's-eye view.
These arguments carry over to a quantum or chaotic universe.

   The fact that Kress's character never grapples with any of this, even if
only to argue against it, damages the last half of the book very badly.  It
makes him look like a straw man and the ending like a contrived authorial
sermonette.  Overall, despite fine writing and excellent characterization,
the result is a disappointment.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jul 91 06:34:00 GMT
From: Joe.Leonard@f2.n267.z1.fidonet.org (Joe Leonard)
Subject: The Last Herald Mage series

   Has anyone else read this series?  Mercedes Lackey has done an excellent
job of creating an interesting magical world with characters that you just
can't help but seem to get emotionally attached to.

Leo

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 91 14:59:07 GMT
From: eah4@po.cwru.edu (Elizabeth A. Hlabse)
Subject: Re: The Last Herald Mage series

The Last Herald Mage series was the first stuff of Misty's that I read and
I thought it was FANTASTIC.  By the end of Magic's Price I was in tears and
had my parents real worried - they just couldn't understand how I could get
so attached to a fictional character.

I picked up the series because of the covers - Vanyel could be Michael
Praed's brother (Robin in Robin of Sherwood for the ignorant ;-)) I have
since gobbled up everything else Misty's done as well as getting her filks
on tape.  Good stuff!

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 91 18:35:20 GMT
From: TCDEV008@ysub.ysu.edu
Subject: Re: The Last Herald Mage series

Yes! I've read _The Last Herald Mage_ trilogy and truly enjoyed it, even
though I have a real problem with the mores of the stories (no, that was
not meant as a rhyming pun). I will not describe, because I don't want to
put in any SPOILERS ;-), but I thought it was extremely well-integrated -
essential, even, to the story.

I recommended the trilogy to someone on the net when they expressed a
strong distaste for women writers having such strong, emasculating female
heroines. 'Nuff said.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 91 17:03:30 GMT
From: mwinters@yoyodyne.ncsa.uiuc.edu (Mary Winters)
Subject: Re: The Last Herald Mage series

Joe.Leonard@f2.n267.z1.fidonet.ORG (Joe Leonard) writes:
>Has anyone else read this series?  Mercedes Lackey has done an excellent
>job of creating an interesting magical world with characters that you just
>can't help but seem to get emotionally attached to.

ALL of Mercedes Lackey's books are WONDERFUL!! Well worth reading. The
_Last Herald Mage_ series is the last series she has written. She has also
written a duology, whose name escapes me (help!), and another trilogy [The
Queen's Arrows (?)] - both set in the same world as Mage books. I'd BET
there are going to be more books in this world - there have been hints here
and there that suggest it. I, for one, can't wait!

As far as her writing goes, I love her ability to get inside a character's
mind and get you to really empathize with him/her. Like you said, you can't
help but get emotionally attached to her characters. They seem REAL, not
something pasted on a page that shouts "HERO!" at you. They make mistakes,
they have emotional problems and they don't *always* know that they are
doing "THE RIGHT THING". Too much fantasy nowadays is the predictable "Hero
saves the planet/country/kingdom as s/he was *destined* to do from the day
s/he was born and everyone lives happily ever after." This kind of writing
is what gives fantasy (and SF) a bad name, IMHO.

Mary Winters
mwinters@ncsa.uiuc.edu
mwinters@yoyodyne.ncsa.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 91 21:45:23 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Subject: Mercedes Lackey ( was Re: The Last Herald Mage series

eah4@po.CWRU.Edu (Elizabeth A. Hlabse) writes:
>The Last Herald Mage series was the first stuff of Misty's
>that I read and I thought it was FANTASTIC.

Just so people know, Misty's next book is WINDS OF FATE, which is book one
in the new "The Mage Winds" series. It'll be out from DAW in November in
hardcover, with a Jody Lee cover (interesting cover) and interior illos by
Larry Dixon.

They just sent me an advance copy, but I haven't read it yet (this
weekend's project). Looks interesting, though.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Jul 91 04:46:39 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: The Last Herald Mage series

mwinters@yoyodyne.ncsa.uiuc.edu (Mary Winters):
>ALL of Mercedes Lackey's books are WONDERFUL!! Well worth reading...

Agreed.  Her books *are* wonderful.  However, she's a rotten author.

I realize that these two observations are hard to reconcile, but I'm
sticking to them.  I enjoy reading (please don't ask me how many times I've
*reread*) her books.  But when I do so I'm constantly aware of her
heavy-handed manipulations, of the ridiculous coincidences, plot devices,
inconsistencies and implausibilities which she allows in the course of
getting in as much pointless angst and formula romance as possible.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jul 91 16:05:39 GMT
From: amd@space.mit.edu (Ann M. Davis)
Subject: Re: The Last Herald Mage series

dani@netcom.COM (Dani Zweig) writes:
> mwinters@yoyodyne.ncsa.uiuc.edu (Mary Winters):
> >ALL of Mercedes Lackey's books are WONDERFUL!! Well worth reading...
> 
> Agreed.  Her books *are* wonderful.  However, she's a rotten author.
>
> I realize that these two observations are hard to reconcile, but I'm
> sticking to them.  I enjoy reading (please don't ask me how many times
> I've *reread*) her books.  But when I do so I'm constantly aware of her
> heavy-handed manipulations, of the ridiculous coincidences, plot devices,
> inconsistencies and implausibilities which she allows in the course of
> getting in as much pointless angst and formula romance as possible.

Surprisingly enough, I mostly agree with you, although your adjectives are
a little stronger than mine.  I'm an avid follower of Misty Lackey, but
with her latest book _By the Sword_, I was a little disappointed.  I very
much got the impression it was written to tie-everything-all-in-together so
she could start the next series with all the characters in place.  There
was sooo much potential in that book, and it never really got expanded on.
It probably could have been told better with two books, rather than trying
to cram it all into one.

I have also come to realize she only has 3 or 4 stock characters.  However,
I love them, and will continue reading just about anything she writes.  M.
Lackey just writes a good story.

Ann
amd@space.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date:  Fri, 26 Jul 91 14:34:58 +0200
From: uunet!cs.umu.se!christer
To: Joe.Leonard@f2.n267.z1.fidonet.ORG
Subject: Re: The Last Herald Mage series
 
You write:
>Has anyone else read this series?  Mercedes Lackey has done an excellent
>job of creating an interesting magical world with characters that you just
>can't help but seem to get emotionally attached to.
 
Yes, I've read these and I can't agree more, they're among the better books
I've ever read. Interestingly, I started out reading the Last Herald Mage
trilogy, after which I read the Arrows trilogy and found that even though
the Arrows books were written before the LHM books they take place a long
time after Vanyel's death (as described in the LHM books)! I guess she
really had everything worked out when she begun writing. Anyway, Arrows
was also very good, but I'd rate LHM higher.
 
I have still to read the Vows and Honors duology so I don't know anything
about these. Also there is a forthcoming book 'By the Sword' which is
supposed to link the Vows and Honors with LHM (I think). These are on my
must-buy list.
 
Cheers.
 
Christer Ericson
Department of Computer Science
University of Umea, S-90187
UMEA, Sweden 
christer@cs.umu.se

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jul 91 17:51:57 GMT
From: mwinters@yoyodyne.ncsa.uiuc.edu (Mary Winters)
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey

Christopher Molnar writes:
>I have still to read the Vows and Honors duology so I don't know anything
>about these. Also there is a forthcoming book 'By the Sword' which is
>supposed to link the Vows and Honors with LHM (I think). These are on my
>must-buy list.

A word of warning about the duology: there is a short story that is
essentially a prelude to the series which is not included in the books.
It's found in one of the "Sword and Sorcery" anthologies edited by, ummmm,
the woman who wrote the Darkover novels (can't remember her name). The
first book in the duology says which one on one of the intro pages.
Anyway, there's a lot that is introduced in the short story, and although
you can read the duology without it, it makes a lot of things MUCH clearer.

Also, the last time I tried to buy my own copy of the anthology so I would
have this story, it was no longer in print (although the books before and
after it were!) so you may have to search your local library for it. Does
anyone else know of another way of getting hold of a personal copy of this?
I really like Mercedes Lackey and would like to have a complete collection
of her work if possible.

Mary Winters
mwinters@ncsa.uiuc.edu
mwinters@yoyodyne.ncsa.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jul 91 15:53:00 GMT
From: Leo@f202.n267.z1.fidonet.org (Leo)
To:Christer@cs.umu.se
Subject: Last Herald Mage

   I would agree with you that the Last Herald Mage series was the best.  I
think so because of the Mage Magic that Van is able to throw around.
   The Vows and Honor series is also a must read, if only for the fact that
it gives you such a grasp on what the people of this world are like.  By
the Sword links the main characters (Tarma and Kethry) to the next
generation.  I read the books in the wrong orders and was somewhat confused
as to who these people were.
   Now we are waiting for her next series which someone here said would be
out by Novemeber.  Can't wait!

Leo
UUCP: ...!uunet!neis!202!Leo
INTERNET: Leo@f202.n267.z1.fidonet.ORG

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jul 91 16:01:00 GMT
From: Leo@f202.n267.z1.fidonet.org (Leo)
Subject: Re: The Last Herald Mage series

dani@netcom.COM (Dani Zweig) writes:
> mwinters@yoyodyne.ncsa.uiuc.edu (Mary Winters):
>>ALL of Mercedes Lackey's books are WONDERFUL!! Well worth reading...
> 
> Agreed.  Her books *are* wonderful.  However, she's a rotten author.
> 
> I realize that these two observations are hard to reconcile, but I'm
> sticking to them.  I enjoy reading (please don't ask me how many times
> I've *reread*) her books.  But when I do so I'm constantly aware of her
> heavy-handed manipulations, of the ridiculous coincidences, plot devices,
> inconsistencies and implausibilities which she allows in the course of
> getting in as much pointless angst and formula romance as possible.

I must disagree with most of what you say.  I certainly don't view the
romaces as formula.  If anything they seem to happen butt backwards.  I am
a little confused as to the inconsistencies they you refer to.  I guess I
missed them.  The one point that I will agree is the heavy-handed
manipulations.  I am sick of reading about the character getting raped (in
some form or another) and that being the motivational factor in
accomplishing the goal.

Leo
UUCP: ...!uunet!neis!202!Leo
INTERNET: Leo@f202.n267.z1.fidonet.ORG

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jul 91 01:15:44 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: The Last Herald Mage series

Leo@f202.n267.z1.fidonet.ORG (Leo):
>I am a little confused as to the inconsistencies they you refer to.  I
>guess I missed them.

The most accessible example, because it's been hashed out on the net, is
the permissibility of using the Truth Spell:

An asinine charade is carried out, seriously endangering the health of a
wounded herald, because the fact that Talia's been told that Orthallen is a
traitor isn't enough of an excuse to use the spell on him.  A few pages
later, the council members are informed that they will all undergo that
spell just on general suspicion.  (The previous book, the spell is used on
a servant just to clear up the fate of some missing chickens.)  The
applicable law appears to be: Whatever makes the best theatre.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jul 91 20:56:00 GMT
From: GORDON_J@max.cc.denison.edu (Josh Gordon)
Subject: Roger Zelazny/Amber novels

Hi.  I'm new to this list, so my question may have already been talked
about before.  I was wondering if anyone knows when we can expect the next
book in Zelazny's Amber series.

Thanks.
Josh

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jul 91 20:54:51 GMT
From: bmo1@isis.msstate.edu (CrayDeath)
Subject: Re: Roger Zelazny/Amber novels

GORDON_J@MAX.CC.DENISON.EDU (Josh Gordon) writes:
>I was wondering if anyone knows when we can expect the next book in
>Zelazny's Amber series.

I heard this weekend that it was scheduled to be released in hardcover this
December.  Can't remember the title at the moment.

Brennan M. O'Keefe
bmo1@ra.msstate.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 91 03:01:13 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach -- Only here for the beer)
Subject: Re: Roger Zelazny/Amber novels

bmo1@Isis.MsState.Edu writes:
>I heard this weekend that it was scheduled to be released in hardcover
>this December.  Can't remember the title at the moment.

November. "Prince of Chaos", a Morrow hardcover.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------
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Date: 13 Jul 91 16:51:31 GMT
From: jimcat@rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Subject: Re: Man-Kzin Wars Question

chuck@mrcnext.cso.uiuc.edu (charles bridgeland) writes:
>loos@frodo.mgh.harvard.edu (William Loos) writes:
>>Apparently no one has dug up their copy of Tales of Known Space yet.  In
>>the timeline at the beginning the date of "The Warriors" is given as
>>2360.  This being only 20 years after "Vandervecken" (the 2nd half of
>>Protector).
>
>>Personally, I think this is one of the places in Known Space where a
>>poorly welded seam shows ...
>
>The "poorly welded seam" is the fate of Home, and why no one thereafter
>ever say fit to mention it.
 
 There was one mention made of Home after _Protector_. In _Ringworld_, when
Louis Wu reflects on all the diverse things he's done in his lifetime, he
recalls having "gone to Home and lived like a colonist".  Given the span of
Louis' life, this has to have taken place after Truesdale's takeover and
the battle with the Pak fleet. A fairly safe assumption to make is that the
Home protectors either died or abandoned the planet after the Pak were
defeated, the protector virus died out for lack of a host, and eventually
humanity did another survey of Home and declared it fit for recolonization.
 
 It's still poorly welded, though. Some evidence of the Pak bombardment of
the planet, mentioned at the very end of _Protector_, must have remained
even after a few centuries. And the old cities would have contained
evidence that something other than a plague had happened.  But then again,
the protectors would have been clever enough to realize that themselves,
and could easily have covered things up.

Jim Kasprzak
RPI
Troy, NY, USA
jimcat@rpi.edu
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 06:26:00 GMT
From: loos@frodo.mgh.harvard.edu (William D.B. Loos)
Subject: Re: Man-Kzin Wars Question

jimcat@itsgw.rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak) writes:
> There was one mention made of Home after _Protector_. In _Ringworld_,
>when Louis Wu reflects on all the diverse things he's done in his
>lifetime, he recalls having "gone to Home and lived like a colonist".
>Given the span of Louis' life, this has to have taken place after
>Truesdale's takeover and the battle with the Pak fleet. A fairly safe
>assumption to make is that the Home protectors either died or abandoned
>the planet after the Pak were defeated, the protector virus died out for
>lack of a host, and eventually humanity did another survey of Home and
>declared it fit for recolonization.
> 
> It's still poorly welded, though. Some evidence of the Pak bombardment of
>the planet, mentioned at the very end of _Protector_, must have remained
>even after a few centuries. And the old cities would have contained
>evidence that something other than a plague had happened.  But then again,
>the protectors would have been clever enough to realize that themselves,
>and could easily have covered things up.

Yes.  Actually, viruses, being inert particles, don't really "die"; they
tend to just hang around, still dangerous to potential hosts.  But of
course the Protectors foresaw that too.  We can rationalize this fairly
easily, as Jim showed.  I did wonder at one time what happened to them -
no doubt they're hiding out until they're *really* needed (e.g. to provide
another storyline for their creator :-) ) -- but that wasn't really the
problem.

My original statement was a too-casual reference to a general impression I
have that *all* of Known Space is somewhat poorly welded.  It really came
from reading LN's afterword to Tales of Known Space.  He talks there of how
he was at first writing about separate eras: Lucas Garner's era (The World
Of Ptavvs) and Beowulf Shaeffer's era; "A Gift From Earth" was an
intermediate era.  "A Relic of the Empire" first brought the Garner and
Shaeffer eras together; Ringworld tied "The Warriors" to Beowulf Shaeffer's
era, and the intermediate era was tied in also, via Protector, among other
stories.  I guess that for me the whole thing never really crystalized -
it's still too plain that the separate eras are just that, despite a few
threads here and there binding them together.  In "Vandervecken" we have
the intermediate era "moving forward", so to speak, and "running into" the
Shaeffer era, and that's all that happened: they mashed together and a few
band-aids were put over the crash site; the fact that a flyby of the
Neutron Star was thrown in seemed hardly sufficient.

But this still wasn't the bottom line.  In Niven's own words: "Though I've
written stories in the series since Ringworld, writing that novel made me
realize how tangled and complex my basic assumptions had become.  There
were too many unlikely miracles left over from individual stories.  For
example, from _World of Ptavvs_ came a stasis field so useful that every
story set later in time must be examined for reasons why a stasis field
would not solve the problem.  From _Neutron Star_, where it was introduced
to create an airtight problem in logic, comes an invulnerable spacecraft
hull - same remarks.  For the Ringworld floor material I had to come up
with still *another* unreasonably strong material."

This sounded to me like whining.  It's *his* universe, after all;
everything was brought in by conscious decision.  I came away with a
permenant impression that he is (or was) too quick to trade long-term
elegance for the quick payoff.  Hence all those poorly welded seams.

[In fairness to Niven, candor requires the statement that even back then
when first reading about Known Space I was already falling under the thrall
of a certain other author who took extraordinary pains to weave things
together faultlessly ...  :-) ]

William D.B. Loos
loos@frodo.mgh.harvard.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 91 10:53:27 GMT
From: jfc@athena.mit.edu (John F Carr)
Subject: Re: Man-Kzin Wars Question

jimcat@itsgw.rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak) writes:
[about the fate of Home]
>But then again, the protectors would have been clever enough to realize
>that themselves, and could easily have covered things up.

I think the human governments covered up the fate of Home.  There was a
comment in _The Ringword Engineers_ that the Kzinti knew more about
protectors than humans did.

John Carr
jfc@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 00:52:05 GMT
From: rhutch!lazarus@devon.lns.pa.us (Lon Farenwald)
Subject: Re: Niven's characters

J_DELANO@UNHH.UNH.EDU writes:
>Has there ever been a novel written around Beowulf Schaeffer, Louis
>Wu or Lucas Garner?  

I tend to think that Ringoworld and Ringworld engineers is mainly about
Louis Wu.  I haven't a clue about the Know Space question.  What I want to
know is if he is planning a third book in the _Integral Trees_ books.

Lon Farenwald
UUCP: rutgers!devon!rhutch!lazarus
INTERNET: rhutch!lazarus@devon.lns.pa.us

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jul 91 16:11:47 GMT
From: robert@pgd.dialix.oz.au (Rob Masters)
Subject: Re: Niven's characters

dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann) writes:
>>Is Niven interested in Known Space anymore?
>It would seem so - he wrote a new story for _Man-Kzin Wars III_.  However,
>Larry has given several reasons for not writing anymore in Known Space:
>most importantly, he's run out of ideas for it.  Also, he's painted
>himself into a corner: he has two very hard substances (skrith and
>Puppeteer hull material), the stasis-field, the Teela gene.  All of which
>add up to a very difficult background to write a story in.  For instance,
>one of the major threads left open is the exploding center of the galaxy.
>No problem - the Teela gene causes all particles to "miss" anything
>important, or surround valuables with hullmetal or scrith, or enclose them
>with a stasis field for the duration.  Each of these offer a way out of
>the problem which is unfortunate, since a galaxy-wide evacuation would
>make for a good story.

Not so good. There are limits on stasis fields, hullmetal is NOT
invulnerable (there is a story where a QBH is used to rip drives out of
ships - a Gil the Arm story, in fact), and the Teela gene IS NOT
INFALLIBLE.  The surrounds, if you do as you suggested, will have major
long-term problems, and there is STILL a long term effect on stellar
objects to consider. (Anyone want to live within 1AU of a G2 gone class 2
Variable?)  Yes, these things do give holes for a SLACK (not Slack - The
Pipe! the pipe!) author, but they are not "This means that THIS will never
be a problem" difficulties.

Rob Masters
robert@pgd.DIALix.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jul 91 18:15:37 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.unh.edu
Subject: Leshy Circuit

   Could anyone give me a list of Niven's Leshy Circuit stories and the
proper order to read them in?

J_Delano@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jul 91 19:29:43 GMT
From: jimcat@operators.its.rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Subject: Re: Niven's characters

robert@pgd.DIALix.oz.au (Rob Masters) writes:
>(there is a story where a QBH is used to rip drives out of ships - a Gil
>the Arm story, in fact),
 
 Close. Actually a Beowulf Shaeffer story. "The Borderland of Sol",
anthologized in _Tales of Known Space_. And for those who may be confused,
"QBH" is short for "quantum black hole".

Jim Kasprzak
RPI
Troy, NY, USA
jimcat@rpi.edu
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 14 Jul 91 19:41:21 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Re: Leshy Circuit

J_DELANO@UNHH writes:
>Could anyone give me a list of Niven's Leshy Circuit stories and the
>proper order to read them in?

The Leshy Circuit stories are connected in only a general manner - only
the background universe is the same.  Except for books that are explicitly
linked (like _Integral Trees_ and _Smoke Ring_), there is little from one
story that has a bearing on another.  Read them in the order you come upon
them.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 00:09:56 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: Leshy Circuit

J_DELANO@UNHH.UNH.EDU writes:
>Could anyone give me a list of Niven's Leshy Circuit stories and the
>proper order to read them in?

   This question keeps coming up. If I was smart, I'd save this list to
make reposting easier.

        Title                   Type            Collection

        Passerby                Short Story     All The Myriad Ways
        The Fourth Profession   Short Story     A Hole in Space
        Night on Mispek Moor    Short Story     Convergent Series
        Rammer                  Short Story     A Hole in Space
        Children of the State   Short Story     Galaxy Magazine, 1976
        A World Out of Time     Novel           N/A
        The Integral Trees      Novel           N/A
        The Smoke Ring          Novel           N/A

   A World Out of Time was a fix-up of 'Rammer', and 'Children of the
State'. I am uncomfortable with the inclusion of what I think of as the
'State' stories with the 'Leshy Ciruit' stories. I also would include
'Rotating Cylinders [...]' as a State story, but I don't know if I could
actually support that view. 'Rotating Cylinders [..]' is in 'Convergent
Series', I think.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 18:56:39 GMT
From: sheepsqueezer@kcbbs.gen.nz (Colin Jones)
Subject: Re: Niven's characters *spoiler*

IMO Teela's Protectorhood can be seem a slightly different way - what her
'luck gene' has been bred for is the survival of her 'genetic heritage',
not Teela herself (although these would normally be similar) (shades of
Dawkins :). Teela's luck didn't find any reason to mature her before; it
did so to prepare her for her coming role. After all Louis Wu has been
wrong before :) By going to the Ringworld and becoming a protector she
provided the mechanism for humanity to save itself in the future and so
saved most of her genetic structure in the form of the other humans.
Presumably she was selected by the luck because only a lucky person would
have been able to do everything right and of course the least lucky person
would have gone as the ones remaining would then be at a definite
advantage.
 
Sheepsqueezer@kcbbs.gen.nz

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 12:31:41 GMT
From: jimcat@rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Subject: Re: Leshy Circuit

jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll) writes:
>J_DELANO@UNHH.UNH.EDU writes:
>>Could anyone give me a list of Niven's Leshy Circuit stories and the
>>proper order to read them in?
>
>       Title                   Type            Collection
>
>       Passerby                Short Story     All The Myriad Ways
>       The Fourth Profession   Short Story     A Hole in Space
>       Night on Mispek Moor    Short Story     Convergent Series
 
Okay so far, except that 'Mispec' is the proper spelling.
 
>       Rammer                  Short Story     A Hole in Space
>       Children of the State   Short Story     Galaxy Magazine, 1976
>       A World Out of Time     Novel           N/A
>       The Integral Trees      Novel           N/A
>       The Smoke Ring          Novel           N/A
 
 Now here I have some problems. These are the stories set in the Universe
of "The State". How do you reconcile these with the Leshy Circuit Universe?
I never noticed any obvious connections within the stories; the two milieu
seem to be independent of each other. Did Niven himself say that the State
stories belong to the Leshy Circuit Universe? (I really should take a look
at the bibliography in _Tales of Known Space_ for the answer to that.)

Jim Kasprzak
RPI
Troy, NY, USA
jimcat@rpi.edu
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 02:22:21 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Niven's characters

jimcat@operators.its.rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak) writes:
>robert@pgd.DIALix.oz.au (Rob Masters) writes:
>>(there is a story where a QBH is used to rip drives out of ships -
> 
> "QBH" is short for "quantum black hole".

Ah. Thanks, I missed that.

Well in that context, you could as easily point out that hullmetal isn't
invulnerable to gravity fields in *general*; look at Neutron Star.

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 13:03:21 GMT
From: jimcat@rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Subject: Re: Niven's characters

doug@netcom.COM (Doug Merritt) writes:
>jimcat@operators.its.rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak) writes:
>>robert@pgd.DIALix.oz.au (Rob Masters) writes:
>>>(there is a story where a QBH is used to rip drives out of ships -
>> 
>> "QBH" is short for "quantum black hole".
>
>Ah. Thanks, I missed that.
>
>Well in that context, you could as easily point out that hullmetal isn't
>invulnerable to gravity fields in *general*; look at Neutron Star.
 
 True. In "Flatlander", Beowulf Shaeffer and Elephant dicuss what could
possibly get through a GP hull to harm them. Shaeffer says, "Light, like a
laser beam. Gravity, like tides ripping you apart when you get too close to
a neutron star." Later in the story, or course, they find another answer:
antimatter, weakening so many of the artificially strengthened molecular
bonds in the hull that it falls apart.

Jim Kasprzak
RPI
Troy, NY, USA
jimcat@rpi.edu
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 12 Jul 91 09:31:56 GMT
From: rancke@diku.dk (Hans Rancke-Madsen)
Subject: Re: Niven's characters

dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann) writes:
[About it being very difficult for Niven to write interesting stories in
Known Space anymore, what with scrith, hullmetal, stasis fields and Teela
genes.]
>For instance, one of the major threads left open is the exploding center
>of the galaxy.  No problem - the Teela gene causes all particles to "miss"
>anything important, or surround valuables with hullmetal or scrith, or
>enclose them with a stasis field for the duration.  Each of these offer a
>way out of the problem which is unfortunate, since a galaxy-wide
>evacuation would make for a good story.

The supermetals and stasis field are a genuine problem, granted, but Niven
could at least get a good start by realizing that the Teela gene is totally
bogus. The premise for the gene is that through the birth lotteries Earth
unwittingly bred for luck: take a person whose ancestors back through x
generations have won the birth lottery and you'll get an especially lucky
person. Hogwash! While there is a very small chance that any particular
PRE-SELECTED individual would win the lottery, the chance that SOMEONE
would win is 100%! And given a sufficiently high population, the chance of
finding someone with a lot of winners among his ancestors is likewise very
high.

Hans Rancke
University of Copenhagen
rancke@diku.dk

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		   Films - Request & Battlefield Earth &
                           The Fisher King & Aliens III &
                           Terminator 2 (6 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 91 18:42:07 GMT
From: JBTUCK01@ulkyvm.bitnet (Jeff Tucker)
Subject: mystery film

   I need the title of a film I saw several years ago. It was done in stop
motion animation and is about two animal characters who build a racecar and
win a race against the bad guys. I would really appreciate hearing from
anyone who knows of this film. if i remember correctly they spoke in a
British accent and the film had a "Paddington the Bear" look about it.
Sorry for the non-sci- fi topic but it is definitely fantasy!!!

Jeff Tucker
jbtuck01@uklyvm
University of Louisville

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jul 91 15:10:44 GMT
From: ttevans@phoenix.princeton.edu (Tyler T Evans)
Subject: L. RON HUBBARD

What ever hapenned to the movie for Battlefield Earth?

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jul 91 20:12:49 GMT
From: rwilley@eagle.wesleyan.edu
Subject: The Fisher King

I just saw a preview for a new movie entiled "The Fisher King".  Several
times over the past few years I've seen various references to this
character (The comic book "Mage", "The Drawing of the Dark" by Tim Powers,
a couple other places).  I was hoping that someone might be able to point
me in the direction of the original legends/sources for this character.
I've always considered myself relatively well read, but I've never seen
anything about him.

Thanks a lot (as usual).

rwilley@eagle.wesleyan.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 91 04:55:07 GMT
From: Richard.Travsky@samba.acs.unc.edu (Richard Travsky)
Subject: Aliens 3: Sigourney Weaver Bald?

A recent post (on the two lists I'm posting to here) said something about
Sigourney Weaver shaving her head bald for three months.  I find the length
of time interesting.  Three months?  This indicates a long period of
filming.  Earlier descriptions of the plot I'd read of gave her a somewhat
diminished role in the movie.  Three months would imply more of a presence.
If so, I approve.
 
Clarifying information welcome.
 
Rich Travsky
rtravsky@corral.uwyo.edu

------------------------------

Date: Wed, 31 Jul 91 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: SPOILER WARNING

****WARNING****

The following messages feature a discussion of "Terminator 2: Judgement
Day."  Some of the material and comments presented in this discussion may
give away key elements of the plot.  Those of you that have not yet seen
the movie may want to skip these messages.

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 91 09:50:13 GMT
From: draughn@iitmax.iit.edu (Mark Draughn)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2

PYC107@URIACC.URI.EDU (J Metz) writes:
>>SPOILER ALERT
[...]
>>   Why, why on earth did this "living metal weapon" try repeatedly to
>>kill John Connor with a TRUCK?
>
>    Sense of humor, perhaps?  After all, John *was* on a dirtbike, and it
> had shown that he couldn't run fast enough to catch him.  Also makes for
> great copy!

I've got a rationalization for this.

There's a bit of "machine psychology" involved here.  The terminators are
machines, and they tend to make inappropriate choices about using other
machines preferring to use specialized machines for tasks they could
accomplish themselves.  For example, they use guns to kill people and
trucks to chase people.

Also, the terminators make poor choices about when and how to imitate
humans and when to switch to attack mode.  They often walk when running
would be appropriate, yet they do things like carrying unconcealed weapons
without realizing they are attracting attention.  

Mark Draughn
Academic Computing Center
Illinois Institute of Technology
10 W. 31st Street
Chicago, Illinois  60616
+1 312 567 5962
draughn@iitmax.iit.edu
SYSMARK@IITVAX.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 91 21:14:14 GMT
From: s_comeau@unhh.unh.edu (Susan B Comeau)
Subject: Terminator 2

I have a question about Terminator 2.  Does John Connor send the Terminator
back in time to protect himself (as a child) because he somehow found out
that Skynet was sending the other robot back to kill him, or because he
remembered a Terminator coming back to protect him when he was a child?

Just wondering...

Sue Comeau
Electrical Engineering
University of New Hampshire
s_comeau@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 13:52:39 GMT
From: smith@ctron.com (Larry Smith)
Subject: Terminator 2 (Spoilers)

Well, I finally saw Terminator yesterday.  Despite the fact that I avidly
read every spoiler on the net, I still found it quite enjoyable.  It may
have cost several kings ransoms to make, but at least you can see every
dime up on the screen.  Arnie truly worries about quality.

I have a few observations.  First, I couldn't tell if the mimetic alloy
terminator used extra arms in the chopper or not.  I *did* notice an
interesting detail nobody else mentioned: in the scene after Arnie fixes
the truck, he is standing with young John Connor, who is teaching him human
mannerisms while Sarah looks on.  Visible in this same scene, several
times, in fact, is a dog playing with the Mexican children.  The dog was
*not* barking at Arnie or throwing the usual canine "Oh, God, there's a
killer robot around here" antics - the canine ability to detect terminators
was emphasized earlier when the enemy terminator killed John's foster
father just after he inquired "what was wrong with that dog" which was
barking and going nuts in the backyard (while the terminator, in the guise
of John's foster mom was on the phone trying to get him to come home).
This was, I think, a subtle indication of the growing humanity of the
terminator.

The special effects were awesome.  Never once did they cut away when the
mimetic metal terminator was about to transform, the steady camera with few
cuts gave the film a feeling of reality that greatly contrasted with and
enhanced the dizzying effects of the swooping camera in the chase scenes.
Superb direction.

The fellow playing the mimetic metal terminator (whose name escapes me now)
had a hard row to hoe, and he did it well.  The original movie worked
because of the feeling of horror that builds as the seemingly
indestructible terminator pursued his mark with robotic stubborness.  Time
and again, the terminator absorbs killing attacks and keeps on coming.
Arnie, a most imposing figure, was a perfect choice for this.  But in the
end, he was beaten down, damaged (bad limp as he followed them from the
wreckage of the truck) and eventually destroyed.  In the sequel, this
invincible terminator was an the good guy's side - to work, the enemy
needed to seem as powerful and invincible to the terminator as the
terminator was to a normal human.  Despite the fact that the actor playing
the mimetic alloy terminator was physically nothing special, he managed to
convey the same robotic determination as Arnie did in the first film but,
jarringly, was able to put on a very convincing act when interacting with
humans even smiling a greeting at one point.  The contrast heightened the
weird feeling, and when it heals massive wounds by a simple restructuring
of its substance the feeling that the Arnie terminator was completely
outclassed was established.  That fellow went through the whole film
without one single scratch; even in the final scene, standing before the
crucible just after Sarah had pumped him full of bullets, after the truck
crash, after the helicopter crash, etc., not one hair was out of place, not
one crease of his uniform was dulled.  THAT was real horror - the feeling
that this thing truly was absolutely indestructible.  It made the final
triumph of the Arnimator that much more effective.

The mimetic alloy had clear limitations - it could not disconnect portions
of itself and remain in contact with them, they would always get
reabsorbed.  It thus could not assume the form of machines with internal
moving parts.  It was always solid inside, like a potato.  Judging from the
speed at which it healed, I would say that transforming required *all* of
its CPU power.  Even then, the process was not instantaneous.  It always
waited to heal gunshot wounds until it had been knocked down or
incapacitated.  Had it formed a gun with its substance, I suspect its rate
of fire would have been really poor, and it would not have had enough
processing power left to pursue the target.

I also think it tried to get Sarah to call John first in the foundry
because of its failure to get him to come to his foster home.  Neither
terminator could tell when the other was mimicking a voice, but Arnie
fooled it with the question about "Wolfie" thus, Arnie knew it was the
terminator.  The other terminator had no idea such a subterfuge at been
applied instead, it probably suspected John had some way to tell a
terminator mimic when he heard it.  When Sarah refused to call him, it
tried the mimic anyway, perhaps figuring whatever flaw John could detect in
the mimic might be masked by the noise of the foundry.

The Arniators death at the end was touching like HAL in 2010, the evil
machine had redeemed itself, and in so doing proved that the flaw was never
in the machines in the first place, but in the men who built them.

Terrific movie. ****

Larry Smith
smith@ctron.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 16:48:52 GMT
From: ted@welchlab.welch.jhu.edu (Ted Ying)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

tlin@crow.Berkeley.EDU (Tony Lin) writes:
>After seeing Terminator II yesterday, something about the conclusion stuck
>in my mind ...
>
>During the final voiceover, Sarah makes a comment to the effect that, if
>machines (i.e. Terminators) can learn the value of human life, then there
>was still hope, etc.
>
>However, where is it shown that the Terminator has learned the value of
>human life?  As I think about it, I think he was just following John
>Conner's orders not to kill anybody.  Of course, this doesn't stop Arnold
>from blasting everyone's legs, since he's not killing them outright; is
>this his learning?  Now, I don't know if he injured anyone in the shootout
>with the minigun; but, still, I'm not convinced that he learned to value
>human life.

During all of his interaction with John while out in the desert and then
trying to catch Sarah before she killed Dyson, and then the raid on Dyson's
company, we find that the T-800 is slowly learning about humanity.

He learns by observing and by talking with John.  He learns what humans
value.  He may not fully understand it, but he learns it.  He learns a
little bit about humor and he learns subtlety.  For example, instead of
correcting John when he says "This is my, er, uh, Uncle Bob", he waits and
then asks in an aside, "Uncle Bob?"  This is very different from the
original Terminator that steals the outfit from the biker.
	
He learns some humor as well, such as when at Cyberdyne, he says, "Trust
me." and grins...then goes off to distract the police.  The final telling
point, was at the steel mill, when he intentionally mentions that there is
still one micro-chip left to destroy and points at his own head (although I
think that would be a foolish place to place the microchip - the most
likely target area!)  John *orders* him not to destroy himself and he even
mentions that he is not allowed to self-destruct, but he knows that he must
be destroyed to keep the potential of that micro-chip from being abused.
So he asks Sarah to lower him into the crucible.  Doesn't he even say
something like "I know now why you cry?".  The character has definitely
changed during the course of the movie alone.  If the terminator hadn't
changed or learned, it would not ignore John's order to not terminate
itself and it would have no compulsion to destroy itself.  There is some
value inherent in that action and that was what Sarah was referring to
during the last voice-over.

Ted Ying
ted@welch.jhu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 91 11:26:20 GMT
From: Charles_K._Kuhlman.MAN@rxg.xerox.com
Subject: Re: Terminator 2

Just saw T2 in German. After the discussion lately I couldn't wait for the
English version to hit town. It was an experience listening to Austrian
Arnie being dubbed back into his native German. I looked at the dubbing
credits and he did not do his own voice. So we have an actor dubbing
another actor back into his native language. Is Arnie more articulate in
English than German?  That's a thought (small one)!

Anyway, since some of my PhD research involves AI and neural chips and
other stuff, I thought I'd comment on the disussion of Sarah's lecture to
Dyson.  Dyson as the chip designer really shouldn't be held responsible.
Are we going to hold Intel responsible for the bugs in Windows? The old
argument that *guns don't kill people, people kill people* is valid.
Hardware doesn't kill people, programming the hardware to kill does.
Sending a terminator back on a *mission* is another way of saying that we
wrote a new program. It is just as easy to program the T-1000 to drive a
tractor as to drive a killer truck. Have smart bombs and missiles become
*sub-routines* of the smart aircraft that carry them?

Good programmers are becoming much more essential to warfare than snipers.
Possibly because we understand the programming of people better than the
programming of our machines. Which is probably how Skynet manages to take
control in the first place. So is the whole messy Terminator timeline
simply the result of sloppy programming? When Skynet was installed, was the
programming job farmed out to the lowest bidder? YouBetYourAss!!

Chips don't make a computer, or even AI. You need clever, compact, flexible
programming. The programming is the most important thing! Are we assuming
that some of the core programming of the CSM 101 survived along with the
arm chips?  Bad assumption.

If I was designing such a beastie as the arnieator, the limbs would be
autonomous, giving them enough intelligence to do their job with only
limited input/supervision of the central brain. Certainly there would be
programming available in each limb, but not the kind that would allow
extraploation (by Dyson?) to self-aware AI. My priority would be to keep
the non-essential weight down so that there would more space for motive
power, sensors and the like.  Even if there were no central brain and the
CSM 101 used distributed processing (i.e.: how some of the BIGGER dinosaurs
were suspected to function), there wouldn't be much intelligence in the arm
beyond what is required to grip, bend an elbow, report sensor data and
system failures, etc. Arms just don't *NEED* AI to function properly.  Just
one designers opinion.

There is an alternative that assumes that the CSM 101 is some sort of
holographic beastie; chop it up and you just have smaller, fully functional
pieces of the same brain with all of the memory and capability of the
complex whole. Physical capabilities reduced (i.e.: an arm) but fully
intelligent. But what happens if one of the *brain segments* develops a
mind of its own and one arm decides that it doesn't like the look of the
other. *I'd pay a dollar to see that*.

The organisim really needs a controlling supervisor to maintain Behavorial
Reliability. Shuttles get grounded because their computers don't always
agree (I'm serious there!). I've tried to put my knowledge throught a *What
If* process and I can't see AI and chips advancing to the point where such
a beastie is controllable (buildable, YES!) in the next 50 years. THE CSM
101 DOESN'T REPRESENT A VERY LARGE STRETCH OF PRESENT MATERIALS TECHNOLOGY,
BUT IN PROGRAMMING. But then again, *It's only a movie*.

The T-1000 *could have been* such a holographic beastie. But if it was, why
couldn't it make a dozen smaller versions of itself to better cover an area
and only come together when the power and force of the whole creature was
needed?  Sounds like a saturday morning transformer cartoon to me. And part
of a plot for T3. Does anyone know if Arnie is on the net and IS HE
listening?

Right now, an engineering undergrad could go to radio shack and buy a pile
of chips that could be turned into the control circuits for a very good
arm. For a truly *bionic* arm to be available, we need advances in power
supplies, sensors, and materials to make the *bones*, *muscles* and *skin*.
In the case of limbs, we truly *do have the technology* to make the control
network. And the rest is very close. A state U in Ohio is doing some very
good work in that area.

Thanks for listening.

Chuck Kuhlman
CK.MAN@RXG.Xerox.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Films - Dune & Bladerunner & Bad SF Films (10 msgs) &
                   Terminator 2 (5 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 91 06:50:02 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (The Film Fan Man)
Subject: Re: Dune

Charles_K._Kuhlman.MAN@rxg.xerox.COM writes:
>In one of his last anthologies (*EYE*, I think), Frank Herbert wrote that
>he *hoped* that the entire 18 hours of Dune film would be cut into a very
>long mini series.

With all due respect to Herbert, I'd be extremely surprised if that much
usable footage was shot for the film. Yes, much more footage is usually
shot for a film than gets in the final release print, but 18 hours worth is
much too excessive.

>David Lynch and Kyle McLaughlin are commercial names (thanks to [or
>inspite of] Twin Peaks) so the mass consumer appeal might be there.

You're assuming that they'd *want* to see this done. Lynch hated the
version expanded for US television and had his name removed from it as both
writer and director.

>Precedent: The Martian Chronicles were released on videocassette after NBC
>showed them (once) and have managed to make a fair amount of money.

THE MARTIAN CHRONICLES was shown more than once, though later broadcasts
were usually trimmed down from the original.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jul 91 00:01:34 GMT
From: cerebus@cs.bu.edu (Timothy Miller)
Subject: Re: Bladerunner: What are little replicants made of?


Richard MASON <t-rmason@microsoft.UUCP> writes:
> Some thoughts after seeing _Bladerunner_ yet again...  Just what _are_
> replicants?

   Having read _Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?_ yet again last week,
and agree that interpretation of what makes a replicant is best drawn from
the book and not the movie.  The movie lacked the in-depth discussion
needed.

   Basically, it's pretty blatently stated in the book that replicants are
bio-engineered at full growth.  Deckard comments about life-span of
replicants being limited by the inability of replicant cells to replace
themselves.  Artificial life at its finest - mimicing true life-processes
except for cell division.

   There were physical differences that could be tested for: one
specifically known was a bone-marrow test.  It's implied that where humans
have marrow, replicants have batteries, to power the brainbox.  There was
nothing physically special about the replicants, outwardly.  They looked
real - take Luba, for example.  She was an opera singer with no one the
wiser for a considerable time.  But legal restrictions prevented the police
from randomly sampling suspect's bone marrow - a reasonable assumption.
The other physical difference was subtle; replicant spinal ganglia pass
neuronic signals at a measureably different rate than humans.  Thus the
Boneli test - basically a hand-eye reation time test.

   The Voigt-Kampff test was one of several tests; it just happened to be
the one used by Deckard's department.  It tested for a subject's ability to
feel empathy, not emotions.  Replicants felt emotions just as humans did;
witness Baty's reaction to Deckard's retirement of his wife.  They lacked
the ability to identify with other people.  No empathy.  This was the point
of Mercerism, and the ``conflict'' with Buster Friendly.

   One interesting point: in the movie, Deckard is worried because the
replicants are so complex that they are difficult to detect via
Voigt-Kampff.  Yet, in DADoES, the Voigt-Kampff test is quite capable of
fingering replicants.  The problem is that it can also finger a particular
type of schizo personality as well.  That's how they tried to trick him.

cerebus@bucsd.bu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jul 91 18:35:45 GMT
From: IOR@slacvm.slac.stanford.edu (Thomas Hyer)
Subject: Re: CIRCUITRY MAN and other turkeys

  So bad you have to see it:

  EVIL DEAD II.  Spectacularly low-budget, and gorgeously melodramatic
events which have you sweating one minute and laughing (and surreptitiously
wiping away the sweat) the next.  A _Die Hard_ of low-budget horror.

Tom Hyer

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 91 12:56:36 GMT
From: chgs02@vaxa.strath.ac.uk (Ann)
Subject: Re: CIRCUITRY MAN and other turkeys

> So, does anyone have a favorite low-budget SF flick or even a turkey that
> is so bad you just have to see it?  Many films from the McCarthy
> infested 50s are funny today so I would be more interested in recent
> films (after 1976).

Maybe you would find "The Invisible Kid" fits the criteria you mention.  A
trifle coarse at times, being set in those formative years of a young man's
growing up, it does contain some quite hilarious sequences.  It is
low-budget and not very even in quality, but then I got it from Woolworth's
cheap lucky-dip video basket. Look out for his mother.  And the goop that
ferments and grows on one of his early experiments.

Ann

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jul 91 22:30:33 GMT
From: jacobus@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Bryan J. Maloney)
Subject: Re: Bad SF Films

Some recent (or newer than the fifties) BAD films:

CHUD (Cannibalistic Humanoid Underground Dwellers)
Gator (Not the Burt Reynolds movie, the one about the giant gator in the
   sewer) 
Death Race 2000
Firebird 2020
The Last Race
Surf Nazis Must Die
Surf II (I don't think there ever was a Surf I, by the way)
Blackula
Valley of the Gwangi
Battle Beyond the Stars (or, let's rip off the Seven Samurai again)
The Seven Gladiators (or, let's rip off the Seven Samurai again)
Hercules (pick your version)

That's just a few.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 91 15:46:31 GMT
From: shane@inferno.peri.com (Shane Bouslough)
Subject: Re: Bad SF Films

novell!HICKS@uunet.uu.net (Jeffery D. Hicks) writes:
> So, does anyone have a favorite low-budget SF flick or even a turkey
> that is so bad you just have to see it? Many films from the McCarthy
> infested 50s are funny today so I would be more interested in recent
> films (after 1976).

It is a well known fact that the worst movie of all time (in any genre,
much less sf) is

   EXTO - The Extra Terrestrial

This is a true, true, disaster of a movie. Highly recommended.

Shane Bouslough 
Periphonics Corp.
4000 Veterans Hwy.
Bohemia, NY 11716 
516-467-0500      
shane@inferno.peri.com
...uunet!mcdhup!inferno!shane

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jul 91 23:59:18 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: Bad SF Films

jacobus@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Bryan J. Maloney) writes:
>Some recent (or newer than the fifties) BAD films:
>
>Valley of the Gwangi

   Is that the film with the valley full of dinosaurs and extinct mammals
like the eohippus? Bad film, good stop action, or so I recall across many
years.

   Six shooters didn't seem to work well against T Rexes. Ah, Cowboys and
dinosaurs, what an idea.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jul 91 18:14:49 GMT
From: jhildeb1@cc.swarthmore.edu (Jeff Hildebrand)
Subject: Re: Bad SF Films (with a request)

   Oh there are tons out there, especially if you allow some horror type
films as well. One I saw recently was a 50s gem called "Bride of the
Monster" which has all the great bad movie qualities, rubber monsters,
cliched villians, heros rushing in to save the day. Also there "Billy the
Kid vs Dracula". We do a schlock film festival every spring (just before
finals of course) so I've see a few real turkeys. (Nothing as bad as Plan 9
From Outer Space.)
   Also, can anyone supply the title of a movie which features a giant
praying mantis menacing New York? I haven't actually seen it, but a couple
of my friends have seen it and described the scene in great detail. However
neither of them could remember the title.

Jeff Hildebrand
jhildeb1@cc.swarthmore.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 91 06:25:38 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (The Film Fan Man)
Subject: Re: Bad SF Films (with a request)

jhildeb1@cc.swarthmore.edu (Jeff Hildebrand) writes:
>Also, can anyone supply the title of a movie which features a giant
>praying mantis menacing New York? I haven't actually seen it, but a couple
>of my friends have seen it and described the scene in great detail.
>However neither of them could remember the title.

THE DEADLY MANTIS (1957)

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jul 91 02:36:38 GMT
From: prrsnsr@nmt.edu (Paul R. Rotering)
Subject: Re: Bad SF Films

My favorites include:

Plan 9 from Outer Space
Blackstar
Humanoids from the Deep

Not necessarily 50's, but bad nonetheless.

Paul

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jul 91 07:14:06 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (The Film Fan Man)
Subject: Re: Bad SF Films

jacobus@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Bryan J. Maloney) writes:
>Some recent (or newer than the fifties) BAD films:

>Gator (Not the Burt Reynolds movie, the one about the giant gator
>   in the sewer)

The title is ALLIGATOR. Actually, I think this is a sight better than most
films of its kind. John Sayles wrote it.

jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll) writes:
>>Valley of the Gwangi

>Is that the film with the valley full of dinosaurs and extinct mammals
>like the eohippus? Bad film, good stop action, or so I recall across many
>years.

Yes, it was among Ray Harryhausen's work. Most people praise the special
effects during the "roping" sequences, but I don't think Harryhausen
managed to improve the job he and Willis O'Brien did with the same idea in
MIGHTY JOE YOUNG thirty years earlier.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jul 91 18:30:33 GMT
From: M14494@mwvm.mitre.org
Subject: Re: Bad SF Films

For recent SF trash, you can't beat "MoonTrap" starring your favorite and
mine, Walter Koenig, late of Star Trek.  This film's got everything:
man-eating robots from the moon that need human body parts to live, a
space- bimbo, nookey on the moon (an sf cinema first, as far as I can
tell), hell, it's even got an Apollo launch.  What more could you ask?
Plot, you say?  Characterization?  Dialog?  Come on, this gem is a
rainy-Saturday-three- bowl-of-popcorn-gee-whizzer.  I expect to see it on
Mystery Science Theatre 3000 any week now.

------------------------------

Date: Wed, 31 Jul 91 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: SPOILER WARNING

****WARNING****

The following messages feature a discussion of "Terminator 2: Judgement
Day."  Some of the material and comments presented in this discussion may
give away key elements of the plot.  Those of you that have not yet seen
the movie may want to skip these messages.

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 91 09:47:02 GMT
From: larryy@apple.com (Larry Yaeger)
Subject: Re: Terminator 2: Judgement Day (SPOILERS)

tlin@crow.Berkeley.EDU (Tony Lin) writes:
>After seeing Terminator II yesterday, something about the conclusion stuck
>in my mind ...
>During the final voiceover, Sarah makes a comment to the effect that, if
>machines (i.e. Terminators) can learn the value of human life, then there
>was still hope, etc.
>
>However, where is it shown that the Terminator has learned the value of
>human life?  As I think about it, I think he was just following John
>Conner's orders not to kill anybody.  [...]

Well, I suppose it's open to interpretation, but I think they obviously
*intended* to demonstrate the Terminator's new found valuation of human
life by his willful self destruction.  Earlier references to his learning
about humans were made, but giving up his life was a fairly powerful act.
And the connection between that selfless action and the lives that were to
be saved was tenuous enough that I don't think you could credit his
behavior to some blind subservience to the "don't kill humans" command;
remember, he'd made the point earlier that commands were generally open to
interpretation.  At a minimum, even if you wanted to claim that he
self-destructed because of that dictum, I think you'd have to accept that
he interpreted the command in the most humane way possible (rather than
choosing to disbelieve the connection between his continued existence and
any real threat to humanity, or to simply attempt to exile himself from
humans for their safety).

larryy@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jul 91 14:25:06 GMT
From: cumming@pica.army.mil ("Robert C. Cumming", PEO)
Subject: Terminator II

One minor technical nit-pick about the movie.  Arnie is shown at one point
firing a multi-barrelled mini-gun (essentially a high-tech Gatling gun) at
some folks.  These guns, unlike a conventional machine gun are not gas or
recoil operated.  They require an external power source to operate.  This
is usually supplied by the vehicle or aircraft in which they are normally
mounted.  Did the Terminator supply his own electrical power to the gun?
Just a thought.

Bob

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jul 91 12:46:21 GMT
From: Charles_K._Kuhlman.MAN@rxg.xerox.com
Subject: Terminator 2 conclusion 

I guess that the point where artificial concisouness becomes viable is when
the beastie can ask (and answer) the question `what's in it for me?'.
Perhaps the T800 figured out that it could go on functioning (self
preservation) only if it stopped blasting away and drawing attention to
itself. Its prime mission was to protect Sarah and John, so to fulfill that
mission it had to learn to tread lightly. To keep its head down also means
staying out of the police and news computers where Skynet could track it
down by looking for `terminator-like' occurrences in history databanks.
So, perhaps it didn't learn the value of life after all. Just common sense.
And maybe he takes up knitting in his spare time.

Chuck Kuhlman
CK.MAN@RXG.Xerox.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Jul 91 18:49:27 GMT
From: ECTDC@muppet.dnet.ge.com (Dan Curtis)
Subject: re: Terminator 2

sef@kithrup.COM (Sean Eric Fagan) writes:
>The Terminator said three months, not three years.  Given how quickly
>computer development is *now* (and it's only getting faster), I see no
>problem with making a major computer three years after developing a
>neural-network chip.
 
Sorry, but I work for a major defense computer contractor as an engineer.
I am well aware of how long it takes to implement something of this scope.
Let me first clarify what we are discussing.

We are not simply talking about designing and producing a computer.  We are
talking about an extremely complex SYSTEM.  What kind of a system are we
talking about?  Some of this is hinted at in the trilogy starting with
_Collosus_ (forerunner of the movie called "Collosus: the Forbin Project")
and continuing with _The Fall_of_Collosus_ and _Collosus_and_the_Crab_.

(BTW, the entire concept of Skynet, its gaining sentience, and its attempt
to take over the world is taken right out of _Collosus_.  Arnie's synopsis
could have been read right off the back cover of the book.)

We're talking about a vast information collection network (much of which
currently exists, but would have to be converted to a secure network under
more direct central control).  We're also talking about central control of
the entire defense grid.  Lastly, we're talking about one centrally
controlled SECURE network linking these elements to Cyberdyne's computer.
You can't just link it up with telephone lines if you're going to control
nuclear devices.

Now, even if Cyberdyne sub-contracted to a larger company responsible for
the data collection, networking and controls required to automate the
entire defense grid, there is significant work involved in coordinating all
of the above between companies.  Besides, we are led to believe that the
whole thing is from Cyberdyne.

Next, Cyberdyne would not have begun such a design until the neural
processor had been used in other applications.  Arnie actually said that
these applications had seen "a 100% track record" before Cyberdyne
contracted to build Skynet.  That track record doesn't appear over-night.

Next, Cyberdyne comes up with a proposal, does the initial engineering
required to determine feasibility and cost (we're all on fixed-price
contracting now).  That requires coming up with a full skeleton of a
design.  Then they bid the system.  After 6 months to 2 years of
negotiations, during which time the DoD usually requests other companies to
participate in the bidding, the contract is awarded.  Get ready for a
minimum of 2 years of design (if you've got a large team) followed by
another 2 years of testing and debugging, and finally by 6 months to 2
years of system integration.  During all this time, you've got 200 software
engineers writing and testing the system, application, and diagnostics code
(probably about 5 million lines of code here).  They can't start testing
any of the software until there is a target system ready to use.  Since
this is a completely unique approach to a hardware design, no commercial
test bed will work.  They must wait for the computer to be built before
they can debug their software.

Bottom line: an estimated 7 to 10 years from chip to system, and that's
being optimistic.  Remember, this takes place only 4 years from now.  How
much do you think the process will speed up by then?

Sorry, Arnie.  Your time-line is all screwed up.  But it does make for a
better movie plot!

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	Television - British TV (4 msgs) & Max Headroom (4 msgs) &
                     Quantum Leap

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 12:40:25 GMT
From: rkl@and.cs.liv.ac.uk
Subject: List of sci-fi shown on British TV since 1986

Here's a moderately-comprehensive listing of science-fiction series shown
on British TV in the past 5 years or so:

Series               Channel/Day/Time/Frequency    Start      End     Eps.

Original Star Trek   BBC2/Thu/6.00pm/Weekly       Mid-85   18 Dec 86  74
Captain Scarlet      ITV/Sat/11.30am/Weekly     22 Mar 86  22 Mar 86   1
Terrahawks           ITV/Sat/11.30am/Weekly      3 May 86   6 Sep 86  19
Captain Scarlet      ITV/Sun/9.35am/Weekly       1 Jun 86   1 Jun 86   1
Doctor Who           BBC1/Sat/5.45pm/Weekly      6 Sep 86   6 Dec 86  14
UFO                  ITV/Sat/11.00am/Weekly     20 Sep 86  11 Apr 87  23
Terrahawks           ITV/Sat/11.30am/Weekly     18 Apr 87  27 Jun 87   8
UFO                  ITV/Mon/11.30pm!/Weekly    22 Jun 87   6 Jul 87   2
Star Cops            BBC2/Mon/8.30pm/Weekly      6 Jul 87  31 Aug 87   9
Terrahawks           ITV/Tue/5.15pm/Weekly      14 Jul 87   4 Aug 87   4
Stingray             ITV/Mon-Fri/9.30am/Daily   20 Jul 87   4 Sep 87  33
Doctor Who           BBC1/Mon/7.35pm/Weekly      7 Sep 87   7 Dec 87  14
Battlestar Galactica BBC2/Thu/6.00pm/Weekly     10 Sep 87   3 Mar 88  18
The Invaders         BBC2/Mon/7.00pm/Weekly     23 Nov 87  23 Nov 87   1
Terrahawks           ITV/Sat/11.00am/Weekly      9 Jan 88   2 Apr 88  13
Galactica 80         BBC2/Thu/6.00pm/Weekly     17 Mar 88   5 May 88   6
Galactica 80         BBC2/Wed/6.00pm/Weekly     11 May 88  15 Jun 88   4
Stingray             ITV/Mon-Fri/10.30am/Daily  19 Aug 88  24 Aug 88   4
Red Dwarf 1          BBC2/Tue/9.00pm/Weekly      5 Sep 88  11 Oct 88   6
Doctor Who           BBC1/Wed/7.35pm/Weekly      5 Oct 88   4 Jan 89  14
Buck Rogers 25th C.  BBC2/Wed/6.00pm/Weekly     11 Jan 89   1 Nov 89  34
Hitchhiker's Guide   BBC2/Tue/8.30pm/Weekly     30 May 89   4 Jul 89   6
Red Dwarf 2          BBC2/Tue/8.30pm/Weekly     28 Aug 89   3 Oct 89   6
Doctor Who           BBC1/Wed/7.35pm/Weekly      6 Sep 89   6 Dec 89  14
The Invisible Man    BBC2/Wed/6.00pm/Weekly      8 Nov 89  31 Jan 90  11
Red Dwarf 3          BBC2/Tue/9.00pm/Weekly     14 Nov 89  19 Dec 89   6
The Invaders         BBC2/Wed/6.00pm/Weekly      7 Feb 90  20 Jun 90  19
Quantum Leap         BBC2/Tue/9.00pm/Weekly     13 Feb 90     ??      ??
The Invaders         BBC2/Wed/6.00pm/Weekly      5 Sep 90  19 Sep 90   3
ST:TNG               BBC2/Wed/6.00pm/Weekly     26 Sep 90     Now     38+
Red Dwarf 3 (rpt)    BBC2/Thu/8.00pm/Weekly      4 Oct 90   8 Nov 90   6
Red Dwarf 4          BBC2/Thu/9.00pm/Weekly     14 Feb 91  21 Mar 91   6

Notes:

* This is by no means an exhaustive list of sci-fi on British TV since
  about 1986. It's just what I decided to personally video-record since I
  started keeping records.

* The ITV transmission times primarily refer to the HTV Wales region
  (although some Central region times may also be involved).

* I gave up on Quantum Leap because it was pretty boring - stuck in the
  same rut as a rather similar show ("The Time Tunnel").

* Interesting to note how Channel 4 has only contributed Lost In Space,
  Mork & Mindy, Max Headroom and Land Of The Giants and The Time Tunnel -
  ALL American imports. BTW, these aren't listed because I could only get
  the atrocious Channel 4 Wales until recently and they shifted things all
  over the place. :-(

* It seems to be that the biggest culprits in recent years w.r.t. sci-fi
  are ITV and Channel 4. ITV just shows re-runs (not networked either) of
  old series (which I don't mind too much), but the last of these was
  Stingray THREE years ago ! ITV's last commissioned sci-fi series was
  Terrahawks, over 3 years ago. Channel 4 imports pretty poor US sci-fi
  (see above), although the Max Headroom series wasn't bad, and hasn't
  commissioned ANY of its own sci-fi.

* Whilst blaming ITV and Channel 4 for the decline of sci-fi on British TV,
  don't forget that the ONLY sci-fi programme shown on BBC 1 in the past
  five years was Doctor Who. Now its future hangs in the balance, that will
  leave the supposed "flagship of quality" British channel without ANY
  sci-fi on it whatsoever. At this point, however, I should praise BBC 2,
  because they've consistently shown good-quality sci-fi in the past 5
  years and really is the last bastion for British sci-fi-starved fans.

* The series I would most like to see repeated (and networked if on ITV)
  are: 
    Blake's 7 (BBC).
    Sapphire & Steel (ITV).
    The Tomorrow People (ITV).
    Jon Pertwee/Tom Baker Doctor Who stories (BBC).
    Captain Scarlet and The Mysterons (ITV).
    Star Cops (BBC).
    UFO (ITV).
    All 4 Red Dwarf series (BBC).

* I guess the solution to all this is for a sci-fi fan to get to be
  programme controller of one of the TV channels ! It appears to me that
  the upper eschelon of TV staff in this country treat sci-fi with a
  contempt that it doesn't deserve. Just like any other format, sci-fi has
  its good (Star Trek, Red Dwarf, Blake's 7 and Star Cops for example) and
  bad (Buck Rogers, Battle- star Galactica) programmes and it should be
  left for the viewers to vote with their remote controls as to which is
  worth keeping.

Richard K. Lloyd
Computer Science Dept.
Liverpool University
Merseyside, England
Great Britain L69 3BX      
Internet: rkl%and.cs.liv.ac.uk@nsfnet-relay.ac.uk
UUCP: ..!mcsun!ukc!liv-cs!rkl

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 14:46:19 GMT
From: mtoth@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Michael D Toth)
Subject: Re: List of sci-fi shown on British TV since 1986

rkl@and.cs.liv.ac.uk writes:
>Here's a moderately-comprehensive listing of science-fiction series shown
>on British TV in the past 5 years or so:
(LOTS of stuff deleted)

>* It seems to be that the biggest culprits in recent years w.r.t. sci-fi
>  are ITV and Channel 4. ITV just shows re-runs (not networked either) of
>  old series (which I don't mind too much), but the last of these was
>  Stingray THREE years ago ! ITV's last commissioned sci-fi series was
>  Terrahawks, over 3 years ago. Channel 4 imports pretty poor US sci-fi
>  (see above) - although the Max Headroom series wasn't bad - and hasn't
>  commissioned ANY of its own sci-fi.

Okay.  I have absolutely no patriotic loyalty to quality TV, and I agree
that most of US TV (sci-fi or not) is pretty dreadful.  And most of the
shows I DO like DO come from England (why else would I be reading this
newsgroup?).  But I'm going to have to call you on Max.  It "wasn't
bad"?!?!?  I've NEVER seen anything that conceptually sophisticated,
thematically and satirically well- layered, cinematic, cleverly written and
well-acted.  (And if memory serves, the American pilot was based on the
one-off special created by Channel 4!)

In fact, Max was the ONLY thing I've ever seen that gave The Avengers and
The Prisoner a run for its money, throwing in the best elements of BRAZIL
and some classic 2000 AD strips for some really acidic social satire as
well.  (Granted, the second half of the run was definitely weaker - ABC
here said it was "too sophisticated and difficult to follow" for their
target audience mentality level of a twelve year old, and instructed the
producers to simplify the stories.)

Has anyone heard anything more from the creators of Max (Steve Roberts (?)
et al.)?  They're probably the ONLY people I'd trust with this hypothetical
Judge Dredd movie that's finally reaching preproduction.

It figures that the best thing that was ever done (IMO) for American TV was
done by a bunch of creative people from England ;-) !

Michael David Toth
mtoth@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 09:11:54 GMT
From: teexand@ioe.lon.ac.uk (Andrew Dawson)
Subject: Re: List of sci-fi shown on British TV since 1986

rkl@and.cs.liv.ac.uk writes:
>Here's a moderately-comprehensive listing of science-fiction series shown
>on British TV in the past 5 years or so:
[list deleted]

Thanks for posting that. It made interesting reading.

Just to fill in a missing bit:

>Quantum Leap         BBC2/Tue/9.00pm/Weekly     13 Feb 90     ??      ??
                                                            17 Apr 90  10

>* I gave up on Quantum Leap because it was pretty boring - stuck in the
>  same rut as a rather similar show ("The Time Tunnel").

SIGH! But you're entitled to your opinions of course :-)

Time Tunnel is on hiatus on C4 until August 29th too :-(

>* The series I would most like to see repeated (and networked if on ITV)
>   are: 
>     Blake's 7 (BBC).

Yep. But it's being released on video slowly.

>    The Tomorrow People (ITV).

DEFINITELY!

>    Jon Pertwee/Tom Baker Doctor Who stories (BBC).

ANY Dr Who for that matter! I never understand why they don't repeat any of
these.

>    Star Cops (BBC).

That came out on video a couple of weeks ago. It's quite good value with 3
x 50 minute episodes on each tape. It's funny how BBC Video can manage that
yet they claim they can't fit 6 x 25 minute Dr Who episodes on a single
tape and hence have to release it on two tapes (at twice the price of
course). Anyone get the impression we're being ripped off?

>* I guess the solution to all this is for a sci-fi fan to get to be
>  programme controller of one of the TV channels ! It appears to me that
>  the upper eschelon of TV staff in this country treat sci-fi with a
>  contempt that it doesn't deserve.

Yep. It's a sorry state of affairs :-(

UUCP/EARN/BITNET: andrew@uxm.sm.ucl.ac.uk
INTERNET: andrew%uxm.sm.ucl.ac.uk@nsfnet-relay.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 22:07:38 GMT
From: mathew@mwowm.mantis.co.uk (Million Headed Monster)
Subject: Re: List of sci-fi shown on British TV

rkl@and.cs.liv.ac.uk writes:
> * It seems to be that the biggest culprits in recent years w.r.t. sci-fi
>   are ITV and Channel 4. ITV just shows re-runs (not networked either) of
>   old series (which I don't mind too much), but the last of these was
>   Stingray THREE years ago ! ITV's last commissioned sci-fi series was
>   Terrahawks, over 3 years ago. Channel 4 imports pretty poor US sci-fi
>   (see above), although the Max Headroom series wasn't bad, and hasn't
>   commissioned ANY of its own sci-fi.

Ahem.  Who do you think was responsible for the *original* Max Headroom TV
movie?  [ Far superior to the US series in 'feel' - I much preferred Bryce
being an obnoxious snot-nosed brat. ]

Also note that there's regional variation as far as ITV goes.  Anglia shows
quite a lot of SF in the early morning slots; they showed the whole of UFO
a couple of years ago, and often show movies such as "Futureworld" and
"Android".

Mathew

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 16:58:53 GMT
From: bob@castle.ed.ac.uk (Bob Gray)
Subject: Max Headroom (Re: List of sci-fi shown on British TV since 1986)

mtoth@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Michael D Toth) writes:
>I'm going to have to call you on Max.  It "wasn't bad"?!?!?  I've NEVER
>seen anything that conceptually sophisticated, thematically and
>satirically well- layered, cinematic, cleverly written and well-acted.
>(And if memory serves, the American pilot was based on the one-off special
>created by Channel 4!)

Correct. And if you compare the C4 special and the series you'll see what
was wrong with the series.

I count the series as one of the could-have-been shows.  A nice attempt,
but it kept pulling its punches.

All the harshness of the original desolation was replaced with designer
rubble. Everyone had some redeeming factor, even if you had to look hard
for it. Worst of all, they ALWAYS had a happy ending, no matter how
ludicrous and contrived it was. If they had let Blank Reg fry at his trial
instead of having the hacker kidlet tricked into saving him, look how much
more impact that episode would have had.

Bob

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 91 10:26:53 GMT
From: rkl@and.cs.liv.ac.uk
Subject: More on Max Headroom (UK and US versions...)

mtoth@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Michael D Toth) writes:
> I'm going to have to call you on Max.  It "wasn't bad"?!?!?  I've NEVER
> seen anything that conceptually sophisticated, thematically and
> satirically well- layered, cinematic, cleverly written and well-acted.
> (And if memory serves, the American pilot was based on the one-off
> special created by Channel 4!)

Actually, I did quite enjoy "Max Headroom" (the US version).  After the UK
pilot, we initially got a few series of Matt Frewer dressed up as Max
Headroom hosting a "golden oldies" video show!  Apart from the chance to
see some old pop videos I hadn't seen before (UK terrestrial TV is DISMAL
w.r.t. showing pop videos - either not at all or brutally hacked down to 1
or 2 minutes), these series going under the banner of "Max Headroom" were a
travesty.

At least the US "Max Headroom" series wasn't bad at all, even if it was
shown at silly times in the night by Channel 4. HOWEVER, the foolish
Americans utterly RUINED the brilliant British pilot show of "Max Headroom"
by remaking it REALLY BADLY. That British pilot of "Max Headroom" was one
of the best sci-fi related episodes I've ever seen. BTW, I think Amanda
Pays had a lot to do with me watching the US Max Headroom series :-) :-)
Lucky Corbin Bernsen !!

Richard K. Lloyd
Computer Science Dept.
Liverpool University
Merseyside, England
Great Britain L69 3BX      
Internet: rkl%and.cs.liv.ac.uk@nsfnet-relay.ac.uk
UUCP: ..!mcsun!ukc!liv-cs!rkl

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 14:57:18 GMT
From: mtoth@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Michael D Toth)
Subject: Re: More on Max Headroom (UK and US versions...)

rkl@and.cs.liv.ac.uk writes:
>mtoth@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Michael D Toth) writes:
>> I'm going to have to call you on Max.  It "wasn't bad"?!?!?  I've NEVER
>> seen anything that conceptually sophisticated, thematically and
>> satirically well- layered, cinematic, cleverly written and well-acted.
>> (And if memory serves, the American pilot was based on the one-off
>> special created by Channel 4!)
>
>At least the US "Max Headroom" series wasn't bad at all, even if it was
>shown at silly times in the night by Channel 4. HOWEVER, the foolish
>Americans utterly RUINED the brilliant British pilot show of "Max
>Headroom" by remaking it REALLY BADLY. That British pilot of "Max
>Headroom" was one of the best sci-fi related episodes I've ever seen. BTW,
>I think Amanda Pays had a lot to do with me watching the US Max Headroom
>series :-) :-) Lucky Corbin Bernsen !!

Okay, my prejudices are as such that I saw the British version AFTER the US
version and I EXPECTED the UK version to be superior.  Giving it the
benefit of the doubt, I STILL found it inferior to the US pilot.  I thought
the actors that WERE kept were the best in the UK, and all of the
replacements were much more effective in fleshing out three dimensional
characters.  I thought the British Bryce was unbelievably uninteresting and
dry.  (If memory serves, weren't we arguing about this a few months back on
this newsgroup?)

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jul 91 01:54:01 GMT
From: lmbailey@vela.acs.oakland.edu (Laurana Bailey)
Subject: Re: Max Headroom

Although I admit that the American TV series for Max Headroom was flawed,
it was still one of the best Sci-Fi series put out in the states. (Sad, but
true) I loved the show despite it's flaws and was upset when it was
cancelled.

I am a big fan of Doctor Who and some friends got me to sit down and watch
Quantum Leap which is an American show dealing with time travel.  The
concept they use is neat, but after every show I sit and wonder to myself
WHAT the purpose of helping so-and-so was. I mean, it's not like anyone
they ever help is of any MAJOR significance that they need to be fiddling
with the flow of time over them.

lmbailey@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 13:35:37 GMT
From: deb@cci632.cci.com (Deborah Brown)
Subject: QL: Quantum Chimp

For once our local paper printed something I want to read! :-)

There is an item headlined "'Quantum' character will leap into body of
chimp", which we knew already.

What we (possibly) didn't know, was that writer Paul Brown has met with
animal behaviorist Jane Goodall (few people better to consult with, IMHO)
about the show.  This will be printed in an upcoming edition of TV Guide,
so look for it.

Producer Deborah Pratt says "She was so moved by the idea, she's been
sending him articles about inhumane traetment of lab animals to help in his
research", but still, Pratt has asked Brown to show the necessity of using
animals for medical research as well as showing that inhumane treatment is
wrong.  They want to lay out both sides and let the audience make their own
decisions.

From what I read here, news of this episode has made the animal rights
activists happy, so we'll see!

Which brings up that old question: if Sam leaps into an animal, what will
he be (not) wearing?  I'm willing to bet that the chimps will be at least
wearing diapers.  "Diapers"!!!!  Hmmmmm. :-)

Debbie Brown
deb@cci.com
uunet!ccicpg!cci632!deb

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

       Miscellaneous - Electronic Libraries & Conventions (2 msgs) &
                       End of World Stories (11 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 00:49:55 GMT
From: galileo!kjenks@cs.mtsu.edu (Kenneth C. Jenks [GM2] 483-4368)
Subject: Electronic Libraries/Books in SF

I'm compiling a list of references to electronic documents and on-line
library systems.  Would you please bury me in e-mail by sending me every
reference you can think of in science fiction literature (an oxymoron?) to
notepads, wrist-comps, etc.?  Including, for you Star Trek types, uses of
Captain Kirk's notepad (you know, when Yeoman Rand came up to Kirk and had
him fiddle with a plastic box).

I'm using the concepts in briefings for NASA's electronic library and
paperless spacecraft efforts.  After all, we can't take a print shop to the
moon with us, now can we?  FYI, the Shuttle carries 100 lbs. of paper every
flight, part of which is fax paper for updates on procedures.

I'll summarize.  

[Moderator's Note: Please send all replies directly to the poster.]

Ken Jenks
NASA/JSC/GM2
Space Shuttle Program Office
(713) 483-4368
kjenks@gothamcity.jsc.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 10 Jul 91 18:56:03 GMT
From: mcmahon@tgv.com (John 'Fast-Eddie' McMahon)
Subject: Westercon '93

Kevin Standlee sent me the following for upload to the USENET.  Sorry for
the delay!

SEATTLE WINS FOR '93 WESTERCON

At the balloting held at Westercon 44 in Vancouver, BC July 4-7, Seattle
defeated Santa Clara for the right to host the 1993 West Coast Science
Fantasy Conference.  Seattle announced that Greg Bear will be Author Guest
of Honor, with others to be named later.  The facilities are the Bellevue
Red Lion Inn and adjacent smaller hotels.  Attending membership is US $25
until July 31, 1991, and $30 Aug 1-Dec 31, 1991.  If you voted on the
site-selection and pre-supported the Seattle in '93 bid, you are an
attending member.  If you voted, but did not pre-support, you are a
supporting member and can convert to attending for $10 until July 31.  If
you pre-supported but did not vote, you can buy an attending membership for
$20 until July 31.

Details of the site selection balloting:

                         By Mail    At Con     Total
                         -------    ------     -----
Seattle                    20         242       262
Santa Clara                15          75        90
None of the Above           3          30        33
Write-in: Hawaii            0           4         4
Write-in: Denver            1           0         1
Write-in: Phoenix           0           1         1
Illegal/Illegible           0           2         2
No Preference               0           7         7


Total                      39          361      400
Total Expressing Preference                     393
Needed to elect (majority of
those expressing a preference)                  197

Seattle was a clear winner on the first round, polling exactly 2/3 of the
ballots which expressed a preference.

Further information about the convention is available from Westercon 46, PO
Box 24292, Seattle WA 98124.

Kevin Standlee
Deputy Site-Selection Administrator, Westercon 44/Vancouver

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 91 13:44:47 GMT
From: sfsoc@maths.tcd.ie (Science Fiction Society)
Subject: ANNOUNCING: TrinCon 400, Dublin, Ireland; 7th - 9th February 1992

Announcing:

				  TRINCON
			7th  -  9th  February  1992
			  Trinity College, Dublin
			 New Ormond Hotel, Dublin

                                Guests include

Diane Duane                       Iain Banks                  John Brunner
Peter Morwood                 Stephen Gallagher              Anne McCaffrey
Nicholas Royle                     Bob Shaw                   Ian McDonald
David Wingrove                 Katherine Kurtz               David Garnett

                  Further guests to be announced shortly.

IR #5 supporting                            IR #7 per day (at door)
IR #10 attending before Dec 1st             IR #15 attending after Dec 1st

Talks Signings LRP Real Guinness AD&D SF Theatre Trade Stands Tours
Hands-on UseNet/VR/MUD RQ Stoker/Dunsany/Swift Exhibition Comics Workshops
Paranoia Lasertag Largescreen Films Grand Dinner The Liffey Splatterball
and many more.

Further details, residence rates, etc., contact:

 The Secretary
 TrinCon 400
 Box 6
 Regent House
 Trinity College
 Dublin 2, Ireland
 +353 1 772941 ext 1827/1887
 sfsoc@maths.tcd.ie%pucc.princeton.edu

Also, e-mail for placement on TrinCon Mailing List to above address.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 00:48:30 GMT
From: kleinj@jacobs.cs.orst.edu
Subject: Millennialism

The subject of millennialism...the mania, particularly with respect to the
end of the world, that prevails upon the 100th year of any given century,
has been on my mind quite a bit lately.

Not necessarily because I think it's fun to watch a lot of foolish people
say that they've seen it all in the signs or in the pages of some tome of
verse (Nostradamus or the Bible, your choice), but mostly because I've
noted two seeming trends: one, the seeming ease of which I can find
end-of-the-world (apocalyptic) sf, and the willingness of myself to buy
them.

Could it be that the impending end of the century leans that heavily upon
the collective psyche that some of the better books I can find - the ones
that I really remember, are ones detailing the end of all life on this
planet?

That my favorite tales involve global distruction I've known for some time.
One of my first favorites in the subgenre is the classic *When Worlds
Collide*.  It was written back about midcentury, and even though many of
the characters are hopelessly anachronistic and dated (the Japanese butler,
for one), the novel is very readable and casts quite an atmosphere.

Recently, though, I've had no trouble finding novels dealing with
fundamental planet busting destruction.  The most memorable (though by no
means necessarily "good" in the big picture) include:

THE FORGE OF GOD, by Greg Bear.  I saw Bear at a convention, where he
quipped about how he seemed to destroy humanity in each book he writes.
It's a very readable and plausible book, with a good basis in hard science
right down to the way the aliens do the final dirty deed.  Get's a little
highfalutin' right at the end, but I liked it.

EARTH, David Brin.  I know the planet doesn't quite get destroyed in the
end, quite a happy ending really, but I can't help but detect the twinge of
millennialism's influence in the discovery of a black hole at the planet's
core.  And the planet did get its share of rattling about.  Strange ending
too.

EXIT EARTH, by Martin Caidin.  Like I said, not necessarily a great book.
By the writing and the overpresence of the ubermensch, I can see why Caidin
is not one of the great fiction writers.  Across the top of the cover: SOON
TO BE A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE; I"m not holding my breath.  The way he
depicted a dust cloud "stoking" the sun - I wonder how feasible that is?
Heck, it's even written like it was going to be a motion picture.  But the
destruction of all life on Earth by a dust cloud inciting the sun to fury
and the way it's written for the survivors is interesting enough to
continue.

It's like I said; I've seen this trend, and I know it won't be too long
before I find another interesting novel in which our planet is either
busted to pieces or made totally uninhabitable.  At which point I will
probably buy it and enjoy it, almost without regard to how it's written.
So am I under the sway of millennialism?  For that matter, are sf stories
tending toward that influence?  Or do I just have an end of the world
fetish?

I'll sit back and watch the comments.  

kleinj@jacobs.cs.orst.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 12:59:11 GMT
From: pss1@kepler.unh.edu (Paul S Secinaro)
Subject: Re: Millennialism

kleinj@jacobs.cs.orst.edu writes:
> It's like I said; I've seen this trend, and I know it won't be too long
> before I find another interesting novel in which our planet is either
> busted to pieces or made totally uninhabitable.  At which point I will
> probably buy it and enjoy it, almost without regard to how it's written.
> So am I under the sway of millennialism?  For that matter, are sf stories
> tending toward that influence?  Or do I just have an end of the world
> fetish?

You left out Clarke's _Childhood's End_, which was the first "world ends by
means other than nuclear holocaust" book I ever read.  Great book, but
don't read it if you don't want to get depressed.  When I was reading
_Forge of God_ (another good book), all I could think of was that Bear
sounded a lot like Clarke, though I don't know if he was doing it
intentionally.

Paul Secinaro
Synthetic Vision and Pattern Analysis Laboratory
Department of Computer and Electrical Engineering
University of New Hampshire
(603) 862-3287
pss1@kepler.unh.edu
p_secinaro@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 16:33:51 GMT
From: craigb@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Subject: Re: Millennialism

kleinj@jacobs.cs.orst.edu writes:
>The subject of millennialism...the mania, particularly with respect to the
>end of the world, that prevails upon the 100th year of any given
>century, has been on my mind quite a bit lately.

Funny you should mention this...by pure chance I just read _Good News From
Outer Space_ (don't remember the author) and _The Armageddon Crazy_ (by
Mick Farren, whom I *used* to think had written a finite number of books
:-) back to back, both pertaining to the TV preacher kind of EOTW/
rapture/Elvis/National Enquirer trip.

Actually, my favorite in this genre is _Job: A Comedy Of Justice_ by Robert
Heinlein - being relatively new to the net (reborn, actually :-), I'll
assume you've all talked about how it's kind of a mishmash of Cabell's
_Jurgen: A Comedy Of Justice_ and Twain's _An Excerpt From Captain
Stormfield's Visit To Heaven_, with, of course, a liberal dose of the
Master's touch.
 
>EARTH, David Brin.  I know the planet doesn't quite get destroyed in the
>end, quite a happy ending really, but I can't help but detect the twinge
>of millennialism's influence in the discovery of a black hole at the
>planet's core.  And the planet did get its share of rattling about.
>Strange ending too.

Gah! I swear Brin has some compromising photos of his publisher w/ a St.
Bernard; just how does this guy get published?! And really, the black hole
at the center of the Earth has been done to death already.

Craig Becker
Object Technology Products
craigb@ausvm1.vnet.ibm.com 

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 19:57:33 GMT
From: wcstom@ccs.carleton.ca (Tom Hamill)
Subject: Re: Millennialism

>Funny you should mention this...by pure chance I just read _Good News From
>Outer Space_ (don't remember the author)

John Kessel wrote this one.

For something else along the same lines you might want to try "Prisoner of
Arionne(sp?)" and "Sidney's Comet" both by Brian Herbert (yes, Frank's
son).  Both are well written and humourous, a somewhat rare combination at
the best of times.

Tom Hamill
wcstom@ccs.carleton.ca

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 91 18:14:48 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Millennialism

pss1@kepler.unh.edu (Paul S Secinaro) writes:
>You left out Clarke's _Childhood's End_, which was the first "world ends
>by means other than nuclear holocaust" book I ever read.  Great book, but
>don't read it if you don't want to get depressed.

I would say "moved" rather than "depressed", but I guess that's a matter of
outlook. A bittersweet ending, anyway, not a doom and gloom one.

If you want to get into all the end of the world stuff previously
published, you're going to end up with a hell of a long list. That's always
been a popular subject. Whether it gets relatively more popular as the end
of the millennium approaches, I don't know, but I would very easily believe
that. I'm certainly expecting a lot of crackpot *seriousness* about the end
of the world to start cropping up shortly, although I hadn't considered the
purely literary before.

There was an anthology published, um, in the early 50's I think, called
"The End of the World", which had a whole series of really *excellent*
stories by various authors on this theme. Absolute classic. The individual
stories have been widely reprinted in various places other places as well,
but I don't think the anthology itself was.

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 03:08:33 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Millennialism

pss1@kepler.unh.edu (Paul S Secinaro) writes:
>You left out Clarke's _Childhood's End_, which was the first "world ends
>by means other than nuclear holocaust" book I ever read.

Hmm, this is an interesting topic.  Let's see.  There must be a few kinds
of end-of-the-world (henceforth EOW :) stories that don't involve blowing
the place up.  There are

  environmental EOWs (J G Ballard's first four books, (somebody's)
  "All Flesh Is Grass," probably some John Wyndham. . .)

  science-gone-amok EOWs (there must be some)

  alien-assault EOWs (Greg Bear's "The Forge of God")

  leaving-the-Earth EOWs ("Childhood's End", Poul Anderson's
  "Brain Wave")

  end-of-everything EOWs (Stapledon's "Last and First Men" and "Star
  Maker", Clarke's "The Nine Billion Names of God", Salman Rushdie's
  "Grimus" (maybe))

Any other types or examples welcome.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 04:02:36 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Re: Millennialism

rjohnson@vela (R o d Johnson) writes:
>  science-gone-amok EOWs (there must be some)

How about Greg Bear's _Blood Music_?

------------------------------

Date: 18 Jul 91 04:40:36 GMT
From: djheydt@garnet.berkeley.edu
Subject: Re: Millennialism

kleinj@jacobs.cs.orst.edu writes:
> The subject of millennialism...the mania, particularly with respect to
> the end of the world, that prevails upon the 100th year of any given
> century, has been on my mind quite a bit lately.
>[...]
> Could it be that the impending end of the century leans that heavily upon
> the collective psyche that some of the better books I can find - the ones
> that I really remember, are ones detailing the end of all life on this
> planet?

There's a very good book out on the chiliastic phenomenon, called CENTURY'S
END, by Hillel Schwartz.  Can't remember the publisher.  Came out 1989 or
maybe 1990.  Consult your local library.  

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 91 04:34:28 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Millennialism

rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson) writes:
>kinds of end-of-the-world (henceforth EOW :) stories that don't involve
>blowing the place up.

Even that has several categories: human-caused nuclear holocaust, sun going
nova, galaxy blowing up...

>Any other types or examples welcome.

How about "the robots or dogs or XYZ take over after humankind fades out
due to ennui", a popular Simak theme.

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 91 01:07:06 GMT
From: bbs.draco@spies.com
Subject: Re: Millennialism

  How about _The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy_ by Douglas Adams?
Definitely Adams' best work.  The irony of Arthur Dent's house being
destroyed for the same reason that the Earth is, minutes later...  Loved
it.  Not very realistic sci-fi, true, but still a good read.

bbs.draco@spies.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 91 02:16:59 GMT
From: jacobus@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Bryan J. Maloney)
Subject: End-O-The-World Works

Here's yet another millenniumistic apocalypse (but with a happy ending!)

This is the "Light" trilogy by Kathleen O'Sullivan (?), consisting of Abyss
of Light, Treasure of Light, and Redemption of Light.

As a trilogy it suffers from the problem of first novel was written as a
stand-alone with somewhat open ending in case the publisher liked it enough
to ask for another one.  The second is one of those "second books in a
trilogy".  It needed the first to make any sense, and the "end" was just a
lead to the last.  The third book was a "third book" wherein everything and
everyone is completely wrapped up finito.  However, aside from these flaws,
the works are quite good.  (The author separates each book by several
years, which helps soften the "trilogy" feel.)

The books are based around Qabalah and a little Gnosticism.  Anal purists
might maintain that they are "fantasy" because they deal with God, Jewish
mysticism, etc., but they read like hard SF (highly plot-driven, only
oblique references to the past, very gritty, nasty problems that aren't
even glamorous in their grit, etc.)  The fact that the books are based, to
some extent, on the author's work on the Holocaust probably is one thing
that brings them down to Earth (so to speak).

This trilogy ends with the destruction of the whole universe, but it's a
happy ending (and no, nobody goes to Heaven, either).

I recommend these works, but suggest that people easily offended by the
idea that people can be nasty to each other and that novels shouldn't
portray anything but comic-nastiness should refrain from these works.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

         Administrivia - Monthly Reminders,
	 Books - Asprin (2 msgs) & Bear (2 msgs) & Card (8 msgs) &
                 Cook (2 msgs) & Dalkey & Dexter

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Thu, 1 Aug 91 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Administrivia

It is time once again for the monthly reminders:

Problems, administrative questions, and requests for addition or removal to
the mailing list should always be sent to SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
Submissions for the digest are to be sent to SF-LOVERS@RUTGERS.EDU
***ONLY***.  Error messages, particularly those generated automatically by
mailers, should always go to SF-LOVERS-ERRORS@RUTGERS.EDU which is the
address specified in the "Errors-To:" field.

If you have information about a convention that you wish to have listed in
the convention listings maintained in the archives, you can send complete
information to SF-LOVERS-CONS@RUTGERS.EDU and it will be included in the
listings as soon as possible.  Information should be sent at least one
month prior to the date of the convention in order to insure that it is
listed in time.

Unfortunately, due to the large volume of mail that I receive every day,
messages sent to the wrong address are very likely to be unprocessed.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 91 02:33:43 GMT
From: mlelias@miavx2.ham.muohio.edu (Mike Elias)
Subject: Re: Asprin & M.Y.T.H.

ttevans@phoenix.Princeton.EDU (Tyler T Evans) writes:
> Has anyone read the latest of these? It seemed like a waste of paper to
> me. I enjoy Asprin's style and that was pretty much all that was good
> about this book. It seems that the only purpose of the book (other than
> to get a little closer to finishing his contract on this series) was to
> give a characterization of the two bodyguards. Anyone have any comments?

   It does seem that the series has been going down-hill lately.  I think
that the first four books were his best, that one or two after that were
fairly good, then he should have stopped.  I believe that this is another
case of the infamous 'Piers Anthony Syndrome'.

Mike Elias          
Miami University of Oxford, Oh.
Mlelias@Miavx9.Bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 91 16:42:35 GMT
From: jrs@zippy.unet.com (John Switzer)
Subject: Re: Asprin & M.Y.T.H.

I agree - MYTH Inc. In Action was a total waste of time. Asprin's lost the
zaniness and freshness of the original books, and replaced it with the
tedious introspection and moralizing that goes on in his latest two books.
The resolution of the story was also really weak - if you don't have a real
threat or conflict, then a story just doesn't work, IMHO.

MYTH Inc. In Action is definitely my last MYTH book, sad to say. I'll
continue to read the originals, though.

John Switzer
340 Mathilda #3
Goleta, CA 93117

------------------------------

Date: 28 Jul 91 22:05:07 GMT
From: lnh@soliton.uucp (sometimes a Wombat)
Subject: Re: Queen of Angels

rgd4264@zeus.tamu.edu writes:
>I've read several reviews of Bear's _Queen of Angels_, both in magazines
>and rec.arts.sf-reviews, and in general I agree with commonly stated
>opinions that it is a superior book with one exception: it is NOT a
>complete work.  The ending is abrupt, with little thematic resolution, and
>is an explicit lead-in to a sequel.  Such a work should not receive Hugo
>or Nebula because the ending is such an important part of a story.  Maybe
>there should be a specific catagory in such awards for series.

<blink>

Hmm.  I did NOT see this.  I don't really see where the sequel possibility
is.  Unless you're talking about life after AXIS.

And I thought the ending was very well prepared.  The back-cover blurb is
misleading, however.  It makes you think there are only three threads to
the story, and that the AXIS/JILL parts are just background material,
information about the culture, etc., when they are really another real
story.  If you start out reading it thinking that the book is at least as
much about "What is consciousness?" as the murder mystery, then the ending
is very much built towards.  It also helps to realize that Bear is
deliberately knocking down the conventions of murder mysteries, and that
the odd nature of the that thread's resolution comes from this.

I think is far better than the other books on the ballot, but I realize
enough people find the style unreadable (the missing commas in Mary's POV,
the + to open whatshisname's thoughts, with no closure symbol, etc.) for it
to win.  It's a shame.

Say, _The Vor Game_ is part of a series; shouldn't the sequel part of the
criticism hold against it?

Larry Hammer
LNH@albert.physics.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 91 20:39:39 GMT
From: rgd4264@zeus.tamu.edu (DUDGEON, ROBERT GREGORY)
Subject: Re: Queen of Angels

SPOILERS ahead!
Larry wrote:
>>...  it is a superior book with one exception: it is NOT a complete work.
>>The ending is abrupt, with little thematic resolution, and is an explicit
>>lead-in to a sequel...
>
>Hmm.  I did NOT see this.  I don't really see where the sequel possibility
>is.  Unless you're talking about life after AXIS.

No, I thought that thread concluded well.

>And I thought the ending was very well prepared...

>...If you start out reading it thinking that the book is at least as much
>about "What is consciousness?" as the murder mystery, then the ending is
>very much built towards.  It also helps to realize that Bear is
>deliberately knocking down the conventions of murder mysteries, and that
>the odd nature of the that thread's resolution comes from this.

Yes, I'll grant you that the fact the Goldsmith's consciousness had been
'taken over' by a normally unconscious 'subroutine' was quite a good bit of
writing.  What leaves the story hanging, however, is that this subroutine
worms its way into the consciousness of the investigators and at the end of
the book it still there.  One could argue that from a thematic p.o.v. this
is a nice conclusion, but as storytelling it is abysmal, since the story
hasn't _ended_.  And a truly good tale MUST conclude both thematically and
plot-wise.
   To a lesser extent, the storyline of the investigator is also left
hanging, since it doesn't really resolve the problem between her and the
nano-artist

>Say, _The Vor Game_ is part of a series...

I haven't read that yet.  But my main arguement was not really against
books in a series, though I usually don't care for them but, rather against
books that end insufficiently enough so that a sequel is _expected_.  One
could suggest that Questor, being a new book line (and aimed at a primarily
younger audience), wanted a book that would generate more revenue in the
form of a sequel.  The book would have been excellent if only the
subroutine had not crossed the bounds of Goldsmith's Country, or, with the
addition of another 50 pages or so, had been defeated in some fashion.
Greg Bear's _Eon_, for example, was complete in itself and did not need the
rather disappointing sequel _Eternity_.  But in that case, the resolved
plotline would not guarantee as much sales of a sequel.

But that is just supposition.

Greg D.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 91 03:59:18 GMT
From: raleff@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu
Subject: Xenocide/Gloriously Bright

   I'm currently halfway through the novelette _Gloriously Bright_ and the
thought that it might be a condensed version of the third novel hit me.
Can anyone verify this?
   I was reading this thinking that it was just going to be an introduction
of sorts for Gloriously Bright, but apparently, it has the same basic plot
as Xenocide.  Please, someone tell me that I'm not spoiling Xenocide for
myself.  (And yes, I'm a one of the cheapskates waiting patiently for my
library to get Xenocide or for it to come out in paperback.)

Cliff Chen
raleff@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 91 05:00:51 GMT
From: jml12@cunixa.cc.columbia.edu (Jonathan M Lennox)
Subject: Re: Xenocide/Gloriously Bright

raleff@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu writes:
>I'm currently halfway through the novelette _Gloriously Bright_ and the
>thought that it might be a condensed version of the third novel hit me.
>Can anyone verify this?

Yes, it is about half of the first half of the book (the book alternates
between chapters on Path and chapters on Lusitania, and the novella has the
first half of the Path chapters.

I read G.B. before reading Xenocide, and wasn't disappointed, but if you
don't want to spoil the novel, stop reading.

Jonathan Lennox
jml12@cunixa.cc.columbia.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 91 16:15:45 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Subject: Re: Xenocide/Gloriously Bright

jml12@cunixa.cc.columbia.edu (Jonathan M Lennox) writes:
>raleff@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu writes:
>>I'm currently halfway through the novelette _Gloriously Bright_ and the
>>thought that it might be a condensed version of the third novel hit me.
>>Can anyone verify this?
>
>Yes, it is about half of the first half of the book 

To be nit-pickingly technical, Gloriously Bright is a 42,000 word excerpt
of Xenocide (which makes Gloriously Bright a novel under Nebula and Hugo
rules, not a novelette). Xenocide is 167,000 words, so it's about 1/4th of
the full book, not a half.

Yours for getting the facts correct, even when they don't really matter...

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 91 04:40:08 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Xenocide/Gloriously Bright

raleff@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu says:
>I'm currently halfway through the novelette _Gloriously Bright_ and the
>thought that it might be a condensed version of the third novel hit me.
>Can anyone verify this?

Not a "condensed version" so much as "a part".

>I was reading this thinking that it was just going to be an introduction
>of sorts for Gloriously Bright, but apparently, it has the same basic plot
>as Xenocide.

I'm confused.  Are you thinking that Gloriously Bright and Xenocide are two
different works?

>Please, someone tell me that I'm not spoiling Xenocide for myself.

Sorry, you are.  Well, maybe not *spoiling* it - "Gloriously Bright" (the
story) is pretty self-contained.

>(And yes, I'm a one of the cheapskates waiting patiently for my library to
>get Xenocide or for it to come out in paperback.)

Good for you.  As someone who paid full price, let me tell you, it's not
worth it.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 91 23:27:17 GMT
From: prince@jec308.its.rpi.edu (Ron Buckmire)
Subject: Re: Xenocide/Gloriously Bright

So did people LIKE "Xenocide" or what? I think it compares favourably with
the first two books in the series "Ender's Game" and "Speaker For The
Dead".

Ron Buckmire
11 Colvin Circle
Troy, NY 12180-3735
+1 518 276 8910
uunet!rpi.edu!prince
prince@rpitsmts.bitnet
prince@rpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 91 01:34:17 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Xenocide/Gloriously Bright

prince@jec308.its.rpi.edu (Ron Buckmire) says:
>So did people LIKE "Xenocide" or what? I think it compares favourably with
>the first two books in the series "Ender's Game" and "Speaker For The
>Dead".

I thought it was a talky, tedious, contrived letdown that nonetheless
showed flashes of real power and seriousness of purpose.  Deeper and more
ambitious than Ender or Speaker, but largely a failure.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 91 09:05:27 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Subject: Re: Xenocide/Gloriously Bright

rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson) writes:
>I thought it was a talky, tedious, contrived letdown that nonetheless
>showed flashes of real power and seriousness of purpose.  Deeper and more
>ambitious than Ender or Speaker, but largely a failure.

It read like the fourth book of the Alvin Maker series.  While this would
not be bad (since I like the AM series), Speaker was completely different
from _Prentice Alvin_, both in tone, style, and genre (supposed-science
fiction vs. alternate history and fantasy), and I had different
expectations from _Xenocide_.

Sean Eric Fagan
sef@kithrup.COM

------------------------------

From: wcstom@ccs.carleton.ca (Tom Hamill)
Date: 31 Jul 91 20:10:24 GMT
Subject: Re: Xenocide/Gloriously Bright

sef@kithrup.COM (Sean Eric Fagan) writes:
>It read like the fourth book of the Alvin Maker series.

*Fourth* book in the AM series????  What is it called? when was it
published?  How could I have missed it?

Tom Hamill
wcstom@ccs.carleton.ca

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 91 19:05:56 GMT
From: HEROY@lsuvm.bitnet (Paul Heroy)
Subject: Glen Cook

I have some good new and bad news for Glen Cook fans out there. Hmm, which
first... well, since the bad news is sort of the 'same ole' bad news, I'll
get it out of the way. The SF guy at my favorite local bookstore claimes he
spoke with one of his distributors who's in St. Louis (GC's town), and was
told that Cook tore up the start to _Glittering Stone_, the 6th Black
Company book, for the THIRD time. AAAAUUUUGGGGHHHH!!!! Excuse me. I guess I
can resort to the cliche that I'd rather have it good than late, but
geez....

The good news is that the Dread Empire books are being republished by TOR.
I picked up _Reap the East Wind_ and _An Ill Fate Marshalling_ this
weekend.  I haven't read the DE books yet, so I'm looking forward to them.
Those of you familiar with these books will realize that these are not the
*first* 2 books, they are the *last* 2 books (I think). Apparently TOR is
reprinting these books in *reverse* order! Normally I love TOR, but this
seems pretty ridiculous! Is there some kind of conspiracy to make Cook fans
suffer? (I just started reading the Illuminatus! trilogy, heh heh, you just
don't *know* all the conspiracies going on in this world ;-) Seriously,
does anyone know if there's an actual rational reason behind this
publishing order?

Paul Heroy
HEROY@LSUVM
heroy@lsuvm.sncc.lsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 91 17:35:06 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Subject: Re: Glen Cook

> The good news is that the Dread Empire books are being republished by
> TOR.  I picked up _Reap the East Wind_ and _An Ill Fate Marshalling_ this
> weekend.  I haven't read the DE books yet, so I'm looking forward to
> them. Those of you familiar with these books will realize that these are
> not the *first* 2 books, they are the *last* 2 books (I think).
> Apparently TOR is reprinting these books in *reverse* order! Normally I
> love TOR, but this seems pretty

The Fire in His Hands                    1984 0-671-45907-4
With Mercy Toward None                   1985 0-671-55925-7
A Shadow of All Night Falling            1979 0-425-04260-X
October's Baby                           1980 0-425-04532-3
All Darkness Met                         1980 0-425-04539-0
Reap the East Wind                       1987 0-812-53376-3
An Ill Fate Marshalling                  1988 0-812-53379-8

   According to my database, three different publishers have had a hand in
that series, TOR may just be republishing what they originally published,
or what they acquired first.  I remember that 425 is Berkley, 671 is Baen,
and I can't recall for sure if 812 is TOR or someone else.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 91 20:12:22 GMT
From: MLW@vax01.ams.com (Maxine L. Wolfson)
Subject: Dalkey (was Fairy Tales)

Having recently reread _The Nightengale_ i was a little surprised by chuq's
very positive recommendation.  I've read Anderson's version, have a
moderate list of eastern-style writing that I enjoy, and some background in
Japanese thought patterns, but was left very flat by _N_.

Perhaps it was the reversal of outcome in Dalkey's rendition - the original
leaves the nightingale a free entity.  The Anderson tale is about freedom,
Dalkey's story, imho, centers on duty, but still has the temerity to fall
into the pattern of a modern boy-meets-girl story.

Having read it 4 or 5 times, all I can say is tastes ok, not very
(ful)filling.{8-)

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 91 02:23:23 GMT
From: mlelias@miavx2.ham.muohio.edu (Mike Elias)
Subject: Re: Ring of Allaire, anybody read it?

aru@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Sri Ramkrishna) writes:
> Has anybody read the series 'Ring of Allaire' by Susan Dexter???  I
> really liked it, mostly because of the main character, because I was
> certainly able to understand the persona.  At times, I thought 'my god,
> he's got the same problems I do and handles them the same way'.  Other
> times it was different.  Has anybody read it?  It's out of print now, I
> wish she would write some books, she really matured through that series.
> It was a nice tale and it didn't even have a 'triumphant ending' more
> like, 'well, we saved the world from destruction for now'.  It was good
> read...

   I hadn't known that it was a series.  I thought that it was just a
single novel.  It was a pretty good book, though it was not a GREAT book,
but worth the time to read it.  Some of the characters were pretty simple.
Well, ALL of them were actually.  Everybody except for the little boy's
mother, but she wasn't in the book that long.

Mike Elias          
Miami University of Oxford, Oh.
Mlelias@Miavx9.Bitnet

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1, resent,,
Summary-line:  1-Aug  overs-request@rutgers.edu  #SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #338
Received: by elbereth.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.4/3.08) 
	id AA02649; Thu, 1 Aug 91 09:08:35 EDT
Date: Thu, 1 Aug 91 09:08:35 EDT
Message-Id: <9108011308.AA02649@elbereth.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #338
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Thu, 1 Aug 91 09:08:35 EDT
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #338
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest           Thursday, 1 Aug 1991       Volume 16 : Issue 338

Today's Topics:

                         Administrivia - Archives,
			 Books - Cherryh (9 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Thu, 1 Aug 91 08:38:18 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Archives

One of the long standing traditions of SF-LOVERS is keeping back issues and
related files in a publicly accessible area.  The SF-LOVERS archives are
currently stored on ELBERETH.RUTGERS.EDU (128.6.4.61) which is a unix
machine.  The archives are currently available to anyone with FTP access to
this machine.

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Previously BITNET sites could not get access to the
archives.  This is no longer true.  Please see below for instructions on
how to access the archives.

Please do not send mail asking me to mail you files from the archives.
They are way too big to be transmitted via mail without getting various
system administrators on the network extremely upset.  Anyone who wants
access to the archives that does not have access to FTP on their machine,
may follow the instructions given below for BITNET subscribers.

Note: The machine you are connecting to is a unix machine.  As with all
unix machines, it is case sensitive.  This means that filenames and
directory names *must* be entered as given.

Instructions for INTERNET users:

To access the archives, you need to login with ftp using the anonymous
login function.  Below is a sample session (The "%" and "ftp>" are prompts,
yours may vary):

% ftp elbereth.rutgers.edu
Connected to elbereth.rutgers.edu.
220 elbereth.rutgers.edu FTP server
Name (elbereth.rutgers.edu:<userid>): anonymous
331 Guest login ok, send ident as password.
Password:
230 Guest login ok, access restrictions apply.
ftp> cd pub/sfl
ftp> get <filename>
ftp> quit

Instructions for BITNET users:

To access the archives, the principle is the same however it must be
handled via mail since there is no way to do it interactively.  You can
send mail to BITFTP@PUCC.BITNET with the following as the text of the
message:

FTP elbereth.rutgers.edu
USER anonymous
CD pub/sfl
GET <filename>

You will probably get two mail messages back.  One from the server itself
informing you that the request went through and the other will be the
actual file retrieved.  I haven't tried this for multiple files so I don't
know if each file retrieved comes back as a separate message or not.

The files in the archives are generally too large to send through normal
mail so please do not ask for copies to be sent to you through
mail.  If you cannot access the archives through one of the methods given
above, then, for the present, you will not be able to gain access to these
files.  

 Below is a partial list of the files that are currently available in the
archives:

Episode Guides:

   20 blakes7.guide
   18 doctor-who.guide
   18 galactica.guide       
   10 galactica80.guide     
   36 lost-in-space.guide
    6 max-headroom.guide        [Incomplete]
   28 new-twilight-zone.guide   [Possibly incomplete]
   22 outerlimits.guide
   10 prisoner.guide
   24 quantum-leap.guide
    8 red-dwarf.guide
   14 space:1999.guide
   12 star-blazers.guide
   14 star-trek-animated.guide
   66 star-trek-tng.guide       [updated with fourth season episodes]
   26 star-trek.guide
    6 tomorrow-people.guide
   70 twilight-zone.guide

Text Files:

   20 amber-timeline.txt
   64 amber.parody          [parody of the Zelazny's Amber series]
   68 argon.txt
*  48 cons.txt              [as of July 4 - new version in progress]
   32 decwars.txt
   24 down-in-flames.txt
   86 hitch-hikers-guide-to-the-net.txt
   20 hugos.txt
    8 klingonaase.txt
    6 nebulas.txt
    4 saturn.txt
   92 the-enchanted-duplicator.txt
    4 world-fantasy-awards.txt

Back Issues of SF-LOVERS:

   1872 sf-lovers.v1
   1904 sf-lovers.v2
   1856 sf-lovers.v3
   1760 sf-lovers.v4
    816 sf-lovers.v5
   1744 sf-lovers.v6
    592 sf-lovers.v7
   1648 sf-lovers.v8
   3600 sf-lovers.v9
   7472 sf-lovers.v10
   6752 sf-lovers.v11
   4944 sf-lovers.v12a
   4000 sf-lovers.v12b
   6000 sf-lovers.v13
   7568 sf-lovers.v14
   4352 sf-lovers.v15a  [Jan 1990 - June 1990]
   3456 sf-lovers.v15b  [July 1990 - December 1990]

Also in the archives: the author lists provided and maintained by John Wenn
are available in the directory pub/sfl/authorlists.  The list for each
author is contained in its own file with the filenames being in the form:
Lastname.Firstname, e.g. Niven.Larry (Please remember, unix filenames are
case sensitive).  Many of the authorlists have recently been updated.  The
complete set of authorlists are also available in the main archive
directory in convenient unix compressed tar format as sf-authors.tar.Z
 
A few notes about the files.  The number that appears to the left of the
file, is the size of the file in kilobytes.  All of the back issues except
for volume 1 are in BABYL mail format.  The first volume, sf-lovers.v1,
includes a number of messages from the early days before digests and there
is much of "historical" interest.

The current volume is Volume 16.  Old issues of this volume may be found in
the same directory as the archives.  They are in the files sf-lovers.xxxyy
where "xxx" is the month of publication and "yy" is the current year.  For
more recent back issues, send your request to
SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
 
Files in the archives that have been modified within the last month or are
new entries are denoted with a "*" in the lists above.  If anyone notes any
errors or would like to supply missing information, please write to
SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jul 91 22:04:07 GMT
From: mwinters@yoyodyne.ncsa.uiuc.edu (Mary Winters)
Subject: Re: Review request:  C.J. Cherryh

slh5087@zeus.tamu.edu writes:
>I am a fairly well-read science fiction buff (don't care much for
>fantasy).  One author that I have consistently avoided, for no particular
>reason (except maybe for her abundance of fantasy books) is C.J. Cherryh.
>I am aware that she writes sf as well (e.g. _Downbelow Station_ and
>_Cyteen_).  I would be very interested in hearing from anyone who has read
>Cherryh's science fiction.  What do you think?  If you like it, I would
>appreciate you advice as to what to try first of hers, and possibly a
>recommended reading list.

Well, I've read the first book of Cyteen and part of the second. That's all
I managed before getting bogged down (i.e., BORED!) with the politics and
detailed plot descriptions/twists. Some people like this in their sf, I
don't.  Which made Fiest & Wurts _Daughter of the Empire_ a surprise, since
it has these and I still enjoyed it.  I guess for me there is a fine line
between enough politics to make a story interesting and so much politics
that the STORY gets lost.  I haven't read any of her fantasy - I always
assumed she just wrote sf.  I'll have to look into her further, I guess!
;-)

Mary Winters
mwinters@ncsa.uiuc.edu
mwinters@yoyodyne.ncsa.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 91 00:56:06 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Re: Review request:  C.J. Cherryh

slh5087@zeus writes:
>I am a fairly well-read science fiction buff (don't care much for
>fantasy).  One author that I have consistently avoided, for no particular
>reason (except maybe for her abundance of fantasy books) is C.J. Cherryh.
>I am aware that she writes sf as well (e.g. _Downbelow Station_ and
>_Cyteen_).  I would be very interested in hearing from anyone who has read
>Cherryh's science fiction.  What do you think?  If you like it, I would
>appreciate you advice as to what to try first of hers, and possibly a
>recommended reading list.

I have only read _Cyteen_ and _Pride of Chanur_ so far.

PoC is unique in that the main characters are all non-human, and in fact,
only one human appears in the story.  Unfortunately, there are lots of
species of aliens in this story, and important characters from 4 of the
races (not counting the human!).  I had trouble distinguishing them all.
On top of that, there are several main Hani characters (the species of our
hero), and lots of politics.  Obviously, you can't fault it for a
simplistic plot or background, but I found it to be slow going, and the
story not especially compelling.

_Cyteen_ is quite different.  It is set mostly on a single world, and only
human characters, which helps a lot.  The plot is rather complex, but I
found the events in the book quite engaging.  It is a bit slow going at
first, but I found it picked up once the original "Ari" was killed.  I'd
recommend this one. Don't be scared off by its length - it's worth it.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 91 01:10:36 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Re: Review request:  C.J. Cherryh

mwinters@yoyodyne (Mary Winters) writes:
>Well, I've read the first book of Cyteen and part of the second. That's
>all I managed before getting bogged down (i.e., BORED!) with the politics
>and detailed plot descriptions/twists. Some people like this in their sf,
>I don't. Which made Fiest & Wurts _Daughter of the Empire_ a surprise,
>since it has these and I still enjoyed it. I guess for me there is a fine
>line between enough politics to make a story interesting and so much
>politics that the STORY gets lost. I haven't read any of her fantasy - I
>always assumed she just wrote sf...I'll have to look into her further, I
>guess! ;-)

Well, since I just posted a favorable review of _Cyteen_, I guess I'll do a
bit to defend it.  For me, the interesting part of the book was not the
politics.  The part I found facinating was the idea of attempting to
re-create another person's personality by duplicating as closely as
possible their environment growing up.  Naturally, I found the book rather
slow until Ari-1 was dead.  After that, I was fascinated.

As a contrast, the thing I found most interesting in _Pride of Chanur_ was
the Hani's reaction and interaction with Tully.  Unfortunately, he's really
a minor character (although a pivotal plot element, of course).

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 91 04:34:01 GMT
From: deveaux@tramp.colorado.edu (Brandon Wolfe)
Subject: Re: Review request:  C.J. Cherryh

On the other side of the coin, I've only read CJ's fantasy stuff.  Never
seemed to be able to get into her SF.

If you don't mind reading fantasy then check out her _Gate_ Series:

_Gate of Ivrel_
_Well of Shiloh_
_The Fires of Azeroth_
_Exile's Gate_

These are some of the better fantasy I've ever read.  The first and last
are *particularly* good.  CJ does a very good job of character development
and psychology throughout the series.

There is also a comic adaption of the first half of _Gate of Ivrel_.  It's
done by Jane Fancher.  I found the graphic novels to be very true to the
book (unlike many adaptions), and it gave an added dimension of life to the
characters and story.  The art's pretty damned impressive too!!

Brandon

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 91 14:53:44 GMT
From: mwinters@yoyodyne.ncsa.uiuc.edu (Mary Winters)
Subject: Re: Review request:  C.J. Cherryh

dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann) writes:
>Well, since I just posted a favorable review of _Cyteen_, I guess I'll do
>a bit to defend it.  For me, the interesting part of the book was not the
>politics.  The part I found fascinating was the idea of attempting to
>re-create another person's personality by duplicating as closely as
>possible their environment growing up.  Naturally, I found the book rather
>slow until Ari-1 was dead.  After that, I was facinated.

I thought the idea of re-creating a person equally fascinating - that's
what made me pick up the book in the first place. If I remember right, I
only got a couple of chapters into the part after Ari-1 dies, so maybe I
just need to try again. You say that after that you were fascinated - does
that mean that the story picks up? If so I definitely have to reread this -
like you say, the concept is fascinating! ;-)

Mary Winters
mwinters@ncsa.uiuc.edu
mwinters@yoyodyne.ncsa.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 91 16:25:24 GMT
From: peter@viewlogic.com (Peter Colby)
Subject: Re: Review request:  C.J. Cherryh

slh5087@zeus.tamu.edu writes:
> I am a fairly well-read science fiction buff (don't care much for
> fantasy).  One author that I have consistently avoided, for no particular
> reason (except maybe for her abundance of fantasy books) is C.J. Cherryh.
> I am aware that she writes sf as well (e.g. _Downbelow Station_ and
> _Cyteen_).  I would be very interested in hearing from anyone who has
> read Cherryh's science fiction.  What do you think?  If you like it, I
> would appreciate you advice as to what to try first of hers, and possibly
> a recommended reading list.

   Huh?? The only books by Cherryh that I might consider fantasy rather
than SF would be the Morgaine series - and thinking about it, I wouldn't
even call those fantasy. That's 4 out of what, 30 odd? Maybe you're
thinking of Tanith Lee.
   Anyway, I would recommend ANY of Cherryh's books. Start with the recent
stuff, it is easier to find - _Cyteen_ (3 books), the Chanur series (4
books, the first is an individual, the other three are acutally one broken
into 3 for publication purposes.) _40,000 In Gahenna_ (?). You'll have to
get a bibliography somewhere else, my memory for titles is horrible.

Peter C
peter@viewlogic.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 91 18:14:39 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Review request:  C.J. Cherryh

mwinters@yoyodyne.ncsa.uiuc.edu (Mary Winters):
>I thought the idea of re-creating a person equally fascinating - that's
>what made me pick up the book in the first place. If I remember right, I
>only got a couple of chapters into the part after Ari-1 dies, so maybe I
>just need to try again. You say that after that you were fascinated - does
>that mean that the story picks up? If so I definitely have to reread this
>- like you say, the concept is fascinating! ;-)

It does pick up, once Ari-2 is born.  And is definitely worth the wait.

The central question in Cyteen is not "How can we duplicate a person" so
much as "How can we duplicate a character's creative genius".  This
question is explored, often implicitly, in great depth.  Take a look at the
other important characters in the story: They are all distorted mirror
images of Ari - controls, if you will.  People with similar backgrounds
who have not achieved her attainments, people with different backgrounds
who have, people whose genius is comparable to hers but has been channeled
differently, failed replications, partial replications - this book has a
remarkable amount of meat.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 91 19:26:15 GMT
From: zawadzme@wblyc.dnet.dupont.com (Mark E. Zawadzki)
Subject: RE: C.J. Cherryh

  I don't have much time but, any S-F reading of Ms. Cherryh must start
with "Downbelow Station", as many of her later works (as in "Rimrunners",
"Merchanter's Luck"...) use the universe/history set up here as a jumping
off point.

Mark Zawadzki
E.I. Dupont De Nemours and Co.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 91 03:41:24 GMT
From: m1phm02@mfsss1.frb.gov (Patrick H. McAllister)
Subject: Re: Review request:  C.J. Cherryh

Most of what I would call reasonable pure science fiction from C.J.
Cherryh, including all but one or two of the book-length pieces with which
I am familiar, are in the "Alliance-Union" universe of _Downbelow_Station_.
Her portrayal of the development of this universe is moderately believable
(technically), but technology is more or less stagnant after _DS_ for no
apparent reason. The focus of these books is neither on technological
developments themselves, however, nor on their social consequences, but
rather on portraying what life would be like for a variety of people in her
world.

For me, this strategy works reasonable well.  I am rather fed up with SF in
which characters are perpetually saving the world/civilization/the universe
from destruction at the hands of an evil genius/nasty aliens/some cosmic
cataclysm.  It is refreshing to find an author who is interested in
treating ordinary people and in writing about their lives.

Her writing style is workmanlike but not especially inventive.  Plots are
tight, with little extraneous material.  Her characters are usually under a
lot of stress, as she will have tightened the focus of a book down to a few
crucial events.  This makes for fast and somewhat compelling reading, but I
sometimes find her books a bit too relentless for my taste - I would
appreciate a few pages of relaxation here and there, while the characters
go to the local bar, have a few beers, and wind down.  Focusing as tightly
on the crucial events as she does also makes her characters seem a bit
one-sided.

On the whole, C.J. Cherryh is an author whom I enjoy pretty well, and
intend to keep up with for the foreseeable future.  (The part of this
analysis that has to do with writing style also applies to her "Gates"
fantasy stories, although the subject matter there is of course quite
different.)

Pat McAllister      
Federal Reserve Board
Washington, DC 20551)
(202) 452-2443
m1phm02@fed.frb.gov
uunet!fed!m1phm02

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

                    Administrivia - Call for Votes,
		    Books - Feist & Harrison (7 msgs) &
                            Henderson (4 msgs) & 
                            Reviews (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Thu, 1 Aug 91 08:38:18 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: CFV - Split Proposal

As you may remember, for the last month or so I have been talking about a
movement on the USEnet side of the gateway to remove the sf-lovers news
group and replace it with several subgroups.  The full details of the
proposal along with some summaries of the discussion were announced here
and are still available in the archive directory as "split.proposal" and
"proposal2.txt."

Recently, the discussion period has officially come to an end and a call
for votes as been sent out.  A copy of the full call for votes, including
the ballot is in the archives as "cfv.txt" for anyone who wishes to see
what the discussions finally led to or for those who wish to vote.  Full
instructions on voting are contained in the file and must be followed for
your vote to count.

While the vote may or may not be meaningful to you since you do not see the
individual groups involved, it is important to keep in mind that this
Digest and the USEnet group rec.arts.sf-lovers have always been linked so
that people on both networks can share in the discussion.  Anything that
affects the USEnet newsgroups is likely to affect the Digest in some way.
I am deliberately attempting to remain as neutral as possible here so as
not to be accused of influencing votes in any fashion.

For those of you interested in voting, you are welcome to do so by
carefully following the directions.  I would appreciate it however, if you
could send a copy of your ballot to SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.  How you
vote may influence what happens with the Digest after the vote.  If you
prefer to keep your ballot confidential but still wish to comment or make
suggestions, you are welcome to send mail to the above address.

And now that all of the boring adminstrivia stuff is out of the way for
this month, back to the discussion!

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jul 91 20:12:32 GMT
From: jimvons@dbase.a-t.com (Jim von Schmacht)
Subject: Re: Feist

alangton@suna.mqcc.mq.oz.au (Andrew Langton) writes:
>  I'm a great Feist fan, read the Riftwar Saga & Empire books (with Janny
>Wurts) and loved 'em all.  One thing I was thinking about, though:
>
>  Pug/Milamber's little scene in the arena.  He was supposedly acting in
>the interests of the Empire, but how could he be doing this by killing
>hundreds of people?

His reasoning was adequately explained in the text.  For him, the Empire is
tantamount in his considerations, not individual lives.  If the Empire is
diseased, it must be cleansed by whatever means necessary, in this case,
the amputation of a LOT of people, and the forced suicide of the current
Warlord.  It was well thought out and explained, IMHO (humble... yeah,
right.)  Good books, though.

Jim von Schmacht
Ashton Tate Corporation

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jul 91 23:42:24 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Stainless Steel Rat

resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor) writes:
>gt6502a@prism.gatech.EDU (gt6502a BLAKE,JASON) writes:
>>Anybody out there have any comments on the "Stainless Steel Rat" series?
>>I am thinking about purchasing from a book club. I've heard several good
>>things about it, but I just wanted to get some more opinions.
>
>Get them. Steal them. They're great. Slippery Jim DiGriz ("The Stainless
>Steel Rat") is my hero. Don't expect perfect science. Do expect marvelous
>humor and a unique character.

Right. Although really it's (as usual) the first book that is fabulous.
The following books do not decline as rapidly as series usually do, but
neither do they get better IMHO.

Of course, I lost track; there are more than 3 now, aren't there?

At any rate, very popular stuff.

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 91 02:50:12 GMT
From: mlelias@miavx2.ham.muohio.edu (Mike Elias)
Subject: Re: Stainless Steel Rat

gt6502a@prism.gatech.EDU (Jason Blake) writes:
>Anybody out there have any comments on the "Stainless Steel Rat" series? I
>am thinking about purchasing from a book club. I've heard several good
>things about it, but I just wanted to get some more opinions.

   The original SSR's are very entertaining.  They contain irreverant
humor, lots of James Bond'ish action, and even a beautiful woman. (Well,
really several beautiful women, but the SSR's wife has a temper, so he
better not notice.)  Best of all, it takes pokes at the establishment, any
one that shows itself.

   But, I never really liked 'A Stainless Steel Rat is Born'.  It just
didn't have the same old 'zip'.

Mike Elias          
Miami University of Oxford, Oh.
Mlelias@Miavx9.Bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 91 14:58:59 GMT
From: pss1@wayne.unh.edu (Paul S Secinaro)
Subject: Re: Stainless Steel Rat

If you like the SSR books, also check out Harrison's _Star Smashers of the
Galaxy Rangers_.  This is a great spoof of pulp sci-fi.  All I remember
about it was that the heroes (two Clean Cut American Teenagers) flew around
had a spaceship that was a modified 747.  There was also this weapon called
the Cheddite Projector, which did something really funny, but I forget
what.

Paul Secinaro
Synthetic Vision and Pattern Analysis Lab
Dept. of Computer and Electrical Engineering
University of New Hampshire
(603) 862-3287
pss1@kepler.unh.edu
p_secinaro@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 91 15:13:34 GMT
From: steinarb@idt.unit.no (Steinar Bang)
Subject: Re: Stainless Steel Rat

doug@netcom.COM (Doug Merritt) said:
> Of course, I lost track; there are more than 3 now, aren't there?

The first: "The Stainless Steel Rat": VERY GOOD!
The second: <forgot the title, "The SSR's Revenge"?>: OK!

Then there are two pretty indifferent books, ("The SSR saves the world" and
"The SSR Wants You!"

Then the series came back on track again with: "The SSR for President!",
the most hilarious in the series, IMHO!

Book #6: "A SSR is Born" : about the SSR's youth: a bit indifferent again,
but the saga took an upturn again with:

Book #7: "The SSR gets drafted", which continues where #6 left off.  This
one is GOOD!

All opinions IMHO, of course!

Steinar Bang
steinarb@idt.unit.no 

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 91 19:00:51 GMT
From: pmoloney@unix1.tcd.ie (Paul Michael Moloney)
Subject: Re: Stainless Steel Rat

On the subject of the Rat, I've heards from Harry that they are finally
_almost_ _certainly_ making a film of it. The backers have a budget of #15
million, so unless anything drastic goes wrong, it should be filming next
year. Harry is possibly doing the screenplay.

Paul Moloney
Trinity College
Dublin
PMOLONEY%vax1.tcd.ie@pucc.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 91 19:37:32 GMT
From: cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin)
Subject: Re: Stainless Steel Rat

Harrison lacks the ability to control his savage and infectious sense of
self-parody.  SSR I was fairly well-done pulp, with some nice black humor;
_SSR Gets Drafted_, the last I know of, reads like Ian Fleming trying to
imitate Piers Anthony.  The running jokes start to curdle on their feet and
molt into truly abominable puns.

My guess is that Harrison needs the money, and uses the self-parody to keep
his conscience in hand.

When I was twelve, though, it was pretty kick-ass reading.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 91 11:35:05 GMT
From: dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton)
Subject: Re: Stainless Steel Rat

Paul S Secinaro writes:
> If you like the SSR books, also check out Harrison's _Star Smashers of
> the Galaxy Rangers_.  This is a great spoof of pulp sci-fi.  All I
> remember about it was that the heroes (two Clean Cut American Teenagers)
> flew around had a spaceship that was a modified 747.  There was also this
> weapon called the Cheddite Projector, which did something really funny,
> but I forget what.

That was their space drive. Only worked on some special form of Cheddar
Cheese. Awesome story. :^). Well, when I was 15 it was 'hot stuff'. So was
E.E. 'Doc' Smith's Lensman and Skylark series, so make up your own mind!

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jul 91 15:42:22 GMT
From: randi@sporty.col.oh.us (Randi Pollard)
Subject: book request, Zenna Henderson?

Many years ago I read a few short stories about The People.  They had to
leave their home world and one or more of their ships crashed here.  The
people had lots of mental powers, i.e. TP, TK, Telepathy, etc.  I think
they were written by Zenna Henderson.  Is there anything else about the
People and is there a collection of these stories anywhere?

Randi Pollard
5014-A Coventry Dr.
Columbus, OH  43232
614-863-4801
sporty!randi@ursa-major.spdcc.com  
randi@sporty.uucp                  
randi@sporty.col.oh.us             

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 91 23:03:47 GMT
From: margaret@cs.arizona.edu (Margaret Newman)
Subject: Re: book request, Zenna Henderson?

randi@sporty.col.oh.us (Randi Pollard) writes:
> Many years ago I read a few short stories about The People.  They had to
> leave their home world and one or more of their ships crashed here.  The
> people had lots of mental powers, i.e. TP, TK, Telepathy, etc.  I think
> they were written by Zenna Henderson.  Is there anything else about the
> People and is there a collection of these stories anywhere?

There were a few books, one I remember was a collection of stories
concerning The People and various adventures.  The other was (is) Zenna
Henderson.  There was a rather bad tv movie made with William Shatner, and
Kim Darby - remeber it?

I'm not sure if I still have the books at home.  It was a long time ago
that I read them, too.  Anyway, try a used bookstore.  I'm sure you could
find something of The People there.

These are excellent books.  I hope you find them.

margaret@cs.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 91 00:50:28 GMT
From: kelda@milton.u.washington.edu (Kelly Doran)
Subject: Re: book request, Zenna Henderson?

randi@sporty.col.oh.us (Randi Pollard) writes:
>Many years ago I read a few short stories about The People.  They had to
>leave their home world and one or more of their ships crashed here.  The
>people had lots of mental powers, i.e. TP, TK, Telepathy, etc.  I think
>they were written by Zenna Henderson.  Is there anything else about the
>People and is there a collection of these stories anywhere?

   _Pilgrimage: the book of the People_
   _No Different Flesh_

These are the two all-People-story collections; Pilgrimage has about 6-8
short stories, including the ones that the TV movie was based on, and No
Different Flesh has five, all taking place after the ones in Pilgrimage.

   _The Anything Box_
   _Holding Wonder_

These have one or two People stories, the rest are still good though.

Kelly Doran
kelda@milton.u.washington.edu

 

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 91 11:22:29 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (The Film Fan Man)
Subject: Re: book request, Zenna Henderson?

randi@sporty.col.oh.us (Randi Pollard) writes:
>Many years ago I read a few short stories about The People. They had to
>leave their home world and one or more of their ships crashed here. The
>people had lots of mental powers, i.e. TP, TK, Telepathy, etc. I think
>they were written by Zenna Henderson. Is there anything else about the
>People and is there a collection of these stories anywhere?

Zenna Henderson wrote a number of stories about The People. Most of them
are collected into two books: PILGRIMAGE: THE BOOK OF THE PEOPLE and THE
PEOPLE: NO DIFFERENT FLESH. Another People story can be found in another
collection of hers called HOLDING WONDER. (And to round out the set,
there's also a fourth collection, sans People stories, titled THE ANYTHING
BOX.)

There are also a couple of other, uncollected People stories that appeared
in THE MAGAZINE OF FANTASY & SCIENCE FICTION in the 70's, as well as a few
uncollected non-People stories.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: Mon, 22 Jul 91 11:39 EDT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

June 1991 catchup, part 2

Title: The Kalif's War
Author: John Dalmas
Publisher: Baen
Date: June 1991
Format: paperback, 392p US $4.95
ISBN: 0-671-72067-7

   At the end of _The_White_Regiment_, the Karghanik Empire was all set to
follow up its invasion of Terfreya.  In this book, we see what follows -
from the Karghanik side.  This switcheroo lends flavor to what might
otherwise be a relatively dull dish of palace politics, intrigue, and one
coup d'etat.  The result probably won't win Dalmas any new fans but should
please his present ones.

Title: Event Horizon
Author: Jack McKinney
Publisher: DelRey
Date: June 1991
Format: paperback, 310p US $4.95
ISBN: 0-345-370753-8

   This book, which might otherwise be just another plucky-Earthman-makes-
good-in-the-big-bad-galaxy yarn, is saved from mediocrity by the author's
dry wit and keen ear for the tropes of pop culture.  McKinney's future is a
funhouse mirror reflecting our present to satirical effect that you'll miss
if you read this as straight adventure (the scenes in which McKinney
dissects the life cycle of a junk SF series suspiciously resembling some
he's had a hand in are particularly funny).  Be warned that this book is
itself #1 of a projected series but, read it anyhow.

Title: The Singers of Time
Authors: Frederik Pohl & Jack Williamson
Publisher: Doubleday
Date: February 1991
Format: paperback, 358p US $10.95
ISBN: 0-385-41526-5

   As usual, the Pohl/Williamson team has given us a big-screen space
opera, chrome and tailfins and all.  This one is maybe a little better
written and quieter than _Wall_Around_A_Star_ and other predecessors.  And
there are some truly neat ideas in it (the nature of the omniscient
narrators called the aiodoi will come as an interesting surprise).  All the
same, there are too many McGuffins floating around loose.  Humans as
clients of a race of super-technologists, OK, but how the fleepin' hell did
the Turtles get lightspeed drives and all their other neat stuff without
quantum mechanics?  No plans for sequel are indicated, but I hope there'll
be one just to explain some of the mysteries still left hanging out at
tale's end.

------------------------------

From: ecl@mtgzy.att.com
Date: Tue, 23 Jul 91 11:04 EDT
Subject: THE FANTASTIC ADVENTURES OF ROBIN HOOD edited by Martin H. Greenberg

   THE FANTASTIC ADVENTURES OF ROBIN HOOD edited by Martin H. Greenberg
		 Signet, 1991, ISBN 0-451-17053-9, $3.99.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   With all the fuss about Robin Hood generated now by the release of ROBIN
HOOD, PRINCE OF THIEVES, it's not surprising that an anthology of Robin
Hood stories would be released.  And just as the movie failed to live up to
its expectations, so does the book.

   Part of the problem may be the cover blurb, which bills this as
"Thirteen Fantastic Writers Offer Glimpses into Alternate Worlds." I guess
alternate histories must be popular if that's what the blurb writers think
will sell the book, but these are *not* (with one exception) alternate
history stories and shouldn't be billed as such.  (Not to mention the
misleading cover of Robin Hood dressed in Sherwood green against the New
York City skyline - only two stories even come close to matching that
cover and they don't.) Mostly the stories are old ideas: Robin Hood's
Jewish mother complaining to her mah-jongg group about her son (frankly, I
thought the complaining Jewish mother stereotype had been laid to rest a
while ago, but no, it's trotted out here in a totally inappropriate
context), Robin Hood comes back to teach a boy how to fight off the
bullies, what appears to be a Robin Hood role-playing game as a security
system on a computer (I swear I'm NOT making this up), and so on.  And
while the first "Muffy Birnbaum" story may have been cute, if I never see
another one again it will be too soon (a shopping duel?!).

   There are some acceptable stories.  "One-Eyed King" by Nancy A. Collins
features the sex and gore that have come to be associated with her name
(let's hope the parents of the teenagers who buy this don't read this one!)
and is well-done, but too graphic for my taste.  (I also found the ending
unbelievable, but I could be wrong.)  Laura Resnick's "Avant Vanguard" was
a lot of fun, even if something similar was done a hundred years ago by S.
C. (M. T.).  (I'm trying to avoid spoilers here; if you read the story this
will make sense.)  On the other hand, two good stories do not an anthology
make, and like the movie that inspired this, THE FANTASTIC ADVENTURES OF
ROBIN HOOD is a big disappointment.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------
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Date: 1 Aug 91 16:37:15 GMT
From: bims@diku.dk (Asger H|gsted)
Subject: Doug Adams biography???

Can anyone give me a complete list of Douglas Adams' works?

I know of the four Hitchhiker books (and that there's a new one on its
way) and the two Dirk Gently books.

Any more?

All replies by E-mail, please.

Thanks ahead

Asger Hoegsted
Comp. Science
University of Copenhagen
Denmark
bims@freja.diku.dk

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 91 18:23:00 GMT
From: LGMUSA@gallua.bitnet (LARRY MUSA)
Subject: David Brin

A friend of mine was recommending that I read David Brin. My question is,
how good is he and his books? Where should I begin?

Larry Musa
Gallaudet University
P.O. Box 1146       
800 Fla. Ave., N.E.     
Wash. D.C. 20002-3625
11LMUSASUNDA@GALLUA.BITNET
LGMUSA@GALLUA.BITNET
11lmusas@gallux.gallaudet.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 91 22:39:38 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: David Brin

LGMUSA@gallua.BITNET (LARRY MUSA):
>A friend of mine was recommending that I read David Brin. My question is,
>how good is he and his books? Where should I begin?

Begin at the beginning.  Read until you get to the end.  Then stop.

Alternatively, read "Startide Rising", which was probably the best novel of
its year.  If you like it, look at Brin's other books, including a prequel
("Sundiver") and a sequel ("The Uplift War") to SR.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 91 14:22:11 GMT
From: leo@ph.tn.tudelft.nl (Leo Breebaart)
Subject: Re: David Brin

dani@netcom.COM (Dani Zweig) writes:
> [...] read "Startide Rising", which was probably the best novel of its
> year.  If you like it, look at Brin's other books, including a prequel
> ("Sundiver") and a sequel ("The Uplift War") to SR.

In case some people are put off by Dani's use of the words 'prequel' and
'sequel', I would like to point out that the three books are not a series
or n-ology in the usual sense of the words.

The three books do take place in the same universe, and their plots are all
heavily influenced by the peculiarities of that universe, but other than
that there are no connections. Different worlds, different plots, different
characters, different races.

While I am on the subject anyway, let me also hasten to mention that Brin
is in my opinion an excellent writer. 'Sundiver' is less than perfect: I
think he was still learning to write at the time; but the other two novels
are definitely recommended.

Leo Breebaart
leo @ ph.tn.tudelft.nl

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 91 17:53:13 GMT
From: rangarajan-anand@cs.yale.edu (Anand Rangarajan)
Subject: Re: David Brin


leo@ph.tn.tudelft.nl (Leo Breebaart) writes:
> In case some people are put off by Dani's use of the words 'prequel' and
> 'sequel', I would like to point out that the three books are not a series
> or n-ology in the usual sense of the words.
> 
> The three books do take place in the same universe, and their plots are
> all heavily influenced by the peculiarities of that universe, but other
> than that there are no connections. Different worlds, different plots,
> different characters, different races.

   While "The Uplift War" and "Startide Rising" do not have much in common,
"The Uplift War" could never have taken place but for the events in
"Startide Rising". Without giving anything anyway, some of the events in
"Startide Rising" are tangentially referred to in "The Uplift War".  And to
continue pointlessly nitpicking, the Thennanin and Gubru show up in "The
Uplift War" as well as in "Startide Rising" along with an amusing
appearance by Buolt of the Thennanin in both books. But Leo Breebart is
correct in that the feel of "The Uplift War" is completely different from
"Startide Rising" even though it chronologically follows right after
"Startide.." (with some overlap).

Anand Rangarajan
rangarajan-anand@cs.yale.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 91 18:36:26 GMT
From: jefft@athena.mit.edu (Jeff Tang)
Subject: Re: David Brin

rangarajan-anand@cs.yale.edu (Anand Rangarajan) writes:
>While "The Uplift War" and "Startide Rising" do not have much in common,
>"The Uplift War" could never have taken place but for the events in
>"Startide Rising". Without giving anything anyway, some of the events in
>"Startide Rising" are tangentially referred to in "The Uplift War".  And
>to continue pointlessly nitpicking, the Thennanin and Gubru show up in
>"The Uplift War" as well as in "Startide Rising" along with an amusing
>appearance by Buolt of the Thennanin in both books. But Leo Breebart is
>correct in that the feel of "The Uplift War" is completely different from
>"Startide Rising" even though it chronologically follows right after
>"Startide.." (with some overlap).

There's also a small paragraph in Startide Rising where Orley thinks about
or gets an image of some of the things happening in Uplift War

Jeff Tang
jefft@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 91 18:31:38 GMT
From: pss1@wayne.unh.edu (Paul S Secinaro)
Subject: Re: David Brin

leo@ph.tn.tudelft.nl writes:
>The three books do take place in the same universe, and their plots are
>all heavily influenced by the peculiarities of that universe, but other
>than that there are no connections. Different worlds, different plots,
>different characters, different races.
>
>While I am on the subject anyway, let me also hasten to mention that Brin
>is in my opinion an excellent writer. 'Sundiver' is less than perfect: I
>think he was still learning to write at the time; but the other two novels
>are definitely recommended.

Well, _The Uplift War_, as I recall, takes place right at the time of
_Startide Rising_, and deals with the war that got started in the earlier
book.  I would hope that Brin is intending to tie everything together at
some point - he leaves a lot of loose ends.

I didn't care much for _The Uplift War_.  It was too long, for one thing,
and I was put off by the graphic descriptions of the sexual habits of,
among other species, chimpanzees.  Brin was starting to worry me for a
while there in terms of his ...ummm... preferences.:-)

I like Brin, but I thought this book was way overrated.  I just hope he
doesn't keep us waiting too much longer for a sequel.  I want to know who
the Progenitors are!

Paul Secinaro
Synthetic Vision and Pattern Analysis Lab
Dept. of Computer and Electrical Engineering
University of New Hampshire
(603) 862-3287
pss1@kepler.unh.edu
p_secinaro@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 91 21:41:26 GMT
From: francis@zaphod.uchicago.edu (Francis Stracke)
Subject: Re: David Brin

Why are you guys only talking about the Uplift stuff?

There's also _The River of Time_ (anthology--decent), _The Practice Effect_
(amusing), _Earth_ (quite good), and _The Postman_ (truly awe-inspiring).

Francis Stracke
Department of Mathematics
University of Chicago
francis@zaphod.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 91 22:12:19 GMT
From: espie@grebe.stanford.edu (Marc Espie)
Subject: Re: David Brin

pss1@wayne.unh.edu (Paul S Secinaro) writes:
>Well, _The Uplift War_, as I recall, takes place right at the time of
>_Startide Rising_, and deals with the war that got started in the earlier
>book.  I would hope that Brin is intending to tie everything together at
>some point - he leaves a lot of loose ends.
>
>I didn't care much for _The Uplift War_.  It was too long, for one thing,
>and I was put off by the graphic descriptions of the sexual habits of,
>among other species, chimpanzees.  Brin was starting to worry me for a
>while there in terms of his ...ummm... preferences.:-)
>
>I like Brin, but I thought this book was way overrated.  I just hope he
>doesn't keep us waiting too much longer for a sequel.  I want to know who
>the Progenitors are!

  I tend to completely disagree with you. Where the scheme in _Startide
Rising_ is a bit simplistic, I found _The Uplift War_ to be much more
well-rounded, with lots of details that didn't appear in the previous
books. I wasn't particurlaly ``worried'' by Brin's writing about Chimps'
sexual habits, as a matter of fact I thought these were rather normal
compared to the incredible havok going on between the differing
Extra-terrestrial races...

  About all the unresolved subplots well, I like that. It's not very often
that we get a first-class novel where lots of things are left unexplained.
That's rather more realistic than the usual ``macho'' attitude of the human
race being better than everybody, including sliced bread.  In fact, what I
like most about Brin's works is the awe you can feel in front of his
universe, just because you won't understand _everything_ about it and the
characters in the book won't either.

  That was one of the nice points of Pohl's Gateway too. IMNSHO, the later
volumes of that series are much inferior to the first ones because we know
much too much about the Heechees and the ultimate purpose of the universe
and everything (42 :-) ).

  It could just be a scientist's preference, as I know pretty well that the
research I'm pursuing won't necessarily end up with anything new, and even
less with anything useful... Nevertheless, this ties things quite well with
the other thing I love about Brin's works: pseudo-scientific realism. I'm
very willing to believe in what he writes because everything is plausible.
He relies on some well-known scientific principles, then pushes out the
frontiers into the unknown. Just not explaining things is a great device he
uses when nobody knows what he's talking about.  

Marc Espie
espie@flamingo.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Aug 91 01:11:44 GMT
From: winicur@boulder.colorado.edu (Zev Winicur)
Subject: Re: David Brin

Just another note about David Brin.  He collaberated on a book with Gregory
Benford (another good sf author) called "The Heart of the Comet."  The
book's basic plot is an Earth space ship that lands on Halley's Comet.  But
it isn't just about that.  In true Brin/Benford style, the book deals with
politics, religion, relationships, gang wars, you name it.  I highly
recommend it.

Zev Winicur
winicur@beagle.colorado.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Aug 91 00:49:55 GMT
From: ejohnson@cobalt.cco.caltech.edu (Eric C. Johnson)
Subject: Re: David Brin

leo@ph.tn.tudelft.nl (Leo Breebaart) writes:
> In case some people are put off by Dani's use of the words 'prequel' and
> 'sequel', I would like to point out that the three books are not a series
> or n-ology in the usual sense of the words.
> 
> The three books do take place in the same universe, and their plots are
> all heavily influenced by the peculiarities of that universe, but other
> than that there are no connections. Different worlds, different plots,
> different characters, different races.

This is true, each book is pretty much self contained and can probably be
read in any order.  This said, I would still recommend reading _Startide
Rising_ before _The Uplift War_ since the latter does make frequent
tangential references to the former.  In any event, Brin's next book after
the upcoming (non-Uplift) _Stratos_ will be _Sooners_ which will be a
direct sequel to _Startide_.  It is going to continue the adventures of
the, as Brin puts it, "boring guys" who were in the skiff at the end of
_Startide_.

Eric C. Johnson
ejohnson@cobalt.cco.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Aug 91 00:03:44 GMT
From: vtessier@vela.acs.oakland.edu (Vince Tessier)
Subject: Re: David Brin

Brin's _Earth_, recently released in paperback, is a pretty good read, if
you can swallow his assumptions about global warming, species extinction,
and environmental extremists.  Also some pretty good extrapolations about
"The Net" ... he assumes massive expansion of electronic connectivity made
manageable by intelligent news filters to cut down the sheer volume (I
can't wait!).

The society envisioned in _Earth_ probably deserves its own thread.

Vince Tessier

------------------------------

Date: 4 Aug 91 01:02:33 GMT
From: cognos!roberts@bertrand.ccs.carleton.ca (Robert Stanley)
Subject: Hal Clement book-list

We seem to have been having a few questions about Hal Clement, a pseudonym
for Harry Clement Stubbs.  According to my references he was a science
teacher at Milton Academy for a large portion of his life.  I admit that I
have no idea what kind of an educational establishment the Milton Academy
is, but it doesn't sound much like a university.

In his own words he has acknowledged that "Mission of Gravity" has science
that can be proven impossible, but he has taken considerable pleasure in
the fact that people have indeed made the effort to perform the analysis,
and that it needed computer modelling to do it.  He also points out that
the 37 year old Easy Hoffman of "Star Light" is indeed the 12 year old Easy
Rich of "Close to Critical".

As ever, I welcome corrections and additions to this list.

[A] == Anthology of Short Stories by Others (edited by)
aka == also known as
[C] == Collection of Own Short Stories
[J] == Juvenile
[N] == Novel

Clement, Hal (pesudonym of Stubbs, Harry Clement), [USA, May 30, 1922 - ]:

           The Needle Series
1950 [N]        Needle [aka From Outer Space]
1978 [N]        Through the Eye of a Needle
           The Mesklinite Series
1954 [N]        Mission of Gravity
1958 [N]        Close to Critical
1971 [N]        Star Light
1953 [N]   Iceworld
1956 [JN]  The Ranger Boys in Space
1957 [N]   Cycle of Fire
1965 [C]   Natives of Space
1969 [C]   Small Changes [aka Space Lash]
1970 [A]   First Flights to the Moon
1973 [N]   Ocean On Top
1980 [N]   The Nitrogen Fix
1987 [C]   Intuit [a limited edition of 820 copies]
1987 [N]   Still River

Robert Stanley
Cognos, Inc. 
UUCP: cognos!roberts
INet: roberts%cognos.uucp@ccs.carleton.ca 

------------------------------

Date: Mon, 22 Jul 91 11:39 EDT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

Title: The Kalif's War
Author: John Dalmas
Publisher: Baen
Date: June 1991
Format: paperback, 392 pages US $4.95
ISBN: 0-671-72067-7

   At the end of _The_White_Regiment_, the Karghanik Empire was all set to
follow up its invasion of Terfreya.  In this book, we see what follows --
from the Karghanik side.  This switcheroo lends flavor to what might
otherwise be a relatively dull dish of palace politics, intrigue, and one
coup d'etat.  The result probably won't win Dalmas any new fans but should
please his present ones.

Title: Event Horizon
Author: Jack McKinney
Publisher: DelRey
Date: June 1991
Format: paperback, 310 pages US $4.95
ISBN: 0-345-370753-8

   This book, which might otherwise be just another plucky-Earthman-makes-
good-in-the-big-bad-galaxy yarn, is saved from mediocrity by the author's
dry wit and keen ear for the tropes of pop culture.  McKinney's future is a
funhouse mirror reflecting our present to satirical effect that you'll miss
if you read this as straight adventure (the scenes in which McKinney
dissects the life cycle of a junk SF series suspiciously resembling some
he's had a hand in are particularly funny).  Be warned that this book is
itself #1 of a projected series but, read it anyhow.

Title: The Singers of Time
Author: Frederik Pohl
Author: Jack Williamson
Publisher: Doubleday
Date: February 1991
Format: paperback, 358 pages US $10.95
ISBN: 0-385-41526-5

   As usual, the Pohl/Williamson team has given us a big-screen space
opera, chrome and tailfins and all.  This one is maybe a little better
written and quieter than _Wall_Around_A_Star_ and other predecessors.  And
there are some truly neat ideas in it (the nature of the omniscient
narrators called the aiodoi will come as an interesting surprise).  All the
same, there are too many McGuffins floating around loose.  Humans as
clients of a race of super-technologists, OK, but how the fleepin' hell did
the Turtles get lightspeed drives and all their other neat stuff without
quantum mechanics?  No plans for sequel are indicated, but I hope there'll
be one just to explain some of the mysteries still left hanging out at
tale's end.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Jul 91 20:52:58 GMT
From: kruger@socrates.umd.edu (Jonathan Kruger)
Subject: Another "name this book" question

A friend gave me a book to read about 4 years ago.  It was about a young
telepath and a man who grew younger as his life became more dangerous.  I
think the kid's name was Mannie.

I know it's not much to go on, but does this sound familiar to anyone?

Jonathan Kruger
kruger@socrates.umd.edu
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Date: 2 Aug 91 08:58:31 GMT
From: mikew@sdl.mdcbbs.com (Mike Whitaker)
Subject: Early Gael Baudino shorts

Being something of a completist where Gael Baudino is concerned, I'm on the
hunt.

The blurb in (I think) DragonSword mentions some shorts published in F&SF
and also in one or more DAW anthologies. The F&SF stories ("The Shadow of
the Starlight" and "The Persistence of Memory") I have found, but which DAW
antholgies and what the story(s) are escapes me.

Anyone out there know?

Mike Whitaker
Shape Data Ltd.
Cambridge, ENGLAND
+44-223-316673
MikeW@sdl.mdcbbs.com

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 91 21:05:23 GMT
From: mjt@buphy.bu.edu (Michael J. Thompson)
Subject: Re: Xenocide/Gloriously Bright

Xenocide is a wonderful read.  Cerebral, but I like them that way.

Sophisticated and honest contrasting of intelligent but fallible
characters.  And thoughtful, nonjudgemental considerations of contrasting
systems of belief.

It's an excellent continuation of the story.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 91 19:57:18 GMT
From: mce@tc.fluke.com (Brian McElhinney)
Subject: Re: Xenocide/Gloriously Bright

prince@jec308.its.rpi.edu (Ron Buckmire) writes:
>So did people LIKE "Xenocide" or what? I think it compares favourably with
>the first two books in the series "Ender's Game" and "Speaker For The
>Dead".

To each their own.  I thought it was OK at first, but as I read on it
became tedious, and the closer I got to the end the worse it became.  Full
of talking heads, pointless characters, a contrived plot, tied together by
a truly hideous ending.

The only silver-lining is that the inevitable sequel ought to be a drastic
improvement.  OK, the Gloriously Bright quarter of the book was the real
silver-lining, a solitary, um, bright spot.
 
Brian McElhinney
mce@tc.fluke.com

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 91 20:03:52 GMT
From: MLW@math.ams.com (Maxine L. Wolfson)
Subject: OSCard-Folk of the Fringe

Just started _Folk of the Fringe_ and am relatively bemused.  Not by the
story (very clear - almost too overt in spots) or the writing style, or the
characters.  It's just that I HATE the book and the story, but can not put
it down!  What a writer.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 91 15:46:22 GMT
From: AKERMAN@bill.phy.queensu.ca (RICHARD AKERMAN)
Subject: Re: Xenocide/Gloriously Bright

Personally, I would recommend reading _Gloriously Bright_, as I think it
contains the best storytelling in _Xenocide_.

*SPOILERS*

I read the trilogy just this past week, _Ender's Game_, _Speaker for the
Dead_ and _Xenocide_, and I thought _Xenocide_ was definitely weak,
especially compared to the excellent first two books.  Note that Card says,
in this past (July 27) Saturday's _Globe and Mail_, that he had not
intended to write a sequel to _Speaker for the Dead_ until his agent
informed him that she had sold the Ender trilogy in Britain, whereupon he
decided he should probably write a third book (he also talks about the
disdainful attitute of "the literati" and English departments towards
science fiction).  I thought, as I mentioned above, that _Gloriously
Bright_ was a good story, but as for the book itself, I thought it started
to really go downhill starting about half-way through.  As for the ending,
I was completely disappointed.  The Gloriously Bright storyline is
resolved, but the Lusitania/Ender plotline is left frayed in a dozen
places.  I didn't like this whole philotics balony, but if he's going to
introduce it, he should have at least resolved it.  I mean, he's created
not only FTL travel, but a dream machine.  If whatshisname can get a new
body, why not everyone?  Immortality?  Can they create anything they can
imagine?  FTL paradoxes?  And what about Peter and Young Val?  And the
Fleet?  And the Buggers and Piggies etc. etc.  This book just begs a
sequel, with so many unresolved plot lines.  I was disappointed.

Richard Akerman
Graduate Student in Physics (Solar System Dynamics)
Akerman@Bill.Phy.QueensU.Ca
Akerman@QUCdnAst.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 3 Aug 91 15:06:58 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: OSCard-Folk of the Fringe

   'Folk of the Fringe' managed to convince me that *if* Card's portrayal
of the behavior of Mormons to outsiders is correct,

   1: I don't want to live in a post-holocaust Utah (Not that
      post-holocaust Ontario is likely to be any great shakes either. Hmmm,
      shall I snope and link up the WW III thread? Nah).

   2: My neck isn't *quite* stiff enough to support being a Mormon (No
      offense intended to the LDS folks; none of the world religions hold
      much of an allure for me).

   I can't believe that Card intended his book to be read as an anti-mormon
diatribe, but that's how it came across to me.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 4 Aug 91 23:45:34 GMT
From: tchrist@convex.com (Tom Christiansen)
Subject: Re: Xenocide/Gloriously Bright

The ``deus ex machina'' wrap-up at the end of Xenocide did indeed bother
me.  It was all too easy.  And the philotics dream-machine was like giving
the main character an Alladin's Lamp.  I never held out any hope for Quim -
he was destined for martyrdom, which bothered me, as I prefer not to know
for sure what's going on.

Here's a question: the pre-existent spirits aspect of the philotes reminded
me of something I've heard about Mormon theology.  Can anyone confirm or
deny this?

Tom

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 91 20:21:00 GMT
From: FTT@nccibm1.bitnet ("Silaria Slighthand")
Subject: Cooper and the "Indigo" books

I have just started reading this series (more than 1/2 way through the
first book it 2 days - I only read on trains and during lunch breaks)

I have to say that what I have read of this series so far is very
interesting and quite different from what I usually (Dragonlance and other
Fantacy novels along this line) read.  The situation Indigo finds herself
in is not all that different from 'real life' situations in everyday life
(in the sence of someone makes a big mistake <freeing the demons> and tried
to do what they can to correct it <tracking and defeating them all>.

I would recommend picking up this book.  As with any author you're reading
for the first time, don't buy more than one book until you know you like
what you are reading.

Happy Reading.

Sheri Anderson
ftt@nccibm1.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 91 18:35:15 GMT
From: rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Michael Rawdon)
Subject: Re: Cooper and the "Indigo" books

FTT@nccibm1.BITNET writes::
>I have to say that what I have read of this series so far is very
>interesting and quite different from what I usually (Dragonlance and other
>Fantacy novels along this line) read.  The situation Indigo finds herself
>in is not all that different from 'real life' situations in everyday life
>(in the sence of someone makes a big mistake <freeing the demons> and
>tried to do what they can to correct it <tracking and defeating them all>.

That's ironic, since I found the first book to be a fairly pedestrian quest
story.  I found the "historical" background of the Tower intriguing, but
found much of the book hard to relate to.  

SPOILERS follow:

I found Indigo's punishment for her actions to be colossally unfair.  The
anti-science nature of the society seemed almost deliberately designed to
pique people's curiosity about the tower, in that no one knew why the Tower
was dangerous, and no one had bothered to remember.  (Didn't these people
believe in the written word?)  In that respect, I felt that the rest of the
novel was something of a sham: Indigo on a quest not entirely of her own
making.  She bore some responsibility for what happened, yes, but by no
means all of it.  Fearing something or not doing something simply because
someone tells you to, without telling you WHY, is irrational, especially
when the something involved (the Tower) is not their property anyway.

Other than that, I felt as though I'd read this story several times before
with somewhat different exterior trappings.  It reminded me of Zelazny's
Amber sriees, and of (!) Raiders Of The Lost Ark.

I found it a passable piece of work, but I didn't have any great desire to
go on to the next book.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 91 20:56:38 GMT
From: aw1s+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew David Weiland)
Subject: Re: Cooper and the "Indigo" books

rawdon@rex.cs.tulane.edu (Michael Rawdon)
>I found Indigo's punishment for her actions to be colossally unfair.  The
>anti-science nature of the society seemed almost deliberately designed to
>pique people's curiosity about the tower, in that no one knew why the
>Tower was dangerous, and no one had bothered to remember.  (Didn't these
>people believe in the written word?)  In that respect, I felt that the
>rest of the novel was something of a sham: Indigo on a quest not entirely
>of her own making.  She bore some responsibility for what happened, yes,
>but by no means all of it.  Fearing something or not doing something
>simply because someone tells you to, without telling you WHY, is
>irrational, especially when the something involved (the Tower) is not
>their property anyway.

I share your view that the post-tower world is thematically a post-
technological world.  The seven demons represent knowledge that is harmful
to man (are there seven sciences?)  Of course the story isn't a perfect
allegory, and is something beyond an allegory (plain allegories are dull).

The difference is that in myth and high fantasy, religion is right.

I disagree about the severety of Indigo's punishment.  The black tower is
an enigma, but it's a religious enigma.  One of the pillars of that society
is that no one opens the black tower (that's what taboos are for).  The
royal family also bears the additional responsibility of keeping any
wrongheaded individuals from opening the tower.  Indigo's act not only
breaks the covenant of her people, but also goes against her duty as the
heir to the throne.

The tale implies that the first people of the land regarded the tower with
dread; none would dare open it (and if a few idiots did dare, the king took
care of them).  Gradually people forgot the tower when they left the
southern continent (one of the royal family's duties was probably to
prevent the spread of possibly dangerous information).  Only those who
lived nearby remembered the legend, and wound up guarding a place that no
one wanted to invade.  They wound up a victim of their own secrecy; they'd
already started to forget the tale of the tower.

As it became unnecessary to protect the tower, the message started to lose
its immediacy.  People began to doubt their own taboos.  While this sort of
thing happens all the time, it's a serious wound to religion.  And if that
religion really is truth (which is a forgone conclusion in myth and high
fantasy), then the dark age (or armageddon) is upon us.

Breaking the first taboo is the ultimate sin.  And in a world where Hell is
manifested on Earth, endless Earthly existance is the ultimate punishment.
It also convienently allows for the possibility of redemption (and thus for
ten books).

Unfortunately the challenges that follow are, at least in the first book,
pretty dull.  So i dropped the series.  Others' mileage may vary.

Andrew D. M. U. Weiland
aw1s@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 91 08:01:40 GMT
From: Charles_K._Kuhlman.MAN@rxg.xerox.com
Subject: Michael Crichton

Last week I posted a note in response to someone's comments about Martin
Caidin's *Cyborg* series. Which was in turn inspired by a short-lived
discussion of the Six Million Dollar Moron. Then I opened my big mouth
(keyboard?) and made a comment about The Andromeda Strain. Well, I am happy
to announce that I was confused and meant The Andromeda Strain by Michael
Crichton. And the question still stands, has anyone ready this or other
books by MICHAEL CRICHTON and what do you think?

------------------------------

Date: 4 Aug 91 04:43:59 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Re: Michael Crichton

Charles_K._Kuhlman.MAN@rxg writes:
>...has anyone ready this or other books by MICHAEL CRICHTON and what do
>you think?

I've read _Andromeda Strain_, _Terminal Man_, and _Sphere_.

IMHO, AS is near-classic, and TM and Sphere are good reading, but not
especially outstanding.

I'd also recommend the movie version of _Andromeda Strain_ as an excellent
adaptation of the movie (in fact, I saw the movie first, and liked it so
much I read the book, too).

------------------------------

Date: 4 Aug 91 23:49:50 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Donaldson's Gap Series

I just read "The Gap into Vision: Forbidden Knowledge".  This series is
good.  Donaldson has been working hard at one of his weaknesses: He *will*
write about characters who are less than engaging, but he seems to have
developed an excellent ability to never push the reader too hard or too far
and to never make a character *wholly* distatsteful.

At this point I must admit that I have little faith in my guesses as to who
will turn out to be the good guys and who will turn out to be the bad guys,
but I'm certainly going to keep reading, to find out.

(Donaldson seems to be a bit fuzzy about the speed of light.  If I
understand him correctly, he assumes that a laser beam fired from a ship
going at 0.9 C will only pack 10% of its usual punch.)

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: Mon, 22 Jul 91 11:41 EDT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

Title: The Stress of Her Regard
Author: Tim Powers
Publisher: Ace
Date: June 1991
Format: paperback, 470 pages US $4.95
ISBN: 0-441-79097-6

   Tim Powers proved, in _The_Drawing_Of_The_Dark_, _The_Anubis_Gates_, and
_On_Stranger_Tides_, that no one can match his inventiveness, logic, and
eye for the telling detail in historical dark fantasy.  Until now, I could
happily say that he just kept getting better as he went along.  But I don't
think this is as good as _Tides_; it's *too* dark, too long, and tends to
bog down in details and subplots that don't really advance the grand
design.  Still, Powers on a bad day beats most other fantasists at their
best.  And his characterization of various historical figures such as
Keats, Byron, and Shelley in conflict with the secret menace of the
Nephelim, the silicon vampires who are their muses and their dooms, is
unfailingly interesting.

Title: Shivering World
Author: Kathy Tyers
Publisher: Bantam Spectra
Date: June 1991
Format: paperback, 421 pages US $4.50
ISBN: 0-553-29051-7

  It was clever of Bantam to put a plug from Lois McMaster Bujold on the
cover of this book, if not quite as accurate as I'd like.  Tyers aspires to
Bujold's combination of hard-edged techno-verismilitude, action, and
sympathetic and psychological nuance, but doesn't quite make it in the
lattermost department.  Not that this is a bad book; it's quite a bit
better than average.  The world-building is good, the plot is properly
tense, and the whole turns on a most satisfactory microbiological McGuffin.
It's just not as good as Bujold.  But then, very little else is, either...

Title: Lens of the World
Author: R. A. MacAvoy
Publisher: Avon
Date: June
Format: paperback, 286 pages US $4.95
ISBN: 0-380-71016-1

   Another fine fantasy from the author of _Tea_With_A_Black_Dragon_ and
_The_Third_Eagle_ demonstrates once again MacAvoy's deft touch at
characterization and her knack for subtly playing against genre
expectations.  Nazhuret the outcast leaves the harsh home of his boyhood to
find Powl, the eccentric genius lens-grinder who educates him in a hundred
fascinating, eccentric and deadly ways.  Eventually, the fate of two
kingdoms will hang on what he's learned.  I hope we will hear more of
Nazhuret's story; this feels like just the beginning.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jul 91 08:06:05 GMT
From: bostrf@spacm1.spac.spc.com (Robert Fisch)
Subject: YASR (Yet another story request.....)

Any pointers to the name/author/book with the following story will be
appreciated:

This guy comes up with a theory about luck and success. Why does the subway
train always come immediately for the Well Dressed Man in a suit, but the
average joe, on the other platform must wait.

He takes a notes, and has many years of observations. He has empirical
evidence that the above theory is true. The fact that no-one will publish
it is further evidence that there is a conspiracy.

Finally, some well dressed men carrying Wall Street Journals under their
arms catch him on the train and take him away...

Robert Fisch
Systems Development Officer II
Security Pacific Automation Co.
New York
spacm1.spac.spc.com!ibasacc06
ibasacc06@spacm1.spac.spc.com
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Date: 31 Jul 91 18:56:37 GMT
From: mac@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Marian McKenzie)
Subject: Re: Review request:  C.J. Cherryh

slh5087@zeus.tamu.edu writes:
>I am a fairly well-read science fiction buff (don't care much for
>fantasy).  One author that I have consistently avoided, for no particular
>reason (except maybe for her abundance of fantasy books) is C.J. Cherryh.
>I am aware that she writes sf as well (e.g. _Downbelow Station_ and
>_Cyteen_).  I would be very interested in hearing from anyone who has read
>Cherryh's science fiction.  What do you think?  If you like it, I would
>appreciate you advice as to what to try first of hers, and possibly a
>recommended reading list.

My husband and I are big Cherryh fans.  Let me list a few of our favorites.

SERPENT'S REACH  This is one of her earlier sf novels, and
     for some reason one of my favorites.  I say "for some
     reason"  because, even after reading it maybe six times,
     I haven't figured out the entire plot.  That's the thing
     about Cherryh - she is so expert at portraying things
     from the point of view of one person (or alien)  that
     you're unlikely to know things that person doesn't know
     (even if you can't really understand the plot without
     them).

DOWNBELOW STATION  Boy, is this plot complex!  Fortunately I
     like them that way.  My husband and I both loved this one.
     Several story lines, from different points of view, weave
     around a crisis - well, maybe a series of crises, at a
     space station caught in a conflict between AT LEAST three
     political/cultural factions.  Since a couple of the story
     lines are told from the point of view of nonhumans or
     slightly unbalanced humans, it can be really challenging
     figuring it out, but it's all there.  I consider it a true
     masterpiece.

FADED SUN TRILOGY  I admire this one for the way Cherryh's
     aliens are REALLY alien - the Mri are close to 
     comprehendable, but not the Regul.  It's the human failure
     to figure out the motivations of these alien races that
     drives this plot, which, like the Chanur series and several
     other Cherryh books, focuses on a lone human trying to live
     in a nonhuman culture.

CHANUR SERIES  I liked these, but they are my husband's favorites.
     He says that it's both the depictations and characterizations
     of the alien races that he likes.  The plots of are secondary
     importance, he tells me, and he further states that only the
     very beginning and very end of the plot line is clear and
     unconfusing.

BROTHERS OF EARTH  This is another of my favorites, this time for
     the plot (which you can definitely follow if you try) and the
     characters.  My husband didn't care for it.  This one is more
     like a fantasy book, for those who don't care for spaceships,
     but it takes place in her usual universe.

CYTEEN  We liked this one, but not as much as many of her others.
     We're only adding it to this list of recommendations because
     it's her biggest recent book.  We enjoyed it a lot, but it
     suffered from having lots of characters, few of whom were
     sympathetic or even very interesting.  The main clone character
     IS interesting and (mostly) sympathetic, but she wasn't enough
     to carry that whole massive book by herself.

THE PALADIN  This one isn't science fiction and comes across more like
     historical fiction than fantasy, though it certainly doesn't fit
     into any frame of human history other than some vague cultural
     one.  This is a very different Cherryh book, with a rather simple
     plot and very few characters, from our other favorites (most of
     her other books with simple plots just don't thrill us).  The
     interaction between the main characters is interesting and 
     sometimes amusing.  We both enjoyed it, probably my husband more
     than myself.

That's it for my list of recommendations.  This is not to say that we
haven't enjoyed many of her other books; I just wouldn't recommend any of
those as a possible introduction to Cherryh.  My advice?  Enjoy her for
what she does well - complicated plots, generally fostering in you, the
reader, the confusion felt by the poor bewildered characters in the middle
of them; aliens that are usually inscrutably alien, as I might expect
actual aliens to be; and humans and human relationships that don't always
make perfect sense or act logically (as in real life).

Marian McKenzie
mac@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 91 19:55:55 GMT
From: insinga@tle.enet.dec.com
Subject: RE: C.J. Cherryh

Something that I liked about _Cyteen_ is that, in addition to the creation
of Ari-2, there is the related recreation of her Azi bodyguards and a view
of Azi technology at work in her universe (psych-sets and training - 2
different levels of the same thing).  I doubt that many other books have
dealt with this part of the technology of cloning humans.

Another thing that I liked about _Cyteen_ was the view of government with
constituencies represented by occupation (military, academic,
media/information, etc.) instead of geography.  (Has this appeared as such
in a historical Earth government?  I vaguely remember someone saying that
there was - the Fascists? - but I'm not sure.)

Finally, I agree with Pat McAllister that it is interesting to see ordinary
people under a lot of stress trying to pull through.  (I suspect that most
of us have felt like that at times...)  I thought that the picture of life
on the hairy edge of survival in the closed environment of a space station
in _Rimrunners_ was fairly frightening.

Aron Insinga

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 91 11:20:51 GMT
From: mikew@sdl.mdcbbs.com (Mike Whitaker)
Subject: Re: Review request:  C.J. Cherryh

Pat McAllister (m1phm02@fed.frb.gov) writes:
> On the whole, C.J. Cherryh is an author whom I enjoy pretty well, and
> intend to keep up with for the forseeable future.  (The part of this
> analysis that has to do with writing style also applies to her "Gates"
> fantasy stories, although the subject matter there is of course quite
> different.)

Memories of a talk by C.J. at a signing in London are that she said that
the Morgaine books (I assume this is what you mean by the Gate books) are
actually in the Alliance-Union world (but possibly in a weird time-loop).
This is borne out by the introductory sequence to the first Gate of Ivrel
graphic novel which has some Union explorers finding a gate,

The Morgaine books are definitely my favourites.

Mike Whitaker
Shape Data Ltd.
Cambridge, ENGLAND
+44-223-316673
MikeW@sdl.mdcbbs.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 91 18:51:05 GMT
From: freeman@maspar.com (Jay R. Freeman)
Subject: Re: Review request:  C.J. Cherryh

I am quite fond of both "hard" SF and of fantasy, and I enjoy Cherryh's
works of both kinds.  Some of her stuff is a little hard to categorize,
however, for there are a few books in which it is not entirely clear
whether what is going on is magic or Clarke's-third-law technology.  Her
major virtues as an SF author are in my opinion (a) she does wonderful
aliens, and (b) she does wonderful strange cultures (both human and alien).

And fair warning, in case it matters.  Cherryh deals a lot with what many
people would call feminist themes, *however*, she is not preachy, most
often she is whimisical or funny.

Anyhow, I might recommend the following:

(1) _Pride_of_Chanur_ (first in a series of 5):  These are quite
    good traditional SF with a theme that is a rather fun spoof of a
    classic space-operatic plot:  "Alien princess captured by space
    baddies - To the Rescue!!"  The trouble is with the alien princess
    ... he's human.  And the main aliens - the Chanur, are based quite
    heavily on lions (NB punny title); this is a bit of whimsy, because
    with the Chanur as with real lions, it is pretty much the females
    who go out and do all the work while the males stay home, keep house
    and act important. 
(2) _Serpent's_Reach_:  Marvelous alien culture - hive insects.
(3) _The_Faded_Sun:_Kesrith_ (first of three):  Human culture that makes
    medieval Japanese look like a bunch of rude cowardly pacifists.
(4) The "Morgaine" series, which is _Gate_of_Ivrel_, _Well_of_Shiuan_,
    _Fires_of_Azeroth_ and _Exile's_Gate_.  This is one of the ones where
    you are not sure whether it is SF or fantasy.  Good study of a complex
    and interesting main character, a very subtle love story, and in my
    opinion the best magic sword in all of SF and fantasy.

Jay Freeman

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 91 00:15:52 GMT
From: graham@june.cs.washington.edu (Stephen Graham)
Subject: Re: C.J. Cherryh

insinga@tle.enet.DEC.COM writes:
>Another thing that I liked about _Cyteen_ was the view of government with
>constituencies represented by occupation (military, academic,
>media/information, etc.) instead of geography.  (Has this appeared as such
>in a historical Earth government?  I vaguely remember someone saying that
>there was - the Fascists? - but I'm not sure.)

Both the Italian Fascist government and the PRI in Mexico have had a
corporatist approach to government. Like any other representational system,
it has drawbacks. While it helps the various occupations, it tends to
create problems in maintaining the local infrastructure.  It also tends to
create a large disenfranchised population, as the poor and workers are
represented by state-sponsored unions, which usually become bastions of
nepotism and self-interest.

Stephen Graham
(206) 543-8115
graham@cs.washington.edu
uw-beaver!june!graham

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 91 20:58:28 GMT
From: vampyre@u.washington.edu (Eric Michael Howard)
Subject: CJ Cherryh

Well, since I've read almost everything she's published, I suppose I should
throw in my 2 cents.

First of all, none of the books so far mentioned are fantasy. She has
written some. There are two about the last elf on Earth and her
interactions with humans to save something of her world, (_The Tree of
Swords and Jewels_ I think is the title of one of them). There are a couple
set in ancient Russian and using russian mythology, _Rusalka_, and
_Chevernog_ (Both are fantastic if you like her writing style/characters
which I definitely do). There is also one set in ancient China that is more
of a historical fiction novel than fantasy (_The Paladin_).

Just about everything else she has written is set in the Union-Alliance
universe, including the "Gate" novels.  This includes her shared world
collection, _Merovingen Nights_, All the Alliance-Union novels, The Faded
Sun trilogy, The Chanur Novels, Serpent's Reach, Brothers of Earth, and a
number of others.  You will have to get a complete list from someone else.

I like just about everything I've read to date, some more than others of
course.

Later.

Eric

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 91 22:37:41 GMT
From: hsv3!mvp@vicom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Subject: Re: Review request:  C.J. Cherryh

freeman@cleo.UUCP (Jay R. Freeman) writes:
>(1) _Pride_of_Chanur_ (first in a series of 5):

Actually there is _Pride_of_Chanur_, a stand-alone novel with a real
ending, and a sequel in three volumes, _Chanur's_Venture_,
_The_Kif_Strike_Back_, and _Chanur_Homecoming_.  The first two books of the
three-volume sequel have cliffhanger endings.

Highly recommended, of course.

Mike Van Pelt
Headland Technology/Video 7
...ames!vsi1!hsv3!mvp      
mvp@hsv3.lsil.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Aug 91 06:58:00 GMT
From: loos@frodo.mgh.harvard.edu (William D.B. Loos)
Subject: R. Crumb on Philip K. Dick ??

I'm posting this for a friend, and so cannot provide any more information
than that given below.

The said friend claims that years ago he saw a comic by R. Crumb which
either all of or part of was devoted to the life of Philip K. Dick.  He'd
like to locate it, whatever it was, but doesn't have enough information
even to consult sources.  Can anyone help?  Thanks much.

William D.B. Loos
loos@frodo.mgh.harvard.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Aug 91 16:21:33 GMT
From: tgtbtk@rw9.urc.tue.nl (A. Kuiper)
Subject: Philip K. Dick mailing list

I am posting this article for a friend. Please reply to
NANCHEN@uni2a.unige.ch

			PHILIP K. DICK MAILING LIST

1) Before starting, an important question: have you ever heard of an
already existing PKD Mailing List somewhere around?
   
If this is the case, this file is probably useless, since we don't want to
create a second Mailing List. So, if you know about such a list, please
send us its e-mail address(es). Thanks.

2) DESCRIPTION:
We want to establish a file/list of e-mail addresses of people intested in
the american science fiction writer Philip K. Dick (1928-1982). Purpose of
this list is to exchange information on his writings and on his life. We do
NOT want to get involved in political or religious struggles (like recently
on News about abortion for instance): this list is only intended to give
positive, constructive news (such as biographical and bibliographical
information).  Personal opinions are of limited interest to everybody.

3) REQUIRMENTS:
None, except that you are obviously interested in Dick. For example (but
not limited to), you are a collector of PKD's books, writing a college
study on him, or just an irreducible fan of his works. If one or more of
these occur, you are very welcome to send us your e-mail address. You will
then receive an electronic form, which you can (if you want) fill in. This
form helps us drawing statistics on subjects like countries, ages,
preferred PKD book, etc. Of course you'll be informed on the stats results.

4) UTILISATION:
As soon as (some days later) we get your e-mail address you will receive,
with the above-mentioned electronic form, the mailing list. We do not have
a computer that can manage the list, like usual with such mailing lists.
That will be your job, to send your mail to every people inscribed to the
list. That is, if you want to send a communication or ask a question to
other PKD fans, just send the message to all the list. [We do not know,
technically, for each computer language, how to do this; but on our
VAX/VMS, the list is in a file named PKD.DIS. When sending a mail, after
the 'TO:' prompt, we key in '@PKD', and so it works. If you know how to do
this with UNIX, please let us know].  Periodically, you will receive an
update of the list by us.

Please consider twice before sending any personal comments or opinions
(above all political, social and religious) to the list, since it might
create many answers through the network which primary purpose may be
totally different.  Moreover, don't forget that everything you send, goes
to tens of people; that means a lot of money, so be short and precise, go
to the point.

Last point, when sending mails to the list (if it is created), it will
probably happen that you'll get back some 'Undeliverable Mail' responses.
In this case, remove the doubtful address(es) from your personal file/list
and send us the e-mail address(es), that show(s) problems.

5) INTERESTED? QUESTIONS? COMMENTS? ANYTHING TO SAY?
You have something to add? correct? suggest? Feel free to write us your
constructive opinion. We'd like to know your opinion on this file, which is
intended to be an introduction to the future list.

If you agree with these points and are interested in this list as described
above, contact one of the following e-mail address, in order of priority:

   NANCHEN@uni2a.unige.ch
   MARGOT@disuns2.epfl.ch
   JMM@chvm1.vnet.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jul 91 12:43:50 GMT
From: awrc@cs.ed.ac.uk (Al Crawford)
Subject: Pratchett's "Eric"

Terry Pratchett's "Eric" is now out in paperback (in the UK). That's
"normal sized paperback" as against "big format paperback with Josh Kirby
illustrations paperback". The pictures have all gone and the book is
seriously thin but it's only #2.99 so who's complaining.

I'd guess that since it's normal sized etc. it's more likely to make it
across the pond than the original was too.

Al Crawford
Al_Crawford@edinburgh.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 91 17:36:04 GMT
From: lsteele@kean.ucs.mun.ca
Subject: Michael Scott Rohan (question)

   I'm working from memory here, so be patient.

   I picked up a book by Michael Scott Rohan at a second hand bookstore the
other day. It was the first of a multi-part storyline called (I think) "The
Anvil of Ice. It features the typical young adolescent boy picked up by a
powerful man and trained as an apprentice, but it had a few twists. The
yound man (Alv, who later becomes Elof(sp?)), is taught how to be a
Mastersmith instead of the more common magician, and his master turns out
to be the bad guy.

Anyway I found it pretty interesting. It was originally published in 1986.
Could anyone tell me if the later books did actually come out and if they
were any good?

Thanks a lot.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Duncan (2 msgs) & Foster (3 msgs) &
                        Haldeman (2 msgs) & Highsmith &
                        Palmer (5 msgs) & Shepard (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 91 20:23:26 GMT
From: Crawford_Kilian@mindlink.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian)
Subject: Re: David Duncan

He actually goes by Dave, not David, to avoid confusion with a writer of
the 1950s. The new series, A Man of His Word, is fine if sometimes awfully
violent as were parts of West of January. Don't limit yourself to his
series.  Stand-alone novels like A Rose-Red City, Shadow, and Strings are
certainly worth reading also. He tells me he cranks out a book every 5
months or so (sometimes faster) and he doesn't lack for ideas. Duncan is
one of a number of very interesting Canadian SF writers who deserve more
attention.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 91 02:15:35 GMT
From: jefft@athena.mit.edu (Jeff Tang)
Subject: Re: David Duncan

Crawford_Kilian@mindlink.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian) writes:
>...worth reading also. He tells me he cranks out a book every 5 months or
>so (sometimes faster) and he doesn't lack for ideas. Duncan is one of a
>number of very interesting Canadian SF writers who deserve more attention.

Does this mean I can expect to see The Emperor and the Clown fairly soon
now?

Jeff Tang
jefft@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 91 01:42:37 GMT
From: msmith@meson.tricity.wsu.edu (Mark Smith)
Subject: Alan Dean Foster

Has anybody read his new hardback?  Looked like a human with 3(?)  felinoid
types all with some sort of handguns.  Could somebody please email me a
review on it (minimal spoilers).

msmith@meson.tricity.wsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 91 04:41:34 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach -- Only here for the beer)
Subject: Re: Alan Dean Foster

msmith@meson.tricity.wsu.edu (Mark Smith) writes:
>Has anybody read his new hardback?  Looked like a human with 3(?)
>felinoid types all with some sort of handguns.  Could somebody please
>email me a review on it(minimal spoilers).

They sent me a galley. I tried to read it, honest.

I should point out, though, that Foster in general leaves me cold, but it
wasn't what I'd call terribly interesting.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Aug 91 07:29:37 GMT
From: iborchar@physics.adelaide.edu.au 
Subject: Re: Alan Dean Foster

ADF's new novel:

His new novel is an attempt to write a "Terra Uber Alles" story reminiscent
of the works of Eric Frank Russel or his short story "With Friends Like
These".  Unfortunately it falls well short of the mark.

The basic premise is that there is a Galactic War going on between two
societies (call them the Good Guys and the Bad Guys).  The Good Guys, a
loose federation formed from mutual defense pacts, are losing, primarily
because the Bad Guys genetically engineer their subject species, both into
believing in the Bad Guy Purpose and to cope with violence.  You see most
races in the Galaxy can't cope with violence.

The Good Guys send out an exploration ship under a young captain to look
for new allies.  Surprise, surprise, they find modern day Earth...  Humans
are violent, and while most galactics are better than humans at ONE thing,
humans tend to be second best at a LOT of things.  Add a surprise power for
humans (ala "White Wing" by Kendall/Schwartz - Good Book), and you begin to
get the idea.

The themes through the book are weak.  The plotlines are predictable. The
characterizations are poor and one dimensional.  Overall a poor effort from
a self-professed lover of the "Terra Uber Alles" genre.

IMHO the trilogy (if the first book is representative of the whole) would
possibly have made a good short story or novella.  If you collect ADF, get
the paperback when/if it comes out, otherwise you can readily give it a
miss.

Ian Borchardt
Medical Physicist               
University of Adelaide/Royal Adelaide Hospital                    
iborchar@physics.adelaide.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 4 Aug 91 00:42:02 GMT
From: cognos!roberts@bertrand.ccs.carleton.ca (Robert Stanley)
Subject: Joe Haldeman book-list

There has been a fair amount of discussion about Joe Haldeman's works over
the last few weeks.  Here is a reasonably current book list for him.

Locus tells us that "Worlds Enough and Time" is in the hands of the
publishers, but no publication date has yet been announced.

As ever, I welcome corrections and editions to this list.

[A] == Anthology of Short Stories by Others (edited by)
aka == Also Known As
[C] == Collection of Own Short Stories
[N] == Novel
[NSF] == Not SF
<?> == Forthcoming in indicated year
as == Originally published using this pen name

Haldeman, Joe [William] [U.S.A., 1943- ]
    [brother of Jack C. Haldeman II]

             The Worlds Trilogy:
1981 [N]         Worlds
1983 [N]         Worlds Apart
1992 [N] <?>     Worlds Enough and Time
1972 [NSF]   War Year [semi-autobiographical]
1974 [N]     The Forever War
1974 [A]     Cosmic Laughter
             The Attar the Merman Series: [as Robert Graham]
1975 [N]         Attar's Revenge
1975 [N]         War of Nerves
1976 [N]     Mindbridge
1977 [A]     Study War No More
1977 [N]     All My Sins Remembered
1977 [N]     Planet of Judgement [a Star Trek novel]
1978 [C]     Infinite Dreams
1979 [N]     World Without End [a Star Trek novel]
1983 [A]     Nebula Award Stories Seventeen
1985 [C]     Dealing in Futures
1987 [N]     Tool of the Trade
1989 [N]     Buying Time [aka The Long Habit of Living]
1990 [N]     The Hemingway Hoax

Haldeman, Jack [C.] II & Haldeman, Joe [William]

1983 [N]     There is No Darkness

Haldeman, Joe [William] & Waugh, Charles [G.] & Greenberg, Martin [Harry]

1986 [A]     Body Armor: 2000
1987 [A]     Supertanks
1988 [A]     Space Fighters

Robert Stanley
Cognos, Inc. 
UUCP: cognos!roberts
INet: roberts%cognos.uucp@ccs.carleton.ca

------------------------------

Date: 4 Aug 91 05:33:54 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Re: Joe Haldeman book-list

roberts@cognos (Robert Stanley) writes:
>There has been a fair amount of discussion about Joe Haldeman's works over
>the last few weeks.  Here is a reasonably current book list for him.

[Nice list deleted]

There is also _Vector Analysis_ by Jack C. Haldeman II (c) 1978.  Haven't
read it yet, though.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 91 17:27:00 GMT
From: ecl@mtgzy.att.com
Subject: TALES OF NATURAL AND UNNATURAL CATASTROPHES by Patricia Highsmith

     TALES OF NATURAL AND UNNATURAL CATASTROPHES by Patricia Highsmith
	    Atlantic Monthly, 1987, ISBN 0-87113-341-5, $8.95.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   Patricia Highsmith is primarily known as a mystery writer, yet in this
collection she is well withing the bounds of "speculative fiction."  I
suspect it is her unfamiliarity with the genre that leads her occasionally
to re-use well-worn plots, yet her style helps rescue them from mediocrity.

   The first two stories place more emphasis on style than on the actual
events involved.  "The Mysterious Cemetery" has an eerie quality that seems
to be a cross between Poe and Lovecraft.  "Moby Dick II; or The Missile
Whale," on the other hand, while evoking Melville in the title, bears
little stylistic similarity.  Rather, parts of it reminded me of Richard
Adams's "animal's-eye" view of things.

   From these two atmospheric stories, we go on to more plot-oriented ones.
"Operation Balsam; or Touch-Me-Not" is a tale of what might be happening to
the country's radioactive waste - not unlike other cautionary tales
perhaps, but far more realistic in plotting and characterization than most
(and far less optimistic than anything ANALOG would print).  "Naubuti: Warm
Welcome to a UN Committee" may not be politically correct these days, but
it probably reflects the reality of life in the newly independent states in
Africa.  ("Newly" here means in the last thirty years.)  If Tor is looking
for a thematic pairing of stories for their "Tor Doubles" series, I would
suggest this and Mike Resnick's "Bully!" as excellent stories on the theme
"Is Africa Ready for Independence?"  (Boy, if that doesn't stir up
discussion, nothing will!)  (After writing this, I noted that "Bully!" has
been paired with Resnick's "Bwana" so I suppose that puts an end to that.
But there could still be a theme anthology....)

   Just what a "kinder, gentler" America could lead to is examined in
"Sweet Freedom! And a Picnic on the White House Lawn."  Or as a friend of
mine is fond of quoting, "Be careful what you ask for, because you might
get it."  If you want a classic horror story a la the old E. C. Comics, try
"Trouble at the Jade Towers."  (It also reminded me of the episode
"Beetles" from TALES FROM THE DARKSIDE.)

   In "Rent-a-Womb vs. the Mighty Right" Highsmith points out the illogic
in many of the positions of the "New Right."  (Of course, that's just MY
opinion.  Your mileage may vary, as they say, in this case depending on
your philosophy.)

   As "Rent-a-Womb vs. the Mighty Right" is about birth, so "No End in
Sight" is about death, making a neat diptych in the center of this book.
The yellowish-green glow of Naomi predates Stephen King's GOLDEN YEARS by
four years, by the way, so I wouldn't rush to assume any influence here.
Just because Naomi is over 200 years old and glows green could be a
coincidence.  (Then again, "No End in Sight" is right about the same time
as TOMMYKNOCKERS, the original green glow story.)

   The politics of religion resurfaces in "Sixtus VI, Pope of the Red
Slipper," as well as some older ideas as well.  Does the Lord work in
mysterious ways, his wonders to perform?  Or is it all accident and
happenstance?  In any case, this extrapolation of liberation theology
certainly stimulates thought.

   Unfortunately, the collection ends on a weak note with "President Buck
Jones Rallies and Waves the Flag," heavily inspired (so far as I can tell)
by Stanley Kubrick's DR. STRANGELOVE.  What isn't Kubrick seems pure Ron
and Nancy, and it's a pity that an otherwise good collection finishes up on
such a lame story.

   I haven't read other Highsmith books, and so can't comment on her work
in general.  But these speculative fiction stories are recommended as a way
of seeing things from a different perspective.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Aug 91 08:38:42 GMT
From: cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin)
Subject: David R. Palmer: _Emergence_

I saw this in a bookstore one day; it passed my admittedly somewhat
subjective, but often accurate test for unknown-quantity sf.  But its
pretentious lack of articles and pronouns turned me off.

Has anyone read _Emergence_?  Recommendations, or should I not waste my
time and money?

------------------------------

Date: 4 Aug 91 22:13:41 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: David R. Palmer: _Emergence_

   While I won't mention my opinion of the book, when I shredded it and
added it to my compost heap, and spread the result on my lawn, all the
grass died in a two block radius.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 4 Aug 91 15:54:12 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: David R. Palmer: _Emergence_

cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin) sez:
>I saw this in a bookstore one day; it passed my admittedly somewhat
>subjective, but often accurate test for unknown-quantity sf.  But its
>pretentious lack of articles and pronouns turned me off.

That's the faux-Heinlein style Palmer's aiming at.  Think The Moon is a
Harsh Mistress.

>Has anyone read _Emergence_?  Recommendations, or should I not waste my
>time and money?

Starts out as an engaging Podkayne of Mars-style juvenile, ends up as an
annoying Podkayne of Mars-style juvenile.  Somewhere along the line, the
logic gets a little wonky and Palmer loses his sense of his characters.
I'd say skip it if you're feeling at all picky.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Aug 91 15:39:36 GMT
From: craigb@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Subject: Re: David R. Palmer: _Emergence_

I read it some years ago.  Not the most memorable novel in the world, but
not bad.  The author's style was reminiscent of Heinlein, and I found it
fairly easy going once I got into it. One of those books where, if you read
it, you'll probably enjoy it, but if you don't, you won't have any regrets.

Craig Becker
Object Technology Products
craigb@ausvm1.vnet.ibm.com 

------------------------------

Date: 4 Aug 91 18:38:29 GMT
From: hobbit@ac.dal.ca
Subject: Re: David R. Palmer: _Emergence_

cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin) writes:
> Has anyone read _Emergence_?  Recommendations, or should I not waste my
> time and money?

The name strikes a chord - was that something about a girl who survives the
"end of the world" (I forget what the disaster was), as one of the first
representatives of a new subspecies of humanity, or something like that?

I remember reading a short story something like that and enjoying it then
noticing a novel form in the stores. I didn't buy it that day, and I never
saw it again.  This was a few years ago.

Roald

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 91 23:04:33 GMT
From: repnomar@leland.stanford.edu (Janet M. Lafler)
Subject: Re: Lucius Shepard: _Life During Wartime_

vehaag@crocus.waterloo.edu (Viktor Haag) writes:
>Much better than Life During Wartime is Shepard's collection of Short
>Stories in Bantam trade paper (as LDW was) called The Jaguar Hunter (?).
>I think that Shepard is a much better writer of short fiction than long,
>but he still ranks right up there.

I haven't read _Life During Wartime_ (though I've read the opening section,
"R&R," which was published separately as a short story), but I tend to
agree with you that his short fiction outmatches the longer work that I
have read (his first novel, _Green Eyes_).  Shepard is without question an
incredible prose master, but I sometimes have trouble with his subject
matter.  He shades over into horror, which is not a genre I have much
sympathy with.  Much of his work seems really misanthropic to me;
misanthropy in fiction I can take, but not as a steady diet.  Some of his
work has a kind of gothic excess, and it doesn't always work well.

I have liked his "Dragon Griaule" stories, especially "The Man Who Painted
the Dragon Griaule."  Also, I recently heard him read a section from a new
novel he's working on, which apparently doesn't contain any fantasy or
science fiction elements.  I was very impressed with what I heard of it.

>Apparently Mr. Shepard is one of the 'cool, hip' people at Cons, and is a
>real party animal but, this is a third hand rumour at best.

Wow.  He and I were at the same party about a week ago, but I didn't get to
meet him.  Think of what I missed!

>With luck, maybe Bantam will release the Jaguar Hunter in normal format
>paper, as it is probably out of print in trade paper now.

I think it's been out in mass market paper for a while now, but I'm not
sure.  Does anybody out there know?

Janet
repnomar@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Jul 91 18:51:33 GMT
From: jhildeb1@cc.swarthmore.edu (Jeff Hildebrand)
Subject: Re: Lucius Shepard: _Life During Wartime_

vehaag@crocus.waterloo.edu (Viktor Haag) writes:
>Apparently Mr. Shepard is one of the 'cool, hip' people at Cons, and is a
>real party animal but, this is a third hand rumour at best.

   Well I can up that to second hand. A guy who live in my dorm last year
went to Clarion one year that Shepard was involved with it and described
him as "a fun guy but a maniac". Your description fits right in with what
I've heard.

   Some commentary, Shepard's short fiction tends to be, IMO, very erratic,
but when he hits something he's really good. As far as _Life During
Wartime_ goes, I've heard that it is very good for the first two thirds of
the book and then veers way off in the final third and is thus something of
a let-down.

Jeff Hildebrand
jhildeb1@cc.swarthmore.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 91 13:58:08 GMT
From: wex@pws.ma30.bull.com (a victim of multilingual love abuse)
Subject: Re: Lucius Shepard: _Life During Wartime_

jhildeb1@cc.swarthmore.edu (Jeff Hildebrand) writes:
>Well I can up that to second hand. A guy who live in my dorm last year
>went to Clarion one year that Shepard was involved with it and described
>him as "a fun guy but a maniac". Your description fits right in with what
>I've heard.

I took a short workshop from Shepard once.  His method or writing is kind
of manic, and very hard to copy.  What he does (he said) was he writes and
rewrites the first page of a story until he has the narrative "voice"
perfect in his head, then he writes the rest of that story using that
voice.

He admitted that sometimes he wasn't happy with the voice he came up with,
but he finds that interrupting and trying to go back and fix it usually
leads to much worse results than carrying through.

Once he's finished this "major draft" as he called it, he only rewrites to
editorial request.

He explicitly dis-recommended this method for anyone else.

All in all, a fun, honest guy but, definitely manic.

------------------------------
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Date: 29 Jul 91 22:47:08 GMT
From: phillips@syrinx.umd.edu (Felan shena Thoron'edras)
Subject: Re: The Last Herald Mage series

dani@netcom.COM (Dani Zweig) writes:
>Leo@f202.n267.z1.fidonet.ORG (Leo):
>>I am a little confused as to the inconsistencies they you refer to.  I
>>guess I missed them.
>The most accessible example, because it's been hashed out on the net, is
>the permissibility of using the Truth Spell:
>
>An asinine charade is carried out, seriously endangering the health of a
>wounded herald, because the fact that Talia's been told that Orthallen is
>a traitor isn't enough of an excuse to use the spell on him.  A few pages
>later, the council members are informed that they will all undergo that
>spell just on general suspicion.  (The previous book, the spell is used on
>a servant just to clear up the fate of some missing chickens.)  The
>applicable law appears to be: Whatever makes the best theatre.

Ah, good, someone else who noticed that one! :-)
  Now, it's quite hard to even think about figuring this out, because Dani
is quite correct, that it doesn't make sense.  However, it can be tried...
  I don't remember there being any Heralds that were strongly gifted in
communications were around.  Other than Talia, of course, who probably
couldn't have handled the strain of doing that kind of working.  I remmeber
Dirk (a Fetcher), Elspeth (a Seer; she had some Mindspeech but not that
much, I don't think, and anyway she was untrained), and Alberich (a
Foreseer).  I'm sure there were others in there, but I don't remember
anyone that Talia had trusted the information about Orthallen to.  Maybe
Talia and the others all thought that a simple, first-level Truth Spell
would not be sufficient, or something.
  The Councillors had already had a proven traitor among them, and most of
the Councillors had followed said traitor's lead many times; that was
sufficient to allow for a large amount of mistrust.  And having the fate of
the kingdom, in wartime, in the hands of possible traitors is just NOT
reassuring.  It would have helped _everyone's_ morale to know that the
remaining Councillors were trustworthy.  In a war, you can't have any sort
of morale-draining rumors going around that you can counter.
  Now, the issue of using it against a commoner vs. using it against a
highborn, one of THE highest highborns in the kingdom.. Well, using the
spell against a highborn unjustly is just not a good idea; it breeds
resentment in those who were powerful enough to do something with that
resentment.  A commoner was less likely to take major offense at it; you
either showed up as guilty (in which case the Herald was justified to have
used Truth Spell anyway), or you were cleared of whatever you were accused
of.  Given that you're usually talking about a small number of people (a
village or town, with only a few thousand people in it), you'd want there
to be no doubt that you weren't guilty, or else your life would get
_really_ difficult.  A highborn, on the other hand, would probably take
offense at just the _suggestion_ that s/he wasn't loyal, or the accusation
of wrongdoing.  Usually I suspect you'd have had to go to the Council to
accuse someone of a crime, as a highborn.  So using Truth Spell on a
highborn might be limited to only times that the Council required it, or
(as in the case of the Council itself) at the orders of the Monarch (or
regent) and Monarch's Own, given reasonable suspicion which Councillors can
accept, as they could with the one Talia and Elspeth ordered.
  Make any sense? :-)

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 91 18:27:17 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: The Last Herald Mage series

mwinters@yoyodyne.ncsa.uiuc.edu (Mary Winters):
>...the reason the Truth Spell wasn't used on Orthallen....  was that Talia
>told almost noone her suspicions, and the person she did tell refused to
>believe her (Orthallen's nephew.)...  Talia was already experiencing a
>lack of confidence in herself...

Nobody is suggesting that Talia might plausibly have used a truth spell on
Orthallen earlier.  However, after her return, these considerations no
longer apply: "Ancor told me that Orthallen was in his service.  There is a
chance that he was lying, but I think we have sufficient reason to arrest
Orthallen and verify his loyalty under Truth Spell..."  Simple and
convincing, no?

It's always possible to come up with a sufficiently convoluted argument to
explain away anything the author chose to do, but it shouldn't be
necessary.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 91 01:17:49 GMT
From: kelda@milton.u.washington.edu (Kelly Doran)
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey ( was Re: The Last Herald Mage series

   A friend of mine found a prepub copy of _Winds of Fate_ (in a used book
store?!) and lent it to me. I won't post spoilers, but it is GOOD.  Among
other things, the writing has improved a lot. Release date is October 14;
I'm going to be waiting in line for my own copy.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 91 04:38:49 GMT
From: deveaux@tramp.colorado.edu (Brandon Wolfe)
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey ( was Re: The Last Herald Mage series

kelda@milton.u.washington.edu (Kelly Doran) posts:
>A friend of mine found a prepub copy of _Winds of Fate_ (in a used book
>store?!) and lent it to me. I won't post spoilers, but it is GOOD.  among
>other things, the writing has improved a lot. Release date is October 14;
>I'm going to be waiting in line for my own copy. 

Ah, please post spoilers!!

At least let us know who the major characters are going to be.  Maybe a bit
of plot.

You know, stuff that we'll be able to read on the back cover anyway.

Brandon

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 91 15:35:41 GMT
From: mwinters@yoyodyne.ncsa.uiuc.edu (Mary Winters)
Subject: Re: The Last Herald Mage series

>>The most accessible example, because it's been hashed out on the net, is
>>the permissibility of using the Truth Spell:
>
>>An asinine charade is carried out, seriously endangering the health of a
>>wounded herald, because the fact that Talia's been told that Orthallen is
>>a traitor isn't enough of an excuse to use the spell on him.  A few pages
>>later, the council members are informed that they will all undergo that
>>spell just on general suspicion.  (The previous book, the spell is used
>>on a servant just to clear up the fate of some missing chickens.)  The
>>applicable law appears to be: Whatever makes the best theatre.
>
>Ah, good, someone else who noticed that one! :-)

[reasonable explanation for inconsistency deleted]

I agree with most of the deleted explanation. Especially as regards the
Councillors. If you recall, one of them refused the Truth Spell and
"retired." However, the reason the Truth Spell wasn't used on Orthallen was
much more complicated than the fact that he was "upper class," although
that was part of it. The main reason was that Talia told almost noone her
suspicions, and the person she did tell refused to believe her (Orthallen's
nephew.) Also, Talia hadn't been TOLD that Orthallen was a traitor, she
suspected it because of things that had been happening, but she had no
concrete evidence. Until the "charade" spoken about in the above quote,
no one really believed that "Uncle Orthallen" could be a traitor.  Just
because you don't like someone is no reason to go around accusing him of
crimes!

Talia was already experiencing a lack of confidence in herself, and
throughout the series was unwilling to take action by herself, so she would
never try the Truth Spell just because SHE suspected someone, especially
when she started to believe that her opinions might be skewed by her
Empathy. The scene that proved Orthallen's guilt occurred AFTER Talia had
been told directly by the enemy prince that Orthallen was his accomplice.
Before that all she had were suspicions that Orthallen was trying to
undermine her position. She didn't understand why, and she certainly didn't
think he was working for the enemy. She was surprised when she was told the
true extent of his guilt. She set up the scene proving his guilt because
she knew no one else would believe her or be able to do anything without
proof (and she certainly wasn't up to casting the Truth Spell at that
point!)

In the incident with the chickens, there were conflicting stories that
noone could prove or disprove, and that was precisely the reason the Truth
Spell was invented. The spell WAS used on the servant, but it was also used
on the servant's employers. And Talia attempted to determine the truth
using normal means first.  In a case like that, it was part of a Herald's
JOB to use the Truth Spell. In the case of Orthallen, politics made it
impossible for Talia to do anything without proof.

The use of the Truth Spell seems realistic rather than inconsistent, IMHO.
Talia doesn't go around casting the Truth Spell on anyone and everyone just
because she doesn't like them (which was what people thought her suspicions
of Orthallen stemmed from.) This questioning of the right and wrong of the
use of her powers is what makes Talia so much more realistic to me than
other fantasy hero(ine)s. Self-doubt and introspection are a part of life
which are too often ignored in today's fantasy. It's a refreshing change to
read a book with believable characters!

Mary Winters
mwinters@ncsa.uiuc.edu
mwinters@yoyodyne.ncsa.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 91 01:08:46 GMT
From: kelda@milton.u.washington.edu (Kelly Doran)
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey ( was Re: The Last Herald Mage series

deveaux@tramp.Colorado.EDU (Brandon Wolfe) writes:
>kelda@milton.u.washington.edu (Kelly Doran) posts:
>>A friend of mine found a prepub copy of _Winds of Fate_ (in a used book
>>store?!) and lent it to me. I won't post spoilers, but it is GOOD.  Among
>>other things, the writing has improved a lot. Release date is October 14;
>>I'm going to be waiting in line for my own copy.
>
>Ah, please post spoilers!!
>
>At least let us know who the major characters are going to be.  Maybe a
>bit of plot.

 Okay, Okay, for the masochistic, here be SPOILERS:

   The protagonist is Elspeth (Heir to the throne of Valdemar, and getting
rather sick of it). It takes place approx. 7 years after the events of _By
the Sword_, (among other things, Kerowyn has become the terror of the
heraldic trainees: "It's not enough that the Weapons- master refuses to get
old and retire, but now he's got a blond twin sister! It's not fair!").

   For the first 3/4 of the book, chapters alternate between Elspeth and
events in a Tal'edras vale (did I spell that right?), combining in the last
1/4 of the book. Revelations about Need, the Mage Wars and associated
phenomena, the origins of the Shin'a'in, and other neat stuff, most of
which actually makes sense and is plausible. Very good writing, and
Elspeth's character is fully developed (she's no longer a plot device).

   Also quite a bit of detail about the Pelagirs and the Hawk- brothers.

And if you think my posting this is bad, you should try waiting to read the
actual book, WHILE someone else is reading it, not letting you read over
their shoulder, but throwing out bits of juicy detail from time to time. To
add insult to injury, she did this after I'd read the first three
chapters...

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 91 00:50:30 GMT
From: phillips@syrinx.umd.edu (Felan shena Thoron'edras)
Subject: Re: The Last Herald Mage series

dani@netcom.COM (Dani Zweig) writes:
>mwinters@yoyodyne.ncsa.uiuc.edu (Mary Winters):
>>...the reason the Truth Spell wasn't used on Orthallen....  was that
>>Talia told almost noone her suspicions, and the person she did tell
>>refused to believe her (Orthallen's nephew.)...  Talia was already
>>experiencing a lack of confidence in herself...
>
>on Orthallen earlier.  However, after her return, these considerations no
>longer apply: "Ancor told me that Orthallen was in his service.  There is
>a chance that he was lying, but I think we have sufficient reason to
>arrest Orthallen and verify his loyalty under Truth Spell..."  Simple and
>convincing, no?

Well, would it have been?  Actually, in her shape, it probably would have
been, especially since it was Dirk and Alberich and Elspeth she had to
convince.  Alberich didn't need convincing, he'd told Elspeth so, Dirk had
heard it from Elspeth.  So they could have put first-stage Truth Spell on
him (either Alberich or Dirk would have been able to do that), at least.
It would in fact have been easier to do it that way, and much safer; the
men could have stayed in the room and have kept him from doing anything.
On the other hand, one has to ask what would have happened if he _had_ been
found guilty under Truth Spell.  Would he have been killed off immediately,
been given the night to prepare his soul or something like that?  The only
safe alternative was killing him right away; otherwise Talia, at least,
would have assumed that he might find some way to get away by contacting
Ancar/Hulda.  I don't know why they _didn't_ do that.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 91 19:37:51 GMT
From: TCDEV008@ysub.ysu.edu
Subject: Re: Mercedes Lackey ( was Re: The Last Herald Mage series

Wait a minute! Wait a minute! Wait a minute!  I've read _The Last Herald
Mage_ trilogy. Is there something that came before that????  Could someone
e-mail me a correct chronology of ML books related to _The Last Herald
Mage_, Please?????

Thanks in advance.

TCDEV008@YSUB.YSU.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 91 19:13:39 GMT
From: mwinters@yoyodyne.ncsa.uiuc.edu (Mary Winters)
Subject: Re: The Last Herald Mage series

dani@netcom.COM (Dani Zweig) writes:
>Nobody is suggesting that Talia might plausibly have used a truth spell on
>Orthallen earlier.  However, after her return, these considerations no
>longer apply: "Ancor told me that Orthallen was in his service.  There is
>a chance that he was lying, but I think we have sufficient reason to
>arrest Orthallen and verify his loyalty under Truth Spell..."  Simple and
>convincing, no?

Simple and convincing, yes, but you are ignoring the situation at that
time: 1) Talia was in no position to cast the truth spell herself; 2) noone
else who was around at the time could cast it either - she was housed with
a bunch of healers and wounded and all the Heralds were busy fighting a
war!; and 3) although the Queen gave her daughter *some* authority,
arresting a Council member without proof until a Herald could be spared for
the Truth Spell would be difficult, if not impossible for her. Therefore,
if she and Talia were going to stop Orthallen, it had to be by means other
than the Truth Spell.

>It's always possible to come up with a sufficiently convoluted argument to
>explain away anything the author chose to do, but it shouldn't be
>necessary.

I don't see what's so convoluted about the facts of the story. You seem to
agree that after her return she had more cause for accusing Orthallen than
before. Do you think it was possible for her or her lifemate to cast the
Truth Spell at that time even though they were both barely able to stay
conscious? Or do you think it would have been better for Talia to wait
until the Queen and the other Heralds weren't busy (thus giving Orthallen
the chance to escape)?

And as for her using the Truth Spell on him earlier, I still don't see how
Talia's character, as portrayed, could have done so without seeming to go
against her own beliefs and feelings. If you do, could you share your ideas
in more detail? Maybe I'm missing something...;-)

Mary Winters
mwinters@ncsa.uiuc.edu
mwinters@yoyodyne.ncsa.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: Mon, 29 Jul 91 19:51 EDT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

Title: Hellflower
Author: Eluki bes Shahar
Publisher: DAW
Date: June 1991
Format: paperback, 252 pages US $3.99
ISBN: 0-88677-475-6

   This is a better-than-average space adventure with a flavor reminiscent
of Jo Clayton's work.  Butterfly St.  Cyr is an honest smuggler with a
dangerous secret; her ship carries a forbidden AI that happens to be her
best friend.  When she rescues a mercenary who turns out to be a prince,
the complications draw her into a lethal intrigue.  The author's vivid
imagery and language are what lift this book out of the ordinary; also her
protagonist is very likeable.  Recommended.

Title: Go Tell the Spartans
Author: Jerry Pournelle
Author: S.M. Stirling
Publisher: Baen
Date: June 1991
Format: paperback,  345 pages US $4.95
ISBN: 0-671-72061-9

   This is Stirling being a good influence again.  Take a random Pournelle
opus, rip out most of Pournelle's heavy-handed "ve vill have *order*"
conservative chuntering, replace with Stirling's superior world-building
and writing, and that's what you have here.  This book covers a gap in the
future of _The_Mote_In_God's_Eye_, chronicling the events that forced
Sparta out of its isolationism into the role of imperial power (and,
eventually, nucleus of the First Empire).

NOTE:
   Jack Vance's excellent fantasy _Madouc_ comes out in mass-market
paperback this month (August 1991).  So does Tad Williams's _The_Stone_
of_Farewell_.

------------------------------
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Date: 15 Jul 91 18:13:41 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Niven's characters *spoiler*

sheepsqueezer@kcbbs.gen.nz (Colin Jones) writes:
>IMO Teela's Protectorhood can be seem a slightly different way - what her
>'luck gene' has been bred for is the survival of her 'genetic heritage',
>not Teela herself (although these would normally be similar) (shades of
>Dawkins :).

To clarify for people who haven't read Dawkins (please run right out and do
so), genes can propagate themselves by sacrificing one body in which they
appear for the benefit of the other bodies in which they appear. A father
who has a gene that causes him to sacrifice himself to save his children
will have already passed on that gene to them, and that behavior will help
ensure that that gene continues on to more generations.

Similar arguments apply to self-sacrifice for siblings and even larger
social groups, although for the case of Teela the argument needs to take
into account that her "luck gene" would be sacrificing her for the benefit
of the other copies of the luck gene in other people, not necessarily for
the entire human race. The latter is more difficult (but perhaps not
impossible) to argue, since it gets more and more indirect.

Richard Dawkins' book for the general public is The Blind Watchmaker, his
first and mildly technical book is The Selfish Gene, now out in a revised
second edition, and his most technical book on the subject is The Extended
Phenotype, which answers some criticisms from his colleagues.

All excellent books, extremely influential. I thought I understood
evolution until I read Selfish Gene; then I realized I'd really previously
only had the vaguest of ideas how it worked, by comparison with afterwards.
An absolute must-read for anyone with any interest in evolution and
genetics.

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
apple!netcom!doug
sun.com!jfrank!doug
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 18:09:02 GMT
From: C31801SE@wuvmd.wustl.edu
Subject: Re: Niven's characters (future Known Space stories)

Of course there is another way to solve the problem of Teela Genes Meet the
Core Explosion: reveal that there is no such thing as a luck gene, that
with so many humans running around Known Space, a few of them are bound to
LOOK like statistical anomalies.  Then go on to say that Teela's chances
for survival at any given time were the same as any other human's would
have been, no matter how many times she had already survived at incredible
odds.  From this point of view, Teela is like a fair coin which, thus far,
has always landed heads BUT which still has a 50-50 chance of heads the
next time you flip it.  Louis Wu and various puppeteers simply *think* the
coin is lucky.  Or weighted :) This is probably not an original theory, but
I haven't seen it here yet (yes, and how long have I been reading this
group?:) 

Bridget Spitznagel

------------------------------

Date: 15 Jul 91 06:25:40 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (The Film Fan Man)
Subject: Re: Leshy Circuit

jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll) writes...
>This question keeps coming up. If I was smart, I'd save this list to make
>reposting easier.

>       Title                   Type            Collection
[...]
>       Rammer                  Short Story     A Hole in Space
>       Children of the State   Short Story     Galaxy Magazine, 1976
>	A World Out of Time	Novel		N/A
[...]
> A World Out of Time was a fix-up of 'Rammer', and 'Children of the
>State'.

First, there is another story that falls in between "Rammer" and "Children
of the State" called "Down and Out", also published in GALAXY in 1976
(February issue, if memory serves).

Secondly, "Children of the State" wasn't a short story, but a novel-length
serial. Basically, "Rammer" was the first chapter of A WORLD OUT OF TIME,
"Down and Out" was the second (possibly second and third) chapter, and
"Children of the State" was the rest.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 03:36:04 GMT
From: 003@pnet16.cts.com (Lcdr Smith)
Subject: Lucifer's Hammer--Slaves?

Hmm, it has been awhile since I read this book (about 2 years) but as I
remember it, they discussed a choice between execution, enslavement, and
imprisonment.  They nixed the first two choices, and went for the latter.
The "angels" were imprisoned on an island in the middle of the San Joaquin
Sea, with the communist astronaut placed in charge.  The really bad guys
died, and Sergeant Hook in particular died an ugly death by mustard gas.
Moreover, don't forget it was the _black_ astronaut who led the impassioned
plea at the end to save the nuclear power plant, while the white leaders
sat around speechless.  Remember, too, that this book was written at least
10 years ago (not sure, but might be more) when race relations were at an
even worse state than currently.

Personally, as a female, I took umbrage with the bits about the immediate
squelching of women into second class citizens.  The bits about Maureen (?)
being the "princess" with 3 "heroes" fighting for her hand, and the
position of heir-apparent to the Senator really torqued me off.

But, as an abashed end-of-the-world book lover, I rate LH pretty high on my
list of preferred books.

Sheri
UUCP: humu!nctams1!pnet16!003
ARPA: humu!nctams1!pnet16!003@nosc.mil
INET: 003@pnet16.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Jul 91 02:56:10 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (The Film Fan Man)
Subject: Re: Leshy Circuit

jimcat@itsgw.rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak) writes:
>Now here I have some problems. These are the stories set in the Universe
>of "The State". How do you reconcile these with the Leshy Circuit
>Universe?  I never noticed any obvious connections within the stories; the
>two milleux seem to be independent of each other. Did Niven himself say
>that the State stories belong to the Leshy Circuit Universe? (I really
>should take a look at the bibliography in _Tales of Known Space_ for the
>answer to that.)

Actually, that's the *wrong* thing to do. No one that I know ever believed
that the State series and the Leshy series had anything to do with each
other. I *think* that the reason this "idea" got started was because
"Rammer" was listed (incorrectly) in the bibliography in TOKS. There wasn't
any hard evidence to discount the connection, so everyone just went along
with it.

(And don't blame me for the error in that bibliography. I worked on the
TOKS timeline, but not the bibliography.)

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 91 09:32:52 GMT
From: burns@latcs1.lat.oz.au (Jonathan Burns)
Subject: Re: Lucifer's Hammer

Pardon please if I skip the attributions: many and good, but too deeply
buried in the threads.

Given Niven & Pournelles' point that technology keeps us from many hard
social choices, it seems to me they take it too far in _Lucifer's Hammer_.

Compare the white settlement in Australia. The first convict settlements
had a corps of gaolers and a majority of convicts.

In the first years there was dire privation and reliance on re-supply from
Britain. Presently there were crops being raised, chain-gangs making roads,
manacles and floggings, and some really lovely stone houses built by
convicts with masonry experience.

The intent of His Majesty's Government was to build a colony, however; the
gulag was instrumental. As convicts survived their sentences, they were
granted small amounts of money, and title to large amounts of land if they
could settle it.

The Lucifer colony would have obvious incentives to go the same way. Why
burden the new society with a majority who stand to gain nothing from it?
Why make a permanent caste of gaolers? Would you trust them ultimately any
further than the convicts? The colony does not seem forced to slavery so
much as to peasant farming. (But this would begin to make the picture of
post-technological society look a little too rosy for N&Ps' stern moral
:-))

A longer view would emphasize that if the society could capitalize on
experience in settling and scavenging, then it could offer the rudiments of
life to other survivors, and improve the labour pool and skills base.
Rather than living in fear of the (very temporary) marauders in their keep,
they only have to disarm them and then point out the obvious mutual
benefits.

N&P are historically uncurious when it comes to medieval models.  They
think of feudalism as the default condition, with a Duke and a corps of
hard men owing him fealty. True Hobbesians, with a deep, deep lack of
social trust. They might have considered the Swiss model of cantonal
democracy. They might also have explored their own libertarian leanings,
with an eye to the worst case.

The other unlikelihood is that these people would be running a gulag when
they have an industrial base to reclaim. Here they have a reactor going,
they're the only ones in a thousand miles with hot water. But how long will
that reactor keep going, before the insulation frays, the pipes corrode,
etc.? They're in the position of Vernor Vinge's castaways in _Marooned in
Realtime_: there's a chance they can restart technology _as long as they
can keep the free allegiance of a sufficient number of intelligent people_.
In the situation of LH, I'd be sending my Angels far and wide to scavenge
machine tools and manuals, before the rain got to them. And how am I to do
that, if I can't let them out of my sight?

Given the knowledge that there is such a thing as technology, slavery looks
like the least promising choice; frontier-style capitalism looks better;
and I'm not sure I wouldn't go for a collectivist meritocracy, or
syndicalist guild system.

Finally, to the argument that technology is what makes slavery not worth
the trouble, there's always the Draka...
 
Jonathan Burns
Computer Science Dept 
La Trobe University   
burns@latcs1.lat.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 17 Jul 91 16:06:50 GMT
From: hobbit@ac.dal.ca
Subject: Re: Lucifer's Hammer

burns@latcs1.lat.oz.au (Jonathan Burns) writes:
> Compare the white settlement in Australia. The first convict settlements
> had a corps of gaolers and a majority of convicts.
[text deleted]

I think your analogy is very inappropriate on one important score -
Australia was virtually empty, while post-Hammer California is bursting
with refugees.  You can't run a colonization system on crowded land. And
you point out yourself that a forced labour/slavery system was used in the
first years of hardship. Also, there is no suggestion of a "permanent caste
of gaolers", and there were only fifty prisoners, which I do not think
constituted a majority.
 
> would begin to make the picture of post-technological society look a
> little too rosy for N&Ps' stern moral :-))

Post-holocaust society, you mean. The mountain enclave was setting out to
rebuilt the technology.
 
> A longer view would emphasize that if the society could capitalize on
> experience in settling and scavenging, then it could offer the rudiments
> of life to other survivors, and improve the labour pool and skills base.
> Rather than living in fear of the (very temporary) marauders in their
> keep, they only have to disarm them and then point out the obvious mutual
> benefits.

I got the feeling that this was eventually how it would work. You must
remember, LH covers only the first year after Hammerfall.

> The other unlikelihood is that these people would be running a gulag when
> they have an industrial base to reclaim. Here they have a reactor going,
> they're the only ones in a thousand miles with hot water. But how long
> will that reactor keep going, before the insulation frays, the pipes
> corrode, etc.? They're in the position of Vernor Vinge's castaways in
> _Marooned in Realtime_: there's a chance they can restart technology _as
> long as they can keep the free allegiance of a sufficient number of
> intelligent people_. In the situation of LH, I'd be sending my Angels far
> and wide to scavenge machine tools and manuals, before the rain got to
> them. And how am I to do that, if I can't let them out of my sight?

I'm really puzzled at some of your perceptions of this book. You have read
it, right?

You make it sound like they set out to run a gulag as a priority of the
enclave, which of course is screwy. And they most definitely were running
scavenger missions, with the people like Harvey whatshisname that they
could trust.

"I'd be sending my Angels"???  They don't own the Angels, you know.
Remember, the Angels/New Brotherhood are religious fanatics opposed to
everything the enclave stands for. It'd be a little much to expect
unsupervised voluntary cooperation right away.  Probably they can be
"deprogrammed" eventually, to be released and made citizens, but not yet.
 
> Given the knowldge that there is such a thing as technology, slavery
> looks like the least promising choice; frontier-style capitalism looks
> better; and I'm not sure I wouldn't go for a collectivist meritocracy, or
> syndicalist guild system.

My god, these people are fighting to feed themselves, and you want to
discuss the merits of guild systems! :-)

Roald

------------------------------

Date: 19 Jul 91 19:37:39 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.unh.edu
Subject: Niven the weirdo.

   For those who want insight into Niven's personal beliefs, read "The
Return of William Proxmire" and "_Staying_ Rich".

   "tRoWP" shows just what Niven thinks about NASA, and "SR" tells just
what Niven thinks about the world.  In it is the following gem (not
necessarily verbatim):

   "It costs a lot to count votes. . .Which is the only nation in Africa to
let its citizens vote?  South Africa, the rich one."

   Although I can't agree since South Africa (at least, then) only let less
than a third (something like that) of its population vote.  Although if you
want to be really picky, the non-whites in South Africa weren't considered
citizens, so that's correct, but it's not right.

J_Delano@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: Mon, 22 Jul 91 11:34 EDT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

Title: Alien Minds
Author: Keith Laumer
Publisher: Baen
Date: May 1991
Format: paperback, 326 pages US $4.50
ISBN: 0-671-72055-4

   Keith Laumer was never a writer of the first rank, but he did produce a
number of minor classics of the genre at one time (his Retief and Bolo
stories being perhaps the best known).  This anthology was evidently
intended as tribute, but it mainly highlights what a desperate wreck his
career has become.  The two new stories in this anthology ("The
Propitiation of Brullamagoo" and "Reverse English") are not merely bad,
they're embarrassingly awful make-you-wince bad.  The rest, including the
good ones ("Hybrid", "Dinochrome", "Doorstep") are all familiar anthology
fare from going on thirty years ago.  No reason to bother buying this one.

Title: The Host
Author: Peter R. Emshwiller
Publisher: Bantam/Spectra
Date: May 1991
Format: paperback, 358 pp, US$4.50
ISBN: 0-553-28984-5

   There's good news and bad news about Peter Emshwiller's novel, "The
Host."  The good news is that Emshwiller is unafraid to wrestle with and
take bold stands on controversial moral issues (his protagonist's
principles have interestingly Objectivist overtones).  The bad news is that
"The Host" features competent but unimaginative writing, derivative plot
elements (a culture where the rich live above ground, the poor below, and
the jaded rich hire poor folks to lend them their bodies for amusement),
unlikely slang, and credibility-straining coincidences (e.g., a female
doctor who has met the protagonist only once throws aside career and safety
to help him clear his name).  But the ingenuity and upbeat determination of
Emshwiller's male hero to become a "mother" add appeal to an otherwise
ordinary "read-once" novel. [CCO]

Title: Serpent Catch
Author: Dave Wolverton
Publisher: Bantam/Spectra
Date: May 1991
Format: paperback, 418 pp, US$4.99
ISBN: 0-553-28983-7

   "Serpent Catch" is a coming-of-age novel.  Unlike most such works, the
hero is a half-Neanderthal, half human hybrid, resident on a planet seeded
with various animal, plant, and human species thousands of years ago by an
advanced race as a sophisticated kind of nature preserve.  The hero's quest
is to capture a kind of sea serpent essential to preserving the ecology of
the country in which his people live; to succeed, he must come to grips
with both his human and Neanderthal heritage.  Both Wolverton's
world-building and characters are quietly convincing, though the inclusion
of a member of the advanced race that seeded the planet in the expedition
smacks too loudly of the "deus ex machina" nature and the happy ending
seems a bit forced. [CCO]
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Date: 5 Aug 91 00:18:04 GMT
From: sos@oz.plymouth.edu (Steffan O'Sullivan)
Subject: Re: David Brin

dani@netcom.COM (Dani Zweig) writes:
>Alternatively, read "Startide Rising", which was probably the best novel
>of its year.  If you like it, look at Brin's other books, including a
>prequel ("Sundiver") and a sequel ("The Uplift War") to SR.

I thought that 
A) Sundiver was written before Startide Rising; and
B) A Prequel was a book written which takes place earlier in time but is
written at a later date than another book.

If those two assumptions are correct, Sundiver is not a prequel.  It is
also a much better book on the second reading, BTW.

Steffan O'Sullivan		         
sos@oz.plymouth.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Aug 91 11:04:17 GMT
From: leo@ph.tn.tudelft.nl (Leo Breebaart)
Subject: Why do we always want sequels? (was: David Brin)

[We were talking about David Brin, but suddenly something triggered
 me into writing the following. ]

pss1@wayne.unh.edu (Paul S Secinaro) writes:

> Well, _The Uplift War_, as I recall, takes place right at the time of
> _Startide Rising_, and deals with the war that got started in the
> earlier book.  I would hope that Brin is intending to tie everything
> together at some point - he leaves a lot of loose ends.
> [...]
> I just hope  he doesn't keep us waiting too much longer for a sequel.  
> I want to know who the Progenitors are!

I have been reading sf-lovers for some years now, and Paul's article is a
typical example of an attitude that keeps appearing in different threads
again and again.

The average sf-loving book-reader, WANTS TO HAVE EVERYTHING EXPLAINED.

This is a desire that I can sympathize with to some extent, but am I the
only one who thinks that it might be a good thing if after reading a book
there is still something left to wonder about?

Two prime examples of this, in the SF world, are Brin's "Startide Rising",
and Clarke's "Rendezvous with Rama".

The first one is essentially an adventure story, the second a
sense-of-wonder exploration story. Both tell a rounded, complete tale, with
no loose ends *of the plot* left untied. But both stories are set against a
certain background, that heavily interacts with those plots, and it is that
background story that is never explained 'properly'.

In Brin, we never get to know who the Progenitors are, where that fleet of
derelict spaceships actually came from, and in a sense: what will happen
next to our heroes: when the story closes they have successfully won one
particular 'battle', but they are still very much in danger.

In Clarke, we never find out who the Ramans are, or what the purpose of
their ship was. Instead the book closes with that famous last paragraph,
which so totally surprised me the first time I read it, that for days (I
was a kid then) I did nothing else but write, in my mind, my own sequels.

And indeed, isn't it much more fun to have your own ideas about these
things?  To discuss it with friends? To post your theories to Usenet? Yet
so many people seem to disagree. They *want* David Brin to tell them who
the Progenitors are.  They *want* Clarke to tell them what the Ramans want.

Well I don't, which explains why I haven't read Rama II yet and will never
do so if I can help it. Even if it was an amazingly good book (which I
gather it is *not*), it would still be a disappointment to me. Clarke
should have left well enough alone.

It also explains why I was so incredibly pleased with Brin's "Uplift War".
I was fully expecting an 'explaining' sequel. Instead, none of the original
answers were answered, none of the original characters were used, the book
was totally original, and many *more* questions were being posed and left
to the reader's imagination. To me this is almost the only acceptable way
for an author to re-use a universe.

Still I am afraid that in the third Uplift book Brin *will* make the (to me
horrible) mistake of tying everything up. Explaining who the Progenitors
are. Explaining who uplifted Earth. Put everything neatly together. Satisfy
thousands of readers. God, I hope he won't!

The odds are probably against it, though. To my dismay, more and more
authors are giving in to their readers' (and publishers') demands, and
writing more and more sequels and prequels and what-have-you, to books that
are sometimes decades old.

I don't know. Perhaps I am fighting windmills here. Whether it's books or
movies or television shows, the trend has been obvious for many years now:
it is *sequels* that we want. And so it is sequels that we are getting.
God forbid that we should use our own imagination.

Again let me assure you that I don't mind people being *interested* in what
happens next, it's just that in many cases I think the author should be
wise enough to smile knowingly, and answer all requests in this direction
with the words: "What happens next is whatever *you* think that happens".

Leo Breebaart
leo@ph.tn.tudelft.nl

------------------------------

Date: 5 Aug 91 20:18:59 GMT
From: hsv3!mvp@vicom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Subject: Re: Why do we always want sequels? (was: David Brin)

leo@ph.tn.tudelft.nl writes:
>Still I am afraid that in the third Uplift book Brin *will* make the (to
>me horrible) mistake of tying everything up. ... God, I hope he won't!

Let me preface this by saying I loved all three of the Uplift books, and
plan to grab the next one as soon as it appears.

However, what Brin did in "Startide" was more than just not explain
everything.  He played coy with the readers, by not giving them important
information that every single one of the human and dolphin characters had.
Just what *was* so upsetting about the alien body they found, and the fleet
they had discovered?  Brin never gives a shred of description of either.  I
found that damned annoying.

Mike Van Pelt
Headland Technology
mvp@hsv3.lsil.com
...ames!vsi1!hsv3!mvp

------------------------------

Date: 5 Aug 91 22:24:43 GMT
From: ejohnson@cobalt.cco.caltech.edu (Eric C. Johnson)
Subject: Re: Why do we always want sequels? (was: David Brin)

leo@ph.tn.tudelft.nl (Leo Breebaart) writes:
> Still I am afraid that in the third Uplift book Brin *will* make the (to
> me horrible) mistake of tying everything up. Explaining who the
> Progenitors are. Explaining who uplifted Earth. Put everything neatly
> together. Satisfy thousands of readers. God, I hope he won't!

Though I can't say for sure, I doubt that "all will be revealed" in
SOONERS, the next Uplift novel.  This book is planned as a direct sequel to
STARTIDE RISING and will continue the adventures of the guys in the skiff
(which Brin refers to as the less interesting bunch, though it's been a
while since I read STARTIDE and can't really remember who was where when
the book ended).  In any event, he hasn't started writing the book yet
(unless he's just lying about it) so it will be at least a year or so
before we see it.  His next novel will be STRATOS, which he claims is
three-fourths done (in which case it will be a relatively short book).

Eric C. Johnson
ejohnson@cobalt.cco.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Aug 91 01:42:18 GMT
From: steinly@zeppo.tapir.caltech.edu (Steinn Sigurdsson)
Subject: Re: Why do we always want sequels? (was: David Brin)

mvp@hsv3 (Mike Van Pelt) writes:
>leo@ph.tn.tudelft.nl writes:
>>Still I am afraid that in the third Uplift book Brin *will* make the (to
>>me horrible) mistake of tying everything up. ... God, I hope he won't!
>
>Let me preface this by saying I loved all three of the Uplift books, and
>plan to grab the next one as soon as it appears.
>
>However, what Brin did in "Startide" was more than just not explain
>everything.  He played coy with the readers, by not giving them important
>information that every single one of the human and dolphin characters had.
>Just what *was* so upsetting about the alien body they found, and the
>fleet they had discovered?  Brin never gives a shred of description of
>either.  I found that damned annoying.

   Well, last I heard Brin will not by any means tie everything up, he is
sure to keep the readers tantalized for at least another decade...
   As to why Brin did not explain everything in "Startide Rising", it is
simple: the human and dolphin characters may have known what was going on,
but Brin sure didn't. In fact he told us he only decided what was happening
this year, and I'll believe that when I see it - he offered a spoiler but
was vehemently turned down.
   If you don't believe an author may not know the complete background to a
story, go check the Tolkien discussion or read any of the hexologies that
are "the greatest fantasy since Tolkien"...

Steinn Sigurdsson
Physics, Caltech
steinly@tapir.Caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Aug 91 02:17:47 GMT
From: deveaux@tramp.colorado.edu (J.A. Deveaux)
Subject: Re: Why do we always want sequels? (was: David Brin)

mvp@hsv3 (Mike Van Pelt) writes:
>However, what Brin did in "Startide" was more than just not explain
>everything.  He played coy with the readers, by not giving them important
>information that every single one of the human and dolphin characters had.
>Just what *was* so upsettingabout the alien body they found, and the fleet
>they had discovered?  Brin never gives a shred of description of either.
>I found that damned annoying. 

I disagree with that.  I just finished rereading the Uplift universe
novels, and while Brin definitely states that the **Galactics** ***seem***
to know, or at least suspect what the body and the fleet is, he makes it
pretty clear that the humans and dolphins are pretty clueless.

That is why Jillian Baskin was trying to figure out what Herbie was all
about, and why she was wondering what the Galactics *think* it is that the
Streaker found.

J.A. Deveaux

------------------------------

Date: 5 Aug 91 16:39:09 GMT
From: PYC119@uriacc.uri.edu (Tom Linkenback)
Subject: Jack Chalker & "The Demons at Rainbow Bridge"

   Has anyone out there read this (and/or it's companion?)  It looks to be
good for Chalker fans, and I'm trying to decide whether or not to blow the
$$ on it.

Tom Linkenback
PYC119 at URIACC

------------------------------

Date: 6 Aug 91 01:07:03 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Jack Chalker & "The Demons at Rainbow Bridge"

PYC119@URIACC.URI.EDU (Tom Linkenback):
> Has anyone out there read this (and/or it's companion?)  It looks to be
> good for Chalker fans, and I'm trying to decide whether or not to blow
> the $$ on it....

It's typical-but-uninspired Chalker so far.  Given that it'll be years
before the entire series is out, I'd wait for it to appear as a second-hand
paperback before buying it.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Aug 91 23:02:51 GMT
From: dfl@panix.com (Danny O'Bedlam)
Subject: Re: R. Crumb on Philip K. Dick ??

loos@frodo.mgh.harvard.edu (William D.B. Loos) writes:
> The said friend claims that years ago he saw a comic by R. Crumb which
> either all of or part of was devoted to the life of Philip K. Dick.
> He'd like to locate it, whatever it was, but doesn't have enough
> information even to consult sources.  Can anyone help?  Thanks much.

Actually it was not about 'the life of PKD.'  In one of the early/middle
issues of WEIRDO Crumb drew a piece entitled "the religious experience of
Philip K Dick" which was based on the true story from which both VALIS and
Radio Free Albemuth are based.  the story was also related in Gregg
Rickman's Interview series PKD In his own words or whatever it was called,
I think the 2nd volume.  This is one of Crumb's best pieces (I think) that
ever appeared in Weirdo, indicative of his more evolved art that he used in
the mid 80s.  The art he's done in HUP comix for example is more like the
art he drew in the late 60s.  Back issues of WEIRDO are available from Last
Gasp but I don't remember which issue it appeared in, I think it was one in
the teens probably between 11 and 15.

Danny  Lieberman
dfl@panix.com
cmcl2!panix!dfl

------------------------------

Date: 5 Aug 91 10:14:41 GMT
From: kers@hplb.hpl.hp.com (Chris Dollin)
Subject: Re: book request, Zenna Henderson?

Just (last Friday evening) seen in Waterstones at Bath [that's in the UK,
guys]; a ``new'' Zenna Henderson collection, containing both Pilgrimage and
No Different Flesh, *plus* several (at least 5) ``uncollected'' shorts.

Like a fool, I had no paper, pen, or memory available. So I can't tell you
ISBN, publisher, or dates. I might buy it (though it's a bit much just for
the uncollecteds). However, it exists, and the next time I go in I shall
try and write the details somewhere more permanent than the few remaining
brain cells.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Aug 91 01:09:15 GMT
From: wolf@flex (Phil latona)
Subject: Elizabeth Moon

Are there any fans of Elizabeth Moon's "Deed Of Paksenarrion" series? I am
of the opinion that they some of the best fantasy books written to date and
by an author who knows what's she's talking about when dealing with a
military outlook. She was, after all, a Marine...

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 91 11:00:09 GMT
From: tolklang-request@lfcs.ed.ac.uk (Julian Bradfield)
Subject: Monthly posting: TolkLang - mailing list on Tolkien's languages.

TolkLang

    Contact: tolklang-request@lfcs.ed.ac.uk (Julian Bradfield)

    Purpose: Discussions of the linguistic aspects of 
    J.R.R. Tolkien's works. This covers everything from Elvish
    vocabulary and grammar to his use of Old English. The list is 
    (lightly) moderated.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Aug 91 17:36:04 GMT
From: HEROY%LSUVM@ricevm1.rice.edu (Paul Heroy)
Subject: Vance's _Madouc_

Eric Raymond mentioned at the end of his latest Short Takes review that
Jack Vance's _Madouc_ is an August 1991 paperback, and excellent. It did
receive the 1990 World Fantasy award for best novel, so apparently he's not
alone in this judgement. I saw it on the shelf a couple of weeks ago, and
had heard it was good so picked it up to look at it. I didn't buy it
because something on one of the covers made me think that it's part of a
trilogy - Lyonesse, maybe? I'm not familiar with Vance - can someone
confirm/deny this?  If so, how good are the others, and what are their
names? (This bookstore, my local favorite, isn't a chain and stocks a much
deeper selection, but had virtually no other Vance books.)

Thanks.

Paul Heroy
HEROY@LSUVM
heroy@lsuvm.sncc.lsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Aug 91 06:06:54 GMT
From: bob@dolores.stanford.edu (Bob Lodenkamper)
Subject: Re: Vance's _Madouc_

HEROY%LSUVM@RICEVM1.RICE.EDU (Paul Heroy) writes:
>Eric Raymond mentioned at the end of his latest Short Takes review that
>Jack Vance's _Madouc_ is an August 1991 paperback, and excellent. It did
>receive the 1990 World Fantasy award for best novel, so apparently he's
>not alone in this judgement. I saw it on the shelf a couple of weeks ago,
>and had heard it was good so picked it up to look at it. I didn't buy it
>because something on one of the covers made me think that it's part of a
>trilogy - Lyonesse, maybe? I'm not familiar with Vance - can someone
>confirm/deny this?  If so, how good are the others, and what are their
>names? (This bookstore, my local favorite, isn't a chain and stocks a much
>deeper selection, but had virtually no other Vance books.)

The titles of the trilogy (how completely surprising...) are _Lyonesse_,
_The Green Pearl_, and _Madouc_.  I thought all the books were interesting.
Admittedly the mythology is basically Celtic (which is badly overused in
the field), but it is well done.

Bob

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 91 19:44:41 GMT
From: ele9102@cdc835.cdc.polimi.it (Francesco Marcolla)
Subject: Help

In these months Jonathan Wylie's books are being translated in italian for
the first time. I bought and read _The First Named_.  I found it nice, but
not remarkable in any way. Could someone tell me whether its sequels are
worth buying ?  Thanks in advance.

Francesco Marcolla
ele9102@cdc835.cdc.polimi.it

------------------------------

Date: 5 Aug 91 15:51:57 GMT
From: IQTI400@indycms.iupui.edu (MacPhil)
Subject: Answer to Request

kruger@socrates.umd.edu (Jonathan Kruger) writes:
>A friend gave me a book to read about 4 years ago.  It was about a young
>telepath and a man who grew younger as his life became more dangerous.  I
>think the kid's name was Mannie.
>
>I know it's not much to go on, but does this sound familiar to anyone?

The book is _Mindhopper_.  The old man is his grandfather(?).

I don't recall the name of the author, but I have the book at home.

iqti400@indycms.bitnet
iqti400@indycms.iupui.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		 Books - Card (4 msgs) & Clarke (2 msgs) &
                         Crichton & Donaldson &
                         Silverberg & Turtledove

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 5 Aug 91 02:18:38 GMT
From: U35087@uicvm.uic.edu (Brady Daniels)
Subject: Re: Xenocide/Gloriously Bright

halcyon!hikaru@seattleu.edu says:
>descolada. And I really could have done without the young Valentine. She
>REALLY got on my nerves quite a bit.

Really? I don't even remember her saying anything.  Her role seemed very
minor.  I didn't understand the point of bringing those two characters
back unless for a sequel?

The thing that annoyed me SO MUCH was the impotency of Ender.  This the man
that destroyed an alien race as a child and led a new religious/ humanist
movement as an adult was next to useless.  He couldn't get along with his
wife and was very threatened by his older/younger(?) brother. He turned
into a serious wimp.  I guess it's my problem, but I have grown very used
to Ender, and having him transform so drastically really bothers me.  I
would rate _Xenocide_ as okay, far below the levels of its predecessors.

Brady Daniels
u35087@uicvm.uic.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Aug 91 17:12:20 GMT
From: hikaru@halcyon.wa.com
Subject: Re: Xenocide/Gloriously Bright

U35087@uicvm.uic.edu (Brady Daniels) writes:
> The thing that annoyed me SO MUCH was the impotency of Ender.  This the
> man that destroyed an alien race as a child and led a new religious/
> humanist movement as an adult was next to useless.  He couldn't get along
> with his wife and was very threatened by his older/younger(?) brother. He
> turned into a serious wimp.  I guess it's my problem, but I have grown
> very used to Ender, and having him transform so drastically really
> bothers me.  I would rate _Xenocide_ as okay, far below the levels of its
> predecessors.

I know what you mean but, I thought that maybe, just maybe, that was the
point. Ender is now twice as old, subjectively, as he was in Speaker For
the Dead. He's had about 30 years to let the last 4000 years catch up with
him.

UUCP: hikaru@halcyon.uucp
Internet: halcyon!hikaru@seattleu.edu  

------------------------------

Date: 5 Aug 91 17:17:53 GMT
From: abacus!jmf@fernwood.mpk.ca.us (Joan Frankel)
Subject: Re: OSCard-Folk of the Fringe

MLW@MATH.AMS.COM (Maxine L. Wolfson) writes:
>Just started _Folk of the Fringe_ and am relatively bemused.  Not by the
>story (very clear - almost too overt in spots) or the writing style, or
>the characters.  It's just that I HATE the book and the story, but can not
>put it down!  What a writer.

There are 2 stellar stories in that book, the one about the paraplegic
teacher and the one about the non-Mormon salvage kid.  These both saw sf
magazine life outside the Fringe book before its publication and I believe
one or both of them won deserved awards.

As for the rest of the stories...yech!  Well, I liked parts of the central
portion of the last one, about the missionary kid in South America, but it
ends lamely because of its need to fit into the book-ending schema.  We get
an amazing amount of religious rhetoric in this story, such as: "the
American continents were given by G-d to the Indians, but when certain
tribes devoted themselves to the torture of their enemies, this mandate was
taken from them all and given to the Mormons upon their arrival".  I'm
reasonably sure Card believes this stuff as truly as his idealistic
missionary kid narrator does.  That actually works to make the story
good-in-part; you're getting this loopy stuff thrown at you baldly by a
believer who's given up being cagey about it, there at the end of his book.

Usually I like conversational, gossipy author's forwards (as opposed to
critical/pedantic ones) but Card's left me squirming.  Let's see: He's not
comfortable, he says, unless he's in a group of fellow Mormons.  Even if he
appears to be having a good time among us heathens, he's not, and he feels
he's a conspicuous outsider all the while...

Card introduces those 2 good stories as being told from the role of
outsider, which he's adopted to point out some of the insularity of Mormon
society; then he turns the very real and very isolated characters into
non-convincing insiders by quick key-stroke in later stories.

This book is put forward as a book of futuristic fiction for and about
Mormons.  I remember it even having a disclaimer, not written by Card,
explaining the sf narrative techniques used therein to Mormon readers who
may be unfamiliar with sf, and apologizing for any dark/negative
connotations.

I can only judge it as a work of associated stories, and as such it's
frighteningly amateurish, the 2 good stories being negated by their place
in and co-option by the narrative whole.  Card works overtime in all the
other stories to convey enough wholesomeness and moral uplift to make
anyone gag, usually at the complete expense of an otherwise marginally
viable theme.

I guess Mormons are supposed to end the book with a warm and fuzzy feeling,
while the rest of us are supposed to be inspired to want to join that
improbable lead-off story band of happy, laughing, singing, dancing
characters who are on their way west following the massacre of everyone
they know.  These survivers were mostly hiding in closets during the
massacre and had to wade through the dismembered bodies of their nearest
and dearest as they made their escape, but they're still irrepressible
optimists, because, they tell their guide, that's an inherent part of being
Mormon. I don't believe in this behavior for a minute, or in much else that
follows in the book relating to wholesome family units facing various
obstacles.

Card acts as though he's adopted a brave stance at the end of this first
story when he vaguely hints that current LDS policy of taking kids away
from caring single parents in favor of placement in 2-parent foster homes
MAY be wrong in particular instances.  GOLLY!

This book has apparently been written with an eye toward approval by the
current LDS hierarchy, and is dismayingly but not suprisingly protective of
Card's burgeoning real-life role within this hierarchy.

If you read it as a religious tract surrounding 2 very good stories, you
may be able to stand it.  Thats how I took it.

[For more such torture-by-tract, but a FAR better narrative construct, at
least in its first half, read the book he wrote, originally under a
pseudonym, about Dinah, his ancestor and one of the founding mothers of the
Mormon church.  Paperback title is something like "A Woman of Destiny".

The emotionally real parts of the book aren't about Dinah at all, despite
the title and all the chapter lead-ins about how the narrator is trying to
get into Dinah's mindset.  They're about her little brother and her
increasingly vicious elder brother.  If you think this sounds a lot like
Ender's family, you think like me...]

------------------------------

Date: 6 Aug 91 06:03:19 GMT
From: ronf@cs.stanford.edu (Ron Frederick)
Subject: Re: OSCard-Folk of the Fringe

jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel) writes:
[various things about The Folk of the Fringe deleted]
> [For more such torture-by-tract, but a FAR better narrative construct, at
> least in its first half, read the book he wrote, originally under a
> pseudonym, about Dinah, his ancestor and one of the founding mothers of
> the Mormon church.  Paperback title is something like "A Woman of
> Destiny".
> 
> The emotionally real parts of the book aren't about Dinah at all, despite
> the title and all the chapter lead-ins about how the narrator is trying
> to get into Dinah's mindset.  They're about her little brother and her
> increasingly vicious elder brother.  If you think this sounds a lot like
> Ender's family, you think like me...]

This sounds very much like the book "Saints", which I guess I would label
historical fiction by Card. It checks in at a hefty 712 pages of standard
form paperback, and generally follows the story of Dinah from her childhood
in England to her death at age 101 in Utah. As you might imagine from its
length, it covers a lot of ground, and a large part of the early chapters
do spend time on her brothers.

I picked up the book without knowing much about it, strictly based on it
having Card's name on it. I really didn't know that much about the Mormons,
and I don't know if I would have read it had I really known its subject in
advance.  Nevertheless, I found it very hard to put down, like most of his
stories, and a very good read despite its length.  

Ron Frederick
ronf@cs.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Aug 91 16:08:57 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: Why do we always want sequels? Rama II

leo@ph.tn.tudelft.nl writes:
>In Clarke, we never find out who the Ramans are, or what the purpose of
>their ship was. Instead the book closes with that famous last paragraph,
>which so totally surprised me the first time I read it, that for days (I
>was a kid then) I did nothing else but write, in my mind, my own sequels.

I didn't write sequels, but it did occur to me that the guy who remembered
that the Raman's did everthing in threes is likely to be disappointed.  The
other two are not likely to come to Sol. If the first ship ran into a
crystal sphere or some such problem, then the others likely would also.
That would rather defeat the purpose of triplication.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Aug 91 07:38:50 GMT
From: leo@ph.tn.tudelft.nl (Leo Breebaart)
Subject: Re: Why do we always want sequels? Rama II

hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry) writes:
>leo@ph.tn.tudelft.nl writes:
>>In Clarke, we never find out who the Ramans are, or what the purpose of
>>their ship was.
>
> I didn't write sequels, but it did occur to me that the guy who
> remembered that the Raman's did everthing in threes is likely to be
> disappointed.  The other two are not likely to come to Sol. If the first
> ship ran into a crystal sphere or some such problem, then the others
> likely would also.  That would rather defeat the purpose of triplication.

Nope. You're thinking like a human again! The whole point of the Ramans is
that although we sometimes catch glimpses of something that we can place in
some frame of reference, basically we understand *nothing* about them,
about their motives, about their mysterious triplicity. They are not humans
dressed up as aliens, they *are* alien.

For them, sending out three ships in the same directions may be the most
logical thing in the world. In their logic.

Alternatively, why didn't they send the three ships *at once* (if you want
to argue that they are not logical in a human sense)?

Alternatively, perhaps they send different *groups of three* ships in
different directions (if you want to argue that they *can* be logical in a
human sense, and wish to avoid the problem you mention).

(Of course, I don't want to know what actually happens in Rama II, so don't
give me the "Yeah, well Clarke says that they..." argument.)

Leo Breebaart
leo @ ph.tn.tudelft.nl

------------------------------

Date: 5 Aug 91 21:47:29 GMT
From: novell!HICKS@uunet.uu.net (Jeffery D. Hicks)
Subject: Michael Crichton

Someone was inquiring last week about other books by Michael Crichton.  I
read JURASSIC PARK this summer and was moderately pleased.  As usual there
is a strong sense of technology gone bad (or at least warped by misguided
souls.)

Definitely worth a look and I think it would be a good movie.

Jeff
HICKS@Novell.boystown.org

------------------------------

Date: 5 Aug 91 05:46:04 GMT
From: sk2f+@andrew.cmu.edu (Seth D. Kadesh)
Subject: Re: Donaldson's Gap Series

I was talking to the salesclerk at the bookstore where I picked up
Forbidden Knowledge.  I mentioned that it was a shame that the publisher
was having a special sale on the first book (The Real Story) now, because
those of us who would be interested in taking advantage of the offer
already bought the first book in hardcover.  He agreed that it was kind of
strange, but that the publisher must have had a LOT of unsold copies of The
Real Story.  I think that's too bad; Donaldson has written some very
intriguing science fiction.  Definitely NOT for the faint of heart.

BTW, for those of you who didn't like Thomas Covenant because it was too
"wordy", pick up The Gap Into Conflict: The Real Story.  You'll be
pleasantly surprised (it's a very "smooth" read).

Dani: re-read the author's note at the end of The Real Story.  Forbidden
Knowledge seems to flesh it out a bit more....

Seth
sk2f@andrew.cmu.edu
tmSatCMU@DRYCAS.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 91 08:13:44 GMT
From: Charles_K._Kuhlman.MAN@rxg.xerox.com
Subject: Robert Silverberg's *Mutant* series

Has anyone read the entire *Mutant* series? The Mutant Season just showed
up in a second hand English bookstore here and I enjoyed it. Decided to
look for others.  So... what do you think?

Chuck Kuhlman
Rank Xerox
Germany
CK.MAN@RXG.Xerox.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 91 06:33:45 GMT
From: smds!rh@uunet.uu.net (Richard Harter)
Subject: Krispos

Harry Turtledove is one of the authors that I particularly look for.  His
new series, the Tale of Krispos, is quite enjoyable.  There are two volumes
so far, Krispos Rising, and Krispos of Videssos, which just came out.

Turtledove has a degree in Byzantine history; he is obviously a lover of
Byzantium and has drawn on it for his Agent of Byzantium stories and the
Videssos Cycle.  The Agent of Byzantium series take place in an alternate
universe in which Mohammed became a Christian saint and Byzantium did not
fall.

The Videssos cycle is a four volume series about a Roman legion and its
commander who get pitched into another world.  Videssos is very much
Byzantium, with the signal difference that it did not fall, and the world
of Videssos is one in which magic works.

In the Videssos cycle the Empire is racked by civil war, and is beset by a
malignant 850 year old sorceror who is dedicated to the God of Evil.  A few
lines towards the end of the last volume provide the occasion for the Tale
of Krispos:

"That is worse.  But it being so, much of what has passed in the
intervening centuries makes better sense -- just as one example, the savage
behavior of the Haloga mercenary troops that crossed the Astris in the
reign of Anthimos III five hundred years ago -- though I would still say
Anthimos' antics had much to do with the success they enjoyed until Krispos
gained the throne a few years later."

The Tale of Krispos is the story behind those lines.  In the first volume
Krispos rises from a boyhood as a peasant to gain the Imperial throne.  Now
this is something that happens now and then in the history of empires, but
it rarely happens.  The usual path is via the military; an able soldier can
rise to be a general, and imperial dynasties are regularly overthrown by
able generals.  Krispos, however, rose by becoming the protege of
increasingly powerful protectors.  The first book ends with his crowning as
Avtokrator.  The second volume is the story of his first two years as
Emperor; eventful years since he had to beat down a rebellion by the uncle
of Anthimos and had to fight and beat said Sorceror (only 300 years into
his war against Videssos.)

On the whole, the Tale of Krispos, is more enjoyable IMHO than the Videssos
cycle.  It is an essentially simpler tale.  In the Videssos cycle there are
so many people and so many threads going on that it is a bit wearisome to
keep track of it all - not unlike War And Peace.  Krispos Rising is, of
course, the classic story of the unknown youth who rise to the highest
place.  It is a conventional theme that bears retelling again; one of the
merits of Turtledove's treatment is that the rise is thoroughly plausible.
Krispos of Videssos is, essentially, the story of what happens after the
Happy Ending.

I do not know what they teach of history in the schools today - from what I
gather, it is precious little.  But, when I went to school, quite some time
ago, Byzantium was a minor footnote, easily overlooked.  It was much later
that I realized that the Roman Empire did not fall circa 450 AD but that it
continued on for another 1000 years.  The histories told much of barbarians
of the West; they said little of of a Golden city at the far end of Europe,
capital of an Empire that dated back into antiquity, the only real
civilization in a sea of European barbarism.

Richard Harter
SMDS Inc. 
PO Box 555
Concord MA 01742
508-369-7398 
uunet!smds!rh

------------------------------
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Date: 6 Aug 91 17:22:02 GMT
From: bear@tigger.colorado.edu (Bear Giles)
Subject: Re: Why do we always want sequels? (was: David Brin)

leo@ph.tn.tudelft.nl writes:
>It also explains why I was so incredibly pleased with Brin's "Uplift War".
>I was fully expecting an 'explaining' sequel. Instead, none of the
>original answers were answered, none of the original characters were used,
>the book was totally original, and many *more* questions were being posed
>and left to the reader's imagination. To me this is almost the only
>acceptable way for an author to re-use a universe.

Since nobody else has mentioned it...

Brin re-used several minor items in _Startide Rising_ in _The Uplift War_,
and in fact a crude estimation of a "simultaneous" timeline can be made.

What species decided that chasing the 'fin ship wasn't worth it...
... and who sold the surplus ships to the Garthians?

Who was in command of the Thellenan (sp) fleet at the end of _SR_...
... and who was in command of the invasion fleet at the end of _tUW_?

As I recall, there were a few other links between the two books.  Not much,
but enough to give you a good laugh if you read the books carefully.

BTW, I'm disappointed to hear that _Sooners_ will focus on the skiff.  I
was hoping for another _tUW_, set on Atlast (perhaps?) with the furballs.
(Sorry, I can't remember the name of the (so-far) minor Allies of Earth).

Bear Giles
bear@fsl.noaa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 6 Aug 91 17:07:33 GMT
From: whheydt@pacbell.com (Wilson Heydt)
Subject: Re: Why do we always want sequels? (was: David Brin)

leo@ph.tn.tudelft.nl writes:
>I have been reading sf-lovers for some years now, and Paul's article is a
>typical example of an attitude that keeps appearing in different threads
>again and again.
>
>The average sf-loving book-reader, WANTS TO HAVE EVERYTHING EXPLAINED.
>
>This is a desire that I can sympathize with to some extent, but am I the
>only one who thinks that it might be a good thing if after reading a book
>there is still something left to wonder about?
>
>In Brin, we never get to know who the Progenitors are, where that fleet of
>derelict spaceships actually came from, and in a sense: what will happen
>next to our heroes: when the story closes they have successfully won one
>particular 'battle', but they are still very much in danger.

I want more Uplift stories, not because I expect Brin to ever say who the
Progenitors are (I don't, and I have my own theory about them), but because
he got a rip-roaring good set of yarns going.  There are (clearly) many
stories in that universe and I want to see what others Brin comes up with.
While I would like to see Brin write more about the current plot lines in
_startide Rising_ and _Uplift War_, I'll be perfectly content if he write
books in that universe that *aren't* connected to those two works -
*non*sequels, as it were.

>And indeed, isn't it much more fun to have your own ideas about these
>things?

Yes and no.  I'd like to see how my ideas compare to those of the author.
If he writes works that tie off the loose ends, then everyone gets that
data.  If he doesn't, then only those of his friends that discuss it with
him will know.

>To discuss it with friends? To post your theories to Usenet? Yet so many
>people seem to disagree. They *want* David Brin to tell them who the
>Progenitors are.

Close, but not quite.  I'd like to see him state who *he* thinks the
Progenitors are.  Ultimately, as the creative author, his answer is
"right", but that doesn't totally invalidate any other speculation that may
take place.

>They *want* Clarke to tell them what the Ramans want. 

After reading Rama II, I find that I really don't *care* who the Ramans
are.  Clarke really blew it in that book.  I only kept reading it because
(having read a fair amount of Clarke) I figured that *something* had to
happen.  Surprise!  Effectively, *nothing* happened.

>It also explains why I was so incredibly pleased with Brin's "Uplift War".
>I was fully expecting an 'explaining' sequel. Instead, none of the
>original answers were answered, none of the original characters were used,
>the book was totally original, and many *more* questions were being posed
>and left to the reader's imagination. To me this is almost the only
>acceptable way for an author to re-use a universe.

Not *all* the characters were new to _Uplift War_.  It was nice to see
Helena daSilva again.  Or didn't your read _Sundiver_?

On the whole, I think Brin has created the most exciting new universe in
the at least the last 30 years.  It feels rich, active and *real*.
*That's* why I want more Uplift stories - not just to get answers to
questions.

>Still I am afraid that in the third Uplift book Brin *will* make the (to
>me horrible) mistake of tying everything up. Explaining who the
>Progenitors are. Explaining who uplifted Earth. Put everything neatly
>together. Satisfy thousands of readers. God, I hope he won't!

I don't expect Brin to *ever* tie off the loose ends, at least not without
creating even more of them than he has now.  In this, his works are like
real life - each answer leads to more questions.

I suspect from your remarks that you haven't read _Sundiver_.  *That* work
still has a great many loose ends left hanging.  Indeed, there were minor
references to the events in _Sundiver_ in _Startide Rising_, just as there
were references to _SR_ in _Uplift War_.  In each case, they were the kind
of knowledge one would expect to have 'leaked" about events far away in
space and/or time and/or bureaucratic distance (especially when Very
Powerful Entities are mightily embarrassed).

Even if we found out who the Progenitors were, there are still many, many
unresolved threads and many stories that wouldn't hinge on that knowledge.

>The odds are probably against it, though. To my dismay, more and more
>authors are giving in to their readers' (and publishers') demands, and
>writing more and more sequels and prequels and what-have-you, to books
>that are sometimes decades old.

I feel somewhat sorry for you.  You have forgotten that authors make their
living from writing and will write what the readers want to buy.  Do you
feel it to be some personal afront that authors wish to have food on the
table and the way it gets there is by writing what others wish to read?

>I don't know. Perhaps I am fighting windmills here. Whether it's books or
>movies or television shows, the trend has been obvious for many years now:
>it is *sequels* that we want. And so it is sequels that we are getting.

Sequels sell.  While sequels sell, authors will write them.

There is another market force here, too.  As the movie and the publishing
industry concentrate into fewer and fewer hands, the companies get more
conservative.  They don't want to take risks on unknown authors (which
seems to be where so many of famous-author-edited, shared-world, and
"co-authored" works seem to be coming from) or even unknown plot lines.
The "safe" way to give the public 'more of the same' as what they've been
getting.

Notice that every time a really successful movie comes out, what follows
from *every* producer is a horde of look-alikes.  Look at how much verbiage
goes by in this group about books whose plots and characters imitate
successful, "cutting edge" works.  Need I say that Tolkien was imitated?
Need I say that _Star Wars_ was copied?  Isn't this a worse threat to good
reading (and viewing) matter than sequels?

>Again let me assure you that I don't mind people being *interested* in
>what happens next, it's just that in many cases I think the author should
>be wise enough to smile knowingly, and answer all requests in this
>direction with the words: "What happens next is whatever *you* think that
>happens".

Yet, some of us are curious about what the *author* thinks comes next.

Hal Heydt
Analyst, Pacific*Bell
415-823-5447         
whheydt@pbhya.PacBell.COM

------------------------------

Date: 6 Aug 91 17:24:38 GMT
From: whheydt@pacbell.com (Wilson Heydt)
Subject: Re: Why do we always want sequels? (was: David Brin)

mvp@hsv3.UUCP (Mike Van Pelt) writes:
>However, what Brin did in "Startide" was more than just not explain
>everything.  He played coy with the readers, by not giving them important
>information that every single one of the human and dolphin characters had.
>Just what *was* so upsetting about the alien body they found, and the
>fleet they had discovered?  Brin never gives a shred of description of
>either.  I found that damned annoying.

I never found that to be a problem.  After all, those that were most
upset/stirred up only knew that the Ghost Fleet had been found.  They
didn't even know, and the reader did, that "Herbie" was being brought back.

I'm willing to take the author's words at face value that the mere
*existence* of what appears to be a very ancient fleet of derelict ships
(still with active defenses!) was what stirred up the religious fanatics.
The details (which the fanatics didn't have either) don't really matter to
the plot.

It would be nice to know what they found, but Brin can easily duck that
issue.  We know from _SR_ that the ships boat makes it back but, we don't
know when.  We *don't* know that _Streaker_ makes the return journey
successfully.

Hal Heydt
Analyst, Pacific*Bell
415-823-5447         
whheydt@pbhya.PacBell.COM

------------------------------

Date: 6 Aug 91 19:20:09 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Why do we always want sequels? (was: David Brin)

bear@tigger.Colorado.EDU (Bear Giles) writes:
>BTW, I'm disappointed to hear that _Sooners_ will focus on the skiff.  I
>was hoping for another _tUW_, set on Atlast (perhaps?) with the furballs.
>(Sorry, I can't remember the name of the (so-far) minor Allies of Earth).

I, on the other hand, quite look forward to that. After all, it ended on a
minor cliff hanger. They only *temporarily* got away from all the Bad Guys,
and the whole thing was leading up to what would happen depending on which
of the interested parties got the info about the fleet and what they did
with it.

It *screams* for a sequel to resolve at least the ongoing conflicts.

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Aug 91 22:48:45 GMT
From: hsv3!mvp@vicom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Subject: Re: Why do we always want sequels? (was: David Brin)

deveaux@tramp.Colorado.EDU (J.A. Deveaux) writes:
>I just finished rereading the Uplift universe novels, and while Brin
>definitely states that the **Galactics** ***seem*** to know, or at least
>suspect what the body and the fleet is, he makes it pretty clear that the
>humans and dolphins are pretty clueless.

Hmm... It's been a year or so since the last time I read them.  But I got
the sinking suspicion about halfway through _Startide_ that Herbie was
human, and the viewpoint characters just were never getting around to
telling me, the reader.  I certainly *hope* Brin wouldn't do something
ghastly like that.

I feel that the whole episode with finding Herbie and the fleet was too
important an event to happen offstage.  But that's Brin's call; he's the
writer.

Mike Van Pelt
Headland Technology
mvp@hsv3.lsil.com  
...ames!vsi1!hsv3!mvp

------------------------------

Date: 6 Aug 91 20:26:24 GMT
From: cet1@cl.cam.ac.uk (C.E. Thompson)
Subject: Re: Why do we always want sequels? (was: David Brin)

ejohnson@cobalt.cco.caltech.edu (Eric C. Johnson) writes:
>Though I can't say for sure, I doubt that "all will be revealed" in
>SOONERS, the next Uplift novel.  This book is planned as a direct sequel
>to STARTIDE RISING and will continue the adventures of the guys in the
>skiff (which Brin refers to as the less interesting bunch, though it's
>been a while since I read STARTIDE and can't really remember who was where
>when the book ended).

Why "less interesting", I wonder? Just about all the major characters who
aren't actually disposed of, apart from Gillian (and the Niss machine, I
suppose), end up in the skiff.

Chris Thompson
cet1@phx.cam.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 91 13:36:37 GMT
From: erich@lighthouse.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider)
Subject: Re: Why do we always want sequels? (was: David Brin)

cet1@cl.cam.ac.uk (C.E. Thompson) writes:
>ejohnson@cobalt.cco.caltech.edu (Eric C. Johnson) writes:
>>Though I can't say for sure, I doubt that "all will be revealed" in
>>SOONERS, the next Uplift novel.  This book is planned as a direct sequel
>>to STARTIDE RISING and will continue the adventures of the guys in the
>>skiff (which Brin refers to as the less interesting bunch, though it's
>>been a while since I read STARTIDE and can't really remember who was
>>where when the book ended).
>
>Why "less interesting", I wonder? Just about all the major characters who
>aren't actually disposed of, apart from Gillian (and the Niss machine, I
>suppose), end up in the skiff.

I think Eric is mistaken here. Having gone to the same Brin talks he has, I
remember Brin saying _Sooners_ will focus on the crew of the _Streaker_,
not the skiff. He claimed, essentially, "I don't really know what to do
with the guys in the skiff yet."

The ship, I think, has Gillian, the Niss, Makanee-the-doctor, Lucky Kaa,
and maybe one of the humans? Plus a whole lot of dolphins.

However, we're going to see a lot of new stuff. The "Uplift" supplement for
GURPS was written with Brin's consultation, and contains things that will
be in the new book. The title (_Sooners_) refers to colonists moving into
hydrogen-breather regions that are supposed to be vacated _before_ they're
vacated. So we're probably going to see more of the hydrogen-breather
culture, as well as "ordinary" human colonist culture.

erich@lighthouse.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 91 21:01:22 GMT
From: matt@physics17.berkeley.edu (Matt Austern)
Subject: Re: Why do we always want sequels? (was: David Brin)

mvp@hsv3.UUCP (Mike Van Pelt) writes:
> However, what Brin did in "Startide" was more than just not explain
> everything.  He played coy with the readers, by not giving them important
> information that every single one of the human and dolphin characters
> had.  Just what *was* so upsetting about the alien body they found, and
> the fleet they had discovered?  Brin never gives a shred of description
> of either.  I found that damned annoying.

On the contrary, the humans and dolphins were just as puzzled as the
reader.  They found a derelict fleet, protected by a peculiar force field;
they found written symbols; they found a body.  That's essentially all we
know, and it's also essentially all that they know.  They thought that
their discovery was interesting, but not remarkable.  It was only when they
transmitted their results back to Earth that most of the *other* species in
the galaxy thought that they were of immense religious importance.

Rather than annoying, I thought that this was one of the most appropriately
done parts of Startide Rising.  Fundamentally, there's just not much reason
to think that humans, either the fictional humans in the book or the real
human readers of the book, ought to be able to know the answers to these
questions.  Are all questions answerable?  Even if they are, is a question
about one culture necessarily answerable (or even askable) for someone from
a radically different culture?

I, for one, hope that Brin never does "answer" the question of the
Progenitors.  It just shouldn't be that easy to clear up a question that
has been the subject of religious controversies for hundreds of millions of
years.

(Unfortunately, a "usually reliable authority," who works at a usually
reliable bookstore, believes that Brin will write such an explanation when
he feels competent to write it.  As I said, I thought that one of the main
points of Startide Rising is that neither Brin nor any other human would
ever be able to do that.)

Matt Austern
(415) 644-2618      
matt@physics.berkeley.edu
austern@lbl.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 26 Jul 91 06:11:03 GMT
From: tm2q+@andrew.cmu.edu (Timothy Alan Mohler)
Subject: Re: YASR (Yet another story request.....)

bostrf@spacm1.spac.spc.com (Robert Fisch) writes:
>This guy comes up with a theory about luck and success. Why does the
>subway train always come immediately for the Well Dressed Man in a suit,
>but the average joe, on the other platform must wait.
>
>He takes a notes, and has many years of observations. He has empirical
>evidence that the above theory is true. The fact that no-one will publish
>it is further evidence that there is a conspiracy.
>
>Finally, some well dressed men carrying Wall Street Journals under their
>arms catch him on the train and take him away.....

_Moebius_ something I believe. It's in one of the Asimov/Greenberg
collections - you know, Best SF 19XX. I think... this is all rather shaky.

As I recall, Asimov's comments about the story ran to the effect that the
writer of this story had only two good stories in him, but both were
doozies. I can't remember the other one...

Tim

------------------------------
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Date: 6 Aug 91 20:53:02 GMT
From: krogers@javelin.sim.es.com (K. Rogers)
Subject: Is R. Fettle important in Queen of Angels?

I'm reading Queen of Angels and am seriously annoyed with the character
Richard Fettle (sp?).  At first I'd suffer my way through the sections
devoted to him.  Then I got to skimming them.  I've just now started
skipping them entirely.  I can't stand that character.  I'm now somewhere
between 1/3 to 1/2 through the book.  I'd like to know if I'm going to miss
something important at the end if I continue to skip the R. Fettle
sections.

Gripes about the book so far: I hate the hyper-modern punctuation.  In
particular - is there some way we could send him a few cases of commas?  2)
It skips around far too often.  A LONG section is perhaps 5 pages; many are
only 1-2.  Reading this book is like watching a whole TV show with just
commercials.  We're constantly bouncing back and forth in a "meanwhile back
at the corral" flavor, only there are a dozen corrals to maintain.  3) Too
many literary forms being utilized.  This book has the main prose poetry
diary excerpts dialogs internal thoughts "philosophical" tidbits (at
beginning of sections) pseudoscientific reports and virtually any other
form of literary style known to man.  (The previous sentence written in his
punctuation style.  If I'd written that way in college, they'd have flunked
me out of my English composition class.)

Another peeve: I don't consider myself very slow to grasp the meaning of
new slang, but this book is SO full of slang that I'm often lost as to what
the hell they're talking about.  Maybe I just am slow with slang.

I want to like this book but it rubs me the wrong way often enough that I
may not finish it.  I like the plot and characters (excepting Fettle whom I
loath,) it's mostly the delivery I'm balking at.

I'm one of *THOSE* who usually quits books he doesn't like.  If Fettle is
important to the conclusion of the book, I'll quit it.  I'm just not that
big of a sf reader.  This book is a library copy; I only own some 20
sf/fantasy books total out of a thousand or so in the house.  Isn't this
book a nominee for the Hugo this year?  I don't keep up with such things.

Keith Rogers
Evans & Sutherland Computer Corp.
krogers@javelin.sim.es.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 91 06:19:17 GMT
From: smds!rh@uunet.uu.net (Richard Harter)
Subject: Re: Jack Chalker & "The Demons at Rainbow Bridge"

dani@netcom.COM (Dani Zweig) writes:
> PYC119@URIACC.URI.EDU (Tom Linkenback):
>> Has anyone out there read this (and/or it's companion?)  It looks to be
>> good for Chalker fans, and I'm trying to decide whether or not to blow
>> the $$ on it...
>
> It's typical-but-uninspired Chalker so far.  Given that it'll be years
> before the entire series is out, I'd wait for it to appear as a
> second-hand paperback before buying it.

I don't know, I thought the three cultures are interesting - sort of like
Oceania, Eurasia, and Eastasia on a galactic scale. :-)

Time and tedium have made me selective about which authors I will read -
there's too much out there and too little time.  I don't claim that my list
of authors that I look for are the best people writing, only that for one
reason or another they have made it onto my preferred mind candy list.  Any
way, Chalker is on my second tier list.  I won't buy anything that he
writes automatically, but I do check everything new out.  Anyway this
series shapes up as typical, better-than-average Chalker, by my criteria.

Richard Harter
SMDS Inc. 
PO Box 555
Concord MA 01742
508-369-7398 
uunet!smds!rh

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 91 15:13:09 GMT
From: ttevans@phoenix.princeton.edu (Tyler T Evans)
Subject: Re: Jack Chalker & "The Demons at Rainbow Bridge"

This is the first book by Chalker that I have read; I enjoyed the book and
am looking forward to the rest of them.  (Anyone know how many are
planned?)  What is the companion novel that was referred to?

------------------------------

Date: 6 Aug 91 14:50:28 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: Why do we always want sequels? Rama II

leo@ph.tn.tudelft.nl writes:
>hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry) writes:
>> I didn't write sequels, but it did occur to me that the guy who
>> remembered that the Raman's did everthing in threes is likely to be
>> disappointed.  The other two are not likely to come to Sol. If the first
>> ship ran into a crystal sphere or some such problem, then the others
>> likely would also.  That would rather defeat the purpose of
>> triplication.
>
>Nope. You're thinking like a human again! The whole point of the Ramans is
>that although we sometimes catch glimpses of something that we can place
>in some frame of reference, basically we understand *nothing* about them,
>about their motives, about their mysterious triplicity. They are not
>humans dressed up as aliens, they *are* alien.

I rather doubt that the notion that similar experiments are likely to
produce similar results is unique to humans. I have trouble imagining how
the Ramans would have obtained space travel without it.  The best face that
I can put on the Ramans sending three ships by way of Sol is that they felt
that they knew Sol well enough to know that it was not a hazard and that
the ship's paths could separate later.  In that case the fact that they are
not already separate suggests the the Ramans are rather close in
interstellar terms.

>Alternatively, why didn't they send the three ships *at once* (if you want
>to argue that they are not logical in a human sense)?

Because they couldn't build all three at once?

>(Of course, I don't want to know what actually happens in Rama II, so
>don't give me the "Yeah, well Clarke says that they..." argument.)

I haven't read Rama II either, but the fact that there is a Rama II
suggests that another ship did come to Sol. Such foolishness.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Aug 91 18:42:04 GMT
From: francis@zaphod.uchicago.edu (Francis Stracke)
Subject: Re: Why do we always want sequels? Rama II

hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry) writes:
>leo@ph.tn.tudelft.nl writes:
>>Nope. You're thinking like a human again! The whole point of the Ramans
>>is that although we sometimes catch glimpses of something that we can
>>place in some frame of reference, basically we understand *nothing* about
>>them, about their motives, about their mysterious triplicity. They are
>>not humans dressed up as aliens, they *are* alien.
>
>I rather doubt that the notion that similar experiments are likely to
>produce similar results is unique to humans. I have trouble imagining how
>the Ramans would have obtained space travel without it.

Maybe it was given to them! :-) (I'm thinking of the Kzinti...)

>The best face that I can put on the Ramans sending three ships by way of
>Sol is that they felt that they knew Sol well enough to know that it was
>not a hazard and that the ship's paths could separate later.

Or maybe they have religious reasons (the founder of their religion was
born in a now-defunct colony in this system [a *long* time ago :-], and
they have to make a pilgrimage).  Or maybe they're all going to the same
place, and we're on the shortest/cheapest path.  Or maybe they're on a
Magical Mystery Tour, and this system is a favorite place to stop (Saturn
may be unusual, for example).

Or maybe there are *more* than three ships out there.  The existence of
two, and the racial preference for three, does not imply there are exactly
three.  And we don't know that the first one we saw was the first one that
passed.

>In that case the fact that they are not already separate suggests the the
>Ramans are rather close in interstellar terms.

Or we happen to lie on the Raman equivalent of a superhighway.

Francis Stracke
Department of Mathematics
University of Chicago
francis@zaphod.uchicago.edu
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Date: 6 Aug 91 18:21:30 GMT
From: marc@ekhomeni.austin.ibm.com (Marc Wiz)
Subject: Re: Why do we always want sequels? Rama II (possible spoilers)

I loved the original Rama novel and looked forward to Rama II.  I like a
lot of other people have expressed on the net were disappointed, to say the
least.

I am going to buy the next novel when it comes out but I don't expect it to
be an improvement over Rama II.  (I hope that I'm proven wrong)

While we're on the subject regarding the original novel when I read the
line about doing everything in threes my mind jumped to two conclusions
(yes, two not three :-)

First there would be two more ships and second that the Ramans mate in
threes.

Marc Wiz
(512)838-4780
marc@aixwiz.austin.ibm.com 
uunet!cs.utexas.edu!ibmchs!auschs!ekhomeni.austin.ibm.com!marc

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 91 10:40:46 GMT
From: leo@ph.tn.tudelft.nl (Leo Breebaart)
Subject: Re: Why do we always want sequels? Rama II

[ We are talking about whether Arthur C. Clarke's Ramans are
  behaving 'logical' or not by sending three ships in our direction. ]

hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry) writes:
> I rather doubt that the notion that similar experiments are likely to
> produce similar results is unique to humans. I have trouble imagining how
> the Ramans would have obtained space travel without it.

I haven't. 

> The best face that I can put on the Ramans sending three ships by way of
> Sol is that they felt that they knew Sol well enough to know that it was
> not a hazard and that the ship's paths could separate later.

What if the triplicity simply has religious explanations? Then they
wouldn't have to *be* logical.

What if they *needed* to go this way, and sent three ships at three
different times with the last two being 'backup' ships?`

What if they have thousands of these ships, and simply don't care very much
if they make it or not?

I challenge you to deny that there is an infinity of 'logical' reasons for
sending three ships the same way. With of course an infinity of "yes, but"-
protests against each of those reasons.

And you still haven't convinced me that there cannot also be 'alien'
reasons for sending three ships that we simply cannot begin to comprehend,
just as we couldn't make heads or tails of most of the things we discovered
inside the ship.

(Perhaps a small request to others reading this: please don't start
pointing out how, since none of this really happened, neither Michael's nor
my viewpoint can ever be 'proven' - we are just having fun (or at least, I
am). 

Leo Breebaart
leo @ ph.tn.tudelft.nl

------------------------------

Date: 6 Aug 91 15:55:05 GMT
From: bruceb@informix.com (Bruce Barr)
Subject: Re: Michael Crichton

I hadn't noticed anyone mentioning the fact that Mr. Crichton wrote the
screenplay and directed Runaway.  (Tom Seleck and Gene Simmons)

Also, I enjoyed his book Congo.

Cheers.

Bruce Barr
International Product Planning
Informix Software
Lenexa Ks.
(913) 599-8709
bruceb@infmx.com
...{uunet || pyramid}!infmx!bruceb   

------------------------------

Date: Tue, 6 Aug 91 09:16 EDT
From: ecl@mtgzy.att.com
Subject: AUTHOR'S CHOICE MONTHLY 14: Nina Kiriki Hoffman

              AUTHOR'S CHOICE MONTHLY 14: Nina Kiriki Hoffman
                          Pulphouse, 1990, $4.95.
                     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   A while ago I reviewed James Morrow's AUTHOR'S CHOICE MONTHLY from
Pulphouse; now it's Nina Kiriki Hoffman's.  This is number fourteen in the
series, titled LEGACY OF FIRE (though since this appears only on the title
page, not on the cover, you're better off looking by number).  As with all
the "Author's Choice" books, the physical book itself is wonderful to hold:
parchment-like covers, cream-colored pages that are easy on the eyes, and a
cover by George Barr.

   Hoffman writes in a literary style, with a lot of use of first-person
narratives.  This gives the reader a feeling of being right in the story,
and the introductory comments on how the stories came to be written
underscore a very personal involvement on Hoffman's part as well.

   The title story is about wishes, and dreams, and being an outsider, and
choices.  There is only minimal fantasy content (if any - whether it
derives from the TWILIGHT ZONE episode "What You Need" is left for you to
decide).  "Drawing on the Kitchen Table" has no fantasy aspect, but is
about art and using art to communicate.

   "Savage Breasts," on the other hand, *is* fantasy, and wickedly funny
fantasy at that.  Ever on the quest for thematic pairings, I suggest this
and Suzy McKee Charnas's "Boobs" as well-matched.  (This topic provides
enormous opportunity for jokes and puns.  I will forbear.)

   After the light-heartedness of "Savage Breasts," the depression of
"Tremors" is almost too jarring.  I also found "Tremors" too similar in
theme and execution to many other stories to stand out in this collection.
And while the following story, "Universal Donor," is original, it didn't do
anything for me.  "The Black Knitting Needle" had power; however, it
derives more from the underlying (true) story much more than from the
telling.

   "Measuring Up to Shadows" is similar to "Legacy of Fire" in its look at
how we are affected by other people's perceptions and expectations of us,
but has a much higher fantasy content.  Is that the shade of Robert Burns
chanting, "Oh wad some power the giftie gie us / To see oursels as others
see us!"

   "Coming Home" is a classic horror story, with an ending you won't see
coming.  You think you will, but trust me, you won't.

   The final story, "Work of Art," is related to "Drawing on the Kitchen
Table" in that it examines art and its place in our lives.  However, it
tries to elevate art to a higher level than the average person perceives
it.  If you don't agree with this view, you will probably find the story
annoying rather than moving, but you will find yourself thinking about it
either way.  These two stories emphasize what all her stories demonstrate:
that Hoffman considers writing art rather than just a way to make a living.

   Nina Kiriki Hoffman's work is hard to find.  I discovered her in WEIRD
TALES, and the stories in this book appeared in such magazines as
SNAPDRAGON, PULPHOUSE, and ARGONAUT.  I find her choice of stories - for
this is "Author's Choice" - interesting in that I enjoyed other stories of
hers more (e.g., "Rumors of Greatness," "Courting Disasters," "Little
Once," and "Exact Change"), but I would still recommend this volume as the
easiest way to get acquainted with a promising author.

   (Your local bookstore almost definitely won't carry this, and there is
no ISBN, so you can order direct from Pulphouse Publishing, P. O. Box 1227,
Eugene OR 97440.)

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com
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Date: 6 Aug 91 18:57:54 GMT
From: cavalluz@hydrogen.chem.buffalo.edu (Andrea Beth Cavalluzzo)
Subject: Mercedes Lackey novel?

Hi, I'm kind of new to posting and such, and I haven't read many previous
postings, so forgive my ignorance. Does anyone know when the new Mercedes
Lackey novels are coming out?  She happens to be my favourite author
currently, and I thought that someone here might know.

Thanks in advance.

Andrea

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 91 01:28:20 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Lackey:  More Complaints

Am I the only one who thought Talia's "promise that if I told the truth you
won't get mad" bargain with Elspeth grossly unfair?  Truths can be
unpleasant, insulting, and simply out of place, and this bargain allows
those.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 91 08:38:30 GMT
From: bobk@gibdo.engr.washington.edu
Subject: SF Books for Little Kids?

I am looking for recommendations of good SF books for beginning readers
(7-9 years old)?
 
Please e-mail your suggestions to me.

Thanks.

Bob
bobk@gibdo.engr.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Aug 91 23:35:27 GMT
From: richv@hpindda.cup.hp.com (Rich Van Gaasbeck)
Subject: Gosh, Wow (Sense of Wonder)

I once ran across a book called something like _Gosh, Wow, (Sense of
Wonder)_.  It was in the SF section and I saw it on the shelves in the
early 1980's.  I think it was an anthology of short stories.  I have no
idea whether it is any good, but I like the title and would like to know
who the editor (or author if not an anthology) was.

richv@cup.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Aug 91 13:11:32 GMT
From: eger@sig.cs.fsu.edu (Robert Eger)
Subject: Next Wave series

I saw a book in the bookstore yesterday called "Alien Tongue" by an author
last name of Leigh.  It said it was the second in a series called the "Next
Wave" series, and that the first book was called "Red Genesis" by S.C.
Sykes.

Does anyone know anything about these books?  Are they separate stories, or
is "Alien Tongue" a continuation?

Thanks.

Robert Eger
eger@nu.cs.fsu.edu

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest           Thursday, 8 Aug 1991       Volume 16 : Issue 350

Today's Topics:

	 Books - Moon (7 msgs) & Palmer & Rohan & Vance (2 msgs) &
                 Williams & Reviews (2 msgs) & Requests (2 msgs) &
                 Request Answer

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 6 Aug 91 14:06:05 GMT
From: mikew@sdl.mdcbbs.com (Mike Whitaker)
Subject: Re: Elizabeth Moon

wolf@flex (Phil latona) writes:
> Are there any fans of Elizabeth Moon's "Deed Of Paksenarrion" series? I
> am of the opinion that they some of the best fantasy books written to
> date and by an author who knows what's she's talking about when dealing
> with a military outlook. She was, after all, a Marine...

Here. And proud to be counted.

   I'm half way through re-reading the trilogy (after having picked up
Surrender None for the first time a fortnight ago, which inspired me to
re-read the others) - still think they're wonderful, and better for a
second reading (Surrender None explains a few things...)

Mike Whitaker
Shape Data Ltd.
Cambridge, England
+44-223-316673
MikeW@sdl.mdcbbs.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 91 13:46:24 GMT
From: jcmorris@mwunix.mitre.org (Joe Morris)
Subject: Re: Elizabeth Moon

mikew@sdl.mdcbbs.com (Mike Whitaker) writes:
>wolf@flex (Phil latona) writes:
>> [praise for Elizabeth Moon's _Deed_of_Paksenarrion_ books]
>
>I'm half way through re-reading the trilogy (after having picked up
>Surrender None for the first time a fortnight ago, which inspired me to
>re-read the others) - still think they're wonderful, and better for a
>second reading (Surrender None explains a few things...)

I'm also a fan of the original trilogy, but I'm not so happy with the
prequel _Surrender_None_; like so many other prequels it has a wooden feel,
perhaps because the author is forced to build plot details which produce
the specific events described in the original books.

I don't know if other readers feel the same way, but I recently figured out
what the _Paksennarion_ stories kept reminding me of: Robert Adams'
Horseclans books (at least the early books in the series), and Doc Smith's
various space operas.  In all of these books the authors continually
include information about minor details (science and engineering for Doc;
warfare and militrary training for Adams and Moon).  The casual use of this
detailed information (all of which seemingly correct or at least plausible)
gives the fiction a distinct air of believability.

Joe Morris

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 91 18:31:33 GMT
From: aahz@netcom.com 
Subject: Re: Elizabeth Moon

I don't know if it's just me, but about half-way through the second book, I
suddenly realized that *all* the major characters resembled archetypical
AD&D characters.  Granted, many of them are not "played" to stereotype, but
take a second look and see how easy it is to figure out the fighters,
rangers, paladins, thieves, magic-users, druids, and so on.  The only hard
one is the cleric, but you can figure that out easily enough...

Dan Bernstein
aahz@netcom.com 

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 91 17:01:40 GMT
From: mwinters@yoyodyne.ncsa.uiuc.edu (Mary Winters)
Subject: Re: Elizabeth Moon

wolf@flex (Phil latona) writes:
>Are there any fans of Elizabeth Moon's "Deed Of Paksenarrion" series? I am
>of the opinion that they some of the best fantasy books written to date
>and by an author who knows what's she's talking about when dealing with a
>military outlook. She was, after all, a Marine...

I also enjoyed this series - enough to reread it (twice so far). I even got
my boyfriend interested in it. He needed something to read and it was
sitting around. After starting it, he decided he really liked it and wanted
to continue. I was sort of surprised because he doesn't usually read
fantasy.

Mary Winters
mwinters@ncsa.uiuc.edu
mwinters@yoyodyne.ncsa.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 91 20:59:43 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Elizabeth Moon

aahz@netcom.COM writes:
>I don't know if it's just me, but about half-way through the second book,
>I suddenly realized that *all* the major characters resembled archetypical
>AD&D characters.

Yes.  It would have been funny, if it hadn't been worrisome, how far off
the mark the cover blurb was which described Moon as having digested Lord
of the Rings and produced something new and fresh, when what she really
digested was the AD&D Players' Guide.

(I wouldn't necessarily advise using Divided Allegiance as an authoritative
reference on the question of how a Paladin gets a horse, though.)

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 91 03:54:33 GMT
From: djheydt@garnet.berkeley.edu
Subject: Re: Elizabeth Moon

aahz@netcom.COM writes:
>I don't know if it's just me, but about half-way through the second book,
>I suddenly realized that *all* the major characters resembled archetypical
>AD&D characters...

This was also my problem with the series.  Let's keep in mind that Moon is
still a near-beginner and may improve a lot as she goes along.  My
observation was that whenever she was talking about fighting, or basic
training, or anything else she had learned from her Marinehood, Moon was
incomparable.  But in between the good parts there were these long deadly
stretches of STUFF borrowed from somebody's not particularly interesting
D&D game.  It is a lesson to all of us who even think about writing, to
follow the old shibboleth: "WRITE ABOUT WHAT YOU KNOW."

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 91 00:14:21 GMT
From: aahz@netcom.com
Subject: Re: Elizabeth Moon

dani@netcom.COM (Dani Zweig) writes:
>(I wouldn't necessarily advise using Divided Allegiance as an
>authoritative reference on the question of how a Paladin gets a horse,
>though.)

True.  Still, I thought it was an interesting exploration into different
methods of playing a Paladin.  Paladins *don't* have to be paper heroes.
{This last a joke on "Calm down, it's only paper heroes"}

Dan Bernstein
aahz@netcom.com 

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 91 09:58:45 GMT
From: jfc@athena.mit.edu (John F Carr)
Subject: Re: David R. Palmer: _Emergence_

I liked the original story in _Analog_ magazine (the first two chapters of
the book were printed in _Analog_ in the early 1980s), but I was
disappointed by the book.  I think the book got worse as it progressed.  My
suggestion is to read the first chapter and stop.

John Carr
jfc@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Aug 91 12:15:05 GMT
From: lsteele@kean.ucs.mun.ca
Subject: Michael Scott Rohan

   I'd like to thank all the people who emailed me in answer to the
question I posted about the Winter of the World trilogy. Most of the people
who answered thought the trilogy was well worth reading.
     
   One person informed me that all three parts are out in paperback in the
US from Avon.

   The trilogy consists of:
      1) The Anvil of Ice
      2) The Forge in the Forest
      3) The Hammer of the Sun

   There is also a book set in the same "world" but unrelated to the
trilogy called "Chase the Morning".

   Thanks again for the info.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 91 05:01:10 GMT
From: rpwhite@gemini.cs.nps.navy.mil (Richard White)
Subject: Re: Vance's _Madouc_

Madouc is the last installment in a Trilogy.
The others are:
  1.) Lyonesse           ISBN 0-425-05873-5
  2.) The Green Pearl    ISBN 0-425-08746-8

They are both excellent. 

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 91 05:46:51 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Re: Vance's _Madouc_

Paul Heroy wrote:
> Eric Raymond mentioned at the end of his latest Short Takes review that
> Jack Vance's _Madouc_ is an August 1991 paperback, and excellent. It did
> receive the 1990 World Fantasy award for best novel, so apparently he's
> not alone in this judgement.

Hah.  I didn't know this.  Good call by IFFF.

> I saw it on the shelf a couple of weeks ago, and had heard it was good so
> picked it up to look at it. I didn't buy it because something on one of
> the covers made me think that it's part of a trilogy - Lyonesse, maybe?
> I'm not familiar with Vance - can someone confirm/deny this?

It sure is.

> If so, how good are the others, and what are their names?

The volumes are:  _Lyonesse_, _The_Green_Pearl_, and _Madouc_.

How good are they?  Awe-inspiringly great - the magnum opus of one of the
fantasy field's pre-eminent masters.  We are *not* looking at just another
pile of genre yard goods here; these books earn Vance the right to sup with
Tolkien and Eddison and Cabell in writer's Valhalla.

At a very minimum, the Lyonesse trilogy is certainly one of the three or
four highest-quality and most important works of fantasy in the last
decade.  (Others contending for the palm would include Barry Hughart's
_Bridge_Of_Birds_, Guy Gavriel Kay's _Fionavar_Tapestry_, R.A. MacAvoy's
_Tea_With_A_Black_Dragon_, and Tim Power's stunning _The_Anubis_Gates_ or
_On_Stranger_Tides_)

Eric S. Raymond
eric@snark.thyrsus.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 91 23:02:34 GMT
From: ferring@ms.uky.edu (William Ferring)
Subject: Tad Williams: Memory, Sorrow, and Thorn.......

I just noticed that the second book of Memory, Sorrow, and Thorn, Stone of
Farewell, was just released in paperback. Does this actually mean the third
book in the series may be released soon?  There was no information in the
paperback concerning the release date of the final book. I've enjoyed the
first two books and would be rather disappointed if the third book is never
released.

Has anyone heard anything about a future release date?  And better yet, can
Tad Williams actually tie-up all the loose ends in one book? Especially if
his 3rd book is as descriptive as the other two.

William A. Ferring III 
University of Kentucky
ferring@ukpr.uky.edu

------------------------------

Date: Mon, 22 Jul 91 11:36 EDT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

Title: Death's Gray Land
Series: The Destiny Makers
Volume: Book 4 of 5
Author: Mike Shupp
Publisher: Del Rey
Date: March 1991
Format: paperback, 322 pages US $4.95
ISBN: 0-345-32552-4

Title: The Last Reckoning 
Series: The Destiny Makers
Volume: Book 5 of 5
Author: Mike Shupp
Date: April 1991
Format: paperback, 371 US $4.95
ISBN: 0-345-37098-8

   With these two novels, Mike Shupp completes his series about a war
fought by telepaths, ordinary humans, and time-travelers to alter the
history of a far, far future America.  As with the earlier three books of
the series (_With_Fate Conspire_, _Morning_Of_Creation_, and
_Soldier_of_Another_Fortune_), Shupp's handling of characterization and
language in these books show promise.  But his plot is, at times, difficult
to follow, and the series as a whole is marred by pitilessly explicit
descriptions of gruesome, sadistic and violent behavior.  Only if you agree
with Shupp and Thomas Hobbes that life is doomed to be nasty, brutish, and
short should you bother to tackle this series. [CCO]

Title: Hawk's Flight
Author: Carol Chase
Publisher: Baen
Date: June 1991
Format: paperback, 437 pages US $4.95
ISBN: 0-671-72064-3

   This competently written fantasy begins with merchant Taverik Zandro's
discovery that his best buddy and protege is a masquerading woman...as if
he didn't already have enough troubles, trying to shake the reputation his
crooked family has made for double-dealing.  And his home country is
menaced by an evil warlord.  No points for guessing that all his troubles
are related, and this is the story of how he surmounts them, growing in the
process.  This book won't surprise any genre fan, but it won't disappoint
either.

Title: Threshold
Author: Janet & Chris Morris
Publisher: ROC
Date: June 1991
Format: paperback, 250 pages US $4.50
ISBN: 0-451-45804-1

   This, on the other hand, is pretty wretched - a random jumble of
half-developed subplots set on a space habitat, garnished with thriller
trimmings, and left to percolate to unsatisfactory ends.  I hope the
Morrises did this one for the money, because art it is not.

------------------------------

Date: Mon, 29 Jul 91 19:54 EDT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

Title: Mind Blast
Series: Space Cops
Volume: Book 1
Author: Diane Duane
Author: Peter Morwood
Publisher: Avon
Date: July 1991
Format: paperback, 250 pages US $4.95
ISBN: 0-380-75852-0

   Diane Duane's talent for making silk purses out of the deadliest
sow's-ear cliches in SF and Fantasy has been well demonstrated before
(notably in several of the best Star Trek novels).  She and partner Morwood
do it again with this novel, elevating what ought to have been a piece of
repellent hack-work into the Good Stuff category by sheer force of good
writing.  The two tough-cop viewpoint characters the authors send chasing
an orbital drug ring become three-dimensional and real; some minor
characters pull surprises that work; and the world, while unsurprising, has
the little touches of detail that keep you persuaded.  Ignore the sleazy
cover and enjoy.

Title: Fallen Angels
Author: Larry Niven
Author: Jerry Pournelle
Author: Michael Flynn
Publisher: Baen
Date: July 1990
Format: paperback, 394 pages US $5.95
ISBN: 0-671-72052-X

   In a future America overrun by fanatical anti-technologists and menaced
by rapidly advancing glaciers, who will come to the rescue of two
astronauts from a space habitat, downed on the Ice by a missile?
Why...science-fiction fandom, of course - or, what's left of it.  This book
is a tissue of in-jokes, puns, and characters based on real people
instantly recognizable to any long-time fan.  The goings-on get a bit too
cute to justify the Hugo it's been nominated for, but this is good clean
fun - and a don't-miss for anyone who's ever enjoyed an SF convention.

Title: The Clouds of Saturn
Author: Michael McCollum
Publisher: Del Rey
Date: July 1991
Format: paperback, 311 pages US$4.95
ISBN: 0-345-36412-0

   Larson Sands is a privateer in the clouds of Saturn's upper atmosphere,
humanity's refuge ever since a jump in the Sun's activity made Earth
uninhabitable.  Despite the risks, he enjoys life as a mercenary in the
limited wars among the fragile cloud cities until one of them murders his
brother.  His quest for revenge eventually sends him after a secret buried
on dead Earth.  This is competent adventure SF in an unlikely and
interesting setting, a fun read-once.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Aug 91 15:57:04 GMT
From: bg11+@andrew.cmu.edu ("Brian E. Gallew")
Subject: Firedancer

I once read a paperback by the title of "Fire Dancer" (I think).  This was
circa 1979.  Naturally, as a middleschool student, I didn't care who the
author was, and, also naturally, since then have found a desire to read it
again.  Unfortunately, I have only found another book by the same name, but
different subject matter entirely.

The story line I am looking for involves a world of humanoids which has
been destroyed(?).  These people appear to have unusual psychic powers
which follow certain patterns.  There are fire dancers, weather dancers,
and presumably other types, although I don't remember.  Anyway, the fire
dancers are able to channel/redirect electrical/kinetic energy.  This stoy
follows the life of a young female fire dancer who somehow escaped the
destruction of her home.

Does anybody out there have the faintest idea what I'm talking about?

Brian

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 91 17:22:05 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.unh.edu
Subject: Michael Whelan's art

   I have Whelan's _Worlds of Wonder_ (the $25.00 book).  I was hoping for
more art, and I heard about his _Wonderworks_ which was published some time
ago.  One its cover is the cover to _The White Dragon_ which is also in
_WoW_.  I was wondering how much overlap there is and if it's worth the $12
or so.  I'm primarily interested in his older stuff, anyway, so it doesn't
bother me that the book is ten years or so old.
   Also, a friend said Whelan was really stuck up.  Anyone have any info
about this?

J_Delano@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 91 13:24:23 GMT
From: craigb@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Subject: Re: Next Wave series

eger@sig.cs.fsu.edu (Robert Eger) writes:
> I saw a book in the bookstore yesterday called "Alien Tongue" by an
> author last name of Leigh.  It said it was the second in a series called
> the "Next Wave" series, and that the first book was called "Red Genesis"
> by S.C. Sykes.
> 
> Does anyone know anything about these books?  Are they separate stories,
> or is "Alien Tongue" a continuation?

I picked both of these up the other day (oddly, my local supermarket has a
better SF selection than Waldenbooks. Go figure :-).

First thing I noticed (at the checkout) is that they cost $4.99US, so I
guess part of the "Next Wave" will be higher paperback prices :-(

Finished _Red Genesis_ - thought it was good, though it definitely didn't
break any new ground. My biggest criticism is that it was awfully short
(especially for its price!) and am not pleased about the idea of padding
novels at the beginning and end with essays just to make it seem more
substantial.

I am about 1/3 way through _Alien Tongue_, which isn't too bad either, but
we're not talking another _Neuromancer_ here. Seems to be a fairly well
thought out alien culture, but once again, nothing that's never been done
before.

Personally, I'd say wait until they show up at the public library.

Craig Becker
Object Technology Products
craigb@ausvm1.vnet.ibm.com

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	     Books- Asprin (3 msgs) & Barker & Brin (4 msgs) &
                    Card (2 msgs) & Books for Children (7 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 91 18:02:37 GMT
From: v075mx4d@ubvmsc.cc.buffalo.edu (Rene M Hill)
Subject: Asprin - Phule's Company

I've heard quite a few remarks lately to the effect that Asprin's MYTH
series seems to have gone downhill a bit towards the end. I (reluctantly)
must agree.  They just aren't the same anymore.  Maybe (hopefully) when
Skeeve becomes a bigger part of the plot again...?

Anyway, I was just wondering what people's thoughts were on "Phule's
Company"?  Myself, I really loved it, though it just sort of built up the
characters, and left them hanging, to wait for the sequel.  Does anyone
know when/if there will be one?  The front cover says "first in the
hilarious new series" or something to that effect.

I was just wondering if anyone might have any thoughts on this topic...*:)

------------------------------

Date: 9 Aug 91 12:16:36 GMT
From: paone@aramis.rutgers.edu (Phil Paone)
Subject: Re: Asprin - Phule's Company

I enjoyed it.  I didn't like the fact that everything was left open at the
end.  I really wish the guy would learn how to write self contained novels.

I do know that he intended to write more books, but only time will tell.

Phil Paone
attmail!ppaone
!rutgers.edu!aramis.edu!ppaone
paone@aramis.rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Aug 91 06:14:33 GMT
From: bernd@bwhwob.sub.org (Bernd Wiegmann)
Subject: Re: Asprin - Phule's Company

v075mx4d@ubvmsc.cc.buffalo.edu (Rene M Hill) writes:
> I've heard quite a few remarks lately to the effect that Asprin's MYTH
> series seems to have gone downhill a bit towards the end. I (reluctantly)
> must agree.  They just aren't the same anymore.  Maybe (hopefully) when
> Skeeve becomes a bigger part of the plot again...?

How many books are published in this series ? The last book that was
published in Germany was: Myth-Nomers and Im-Pervections.

> Anyway, I was just wondering what people's thoughts were on "Phule's
> Company"?  Myself, I really loved it, though it just sort of built up the
> characters, and left them hanging, to wait for the sequel.  Does anyone
> know when/if there will be one?  The front cover says "first in the
> hilarious new series" or something to that effect.

I've read this book a few month ago and I enjoyed it. This book needs at
least three or four sequels to fulfill the promises it made.

Bernd Wiegmann
D-Wolfsburg
Germany  
bernd@bwhwob.sub.org
...unido!mcshh!yedik!bwhwob!bernd

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 91 20:18:28 GMT
From: francis@cunixf.cc.columbia.edu (Francis Ho)
Subject: Re: TOME and M.A.R. Barker to re-publish EPT

aw1s+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew David Weiland) writes:
>Perhaps someone has the address of TOME, and can post it.

Here you go:  

TOME INC/CLASH of ARMS GAMES
box 668
King of Prussia, PA 19406

Book of Ebon Bindings is 14.95
and the Deeds of the Ever-Glorious 7.00

They told me to go to the Complete Strategist first before ordering from
them.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 91 21:38:15 GMT
From: cet1@cl.cam.ac.uk (C.E. Thompson)
Subject: Re: Why do we always want sequels? (was: David Brin)

erich@lighthouse.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider) writes:
>I think Eric is mistaken here. Having gone to the same Brin talks he has,
>I remember Brin saying _Sooners_ will focus on the crew of the _Streaker_,
>not the skiff. He claimed, essentially, "I don't really know what to do
>with the guys in the skiff yet."

That makes *much* more sense.

>The ship, I think, has Gillian, the Niss, Makanee-the-doctor, Lucky Kaa,
>and maybe one of the humans? Plus a whole lot of dolphins.

Gillian is human (well, probably :-)). She has two *other* humans with her,
Suessi and D'Anite (?) - the engineers.

Chris Thompson
cet1@phx.cam.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 91 23:31:09 GMT
From: DEGROFF@intellicorp.com (Leslie DeGroff)
Subject: David Brin

 While clearly scooped by another, for those fascinated by the Uplift
Universe stories by David Brin, there is a gaming booklet for the role
playing game GURPS, the Uplift Universe, it gives a lot of background not
found so far in the stories but no real spoiling of what the Progenitors
were.  For the dedicated fan it's very worth while.
  On the related thread of sequels, prequels cet., Brin is doing a super
job of illuminating a complex universe; all the loose ends can never be
tied down, in addition to trailing leads in Sundiver, in the intro and a
small flashback scene there is an entire story about an attempt to sabotage
the beanstalk. That I'd love to read the full story of. I agree with and
hope that he continues to tease us with bits of the universe rather than a
finished knot.  From the context of the Uplift Universe module I would
guess that the Sooners even if we meet some characters again will be a
whole new story and not just Streaker or its boat traversing space.
   Minor spoiler next (based on game notes)
  In addition to the extreamly complex politics of oxygen breathers there
are the Hydrogen "breathers" and machine intelligence parties, with in the
libraries history are wars/major ecological problems involving nannies and
cornucopia machines and free or wild AI's.  Certainly the libraries
themselves are limited and or crippled in certain ways. A major thema of
why humans are so disruptive and disconcerting to the galactic social
organization is their (correct) belief that the library can not be relied
on and is very much incomplete. 

------------------------------

Date: 9 Aug 91 20:40:12 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: David Brin

DEGROFF@INTELLICORP.COM (Leslie DeGroff) writes:
[some deletions]
>    ... Brin is doing a super job of illuminating a complex universe; all
> the loose ends can never be tied down, in addition to trailing leads in
> Sundiver, in the intro and a small flashback scene there is an entire
> story about an attempt to sabotage the beanstalk. That I'd love to read
> the full story of.
[deletions]

   Don't count on it.  Jacob Demwa's lady-love gets splattered during the
story, so (I figure) it's unlikely Brin will ever tell it in detail.  This
story was apparently conceived during the period when Brin's first marriage
was breaking up, so it's understandable that he was less conservative of
good female characters than we might like; see also the Gertrude
Muggeridge-like character in "THE PRACTICE EFFECT," whom the viewpoint
character escapes when she re-sets her sights on his (now-pitiable) enemy.
   I think of these two characters as two sides of a feminine persona he'd
just as soon not deal with right now, much as Heinlein didn't write about
"Belle Gentry," (whose model I presume to be Leslyn) for a number of years
subsequent to her departure from his life.
   Note that since "STARTIDE RISING" Brin's female characters have been
well-realized and motivated, often blatantly superior life forms compared
to his male characters; so dating obviously helped a lot.
   Now that he's safely married again, (hopefully) out of "cruise" mode,
and moving back to California, I figure we can expect some pretty dang good
stuff.
   Brin has unabashedly mined half a century of SF for concepts and plot
structures, and blended in a background rich in hard science, mythic
symbolism, and thorough reading in anthropology and sociology; and the
result is the best New Universe to hit SF in a couple of decades.  With any
luck he won't succumb to Xanthic hackery or Asimovian ego before completing
the major body of his work.
   Fortunately, his sales levels obviate any need to churn out crud, so he
can afford to take the time to do it right.
 
P.S.  *I* know who the Progenitors really are, and I'm NOT TELLING. *grin*

------------------------------

Date: 12 Aug 91 13:06:09 GMT
From: gdc!foster@portal.com (Sharon Foster)
Subject: _Earth_, by David Brin

I just finished reading David Brin's _Earth_ and thoroughly enjoyed it.
This is a future we should be so lucky to get!

It's a big book, but there's not a wasted word in it.  Lots and lots of
characters, whose inner thoughts are explored in detail, but whose outer
appearance is hardly mentioned.  I found it a very interesting opportunity
to examine some of my own lingering preconceptions.  Lots of little
future-history tidbits.

*** TINY SPOILER WARNING!!***

STAR TREK fans will be delighted to find out that there were eventually
over 900 ST episodes and films, but only three "Rambo" movies.

***END OF TINY SPOILER***

Having done abysmally in my later, and more abstract, physics classes - and
anyway, it was such a long time ago - and not having really kept up with
the subject, a lot of the physics was over my head, but Brin does a good
job of "visualizing" it for you the reader.

Finally, and perhaps best of all, a descendant of *this very network* is
one of the central characters.  Mr. Brin, I know you're out here listening
- - thanks for a neat book with a realistic yet positive picture of the
future of life on this planet.  See you at Hugo time!

Sharon Foster
foster@gdc.portal.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Aug 91 02:18:38 GMT
From: U35087@uicvm.uic.edu (Brady Daniels)
Subject: Re: Xenocide/Gloriously Bright

halcyon!hikaru@seattleu.edu says:
>descolada. And I really could have done without the young Valentine. She
>REALLY got on my nerves quite a bit.

Really? I don't even remember her saying anything.  Her role seemed very
minor.  I didn't understand the point of bringing those two characters
back, unless for a sequel?

The thing that annoyed me SO MUCH was the impotency of Ender.  This the man
that destroyed an alien race as a child and led a new religious/ humanist
movement as an adult was next to useless.  He couldn't get along with his
wife and was very threatened by his older/younger(?) brother. He turned
into a serious wimp.  I guess it's my problem, but I have grown very used
to Ender, and having him transform so drastically really bothers me.  I
would rate _Xenocide_ as okay - far below the levels of its predecessors.

Brady Daniels
u35087@uicvm.uic.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Aug 91 17:12:20 GMT
From: hikaru@halcyon.wa.com
Subject: Re: Xenocide/Gloriously Bright

U35087@uicvm.uic.edu (Brady Daniels) writes:
> The thing that annoyed me SO MUCH was the impotency of Ender.  This the
> man that destroyed an alien race as a child and led a new religious/
> humanist movement as an adult was next to useless.  He couldn't get along
> with his wife and was very threatened by his older/younger(?) brother. He
> turned into a serious wimp.  I guess it's my problem, but I have grown
> very used to Ender, and having him transform so drastically really
> bothers me.  I would rate _Xenocide_ as okay - far below the levels of
> its predecessors.

I know what you mean - but I thought that maybe, just maybe, that was the
point. Ender is now twice as old, subjectively, as he was in Speaker For
the Dead. He's had about 30 years to let the last 4000 years catch up with
him.

UUCP: hikaru@halcyon.uucp  
Internet: halcyon!hikaru@seattleu.edu  

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 91 16:19:40 GMT
From: ken@dakota (Kenny Chaffin)
Subject: Re: SF Books for Little Kids?

bobk@gibdo.engr.washington.edu (BOB) writes:
>  I am looking for recommendations of good SF books for beginning readers
>  (7-9 years old)?
> 
>  Please e-mail your suggestions to me.

Jane Yolen has a whole series of Commander Toad books that are great!
Commander toad and the planet Grape and such. My kids loved them.

KAC

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 91 17:29:35 GMT
From: prm@ssd.kodak.com (Philip McMillen (588-0659))
Subject: Re: SF Books for Little Kids? / Narnia

Try the "Chronicles of Narnia" by C.S. Lewis.  These tend to be a bit more
on the fantasy side, but are terrific!

If anyone else has read them it would help to have some comments on them.

Phil McMillen

------------------------------

Date: 3 Aug 91 15:54:22 GMT
From: hoy@ewsvax.mdcbbs.com (Steve Hoy)
Subject: Re: SF Books for Little Kids? / Narnia

prm@ssd.kodak.com (Philip McMillen (588-0659)) writes:
> Try the "Chronicles of Narnia" by C.S. Lewis.  These tend to be a bit
> more on the fantasy side, but are terrific!

Over the past three years, I've read the Narnia books and all the Baum Oz
books to my (now) 8 yr old son.  We also went There and Back Again with the
Hobbit.  These are good books to read to or with a 7-9 yr old, but the
vocabulary is a little advanced for a second grader to read to himself.
(Dictionary skills develop a little later.)

Others have recommended L'Engle's _Wrinkle in Time_ books, but we haven't
gotten around to them yet at our house.

I'd recommend a trip to the local Comics specialty store as a good starting
point for SF for kids age 7-9.  Give 'em $3-4 bucks a month and let 'em
grab the stuff they like.  Voluntarily exercising the imagination is the
main objective.

Steve Hoy
hoy@ewsvax.mdcbbs.com
hoy%ewsvax.decnet@mdcgwy.mdc.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 91 21:59:15 GMT
From: mac@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Marian McKenzie)
Subject: Re: SF Books for Little Kids?

I read a lot of juveniles as well as standard science fiction, and I have
been wracking my brains to think of some science fiction suitable for
children that young (5-8 yrs old, right?).  Most of the books I can think
of would be "magic" books, like those of E.Nesbit or Edgar Eager or Diana
Wynn Jones (or etc. etc.), many of which are wonderful - not really science
fiction subjects at all.  The only decent science fiction I remember
reading as a young child was in -Golden Magazine-, which doesn't even exist
anymore (I particularly remember a story about children growing up on Mars;
pretty realistic, I think, to what life would be like in a space colony in
the near future, assuming enough money to do it but no massive
technological breakthroughs).
   You might try the Miss Pickerel books.  Those are geared toward the
under 10 crowd; and if you were reading them aloud, I think even a five
year old could enjoy them.
   You might also try a Scholastic Books catalog.  It lists books by age
range and by genre, and gives brief descriptions of each.
   I'm sorry I can't think of more - I have a feeling I should be able to,
but everything I come up with is either fantasy or geared toward older
children.  I can think of tons of stuff for children 10+!  Good luck with
it, anyway, and please tell what other suggestions you've found.  You may
want to try a children's librarian; the better ones keep up with what's
being published quite well.

Marian McKenzie
mac@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Aug 91 04:41:48 GMT
From: aaron@serss0.fiu.edu (Aaron)
Subject: Re: SF Books for Little Kids?

I don't know just how young you are looking for, but here are some ideas
for kids in the grades 4 - 8 range (I realize this because this is what
happened to me... 8-):

C.S.Lewis- Chronicles of Narnia (of course.  If the children are old enough
           to hear a fun story with a decent plot and moral, consider 
           reading these to them.  I got *so* much enjoyment out of having
           _Prince Caspian_ read to me in my 4th Grade class... 8-)

Madeleine L'Engle- _A Swiftly Tilting Planet_, et al.  All of her works are
          purely enjoyable for youngsters, because they're *about* them...

Lloyd Alexander- The Chronicles of Prydain.  How many people remember the
         stories about Taran the Assistant Pig Keeper, Fflewddur Fflam, the
         Princess Eilonwy, and all their friends?

J.R.R. Tolkien- _The Hobbit_ will get their attention every time.

Robert Heinlein- The Juvenile Series.  This is for those maybe a little
          older, but quite enjoyable.  Such pieces as _The Rolling Stones_,
          _The Red Planet_, _The Star Beast_, _Between Planets_ were all
          written with younger people in mind.

If you really want to get a little ancient, such pieces as _Tom Corbett-
Space Cadet_ and _Rip Foster and the Planeteers_ are wonderful action
stories set in a future time, every bit as wholesome and entertaining as
the previous works mentioned.  Even now, I myself still find time to go
back and re-read these pieces, and they're all well worth the time spent.

Regards.

Stanley

------------------------------

Date: 9 Aug 91 13:30:16 GMT
From: smith@ctron.com (Larry Smith)
Subject: Re: SF Books for Little Kids?

Andy Buckram's Tin Men
The Runaway Robot
Mr. Bass's Planetoid
The Wonderful Flight to the Mushroom Planet
Time and Mr. Bass

Wrinkle in Time, etc. by L'Engle(?) has been discussed lately.

Tom Swift, Jr. Books are also among those I remember fondly.

Larry Smith
smith@ctron.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Aug 91 15:34:46 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: SF Books for Little Kids?

smith@ctron.com (Larry Smith) says:
>The Wonderful Flight to the Mushroom Planet
 Stowaway to the Mushroom Planet  (?)
>Mr. Bass's Planetoid
 A Mystery for Mr. Bass
>Time and Mr. Bass

These books are wonderful.  I just thought I'd complete the list.  Is that
all, and have I got all the titles right?

Almost as great as the Doctor Dolittle books I'm working my way through
again.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 12 Aug 91 15:33:07 GMT
From: ttevans@phoenix.princeton.edu (Tyler T. Evans)
Subject: Cyteen

Has anyone read this book by C.J. Cherryh? If so, please send me E-Mail
with a review. Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 91 09:53:49 GMT
From: keith@and.cs.liv.ac.uk (Keith Halewood)
Subject: Re: Why do we always want sequels? Rama II

hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry) writes:
> I didn't write sequels, but it did occur to me that the guy who
> remembered that the Raman's did everthing in threes is likely to be
> disappointed.  The other two are not likely to come to Sol. If the first
> ship ran into a crystal sphere or some such problem, then the others
> likely would also.  That would rather defeat the purpose of triplication.

Why? As we eventually learned (wading through extraneous drivel in Rama
II), the ships are in contact with each other. The first obviously reported
success to the second which therefore saw no reason to try a different
route through space. So they're only allowed to get it wrong twice - no
problem.

Keith Halewood
Dept. Computer Science
Liverpool University
Internet: keith%and.cs.liv.ac.uk@nsfnet-relay.ac.uk
UUCP: ..!mcsun!ukc!liv-cs!keith

------------------------------

Date: 12 Aug 91 00:51:51 GMT
From: stk@po.cwru.edu (Shannon T. Kalvar)
Subject: Storm Constantine

I was in a bookstore and saw some books that sounded pretty interesting...

A book by Storm Constantine intrigued me, but I am afraid to buy this book
since it was listed as book 1 and books 2+ were not present.  Any info
about his trilogy would be appreciated.

Thanks!

------------------------------

Date: 12 Aug 91 01:20:28 GMT
From: tchrist@convex.com (Tom Christiansen)
Subject: Re: Storm Constantine

stk@po.CWRU.Edu (Shannon T. Kalvar) writes:
>A book by Storm Constantine intrigued me, but I am afraid to buy this book
>since it was listed as book 1 and books 2+ were not present.  Any info
>about his trilogy would be appreciated.

Storm is a woman from the UK; her picture is in the back cover. The
trilogy, which is all in print, was pretty interesting.  I was intrigued
with the first book, found the second a little middle-bookish, and the
third was fine, although it didn't end quite as Id've wished.

Basically, there's an hermaphroditic mutation in the near future (post
holocaust?) with psychic abilities; it occurs in one individual who is able
to pass it - by transfusion, if I recall.  Sex and magic and castes are a
big thing here.

With only one gender (able to both father and mother children, with a
willing partner that is), the tension of the splitting of humanity into two
races would seem gone.  At first you think this will be wonderful society,
leaving the drab bickering humans in the dust, but you soon realize that
people are still just people, good and bad, mostly mediocre.

Tom

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 91 07:11:31 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com 
Subject: Re: Michael Crichton

bruceb@informix.com (Bruce Barr) writes:
>I hadn't noticed anyone mentioning the fact that Mr. Crichton wrote the
>screenplay and directed Runaway.  (Tom Seleck and Gene Simmons)

Or, for that matter:

COMA
THE GREAT TRAIN ROBBERY
LOOKER
WESTWORLD

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 9 Aug 91 20:10:08 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: Re: Michael Crichton

boyajian@ruby.dec.com writes:
> bruceb@informix.com(Bruce Barr) writes:
>>I hadn't noticed anyone mentioning the fact that Mr. Crichton wrote the
>>screenplay and directed Runaway.  (Tom Seleck and Gene Simmons)
> 
> Or, for that matter:
> 
> COMA
> THE GREAT TRAIN ROBBERY
> LOOKER
> WESTWORLD

   Minor point, since Doctor Crichton finished at Harvard Med and interned,
he's entitled to a "Dr." as opposed to a "Mr." - moved to Salk Institute
down around La Jolla, I think, before he switched to doing films.  His
stories are typically forty-ish SF yarns, simplistic plots, but attain
great immediacy and suspense.  I am particularly fond of his movie,
"RUNAWAY," which used good people to good effect, despite a production
budget that most of Hollywood would have laughed at.  "RUNAWAY" was shot in
Canada, and I think it's the best he's done, so far, for simple coherence
and clean production.  Nice, solid, professional movie.  "LOOKER" is my
second favorite, its quality marred by several logical flaws which are
nicely covered by the "look" of the movie and Finney's acting and the
direction isn't bad.
   Others not on your list: "BINARY," which was originally published in
prose under a pseudonym, and "JURASSIC PARK," which is currently in
preparation as a major movie, done with Spielberg.  This one will be worth
going to see, no matter *how* bad the acting and scripting is, just for the
dinosaur effects; and I have hopes for the quality of the script, as well,
based on his recent movie work.
   It's a lead-pipe cinch that anyone who wrote "SPHERE" shouldn't be
writing stories for a living, so I hope Crichton continues to direct a
lot - he seems to be good at it.  Note what a nice job he did with Robin
Cook's "COMA," even though he didn't write the original story.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Aug 91 23:53:49 GMT
From: randi@sporty.col.oh.us (Randi Pollard)
Subject: High Hunt

I just finished the Belgariad for the second time and in the back is an
order blank for the books.  Included as #6 of the set is High Hunt.  But
Enchanters End Game says that it is the Conclusion of the Belgariad.  Does
High Hunt come between the Belgariad and the Mallorean?

Randi Pollard
5014-A Coventry Dr.
Columbus, OH  43232
sporty!randi@ursa-major.spdcc.com  
randi@sporty.uucp                  
randi@sporty.col.oh.us             

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 91 11:58:53 GMT
From: aahz@netcom.com (Mean Green Dancing Machine)
Subject: Re: High Hunt

_High Hunt_ was David Eddings' first book.  It is regular mainstream
fiction, although it will frequently be found in the SF/F section of your
favorite bookstore.  I think in manys that _High Hunt_ is better than the
Belgariad/Mallorean despite its being such an early work.  It seems to be
rather auto-biographical in many ways, but one should avoid making such
assumptions.  

Dan Bernstein
aahz@netcom.com 

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 91 18:15:52 GMT
From: v075mx4d@ubvmsc.cc.buffalo.edu (Rene M Hill)
Subject: Harry Harrison list request

I've recently started collecting Harrison's books, after I got hooked on my
first SSR book.  Does anyone *possibly* have a list of all (or most) of his
books?  I have one, which I'll post if anyone wants it, but I don't know
how complete it is.  Also, could anyone recommend any of his books which
they found especially good?  He's written so many, I don't know where to
start.  :)

Thanks in advance.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Aug 91 01:36:05 GMT
From: 003@pnet16.cts.com (Lcdr Smith)
Subject: Michael P. Kube-McDowell

After reading this author's "The Quiet Pools", I searched out at my local
library all other books held (statewide; they have a pretty good
cross-referencing computer system).  I was able to obtain "Emprise" and
"Enigma" billed as the first two books of "The Trigon Disunity", whatever
that means as there was no reference to Trigon anything in either book.  Be
that as it may, all three of these books are excellent, "hard"
(technological-based) sf, and I would like to read more.  Anybody out there
have a list of his works??  Does the "Trigon Disunity" continue past book
2???

Thanks in advance. 

Sheri
UUCP: humu!nctams1!pnet16!003
ARPA: humu!nctams1!pnet16!003@nosc.mil
INET: 003@pnet16.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Aug 91 14:56:41 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Michael P. Kube-McDowell

003@pnet16.cts.com (Lcdr Smith) says:
>After reading this author's "The Quiet Pools", I searched out at my local
>library all other books held (statewide; they have a pretty good
>cross-referencing computer system).  I was able to obtain "Emprise" and
>"Enigma" billed as the first two books of "The Trigon Disunity", whatever
>that means as there was no reference to Trigon anything in either book.
>Be that as it may, all three of these books are excellent, "hard"
>(technological-based) sf, and I would like to read more.  Anybody out
>there have a list of his works??  Does the "Trigon Disunity" continue past
>book 2???

I don't know what "The Trigon Disunity" means either.  I think it must have
been some publisher's idea, something to mark "Emprise" as the first volume
of a trilogy with a suitably mysterious-sounding name.

Anyway, the third volume is "Empery" and is very good, though I think
"Enigma" is the best.  "Empery" explains just a little too much for me.
Highly recommended - I think the trilogy is the best thing he's done so
far, reminiscent of Arthur C. Clarke.  I found "The Quiet Pools" something
of a disappointment, and his other book, "Alternities" a real mess (though
a fun one).

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 91 04:45:45 GMT
From: deveaux@tramp.colorado.edu (J.A. Deveaux)
Subject: Re: Lackey:  More Complaints

dani@netcom.COM (Dani Zweig) says:
>Am I the only one who thought Talia's "promise that if I told the truth
>you won't get mad" bargain with Elspeth grossly unfair?  Truths can be
>unpleasant, insulting, and simply out of place, and this bargain allows
>those. 

Hmmm.  I thought about that too, but I don't agree.  Truth is a rare and
precious commodity, and I believe that it is very important for any person
to learn to recognize the truth **especially** when it concerns themselves.

It may be a hard and painful thing to learn, but once a person accepts a
truth and learns to deal with it, the person can move beyond it and become
a better person for recognizing the truth.  This is a quality which I think
is important that all people possess, but in the case of Elspeth, who will
one day be the ruler of an entire country, I believe that quality to be
absolutely essential in her character.  If she doesn't have the quality,
she would be a poorer ruler for it, and many people would suffer.

There is also precedence in the books.  If we look at the character of all
the Heralds that Lackey has spent any time developing, one of the qualities
they all possess is the ability to accept the truth and learn from it and
move beyond it.  It comes harder for some than others.  The Herald that
accompanied Talia to the neighboring kingdom and died (I forget his name),
the one with the rotten uncle, was particularly thick-headed, but even he
eventually accepted the truth.  I suspect that this quality my be one thing
the Companions use to judge people by when choosing Heralds.

J.A. Deveaux

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 91 19:40:35 GMT
From: betsyp@apollo.hp.com (Betsy Perry)
Subject: Re: Lackey:  More Complaints

dani@netcom.COM (Dani Zweig) writes:
>Am I the only one who thought Talia's "promise that if I told the truth
>you won't get mad" bargain with Elspeth grossly unfair?  Truths can be
>unpleasant, insulting, and simply out of place, and this bargain allows
>those.

Ah, but you're forgetting that Talia is a Nice Person and would never,
never, do anything mean to anybody else.  It seems that having a nasty
childhood is the best guarantee of growing up into a Nice Person ...  at
least, in Lackey's universe.  It's a Cinderella fantasy, and it pulls those
strings very successfully, at least for me.

In real life, I agree that you can maim somebody with well-timed truths.
"We all thought you made an incredible fool of yourself last Tuesday."
"Did you know that your father was an evil wizard who tried to murder your
mother?"  (Okay, that one is surprisingly rare in my day-to-day
conversations...)  "I hear that the Queen doesn't love you very much
because you remind her so of your father."  But it's understood, both by
the reader and by Elspeth, that Talia isn't the sort of person who'd say
that sort of thing.

Besides which, the Companions are a very convenient workaround for most
pieces of Heraldic misbehavior: any time somebody blots the copybook
seriously enough, *poof*! one disowned herald.  If Talia were the sort of
person who sniped at innocents, she wouldn't be Queen's Own.

Betsy Perry
Apollo Division
Hewlett-Packard, Inc.
betsyp@apollo.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 91 15:36:43 GMT
From: mwinters@yoyodyne.ncsa.uiuc.edu (Mary Winters)
Subject: Re: Lackey:  More Complaints

(Dani Zweig) writes:
>Am I the only one who thought Talia's "promise that if I told the truth
>you won't get mad" bargain with Elspeth grossly unfair?  Truths can be
>unpleasant, insulting, and simply out of place, and this bargain allows
>those.

Do you really think Talia would ever tell Elspeth something with the
intention of being insulting? Unpleasant truths often need to be faced, no
matter how unpleasant they are. Also, if I remember correctly, the bargain
was that Elspeth wouldn't get mad until she had thought about what she was
told, with the implication that if, after thinking about it, she still
thought Talia was wrong (or whatever), she could be mad at her. When I read
it, I got the impression that the promise wasn't intended to be an out for
Talia to say whatever she wanted, but an agreement with Elspeth to give
Talia free reign in turning her from The Brat into a human being again.
Once Elspeth was no longer The Brat, Talia stopped giving Elspeth
unpleasant truths to face until she once again starting acting stupid (with
her "suitor".)

Also, I thought it was the *job* of the Queen's Own to be the one person
who the Queen knew would be truly honest and truthful, no matter how
unpleasant that could be. So Talia was just starting her job a little early
with Elspeth...

Just my opinion, of course.;-)

Mary Winters
mwinters@ncsa.uiuc.edu
mwinters@yoyodyne.ncsa.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 91 15:10:33 GMT
From: CH454000@brownvm.brown.edu ("Grant Goodyear")
Subject: re:Lackey, more complaints

Talia's request that Elspeth promise not to get mad if truth were told is
NOT unfair.  Remember, the job of the Queen's Own is to be the one person
who will always tell the monarch the truth, no matter how difficult it may
be.  If Elspeth were to be the eventual heir, and if Talia were to live
that long, how could Elspeth trust her w/o that promise?

Grant

------------------------------

Date: 9 Aug 91 19:43:31 GMT
From: kirshenbaum@hplabs.hpl.hp.com (Evan Kirshenbaum)
Subject: Re: SF Books for Little Kids?

Some that I haven't seen mentioned that I remember enjoying at an early
age:

Jerome Beatty:  "Mathew Looney Conquers the Earth" and the rest of the
                Looney series.  Also "Bob Fulton's Amazing Soda Pop
                Stretcher".
Robert Silverberg: "The Lost Race of Mars" and "The Calibrated Alligator"
                (the first SF book I remember reading)
Jay Williams and Ray Abrashkin:  The infinite series of Danny Dunn
                books ("Danny Dunn, Time Traveller", "Danny Dunn and
                the Anti-Gravity Paint", "Danny Dunn and the Homework
                Machine",...)
???             "Freddy and the Martians".  The rest of the Freddy the
                Pig series was fun as well.

I'm not sure if they count as SF, but kids who like inventions would
probably enjoy the Alvin Fernald and Henry Reed books (those are the
characters.  I forget the authors' names).

Some for slightly older kids (8-12) would include:

Robert Silverberg:  "Gate of Worlds", "The Time of the Great Freeze",
                "World's Fair, 1999"
Alexei Panshin: "Rite of Passage"
???             "Stranger from the Depths"
???             A series with names like "Voyage to Venus", "Mission
                to Mercury", "Neptune One is Missing" (or am I
                confusing that with something else?)

I'll doubtless remember more as soon as I send this.  I'm sorry some of the
memories are so dim.

Evan Kirshenbaum
HP Laboratories
3500 Deer Creek Road, Building 26U
Palo Alto, CA  94304
(415)857-7572
kirshenbaum@hplabs.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Aug 91 03:49:10 GMT
From: larry7@ix2.cc.utexas.edu (larry gainor)
Subject: Re: SF Books for Little Kids? / Narnia

A difficult-to-find but amusing book for children that age is Philip K.
Dick's "Nick and the Glimmung"

Larry Gainor
UT-GSLIS

------------------------------

Date: 9 Aug 91 06:12:21 GMT
From: klm@terminator.cc.umich.edu (Kathy Madison)
Subject: Re: SF Books for Little Kids?

For SF (as opposed to Fantasy) books, I remember Eleanor Cameron's
"Flight to the Mushroom Planet" and "Stowaway to the Mushroom Planet"
(there are more but they are out of print - check the library).
They are about 2 ten year old boys.

Someone else mentioned Heinlein's juveniles - they are SF.

I also have to add a brief Narnia mention - I read them in 5th grade, my
aunt (who is Jewish) gave them to me, I had never read the bible in any
way, and I had no idea about the possible meanings or whatever, and enjoyed
reading them for a few years, even after I found out. Now it does distract
me some, but I don't need the books any more to remember the wonderful
characters and situations that I wanted to live in.

Kathy Madison
Computing Center
University of Michigan
klm@terminator.cc.umich.edu
USERKLM@UMICHUM.Bitnet

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1,,
Summary-line: 13-Aug  overs-request@rutgers.edu  #SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #353
Received: by elbereth.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.4/3.08) 
	id AA08149; Tue, 13 Aug 91 23:42:01 EDT
Date: Tue, 13 Aug 91 23:42:01 EDT
Message-Id: <9108140342.AA08149@elbereth.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #353
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Tue, 13 Aug 91 23:42:01 EDT
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #353
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS@rutgers.edu
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Lewis (8 msgs) & Lovecraft (3 msgs) &
                       Martin & McCaffrey

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 91 22:38:36 GMT
From: rgd4264@zeus.tamu.edu (DUDGEON, ROBERT GREGORY)
Subject: Re: SF Books for Little Kids? / Narnia

Philip McMillen (588-0659) writes:
>Try the "Chronicles of Narnia" by C.S. Lewis.  These tend to be a bit more
>on the fantasy side, but are terrific!
> 
>If anyone else has read them it would help to have some comments on them.

Loved them, especially _The Magician's Nephew_ (I think that's the title).
True, C.S. Lewis was a CHristian apologist and as such his writing has
Christian overtones, but they're subdued (w/possible exception of _The Last
Battle_).  And his morality in children's books is, IMO, admirable in the
times we live in.

R. Greg Dudgeon
Fermilab
P.O. Box 500
MS 352
Batavia, IL  60510
Internet: dudgeon@fnalc.fnal.gov
BITNET:   dudgeon@fnal

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 91 21:43:47 GMT
From: bob@dolores.stanford.edu (Bob Lodenkamper)
Subject: Re: SF Books for Little Kids? / Narnia

rgd4264@zeus.tamu.edu (Robert Gregory Dudgeon) writes:
>Philip McMillen (588-0659) writes:
>>Try the "Chronicles of Narnia" by C.S. Lewis.  These tend to be
>>a bit more on the fantasy side, but are terrific!
>
>Loved them, especially _The Magician's Nephew_ (I think that's the title).
>True, C.S. Lewis was a CHristian apologist and as such his writing has
>Christian overtones, but they're subdued (w/possible exception of _The
>Last Battle_).  And his morality in children's books is, IMO, admirable in
>the times we live in.

Um.  There was quite a bit more than overtones last time I looked.  It's
really about as subtle as a brick.  No problem if one likes/approves of
Christianity, of course.  I'm merely claiming it isn't very subtle, and I
share Tolkien's dim view of allegory.

Bob

------------------------------

Date: 3 Aug 91 00:46:07 GMT
From: schmunk@spacsun.rice.edu (Robert Schmunk)
Subject: Re: SF Books for Little Kids? / Narnia

I had a third grade teacher who read to us out of the first four Narnia
books during the course of the school year (anything to settle the kids
down after lunch) and I thought they were great. A couple years later, I
had my own copies, and they were still great. Ten years later, I was in
college, re-read them, and they were still great. In other words, these
books are good basic fantasy for younger people, but when you grow up, you
can still can come back to them and find a layer of meaning that you missed
before.

Other sf&f books I read when I was young have not held up as well. Many
served as a good introduction to the genres, but few were good enough that
I could re-read them now and still be able to appreciate them.

Robert B. Schmunk
Rice Univ.
Space Physics and Astronomy Dept.
Box 1892
Houston, TX 77251
(713) 527-8101, ext 2433
schmunk@vega.rice.edu
schmunk@spacsun.rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Aug 91 05:50:52 GMT
From: repnomar@leland.stanford.edu (Janet M. Lafler)
Subject: Re: SF Books for Little Kids? / Narnia

rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson) writes:
>bob@dolores.Stanford.EDU (Bob Lodenkamper) says:
>Which?  I don't buy it.  Tell me about the Christian archetypes in "The
>Horse and His Boy."

Well, the Calormenes are sort of all-purpose heathens, with something of an
Arabic flavor, at least to those who know little about Arabic culture or
Islam.  (No I'm not calling Arabs or Muslims heathens, I'm just trying to
point out a connection between the two in Lewis' thinking.)  Anyway _The
Horse and His Boy_ doesn't contain *biblical* Chrisitan archetypes, but it
does contain a North/South Christian/Heathen-type struggle.  Lewis' treat-
ment of Calormene characters in the book (with the notable exception of
Aravis) is pretty unidimensional and oriented to setting up a simple moral
struggle.

>>and parts of the plot taken directly from the Bible.
>Which?

The most obvious is _The Last Battle_, with Judgement Day, complete with an
anti-Christ and various different types of unbelievers.  Aslan's death and
resurrection in _The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe_ is another parallel.
Having said this, I think I understand what you mean about the characters
not being allegorical.  It's more that they're part of Lewis' "Platonic"
model of the universe (What _do_ they teach them in school these days?);
thus Aslan and Christ would both be shadows of the ideal form of both.
(This is more or less spelled out at the end of _The Last Battle_.)  I do
see the Narnia books as *in part* allegorical, but I don't see this as a
particular flaw.  It seems as useless to argue that the Narnia books aren't
allegorical at all as to argue that they're *merely* allegory.

>>One gets more of a sense of an author preaching to the readers than an
>>author simply telling a tale.
>
>One certainly does if one is predisposed to.  As my man Wittgenstein says,
>"this is not a finding but a requirement."  I think your hostility to
>Lewis' message predisposes you to see it as "preaching" and not as
>storytelling.

I agree with you here.  I've seldom felt that Lewis was preaching, at least
not in an unforgiveable way, and I've read all of the Narnia books several
times, as an adult and a child.  I was raised an atheist and have always
been one, and have never felt uncomfortable with Lewis' Christian themes
except in the _Last Battle_, which is the most judgemental (in the biblical
sense) of all the books.  Sometimes I've wondered why the Christian themes
haven't bothered me more, but I've never been able to figure out why.

Janet
repnomar@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Aug 91 09:15:00 GMT
From: loos@frodo.mgh.harvard.edu (William D.B. Loos)
Subject: Re: SF Books for Little Kids? / Narnia

repnomar@leland.Stanford.EDU (Janet M. Lafler) writes:
>The most obvious is _The Last Battle_, with Judgement Day, complete with
>an anti-Christ and various different types of unbelievers.  Aslan's death
>and resurrection in _The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe_ is another
>parallel.  Having said this, I think I understand what you mean about the
>characters not being allegorical.  It's more that they're part of Lewis'
>"Platonic" model of the universe (What _do_ they teach them in school
>these days?); thus Aslan and Christ would both be shadows of the ideal
>form of both.  (This is more or less spelled out at the end of _The Last
>Battle_.)  I do see the Narnia books as *in part* allegorical, but I don't
>see this as a particular flaw.  It seems as useless to argue that the
>Narnia books aren't allegorical at all as to argue that they're *merely*
>allegory.

[deleted]

>I was raised an atheist and have always been one, and have never felt
>uncomfortable with Lewis' Christian themes except in the _Last Battle_,
>which is the most judgemental (in the biblical sense) of all the books.
>Sometimes I've wondered why the Christian themes haven't bothered me more,
>but I've never been able to figure out why.

Perhaps because Lewis' personal version of Christianity was on the loose
side, looser than many more orthodox types (e.g. J.R.R. Tolkien) would
accept.  One example is Coriakin, the Magician on the Island of the Duffers
in _Voyage of the Dawn Treader_.  I'm going to save myself trouble by
simply quoting a previous posting of Dan'l's on this one:

"The allegory, clearly enough when stated this baldly, is that the Magician
(a pagan God) is a real Authority (possibly an angelic power?) set by Aslan
(God) to watch over peoples not yet ready for the Whole Truth
(Christianity) and to prepare them by education and necessary displays of
power.  Taken this way, in fact, Lewis' attitude might be considered to be
quite heterodox by mainstream Christians who view paganism as
Satanically-inspired (at worst) or purely illusory (at best), but Lewis, in
his religious writings, repeatedly hammered on the point that it would be
ludicrous to presume that one religion was 100% right and the others 100%
wrong. "

Another example is in _The Last Battle_ , where the virtuous pagan Emeth is
nevertheless accepted by Aslan (he immediately recognizes Aslan as the true
Master and is told that all his good deeds, though he thought they were for
Tash, were actually for Aslan).  This suggests that people can be saved
even without direct knowledge of Christianity, an idea which the Church
(naturally enough) has rejected many times down throught he centuries.

A second point is that there is a all kinds of stuff lying around in the
Narnia books, some of which has little to do with Christianity (Lewis'
cracks at Progressive Education in _Silver Chair_ and "Modern Thinking" in
_Dawn Treader_), some of which are quite non-Christian (like all the Dryads
and fauns running around, not to mention Bacchus and even Father
Christmas), and some of which might to some seem out of place entirely in
such a Christian context (like that book on Tumnus' shelf: Nymphs and Their
Ways).  Re: that last one, my copy of _The Lion, the Witch, and the
Wardrobe_ has the shorter title, but apparantly in the rough draft which
Lewis read aloud it was "Nymphs and Their Ways: The Love Life of a Faun".
They say that Tolkien's snort in response to that one was loud indeed ...

William D.B. Loos
loos@frodo.mgh.harvard.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Aug 91 15:39:40 GMT
From: rgd4264@zeus.tamu.edu (DUDGEON, ROBERT GREGORY)
Subject: Lewis & Christianity (besides Narnia)

Hmm, I really didn't think Narnia would generate such commentary.

C.S. Lewis was one of the Christian foremost apologists of his day, besides
writing sf & fantasy.  If you want really obvious Christian overtones, read
his Perelandra trilogy, _Out of the Silent Planet_, _Perelandra_, and _That
Hideous Strength_.  As has already been mentioned, he also wrote _The
Screwtape Letters_, a rather nastily amusing comment on human morality.
Another pseudo-fantasy book that comes to mind is a story about a train
ride from Hell to Heaven and what happens to those who visit.  I don't
recall the title, but I do remember it as being eerie and on the mark with
characterization.

R. Greg Dudgeon
Fermilab
P.O. Box 500
MS 352
Batavia, IL  60510
BITNET:   dudgeon@fnal
Internet: dudgeon@fnalc.fnal.gov

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 91 04:54:33 GMT
From: smds!rh@uunet.uu.net (Richard Harter)
Subject: Re: Lewis & Christianity (besides Narnia)

rgd4264@zeus.tamu.edu (DUDGEON, ROBERT GREGORY) writes:
> Another pseudo-fantasy book that comes to mind is a story about a train
> ride from Hell to Heaven and what happens to those who visit.  I don't
> recall the title, but I do remember it as being eerie and on the mark
> with characterization.

_The Great Divorce_.  It was a bus ride, not a train ride (quibble,
quibble).  One of the images that has always stuck with me was the one
about the old woman for whom the relevant question was, "Was she grumbling,
or had she merely become a grumble."

The complaints about Lewis's christianity are interesting.  Personally I am
not a christian and have a lower case opinion of christianity.  However I
don't find Lewis's christianity irritating or objectionable.  The only
complaint I would make is that he seems irretrievably confused about the
difference between being an English gentleman and being a Christian.

Richard Harter
SMDS Inc.
PO Box 555
Concord MA 01742
508-369-7398 
uunet!smds!rh

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 91 21:41:55 GMT
From: mac@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Marian McKenzie)
Subject: Re: SF Books for Little Kids? / Narnia

When I was in high school, I happened to mention C.S. Lewis to one of my
fellow students.  He told me that he admired Lewis hugely because he
eschewed Christianity and got back to the basics of "natural religion".
When I told this fellow that, not only was Lewis a devout Christian and a
famous theologian, but that the Narnia stories themselves were considered
Christian allegory, he refused to believe me.  Evidently he took all the
nymphs, fauns, river gods, etc.  purely at face value.  So, let me add my
two cents to those saying that it's not necessarily obvious - this guy, at
age 17 or so, had read and reread all the Narnia books, and not only did he
not notice the Christian bits, he actually took the books to be
anti-Christian.
   I told this fellow to read _The Great Divorce_.  He did, and was
convinced that I was telling him the truth - he also told me that he was
totally disillusioned with Lewis and could never read him again.  I'm not
sure whether I should regret destroying his simple, innocent pleasure, or
not (he was bound to find out sometime, right?).

Marian McKenzie
mac@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 91 21:46:02 GMT
From: echamp@termnet!amiganet.chi.il.us (Ere - Kose)
Subject: HP LoveCraft

I was wondering if someone could recommend some good books by HP Lovecraft.
I have read a fair amount of his work already, and I really enjoyed it.  He
is by far one of my favorite authors so if someone could just recommend
some of their favourite books by him I would be appreciative.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Aug 91 17:44:16 GMT
From: pfritsch@skid.ps.uci.edu (Paul Fritschle)
Subject: Re: HP LoveCraft

Favorite stories, hmm? I'd have to say:

Call of Cthulhu
Shadow over Innsmouth
Haunter of the Dark
Pickman's Model (Not *specifically* a mythos story, but it ties in)
Colour out of Space
At the Mountains of Madness (novel/novella)
The Strange Case of Charles Dexter Ward (novel/novella)

The first 5 short stories are all available in 'The Best of HP Lovecraft',
which is a trade paperback, put out by Ballantine.  'Mountains of Madness'
and 'Charles Dexter WArd' are available from Ballantine as well.

If you are *really* serious about Lovecraft, get in contact with Arkham
House, in Wisconsin. They still have hardback collections available.

Paul Fritschle
pfritsch@skid.PS.UCI.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 11 Aug 91 08:44:45 GMT
From: rml!woodowl!shadow@lll-winken.llnl.gov (Rob Montanaro)
Subject: Re: HP LoveCraft

I'm an H.P. Lovecraft fan, most spurred on by playing Chaosiums Call Of
Cthulhu and some of the stories I found most entertaining are:

   At The Mountain of Madness
   The Dunwiche Horror
   The Dreams in the Witchhouse
   The Whisper in the Darkness
   The Shadow out of Time
   The Tomb
   The Horror at Red Hook
   From Beyond (better than the movie I assure you)
   The Call of Cthulhu
   The Thing on the Doorstep

To name a few.  Though finding them might be difficult.  I recommend
hitting used book stores.  Ballantine prints them from time to time, but I
know around here that not many are available.  There is also a compendium
of his 'best' works, while it is good, I think it missed out on some really
great stories.

{chumley, dplace, llustig, tcomeng, dumbcat}!woodowl!sdragon
ames!lll-winken!chumley!woodowl!sdragon

------------------------------

Date: 9 Aug 91 09:36:25 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Subject: Wild Cards IX (some SPOILERS)

I am shocked, angry, disgusted, and sickened.

I bought WCIX today, and, shortly into the book, was accosted with a
detailed rape scene.  Which was then repeated.

I can't go to sleep right now, because of the nightmares I'm likely to
have.

I do not purchase books to make me feel sick: if I wanted that, I'd read
newspapers.

An open note to George R.R. Martin (the author): I am not sure I will
purchase the next book in the series, or any other book in it, after this
one.  The amount of senselessness and violence in the book alone would be
enough to turn me off of it, but *rape*?!  Isn't real life evil enough,
that we don't need to cram the worst parts of it into our recreation time?

I'm not expressing myself well (I've been awake too long), but I think what
I'm trying to say is getting through.

I cannot recommend this book.  Not only is there everything I've described
above, but the book is not complete; neither was the predecessor, but it
felt more complete than this one did.

The writing style, the tone of voice in the books, has been decreasing
since about book #5 or so.  The last four books have been *depressing*,
with the "Good" guys losing, and the "bad" guys winning.

That is not what I want when I read a book for pleasure.

Sean Eric Fagan
sef@kithrup.COM

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 91 18:08:25 GMT
From: v075mx4d@ubvmsc.cc.buffalo.edu (Rene M Hill)
Subject: Anne McCaffrey - What is this book??

Recently I was looking at the bibliography of the Dragonlover's Guide to
Pern, and saw several references that I was curious about.

Could someone please tell me what "The Girl Who Heard Dragons" is about?
It is by Anne McCaffrey, pub. 1985.  Is it a Pern book?

Also, The Weyrbook of Ista, Weyrwords, and Threadfall Charts, are listed,
by Harry and Marilyn Alm.  Does anyone have these/ know what they are
about/have a copy they don't want/know where I could get a copy?  (I guess
that covers everything.)

:)

Thanks!!

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Today's Topics:

	     Books - Asprin (3 msgs) & Card (2 msgs) & Dick &
                     Duncan & Heinlein (2 msgs) & Moon (3 msgs) &
                     Request Answers (2 msgs) & Request

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 13 Aug 91 16:40:14 GMT
From: grimm@eecae.ee.msu.edu (Jerry Michael Grimm)
Subject: Re: Asprin - Phule's Company

v075mx4d@ubvmsc.cc.buffalo.edu (Rene M Hill) writes:
> I've heard quite a few remarks lately to the effect that Asprin's MYTH
> series seems to have gone downhill a bit towards the end. I
> (reluctantly) must agree.  They just aren't the same anymore.  Maybe
> (hopefully) when Skeeve becomes a bigger part of the plot again...?

Much as I like Bob Asprin, I also must agree with this.  I don't think
Asprin as managed yet to come to terms with a Skeeve who is, in his own
right, a confidant main-stage player.

bernd@bwhwob.sub.org (Bernd Wiegmann) writes:
>How many books are published in this series ? The last book that was
>published in Germany was: Myth-Nomers and Im-Pervections.

There are nine published books in the states:
  Another Fine Myth
  Myth-Conceptions
  Myth-Directions
  -- a fourth book I can't recall --
  Mything Persons
  Little Myth Marker
  Myth-INC Link
  Myth-nomers and Im-Pervections
  Myth-INC in Action

A 10th is planned, "Sweet Myth-tery of Life", and should heavily feature
Skeeve.  Also, no guarantee on the titles/order of books 1-4.

>> Anyway, I was just wondering what people's thoughts were on "Phule's
>> Company"?  Myself, I really loved it, though it just sort of built up
>> the characters, and left them hanging, to wait for the sequel.  Does
>> anyone know when/if there will be one?  The front cover says "first in
>> the hilarious new series" or something to that effect.
>> 
>I read this book a few month ago and I enjoyed it. This book needs at
>least three or four sequels to fulfill the promises it made.

As I understand, "Phule's Paradise" (I think) will be released in the
states this publishing year, around Dec 91.  I know the manuscript has been
delivered to the publisher, so it should be out.

As for my opinion on "Phules's Company", I wasn't all that impressed by it.
It seemed too easy for Phule, and too well set.  It is another redoing of
the classic "Everything goes wrong for the misfits, so of course it is
fine" plot.  This time, it shows up too much.  Also, reading Phule's after
coming off of reading Vor Game doesn't help the opinion I formed.

Mike Grimm

------------------------------

Date: 13 Aug 91 19:46:14 GMT
From: asannuti@dial.princeton.edu (Arun M. Sannuti)
Subject: Re: Asprin

grimm@eecae.ee.msu.edu (Jerry Michael Grimm) writes:
>There are nine published books in the states:
>  Another Fine Myth
>  Myth-Conceptions
>  Myth-Directions
>  -- a fourth book I can't recall --

It was called Hit or Myth

>  Mything Persons
>  Little Myth Marker

   After this point, the series takes a massive plunge downwards in
quality.  Just my opinion.  I liked the ones before this, but ...  The
Myth-INC books are especially bad.  I like Skeeve as the main character.

>  Myth-INC Link
>  Myth-nomers and Im-Pervections
>  Myth-INC in Action

>A 10th is planned, "Sweet Myth-tery of Life", and should heavily feature
>Skeeve.  Also, no guarantee on the titles/order of books 1-4.

  Well, 1 is right, and so is 4, but I keep getting 2 and 3 mixed up.

  There was also a question about Phule's Company.  I liked it.  It wasn't
serious, it wasn't death defying, but it was good.  Micheal seemed to think
that it was too pat, but then again, everything in the Myth books was as
well, and people like that.  Phule's Company was good humorous fluff.  Too
bad I can't say the same about Myth-INC in Action.  That book sucked.  (Of
course, I don't even think it was a book.  Nothing happened.  No real plot
or story.  It was basically a waste of money (and paper)) Just my opinion.

Arun Sannuti
asannuti@phoenix.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Aug 91 15:13:31 GMT
From: fa_bds@lewis.umt.edu
Subject: RE:  Asprin's Phule and Myth books

I really enjoyed _Phule's Company_, and look forward to more books in the
series, although I am not sure that they can live up to my Myth
expectations.  Having just finished _M.Y.T.H. Inc. in Action_ I have to say
that I found it very enjoyable.  What is more difficult to assess is
whether my enjoyment was due to becoming re-acquainted with an old friend
after such a long break, or if the book really merited my esteem.  By my
count there have now been eight books in the Myth series (including the new
M.Y.T.H. books), and there are a total of twelve projected, so we can still
anticipate four more.  _M.Y.T.H.  Inc. in Action_ just appeared in Montana.
Has anything been released since?

Bryan D. Spellman
University of Montana

------------------------------

Date: 14 Aug 91 00:59:39 GMT
From: bmadsen@k2.dsd.es.com (Bruce Madsen)
Subject: Orson Scott Card ***SPOILERS***

Card was at a local bookstore today to autograph books and chat with the
public. He said some things that were quite interesting, and are, IMHO,
definitely spoilers (regarding both the Ender and the Alvin Maker books).

First off, I did like Xenocide, and am not disappointed that I purchased
the hardback (my budget usually limits me to paperback editions). I concur
with much that I've seen on the net: I was bothered by the appearance of
"young" Val and Peter; felt like Ender was rather impotent in this book (I
also thought, like someone else mentioned, that this may be because of his
age); but mostly felt like Card just didn' finish the book.

Card was very pleasant to talk to, and was quite open about what his plans
are; he said "I know you didn't ask for this, but here it is anyway".

Now, for the Spoilers:

Card told me that, although he didn't intend so at first, there will be
another Ender book that would wrap things up. His story got too long to
include the whole thing in Xenocide. He also said that the story started to
take off on a tangent after the introduction of the "new characters at the
end of the novel" (which I assume are Val and Peter), and that it seemed
appropriate to split the story at that point. He said that he would wrap up
what happens to Lusitania; that "Jane would get a body", and that "Ender
will die, thus definitely ending the series."

Regarding the Alvin Maker books, he said that he'll be writing at least two
more: first "Journeyman Alvin", then "Master Alvin"; probably to come out
within the next "couple of years" (I assume that refers to Journeyman). He
said that "the outcome of the story is obvious: Alvin will become a martyr
in Carthage and Arthur Stewart will lead a group of people across the
Mizzipy."

Hmmmm, is he just leading us on?

At any rate, I enjoyed meeting him.

Bruce K. Madsen
Evans & Sutherland Computer Corp.
Salt Lake City, Utah
bmadsen@bambam.dsd.es.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Aug 91 06:12:57 GMT
From: jml12@cunixa.cc.columbia.edu (Jonathan M Lennox)
Subject: Re: Orson Scott Card ***SPOILERS***

bmadsen@k2.dsd.es.com (Bruce Madsen) writes:
>Now, for the Spoilers:
[...some comments on Ender IV deleted...]
>Regarding the Alvin Maker books, he said that he'll be writing at least
>two more: first "Journeyman Alvin", then "Master Alvin"; probably to come
>out within the next "couple of years" (I assume that refers to
>Journeyman). He said that "the outcome of the story is obvious: Alvin will
>become a martyr in Carthage and Arthur Stewart will lead a group of people
>across the Mizzipy."
>
>Hmmmm, is he just leading us on?

  Maybe, maybe not.  I believe it's been fairly well established (i.e., the
New York Times thinks it :-) that Alvin Maker=Joseph Smith, and therefore
one would expect some parallels (though obviously there have been some
rather serious divergences previously).  Arthur Stewart=Brigham Young is
rather surprising though.

Jonathan Lennox
jml12@cunixa.cc.columbia.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Aug 91 19:39:09 GMT
From: fitz@wang.com
Subject: Philip K. Dick mailing list

The Philip K. Dick mailing list is currently active and is becoming
organized.  Here's a forwarded announcement:

                            PHILIP K. DICK MAILING LIST
                                         
           Philip K. Dick (1928-1982) was an American science fiction
        writer; his writings are among the strongest texts of science
        fiction ever written.
           
           If you want to exchange information, points of view, ask
        questions about his works and life or get in touch with many
        interesting people (even some who actually met him), you ought
        to be member of the Philip K. Dick list.
           
           Subscribe by sending mail to:

           pkd-list-request@wang.com		(internet)
           uunet!wang.com!pkd-list-request	(uucp)

------------------------------

Date: 11 Aug 91 19:42:45 GMT
From: d88-bli@nada.kth.se (Bo Lindbergh)
Subject: Dave Duncan (was Re: David Duncan)

*SPOILERS* ahead!

1. Rap's eventual fate

Crawford Kilian (Crawford_Kilian@mindlink.bc.ca) writes:
> My bet is that Rap ends up as one of the four major sorcerers...

Arun Meda Sannuti (asannuti@phoenix.princeton.edu) writes:
> Eventually, Rap with become the Northern guardian.  Just my opinion.

Possibly true, but something bigger is about to happen too, or the God
never would have bothered with appearing to Inos.  Another hint is that
Rap's future is hidden even from the wardens.  I think that there is a
pandemic attack of F'nor's Complaint[1] coming up, just as in _Shadow_, in
_The Seventh Sword_, and in _West of January_.

2. Rap's unusual powers

Dani Zweig (dani@netcom.com) writes:
> I've been wondering whether he has an extraordinary aptitude for magic,
> or whether his name actually contains *two* words, rather than the one
> that everyone is assuming.

Bruce Holloway (Bruce.Holloway@f507.n143.z1.fidonet.org) writes:
> I think it is fairly clear that Rap _did not_ have adept powers before he
> learned Sador's Word. He didn't gain the adept ability of omnicompetence
> until he had that word. Instead, I think that his name is a primal word
> of power - one not shared with anyone else, anywhere.

Arun Meda Sannuti writes:
> Also, it doesn't seem like Rap has any magical abilities (i.e., the
> abilities of a magician.  There doesn't seem to be a good word for this)
> since at the end of perilous seas, he would be able to heal himself and
> probably get away.  In my opinion, Rap just has an incredible aptitude
> for magic.

Yet another explanation: it is Inos's power.  Remember, she hasn't
displayed any known occult talent yet.  I think the Gods have given her a
special-purpose talent for boosting another person's power, activated only
by mutual love.  (Hmm.  Why do the words "Princess Ivy of Xanth" spring to
mind?)

3. On the uses of torture

Bruce Holloway writes:
> And that rumor about him being tortured and tied up has to just that -
> a rumor.

I disagree.  Duncan has been known to let his protagonists suffer permanent
damage before; cf. Knobil's knees in _West of January_.

I still want to know what Rap would have seen in the magic casement!  Does
anyone have a theory?

------------------------------

Date: 14 Aug 91 01:39:40 GMT
From: aw1s+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew David Weiland)
Subject: Stilyagi

Does anyone know the derivation of this term, first used by Robert A.
Heinlein in "The Moon is a Harsh Mistress"?  Did Heinlein just make it up,
or is it derived from Russian, like several terms from his Luna dialect.

Andrew D. M. U. Weiland
aw1s@andrew.cmu.edu	

------------------------------

Date: 14 Aug 91 15:48:36 GMT
From: dmitry@phoenix.princeton.edu (Dmitry Gorenburgov)
Subject: Re: Stilyagi

Stilyagi is a Russian slang term that is derived from the English word
style. It means roughly a follower of the current fashion, or a person who
likes to be seen as stylish. That doesn't give across all of the word's
connotations but it's the best I can think of. Anybody else?

Dmitry Gorenburgov
dmitry@phoenix.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Aug 91 10:36:50 GMT
From: wolf@flex (Phil latona)
Subject: Re: Elizabeth Moon

> I don't know if other readers feel the same way, but I recently figured
> out what the _Paksennarion_ stories kept reminding me of: Robert Adams'
> Horseclans books (at least the early books in the series), and Doc
> Smith's various space operas.  In all of these books the authors
> continually include information about minor details (science and
> engineering for Doc; warfare and militrary training for Adams and Moon).
> The casual use of this detailed information (all of which seemingly
> correct or at least plausible) gives the fiction a distinct air of
> believability.

  Not having read the Horseclans series, I can't say. But one of the main
reasons I enjoyed Moon's books so well WAS the aura of believability and
'realism' that permeated everything. Some of the current fantasy is,
well...too fantastic for me. I can't quite get into them as well as I could
with Paks, Inc. In fact, Moon's writings inspired me to do a bit of
research into the accuracy of her military outlook. Seems like her tactics
and training methods are quite correct as far as I've been able to
discover.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Aug 91 10:36:50 GMT
From: wolf@flex (Phil latona)
Subject: Re: Elizabeth Moon

mwinters@yoyodyne.ncsa.uiuc.edu (Mary Winters) writes:
>wolf@flex (Phil latona) writes:
>>Are there any fans of Elizabeth Moon's "Deed Of Paksenarrion" series? 
>
> I also enjoyed this series - enough to reread it (twice so far). I even
> got my boyfriend interested in it. He needed something to read and it was
> sitting around. After starting it, he decided he really liked it and
> wanted to continue. I was sort of surprised 'cause he doesn't usually
> read fantasy.

Yes indeed. My wife also isn't much of a fantasy fan, but when I explained
a bit about the series, she too became an avid Paks fan. In fact, SHE was
the one that found "Surrender None" and bought it for us. There's something
special about the books - not just the female hero. I know that some feel
they are fairly standard fantasy, but I am not one of those people! B^)

------------------------------

Date: 10 Aug 91 14:48:19 GMT
From: wolf@flex (Phil latona)
Subject: Re: Elizabeth Moon

mikew@sdl.mdcbbs.com (Mike Whitaker) writes:
> I'm half way through re-reading the trilogy (after having picked up
> Surrender None for the first time a fortnight ago, which inspired me to
> re-read the others) - still think they're wonderful, and better for a
> second reading (Surrender None explains a few things...)
 
Yes indeed. I've read and re-read them at least 10 times over the past year
and probably will again sooner or later. What intrigued me the most about
the series was the realism - you could almost 'see' the events take place
right before you eyes. While some of it ( a little bit ) was fairly
standard fantasy, it was unique for the most part. What did you like the
best about the series and what did you like the least?
 
The "Surrender None" volume DID explain a good deal. In fact, a lot of
stuff that left me scratching my head ( Luap, for example ) in the main
series became clear after reading it..
 
I think Paks was one heck of a woman! B^)

------------------------------

Date: 6 Aug 91 00:12:44 GMT
From: deveaux@tramp.colorado.edu (J.A. Deveaux)
Subject: Re: Firedancer

As a matter of fact, my roomate happens to be reading the series right now.
Fire Dancer and Dancer's Luck are two of them.  I don't know if there are
any more.  They are by Ann Maxwell.

Anything else you need to know?

J.A. Deveaux

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 91 15:55:28 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: Gosh, Wow (Sense of Wonder)

richv@hpindda.cup.hp.com (Rich Van Gaasbeck) writes:
>I once ran across a book called something like _Gosh, Wow, (Sense of
>Wonder)_.  It was in the SF section and I saw it on the shelves in the
>early 1980's.  I think it was an anthology of short stories.  I have no
>idea whether it is any good, but I like the title and would like to know
>who the editor (or author if not an anthology) was.

You got the title right. Editor was Forrest J. Ackerman, famous First Fan,
writer, and editor.

Inasmuch as he is portraying what he loved about SF through the ages, I
find the stories quite charming and historically illuminating, although
they're not all to my taste otherwise.

I find his annotations and anecdotes very interesting, too. But then I'm
into such things.

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com   
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Aug 91 12:35:49 GMT
From: dsr@stl.stc.co.uk (D.S.Riches)
Subject: Name this book

I'm trying to remember the name of a book so that I can go and buy it!!  I
picked it up about a year ago for a brief glance and it had the following
beginning to the plot (as I remember) :-

   This guy has just died (or been unconscious) and he wakes up
   to find people peering at him.  The first words they say go
   something like; "Hmm, aren't you a bit small for a hero?"

Any guesses?

Dave Riches
BNR Europe Ltd (formerly STL)
London Road
Harlow, Essex. CM17 9NA.  England
+44 (0)279-429531 x2496
David.S.Riches@stl.stc.co.uk
dsr@stl.stc.co.uk

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:
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                      Frankowski & Randall & Resnick (7 msgs) &
                      Russell & Williams & Reviews & 
                      Footfall (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 14 Aug 91 21:12:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: _Phoenix Guards_

I have just seen _Phoenix Guards_, the latest Brust book in hardback in my
SF bookshop: without spoilers, since I am going to brace myself and wait
for it to come out in paperback, it takes place over one thousand years
before Vlad Taltos time, and seems to be full of action.

A.M.B

------------------------------

Date: 14 Aug 91 21:29:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: Re:  CJ Cherryh

For the poster who was asking earlier about CJ Cherryh's SF books (as
opposed to fantasy):

Try: _Wave without a Shore_
     _Hunter's World_ (I am not sure of the exact title here)
     _Downbelow Station_
     _Merchanter's Luck_
     _Voyager in Night_
     _Port Eternity_
     _Cyteen_
     _Heavy Time_, just out in hardcover
     _Serpent's Reach_
     _Cuckoo's Egg_
     _Hestia_
     _Sunfall_ (short stories collection)
_Downbelow Station_ and _Cyteen_ both won Hugo awards, BTW.
     the Faded Sun trilogy (begins with _Kesrith_)

I personally do not recommend _Brothers of Earth_ and the _Chanur_ books,
but opinions differ.

As for _Cyteen_, some people (among which you can count me) are of the
opinion that it is her best book to date.  But certainly it does not make
too many concessions to the reader (i.e., you have to really follow what is
being said or not, in order to follow the intricacies of the plot).  On the
other hand, most of her books have fairly complex plots, involving emotions
just as complex, but for that reason, are closer to real human motivations.

So if you read SF for entertainment but like stories that speak to your
reasoning and emotional centers both, you will like CJ Cherryh's SF.

A.M.B

------------------------------

Date: 13 Aug 91 23:49:15 GMT
From: rwilkins@gara.une.oz.au (PEGASUS)
Subject: Stephen Donaldson: The Gap Into...

   I am interested to now what people think of Donaldson's new series of
books 'The Gap Into'.
   I have read and enjoyed his other works 'The Chronicles of Thomas
Covenant' (both series) and 'Mordant's Need'.
   Is this new work as good as previous works?
   Is it the same type of work (fantasy) or has he turned more sci-fi?
   Could somebody also give me a vague idea as to the storyline.
      
   Thanks in advance.

Roley Wilkins
University of New England
Armidale N.S.W.
Australia
rwilkins@gara.une.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 14 Aug 91 05:10:04 GMT
From: iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Oh)
Subject: Re: Stephen Donaldson: The Gap Into...

rwilkins@gara.une.oz.au (PEGASUS) writes:
> I am interested to now what people think of Donaldson's new series of
> books 'The Gap Into'.

This new series is definitely SF.  Its style is more like that of
'Mordant's Need' rather than the Covenant series.  That is, there is a lot
of stuff going on that the reader doesn't know, but lots of clues indicate
there's more going on than is obvious.  The first book was an
"introduction" into the setting.  Many people didn't like it.  (I withheld
judgment until the sequel came out) The second one is definitely better,
probably because we can now see where the story is going.

They have a great deal on the hardbacks now, so you might want to pick them
up.  Buy the second one at regular price and get the first for $6.00.  I
think it's definitely worth reading, but I'm a diehard Donaldson fan.  I
have to confess, however, I liked the "afterword" pages the best in the
first book.

Il Hwan Oh
Univ. of Washington, Tacoma
iho@cac.washington.edu     

------------------------------

Date: 14 Aug 91 23:12:53 GMT
From: graham@cs.washington.edu (Stephen Graham)
Subject: Leo Frankowski's _The Cross-Time Engineer_

I've just finished reading Leo Frankowski's _The Cross-Time Engineer_
(Conrad Stargard series). My overall impression was of just another story
of a man traveling back in time who hastens the industrial age to solve
some problem. Do the succeeding volumes of the series improve on the first,
or do they remain about the same?

Stephen Graham
(206) 543-8115
graham@cs.washington.edu
uw-beaver!june!graham

------------------------------

Date: 14 Aug 91 21:32:00 GMT
From: DECNET@crnlgsm.bitnet
Subject: Marta Randall

Years ago, I read Marta Randall's trilogy which was composed of:
   _Journey_
   _Dangerous Games_ (I think)
   _A City in the North_
but since then, I have not seen anything by that author except a couple of
juveniles (_The Sword of Winter_ and all that).  Does anyone know what
happened to her?

A.M.B

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 91 19:46:44 GMT
From: s5000!unislc!kjk@uunet.uu.net (Kirt Krammer)
Subject: Mike Resnick

I'm looking for opinions about Mike Resnick's "The Dark Lady: a Romance of
the Far Future", specifically about what happened in the last couple of
chapters. Why did the Dark Lady smile?  Why won't she appear any more? The
book is a great read, but the abrupt ending left me baffled.  Any
interpretations would be most welcome!

I've immensely enjoyed his other stories set in the "Far Future" universe:
Ivory, Santiago, and Paradise.  Are these well known to anyone out there?
I'm aware of another title, "<something about Unicorns>: a Fable <something
something>" and plan to read it next.  Any comments about it, or
suggestions of other Resnick works to try?  

Kirt Krammer
Unisys Corp, PLS-2
322 N. 2200 W.
Salt Lake City, UT 84084
801-594-5742 
kjk@unislc.uucp

------------------------------

Date: 9 Aug 91 03:34:22 GMT
From: feld@ccu.umanitoba.ca (Michael Feld)
Subject: Re: Mike Resnick

Resnick's _Second Contact_ is quite nice stuff - more a mystery/adventure
novel, really; Resnick the writer is a member of several speciality unions.

In a way, I'm shamefaced about liking the book as well as I do; some years
ago I fought with him on Compuserve, and formed the impression that he was
a nerd.  He isn't.

Michael Feld
Dept. of Philosophy
University of Manitoba
Winnipeg, MB, R3T 2M8
Canada
feld@ccu.umanitoba.ca

------------------------------

Date: 10 Aug 91 13:14:40 GMT
From: pmoloney@unix1.tcd.ie (Paul Moloney)
Subject: Re: Mike Resnick

graham@june.cs.washington.edu (Stephen Graham) writes:
> kjk@unislc.uucp (Kirt Krammer) writes:
>>I've immensely enjoyed his other stories set in the "Far Future"
>>universe: Ivory, Santiago, and Paradise.
>
>I have mixed feelings about Resnick's work. Much of it I've enjoyed,
>particularly Santiago and Tales of the Velvet Comet. However, Stalking the
>Unicorn I loathed.

Well, I thought that was perhaps the best of his books that I've read.  I
hated 'Dark Lady', as I read it after 'Ivory' and they are virtually
identical books (the story that I heard is that Resnick did some research
on the Kilamanjaro elephant, and was interested in doing an historical
novel, but his publishers said 'Uh uh, we want a sci-fi novel.'

Haven't read 'Paradise' or '2nd Contact' yet.

Paul Moloney
Trinity College
Dublin
PMOLONEY%vax1.tcd.ie@pucc.princeton.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 10 Aug 91 15:49:17 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Mike Resnick

I thought Resnick's "Birthright" was quite likely the WORST sf book I've
ever read (and I've read "Galaxy 666" by Pel Torro).  It's hard for me to
believe that the guy who wrote that is capable of writing *anything* worth
reading.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Aug 91 02:42:58 GMT
From: sk2f+@andrew.cmu.edu (Seth D. Kadesh)
Subject: Re: Mike Resnick

kjk@unislc.uucp (Kirt Krammer) writes:
[question about the Dark Lady deleted, because I haven't read it]
> I've immensely enjoyed his other stories set in the "Far Future"
> universe: Ivory, Santiago, and Paradise.  Are these well known to anyone
> out there?  I'm aware of another title, "<something about Unicorns>: a
> Fable <something something>"

Stalking the Unicorn: a Fable of Yesterday (I'm close)

I've liked all of the Resnik books I've read.  I started with
Santiago, and I was very impressed with his style.

> and plan to read it next.  Any comments about it, or suggestions of other
> Resnick works to try?

He's got a new book out, called Second Contact.  Published by TOR.  It's
kind of an sf-mystery, with a '60-ish thriller feel to it.

From the back of the book:
"Commander Wilbur H. Jennings, a career Navy officer in command of the
ship, walked out of his cabin one morning and shot two crew members to
death.  Then he confined himself to his quarters and turned over command of
the Roosevelt to his executive officer, suggesting strongly that the ship
return to base immediately."

[I'm not going to quote the entire back of the book...]
The Navy is going to court-martial Jennings...

"Jennings refuses to plead insanity of any sort.  He maintains that he was
justified in killing the crewmen.  They were not human.  They were alien
spies."

Seth
sk2f@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Aug 91 12:27:44 GMT
From: amd@space.mit.edu (Ann M. Davis)
Subject: Re: Mike Resnick

kjk@unislc.uucp (Kirt Krammer) writes:
> I'm looking for opinions about Mike Resnick's "The Dark Lady: a Romance
> of the Far Future", specifically about what happened in the last couple
> of chapters. Why did the Dark Lady smile?  Why won't she appear any more?
> The book is a great read, but the abrupt ending left me baffled.  Any
> interpretations would be most welcome!

I was just as confused.  I really like Santiago, (and his other novels),
but _The Dark Lady_ just sort of stopped.  Up until the ending it was a
good book.  I've all his novels I've read, Santiago is the best (IMO).
Anyway, I'd be interested in hearing other's opinions on _The Dark Lady_

Ann

------------------------------

Date: 9 Aug 91 15:56:30 GMT
From: graham@june.cs.washington.edu (Stephen Graham)
Subject: Re: Mike Resnick

kjk@unislc.uucp (Kirt Krammer) writes:
[Questions about Resnick's Dark Lady deleted]
>I've immensely enjoyed his other stories set in the "Far Future" universe:
>Ivory, Santiago, and Paradise.  Are these well known to anyone out there?
>I'm aware of another title, "<something about Unicorns>: a Fable
><something something>" and plan to read it next.  Any comments about it,
>or suggestions of other Resnick works to try?

I have mixed feelings about Resnick's work. Much of it I've enjoyed,
particularly Santiago and Tales of the Velvet Comet. However, Stalking the
Unicorn I loathed. Poorly written, derivative of similar fantasy detective
novels, and generally difficult to read. His Tales of the Galactic Midway,
while they had some good stories, pale in comparison to Barry Longyear's
City of Baraboo and Circus World. [It's also interesting to compare them to
Katharine Dunn's Geek Love, though that is a more recent work.] Paradise I
found to be well-written, but far too identifiable as Kenya, though this
may be because I'm a British Imperial and Commonwealth historian.

Resnick usually writes well, but is often too derivative. When I read a
novel clearly derived from history or another author's work, I want to see
the author add something original, not merely retell the story. This is
particularly true in sf. When I read sf, I want the story to reflect sf; I
want to feel that the setting adds something unique to the plot. Otherwise,
why bother?

Resnick is on my list of authors to keep an eye on, but not on the must-buy
list.

Stephen Graham
(206) 543-8115
graham@cs.washington.edu
uw-beaver!june!graham

------------------------------

Date: 12 Aug 91 00:51:51 GMT
From: stk@po.cwru.edu (Shannon T. Kalvar)
Subject: Sean Russell

I was in a bookstore and saw some books that sounded pretty interesting.

A book by Sean Russell, which a friend actually purchased, stinks to high-
heaven like a sequel.  Anyone who knows anything about this, please leave
me mail!

Thanks!

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 91 15:50:43 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Subject: Re: Tad Williams: Memory, Sorrow, and Thorn

ferring@ms.uky.edu (William Ferring) writes:
>I just noticed that the second book of Memory, Sorrow, and Thorn, Stone of
>Farewell, was just released in paperback. Does this actually mean the
>third book in the series may be released soon?

No. Last time I saw him, he was still trying to get the book finished. I
don't know whether he did or not before heading off on his promotional
tours.

In any event, unless DAW squeezes the production schedule, it's unlikely
you'll see book 3 until this time next year (and that'll be hardcover).

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 91 19:48:35 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: Short Takes

Title: The Albino Knife
Author: Steve Perry
Publisher: Ace
Date: July 1991
Format: paperback, US $4.95
Pages: 294
ISBN: 0-441-01391-0

   More in the Matador universe from the author of _The_97th_Step_ and the
best third of _The_Harriers.  Unfortunately, Perry was clearly having an
off day when he wrote this; the action scenes are listless, the characters
lack most of what life they'd acquired in the previous books, and nothing
further is done with the rather crisp and tasty mystical elements relating
to the Brothers of the Shroud.  Give it a miss.

Title: Cat-a-lyst
Author: Alan Dean Foster
Publisher: Ace
Date: July 1991
Format: paperback, US $4.95
Pages: 325
ISBN: 0-441-64661-1

   This is a better book than Foster's previous outing _Cyber_Way_ but not
by much.  As usual, Foster gets real cute; cats as superior aliens,
extraterrestrial invasion by refugee Incas wielding subliminal TV as their
main weapon, and help for poor humanity from giant sentient carrots who
talk like Victorians 'cause they used to hang out with Lewis Carroll.
Unfortunately the result has such visible seams and the noise from turning
plot-gears is so loud that it's hard to enjoy the jokes.  Buy it used,
maybe.

Title: Only Begotten Daughter
Author: James Morrow
Publisher: Ace
Date: July 1991
Format: paperback, US $4.95
Pages: 312
ISBN: 0-441-63041-1

   Other people have different prejudices, but to me a theological novel
that is blurbed "it deserves to be measured against the best in American
literature" has two strikes against it from the start - I'm led to expect a
pompous, pretentious, sprawling, angst-ridden turkey like John Kessel's
_Good_News_From_Outer_Space_.  This novel manages (albeit narrowly) to
avoid that trap, perhaps because the author (unlike Kessel) seems to
genuinely like his characters.  All of them.  Jacob Katz, the mild-mannered
Jewish recluse and bookworm who lives in a lighthouse, makes his living
donating to a sperm bank, and is more than shocked when he discovers he's
the parthogenetic father of a divine daughter.  Julie, the luckless and
otherwise ordinary Girl Next Door who happens to be the daughter of God,
able to walk on water and perform miracles but fairly sure for various
reasons that she should not.  Phoebe, her worldly-wise and
polymorphously-perverse best friend.  Even the Devil - a dedicated
professional extremely distressed by the decay of sin-inducing
Christianity, determined to see Julie sacrificed on a new cross to
guarantee the founding of a religion even more thoroughly wedded to
fanaticism, blood and evil.  Then, too, Morrow's theological speculations
are quirky and original (if not always convincing).  Unlike
_Stranger_In_A_Strange_Land_, this novel has no particular moral subtext,
no prescription for saving the world.  Its central, subtle theme is that we
are *all* in Julie's shoes, trapped divinities grappling with the Problem
of Evil; it is a victory simply to have our own lives against all the odds.
This may seem too pessimistic for some (it is for me) but it's an
improvement on the usual modern "literary" message that even the attempt to
own your own life is futile.  The result isn't a great book, but it is a
good one.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Aug 91 22:30:53 GMT
From: pmoloney@unix1.tcd.ie (Paul Moloney)
Subject: SF Writer Characters in 'Footfall'

I'm not a particular fan of Niven (make that I'm not a fan at all), so I
haven't read "Footfall", but on hearing that the starring cast included a
whole bunch of famous SF writers who we are expected to believe can save
the world, I picked up a copy and flicked through it.

At the beginning, the Dramatis Personae includes a Robert and Virginia
Anson (even I know that's meant to be Heinlein and his wife) but the rest
seems vague - perhaps only the initials have been kept in the name used.
Anyone out there know which other authors are used?

Just curious.

Paul Moloney
Trinity College
Dublin
PMOLONEY%vax1.tcd.ie@pucc.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Aug 91 19:53:37 GMT
From: brooksp@hpcc01.corp.hp.com (Peter Brooks)
Subject: Re: SF Writer Characters in 'Footfall'

The Wade Curtis/Jerry Pournelle connection becomes semi-obvious when you
run into Red Heroin and Red Dragon, two novels that JP wrote (CIA spy
adventures) under the "Wade Curtis" pseudonym.  They were re-released under
Jerry's name a few years ago, after Footfall, I believe.

Pete Brooks

------------------------------
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Date: 12 Aug 91 20:33:39 GMT
From: jbates@maxzilla.encore.com (John Bates)
Subject: Re: Wild Cards IX (some SPOILERS)

Personally, I enjoy the way that the Wild Cards storyline is developing.
Sure, there's a lot of violence, but that's always been true. Sure, the
good guys don't always win, but they win too often, anyway. If the violence
or the graphicness (is there such a word?) bugs you, GET A CLUE! Don't read
the damn books.  

John Bates
jbates@encore.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Aug 91 11:56:38 GMT
From: dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton)
Subject: Re: Wild Cards IX (some SPOILERS)

Sean Eric Fagan writes:
> I am shocked, angry, disgusted, and sickened.

You read all of the other Wild Cards books, and have only just decided that
your senses are battered?

> I bought WCIX today, and, shortly into the book, was accosted with a
> detailed rape scene.  Which was then repeated.

Rape happens. No, rape isn't something that can be condoned, but it occurs.
Stories that include _rape_ aren't that uncommon. Ever read Stephen
Donaldson?

> I can't go to sleep right now, because of the nightmares I'm likely to
> have.

This is laughable.  You *really* read all of the other books in the series,
and you're going to have nightmares over this one?  'Fraid I, for one, have
no sympathy with you.

Murder is commonplace in those stories, Sean.  Cold blooded, detailed and
horrible.  Surely murder is worse than rape?

And what about all of the other overt sex in the books?  It's a shared
world series, featuring 1980's politics and social issues.  Organised crime
features heavily.  I don't see how you can have been so blind to what was
going on previously?

What about the guy who is a pimp? What about the loose morals of our dear
Dr. Tachyon? My goodness, did you realize that his spaceship is a living
thing, and kept confined! We should report the authors to the SPCA! :-)

> I do not purchase books to make me feel sick: if I wanted that, I'd read
> newspapers.

Real life, Sean. You're crying in your cornflakes because someone has
written something about the seamier, horrible side of the world? Time to
grow up a little, eh?

> The writing style, the tone of voice in the books, has been decreasing
> since about book #5 or so.  The last four books have been *depressing*,
> with the "Good" guys losing, and the "bad" guys winning.

Good guys don't always win, Sean.

> That is not what I want when I read a book for pleasure.

Watch The Disney Channel.  I doubt that your sense of moral outrage will
remain unchallenged. You want pap, fine. Censorship is what you're
advocating here, Sean. 'Don't show me things I don't want to see'.

Sheesh. Get a life.

Dac

------------------------------

Date: 12 Aug 91 19:05:05 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Subject: Re: Wild Cards IX (some SPOILERS)

munnari!labtam!eyrie!prolix!dac writes:
>Rape happens. No, rape isn't something that can be condoned, but it
>occurs.

So?  Doesn't mean I want to read detailed examples of it.  Got that?  The
operative word is "detailed."  As in, describing exactly what is happening
from the victim's point of view, both physical and mental.

>Stories that include _rape_ aren't that uncommon. Ever read Stephen
>Donaldson?

Yes.  And LFB did not go into too many details about it, nor did it show
how messed up Lena was until the third book of the series, nor was it
repeated ad naseum.

So what's your point?

>Murder is commonplace in those stories, Sean.  Cold blooded, detailed and
>horrible.  Surely murder is worse than rape?

No, I don't believe so.  Murder is *over*, the victim is *dead*.  (Torture
is something different; I had a similar reaction to a sf/f book that had
detailed descriptions of torture by a sadist, and I posted approximately
the same thing.)  Rape continues.  Most murder victims cannot be murdered
more than once (although, I will admit, this is not necessarily true in the
WC series).

>And what about all of the other overt sex in the books?  

What about it?  Or don't you realize that sex and rape are two different
things?

>Organised crime features heavily.  I don't see how you can have been so
>blind to what was going on previously?

To what?  In the entire series, there were two other similar scenes.  In
WCIII, the Astronomer raped Caroline, and Spector killed her.  It did not
go into details about what was going on, nor did it go into her inner
thoughts and pain.  In WCV (I believe, might have been VI) Mack the Knife
was described as having raped some woman.  That was all.  A description of
her physical condition afterwards, and one throw-away line by him.

As opposed to about 5 pages devoted to the torture that went on in the
victim's mind.

>What about the guy who is a pimp? 

What about Fortunato?  He did not rape anyone, nor did he encourage or
allow it.

Did *you* read the series?

Sean Eric Fagan
sef@kithrup.COM

------------------------------

Date: 12 Aug 91 17:55:47 GMT
From: ssc-vax!howie@beaver.cs.washington.edu
Subject: Re: Wild Cards IX (some SPOILERS)

sef@kithrup.COM (Sean Eric Fagan) writes:
> I am shocked, angry, disgusted, and sickened.
>
> I bought WCIX today, and, shortly into the book, was accosted with a
> detailed rape scene.  Which was then repeated.

Not really.  The first was about a page, and not really all that graphic.
I've read *much* worse.

> I cannot recommend this book.  Not only is there everything I've
> described above, but the book is not complete; neither was the
> predescessor, but it felt more complete than this one did.

First, I would like to thank you for letting me know that WC9 was out; I'd
forgotten it was due out about now.

Second, I truly believe you're vastly over-reacting to the book, and the
scenes in question.  As I said above, the scenes you refer to were
relatively short (2.5 pages of not really that graphic prose out of a 300+
page book), and you neglect the fact that the author of those sections was
Melinda Snodgrass (obviously female), and I feel that because a women wrote
them, they were nowhere near as graphic or shocking as they might have been
if a male, shlock writer had written them (women are *MUCH* more offended
and upset by the topic than you or I are).

Don't get me wrong! I abhor rape and violent crimes as much as the next
person.  I just don't think this book was nearly the waste of paper you
apparently feel it was.

I agree that the WC stories have been getting grimmer in tone the closer
the time-of-action approaches our "now", but I feel they are only a
reflecting the fact that we *live* in a grimmer period these days.  Yes
there are signs of World Peace appearing more and more, but crime is Up,
poverty is Up, etc., and the Whole Purpose of the WC series was to do what
Science Fiction is *supposed* to do: take the real world, change one facet
of it, and reflect on the consequences that change might make.  They took
the world as we know it, added "superhumans" to it, and are looking at some
of the logical consequences of a Real Society to have "aces" and "jokers"
around.  They (the authors) are definitely, to my mind, driving home the
point that these are basically "human beings with extra powers, but still
human beings", with all our foibles, crotchets, sins, goodness, badness,
phobias, manias, and everything that makes up the real world.

I just started reading a series of detective murder-mysteries, and the
author has put in scenes of violence that are written just about the way
the scenes in WC9 which offend you were written, to just about the same
degree of graphicness.  IN this case, the hero has been (1) beaten to a
pulp in one book, (2) literally hanged in another (he survived because of a
rotted tree branch).  These scenes don't bother me anymore than anything
else I've read.  I accept an author's right to put into a story *anything*
which he or she feels is relevant or a logical consequence of where the
plot is going.  I trust most good authors not to indulge in gushes of
ghastly, graphical prose just for its own sake, but rather that they will
put in just enough to make their point and then get on with the story.

As a contrast, I gave up reading the "Thieves' World" books about book #5
or so, 'cause they were not just grim and depressing, but *boring*!  I lost
interest in "grimness for its own sake" which seemed to be the case there.
On the other hand, I've generally enjoyed the WC series, despite its grim
tones lately, because I think they're generally well done.  I'm enjoying
the way the dip in-and-out of our real history, modifying it for the
effects a society with superhumans, aliens, etc., would have.

Sean, I really think you've over-reacted.  If you've decided to stop
reading the books, it's your decision.  No one can or should force you to
read something that makes you uncomfortable or gives you nightmares.  In
fact, if reading a story gives you nightmares, or upsets you to some other
degree, then certainly don't read it or anything like it.  Stay away from
the rest of the WC books, the Thieves' World books, Harlan Ellison's
stories and novels, Stephen King's work, and anything else that presents
scary or uncomfortable images descibed in gory detail (I don't read
"horror" stories for that very reason - they don't entertain me).

But, someday, when you feel you can face them safely, see if you can go
back and re-read those scenes and see if they're really as bad as you've
painted them.  I don't say, absolutely or with *any* authority, that You
are Wrong and I am Right; but I don't think you're being fair, either.

INTERNET: h.modell@ieee.org
UUCP: uw-beaver!bcsaic!ssc-bee!howie

------------------------------

Date: 14 Aug 91 16:20:00 GMT
From: HUMPHRIES@SOC.DECNet (HUMPHRIES)
Subject: Re: Reaction to Latest Wild Cards Book

Re: Sean Fagan's (sef@kithrup.com) Remarks on Wild Cards IX

>An open note to George R.R. Martin (the author): I am not sure I will
>purchase the next book in the series, or any other book in it, after this
>one.  The amount of senselessness and violence in the book alone would be
>enough to turn me off of it, but *rape*?!  Isn't real life evil enough,
>that we don't need to cram the worst parts of it into our recreation time?

The level of narrative violence has been increasing through the series.
However there was an extreme level of virtual violence from the start. Rape
is a horrific crime; so is testing biological weapons on an entire
planetary population; so is serial rape and murder; so is the wholesale
disposession of a minority group. Those last three crimes happen in the
first volume, and those are the only one's I recall. The reader doesn't see
the actual event, just the aftermath. Recall Philip Jose Farmer's
description of the deliquesed usherette in the first Croyd narrative.

What has happened through the series has been the movement of violence on
stage. We never saw the murders which Fortunato tries to solve, but even if
they occur off-stage, that does not make them any less horrific. In the
book, they happened. If rape disturbs the reader enough to turn them off
the series, then they would have stopped reading with the first volume. By
the most recent volume I've read, _Ace In the Hole_, the horrific stuff has
moved directly into the narrative. The climax of _Ace_, Mackie Messer and
Puppetman's confrontation on the floor of the Democratic convention, is a
bloodbath.

Frankly, I'm glad Martin has pushed the carnage on the stage. Narratives
which treat violence off-stage desensitize the reader. Describing murder
and rape in lurid detail certainly turned one reader off, but talking about
it in third person didn't have the same effect.

I'm not claiming that reading a graphic narrative will make the reader rush
out and join Men Stopping Rape or write a letter supporting the Brady Bill.
But what it might make writers do is as Lucius Shepard writes, instead of
slashing the throats of the women with the big chest problems; go after the
throats which really need slashing.

>That is not what I want when I read a book for pleasure.

Exactly, but consider this proposition: reading a narrative which does not
treat graphic violence on-stage might be tantamount to acceptance of the
violence.

The Wild Cards books are a thought experiment which makes the assumption
that there could be mutants, then works through implications of that
assumption in modern society. The thought of a Jeffrey Dalmer as an 'ace'
or 'joker' should disturb the reader.

Bill Humphries
humphrie@macc.wisc.edu

------------------------------

Date: Thu, 8 Aug 91 15:51 EDT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

Title: A Martian Rainbow
Author: Robert Forward
Publisher: Del Rey
Date: June 1991
Format: trade paperback, US $18.00
Pages: 323
ISBN: 0-345-34712-9

   This book marks a bit of a change for Robert Forward.  First, the
adversaries in this book are not just the laws of physics but grubby human
power politics as well.  Secondly, there's a bit more action-adventure
flavor than we've seen before in his books.  Third, there's some evidence
that he's learning how to write - tighter prose and slightly livelier
characters (he's always been good at world design).  Still and all, I
wouldn't recommend this for any but far-gone hard-SF fans like me.

Title: Beauty
Author: Sheri S. Tepper
Publisher: Doubleday
Date: August 1991
Format: tpaperback, US$12.00
Pages: 412
ISBN: 0-385-41940-6

   As usual, Sheri Tepper writes well in this novel, the life of the
half-fairy child Beauty of the 14th century, who carries the hope of Faerie
within her.  Unfortunately, like her True Game books, this one suffers from
a lack of focus.  Is she writing a theological fantasy?  A character study?
A fable about eco-destruction?  A pastiche of the brothers Grimm?  The book
lurches uneasily between several modes, carried by a plot that depends far
too much on contrivance, accidents and stupidity.  The result is a morality
play that doesn't work, because the pivotal choices weren't moral decisions
at all.  And the ending, rather than confronting this issues Tepper has
raised, just seems to evade them - it puts Beauty and beauty to sleep until
some unguessed-at savior sees fit to come calling.  I'm beginning to think
Ms. Tepper should stick to writing entertainments.

Title: Crucible
Author: Robert R. Chase
Publisher: Del Rey
Date: July 1991
Format: paperback, US $4.95
Pages: 182
ISBN: 0-345-36656-5

  In _The_Game_Of_Fox_And_Lion_, the Fox (Niccolo Renard) averted a no-win
war between normal humans and their genetically-enhanced progeny, the
Bestials.  In the uneasy peace that has followed, the converted battlestar
"Crucible" has been sent on an exploration mission with a mixed crew.  The
mission has been betrayed from within by someone who is trying to rekindle
the war, and the Crucible is downed on an alien world with her drives
critically damaged.  Once again, the Fox's wits must bear him through seas
of danger and intrigue to preserve the fragile peace and a joint humanity's
future.  Tasty stuff, recommended.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Aug 91 14:42:50 GMT
From: Bruce.Holloway@f507.n143.z1.fidonet.org (Bruce Holloway)
Subject: Re: Name this book

>   This guy has just died (or been unconscious) and he wakes up
>   to find people peering at him.  The first words they say go
>   something like; "Hmm, aren't you a bit small for a hero?"

Sounds like "Expecting Someone Taller", by Tom Holt, another of those
low-key British light humor fellers. Malcolm Fisher (Our Hero) doesn't die,
he runs over a badger (actually a Jotunheim-Giant in disguise) who gives
him the Ring die Nibelungen (and a Tarnhelm - astound your friends!
confound your enemies!)  before sputtering off to an ignominious end.

Basically, all the characters from Wagner's Ring Cycle in a gigantic family
reunion.

Fisher, here, is a little bit of a nebbish, and the giant was expecting
someone a little more heroic. Something like - well, Siegfried comes to
mind.  Not a short little bespectacled feller with a sister he'll never
live up to and a mother who won't let him forget. Still, he killed (however
unwittingly - no heroic battle, just a bit of bumper-bounce) the owner of
the Ring, so he must take up the business of Ruling The World as best he
can... unless the whole Norse Pantheon (and co.) can stop him.

Bruce Holloway
UUCP: amdahl.com!kennel!507!Bruce.Holloway
INTERNET: Bruce.Holloway@f507.n143.z1.FIDONET.ORG

------------------------------

Date: 13 Aug 91 15:09:24 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: Name this book

>That's _Expecting Someone Taller_ by Tom Holt

Maybe, but a certain amount of massaging the data is needed to make it fit
EST. There is only one person peering at the "badger". The "badger" says "I
was expecting someone taller." There was no hint that the short person was
a hero.

It's worth reading whether or not it's the book DSR had in mind.  TH also
wrote Who's Afraid of Beowolf?". The answer is not Vel-Hilda.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 15 Aug 91 19:28:01 GMT
From: v075mx4d@ubvmsc.cc.buffalo.edu (Rene M Hill)
Subject: Piers Anthony - A question

Now, I know there has been A LOT of things said about Piers Anthony lately,
and I do agree on a lot of counts, so please not too much criticism because
I happen to think some of his books are good, ok?  :)

I liked the first Xanth books (how many are in that series now, anyway?
about 30 or so?) and I recently read the apprentice adept series, 1,2, and
3.  Does anyone recommend any other Piers Anthony books?  What about the
rest of the apprentice adept books?  He's written so much, and so many
people have said negative things about his work, that I don't really want
to go out and buy any more books, unless I know they're good.

Thanks in advance for any help.  :)

Rene'

------------------------------

Date: 15 Aug 91 22:41:18 GMT
From: perkins@tc3.chem.iastate.edu (Leslie S. Perkins)
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony -- A question

I also agree on some points said in criticism of Anthony - but I still
enjoy reading them (just call me an escapist at heart).

As to the question, I would recommend the Incarnations of Immortality
Series.  I especially enjoyed "On A Pale Horse".  I've read all of them and
found the quality not as good at the end ("And, Eternity") but I read them
all just the same.

Leslie S. Perkins
Department of Chemistry
402 Wilhelm Hall
Iowa State University
Ames, IA 50011           
(515)294-9925
perkins@tc4.chem.iastate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Aug 91 18:13:16 GMT
From: craigb@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Subject: Piers Anthony

I have to admit that I liked _Macroscope_ quite a bit, and _On a Pale
Horse_ was nice, too (probably because it was the first of the series).
Piers seems to have a very high "noise-to-signal" ratio, i.e., most of his
stuff sucks really badly, but he's written a few good ones.

And, of course, who could forget his epic _Ghost_? 

Craig Becker
Object Technology Products 
craigb@ausvm1.vnet.ibm.com 

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 91 04:54:35 GMT
From: alangton@suna.mqcc.mq.oz.au (Andrew Langton)
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony - A question

Try the _Incarnations of Immortality_ series.  There're about 6 or 7 of
them (I can't remember exactly how many).  A very good series (IMHO).

Andrew
alangton@suna.mqcc.mq.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 91 04:59:34 GMT
From: dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton)
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony - A question

Rene M Hill writes:
> Now, I know there has been A LOT of things said about Piers Anthony
> lately, and I do agree on a lot of counts, so please not too much
> criticism because I happen to think some of his books are good, ok?  :)

:-). So do I. But recently he has been very disappointing, espescially with
his turgid epilogues.

> I liked the first Xanth books (how many are in that series now, anyway?
> about 30 or so?) and I recently read the apprentice adept series, 1,2,
> and 3.  Does anyone recommend any other Piers Anthony books?  What about
> the rest of the apprentice adept books?

I've read _Out of Phaze_, (the first in the second Adept trilogy) and it
was rubbish.

Good books by Anthony? Omnivore is neat. 

I liked the first three of his _Kirlian Quest_ series.

And his best book, in my opinion, is _On a Pale Horse_.

_Shade of Tree_ (? his 'ghost story') is marginal.

Stay away from _Bio of a Space Tyrant_, unless you like depression piled
upon depression, with sexism on full bore, and tedium on max! :-)

David Andrew Clayton
Canberra, Australia
munnari!labtam!eyrie!prolix!dac
prolix!dac%eyrie@labtam.oz.au
dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au
prolix!dac@sserve.cc.adfa.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 91 08:15:55 GMT
From: tar@math.ksu.edu (Tim Ramsey)
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony - A question

v075mx4d@ubvmsc.cc.buffalo.edu (Rene M Hill) writes:
[ ... ]
>Does anyone recommend any other Piers Anthony books?  What about the rest
>of the apprentice adept books?  He's written so much, and so many people
>have said negative things about his work, that I don't really want to go
>out and buy any more books, unless I know they're good.

"Anthonology" is a collection of short stories by Piers.  Excellent.  A
story in the collection, "On the Uses of Torture", is one of the best
shorts I've read.  It will turn your stomach, but it's good.

I liked "Omnivore".  I haven't read the sequels to it ("Ox" and "Orn, I
believe).  Also, "The Ring" is good.

With his later books, you can count on the first of a series being good,
and the inevitable sequels going down in quality at an exponential rate.
:-(

Tim Ramsey
Department of Mathematics
Kansas State University
Manhattan KS  66506-2602
(913) 532-6750
tar@math.ksu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 91 14:25:01 GMT
From: june@lims03.lerc.nasa.gov (Karyn Lynn)
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony - A question

I also liked the apprentice adept series (books 1,2,3) but the rest of the
series tends to be like the more recent Xanth books.  By that I mean, he
had a good idea in the beginning, but he's beginning to work the concepts
to death.  The other adept books aren't as bad as the later Xanth books,
but they kind of left me flat.  I was really enchanted with the first three
books, they were the reason I started reading Anthony in abundance.  Oh
well.  Other good books by Anthony, IMHO of course, are "Steppe" and The
Incarnations of Immortality series.  I can't get into his science fiction,
but maybe somebody else will post about that.

Hope this helps.

Karyn

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 91 11:36:59 GMT
From: ma87rdt@cc.brunel.ac.uk (Robert D Turner)
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony - A question

Piers Anthony books to read :

_Xanth Books_ - not to be taken seriously, just punderful.

_Bio of a Space Tyrant_ - Interesting social commentary, and philosophy.
Sometimes hard going.

_Incarnations of Immortality_ - Good fun, and an interesting interchange of
magic and science.

Another question - was it Piers Anthony who wrote the _Battle Circle_ books
(_Sos the Rope_, _Var the Stick_ and _Neq the Sword_)? Great escapism
whoever wrote them.

Rob Turner

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 91 16:26:00 GMT
From: s_comeau@unhh.unh.edu (Susan B Comeau)
Subject: RE: Piers Anthony

Yeah, _Battle Circle_ was written by Anthony.

Pretty depressing books IMHO.

Sue
dept. ECE at UNH
s_comeau@unh.unh.edu
sbc@simon.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 91 21:12:22 GMT
From: alan@starconn.com (Alan Deikman)
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony - A question

If you are looking for a real horny book, try "Firefly," which his attempt
to outdo Stephen King.

Alan Deikman

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 91 20:50:00 GMT
From: aw1s+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew David Weiland)
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony - A question

v075mx4d@ubvmsc.cc.buffalo.edu (Rene M Hill) writes:
>I liked the first Xanth books (how many are in that series now, anyway?
>about 30 or so?) and I recently read the apprentice adept series, 1,2, and
>3.  Does anyone recommend any other Piers Anthony books?

Generally your best bet on Piers Anthony is to read the first book of one
of his series.  If you like it read the second book, and so on.  Eventually
the series goes downhill.  The only exception is the Xanth series, which
fluctuated in quality as new ideas were introduced.  Now those books are
back down to the forgettable level.

IMHO, the Apprentice Adept series went completely bankrupt around book 4.
I liked Xanth books I, IV, V, VII, VIII, and IX and read the others to pass
time.  The books in the second series (#10-) are a diverting read but
totally forgettable.

One of the better Anthony serieses is Tarot; a series that doesn't go
downhill, in part because it was originally one book.  

Macroscope is another good story, though it's rather heavy on the technical
detail.  It's probably the most scientifically speculative of all of
Anthony's novels.

I also recommend the second book in the Cluster series, though I can't tell
you about the others (I only bought the book because of the title).
 The Cluster series is different from others in that the books don't
involve the same characters, but are set in the same universe.  

Someday soon I'll read Cthon; bother me and I'll post a review of it.

Andrew D. M. U. Weiland
aw1s@andrew.cmu.edu	

------------------------------

Date: 14 Aug 91 15:22:03 GMT
From: lsuc!canrem!jonathan.forbes@uucp.cs.toronto.edu (Jonathan Forbes)
Subject: David Brin

>I think Eric is mistaken here. Having gone to the same Brin talks he has,
>I remember Brin saying _Sooners_ will focus on the crew of the _Streaker_,
>not the skiff. He claimed, essentially, "I don't really know what to do
>with the guys in the skiff yet."

I *sincerely* hope that he continues with the crew of the Streaker.  I read
Startide Rising first and found it to be an *excellent* book, one of the
best I've read in quite a while.  Then I started to read Sundiver, but it
was far less interesting in comparison.  The Uplift War was quite good,
however, although I still think that Startide Rising was the best of the
three.  Maybe it's because I just like dolphins, I don't know. I liked
all of the characters in Startide Rising a lot more.

Do you happen to know when Sooners will be released?

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 91 05:37:56 GMT
From: djheydt@garnet.berkeley.edu
Subject: Re: David Brin

"Jonathan Forbes" <jonathan.forbes@canrem.uucp> writes:
>Do you happen to know when Sooners will be released?

My information, alas (somebody who knows him sent me mail) is that he
hasn't even _started_writing_ Sooners yet.  He's just been finishing up
some other book, getting married, moving back to California, stuff like
that.  Like you, like everybody else I know, I itch to see Sooners and a
large number of Uplift books finished.  Unfortunately, Dr. Brin doesn't
share our itches.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 91 07:52:59 GMT
From: K42@vm.urz.uni-heidelberg.de (Monika Best)
Subject: Re: Why do we always want sequels? (was: David Brin)

leo@ph.tn.tudelft.nl (Leo Breebaart) writes:
> Still I am afraid that in the third Uplift book Brin *will* make the (to
> me horrible) mistake of tying everything up. Explaining who the
> Progenitors are. Explaining who uplifted Earth. Put everything neatly
> together. Satisfy thousands of readers. God, I hope he won't!

Ifni, I hope he won't! :)

Maybe he would satisfy thousands of readers, but not me... (Hey Zed, are
you reading this?! :) I guess you think so, too!)

I don't think it's _possible_ to tie everything up in the next book (or the
next three books), and I don't believe Brin would do it. There's just too
much to discover in this universe, too many possibilities for stories. And
that's one of the things that make this world so convincing.

I mean, there's not only the open question of who the Progenitors were, and
the Streaker's discovery. He's mentioned so many details that never were
fully explained or explored, like the hydrogen breathers or the machine
civilizations.  Did the humans have patrons, or did we develop intelligence
of our own? If we had patrons, where are they? There are so many open
questions about galactic politics, about the idea of Uplift itself, about
the Library, not to mention 30 races of Eatees, and what will happen to the
gorillas... Well, I could go on for hours, but I think you can see what I
mean. This is not the kind of universe where you could ever say, OK,
everything's explained now, the story's finished. (Just like the real
world...)

What I _think_ (and hope) will happen is that we'll get lots more hints
about all those questions, and probably lots of new questions (and maybe
even an explanation or two), so we can all continue discussing this with
our friends and posting our favourite theories...

Moni

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 91 18:52:21 GMT
From: erich@lighthouse.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider)
Subject: Re: David Brin

Right now he's working on _Stratos_, a book set on a world where the gender
of children is determined by what time of year they are conceived, and
there's a caste system based on gender/birth season.  The main character, a
"summer girl", is a girl born during the summer, who live "outside the
system". (This is all I remember from his last appearance here.) Every time
he's been to Caltech and spoken here than _I_ remember (about 3 times?) he
said he's wanted to write a "radical feminists from hell" book, and I think
this is it.

Brin told us that he likes to write "little books, then Uplift books, then
big serious books" in that order. Thus we had _Uplift War_, and then
_Earth_, and now _Stratos_, so the book after that will be Uplift.

erich@lighthouse.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: Thu, 8 Aug 91 15:54 EDT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

Title: The Shining Ones
Series: Venus Prime
Volume: Book 6
Author: Paul Preuss
Author: Arthur C. Clarke
Publisher: Avon
Date: August 1991
Format: paperback, US$3.95
Pages: 262
ISBN: 0-380-75350-2

   This oddly-constructed series (each novel a short story by Arthur C.
Clarke embedded more or less seamlessly in a novel by Preuss) lurches in
this volume to a mildly disappointing conclusion.  A few of them were lots
of fun, trading on a fizzy mix of space opera and sinister conspiracy
theory.  In this one, Sparta the bionic woman and her lover Blake Redfield
finally confront the super-aliens behind the Knowledge of the sinister
Prophetae of the Free Spirit.  Unfortunately, the narrative viewpoint is
neither of them; rather, we see the aliens, some world-smashing
pyrotechnics, and some rather implausible time-travel paradoxes through the
eyes of a normal human unequipped to understand what's really going on.
The result aims at Stapledonian grandeur but ends up subtly out-of-focus.
Don't bother unless you've read the previous five.

Title: Lunar Justice
Author: Charles Harness
Publisher: Avon
Date: August 1991
Format: paperback, US$4.95
Pages: 180
ISBN: 0-380-76010-X

   Charles Harness has a very weird mind.  In this book, a patent attorney
saves a client from being guillotined on the Moon for high treason, by
psionically blowing up the planet Jupiter.  This sort of thing might be
over-the-top fun, if Harness's world weren't such a tissue of unjustified
absurdities.  To name just one, society shows no signs of having adapted in
any way to the existence of psionic supermen who can induce nuclear
reactions from planetary distances.  Pass on this unless you cultivate a
taste for the bizarre and don't care that the world-design is ludicrous and
the plot utterly contrived.

Title: Specterworld
Author: Isidore Haiblum
Publisher Avon Books
Date: August 1991
Format: paperback, $3.95
Pages: 215
ISBN: 0-380-75858-X

   Isidore Haiblum's writing style is a kind of edgy, gritty surrealism
that works very well with some premises and very poorly with others -
something like a cross between Philip K. Dick and Keith Laumer with a
soupcon of Ron Goulart.  Unfortunately, _Specterworld_ wasn't written on a
good day for him.  The Chandleresque first-person narration is flat and
unconvincing; the plot, in which the boss gumshoe of a robot rent-a-cop
service confronts his evil clones amidst a whirl of alternate universes, is
thin and hard to follow.  Pass on this one.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Aug 91 15:13:00 GMT
From: SFERRELL@pomona.claremont.edu (Deranged and Endangered)
Subject: Re: SF for Children

Hi there!

   Here are some books that I really loved as a kid, and aren't too common:

   _The Dark is Rising Sequence_ by Susan Cooper.  Not really sci-fi, but
they're fantastic.  WARNING: there are five of them; I've read them aloud
to children, and they take awhile.
   The "Green Knowe" books by Lucy M. Boston.  Again, not really sci-fi,
but great books, with neat illustrations done by the author's husband.
   _The Witches of Karres_ by James Schmitz (if I remember correctly).
Despite the title, this IS sci-fi, of the very light variety.  Features
child protagonists as well as adults.  Has enough jokes in it to keep the
adult entertained as well as the child.
   _The Space Cadet_ by Heinlein (?).  Fairly simple read.
   And of course, if you're a Doctor Who fan, there are six zillion novels
that are all fairly short, and most of them are fairly easy to read.  I
managed to get my brother hooked on those and the Three Investigators when
he was going through the "I won't read!" phase.

   Good luck!

Susan :)

------------------------------

Date: 13 Aug 91 09:04:56 GMT
From: ma87rdt@cc.brunel.ac.uk (Robert D Turner)
Subject: Re: SF Books for Little Kids?

What about _Have spacesuit, will travel_ by Heinlein, or another book by
him starring Castor and Pollux Stone and introducing Hazel Stone.

Also the Space Ranger novels of Asimov.

Rob Turner

------------------------------
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                     Simak & Reviews
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Date: 17 Aug 91 08:02:38 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Subject: _The Phoenix Guards_ (no SPOILERS)

I just finished reading TPG, and wanted to post a few words about it before
I went to bed (and hopefully I shan't pick up the writing style of TPG and
bore everyone to death 8-)).

First observation: I liked it.  The style was a bit difficult to read at
times, but that was also part of the reason I liked it (the style, that
is).  It read very much like Dumas did (well, in English; Dumas, je l'ai
lit en francais seulement).

Second observation: it overlaps, towards the end, with the beginning of
_Brokedown Palace_.

Third observation:  I think the timeline is blown to hell 8-).

Once again, I recommend this book very much to Brust fans, as well as
recommending it in general to others.

Sean Eric Fagan
sef@kithrup.COM

------------------------------

Date: 14 Aug 91 22:17:21 GMT
From: vnend@phoenix.princeton.edu (D. W. James)
Subject: Re: Cherryh

gmartin@zia.aoc.nrao.edu (George Martin) writes:
>whheydt@PacBell.COM (Wilson Heydt) writes:
>>C.J. Cherryh, on the other hand, has explicitly stated that *all* of her
>>works are set in the same universe.  She just hasn't revealed all the
>>connections.
>  
>Just how did she say this?  Did you hear her say it?  How does _The
>Paladan_ connect to _Chanur's Home-Coming_?  (And yes I know that there
>were three published books with Pyanfar Chanur prior to the one I
>mentioned, the first a stand-alone, and the next two making one novel with
>Home-Coming.)  I can't find the books at this posting, but how about the
>two connected novels based on Celtic mythology and the two based on
>Russian mythology.

   I don't know if Hal has heard her say it, but I have.  Fantasy Fair,
June '82, in Dallas (at least, I *think* that was the con.  One of them
they held at the Dunfey Dallas before it was torn down.)  I understand that
she has said it at least once or twice since then too.

   She hasn't said what all the connections are though.  And that
significantly predates "Chernavog" and "Ruskala"(sp?), so she may have
changed her mind.
 
vnend@princeton.edu
vnend@pucc.bitnet
{backbone}!princeton!nudity!vnend        

------------------------------

Date: 15 Aug 91 04:10:05 GMT
From: rob@guinness.eng.ohio-state.edu (Rob Carriere)
Subject: Re:  CJ Cherryh

DECNET@crnlgsm.BITNET writes:
>For the poster who was asking earlier about CJ Cherryh's SF books (as
[...]
>        _Hunter's World_ (I am not sure of the exact title here)

That's _Hunter_of_Worlds_

SR

------------------------------

Date: 15 Aug 91 17:20:49 GMT
From: HEROY%LSUVM@ricevm1.rice.edu (Paul Heroy)
Subject: Glen Cook

Here's another update for GC fans as to his plans for the short-term
future.  (These are second-hand, which is better than I usually get - the
SF buyer at the local bookstore talked directly to Cook.)

Dread Empire - He has plans to write another couple of DE books over the
next year or two. I'm still not sure of the order in which TOR is
republishing the older books, however. For some reason, probably a commie
plot (or maybe an Iraqi plot, since the commies are turning into good guys
all over ;-) ), this bookstore still doesn't have a subscription to Locus,
so couldn't give me any info on publishing plans.

Black Company - After throwing away 3 starts, he's apparently just tired of
this series, so nothing will be forthcoming for quite some time.

Garret PI - Red Iron Nights is available Real Soon Now, don't know anything
else.

I think that TOR also has _The_Dragon_Never_Sleeps_ scheduled for
reprinting.  I've heard good things about it, and could kill myself for not
picking it up when it was on the shelves last year. Anyone out there with a
Locus subscription care to look at the last schedule and enlighten us?
Also, if someone could post the address for Locus with respect to
subscribing, I'd appreciate that.

Paul Heroy
HEROY@LSUVM
heroy@lsuvm.sncc.lsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Aug 91 06:33:00 GMT
From: loos@frodo.mgh.harvard.edu (William D.B. Loos)
Subject: R. Crumb on P.K. Dick -- Summary

    Awhile ago I requested information about a rumored comic strip by R.
Crumb about Phillip K. Dick.  It turns out that it does exist.  It was not
an entire comic book but rather an 8 page story in issue No. 17 of Weirdo,
published by Last Gasp.  The piece was titled "The Religious Experience of
Philip K. Dick".

Thanks are due to those who responded with information:

   MATMNB@lure.latrobe.edu.au
   frantz@endor.cs.psu.edu (Glenn R Frantz)
   dfl@panix.com (Danny O'Bedlam)
   JFSENIOR@vax1.tcd.ie (John Senior)
   darryl@ign.island.com (Darryl Trujillo)
   c60hsw1@mvs.cso.niu.edu (H. Stephen Wright)

frantz@endor.cs.psu.edu (Glenn R Frantz) notes:

    Most of the text was taken from "Philip K. Dick: The Last Testament"
  (interviews with PKD) by Gregg Rickman.

dfl@panix.com (Danny O'Bedlam) opines:

  ... actually it was not about 'the life of pkd.  ... [it] was based on
  the true story from which both VALIS and Radio Free Albemuth are based.
  The story was also related in Gregg Rickman's Interview series PKD In his
  own words or whatever it was called, I think the 2nd volume.  This is one
  of Crumb's best pieces (I think) that ever appeared in Weirdo, indicative
  of his more evolved art that he used in the mid 80s.  The art he's done
  in HUP comix for example is more like the art he drew in the late 60s.

c60hsw1@mvs.cso.niu.edu (H. Stephen Wright) adds:

    The R. Crumb PKD comic was in issue #17 of WEIRDO, published
  approximately in 1986 ... The first page of the PKD story was reproduced
  in the Philip K.  Dick Society Newsletter no. 12, October 1986.  An
  accompanying article gave these instructions for ordering a copy: send
  $2.50 plus $1.50 postage and handling to Last Gasp Eco-Funnies, 2180
  Bryant St., San Francisco CA 94110; ask for Weirdo #17.  Of course, the
  address and price may no longer be valid.

William D.B. Loos
loos@frodo.mgh.harvard.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Aug 91 15:37:11 GMT
From: craigb@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Subject: Re: Leo Frankowski's _The Cross-Time Engineer_

graham@cs.washington.edu (Stephen Graham) writes:
> I've just finished reading Leo Frankowski's _The Cross-Time Engineer_
> (Conrad Stargard series). My overall impression was of just another story
> of a man traveling back in time who hastens the industrial age to solve
> some problem. Do the succeeding volumes of the series improve on the
> first, or do they remain about the same?

This is just my opinion, but I'd say they go downhill...especially the 4th
book, which was really awful and a big letdown besides. (Someone told me
that they thought there was a 5th book in the series. Can anyone verify?)

On the bright side, since I've always been a Twain fanatic and _Connecticut
Yankee_ has always been one of my favorite books, I thought they were
fairly fun - imagine Twain with an engineering degree and no sense of
humor.

In general, I've found Frankowski to be, ultimately, a disappointing
author.

Craig Becker
Object Technology Products
craigb@ausvm1.vnet.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Aug 91 19:46:14 GMT
From: brown@ncoast.org (Stan Brown)
Subject: Re: Leo Frankowski's _The Cross-Time Engineer_

graham@cs.washington.edu (Stephen Graham) writes:
>I've just finished reading Leo Frankowski's _The Cross-Time Engineer_
>(Conrad Stargard series). My overall impression was of just another story
>of a man traveling back in time who hastens the industrial age to solve
>some problem. Do the succeeding volumes of the series improve on the
>first, or do they remain about the same?

Neither; they get worse.  I thought Cross-Time Engineer was a good light
read, and the second one (can't remember its name) almost as good, then the
next two became tedious.

Your opinion may differ; I suggest checking them out of the library before
deciding whether to buy them.

Stan Brown
Oak Road Systems
Cleveland, Ohio, USA
+1 216 371 0043
brown@ncoast.org
ap285@cleveland.freenet.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 91 20:20:19 GMT
From: aw1s+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew David Weiland)
Subject: Re: Leo Frankowski's _The Cross-Time Engineer_

craigb@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker) writes, concerning the series:
>This is just my opinion, but I'd say they go downhill...especially the 4th
>book, which was really awful and a big letdown besides. (Someone told me
>that they thought there was a 5th book in the series. Can anyone verify?)

I'd agree with Craig's impression.  There's a lot more Frankowski politics
and philosophy in the last two books.

There is indeed a fifth book.  It covers the aftermath of the invasion, and
the final resolution of the time corps dilemna (including what happened to
the Olduval Agents).  It has all of the problems of the rest of the series,
but it does resolve the serious dangling plotlines at the end of book four.
Fans of the series should be pleased; the final series really needed five
books.

The book is called "Lord Conrad's Lady", so called for about one third of
the story is written from Countess Francine's point of view.

Andrew D. M. U. Weiland
aw1s@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Aug 91 15:43:20 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Re: Stilyagi

Andrew David Weiland wrote:
> Does anyone know the derivation of this term, first used by Robert A.
> Heinlein in "The Moon is a Harsh Mistress"?  Did Heinlein just make it
> up, or is it derived from Russian, like several terms from his Luna
> dialect.

I once ran across it in a historical context.  It's actually Hungarian, and
seems to have originally meant something very much like English slang
"bohemian".  I'm not sure of the other connotations; one of them,
interestingly, may have been gayness.

Eric S. Raymond
eric@snark.thyrsus.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Aug 91 08:35:23 GMT
From: ma87rdt@cc.brunel.ac.uk (Robert D Turner)
Subject: Re: Stilyagi

aw1s+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew David Weiland) writes:
>Does anyone know the derivation of this term, first used by Robert A.
>Heinlein in "The Moon is a Harsh Mistress"?  Did Heinlein just make it up,
>or is it derived from Russian, like several terms from his Luna dialect.

I thought that it was another acronym, similar to TANSTAAFL.

Anyone got any ideas ?

------------------------------

Date: 15 Aug 91 17:01:45 GMT
From: ecl@cbnewsj.cb.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper)
Subject: Simak Help Needed

I figure *someone* must be able to help me on this:

We bought two Simak novellas in Bulgaria.  Unfortunately, they're in
Bulgarian.  I'm trying to figure out what they are.  All I can determine
is:

One has a character named David Latimer mentioned in the first sentence,
and who also in the penultimate paragraph says "Thank you."

The other somewhere about the fourth page has the legend "GALACTIC TRADING
COMPANY" centered on a line in large letters, and seems to have characters
named Don Mackenzie and Melody Boyd,

Okay, so it's not much.  I tried flipping through all my Simak collections,
but to no avail.  There is no copyright information in the Latin alphabet
in this book.  Do these ring a bell?

(And when this is done, I may end up asking about the stories in the
Bulgarian magazine we got. :-) )

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: Thu, 15 Aug 91 14:06 EDT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

Title: Surfing Samurai Robots
Author: Mel Gilden
Publisher: Roc
Date: August 1991
Format: paperback, US$4.50
Pages: 252
ISBN: 0-451-45100-7

  If you've ever asked yourself what would happen if an alien fixated on
the old "Phillip Marlowe" radio shows waded ashore at Malibu determined to
pursue a career as a private eye, this book is for you.  Zoot, fleeing
boredom and the family business on dull old planet T'toom, stumbles
straight into the middle of a bunch of whacked-out surfer dudes who, sure
enough, hand him a mystery; someone has beaten up their surfing 'bots!  The
subsequent plot is slight, but never mind; the fun in this book is Gilden's
send-ups of film-noir cliche, and the various characters of types likeable,
silly and menacing that Zoot caroms off as he adjusts to the bizarre
complexities of Earth life.  And yes, there will be a sequel.

Title: A World Lost
Author: James B. Johnson
Publisher: DAW
Date: August 1991
Format: paperback, US$4.50
Pages: 316
ISBN: 0-88677-498-5

  Rusty Wallace is one of the last spacers, an individualist anomaly in a
galactic society knitted together by the matter transmitters of PlexNet.
Somebody has vanished his homeworld - removed the entire solar system,
lock, stock and asteroids.  Now he's got a fragment of a Mayday message,
powerful enemies, and just a hundred days to find his planet.  This book
gives us a new twist on the running-man plot; it's played for laughs,
gently.  A fun read-once.

Title: Grounded!
Author: Chris Claremont
Publisher: Ace
Date: August 1991
Format: paperback, US$4.95
Pages: 323
ISBN: 0-441-30416-8

   This sequel to Claremont's comic-book style space-opera _First_Flight_
unfortunately lacks most of the action and energy that made the first book
such fun trash.  Nicole Shea, the secret hero of Earth's first contact with
the alien Halyan't'a, has been grounded by a medical board convinced that
she has yet to recover psychologically from her ordeals.  Assigned to
liaison duty with a Halyan't'a delegation, she finds herself caught up in
the intrigues surrounding the powerful Cobri family - which may be
connected with the Wolfpack pirates who'd once almost destroyed her.  But
perhaps the greatest threat to her future is her own growing doubts about
her confidence.  It's understandable that Claremont is trying to add some
psychological depth to what he obviously intends to be a continuing
character.  Unfortunately, he isn't very good at it yet; the result is a
lot of well-intentioned stumbling around that has neither the coherence of
a real character study nor the snazzy production values of another
lasers'n'leather space shoot-em-up.  There's some nice investigation of the
promises and perils attached to "virtual reality" technology, though.
Overall, I'd say this is just barely worth reading if you liked
_First_Flight_, in hopes that the inevitable sequel will return to
action-adventure form.

------------------------------

Date: Thu, 15 Aug 91 14:04 EDT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

Title: The High Crusade
Author: Poul Anderson
Publisher: Baen Books
Date: August 1991
Format: paperback, US$3.95
Pages: 181
ISBN: 0-671-72024-0

   This reissue of a minor classic from 1960 by Poul Anderson wears its age
pretty well.  Hostile aliens land in medieval England expecting an easy
conquest and are promptly shot full of crossbow bolts.  Sir Roger de
Tourneville and his knights and, indeed, the whole town of Ansby board the
ship, thinking to liberate Jerusalem *this year*.  But the alien prisoner
they've forced to pilot tricks them, and they are lost in a big galaxy.
How will Earthly steel fare against alien technology?  Read and see.  Silly
but fun, and a must for every collector's library.

Title: ME
Author: Thomas T. Thomas
Publisher: Baen Books
Date: August 1991
Format: paperback, US$4.95
Pages: 341
ISBN: 0-671-72073-X

  I'm badly handicapped in reviewing near-future AI-program-comes-to-life
stories, because I have the background to spot gaping holes where less
knowledgeable readers would see only plausible segues.  So all I'll say
about this one is that it's an improvement on the last major example of the
type, Marc Stiegler and Joseph Delaney's _Valentina_.  If you're up for
lots of fanciful descriptions of a self-aware program exploring and
occasionally fighting its way through the world's networks, you'll enjoy
this book.

Title: A Bad Spell in Yurt
Author: C. Dale Brittain
Publisher: Baen Books
Date: August 1991
Format: paperback, $4.95
Pages: 314
ISBN: 0-671-72075-9

   This light, slight, but amusing fantasy pits a wizard just out of
thaumaturgical school against demonic influences gathering in the idyllic
little Kingdom of Yurt.  Unfortunately, Daimbert spent most of his college
years partying hearty and, though a nice guy, is a little shaky on actual
spellcasting.  Fortunately, he's a resourceful sort, and manages to make
things come right in the end.  This is strictly low-calorie mind candy,
suitable for the beach.

Title: Sauron Dominion
Series: War World
Volume: Book III
Editor: Jerry Pournelle
Editor: John F. Carr
Publisher: Baen
Date: August 1991
Format: paperback, US$4.95
Pages: 356
ISBN: 0-671-72072-4

   More generic military/adventure fiction by the usual suspects.  No
surprise that the best writing is by S. M. Stirling, Harry Turtledove, and
Susan Shwartz.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Anderson & Dean & Gilden (2 msgs) &
                        Niven (5 msgs) & Steele (6 msgs) &
                        Reviews

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 91 03:19:31 GMT
From: dant@logos.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Re: Poul Anderson

eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond) writes:
about _The High Crusade_ by Poul Anderson
>   This reissue of a minor classic from 1960 by Poul Anderson wears its
>age pretty well.

It's nice to see they're reissueing the good stuff.  Those who really like
it may be interested to know that Anderson has also written a short story
in the same universe.  It's collected in _Space Folk_, but I've forgotten
the title.

Dan Tilque
dant@logos.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 15 Aug 91 21:33:00 GMT
From: CORMACBW@snycenva.bitnet (BARBARA CORMACK)
Subject: Tam Lin by Pamela Dean

I recently read this novel, which was highly recommended to me by Ellen
Kushner.  It's one of the Fairy Tales series edited by Terri Windling,
novels which are retellings of fairy tales.  It supposedly is based on the
Tam Lin ballad, notably as performed by Fairport Convention.  The novel was
an enjoyable read, but seemed mostly to be about being in college, with the
ballad connection worked in at the very end of the story.  I was a little
disappointed in it, especially after the recommendation.  Anyone out there
read it, or have any opinions?

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 91 02:59:57 GMT
From: dant@logos.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Re: Surfing Samurai Robots

eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond) writes:
>Title: Surfing Samurai Robots
>Author: Mel Gilden
>
>The subsequent plot is slight, but never mind; the fun in this book is
>Gilden's send-ups of film-noir cliche, and the various characters of types
>likeable, silly and menacing that Zoot caroms off as he adjusts to the
>bizarre complexities of Earth life.  And yes, there will be a sequel.

I believe I've seen at least two books in this series in the bookstore.  I
looked at one of them and was tempted to buy it, but the $4.50 was a bit
much.  I didn't think it was very funny (the chapter or so that I read in
the store wasn't funny, I mean), but that may be because I'm not much of a
movie fan.

Dan Tilque
dant@logos.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 17 Aug 91 06:55:13 GMT
From: xanthian@zorch.sf-bay.org (Kent Paul Dolan)
Subject: Mel Gilden's _Hawaii UFO Aliens_

dant@logos.WR.TEK.COM (Dan Tilque) writes:
> eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond) writes:
>> Title: Surfing Samurai Robots
>> Author: Mel Gilden
>
>> The subsequent plot is slight, but never mind; the fun in this book is
>> Gilden's send-ups of film-noir cliche, and the various characters of
>> types likeable, silly and menacing that Zoot caroms off as he adjusts to
>> the bizarre complexities of Earth life. And yes, there will be a sequel.

Yes, there is, see below.

> I believe I've seen at least two books in this series in the bookstore. I
> looked at one of them and was tempted to buy it, but the $4.50 was a bit
> much. I didn't think it was very funny (the chapter or so that I read in
> the store wasn't funny, I mean), but that may be because I'm not much of
> a movie fan.

Well, I think of the book as a send up of detective novels, since I don't
do film noir, and the sequel looks much the same.

Haven't read the sequel yet, but since you both mentioned it and neither
identified it, I thought I'd go dig it out of the inbasket (350 novels and
growing) and see how it looked. I read a little of the startup stuff.

Same basic plot - short, detective thriller besotted alien with immense
schnoz, from a planet where a dry day drips, bumbles around
misunderstanding Earth customs and trying to emulate his hero, Phillip
Marlowe's, snappy patter and clever detecting, solving a real mystery.
Doesn't help our hero has fallen in with a bunch of brain burned beach bums
who spend their days piloting their wireless controlled surfing robots, and
their nights trying to score a drug sale to finance the next day's fun, but
keep getting mixed up with Bad Dudes.

These are definitely mind candy, and pretty well done mind candy -
recommended to relieve depression or to pass a rainy day.

    Mel Gilden, _Hawaiian UFO Aliens_, ROC Science
    Fiction, ISBN 0-451-45075-2, US$3.99, 272pp,
    cover art by David Dorman.

That's quite a bit of print for four bucks in today's market. Let's hope it
foreshadows a downpricing trend.

Moved to the "read next" stack, right after I finish _A Bad Spell in Yurt_,
which is pretty good, so far.

Kent
xanthian@Zorch.SF-Bay.ORG
xanthian@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 91 03:14:55 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Man-Kzin Wars IV

I was in the bookstore the other day and saw that _Man-Kzin Wars IV_ is
out.  Also saw _N-Space_ is now out in paperback...

Dave Schaumann
dave@cs.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 91 14:03:33 GMT
From: mattel@auto-trol.com (Matt Telles)
Subject: Re: Man-Kzin Wars IV

dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann) writes:
>I was in the bookstore the other day and saw that _Man-Kzin Wars IV_ is
>out.  Also saw _N-Space_ is now out in paperback...

About N-Space...  Is it worth buying?  What's in it that I don't already
have?  (Yes, I have everything he has put out to date including Fallen
Angels ..  I don't want to hear it.)

Anything else out in the "hard" SF world currently?  Anyone willing to
recommend something?

Matt Telles
Auto-trol Technology
12500 N Washington 
Denver, CO 80241-2404
(303)252-2874
mattel@auto-trol.COM
{...}ncar!ico!auto-trol!mattel

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 91 22:34:30 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Re: Man-Kzin Wars IV

mattel@auto-trol (Matt Telles) writes:
>About N-Space...  Is it worth buying?  What's in it that I don't already
>have?  (Yes, I have everything he has put out to date including Fallen
>Angels ..  I don't want to hear it.)

I don't think there's anything in _N-Space_ that can't be found elsewhere.
My best suggestion would be to look through the table of contents the next
time you're at the book store to find out if there's anything you don't
have.

BTW, MKW 4 contains 2 stories: "The Survivor" by Donald Kingsbury, and "The
Man Who Would Be Kzin" by Greg Bear & S. M. Stirling.  I've read the first
few pages of "The Survivor", and so far it looks interesting.

Dave Schaumann
dave@cs.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Aug 91 00:11:50 GMT
From: matt@physics.berkeley.edu (Matt Austern)
Subject: Re: Man-Kzin Wars IV

dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann) writes:
> I don't think there's anything in _N-Space_ that can't be found
> elsewhere.  My best suggestion would be to look through the table of
> contents the next time you're at the book store to find out if there's
> anything you don't have.

Except for "Down in Flames," which has not been published elsewhere.  (Even
"Down in Flames" is available unofficially, though.  It's been circulated
around the Net for some years, apparently with Niven's permission.)

Matt Austern
(415) 644-2618
matt@physics.berkeley.edu
austern@lbl.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 91 23:45:07 GMT
From: cbbrowne@csi.uottawa.ca (Christopher Browne)
Subject: Re: Man-Kzin Wars IV

mattel@auto-trol.com (Matt Telles) writes:
>About N-Space...  Is it worth buying?  What's in it that I don't already
>have?  (Yes, I have everything he has put out to date including Fallen
>Angels ..  I don't want to hear it.)

YES.  It is worth buying.  It contains many things that you probably have,
including excerpts from various and sundry novels, which are really
worthless if you actually have the WHOLE book.  (Why read 2 chapters of
Ringworld?)

It has (I think!) a chapter or two that were cut from Mote in God's Eye,
that may be difficult to find anywhere else.

It has MANY short stories, including such gems as the one about the Monk,
chocolate-covered manhole covers (What can you say about chocolate-covered
manhole covers?), the one about the (Numbering?) Fifth Profession.  Most
have been presented in various collections.

A little harder to find may be the infamous "Man of Steel, Woman of
Kleenex" essay on Superman, with a discussion of some of the history around
the essay (Including why OMNI decided NOT to publish it even though they
LOVED it...).

On the obscure side is a section with many pages of Niven's Laws, and some
cartoons on Rishathra...

It also has a pretty full list of EVERYTHING Niven has ever written so that
you may be able to verify how good YOUR collection is!

In hardcover, it's for the person (like me!) who hasn't been able to find
much of the older stuff.

In softcover, it's a not-too-expensive combination that most likely has
SOME material you don't already have.

Christopher Browne
University of Ottawa
cbbrowne@csi.uottawa.ca

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 91 13:02:30 GMT
From: craigb@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Subject: Allan Steele

Just because I'm feeling ornery today, I'd like to go on record as saying
that I enjoyed Steele's _Orbital Decay_ and _Clarke County, Space_ quite a
bit, and I don't understand why it seems to be Politically Correct in this
newsgroup to trash these books.

"Flames cheerfully ignored"


Craig Becker
Object Technology Products
craigb@ausvm1.vnet.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 91 15:28:00 GMT
From: jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Re: Allan Steele

craigb@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker) writes:
> Just because I'm feeling ornery today, I'd like to go on record as saying
> that I enjoyed Steele's _Orbital Decay_ and _Clarke County, Space_ quite
> a bit, and I don't understand why it seems to be Politically Correct in
> this newsgroup to trash these books.

"Politically correct"?  I'm not sure what you're using the phrase to mean
here. Nobody has complained about the books for any dogmatic reasons.

I can't comment on the second since I haven't read it, but my feelings on
the first have nothing to do with PC. I found Orbital Decay to be fun but
dispointing. A book in which you can tell the good guys because they listen
to the Grateful Dead and smoke dope certainly can't be praised for depth of
character.

Jim Mann
Stratus Computer
jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com 

------------------------------

Date: 9 Aug 91 23:15:50 GMT
From: hsv3!mvp@vicom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Subject: Re: Allan Steele

jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com writes:
>craigb@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker) writes:
>> ... I enjoyed Steele's _Orbital Decay_ and _Clarke County, Space_ quite
>> a bit, and I don't understand why it seems to be Politically Correct in
>> this newsgroup to trash these books.
>
>I found Orbital Decay to be fun but dispointing. A book in which you can
>tell the good guys because they listen to the Grateful Dead and smoke dope
>certainly can't be praised for depth of character.

I enjoyed _Orbital Decay_ too, but I did have a problem with it, which I
think Jim has put his finger on - Dope-smoking on a space station just
bothers me a bit.  To be fair, when it got to be a real safety hazard
(stoned people doing stoned sorts of things around spacecraft and life
support) it also bothered the guy who brought the dope on board, and he got
rid of it.

Maybe I just didn't get part of it, because I've never smoked dope, and am
not a Deadhead (though the GD songs I've heard are nice enough songs.)

If anything, the book had tinges of "Political Correctness", in that Of
Course, the CIA is involved in all kinds of nefarious conspiracies to
abolish all our civil rights.  Fortunately, only a tinge; this did not
overwhelm the story.

I have _Clarke County, Space_, but I haven't read it yet.  It's on my "to
read" pile, most of which is still packed in a box somewhere.  I liked OD
well enough that I'm going to read Steele's next few books at least, and
see where he goes.

Mike Van Pelt
Headland Technology/Video 7
...ames!vsi1!hsv3!mvp      
mvp@hsv3.lsil.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Aug 91 15:41:55 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Allan Steele

mvp@hsv3.UUCP (Mike Van Pelt) sez:
>jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com writes:
>>I found Orbital Decay to be fun but dispointing. A book in which you can
>>tell the good guys because they listen to the Grateful Dead and smoke
>>dope certainly can't be praised for depth of character.
>
>I enjoyed _Orbital Decay_ too, but I did have a problem with it, which I
>think Jim has put his finger on - Dope-smoking on a space station just
>bothers me a bit.

That doesn't strike me as Jim's point.  Whether or not dope-smoking is
good, the point is that using it to make the characters seem funky and
lovable is a shortcut, and a poor substitute for real characterization.
Sort of like telegraphing that a character is evil by having him wear
swastikas or a Darth Vader mask, or torture kittens or something.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 91 18:35:52 GMT
From: mhaynes@bluemoon.rn.com (Michael Haynes)
Subject: Re: Allan Steele

craigb@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker) writes:
> Just because I'm feeling ornery today, I'd like to go on record as saying
> that I enjoyed Steele's _Orbital Decay_ and _Clarke County, Space_ quite
> a bit, and I don't understand why it seems to be Politically Correct in
> this newsgroup to trash these books.

I haven't read either of those two books, so I can't comment much on their
quality, BUT I must say that if reading his books is anything like
listening to him talk in person then I have to read them soon.  As I
mentioned in my review of Rivercon, he left a very strong impression on me
when I saw him there as one of the most personable people I had met at
conventions.  (And a lot of the folks there are personable.)  Though I
didn't really have a chance to speak with him face-to-face, I do know from
talking to others about him that he apparently is fairly easy to talk to.
I'm hoping to have a chance to verify this for myself sometime.
 
He's going to be Guest of Honor at Contact which is in Indiana, I believe
in September.  If anyone has any interest in this, just let me know and
I'll dig up the info.
 
mhaynes@bluemoon.uucp 

------------------------------

Date: 11 Aug 91 07:42:37 GMT
From: dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton)
Subject: Re: Allan Steele

Craig Becker writes:
> Just because I'm feeling ornery today, I'd like to go on record as saying
> that I enjoyed Steele's _Orbital Decay_ and _Clarke County, Space_ quite
> a bit, and I don't understand why it seems to be Politically Correct in
> this newsgroup to trash these books.

Is this another one of those 'Hey, I like Piers Anthony books' taunts, put
in here to stir people up?

Having read both of the books in question, let me ask you some questions
about them;

(Orbital Decay)

1) What is so good about the Grateful Dead that would cause 99.9% of
Steeles' spacer crew to think it was 'hot shit'.

2) Why does Steele have the arithmetic skills of a brick?

3) What possible excuse is there for publishing such a trashy novel?

(Clarke County, Space)

1) Why would the young guy not know what the old guy knew?

2) How can you suspend your disbelief about a religion based upon Elvis
Presley?

3) Explain what the ending had to do with ANYTHING at all - it was a
cop-out.

Dac

------------------------------

Date: 15 Aug 91 18:08:38 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

Title: The Pixilated Princess
Author: L. Sprague DeCamp
Author: Catherine Crook DeCamp
Publisher: Del Rey
Date: August 1991
Format: clothbound, US$17.00
Pages: 208
ISBN: 0-345-36732-4

The deCamps deliver yet another example of their trademark brand of light,
humorous fantasy.  This one (set in the world of _The_Incorporated Knight_,
but with different characters) concerns the adventures of Thorolf
Zigramson, a would-be academic doing a hitch in the army of Rhaetia, after
he makes the acquaintance of the proud Countess Yvette in a manner that
leaves him in little doubt of her uncommon beauty.  He falls in love with
her, of course; but what follows sends up all the cliches of heroic fantasy
and romance and scatters them in confusion.  The gentle, bawdy wit of
_The_Honorable_ Barbarian_ is in full evidence here.  Enjoy!

Title: Way of the Clans
Series: Legend of the Jade Phoenix
Volume: Volume 1
Author: Robert Thurston
Publisher: ROC
Date: August 1991
Format: paperback, US$4.50
Pages: 260
ISBN: 0-451-45101-5

Yet another Battletech(tm) book.  Looks like they're starting a new series
with this one; a standard coming-of-age tale that wears its debt to
half-a-dozen other pieces of generic military fiction rather obviously.
Oh, well, it's at least competent hackery.  Seems primarily to be a sort of
book-length establishing shot for the further adventures of Aidan the
warleader.  Battletech fans will enjoy; everyone else can ignore.

CORRECTION:
   Due to a slight collision in my hash tables, I recently mis-identified
_Fallen_Angels_ as a Hugo nominee.  The book I had in mind was _Queen_Of_
Angels_ by Greg Bear.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		 Books - Kurtz (5 msgs) & Vance (4 msgs) &
                         Review

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 14 Aug 91 16:45:40 GMT
From: randi@sporty.col.oh.us (Randi Pollard)
Subject: Kurtz

I am in the process of re-reading the St. Camber series by K. Kurtz and am
once again amazed by her writing.  I find them very detailed in their
dealing with The Churc, The Royal Heirarchy, and Ruitual(sp) Magic.  I
wonder where she got her background?  Maybe she is Deryni herself ;-{)
Anyone else read these?

Randi Pollard
Columbus, OH
sporty!randi@ursa-major.spdcc.com
randi@sporty.uucp
randi@sporty.col.oh.us

------------------------------

Date: 15 Aug 91 16:39:22 GMT
From: parr@acs.ucalgary.ca (Charles Parr)
Subject: Re: Kurtz

randi@sporty.col.oh.us (Randi Pollard) writes:
>I am in the process of re-reading the St. Camber series by K. Kurtz and am
>once again amazed by her writing.  I find them very detailed in their
>dealing with The Churc, The Royal Heirarchy, and Ruitual(sp) Magic.  I
>wonder where she got her background?  Maybe she is Deryni herself ;-{)
>Anyone else read these?

Kurtz's society, mythos, and even many of the events in her Deryni books
are definitely lifted from the European Middle ages. The church is so
medievally accurate that you can use it as a springboard into real
research.

I understand that Kurtz is a member of the Society for Creative
Anachronism, which kind of makes this "historicity" fairly understandable.

BTW, this is *not* a criticism...I enjoy the Deryni books, and *relish* the
fact that they are well grounded in a milieu that I understand and enjoy.
Being a SCA member myself.

Charles Parr
University of Calgary

------------------------------

Date: 15 Aug 91 17:46:10 GMT
From: lim@freezer.it.udel.edu (Julie Lim)
Subject: Re: Kurtz

randi@sporty.col.oh.us (Randi Pollard) writes:
>I am in the process of re-reading the St. Camber series by K. Kurtz and am
>once again amazed by her writing.  I find them very detailed in their
>dealing with The Churc, The Royal Heirarchy, and Ruitual(sp) Magic.  I
>wonder where she got her background?  Maybe she is Deryni herself ;-{)
>Anyone else read these?

   You bet. :)
   As I may incorrectly recall from her book blurbs, KK did graduate
studies in medieval history somewhere in California - hell, you've got the
books with you; you can look up this part. Mine are about 200 miles away.
   I would conjecture that KK got part of her info on the medieval church
from her grad work, and part from a Catholic upbringing.  I'm stretching on
the latter point, but she uses Biblical epigraphs for practically every
chapter, and I can't see a non-religious person slogging thru the entire
Bible just in search of neat quotes to use at the start of chapters.
   Much of the magical rituals in her writing are canonical with the
"known" body of pagan arcana - more refs in _Deryni Magic_, her latest
book.
   The next two books in the "Heirs of Saint Camber" trilogy should be out
next year. They would've been out earlier, but she was a bit slowed down by
moving to Ireland.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Aug 91 01:22:20 GMT
From: phillips@syrinx.umd.edu (Felan shena Thoron'edras)
Subject: Re: Kurtz

randi@sporty.col.oh.us (Randi Pollard) writes:
>I am in the process of re-reading the St. Camber series by K. Kurtz and am
>once again amazed by her writing.  I find them very detailed in their
>dealing with The Churc, The Royal Heirarchy, and Ruitual(sp) Magic.  I
>wonder where she got her background?  Maybe she is Deryni herself ;-{)
>Anyone else read these?

Yep, I read them a lot. :-) Another poster points out that she was in the
SCA; they do medieval research and re-creation, for those of you who don't
know (rec.org.sca is about them, for the usenetters; for digest readers, if
you're interested, rec.org.sca is gatewayed like the sf-lovers digest is,
and if you write to me I can get you the address in a minimum amount of
time).  According to my information she was actually the president of the
SCA for a while.
  She points out in a few places (_Deryni Magic_, and _Deryni Archives_, I
believe), that Gwynedd is similar to England and Wales in around the 12th
century.  In fact, it _is_ quite like them - the church is different, but
she explains that in _Deryni Magic_ I believe.  For people who (like me)
are fascinated by magic in books, _Deryni Magic_ is a must.  It clarifies a
few things, explains a lot, and is in general quite interesting.
  There are so many questions to be answered, still so much history left to
tell us.  I'm waiting for her to start a trilogy about Orin and Jodotha
(see _The Harrowing of Gwynedd_ for details about those two).  And finish
up those other two in that series.. I want to know what happens to Javan,
and how St. Kyriell's got created, and whether or not the Council (or
certain Councillors) knew about it.  And other things, too. :-)
  (Speaking of _Harrowing_.. :-) I went to the local B. Dalton's today,
wandered around, glanced at their "best bargains" tables, saw _Harrowing_.
Now, I already have a paperback copy, but this was a hardcover for $4.00.
I picked up a couple books, wandered back to the best bargains tables, said
to myself, "Self, even with a paperback, you just can't pass up getting one
of your favorite books in hardcover at this price."  So I picked it up,
went to pay.. Pulled out my BookSavers card or whatever it's called - the
one that gives 10% off on books and figured I'd get 10% off on the other
two books I'd gotten, but that since they were already giving me _so_ much
off on Harrowing, it wouldn't get any more taken off.  I didn't mind; not
at that price.  So, I pay and look at the receipt, add up the numbers -
they took off the 10% from the $4.00.  I _so_ love shopping at B. Dalton's.
:-) )

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 91 17:57:35 GMT
From: lauger@ssdvx2.mdcbbs.com
Subject: Re: Kurtz

randi@sporty.col.oh.us (Randi Pollard) writes:
> I am in the process of re-reading the St. Camber series by K. Kurtz and
> am once again amazed by her writing.  I find them very detailed in their
> dealing with The Churc, The Royal Heirarchy, and Ruitual(sp) Magic.  I
> wonder where she got her background?  Maybe she is Deryni herself ;-{)
> Anyone else read these?

Agreed!!  Her writing is excellent.  Just read Deryni Magic (I think that's
the title).  A how-it-works book about the series.  You also might read
"The Adept".  She co-authored it with...??  Anyway, the main character had
some of the same characteristics as St. Camber.

I'd recommend the series to everyone!!

lauger%ssdvax.decnet@mdcgwy.mdc.com
lauger@ssdvax.mdcbbs.com
{uunet,decwrl,att}!ssdvax.mdcbbs.com!lauger

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 91 15:31:02 GMT
From: majeske@remus.rutgers.edu (Joseph Majeske)
Subject: Re: Vance's _Madouc_

eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond) writes:
>The volumes are:  _Lyonesse_, _The_Green_Pearl_, and _Madouc_.
>
>How good are they?  Awe-inspiringly great - the magnum opus of one of the
>fantasy field's pre-eminent masters.  We are *not* looking at just another
>pile of genre yard goods here; these books earn Vance the right to sup
>with Tolkien and Eddison and Cabell in writer's valhalla.

IMHO Vance earned that right years, nay, decades ago.  But then I've read
every word I could find that the man has written and consider even his
worst failure to be more interesting by far than any piece of shelf
stuffing by, say, um better not say.

That said, am I the only one to be irritated by the minor inconsistencies
in the latter two books?  Not hearsay from characters, like the varying
explanations of the Iron Post at Twitten's Corners, but authorial voice,
even in some footnotes.  The two accounts of Madouc's conception are
necessary, I suppose, to change her role from ominously interesting
sub-plot to lighthearted sympathetic character.  But the changes in the Ska
political system, the explanation of the hazards on the road to Swer Smod,
and the introduction of the demon world conflict et cetara, left me
convinced that every great work deserves a great editor.

Still, these are petty cavils, it _is_ a geat trilogy.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 91 09:36:57 GMT
From: appel@ocf.berkeley.edu (Shannon D. Appel)
Subject: Re: Vance's _Madouc_

Just to throw in my bit, I agree whole-heartedly in this analysis of
Vance's Lyonesse books.  I whipped through the three of them in about two
weeks (and they're all pretty decent sized books), and I bought the third
one in the more expensive trade paperback, which is something I _NEVER_ do.
I really can't remember when I bought something else in other than normal
paperback format that wasn't used.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 91 18:57:14 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Subject: Re: Vance's _Madouc_

eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond) writes:
>The volumes are:  _Lyonesse_, _The_Green_Pearl_, and _Madouc_.
>
>How good are they?  Awe-inspiringly great - the magnum opus of one of the
>fantasy field's pre-eminent masters.  We are *not* looking at just another
>pile of genre yard goods here; these books earn Vance the right to sup
>with Tolkien and Eddison and Cabell in writer's valhalla.
 
I bought the $75 Underwood-Miller edition and read it in two days.  I've
got 65 books by Jack Vance among about 900 SF/Fantasy books, and I consider
the Lyonesse books to be about his best ( definitely his best fantasy. )
Now if I could just find some used copies of the first two in U-M editions
and the six of his books I don't have ( sigh. )

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Aug 91 17:00:41 GMT
From: eliz@ai.mit.edu (Elizabeth Willey)
Subject: Re: Vance's _Madouc_

eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond) writes:
>The volumes are:  _Lyonesse_, _The_Green_Pearl_, and _Madouc_.
>
>At a very minimum, the Lyonesse trilogy is certainly one of the three or
>four highest-quality and most important works of fantasy in the last
>decade.  (Others contending for the palm would include Barry Hughart's
>_Bridge_Of_Birds_, Guy Gavriel Kay's _Fionavar_Tapestry_, R. A MacAvoy's
>_Tea_With_A_Black_Dragon_, and Tim Power's stunning _The_Anubis_Gates_ or
>_On_Stranger_Tides_)

Eric, I usually agree with your reviews, which is why I find this sweeping
beatification surprising.  Acclaiming Vance, Kay, MacAvoy, and Powers as
having produced the foremost works of fantasy of the last decade is just
slightly over the top.  For one thing, if we are going to discuss only
genre-ghetto fantasy, then surely John Crowley and Robert Holdstock are
writing psychologically deeper and more textured work than MacAvoy and
Powers, both of whom have Elfland-in-Poughkeepsie problems (no offense to
Rachel Pollack, who has written an Elfland-in-Poughkeepsie book which will
blow all of your contenders away).  Powers in particular has a tin ear and
incessant problems with modernisms creeping into archaic characters'
dialogue, which problems ruined _Stress of Her Regard_ - otherwise a good
enough book.  Kay's work is not breaking new ground, Hughart is shamelessly
derivative of Ernest Bramah (without attribution), MacAvoy's _Tea_ is cute
and fun but again lacks resonance, which is the factor which cuts the good
fantasy from the bad - even in the genre ghetto.

It has been said that people sitting around in the f&sf genre ghetto making
such incredible sweeping acclamations as this without bothering to look
over the walls is one reason the ghetto is a ghetto.  Said many times, by
many people.  Where is Peter Ackroyd, then, in your spectrum?  Where's
Peter Carey?  Russell Hoban?  A. S. Byatt, whose _Possession_ contains some
really wonderful fantasy?  Italo Calvino, the South American Surrealists,
even Primo Levi?  Elias Cannetti?  Gunter Grass and Heinrich Boll (sorry,
no umlauts)?

Sorry, Eric - you're missing an important standard here, one which you
should be aware of even if you choose to ignore it.  Good fantasy - GREAT
fantasy - is resonant, multidimensional, archetypical but not
stereotypical, WELL-WRITTEN, and can be found outside the ghetto but rarely
in it.  Tolkien wasn't published as a ghetto-genre author; the ghetto
claimed him later, sucking him out of the stream of his own tradition and
thereby seeing him forever out of context - a giant among midgets, instead
of a writer among writers.

Vance, although he writes good genre fantasy, and goodish Menippean satire,
and good Romance, just doesn't stack up to the big guys I named above.
They're writing fantasy too.  Real fantasy.

Elizabeth Willey

------------------------------

Original-From: mtgzy!ecl (Evelyn C Leeper)
Date: Fri, 16 Aug 91 08:42 EDT
Subject: THE MOUND

	     THE MOUND AND OTHER SF STORIES FROM THE LOW LANDS
			edited by Roelof Goudriaan
	  Special theme issue of SHARDS OF BABEL, ISSN 0168-2776
	    Babel Publications, 1990, Rijswijk, the Netherlands
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   This anthology of King Kong Award Winners was specially translated and
produced for the 48th World Science Fiction Convention (Confiction) held in
the Hague, the Netherlands, August 23-27, 1990.  An introduction gives a
brief summary of the state of science fiction in the Netherlands.
(Interestingly, though it mentions "strong American influences," some of
the translations follow British English rather than American English.)

   The first story is "The Winter Garden" ("De wintertuin") by Paul Harland
(translated by the author).  I cannot in fair conscience review it,
however, because my copy of the book is missing pages 17 through 20!  (Odd
- - one normally would lose an entire signature, yet that is not the case
here.)  I presume that this is not true of a large number of copies, but if
you are buying this, you might check.  (At least the missing pages are all
in one story, rather than spanning stories.)

   "The Mound" ("De terp") by Jan Bee Landman (translated by the author) is
a somewhat typical dystopian future story, not very different from many
other similar ones.  Reading it, however, I was struck by how like a
synopsis of a half-hour television show it was.  In the United States, this
might even have been its origin; in the Netherlands it seems less likely.

   Thomas Winter's "The Desirable Lot of the Slender Ones" ("Het
begerswaardig lot van de ranken") (translated by Jan Bee Landman) bears a
marked similarity in premise to such works as Frederik Pohl's "Midas
Plague" and even David Brin's PRACTICE EFFECT.  But unfortunately, it is
written in such a way as to make reading it tough going.  This could be the
translation, but Landman's other translations don't display the problem.

   "Knowfather" ("Westvader") by Gerben Hellinga, Jr. (translated by the
author) is science fiction adventure in the old tradition - a
Golden-Age-type tale of humans against the elements and a story of contact
between alien races.  Hellinga's characters are well drawn and the message,
while old, is well delivered.  (Is it just a quirk of translation or does
this contain an homage to a famous science fiction story best known for its
last line?)

   As with two other stories in this anthology, "Their Descriptive God;
Softly Weeping" ("Hun descriptieve god, zacht jankend") By Jan J. B.
Kuipers (translated by Jan Bee Landman) hearkens back to a classic science
fiction story: in this case, Ted Sturgeon's "Microcosmic God."  However,
Kuipers demonstrates a totally different style - perhaps Silverberg tinged
with Borges.

   Earlier I mentioned that some stories use British English and some
American English.  This is most noticeable in the spelling (e.g., "color"
versus "colour"), and checking the translators explains this: Landman
prefers the American spellings, while Harland and Hellinga use the British.
This leads to a somewhat inconsistent volume, and when combined with
typographical errors ("and" is misspelled twice and in two different ways
on page 62 alone!) and the missing pages, the result is a less than totally
satisfying volume.  And if this represents the best of Dutch science
fiction, I have to say there seems to be much room for improvement.

   [Disclaimer: The original Dutch may be of a higher literary quality than
the translation.  But I am reviewing the translation, not the original.]

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Anthony & Brin & Butler & Cherryh & Duncan &
                   Effinger (2 msgs) & Frankowski & 
                   Kurtz (2 msgs) & MacAvoy & Requests (2 msgs) & 
                   SF for Children (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 19 Aug 91 18:30:21 GMT
From: wjb@moscom.com (Bill de Beaubien)
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony - A question

ma87rdt@cc.brunel.ac.uk (Robert D Turner) writes:
>Another question - was it Piers Anthony who wrote the _Battle Circle_
>books (_Sos the Rope_, _Var the Stick_ and _Neq the Sword_)? Great
>escapism whoever wrote them.

Yes, it was.  I really enjoyed the first of these, but the other two I
don't remember as being as good.  Of course, that *was* quite a number of
years ago.

Hmm, as long as we're on Piers, Prostho Plus was amusing the first time I
read it, but re-reading it it didn't seem nearly as good as I remembered.

For obscurity's sake, Rings of Ice wasn't worth the read.  I did enjoy the
cluster series, though they were definitely strange.  Of course, one
wouldn't exactly describe either the Tarot or the Orn/Ox/Omnivore series as
normal, either.

I did enjoy the Xanth books, though the first three were the best (IMHO, of
course.  That applies to all of the above, too :-)

Bill de Beaubien
wjb@moscom.com 

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 91 20:11:02 GMT
From: ejohnson@cobalt.cco.caltech.edu (Eric C. Johnson)
Subject: Re: David Brin

erich@lighthouse.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider) writes:
> Right now he's working on _Stratos_, a book set on a world where the
> gender of children is determined by what time of year they are conceived,
> and there's a caste system based on gender/birth season.  The main
> character, a "summer girl", is a girl born during the summer, who live
> "outside the system". 

***NON-SPOILERS below ***
(information that is revealed pretty much in the first two or three pages
of _Stratos_, David Brin's latest project.  Trust me, all of this stuff is
going to be in the blurp on the back cover. 

Having read what exists of the manuscript to date, I can confirm that this
is an accurate thumbnail description.  The summer births are achieved in
pretty much the same way that we know and love on the planet Earth today.
The interesting thing about the winter (i.e., non-summer) births is that
they are parthenogenetic clones of the mother.  The sexual drive in males
has been altered so that most of the year they are uninterested, while in
the summer (I think) they go into Rut.  (Most of the year the men are "at
sea" or something.)  Males are kept around basically because sperm is still
needed to spark the placenta, even for the winter births.  Also, a mother
cannot produce a clone of herself unless she has had at least one summer
birth.  It is during the summer that boys are born, but there are also
variant girls born, too.  The planet's society is composed of "clans" whose
members, being clones of one another, all look the same.  In this society,
"vars" (another cutesy Brinism) are ranked very low, lower even than the
males.  Of course, you guessed it, the story is told pretty much
exclusively (with a few exceptions) from the point of view of a young var,
named Naia.  Also, inevitably, as is revealed on the first page, she has a
twin sister.

> Brin told us that he likes to write "little books, then Uplift books,
> then big serious books" in that order. Thus we had _Uplift War_, and then
> _Earth_, and now _Stratos_, so the book after that will be Uplift.

This also is true and he claims that SOONERS will be his next book.

1. A big, challenging, "burn-me out" book (EARTH)
2. Someting a little quieter, ability-stretching (STRATOS)
3. A "gee-whiz, zap, shoot 'em up" book (SOONERS)

Unfortunately, since he hasn't finished STRATOS yet, I won't be expecting
SOONERS anytime soon. :-(

He also has claimed that STRATOS is the third (chronologically speaking)
book in a trilogy of sorts, being more of a thematic trilogy employing a
feminist-type philosophy.  I'm stretching my memory back to when he
mentioned this while we were discussing STRATOS, but I *think* he said they
would be set in the same universe, the first book taking place either in
the past or near future (faulty memory) and the second would be set a
couple of hundred years in the future.  STRATOS is a ways down the line.
(He has also written a short-story called "What Continues, and What
Fails..." which *reads* like it's in the same universe, but I am not sure
if this is true.)  I would assume that these will alternate with the Uplift
books.  And don't worry about Brin ever tying this universe together with
the Uplift universe.  He consistently mocks Asimov's attempts at tying the
Robot stuff with the Foundation stuff and says that we can skewer him if he
even thinks about doing something like this. :-)

Eric C. Johnson
ejohnson@cobalt.cco.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Aug 91 01:31:31 GMT
From: microsoft!ericsa@beaver.cs.washington.edu (Eric SASSAMAN)
Subject: Xenogenesis series by Octavia Butler - what is it?

What are the books in Octavia Butler's "Xenogenesis" series? I picked up
_Imago_ without realizing it was part of a series. Any comments on the
series as a whole?

Eric Sassaman
Microsoft OS/2 Systems Support

------------------------------

Date: 19 Aug 91 11:29:47 GMT
From: pjj@cs.man.ac.uk (Pete Jinks)
Subject: Re: Cherryh

>>C. J. Cherryh ... has explicitly stated that *all* of her works are set
>>in the same universe.

>C.J. Cherryh seems to have written a few stories (novel and short) which
>do not belong to the Union-Alliance setting IMHO.

A universe is a BIG place that lasts for a LONG time. You can get a good
feel for this from Delany's "Stars in my pocket like grains of sand".
Personally I was overwhelmed by the possibilities of the Merovingian nights
series - just think what might happen in each of the buildings on each of
the islands in any given day, then multiply by the number of islands, and
then by the number of cities on that planet, not forgetting all the other
places where something might be happening, and then by the number of
planets ... and then by the number of days in a year, and then by the
number of years ...

I have no problem in accepting both of the statements quoted above. My
reading of the first has always been that she intends to keep to the same
"laws" of physics (e.g. how FTL spaceflight and the gates work), but that
she feels free to use many different settings. Maybe she doesn't include
some of the fantasy and historical novels - maybe she thinks her universe
is big enough to include them. I assume the latter.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Aug 91 04:41:51 GMT
From: emj@atop.ugcs.caltech.edu (ed johnson)
Subject: Re: Dave Duncan

d88-bli@nada.kth.se (Bo Lindbergh) writes:
>*SPOILERS* ahead!

>   1. Rap's eventual fate

Either he becomes a God (the radiance behind the Casement) or the Western
warden.  I don't remember who said it (in the novels) but s/he noted that
the practice of harvesting the faeries for magic words was one that even
the gods wouldn't tolerate for long.  I believe that Rap is the solution.

>   2. Rap's unusual powers

I think he just has an incredibly strong word; he doesn't manifest powers
that an n+1 worder would normally have (where n = number of words that we
think Rap has).  If he DID have two words in his name, then they would be
pretty weak ones; he makes a pretty weak adept or a pretty great genius in
the first book.

>   3. On the uses of torture

Still out on this one; I'd like to think it's a rumor (what a major letdown
for Rap!) but Duncan HAS put him through some pretty awful stuff.  On a par
with Donaldson, I'd say :).  The jury is still out and will probably stay
there until Emperor and Clown.

Ed Johnson

------------------------------

Date: 19 Aug 91 15:53:25 GMT
From: craigb@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Subject: Geo Alec Effinger recommendations?

Last night I re-read Effinger's _When Gravity Fails_...what a cool book! A
hard-boiled detective story set in the 22nd century Islamic world, w/ a bit
of cyberpunk here and there. And it has a good sequel, too!

Anyway, he seems to have written alot of other books, none of which I've
ever read. Any recommendations on what's good/what's not-so-good? How is
_What Entropy Means To Me?_ (I like the title :-). May go and hit Austin
Books (thanks Mark and Sarah!) and see if I can find any in the used
section.

Thanks!

Craig Becker
Object Technology Products
craigb@ausvm1.vnet.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Aug 91 17:24:35 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Geo Alec Effinger recommendations?

craigb@awdprime.austin.ibm.com sez:
>Anyway, he seems to have written alot of other books, none of which I've
>ever read. Any recommendations on what's good/what's not-so-good? How is
>_What Entropy Means To Me?_

Really, really funny.  Highly recommended.  The only other Effinger I've
read was "The Wolves of Memory", which I thought nearly unreadable, with
the same few events happening over and over again.  I ended up skimming the
middle and being hugely disappointed by the cop-out ending.  Highly
dis-recommended.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Aug 91 01:27:09 GMT
From: hrh@well.sf.ca.us (Harry Henderson)
Subject: Re: Leo Frankowski's _The Cross-Time Engineer_

whheydt@PacBell.COM (Wilson Heydt) writes:
>craigb@awdprime.austin.ibm.com writes:
>>(Someone told me that they thought there was a 5th book in the series.
>>Can anyone verify?)
>
>"Conrad's Lady".  An indiferrent read, at best.

That would be the *fourth* book. There's no reason why there can't be more
coming, but I haven't heard that one's in the works. While I'll certainly
agree that the Conrad books aren't especially literate, they're fun for
arguing technological plausibility. (Like how do they develop in one
generation the technologies needed to create airplanes.  Conrad may be
bright and a good engineer, but it would seem unlikely that he'd have
mastery of the many disciplines needed.)

Harry Henderson
hrh@well.sf.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 17 Aug 91 15:25:55 GMT
From: randi@sporty.col.oh.us (Randi Pollard)
Subject: Re: Kurtz

parr@acs.ucalgary.ca (Charles Parr) writes:
>randi@sporty.col.oh.us (Randi Pollard) writes:
>>I am in the process of re-reading the St. Camber series by K. Kurtz and
>>am once again amazed by her writing.  I find them very detailed in their
>>dealing with The Churc, The Royal Heirarchy, and Ruitual(sp) Magic.  I
>>wonder where she got her background?  Maybe she is Deryni herself ;-{)
>>Anyone else read these?
>
>Kurtz's society, mythos, and even many of the events in her Deryni books
>are definitely lifted from the European Middle ages. The church is so
>medievally accurate that you can use it as a springboard into real
>research.

Kind of scary that Mother Church was really like this isn't it?  I shudder
to think of what Archbishop Loris would do about Gay people or Aids, or any
number of things going on in the world today.

>I understand that Kurtz is a member of the Society for Creative
>Anachronism, which kind of makes this "historicity" fairly understandable.

Upon reading the flyleaf of one of them she also has an M A in medieval
English, and at the time was preparing to move into a castle in Ireland.

Randi Pollard
Columbus, OH
sporty!randi@ursa-major.spdcc.com  
randi@sporty.uucp                  
randi@sporty.col.oh.us             

------------------------------

Date: 19 Aug 91 13:47:57 GMT
From: BERDANJ@yalevm.ycc.yale.edu
Subject: Kurtz

There have been a couple of mentions lately of the authenticity of the
church in Katherine Kurtz's novels and some speculation on her religious
background.  I would guess that she has such a thorough grounding in
Catholicism (i.e., all those bible-quotes as chapter headings, etc., sorry
I can't quote the previous discussion directly) is that she is in fact an
ordained priest in a Catholic-offshoot-church.  (No flames from Catholics
about a female priest, please!  It's not *my* church!)  I don't think
that's what she was raised on <grin>, but that's what she is now.  One can
assume she is therefore somewhat familiar with church practice and the
bible!  She frequently celebrates mass at Darkovercon in November.

Susan

------------------------------

Date: 19 Aug 91 00:33:40 GMT
From: aw1s+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew David Weiland)
Subject: Daimano and R. A. MacAvoy

A recent posting on the net mentioned R. A. MacAvoy.  This got me thinking
about R. A. MacAvoy, and got me remembering a question or two I had about
the Daimano series.  So here are my questions and comments.

If anyone's read them, perhaps you can help me with the following
questions.  If not, there are SPOILERS ahead.  

I.  How did Daimano get Saara's power?  Note that he did not get it from
Lucifer; his witch abilities were enhanced before he summoned the devil.

II.  Did Daimano need Lucifer's help to save the Peidmont?  Lucifer did
give Daimano his demonic aura, but Daimano slew the general with power he
recieved (somehow) from the witch Saara.

III.  Did Daimano bring the plague to Avingon?  I believe that Daimano was
infected by fleas "in his pockets", and transmitted those fleas to Avingon.
His witch abilities kept him immune to the plague, until he gave those
abilities to Gaspare's sister.  This explains why he died of plague so
quickly after he gave up his abilities.  The trouble is, Rapheal's
statements seem to conflict with my theory.

IV.  Lastly, was Daimano's death caused by Lucifer, and was it inevitable?
Did Lucifer set events into motion that would lead to Daimano's death, or
did he simply forsee the future based on Daimano's actions?  If Daimano
chose not to save Evienne, would he have died through some other method.

One thing that interested me about the last question is that in the second
book, much of Daimano's action is rooted in the strong belief that he will
be dead within the next few years; which he only knew because the lord of
lies, Lucifer, told him so.

I'd also love to hear what everyone else thinks of the Daimano series, and
the rest of R. A. MacAvoy's work.

Andrew D. M. U. Weiland
aw1s@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Aug 91 04:49:22 GMT
From: randi@sporty.col.oh.us (Randi Pollard)
Subject: Book Title

In the process of reading the set of books written by K. Kurtz, I have
remembered reading a book that I would like to re-read.  I cannot even
remember when I read it but all I can remember about it is:

   A young man, possibly a king or prince is held captive in a tower. He
   escapes by removing threads from the linen napkins he gets with his
   meals and weaving/braiding them into a rope.  The only other thing I
   seem to remember is there was a hidden hole in the floor that had
   something in it dealing with his lineage?

Can you name that book?

Randi Pollard
Columbus, OH
sporty!randi@ursa-major.spdcc.com  
randi@sporty.uucp                  
randi@sporty.col.oh.us             

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 91 17:47:05 GMT
From: kruger@socrates.umd.edu (Jonathan Kruger)
Subject: Name this book/story

Don't know much about this one, just something a friend of mine quoted from
it about 4 years ago:

"The problem with heroes is that they always have some tragic flaw."

"So what's your tragic flaw?"

"Me?  I'm no hero..."

BTW, I'm still looking for the author of "Mindhopper".

Jonathan Kruger
kruger@socrates.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Aug 91 18:01:23 GMT
From: lcc@win.icl.co.uk (Kerr Avon)
Subject: Re: SF for kids...

Somewhere on the periphery of SF/Fantasy lies the book _Mrs. Frisby and the
Rats of Nimh_.  I highly recommend this one.  It was written by Robert C.
O'Brien and made into a rather sugary animated film that bore scant
relation to the book (this is hearsay - I haven't seen the movie).

The book is great, though, and one of the few books I have re-read as I
grew up (I last read it about a year ago).  There is also a sequel called
_Racso and the Rats of Nimh_, which I found a few weeks ago, but I haven't
read it yet so I don't know how it measures up to the first.  The sequel
was written by O'Brien's daughter; O`Brien is sadly dead now.

Also, Terry (_Discworld_) Pratchet has written a couple of children's
novels, though I can't recall the titles (_Truckers_?,?)  and I assume that
they are fantasy based rather than SF.

I also recommend (though not SF) _The Hundred and One Dalmations_ by Dodie
Smith.  I can even justify including it in this discussion, since the
sequel (also by Dodie Smith) _The Starlight Barking_ is based heavily in
the realms of SF (albeit "fluffy" SF).

Liam
lcc@win.icl.co.uk     

------------------------------

Date: 20 Aug 91 02:21:58 GMT
From: flee@cs.psu.edu (Felix Lee)
Subject: Re: SF for kids...

>There is also a sequel called _Racso and the Rats of Nimh_, which I found
>a few weeks ago, but I haven't read it yet so I don't

There is also a sequel to the sequel, called _R-T, Margaret, and the Rats
of NIMH_.  This book asks the question, what happens when two children
stumble upon the rat community?

The rules change slightly in this book.  Rats are able to converse with
humans without resorting to writing.  This is never quite disallowed in the
original, but there's no real explanation either.

Felix Lee
flee@cs.psu.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

      Films - The Fisher King (7 msgs) & Misery & Hardware (4 msgs) &
              Neuromancer (3 msgs) & Freejack (3 msgs) & 
              Request Answers (2 msgs) & Request

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 29 Jul 91 20:53:26 GMT
From: jefft@athena.mit.edu (Jeff Tang)
Subject: Re: The Fisher King

rwilley@eagle.wesleyan.edu writes:
>I just saw a preview for a new movie entiled "The Fisher King".  Several
>times over the past few years I've seen various references to this
>character (The comic book "Mage", "The Drawing of the Dark" by Tim Powers,
>a couple other places).  I was hoping that someone might be able to point
>me in the direction of the original legends/sources for this character.
>I've always considered myself relatively well read, but I've never seen
>anything about him.

The exact same thing prompted me to look into it.  I checked an Arthurian
Mythos encyclopedia and found a reference.

It spoke of the Fisher King (an actual human king with some other name) as
being one aspect of the Grail Quest.  He held the Grail or something, and
needed only be asked the right quuestion by Perceval to have everything be
better.

In case it's not evident, I didn't follow the entry real well.

Jeff Tang
jefft@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Jul 91 16:08:57 GMT
From: borsom@imokay.cmw.ltn.dec.com (Doug Borsom)
Subject: Re: The Fisher King

You'll also find references to the Fisher King in the poetry of T.S. Eliot,
I believe.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Jul 91 20:49:57 GMT
From: usenet@nlm.nih.gov (usenet news poster)
Subject: Re: The Fisher King

The Fisher King is a character from the grail legend - he is the keeper of
the relics of Christ, including the grail and the spear used to wound
Christ on the cross. The Fisher King is lame, wounded in the thigh by the
same spear, and his kingdom transformed into a waste land at the same time
(TS Eliot's poem "The Waste-Land" takes its name and much of its imagery
from this source). A good place to start researching the legend is with
James Frazer's classic "The Golden Bough".

Enjoy!

Scott
federhen@ncbi.nlm.nih.gov

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 91 00:44:16 GMT
From: BJGLEAS@auvm.american.edu (bj gleason)
Subject: Re: the fisher king

On one of string's albums, he as a song "Blood of the Lazarus Heart" which
he says is based on the "Dream of the Fisher King".  Does anybody know what
that dream is?  Or where I can find references to it?

BJ

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 91 15:21:55 GMT
From: jacobus@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Bryan J. Maloney)
Subject: Re: The Fisher King

Actually, the Fisher-King was "wounded in the thigh" in the bowdlerized
Victorian versions of the story.  Originally, he was castrated, which was
why the land was a waste-land.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 91 19:08:56 GMT
From: mctst@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Mary Tabasko)
Subject: Re: The Fisher King

rwilley@eagle.wesleyan.edu writes:
>I just saw a preview for a new movie entiled "The Fisher King".
>[...]
>I was hoping that someone might be able to point me in the direction of
>the original legends/sources for this character.  I've always considered
>myself relatively well read, but I've never seen anything about him.

I saw this movie preview, as well, and I remember thinking that it didn't
seem to have much to do with the Fisher King figure I knew about.

The Fisher King appears on the branch of the Arthurian mythos dealing with
the Holy Grail. The story, as these things are wont to do, varies from tale
to tale. The Fisher King, sometimes called Pellean or Pelles and sometimes
known as the Maimed King, is the monarch of the Kingdom of Logres. Logres
is where the Holy Grail may be found. The king, old and constantly
suffering from a wound that will not heal, can find neither relief nor
death. The land is tied to his fate; it is barren and ruined.

Logres is visited by some of Arthur's knights while on their quest for the
Grail. Typically associated with this part of the quest are Lancelot,
Perceval, and Galahad. In some of the tales and poems, Perceval achieves
the Grail, in other stories, it's one of the others.  Often the Fisher King
is healed.

This branch of Arthurian legend is contradictory and confusing. Also making
an appearance here is King Mark of Cornwall (of Tristan and Isolde fame).
Sometimes the Maimed King and the Fisher King are two different people. The
origin of the character seems to have two main sources. Almost all of the
Grail legend has parallels in Celtic mythology, right down to the Grail
itself. Geoffrey of Monmouth tells of King Cadwallader, who suffered a fate
similar to that of the Fisher King. The other source is Christian legend
and mysticism. The nature of his unhealing wound varies as well. It's
already been noted by other posters that sometimes he was wounded with the
lance that pierced Christ's side and sometimes he was castrated (as in
Wagner's opera _Parsifal_).

A good number of the stories dealing with this aspect of the Grail story
came from France. Chretien de Troyes' Arthurian romances touch upon it, as
do a lot of the poetry, usually with titles like _Quest for the Holy
Grail_. There's plenty of info out there. Look up Arthurian legend and
grail legend in your library! Happy Questing!

Mary Tabasko
371 S. Negley Ave., Apt. 5
Pittsburgh, PA 15232-1110  
412/362-0544 
mctst@unix.cis.pitt.edu
tabasko@icarus.lis.pitt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Aug 91 07:20:31 GMT
From: terry@edsi.plexus.com (Terry Dawson)
Subject: Re: The Fisher King

   C.S. Lewis makes good use of the Fisher King in "That Hideous Strength",
the third book of his Space Trilogy.  Worth reading.

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 91 02:30:44 GMT
From: randi@sporty.col.oh.us (Randi Pollard)
Subject: MISERY

I rented Misery, and was slightly dissapointed.  A lot of the book was left
out of the movie and condens.  One thing I missed in the movie was the
parts of the book that he was writing were not shown in the movie.  Oh
well, I guess this once again proves that movies made from books very
seldom, if ever, match the books.

Randi Pollard
5014-A Coventry Dr.
Columbus, OH  43232         
sporty!randi@ursa-major.spdcc.com  
randi@sporty.uucp                  
randi@sporty.col.oh.us             

------------------------------

Date: 5 Aug 91 16:03:07 GMT
From: novell!HICKS@uunet.uu.net (Jeffery D. Hicks)
Subject: HARDWARE (the film)

Non-Hollywood SF films such as ALIENS/TERMINATOR/BLADERUNNER/STAR TREK I-V,
I rented an interesting little film (made in Britain I believe) titled
HARDWARE.

The film has a wonderful look to it and some respectable acting and special
effects.  Without giving away too much, at least no more than is on the
video case, the story is set in the near future (?) after some nuclear war
or at least catastrophic environmental disaster.  A soldier (spacer?)
returns home to his artist-girlfried with fragments of some unknown droid
(the M.A.R.K. 13).  The droid re-assembles itself and a la Terminator,
kills people.

The cinematic skills are good, the film does tell a story, albeit a short
and simple one.  My one major disappointment was that I wanted to learn
more about this world, its people, politics and the references to some
ongoing war.

HARDWARE is certainly worth a look on a rainy Friday night.  If anyone does
see it or has, I'd love to hear other people's opinions.

Jeffery D. Hicks       
HICKS@Novell.Boystown.org

------------------------------

Date: 5 Aug 91 20:15:14 GMT
From: doug@netcom.com (Doug Merritt)
Subject: Re: HARDWARE (the film)

HICKS@novell.boystown.org writes:
>HARDWARE is certainly worth a look on a rainy Friday night.  If anyone
>does see it or has, I'd love to hear other people's opinions.

I felt it was rather derivative and lacking in creativity and predictable,
although the precise mixture of different stock elements was a little
different.

Not bad for a B movie.

Doug Merritt
doug@netcom.com
doug@eris.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Aug 91 19:32:11 GMT
From: kruger@socrates.umd.edu (Jonathan Kruger)
Subject: Re: HARDWARE (the film)

My girlfriend and I thought that the best part was when Ministry was
playing in the background and there was a Gwar video on the screen.

As far as the movie goes, it is definitely not "an important film", but I
thought it was worth my $2.

Jonathan Kruger
kruger@socrates.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Aug 91 11:23:45 GMT
From: dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton)
Subject: Re: HARDWARE (the film)

I have it on, what I consider to be, expert opinion, that _Hardware_ is a
complete waste of space.

Not having seen it for myself, I can't be authorative in my opinion, but I
am reasonably convinced that _Hardware_ is Z grade schlock. Worse than
'Runaway'.

[Note; I normally decide these things for myself, because I like some
atrocious movies (I thought Predator 2 was okay :-), but when assaulted by
three different groups of people who have paid money to see this film, all
raving about how abysmal it was, I just gave in, and assumed the worst.  Go
see Dances with Wolves, a much better movie that I can vouch for from
personal experience.]

David Andrew Clayton
Canberra, Australia
munnari!labtam!eyrie!prolix!dac
prolix!dac%eyrie@labtam.oz.au
dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au
prolix!dac@sserve.cc.adfa.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 5 Aug 91 20:59:40 GMT
From: eadykst@pacbell.com (Elizabeth A. Dykstra)
Subject: "Neuromancer" the MOVIE?

Does anyone know if Neuromancer is indeed being made into a movie?
If so, where, by whom?  Any info appreciated.  Respond to this account
please.

E Dykstra
eadykst@pacbell.com

------------------------------

Date: 6 Aug 91 14:54:23 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: "Neuromancer" the MOVIE?

eadykst@PacBell.COM (Elizabeth A. Dykstra) writes:
>Does anyone know if Neuromancer is indeed being made into a movie?  If so,
>where, by whom?

   I *think* the Cabana boys have lost the movie rights. I don't know if
anyone else picked the rights up (Although I did hear a rumour the someone
wants to do a movie about the innovative approach the Cabana Boys took wrt
spending gobs of other people's money without producing an inch (2.51 cm)
of film).

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 91 19:13:57 GMT
From: hikaru@halcyon.wa.com
Subject: Re: "Neuromancer" the MOVIE?

jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll) writes:
>I *think* the Cabana boys have lost the movie rights. I don't

This was confirmed by Gibson at a book reading for _The Difference Engine_
three months ago. Somebody asked him about it, and he said "There was a
production company at one time that was going to do it, but the rights have
since reverted back to me, and I'd like to get another bunch of suckers to
pick 'em up - but this time, another bunch of suckers with more money."
Specifically, he mentioned James Cameron as somebody he'd like to have make
a Neuromancer movie. He did say that the movie version of "New Rose Hotel"
is coming along; he's written another draft of the script, a Japanese
director (don't remember his name) is now in charge.

This isn't related to Gibson, but it is good news: There is a film version
of Greg Bear's _Blood Music_ on the way. According to Locus, Bear is "very
happy" with the final draft of the screenplay.

> know if anyone else picked the rights up (Although I did hear a rumour
> the someone wants to do a movie about the innovative approach the Cabana
> Boys took wrt spending gobs of other people's money without producing an
> inch (2.51 cm) of film).

They just hired about 50 people to work on something they probably had no
intention of doing anyway - and the people they hired WERE NOT CHEAP.
Douglass Trumball, William Burroughs, Timothy Leary, Andy Summers, etc.

UUCP: hikaru@halcyon.uucp
Internet: halcyon!hikaru@seattleu.edu  

------------------------------

Date: 12 Aug 91 16:57:35 GMT
From: novell!HICKS@uunet.uu.net (Jeffery D. Hicks)
Subject: FREEJACK

I saw a trailer for a new movie called FREEJACK.  I gather it's something
about a race car driver who crashes and ends up in the future.  Has anyone
heard anything about this flick?

------------------------------

Date: 13 Aug 91 22:16:00 GMT
From: Bruce.Holloway@f507.n143.z1.fidonet.org (Bruce Holloway)
Subject: Re: FREEJACK

> I saw a trailer for a new movie called FREEJACK.  I gather it's something
> about a race car driver who crashes and ends up in the future.  Has
> anyone heard anything about this flick?

I just saw (what must have been) a longer trailer for the movie. In it,
Emilio Estevez is a race car driver who has an amazingly bad accident,
flying airborn into a pedestrian walkway over the track, and wakes up in a
strange place where a technician says, "We got him!".

Turns out that Anthony Hopkins is about to die and needs a new body.
Estevez' seems like a natural; the fact that they must grab him out of the
past, Millennium-like, is only a technical problem. Estevez escapes, but
Hopkins calls a massive man-hunt on for him. As he runs around the dark,
dreary future world, he meets people he knew back "in life", but older. And
he is generally known as Hopkins' new body - nobody will hide him.

Anyway. The trailer showed nearly the entire movie except for the ending,
but it doesn't seem that good. Take away the science-fictional aspects, and
you have left only the standard chase plot.

Bruce Holloway
UUCP: amdahl.com!kennel!507!Bruce.Holloway
INTERNET: Bruce.Holloway@f507.n143.z1.FIDONET.ORG

------------------------------

Date: 18 Aug 91 09:03:52 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Subject: Re: FREEJACK

Bruce.Holloway@f507.n143.z1.FIDONET.ORG (Bruce Holloway) writes:
>Anyway. The trailer showed nearly the entire movie except for the ending,
>but it doesn't seem that good. Take away the science-fictional aspects,
>and you have left only the standard chase plot.

I was going to post about this: I saw a preview of it today, and paid
attention the the credits.

It was done by the same person who "brought you Total Recall," and is based
on the book (or story) "Immortality, Inc.," by Robert <???> (Sheckley, I
seem to remember, but I could be wrong).

Anyway, I think they're going to end up doing the same thing to II that was
done to WCRIFYW.

Sean Eric Fagan
sef@kithrup.COM

------------------------------

Date: 25 Jul 91 09:50:22 GMT
From: aarseth@hf.uib.no (Espen Aarseth)
Subject: Re: mystery film

JBTUCK01@ulkyvm.BITNET (Jeff Tucker) writes:
>    I need the title of a film i saw several years ago. It was done in
> stop motion animation and is about two animal characters who build a
> racecar and win a race against the bad guys. I would really appreciate
> hearing from anyone who knows of this film. if i remember correctly they
> spoke in a British accent and the film had a "Paddington the Bear" look
> about it . sorry for the non-sci- fi topic but it is definitely
> fantasy!!!

This must be _Flaaklypa Grand Prix_, made in Norway in 1975 (I think), by
Ivo Caprino, based on characters by the Norwegian "hillbilly" humorist
Kjell Aukrust.
   The main characters are Solan Gundersen (the beaky one) and Ludvig
("That's real dangerous!"), and of course the Master Constructor, Reodor
Felgen. A life-size version of the racecar has actually been built, and can
be seen traversing Norwegian roads.

I would disagree that this is not sf, actually it is classic Steampunk,
years before Gibson/Sterling. (Norway also had the first detective novel,
_Mordet paa maskinbygger Roolfsen_ [The Murder of Engineer Roolfsen] (1841)
by Mauritz Hansen, long before A. E. Poe.)

I am not sure what the American title would be, as Matlin's video guide
does not list it under the Norwegian name. It should be popular in the
States, as it is rather hardware oriented, and its main villain is a nasty
arab, Sheik Ben Reddik Fy Fasan.

Hope this helps!

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 91 22:02:24 GMT
From: ECTDC@muppet.dnet.ge.com
Subject: re: request

JBTUCK01@ulkyvm.bitnet (Jeff Tucker) writes:
>   I need the title of a film I saw several years ago. It was done in stop
>motion animation and is about two animal characters who build a racecar
>and win a race against the bad guys. I would really appreciate hearing
>from anyone who knows of this film. if i remember correctly they spoke in
>a British accent and the film had a "Paddington the Bear" look about it.
>Sorry for the non-sci- fi topic but it is definitely fantasy!!!
 
Sounds exactly like "Wind in the Willows".  BTW, this is a half-hour
serial.  Shows some time in the late afternoon, but I don't remember what
days.

Dan Curtis
CURTIS@dnet.ge.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 91 23:39:29 GMT
From: michael@rosebud.llnl.gov (Mike Slominski)
Subject: "Moon Zero Two" or "Moon Two Zero"

I am looking for information on a movie entitled "Moon Two Zero" or "Moon
Zero Two".  I saw this movie when I was a kid (~1972) on tv, on the CBS
late movies, and haven't seen mention of it since.  It was, as I remember,
an action adventure movie set mostly on the Moon and near Earth space.  It
had good special effects - for a pre-Star Wars movie - and an o.k. story.
I periodically check the catalogs of the larger video rental chains and
haven't seen it.  Does it exist on tape?  Has anyone else seen it?  Is it
ever shown on tv?  Does it even ring a bell!

Just curious.

Michael Slominski
(415) 423-6754          
michael@rosebud.llnl.gov

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		   Miscellaneous - Conventions (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 2 Aug 91 08:18:29 GMT
From: david@softwords.bc.ca (David Hume)
Subject: Convention in Victoria, October

				  I-CON 2
			   Victoria, BC, Canada
	      October 11 - 13 (Canadian Thanksgiving Weekend)
			    Harbor Towers Hotel
	   (maps etc. provided when you write for registration)

Media G.O.H -	Leslie Nielsen  ("Naked Gun" Police Squad movies,
				 "Forbidden Planet", "Airplane" and more...)

Author G.O.H - 	Spider and Jeanne Robinson ("Stardancer", Callahan's
						Intergalactic Bar stories...)

Artist G.O.H. - William R. Warren

Write:	P.O. Box 30004
       #104 - 3995 Quadra St.
       Victoria BC,   V8X 5E1

Phone:	(604) 381-Icon     (381-4266)

Panels / Videos / Art Show / Dealer's Room / Hospitality / Masquarade / 
Gaming in a real "Dungeon" setting
2 Dances (Fri. and Sat.)

------------------------------

Date: 9 Aug 91 12:03:45 GMT
From: aahz@netcom.com (Mean Green Dancing Machine)
Subject: Timecon Follies

Well, the last Timecon is over; as usual, it was a disaster as a
convention.  The concom can't be accused of doing much *wrong*, exactly,
but it was certainly one of the most boring sets of panels I've ever seen.
However, there were major problems with the hotel.

Understand this, first of all: the Red Lion Inn next to San Jose Airport
has been far better than average as a venue for SF conventions.  The staff
has been around a long time, and they're used to us; the facilities are a
bit spread out for my taste but otherwise excellent; parking is easy;
generally, just a pleasant place to be.

The background for what follows was this year's Baycon.  I personally did
not see any of this, nor hear about it until I went to Timecon;
nevertheless, this is what I was told (my best compilation from several
sources [this is not a complete list]):

{Late update [8/6/91]: *None* of my friends appear to have seen or heard
anything about item 1 before Timecon}

1) There were three incidents of couples literally having sex in the halls.
This means fornication in public, not just a bit of making out.

2) There was a beer keg party, explicitly against hotel rules, which got
rather out of hand.  (It's a lot easier to forgive a violation of rules if
it doesn't harm anyone)

3) Someone was wearing a shirt (shorts?) that said "F**k you" in large
letters; this would not have been a problem had the con completely taken
over the hotel, but it hadn't.

4) The CEO of "a large company" was staying there; his sensibilities
offended, he left early and wrote a strong letter of complaint (I haven't
seen it, but no doubt someone who has can describe what it said).

The result of this was that the following rules were published in public
places, and handed out to many of the people who stayed in rooms there
(this is an exact copy, including typos):

                          Red Lion Hotel
                             San Jose
   2050 Gateway Place, San Jose, California  95110    (408) 453-4000


Additional con rules that go into effect starting July 24, 1991
for the Time-Con Convention:

1.     All room parties are to be ended and vacated by all non-
registered guest by 2:00AM.  Violation of this rule will be subject
to automatic eviction from guest room and the remaining guest in
the room will be escorted off property for the rest of the
convention.

2.     On the first complaint of a party room, the room will be
evicted and all the occupants will be escorted off property.

3.     At anytime that any guest rooms (Other than suites) have more
than four occupants, the room will be evicted to prevent fire and
safety violations.  Maximum occupancy in a guest room is four.

4.     After 2AM, any room found having more occupants in the room
than it is actually registered to have will be forced to pay for
the additional guest or be evicted from the hotel.

5.     Any persons found sleeping anywhere in the hotel other then a
guest room will be escorted off preperty and not be allowed back 
for the rest of the Con.

6.     No physical contact other then holding hands, a quick hug or
kiss will be tolerated.  Any further actions will result in the 
subjects being asked to leave the property for the remaining time
of the Con.

7.     All non registered guest in the hotel will be asked to leave
the property between the hours of 2AM-5AM.

8.     A full dress code will go into effect requiring shoes and
shirts in all public areas except the pool.  All violators will be
escorted off property for the remaining time of the con.  Costumes
will be permitted.

9.     No pranfanity gestures will be allowed on any part of the
clothing.  Violators will be escorted off property for the
remainder of the Con.

10.    There is to be absolutely nothing sold out of any guest room.
Violators will escorted off property for the remainder of the
Con.

11.    The pool, jacuzzi and weight room are for registered hotel
guest only.  Violators found using our guest facilities will be
escorted off property for the rest of the Con.

12.    No beer kegs or home stereo systems will be allowed in any
guest rooms.  This is to assure that a party will not take place
in the room that might disturb other guest.

13.    Objects thrown from balconies:    Intentionally dropping,
throwing or projecting objects from room balconies is automatic
room eviction and escort off-property with No Refund.

14.    Safety violations:  Jumping or hopping from room balconies or
any other serious safety violation will result in removal from
hotel property and possible room eviction with NO REFUND.

15.    Alcohol:   Any minors consuming alcohol will be escorted off-
property.  If minors are observed consuming alcohol in the guest
rooms, the guest will be evicted from the room and escorted off-
property with NO REFUND.

16.    Vandalism:   Any guest who vandalizes the hotel property or
other guest property will be held responsible for the damages.
Outside police may be involved depending on the severity of
damages.  In all circumstance, the violator will be escorted off
property.

I have read the above San Jose Red Lion In House Rules that will
go into effect on July 25, 1991.  I hereby agree to all the above
rules and realize that I or members of the convention may be
evicted from the hotel and escorted off property for the remaining
time of the Con if they violate any of the above rules.

{blank space deleted}

Signature: ____________________________________  Date: ____________


As you can see, the majority of these rules fall under the simple category
of "safe and sane common sense".  However, items 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9,
and 12 could be construed in ways that limit "normal" con activity.
Moreover, the tone of the letter is rather offensive and insulting, made
worse by the numerous syntactical and semantic errors in it.

When I saw this, my initial reaction, based primarily on rule 6, was that
it had to be a joke.  However, it *was* on Red Lion letterhead, and I
decided that it had to be checked out.

I went to see the General Manager, who told me (in no particular order):

A) that the hotel had indeed posted the previous letter.

B) the background I mentioned at the beginning of this post.

C) that he had been on vacation until just before Timecon, and had simply
passed it on when it appeared in the huge pile on his desk.

D) that the Red Lion Inn had had a continuous relationship with SF
conventions during his five years as manager that he was proud of.

E) that he was sorry that this whole situation was handled so poorly (he
apologized profusely), and that there was going to be a letter in the
afternoon update.

F) that he had had to evict already two rooms containing minors for
consuming alcohol and drugs, jumping across balconies.

I suggested that, in addition, he also post the apology in various public
places.  This suggestion was not acted upon, but here is the letter that
appeared in Timecon Update 4 (Saturday evening, approximately 8 hours after
my conversation, *long* after complaints started registering):

Received from Red Lion Executive Offices

Dear Timecon Fans,

During the past two days I have had an opportunity to visit with several
of you who have taken exception to the welcome letter and convention
policy that was presented at check-in.

Many of you have been insulted and confused by this and questioned
Red Lions welcome.  On behalf of our entire team, please accept our
apology for this misinterpretation.  It was our intent to simply focus
on the safety and comfort of all of our guests including Timecon.
Unfortunately, over the years a select few individuals have conducted
themselves in a fashion that has not been endorsed by the Con attendees,
other hotel quests, and of course, the hotel.

We have had the plesure to host a number of Cons in the past and are
proud of the relationship we have maintained with the attendees and the
committee members.  It is our goal to continue this relationship in the
future and provide all of you with a excellent experience and stay.

Please accept my best wishes for a great Con and do not hesitate to
contact myself, Chris Ferrante, or our night manager Fred Trejo if we
can be of assistance.

Sincerely,

Norval Nelson

By the time this came out, though, the damage had been done.  Rule 6, in
particular, was a prime target.  This Timecon was one of the most
physically affectionate cons I've ever been to.  <grin> Many people wore
buttons that said "SIX OFFENDER", I wore a pair that said "I BREAK RULE 6"
and "PROMISCUOUS HUGGER", and one person wore one that said "666 -- Menage
a trois".

I heard that the posted rules were supposedly the standard house rules.  I
find this difficult to believe, except in a very general sense; no one can
afford to look as silly as this letter made them look.

I'll just say that I personally believe that it was "just" a mess-up in
internal communication that caused this to be posted.  I don't think the
person who actually wrote this was a long-term employee of Red Lion San
Jose - no one who knew anything about cons could have written that.

There was some additional additional anonymous commentary circulated
through the con.  This one is the "third page" of the rules:

(Additional rules)
 
17.  All pool animals must be leashed/muzzled or in carriers.
 
18.  No throwing sex objects off balcony.
 
19.  No obscene behavior with inflatable animals.
 
20.  No levitation.
 
21.  No more than 6 astral bodies in any room (except main lobby).
 
22.  No new clothes allowed.  All clothes must be _worn._  If shirt & shoes
     are thoroughly worn, pants are optional.
 
23.  Any clothing (excluding optional pants) caught making pranfane
     gestures will be removed from its wearer and evicted.  (Anyone able to
     define  "pranfane" gets a cigar.)
 
24.  Physical contact of any duration between humans and extraterrestrials
     is (of course) permitted, providing all parties are above the age of
     consent and are not in direct violation of the Prime Directive.
 
25.  On second complaint regarding parties, perpetrators will be thrown to
     the Red Lions.  (Assuming parties were able to continue party
     elsewhere after their room was evicted.)
 
26.  Anyone attempting to sell the beds, television, or other furnishings
     from the guest rooms will be keelhauled.  (Unless a suitable profit
     was made and funds shared with appropriate authorities!)
 
27.  Jumping or hopping _onto_ balconies from lower levels is strictly
     prohibited without jumping or hopping license.  (Jumping or hopping
     to conclusions is, of course, permitted.)
 
28.  If outside police are needed to assist with (indoor) vandalism, our
     resident vandals will be sent to remedial vandalism classes at Hun &
     Visigoth Voc Ed Center.
 
29.  Any persons whose minds are wandering in galaxies far, far away
     (except while sleeping in guest rooms) will have their fantasies
     rudely shattered by the Fannish Inquisition.
 
30.  Didn't expect the Fannish Inquisition, did you??

And this is another sheet (handwritten):

             Time Con '91'

We interrupt this convention with a special bulletin.  Timecon is now under
marshall law.  All constitutional rights have been suspended.
_Stay_in_your_room_.  Do not attempt to contact loved ones, insurance
agents or attournies.  _SHUT_UP_!!  Do not attempt to think or depression
may occur _STAY_IN_YOUR_ROOMS_!  Curfew is in effect at 2:00 AM sharp!
Anyone caught outside of their subdivision sector after curfew _WILL_
_BE_SHOT_!  _DO_NOT_PANIC_!  _REMAIN_CALM_!  Your security guard will be by
to collect urine samples in the morning.  Anyone caught interfering with
the collection of urine samples _WILL_BE_SHOT_!  _STAY_IN_YOUR_ _ROOMS_!
_REMAIN_CALM_!  The number one enemies of puritanism are questions.  Red
Lion Inn security is more important than individual will.  All video
broadcasts will proceed as planned.  No more than four people may gather
together for conversation or otherwise without special permission from Red
Lion Inn security.  Follow only the rules prescribed by security personnel
or Flare.

                             _SHUT_UP_!

_BE_HAPPY_!  Obey all orders without question.  The comfort you've demanded
is now mandatory.  Be happy, at last everything is done for you.

Looking back, I see a couple of important points:

1) The concom for any particular con needs to find out (and possibly
negotiate) the hotel rules and communicate them to the attendees.  We fen
need to expend some effort at self-policing - don't just let Flare handle
things.

2) If you see something you don't like, react to it, but don't *over*react.
Most of the people at Timecon made a point of overtly breaking as many of
the rules as they could, while still staying within the boundaries of good
taste and common sense.

For those of you who attended Timecon and still feel somewhat outraged, I
suggest you write a letter to the Red Lion management, and send a copy to
Conventions of Time (whatever their address is).

I've deliberately avoided turning this into an emotional report,
restricting myself mostly to the facts.  I think it's more important to
look to the future, and see what can be done to prevent similar incidents
from occurring.

Dan Bernstein
aahz@netcom.com 

------------------------------

Date: 9 Aug 91 02:18:33 GMT
From: jjmhome!lmann@m2c.m2c.org (Laurie Mann)
Subject: News from Noreascon 3

	MCFI Announces the Publication of the Noreascon 3 Memory Book

The Noreascon 3 Memory Book is back from the printer in time for Chicon.
The 64-page book includes 16 pages of color photographs and another 16
pages of black and white photographs.  Edited by Laurie Mann, the book
includes writing by Mark Olson, Steve Boheim, Kurt Siegel and Joe Ross, and
art by Merle Insinga and Joe Mayhew.  The photographs are primarily the
work of the Noreascon 3 Photography Team, with additional photographs by
Rick Katze and Aron Insinga.
 
The books are being distributed at no charge to people who had full (either
supporting or attending) memberships in Noreascon 3.  Because too many
addresses in our mailing list are out of date, the books are being
bulk-mailed to people with verified addresses; an initial bulk mailing of
550 was completed on August 8.  At Chicon, we will have a table where fans
can verify their addresses, so their books can be mailed out later this
fall.  If you will be at Chicon, please stop by and check your address.  We
will have enough copies of the Memory Book at Chicon to distribute them to
foreign fans in attendance.  (If you are a foreign fan, with friends back
home who'd attended N3, you are welcome to take copies back to them.)
 
If you attended Noreascon 3 and won't be at Chicon, please respond to this
posting, saying whether you've moved since Noreascon 3, and, if you have
moved, what your current address is.
 
Noreascon is the main sponsor of a Boston-area party at to be held at
Chicon on Friday night.  NESFA (Boskone), Arisia, MassFilk, and Friends of
Shangra-la have joined Noreascon in the sponsorship of this party.  If you
are with a Massachusetts SF club, and you can contribute time, money, or
food for the party, please respond to this posting and help us at the con.
If you aren't from the Boston area, stop on by to party and meet local
fans.
 
We are also in the process of distributing ConFiction Program Books to
American fans who were ConFiction members but did not attend.  We will have
copies of the book to distribute at Chicon as well as address lists for you
to verify at Chicon.  Let us know if you haven't gotten your ConFiction
Program Book yet.
 
Please forward this to other networks. 

Laurie Mann
Noreascon 3
Box 46
MIT Branch PO
Cambridge, MA  02139
 

------------------------------
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Date: 8 Aug 91 18:26:41 GMT
From: sfsoc@maths.tcd.ie (Science Fiction Society)
Subject: ANNOUNCING: TrinCon 400, Dublin, Ireland; 7 - 9 Feb 1992: UPDATE


Announcing...

				  TRINCON
			7th  -  9th  February  1992
			  Trinity College, Dublin

                                Guests include

Terry Pratchett             Iain Banks                       Greg Bear
Anne McCaffrey               Bob Shaw                     John Brunner
Peter Morwood           Stephen Gallagher               Nicholas Royle
David Wingrove           Katherine Kurtz                 David Garnett
Diane Duane             Storm Constantine                  Mary Gentle
                          Ian McDonald

Further guests to be announced shortly.

Talks Signings LRP Real Guinness AD&D SF Theatre Trade Stands Tours
Hands-on UseNet/VR/MUD RQ Stoker/Dunsany/Swift Exhibition Comics Workshops
Paranoia Lasertag Largescreen Films Grand Dinner The Liffey Splatterball
and much more.

Further details contact:

 The Secretary
 TrinCon 400
 Box 6
 Regent House
 Trinity College, Dublin 2, Ireland.

Phone: +353 1 7021827
Fax: +353 1 778996
E-mail: sfsoc@maths.tcd.ie%pucc.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Aug 91 18:24:32 GMT
From: davep@milton.u.washington.edu (David Ptasnik)
Subject: CONFLAGRATION ChiCon Room Party

Everyone is invited to the CONFLAGRATION room party at ChiCon.  Look for
our signs for the day, time, and room number at the Hyatt!
                                      
			       CONFLAGRATION
		 The Convention Your MAMA Warned You About
			  UNDER 21 NOT ADMITTED!
			      June 19, 20, 21
				   1992
			     Alderbrook Resort
			     Union, Washington

Guest of Honor
ANDREW J.  OFFUTT
Creator of "Shadowspawn"
Author of "Conan" Novels

Author Guest
VICKI MITCHELL
Star Trek Novel "Enemy Unseen"

Artist Guest
PHIL FOGLIO
Hugo Award Winner

Fan Guest
JOY DAY
Costumer Extraordinaire

Master of Ceremonies
JON GUSTAFSON
Professional SF Art Appraiser & Expert

Special Appearance By
JOHN CLEVE
"Spaceways"and "The Crusader" sagas

JUICY PANELS
JUICIER FILMS
FILTHY FILKING
WEENIE ROAST
MASQUERADE
BONFIRES
DEALERS
GAMING
ARCADE
BhEER
WhINE
ORGAzMS
HOSPITALITY
PARTY COTTAGES
UNCENSORED ART SHOW
SATURDAY NITE ART AUCTION
BEACH SIDE RESORT
OUTDOOR FUN
INDOOR POOL
JACUZZI
TENNIS
FISHING
SAILING
GOLF

No one under 21 will be admitted to the Northwest's ONLY
Adult Science Fiction Convention.

IS THAT A SPACESHIP IN YOUR POCKET,
OR ARE YOU JUST THINKING ABOUT CONFLAGRATION?
For something new and fresh in a Fantasy and Science Fiction Convention, we
cordially invite you to attend CONFLAGRATION in June of '92.  Our
convention will be an SF and Fantasy convention with traditional panel
discussions and activities, famous people to talk to and learn from, and a
whole bunch of outdoor fun at a gorgeous waterfront resort.  CONFLAGRATION
will include adult themes, and will be restricted to adults over 21 (photo
ID at the door, please).  We think you will really enjoy the opportunity of
taking a weekend off at one of the nicest getaway spots in the Northwest.
Plus you will be able to do it in the company of people who understand and
share an important aspect of all of our lives: fandom.  Enjoy every aspect
of SF and Fantasy without having to look over your shoulder for fear of
offending a mundane, or setting off a riot among the kids.  Register early,
we could be sold out before the convention.

Dave and Cindy Ptasnik, co-chairs

HERE ARE THE SORDID DETAILS -

FEEL THE HEAT:
At the Alderbrook Resort on the breathtakingly beautiful Hood Canal.  The
entire resort will be ours!  No kids, no mundanes, no inhibitions.
Sleeping bags and extra towels OK'd by the resort.  For reservations call
1-800-622-9370.
A credit card or personal check will guarantee reservations.
About 1 1/2 hours from Seattle in Union, WA.
About 2 1/2 hours from Portland.
Canadians use those kilometer thingies, and nobody knows how far anything
is from there.  This is a very nice (AAA recommended) facility.  Virtually
every room and cottage has an amazing territorial view of mountains, water,
and forest.  2nd and 3rd floor rooms all have balconies.  Ground floor
rooms are wheelchair accessible.  Some rooms are designed for use by the
differently abled.

SUBMISSIVE BEHAVIOR:
The staff at the Alderbrook Resort has had it's collective passion enflamed
by our coming.  They haven't had this much fun since the transvestite
convention.  Costumes are encouraged in all resort areas, including the
restaurant and lounge.  They even seemed to pant a little at the thought of
well armed virtually naked barbarians.  Small pets (no, a sheep is not a
small pet) are welcome with some conditions (ask the resort).

FOREPLAY:
Registration will be strictly limited to 350 (um) members.  Please register
under your legal name, you may also provide a badge name.  Info:

CONFLAGRATION
12345 Lake City Way
Suite 2001
Seattle, WA  98125

1-800-989-2001
206-527-2001 (Canada and Seattle area)
Please send SASE for return correspondence, there will be progress reports.

PROS:
They do it for money AND satisfaction!

Andrew J. Offutt is the finest, funniest, and downright steamiest author we
have ever encountered at a con.  From his Conan novels to Shadowspawn of
Thieves' World, Uncle Andy is the master of lurid Heroic Fantasy.  His
readings are an absolute must-hear.  The ladies will swoon over his sexy
soft drawl.

Vicki Mitchell is the hottest new best-selling author in the region, and a
true veteran of Star Trek warfare.  Meet this rising star, and learn how to
work with publishers and studios.

Phil Foglio, a recent transplant from the Midwest, is the illustrator of
the M.Y.T.H. Adventure series, and creator of Xenophile (the only explicit
American comic published in Sweden).  Let's give the author of Buck Godot a
warm (maybe even cozy) Northwest welcome.

Joy Day is one of the best costumers and most dedicated fans around.  She
has won countless masquerades nationwide, as well as a major award at a
WorldCon.

Jon Gustafson is the only professional appraiser of SF and Fantasy Art.
His knowledge is encyclopedic, which explains why he wrote the artist
biographies for The Doubleday Encyclopedia of Science Fiction.

John Cleve will make a special appearance to discuss sex and science
fiction.  The author of Spaceways (the red hot 19 volume series of Playboy
books) and the positively lustful five volume Crusader epic will light your
fire.

Are you a Pro?
Drop us a line, we would love to have you participate in CONFLAGRATION.

VENUS BUTTERFLY:
Not even the National Endowment for the Arts would fund this Art Show and
Auction.  Libidinous contributions will be solicited from the finest
artists in the nation.  (The sculptures ought to be particularly
interesting.)  Bring your wallets for this one, we are encouraging artists
to send originals.  Even better, we will be holding the Art Auction on
Saturday Night.  If you don't get your first choice at auction, we will
have special Sunday Sale prices to let you fulfill your flaming desire for
the real thing, original art.

Artists: Give it to us straight, we can take it.  Unchain your wildest
fantasies for this uncensored presentation.  Show us how well you are hung.
Call or write for a copy of our art show guidelines.

BAZAAR OF ALL EARTHLY DELIGHTS:
Where Anything may be for sale.  Our dealer room will have a limited
number of tables specially selected for your Every Need or Desire
(Batteries not included).
Dealers:  send a description (or better yet a dirty picture) of your
goodies.  6' x 2.5' tables will be $10 each, membership(s) purchased
separately.  We will give a preference to theme appropriate wares, and
will try to balance our selection of merchants.  If you are not
selected, your money will be promptly refunded.

WATER SPORTS:
Wet and wild.  Sailboats, paddle boats, inner tubes, water ski tows, crab
pots, fishing gear and more will be available on the Resort's 80 foot
(that's a big one) dock.  Salt water swimming in a large roped off area
and beachcombing are free.

TALK DIRTY TO ME:
. . . in the panel rooms.  Try the panel on kissing techniques, or how to
get a bust in the mouth.  After all, that's what you're really after at
these things, right? (Hey you, with the pocket protector, stop that!).
It's guaranteed to get pretty steamy.

THERE'S A VOYEUR IN THE FOYEUR:
If you like to watch, come to the video room.  Flesh Gordon is just the
beginning.  You won't see this stuff on the Disney Channel.

THE WET SPOT:
Don't avoid this one - a HUGE indoor pool in its own building.  There is
even a jacuzzi that sits 22 (or more) friendly people.  The management
requires that something be worn at all times in the pool, like, say, a
wristwatch or earrings.  There will be a special swim for overweight
people, we can be rather shy around you skinny types.  Bring your best for
the Outrageous Inflatable Pool Toy Competition (Now where did we put those
Love Ewes?).

SHOW AND TELL:
Create your wildest costume ever for our red hot Masquerade!  No lip
synching.  No pre-judging.  No censorship.  Let your conscience be your
guide (do whatever it says you shouldn't).  Bribing the judges is
encouraged.  Awards will be given for Hottest of Show, Hottest SF, Hottest
Fantasy, Most Provocative, Most Humorous, and Least (that's right, just
Least).

ORGY CENTRAL:
Gamers do it in groups.  The festivities will be indoors and outdoors (at
last gaming comes out of the closet).  Scandalous Scavenger Hunt (it's not
OK for the ribbed condom to have been used); Clothing Optional Volleyball
(just kidding); Explicit Role-Playing tournament; Jello Snarffuling (it
sounds just as disgusting as it sounds).

GROUP GROPE:
Sex, er, uh, six cottages have been specially set aside for room parties.
If you plan to have such a party, please request one of these cottages when
making your reservation.

CLIMAX ROOM:
Our hospitality cottage will be an ultimate delight of sinful pleasure.
Chips, dips, BhEER, WhINE, PB & J (not on the sheets, please), coffee,
popcorn, candy, cake, soda pop, and munch, munch more.  We'll even have
REAL food.  Join us at our complimentary BONFIRE AND WEENIE ROAST on Friday
Night!  (Talk about oral gratification.)  Oh yeah, and our own signature
drink, The Orgazm.  We hope you will find this the most hospitable offering
on the convention circuit, with longer hours, and more good stuff all the
time.  There will be no "kitty" begging for Hospitality Suite donations.
You've already paid for the food and drink by registering.  Take your
smoking outside, that's for after the climax.

SEE YOU THERE!!!!!!!!!

------------------------------

Date: 12 Aug 91 20:13:14 GMT
From: blaker@apple.com (John Blaker)
Subject: Silicon '91 Masquerade Information

SILICON: THANKSGIVING WEEKEND (FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY), NOV 29- DEC 1,
1991 RED LION INN, SAN JOSE, CA

MASQUERADE CONTEST INFORMATION:

Silicon '91 Masquerade

Time and Place:
The Silicon '91 Masquerade will be held in the upstairs ballroom at 
8:00 pm on Saturday, November 30, 1991.

Registration:
All contestants must be registered.  To register before the 
convention, send your completed entry form to 
   John R Blaker
   320 Middlefield Road
   Menlo Park, CA  94025
   ATTN: Masquerade
To register at the convention, turn in a completed entry form to the
"Masquerade Registration" box at the information desk.  BEFORE 2pm ON
SATURDAY.

Check-In:
Contestants must check in by 6:45 pm on Saturday in the Oak Room.

Technical Information:
Stage, Lighting, and Sound 
  The stage will be 24 feet wide by 16 feet deep.  Entrance will be 
  either stage right or stage left, with preference to stage right.  Exit 
  will be center stage.  Anything unusual in the way of entrance and 
  exit should be cleared with me at the technical rehearsal.  Traffic 
  flow will be clearly marked.

  Lighting will be provided by photo-flood.  The lights will not be on 
  dimmers, so we can provide only blackout.  

  There will be no live microphone for the use of contestants.
  Introductions and/or voice-overs must either be on your cassette
  tape or given to the MC to be read.  Anything to be read by the MC 
  should be gone over with them during the technical rehearsal.

Contest Rules:
Weapons:  The convention weapons policy will be in effect.  Anything 
that is potentially dangerous to yourself, the other contestants, MC, 
judges, or audience will not be allowed.  Any choreographed fights 
must not involve live steel and must be approved by the 
Masquerade Director in advance.
Time Limits:  Presentations will be limited to 60 seconds for the first 
three persons in an entry and 10 seconds for each additional person.  
If you need more, see me at the technical rehearsal and we'll 
negotiate.  Time limits will be enforced, if necessary, by blackout.  
You are not required to use your full time allotment.
Workmanship Judging:  If you wish to have your costume judged for 
workmanship, the workmanship judge will be backstage prior to the 
presentations.  There are no skill divisions for this judging.
Other Rules:  
  Keep in mind that this is basically a PG show.  No nudity will be 
allowed.  
  No costume may be made of something that might damage another's costume.

Division System:
The Silicon '91 Masquerade will be using the skill division system for 
judging.  The purpose of this is to put minds at ease that a person 
who has never competed before will need to worry about being up 
against people who have been competing for many years.

There will be the following skill divisions:
Novice: Anyone who has not won an award at a major regional 
convention.

Journeyman: Anyone who has won less than three awards at a major 
regional convention.

Master:  Anyone who has won three or more awards at a major 
regional convention.

A major regional convention is one which has 2000 or more 
attendees.  Also included are WorldCon and CostumeCon.

There will be the following special categories and divisions:
  Not for Competition: This is so that people can exhibit costumes that 
  have won major awards elsewhere and who wish to showcase their 
  work.

  Young Fan:  For those under the age of 13 who have not  con
  structed their own costume.

  Rising Star:  For those under the age of 13 who have  constructed 
  their own costume.

Technical Rehearsal:
There will be a technical rehearsal on Saturday from 2-4pm in the 
Oak room.  This is your chance to see the stage set-up and try out 
anything that might be tricky.  The Master of Ceremonies will be 
present at this rehearsal, so this is an excellent time to go over any 
potential difficulties or patter.  The rehearsal is also the time to turn 
in your music/dialogue tape.  There will be a small selection of music 
available if you are unable to provide any.  We will be able to handle 
cassette tape or CD only!
You are strongly encouraged to attend at least part of this rehearsal!  
This is the only time to clear things and to get us your music.  If you 
have no music, you will go on in total silence.

Things You Need to Provide:
  Your music tape or CD, clearly labeled (See below). 
  Any text for the MC to read.
  Completed form(s)
  If you are doing a recreation of a media costume, you need to 
provide documentation (a photograph or picture).  Please bring copies
rather than originals and please don't bring entire books.
Green Room
The masquerade greenroom will be in the storage room behind the 
stage.  There will be den mothers and a repair table.

Cassette and CD Labeling
  Your cassette and its box  must be clearly labeled with the name of
  your presentation.  In addition, tapes must be labeled with "PLAY 
  THIS SIDE" and "WRONG SIDE".  This will help to prevent those
  pesky technical problems.
  You must label your CD box with the name of your presentation and 
  what track to play.

A recommendation: You should use a blank cassette tape and record ONLY your
presentation material on it.

John R Blaker
c/o St Patrick's Seminary
320 Middlefield Road
Menlo Park, CA  94025
(415) 326-5470
blaker@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Aug 91 03:48:50 GMT
From: woodsb@helios.ecn.purdue.edu (Brent L. Woods)
Subject: Re: Chicon @ party

   So far, I haven't seen an answer to the central question - *is* there
going to be an @ party at Chicon?  I'd like to attend, if possible, since I
had to skip the one at Noreascon 3 (as it happened, I was co-hosting a
party myself at the same time).

   Is anyone making any plans?

   For that matter, how many net.people are going to be in attendance at
Chicon?  There might be some interest, so I tell you all what: if you're
going to Chicon, send me email, and I'll assemble a list of attendees.
I'll post periodic updates, again, assuming sufficient interest.

Brent Woods
4419 Myrtle Grove Dr.
Indianapolis, IN  46236
+1 (317) 895-8690 (voice)
woodsb@gn.ecn.purdue.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		    Miscellaneous - Fanzines (3 msgs) &
                                    Religion in SF (12 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 27 Jul 91 02:34:25 GMT
From: mecewd@jetson.uh.edu (Struble, C.)
Subject: New SF magazine for technical readers

   This is to announce the existence of a new SF magazine. It is called
Today's Fantasy/Future Technology and it will consist of hard SF written
mainly by technical people and aimed specifically at "the totally
technically discriminate reader." Its editor is a former nuclear engineer
whose stated goal is "to recreate the lure of sci-fi created by such greats
as Asimov, Burroughs, Clarke, Hamilton (?), Heinlein, etc. during the
golden age of sci-fi that spanned from the 30s to the 50s. Its purpose is
to provide science fiction that captures the imagination and inspires
future scientists and engineers of a better world that can be molded by the
application of science and technology." (excerpt from a recent flyer)

    Issues will be bi-monthly. Anyone interested in subscribing, send to
(or, if you just want more info., send an SASE)

    G.W. Brown, Editor
    Today's Fantasy/ Future Technology
    Rt. #3 Box 468
    Baxter, TN 38544

  So far it is only a small-circulation magazine with no advertising and
not many subscribers. Mr. Brown also tells me he is looking for writers,
particularly those with a technical background, who can write technically
accurate (i.e. hard) SF. This would be a great place for would be grad.
student sci-fi writers to send off stories, since your chances of getting
published are pretty good. I have a complete copy of the writer's
guidelines and can e-mail them to interested parties. He is also aiming
very much at the college student reading audience, so any feedback on what
you would want in this kind of magazine is welcome.

    Since I'm still waiting on my first issue, (due early August) I can't
say anything as to the quality of the material. I will give a critique in a
follow-up posting in a few weeks. However, the concept of a SF mag by and
for scientists/engineers/students, with high standards of 'technical
accuracy' (what this means is debatable, of course, but I take it as
'nothing that violates known physical laws') is a good idea, depending on
how it is done. Even if it doesn't survive, I think it is a worthwhile
experiment, and I can also think of worse ways to blow ten bucks.

Chris Struble
Mechanical Engineering
University of Houston
mecewd@jetson.uh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 31 Jul 91 17:07:00 GMT
From: SCHUYTEM@uncg.bitnet
Subject: **a new list!!

SFWRIT-L is a new list devoted to active discussion of the concerns of
speculative, science, horror and fantasy genre writers.  The list hopes to
serve as a forum of ideas, resources and helps for the practicing
sf-writer, whether you be professional, struggling or just beginning.  We
encourage anyone with an active interest in any of the above genres to
subscribe to (and participate in) the SFWRIT-L list.

In addition to active discussion, the list will strive to be a useful
resource in such areas as publication guidelines (and addresses, and
experiences...), hints from the "pros", and research sources (whether
mainstream or eclectic).  Soon, we will send out an index of currently
available files, as well as instructions for submitting your own
contributions to the list's archives.

Like SF-LOVERS (an excellent list in its own right), SFWRIT-L will
encourage discussion about published works, but from a writer's, not a
reader's, perspective (i.e., technique, characterization, world-building,
etc.)

To subscribe, simply send e-mail to MAILSERV@UNCG.BITNET with the one-line
message:

    SUBSCRIBE SFWRIT-L YourPersonalName

*note: this is a NEW list.  we think the bugs are all worked out, but who
really knows :) so - if at first you don't succeed, drop us (the
list-owners) a line, and we'll see what we can do!

Your list-owners:

Paul Schuytema                          Ricq Pattay
SCHUYTEM@UNCG.BITNET                    PATTAYR@UNCG.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 4 Aug 91 20:19:53 GMT
From: ttardis!dwl@cfctech.cfc.com (Dave Lillard)
Subject: Fanzines

From references made in postings, I assume that there are at least some
GOOD, Quality fanzines being published.  I would appreciate advice on how
they might be obtained - also, help in determining which ones are worth
getting would be nice.  Years ago (in Trekdom) there were a LOT of 'zines
available.  Few of them were much good; but those that were even good were
VERY good.  I am particularly interested in any good Dr Who, Furry and Star
Wars 'zines; but I would be interested in word(s) about most any Fantasy/SF
'zine.

Please email any responses; as volume on the Net has gotten too much for me
to keep up with - not to mention our newsreader keeps losing articles on
me.  Thanks!

Dave Lillard
21111 Mapleridge
Southfield, MI  48075-5752
..!uunet!sharkey!cfctech!ttardis!dwl

------------------------------

Date: 15 Aug 91 17:35:52 GMT
From: smith@ctron.com (Larry Smith)
Subject: Catholicism in SF

What do people think of the story (whose name escapes me) with the padre of
the order of St. Somebody of the Vidicon?  I've been trying to recall this
story from my library, but I can't remember any more than that.

On the same topic, what did people think of the attitude portrayed in "A
Case of Conscience" by James Blish, in which a Catholic priest essentially
condemns an entire alien species as works of teh devil because their young
essentially recapitulate their evolution in growing from egg to adult.  The
aliens, very reptilian in nature, are portrayed as cool, logical and
reasonable.  The priest's motivations appear to be obscure, at least to me.
He makes frequent jumps of (I suppose I should call it) logic in his
process of determination.  It's been some years since I read it.

Any other stories dealing with the Catholic Church in the future?  What do
you think of them?

Larry Smith
smith@ctron.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Aug 91 19:30:58 GMT
From: pmoloney@unix1.tcd.ie (Paul Moloney)
Subject: Re: Catholicism in SF

smith@ctron.com (Larry Smith) writes:
>Any other stories dealing with the Catholic Church in the future?  What do
>you think of them?

The classic "The Streets of Ashkeron" by Harry Harrison. Never one for
being nice to religions, is Harry, and this one really puts the boot in.
Really freaked me out when a kid. Just read it. Nuff said.

Paul Moloney
Trinity College, Dublin
PMOLONEY%vax1.tcd.ie@pucc.princeton.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 91 00:59:34 GMT
From: francis@zaphod.uchicago.edu (Francis Stracke)
Subject: Re: Catholicism in SF

smith@ctron.com (Larry Smith) writes:
>Any other stories dealing with the Catholic Church in the future?  What do
>you think of them?

The Church plays a strong role in _Sin of Origin_ (John somebody - begins
with a B, I think) and in the two _Hyperion_ books.  In a short story by
Poul Anderson anthologized in _The Gods Laughed_, the SETI people are in
contact with a race dominated by a monstrous fundamentalism, with horribly
illogical theology, and the scientists despair of getting any coherent data
out of them.  Along comes a Jesuit.  (Arrgh! Run away! :-) (No, he doesn't
try to convert them; just asks for clarification on a few points, asks some
questions intended to make people doubt, and gets them to overturn their
theocracy.  I could believe it.  [My mom's father used to threaten his
sons, when they misbehaved really badly, by shouting, "That's it!  We're
going to send them off to the Jesuits!" Catholic version of military
school.  :-])

Francis Stracke
Department of Mathematics
University of Chicago
francis@zaphod.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 91 02:14:04 GMT
From: djheydt@garnet.berkeley.edu
Subject: Re: Catholicism in SF

francis@zaphod.uchicago.edu writes:
>In a short story by Poul Anderson anthologized in _The Gods Laughed_, the
>SETI people are in contact with a race dominated by a monstrous
>fundamentalism, with horribly illogical theology, and the scientists
>despair of getting any coherent data out of them.  Along comes a Jesuit.
>(Arrgh! Run away! :-) (No, he doesn't try to convert them; just asks for
>clarification on a few points, asks some questions intended to make people
>doubt, and gets them to overturn their theocracy.

I don't remember that one.  I do remember an early Trader Team story, "The
Three-Cornered Wheel," in which our heroes are marooned on a planet with a
rigid theocracy which they must, if not necessarily shatter, at least
_sidestep_ if they're to get away.  The captain, who is Jewish, fills them
full of Kabbala and a few other interesting concepts and (a) gets
permission to build his gadget and (b) leaves a few seeds of doubt behind.
"Far be it from me," he says at one point, "even to suggest anything that
is contrary to your holy doctrine.  (I got troubles enough.)"

Getting back to Catholic SF, there's _A Canticle for Leibowitz_ by Miller
and several stories by Anthony Boucher; "The Star Dummy" and "The Quest for
Saint Aquin" come to mind.  Then there's Randall Garrett's Lord Darcy
stories--if you're willing to consider them science fiction, not fantasy
(Campbell was; he published them in _Analog_).

Moving slightly further afield, there's Boucher's murder mystery _Rocket to
the Morgue,_ in which a slightly disguised Heinlein is one of the major
characters and several other members of the Man~ana Literary Society make
appearances.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Aug 91 20:47:19 GMT
From: craigb@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Subject: Re: Catholicism in SF

smith@ctron.com (Larry Smith) writes:
> Any other stories dealing with the Catholic Church in the future?  

"The Way of Cross and Dragon" by George R. R. Martin.
"The Star" by Arthur C. Clarke.
_A Canticle For Leibowitz_ by Walter M. Miller, Jr.

Gee, it's almost time to go home and my mind is going.  One other story I
can think of, can't remember the exact title, something like "The Search
For St. Aquinn". Don't remember the author, either. Also, I think Ray
Bradbury wrote several short stories concerning priestly things in the
future. And gee, wasn't there a priest (or two :-) in _Hyperion_?

Craig Becker
Object Technology Products
craigb@ausvm1.vnet.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 91 08:43:25 GMT
From: klaus@diku.dk (Klaus Ole Kristiansen)
Subject: Re: Catholicism in SF

I don`t remember the title or author, but I once read a short story about a
jesuit priest who was also a geologist. It took place in the near future.
Some aliens had been contacted by radio. These aliens only very
occasionally sent something interesting (such as geological data about
their planet) just to keep us listening.  Most of the time they just send
religious propaganda. Our hero then starts a project of sending back
questions about obscure points of the alien religious doctrine. The point
of the story is that the Society of Jesus has a lot of experience with that
kind of thing.

The plan is a success, BTW. The infighting over the new and unexpected
questions weakens the alien priests so much that a secular regime takes
power.

Klaus O K

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 91 12:14:19 GMT
From: danw@hazel.hac.com (Dan White)
Subject: Re: Catholicism in SF

smith@ctron.com (Larry Smith) writes:
> What do people think of the story (whose name escapes me) with the padre
> of the order of St. Somebody of the Vidicon?  I've been trying to recall
> this story from my library, but I can't remember any more than that.

   I believe you refer to Saint Vidicon of the Cathode from Christopher
Stasheff's Warlock series. St. V. was canonized { ?carbonized? :) } when he
used his own body to replace a power fuse so that ?the Pope? could complete
a video broadcast that stopped some sort of disaster.  The priests of the
order are called Cathodians, and their symbol is a small yellow handled
screwdriver clipped in the breast pocket.

Dan White
danw@mitchell.hac.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 91 13:26:14 GMT
From: smith@ctron.com (Larry Smith)
Subject: Religion in SF (was: Catholicism in SF)

danw@hazel.hac.com (Dan White) writes:
>smith@ctron.com (Larry Smith) writes:
>> the order of St. Somebody of the Vidicon?  I've been trying to recall
>
>   I believe you refer to Saint Vidicon of the Cathode from Christopher
>Stasheff's Warlock series. St. V. was canonized { ?carbonized? :) } when
>he used his own body to replace a power fuse so that ?the Pope? could
>complete a video broadcast that stopped some sort of disaster.  The
>priests of the order are called Cathodians, and their symbol is a small
>yellow handled screwdriver clipped in the breast pocket.

That's him!  I knew I'd remember :)

I thought the Cathodians were a tad "unbelievable" but I don't know how new
orders come into being.  When Catholic priests are used in SF, do the
authors often mention their order?  Do they used established orders or new
ones, like Stasheff did?

The religion many people (human and not) believed in in Alan Dean Foster's
Commonwealth books sounds like Catholicism might have been a part of it.  I
recall someone in one of the books going to some sort of church or this
religion, it sounded like a real mix, and was relatively light on devine
revelation.  Has Foster expounded at any length on his future/religious
ideas?

Larry Smith
smith@ctron.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 91 13:54:02 GMT
From: abw@natchez.bu.edu (Al Wesolowsky)
Subject: Re: Catholicism in SF

klaus@diku.dk (Klaus Ole Kristiansen) writes:
>I don`t remember the title or author, but I once read a short story about
>a jesuit priest who was also a geologist. It took place in the near
>future. Some aliens had been contacted by radio.

Another was a short story from the 1960s about bipedal, intelligent,
evangelical reptilian invaders who were making short work of earth's
defenses. The story is POV an Earthling who witnesses a brutal ground
assault apparently directed at capturing the town church, for its strategic
value, he thinks.

He manages to sneak into the church, and witnesses the aliens opening their
packs and breaking out all manner of clerical garb (surplices, mitres,
etc.) and proceeding to re-consecrate the church.

I have surely flubbed the details (hey, it *was* the 60s, all right?) and
would appreciate corrections and pointers to where I could find the story.

Al B. Wesolowsky
Managing Editor
Journal of Field Archaeology
Boston University  
675 Commonwealth Avenue
Boston MA 02215
(617) 353-2357
abw@bucrsb.bu.edu
arc9arn@buacca.bu.edu    

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 91 16:13:08 GMT
From: craigb@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Subject: Re: Religion in SF (was: Catholicism in SF)

smith@ctron.com (Larry Smith) writes:
> When Catholic priests are used in SF, do the authors often mention their
> order?

Geez, how could I forget Philip Jose Farmer's Brother/Father John Carmody
stories?! Let's see, two books that I know of: _Night Of Light_ (more of a
novel) and _Father To The Stars_ (story collection). I forget his order
(St. Jarius?), but I believe it was a currently non-existent one, and I
think Farmer talks a little about how it got established, although I forget
the details.

Craig Becker
Object Technology Products
craigb@ausvm1.vnet.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 91 20:46:07 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: Catholicism in SF

danw@hazel.hac.com (Dan White) writes:
>   I believe you refer to Saint Vidicon of the Cathode from Christopher
>Stasheff's Warlock series. St. V. was canonized { ?carbonized? :) } when
>he used his own body to replace a power fuse so that ?the Pope? could
>complete a video broadcast that stopped some sort of disaster.  The
>priests of the order are called Cathodians, and their symbol is a small
>yellow handled screwdriver clipped in the breast pocket.

Don't forget the Anodeans. Stasheff's future world apparently includes
female Catholic engineers.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Aug 91 13:48:02 GMT
From: wlinden@panix.com (Will Linden)
Subject: Re: Catholicism in SF

craigb@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker) writes:
>can think of, can't remember the exact title, something like "The Search
>For St. Aquinn". Don't remember the author, either. Also, I think Ray 

 Anthony Boucher, THE QUEST FOR ST. AQUIN. And add his "Balaam".
 Richard Bowker, FORBIDDEN SANCTUARY
 And under present circumstances, I would probably provoke a riot if I
pointed out that Card has interesting extrapolations on Catholicism in
SPEAKER FOR THE DEAD, so I won't.
  Then there are Farmer's stories about Father Carmody - NIGHT OF LIGHT and
the short pieces collected in (I think) FATHER TO THE STARS.

Will Linden
Internet: wlinden@panix.com
UUCP: ...cmcl2!panix!wlinden

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Anthony (2 msgs) & Butler (3 msgs) &
                       Effinger (2 msgs) & Kurtz (2 msgs) &
                       May & Niven & Robinson (4 msgs) &
                       Request Answer (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 18 Aug 91 20:02:15 GMT
From: archer@frmug.fr.mugnet.org (Vincent Archer)
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony - A question

Rene M Hill writes:
> I liked the first Xanth books (how many are in that series now,
> anyway?  about 30 or so?) and I recently read the apprentice 

Latest count on my Anthony bookshelf gives 13 (yeech! This series is cursed
and will bring him bad luck :-), the latest being _Isle_of_View_ (Oct.
1990).  Given his publication rate, the 14th should be around in the next
few months. Of course, it's difficult to say: if you happen to live in
France (as I do), you don't get all the new books in English :-( (even if
Paris has two nice English bookstores with good-size SF/Fantasy sections)

> adept series, 1,2, and 3.  Does anyone recommend any other Piers Anthony
> books?  What about the rest of the apprentice adept books?

Dispense with them. The premise was good (the "equivalent" sons of Blue and
Stile can switch minds across the Proton/Phaze barrier), but the rest is...
well Antonish is the word :-)

The best and most worthy series you'll get from him is IMHO, the
five-volume _Incarnations_of_Immortality_ (about Death, Time, Fate, War and
Nature). He added two volumes (out of sheer pressure from
readership/editorship) about Evil and Good, but while _For_Love_of_Evil_ is
readable, _And_Eternity_, the last of the series, is not worth reading (you
know after the first twenty pages how it's going to end).  Opinion: Get the
first five, and if you loved them, get the sixth. And imagine what could
have been the last one, you'll probably figure a better story than what you
would buy.

Vincent Archer
archer@frmug.fr.mugnet.org
archer@evry.cnes.fr

------------------------------

Date: 20 Aug 91 13:49:23 GMT
From: rraf@dretor.dciem.dnd.ca (Rob Feltham)
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony, A question

I've read all of Piers Anthony's books with only a few exceptions; (Bio of
an Ogre (Self Auto-biography, and his Copper series) and I've thoroughly
enjoyed them.

Without exception his best work is Macroscope, published originally in
1966.  I've read it at least 6 times.  A good series is his Phaze/Proton
series - a trilogy that turned into a sextet.  How is it that trilogies
always seem to stretch?  I enjoyed the last three books as well. His
cluster series isn't bad if you enjoy Anthony and his Bio of a Space Tyrant
is also not bad. Incarnations of Imomortality is pretty good it starts out
good and wraps up neatly.

I enjoy Anthony's work but a small warning, but he tends to get a little
repetitive in his books in reviewing past events from previous books.
This is good and bad. If you're reading a series and you've got all six
books in your hands you don't really need it, but if you are reading them
as they're published it's helpful in reminding you of salient points, even
if he used his computer to grab a couple of relevant pages from a previous
book.

I've included a list of his books. Not totally complete. I've missed his
last couple of books.

Bio Of A Space Tyrant,
Anthony, Piers	Volume 1: Refugee	1st 83	Avon
Anthony, Piers	Volume 2: Mercenary	1st 84	Avon
Anthony, Piers	Volume 3: Politician	1st 85	Avon
Anthony, Piers	Volume 4: Executive	1st 85	Avon

Incarnations of Immortality
Anthony, Piers	On A Pale Horse	1st 84	Del Rey
Anthony, Piers	Bearing An HourGlass	1st 85	Del Rey
Anthony, Piers	With A Tangled Skein	1st 86	Del Rey 
Anthony, Piers	Wielding A Red Sword	1st 87	Del Rey
Anthony, Piers	Being A Green Mother	1st 88	Del Rey
Anthony, Piers	For Love Of Evil	1st 90	Avon
Anthony, Piers	And Eternity	1st 91	Avon

Anthony, Piers	Omnivore	1st 68	Ballantine
Anthony, Piers	Omnivore	1st 78	Avon
Anthony, Piers	Orn	7th	Avon
Anthony, Piers	Ox	1st 76	Avon

The Cluster Series
Anthony, Piers	Cluster	1st 77	Avon
Anthony, Piers	Chaining The Lady	1st 78	Avon
Anthony, Piers	Kirlian Quest	1st 78	Avon
Anthony, Piers	Viscous Circle	1st 82	Avon
Anthony, Piers	Thousandstar	1st 80	Berkley
Anthony, Piers	Vision Of Tarot	1st 80	Berkley
Anthony, Piers	Faith Of Tarot	1st 80	Berkley
Anthony, Piers	God of Tarot	1st 79	Jove

The Magic of Xanth Series
Anthony, Piers 	A Spell For Chamelion	1st 77	Del Rey
Anthony, Piers	The Source Of the Magic	7th 81	Del Rey
Anthony, Piers	Castle Roogna 	2nd 80	Del Rey
Anthony, Piers	Centaur Aisle	1st 82	Avon
Anthony, Piers	Ogre, Ogre	1st 82	Avon
Anthony, Piers	Night Mare	1st 83	Del Rey
Anthony, Piers	Dragon On A Pedestal	1st 84	Del Rey
Anthony, Piers	Crewel Lye: A Caustic Yarn	1st 85	Del Rey
Anthony, Piers	Golem In The Gears	1st 86	Del Rey
Anthony, Piers	Vale of the Voles	1st 87	Del Rey
Anthony, Piers	Heaven Cent	1st 88	Avon
Anthony, Piers	Man From Mundania 1st 89	Avon
Anthony, Piers	Isle of View	1st 90	Avon

The Phaze/Proton Series
Anthony, Piers	Split Infinity	2nd 81	Avon
Anthony, Piers	Blue Adept	1st 82	Avon
Anthony, Piers	Juxtaposition	1st 83	Del Rey
Anthony, Piers	Out Of Phaze	1st 88	Ace
Anthony, Piers	Unicorn Point	1st 90	Ace
Anthony, Piers	Phaze Doubt	1st 90	Ace

Anthony, Piers/Margoff	The Ring	1st 68	Ace   
Anthony, Piers	Mute	1st 81	Avon
Anthony, Piers/Coulson	But What of Earth	76 Oct	Laser
Anhtony, Piers/Hall	Pretender	1st 85	Tor
Anthony, Piers	Rings Of Ice	 2nd 88	Avon
Anthony, Piers	Triple Detente	?

Anthony, Piers	Chthon	1st 82	Berkley
Anthony, Piers	Phthor	1st 82	Berkley
Anthony, Piers	Macroscope	1st 66	Avon
Anthony, Piers	Prostho Plus	1st 86	Tor
Anthony, Piers	Race Against Time	1st 85
Anthony, Piers	Sos The Rope	2nd 76	Corgi
Anthony, Piers	Battle Circe	3rd 75	Avon

------------------------------

Date: 20 Aug 91 07:55:21 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Re: Xenogenesis series by Octavia Butler - what is it?

ericsa@microsoft (Eric SASSAMAN) writes:
>What are the books in Octavia Butler's "Xenogenesis" series?

   _Dawn_
   _Adulthood Rites_
   _Imagio_

With more than enough room for more to come.

Dave Schaumann
dave@cs.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Aug 91 16:22:44 GMT
From: ddl683@sarah.albany.edu (Pud Wud)
Subject: Re: Xenogenesis series by Octavia Butler - what is it?

ericsa@microsoft.UUCP (Eric SASSAMAN) writes:
> What are the books in Octavia Butler's "Xenogenesis" series? I picked up
> _Imago_ without realizing it was part of a series. Any comments on the
> series as a whole?

I've read DAWN and ADULTHOOD RITES and enjoyed them both.  I've yet to see
IMAGO in a bookstore, but when I do I'll pick it up.

I really empathize with Butler's premise - that hierarchy is humanity's
"fatal flaw."  Some may not accept this, and so not enjoy these books as
much.  But the storyline and main characters are good enough to make
reading them fun regardless of your social theories.  Her supporting
characters are pretty weak though.

Derek L.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Aug 91 09:00:10 GMT
From: repnomar@leland.stanford.edu (Janet M. Lafler)
Subject: Re: Xenogenesis series by Octavia Butler - what is it?

ericsa@microsoft.UUCP (Eric SASSAMAN) writes:
>What are the books in Octavia Butler's "Xenogenesis" series? I picked up
>_Imago_ without realizing it was part of a series. Any comments on the
>series as a whole?

I think someone has mentioned this already, but the books are _Dawn_,
_Adulthood Rites_ and _Imago_.

I love the series, but it's definitely hard going emotionally.  Butler sets
up a situation in which there are no easy answers, and her books in general
are extremely painful.  One of the primary things she writes about is the
process of making painful decisions, particularly decisions about freedom
and control over one's body and destiny vs. the opportunity for love,
closeness, security, etc.  She also writes extraordinarily well about
confronting "the other" in many guises.

I think that _Imago_ is the best of the trilogy, and it's worth reading the
other two to get to it.

Janet
repnomar@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Aug 91 13:44:43 GMT
From: hobbit@ac.dal.ca (C. Roald.)
Subject: What Entropy Means to Me

I recently read Effinger's WHAT ENTROPY MEANS TO ME.

I was expecting it to be silly and irreverent and fun.

It turned out to be tedious and so contrived that I'm convinced the entire
thing was a massive reference/allegory to something I didn't get.

So, you sf/literary-type experts out there, what did I miss?

Roald

------------------------------

Date: 20 Aug 91 20:09:14 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: What Entropy Means to Me

hobbit@ac.dal.ca (C. Roald.):
>I recently read Effinger's WHAT ENTROPY MEANS TO ME...
>It turned out to be tedious and so contrived that I'm convinced the 
>entire thing was a massive reference/allegory to something I didn't get.
>
>So, you sf/literary-type experts out there, what did I miss?

Did you give the carrot allegory sufficient thought?

You did?  What a waste of time!  Yes, it was tedious and contrived.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Aug 91 19:38:00 GMT
From: CORMACBW@snycenva.bitnet (Barbara Cormack)
Subject: Kurtz

In reference to recent discussion about Katherine Kurtz, people may be
interested to know that Katherine has actually founded a Christian order
called the Order of St. Michael.  Those who belong are generally known as
Michaelines, and they gather at such events as Esotericon and Ecumenicon.
For a Kurtz novel with a slightly different orientation, I recommend
_Lammas Night_.  A new view on the old theme of sacred (and sacrificial)
rulership.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Aug 91 20:37:37 GMT
From: ICNEW@asuacad.bitnet
Subject: Re: Kurtz

YES! I love Kurtz and her books are great. Have you read the Adapt?  It
doesn't mention if another book will be written after The Adapt, but the
ending does suggest the start of a new series.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Aug 91 23:56:10 GMT
From: maneesh@leland.stanford.edu (maneesh agrawala)
Subject: Julian May

Does anyone know if Julian May plans to continue the Metaconcert series.
Although I thought it was not as good as the Saga of the Pliocene exile I
would like to see more books in this series.

Maneesh

------------------------------

Date: 19 Aug 91 14:08:57 GMT
From: rcharbon@athena.mit.edu (Ray Charbonneau)
Subject: Re: Man-Kzin Wars IV

mattel@auto-trol.com (Matt Telles) writes:
> About N-Space...  Is it worth buying?  What's in it that I don't already
> have?  (Yes, I have everything he has put out to date including Fallen
> Angels.  I don't want to hear it.)

New material- intros to stories and excerpts, many introductions, some
fannish material, a Citizens Space Advisory Board article, and a story set
in the Smoke Ring.  Still, most of it you (and I) already have.  If you
have everything else, why wouldn't you want to remain complete?

I liked Fallen Angels.  So there.

Ray Charbonneau
rcharbon@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Aug 91 01:27:52 GMT
From: microsoft!ericsa@beaver.cs.washington.edu (Eric SASSAMAN)
Subject: _Gold Coast_ by Kim Stanley Robinson - comments?

Any opinions on Kim Stanley Robinson's _Gold Coast_? I've read _The Wild
Shore_, the first of the series, which I was extremely impressed with, and
I've heard that the third, _Pacific Edge_ was excellent as well. What about
_Gold Coast_?

Eric Sassaman
Microsoft OS/2 Systems Support

------------------------------

Date: 20 Aug 91 04:55:55 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: _Gold Coast_ by Kim Stanley Robinson - comments?

ericsa@microsoft.UUCP (Eric SASSAMAN) says:
>Any opinions on Kim Stanley Robinson's _Gold Coast_? 

"The Gold Coast" is great.  It's a coming-of-age story, a sad love letter
to Orange County, and an (apprently realistic) depiction of the military
aerospace industry.  It's well-written and full of characters you will
recognize.  "Pacific Edge" is a tour de force, in a way - it plays a fairly
amazing trick on the reader.  "The Gold Coast" is a more straightforward
narrative, but very satisfying.  Both are miles above "The Wild Shore" (a
book a love, don't mistake me); Robinson's learned a lot since then, and
TGC and PE are more confident, more sharply observed and better-written.
All three share places and characters, even though they don't take place in
the same histories.  Reading them together really strengthens the impact.

Let me plug Robinson's most recent publication (I think), "A Short Sharp
Shock", which is a very strange novella about a world which is one narrow
peninsula thousands of miles long.  It's published in a Tor Double with
Jack Vance's "The Dragon Masters" (also rather strange, imho).  "A Short
Sharp Shock" is reminiscent of Gene Wolfe's "Book of the New
Sun" - compressed, exotic imagery and inexplicable events.

A new KSR book is due out from Tor soon called "Remaking History".  Anyone
know when?

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Aug 91 14:47:21 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: _Gold Coast_ by Kim Stanley Robinson - comments?

ericsa@microsoft.UUCP (Eric SASSAMAN) writes:
>Any opinions on Kim Stanley Robinson's _Gold Coast_? I've read _The Wild
>Shore_, the first of the series, which I was extremely impressed with, and
>I've heard that the third, _Pacific Edge_ was excellent as well. What
>about _Gold Coast_?

   Considered as a Kim Stanley Robinson book, 'Gold Coast' is not as
satisfactory to me as the other two books in the series.  As just another
SF book, it's OK. The problem I had with GC was perhaps not a valid one;
his future didn't seem much different from our present, except that there
was more urban sprawl and the economy was very much tied to defense
industries, more so than now. Now, GC was *supposed* to be the 'what if we
keep on the way we are now' book in the trilogy, so maybe my gripe is
invalid.  Perhaps to have the effect he wanted, it had to feel like '1988,
but louder'. I just expected more change in tastes and pointless gadgets.
Music today is different from music thirty years ago, for example, but his
GC society seems to have stagnated creatively (And again, that's probably
the whole point). Hmmmph.

   'Pacific Edge' is, on the other hand, bloody wonderful. Trees should
thank God that they get cut down to make books like PE. It is one of the
very few interesting utopian novels I've read.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 21 Aug 91 08:53:02 GMT
From: repnomar@leland.stanford.edu (Janet M. Lafler)
Subject: Re: _Gold Coast_ by Kim Stanley Robinson - comments?

ericsa@microsoft.UUCP (Eric SASSAMAN) writes:
>Any opinions on Kim Stanley Robinson's _Gold Coast_? I've read _The Wild
>Shore_, the first of the series, which I was extremely impressed with, and
>I've heard that the third, _Pacific Edge_ was excellent as well. What
>about _Gold Coast_?

I think that _The Gold Coast_ is the best of the three.  In addition, I
think the enjoyment of any one of the books increases greatly if you've
read the others; that's because there are certain themes, scenes and
characters which appear in different guises in each of the books.  In each
case the resonance between the scene or character in one book and the scene
or character in the others forms an interesting counterpoint.

In this trilogy, the whole is definitely greater than the sum of its parts.

Janet
repnomar@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Aug 91 15:27:07 GMT
From: sluder@laser1.engr.utk.edu (John C. Sluder)
Subject: Re: Book Title

randi@sporty.col.oh.us (Randi Pollard) writes:
>   A young man, possibly a king or prince is held captive in a tower. He
>   escapes by removing threads from the linen napkins he gets with his
>   meals and weaving/braiding them into a rope.  The only other thing I
>   seem to remember is there was a hidden hole in the floor that had
>   something in it dealing with his lineage?
>
> Can you Name That Book?

It's been a while since I read it, but this reminds me of
_Eyes_of_the_Dragon_ by Stephen King.  Pardon me if I'm totally wrong.  :-)

John Carl Sluder
Graduate Research Assistant
Computer Vision and Robotics Research Laboratory
Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering
The University of Tennessee, Knoxville
sluder@laser1.engr.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Aug 91 19:02:59 GMT
From: june@lims03.lerc.nasa.gov (KARYN LYNN)
Subject: Re: Book Title

randi@sporty.col.oh.us (Randi Pollard) writes:
>   A young man, possibly a king or prince is held captive in a tower. He
>   escapes by removing threads from the linen napkins he gets with his
>   meals and weaving/braiding them into a rope.  The only other thing I
>   seem to remember is there was a hidden hole in the floor that had
>   something in it dealing with his lineage?
>
>Can you Name That Book?

Sounds like "Eye of the Tiger" (or Dragon I'm not certain) by Stephen King.
Pretty good book, I thought.

SPOILER

I don't remember exactly what it was in the hole, it might have been a
diary.  But anyway, it gave the prince some information about Flagg (the
King's aid, who murdered the King and imprisoned the prince).  It was
something along the lines of how Flagg had existed in the kingdom for ages,
spreading evil where ever he went, etc., etc.

Again, I liked the story, although some parts of it were a bit horrific for
a fairy tale.

Karyn

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		 Miscellaneous - Michael Whelan (3 msgs) &
                                 Conventions (2 msgs) & 
                                 @! Party at Chicon &
                                 Religion in SF (6 msgs) 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 91 20:37:47 GMT
From: scott@kong.cc.gatech.edu (Scott Coulter)
Subject: Re: Michael Whelan's art

J_DELANO@UNHH.UNH.EDU writes:
>Also, a friend said Whelan was really stuck up.  Anyone have any info
>about this?

Can't say first-hand; the only relevant info I've heard is that, after
winning the Hugo for best professional artist 4 straight years, he withdrew
from the running the following year to let someone else win for a change.
This could either be interpreted as generosity, or stuck-up-ness (i.e.,
"...of course I'll win again next year, I've won 4 years in a row, haven't
I?")

If I'm not mistaken, he's now won the pro. artist Hugo 6 times.  Quite an
impressive record, I'd say.  Not sure how the other artists feel about
that, though...

Scott D. Coulter
Georgia Tech Software Research Center
scott@cc.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Aug 91 19:42:46 GMT
From: marc@ekhomeni.austin.ibm.com (Marc Wiz)
Subject: Re: Michael Whelan's art

J_DELANO@UNHH.UNH.EDU writes:
> I have Whelan's _Worlds of Wonder_ (the $25.00 book).  I was hoping for
> more art, and I heard about his _Wonderworks_ which was published some
> time ago.  One its cover is the cover to _The White Dragon_ which is also
> in _WoW_.  I was wondering how much overlap there is and if it's worth
> the $12 or so.  I'm primarily interested in his older stuff, anyway, so
> it doesn't bother me that the book is ten years or so old.
>
> Also, a friend said Whelan was really stuck up.  Anyone have any info
> about this?

Is "Wonderworks" still in print and readily available?  If so I would like
the appropriate ordering information.

As far as stuck up is concerned, I bought a print of the cover from
"Foundation's Edge" at the '84 WorldCon and he signed it for me.  He wasn't
stuck up then and seemed quite a friendly.

Then again he could have changed in seven years.

Anyone know if he is going to be at ChiCon?

And anyone know if there is going to be a net party at the con?

Marc Wiz
marc@aixwiz.austin.ibm.com 
uunet!cs.utexas.edu!ibmchs!auschs!ekhomeni.austin.ibm.com!marc

------------------------------

Date: 8 Aug 91 12:30:25 GMT
From: lmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com (Laurie Mann)
Subject: Re: Michael Whelan's art

marc@ekhomeni.austin.ibm.com (Marc Wiz) writes:
> As far as stuck up is concerned, I bought a print of the cover from
> "Foundation's Edge" at the '84 WorldCon and he signed it for me.  He
> wasn't stuck up then and seemed quite a friendly.
> 
> Then again he could have changed in seven years.

Michael is a very nice, very busy, very talented, a trifle shy kind of guy.
I don't know him all that well, but I don't think he's changed all that
much.

I've known him slightly since the late '70s.  My most vivid memory of him
was nine years ago at Chicon.  We scoped out a room where Jim Henson was
about to give a press conference, and were both DYING to meet him.  We
talked about the influence Henson was having on our (then) very young
daughters.

In general, I've found pro artists, particularly folks like Whelan, David
Cherry, Rick Sternbach, David Mattingly, Lori and David Deitrick, and Jim
Gurney to be a great bunch of folks.  A FEW have become incredibly stuck
up. but most most are just great.  The pro artists seem to have the
strongest sense of community in the SF community.

Many fan artists are also great folks (especially Merle Insinga, Peggy
Ranson, Stu Shiffman, Alexis Gilliland and Joe Mayhew), but there seems to
be a higher idiot percentage in this group.  I think these folks tend to be
in it more for the egoboo.  A few have little-to-no talent, and seem to
think that they are hot stuff.

> And anyone know if there is going to be a net party at the con?

I HOPE it's Saturday night against the Masquerade....

Laurie_MannVOS@vos.stratus.com
lmann%jjmhome@m2c.m2c.org

------------------------------

Date: 15 Aug 91 09:16:11 GMT
From: ma894222@lv.levels.unisa.edu.au
Subject: Confictionary - a conference down under

ANNOUNCING A CONFERENCE TO BE HELD DOWN UNDER:

			      CONFICTIONAIRY
		       a multi media s.f. conference

Guest of Honor: George Turner - internationally acclaimed Sci Fi author,
   described as "an Australian Asimov".  Winner of many international
   literary awards.

Fan Guest of Honor: Yvonne Rousseau. (Don't say "who?" :-) )

What's on I hear you ask?

For the gaming types:
 Advanced Dungeons and Dragons tournament

 Freeform (a live roleplaying game where players are given an identity and
   have to act, react, talk, bargain, beg, fight, and, if need be die like
   their assigned character)

For the literary types:
 Literary Workshops (where you can learn how to write short compositions)

 Short Story Competition (stories no longer than 250 words)

 Art Show (all pieces of art relating to s.f. & fantasy)

For the lazy types:
 24-hr Videos (many old and new programs that you may have watched as a kid)
  (If you are attending this convention and would like to see a particular
   show, please write to Confictionairy at the address at the end.)

For the argumentative types:
 Panels, Panels, and more Panels...(e.g. Dr Who, Sci-Fi, Star Trek)

For the Party Animal types:
 A Banquet to be held on Friday 6th of September at the Hotel Adelaide.
 Theme: Ripley's cross-time saloon...A meeting place for space and time
   travelers and anyone they've picked up from different time zones.
   (Dress as any character or in formal gear please. Prizes awarded for
   best costume !)

Where?: Hotel Adelaide,
        corner Brougham Place and O'Connell street, North Adelaide
        South Australia, Australia

When?: 6th - 8th September, 1991

Why?:  All proceeds to go to the Guide Dogs of South Australia for the
       blind. Which, everybody must agree, is a very worthwhile charity!!!

For more information or enquiries, please write to:

   CONFICTIONAIRY
   ALAN OGDEN
   P/O BOX 428
   PROSPECT 5082

------------------------------

Date: 20 Aug 91 21:13:00 GMT
From: HUMPHRIES@SOC.DECNet (HUMPHRIES)
Subject: Conventions: Wiscon 16 Party at Chicon

				 WISCON 16
				 March 6-8
				   1992
			   Holiday Inn Southeast
				MADISON, WI

Guest of Honor: TRINA ROBBINS and Someone Else TBA

JAMES TIPTREE JR. MEMORIAL AWARD PRESENTATION

FEMINISM and SCIENCE FICTION

ROOM PARTY at CHICON: The World Science Fiction Convention

TRINA ROBBINS: Trina has been active in the underground comics scene since
the late 1960's. She recently edited a pro-choice benefit anthology for the
National Organization of Women entitled _CHOICES_. She draws "California
Girls" for Ecilpse Comics, and authored several graphic novels including a
version of Tanith Lee's _The Silver Metal Lover_.

JAMES TIPTREE JR. MEMORIAL AWARD: At last year's Wiscon GoH Pat Murphy
bemoned the lack of a SF award named for a woman, since we have Hugos, two
Campbells, a Stoker and even a Dick. She suggested an award named for the
pseudonym of the late Alice Sheldon - James Tiptree Jr., and that the award
be financed by bake sales at conventions.

In 1992 the plan comes to fruition. Wiscon proudly hosts the first James
Tiptree Jr. Memorial Award presentation Saturday evening after the banquet.

FEMINISM and SF: Wiscon was originaly organized to be a forum for feminism
and women's issues in SF and Fantasy. We are proud to continue that
tradition. One track of programming is devoted to women's issues. There
will be other attractions such as the video room, a Friday night dance, and
a hall costume contest.

HALL COSTUMING: A secret cabal of judges will mingle with members in the
halls, parties and con-suite to search for the best hall costumes.

MASQURADE: Costuming Expert Giovonii Fregni and Guests will judge the
Saturday Afternoon Masqurade.

DRY CON SUITE: People really like the dry con-suite. We're keeping it. The
Pilsner Pub will be open most of the convention with a selection of
cocktails and regional beers.

THE BAKERY MEN DON'T SEE: Jeanne Gomoll and Diane Martin edited this
cookbook proceeds from which will go to the Tiptree award fund. Recipies
and baking anecdotes from over 30 writers and fans covering everything from
nano-cheesecakes to chocolate chip cookies with cayenne pepper. The book
will be availiable for sale at Chicon.

THE CHICON ROOM PARTY: Saturday Evening (see the party monolith for room
and time) we host a room party where you can meet the concom, preregister,
buy treats featured in the _THE BAKERY MEN DON'T SEE_, and get your own
copy of the cookbook. Former Wiscon GoH's might just drop by as well. Watch
the Masqurade on the Hyatt's inhouse cable at the party.

HUCKSTERS: For more information, contact the Wiscon address (below)

ART SHOW: Contact us.

WISCON 16
Box 1624
MADISON, WI 53703-1624

Electronic Mail: humphrie@vms.wisc.edu (put WISCON in subject line and
include your USmail address) No huckster's or art show questions please.

Look for WISCON concom members at CHICON's registration desk. We'll wear
WISCON t-shirts.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Aug 91 07:23:46 GMT
From: woodsb@helios.ecn.purdue.edu (Brent L. Woods)
Subject: Friends Don't Let Friends Host @ Parties...

   I've been reading news lately, and thinking (no, the two aren't
incompatible).  In the past several days since I started listing people who
would be at Chicon and were interested in attending an @ party, I've seen a
pretty fair response.  Unfortunately, I haven't seen any discussion (let
alone plans) on actually having a party.

   I know that there's interest, so I'm going to start things off.  I have
a room in the Hyatt (the headquarters hotel), and I volunteer (I'll
probably regret this :-) ) to host the @ party.  Yep, the @ party now has a
home.  I'm not about to tackle this on my own, though.  I'm willing to
supply a few 2 liter bottles of soft drinks and some munchies out of my
(all too limited) con budget.  Beyond that, I ask for help.  Let's make the
party BYOB for those that want alcoholic beverages.  Also, anyone who wants
to contribute to the food or drinks will be gleefully welcomed (nothing
fancy - a 2 liter bottle of your favorite carbonated beverage [hint: I
refuse to buy diet drinks], a bag of chips, some dip maybe, stuff like
that).  Anyone who's willing to show up a half hour early or so to help
with serving will be well regarded too.  ;-)

   Okay, Eager Young Space Cadets ( ;-) ), that's a start.  Any
suggestions?  Any questions, comments, or war stories?  ;-) Any ideas on
when to have the party.  I believe that the Hugo presentation is on Sunday,
so Saturday night sounds like a good time to me.  Is there a better one
that I haven't thought of?

Brent Woods
4419 Myrtle Grove Dr.
Indianapolis, IN  46236
+1 (317) 895-8690 (voice)
woodsb@gn.ecn.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Aug 91 13:50:44 GMT
From: wlinden@panix.com (Will Linden)
Subject: Re: Catholicism in SF

klaus@diku.dk (Klaus Ole Kristiansen) writes:
>I don`t remember the title or author, but I once read a short story about
>a jesuit priest who was also a geologist. It took place in the near
>future. Some aliens had been contacted by radio. These aliens only very
>occasionally sent something interesting (such as geological data about
>their planet) just to keep us listening.  Most of the time they just send
>religious propaganda. Our hero then starts a project of sending back
>questions about obscure points of the alien religious doctrine. The point
>of the story is that the Society of Jesus has a lot of experience with
>that kind of thing.

 Since this is the second query: This is "The Word to Space" by Poul
Anderson. (Perhaps the original publication was under his "Winston P.
Sanders" pseudonymn.) The priest is Fr. James Moriarty, and there is a
passing mention of his.... "black-sheep" ancestor.

Will Linden
Internet: wlinden@panix.com
UUCP: ...cmcl2!panix!wlinden

------------------------------

Date: 18 Aug 91 13:57:02 GMT
From: wlinden@panix.com (Will Linden)
Subject: Re: Religion in SF (was: Catholicism in SF)

smith@ctron.com (Larry Smith) writes:
>I thought the Cathodians were a tad "unbelievable" but I don't know how
>new orders come into being.  When Catholic priests are used in SF, do the
>authors often mention their order?  Do they used established orders or new
>ones, like Stasheff did?

 Father Carmody is a monk of the Order of St. Jairus.
 Barnes has numerous new orders mentioned in SIN OF ORIGIN, as well as
canonizing Dorothy Day as "St. Dorothy of Brooklyn".
 And (Heh, he! here he comes again!) there are the Children of the Mind of
Christ in (Brace yourself!) SPEAKER FOR THE DEAD!

>The religion many people (human and not) believed in in Alan Dean Foster's
>Commonwealth books sounds like Catholicism might have been a part of it.
>I recall someone in one of the books going to some sort of church or this
>religion, it sounded like a real mix, and was relatively light on divine
>revelation.  Has Foster expounded at any length on his future/religious
>ideas?

  There is a bit more in the novel on the Human-Thranx first contact. I see
no resemblance to any "church" in existence, except perhaps Unitarian.

Will Linden
Internet: wlinden@panix.com
UUCP: ...cmcl2!panix!wlinden

------------------------------

Date: 18 Aug 91 12:36:06 GMT
From: apm935b@vaxc.cc.monash.edu.au
Subject: Re: Catholicism in SF

smith@ctron.com (Larry Smith) writes:
> What do people think of the story (whose name escapes me) with the padre
> of the order of St. Somebody of the Vidicon?  I've been trying to recall
> this story from my library, but I can't remember any more than that.

 This is from "The Warlock Unlocked" from Chritopher Stasheff's "Warlock In
Spite of Himself" series. The Saint refered to is St. Vidicon of Cathode, a
Jesuit who uses himself as a resistor so the the Pope can broadcast to the
world. Several of this series refer to the Church, usually in a positive
light. "Unlocked" and "The Warlock Heretical" both deal with the separation
of the Church and State: quite interesting reading, even if the plots are a
little too similar.

> Any other stories dealing with the Catholic Church in the future?
> What do you think of them?

  The Church shows up in lots of books set in the future. "The Mote in
God's Eye" and "Rendezvous with Rama" spring to mind immediately. I don't
suppose I need offer thoughts on these two.
  There is even a priest (might be an ex-priest now) who's written a couple
of SF novels, with the Church at the centre. The only one I've actually
read involved a priest playing a computer fantasy game that became real and
the trouble he had as "God" getting everything to work out right (OK, not
really about the Church, but worthwhile reading). I think his name is
Andrew Greerly, or something like that.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Aug 91 19:40:26 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: Religion in SF (was: Catholicism in SF)

wlinden@panix.com (Will Linden) writes:
>  There is a bit more in the novel on the Human-Thranx first contact. I
>see no resemblance to any "church" in existence, except perhaps Unitarian.

Nor Crystal Tears.

BTW in what sense is the humanx united church a church?

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Aug 91 23:20:32 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Subject: Re: Religion in SF (was: Catholicism in SF)

hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry) writes:
>BTW in what sense is the humanx united church a church?

The Church of the Indifferent Agnostic on the human side united with some
Thranx church (I forget what it was called, and I could be wrong about the
CotIA, of course).

A church is anything that wants to call itself a church; anything else
starts having the state define what is an acceptable religion, which is
something I would rather not see, thank you.

Sean Eric Fagan
sef@kithrup.COM

------------------------------

Date: 19 Aug 91 02:47:41 GMT
From: djheydt@garnet.berkeley.edu
Subject: Re: Catholicism in SF

apm935b@vaxc.cc.monash.edu.au writes:
>  There is even a priest (might be an ex-priest now) who's written a
>couple of SF novels, with the Church at the centre. The only one I've
>actually read involved a priest playing a computer fantasy game that
>became real and the trouble he had as "God" getting everything to work out
>right (OK, not really about the Church, but worthwhile reading). I think
>his name is Andrew Greerly, or something like that.

Andrew Greeley, who is still a priest so far as I know.  He used to write
real neat essays in the religion column of the local paper (syndicated from
somewhere or other).  Now he writes novels.  He has written one fantasy and
one sf to my knowledge, the others are what we can loosely call mainstream.
They sell extremely well: they contain your basic mainstream novel's share
of sex and violence, and I suppose there are those who go for S&V and think
it's even more exciting if written by a priest, even though he always
manages to come out on the side of the good guys in the end, by pointing
out how misuse of S&V is not good for you.  He makes quite a bundle off
these things, all of which he donates to worthy causes.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************
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Today's Topics:

			      Books - Lindsay

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 21 Aug 91 07:50:00 GMT
From: loos@frodo.mgh.harvard.edu (William D.B. Loos)
Subject: David Lindsay book list   (LONG)

Awhile ago I requested information about David Lindsay, the author of _A
Voyage to Arcturus_ : had he written any other books?  If so, what were
they?  And *how* were they?  The summary of responses, plus additions,
follows; it consists of: responders; introduction; bibliography; secondary
source bibliography; general (including biographical) information; and
separate sections on each novel containing such information as is
available.  This is more than just a bald listing of books - the obscurity
of the author and most of his work make it difficult to find out anything
about him, so for the benefit of anyone who's interested I've included such
other information as I've been able to find.  In the sections on the novels
I've relied on the experiences of the responders where possible.  Nobody
seems to have read a couple of them, though, so in these cases I've
included somewhat lengthy quotes from a secondary source which I came
across after my original post.  Remarks not specifically attributed are by
myself; editorial comments embedded in remarks by others are marked
"[WDBL]".

Thanks are due to the following responders:

   ecm20685@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (Dai)
   daved@westford.ccur.com (Dave Davis)
   Elworthy@europarc.xerox.com (David Elworthy)
   e343mh@tamuts.tamu.edu (Michael Hand)
   wlinden@msb.com (Will Linden)
   tlundgre@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Timothy J Lundgren)
   law015@aberdeen.ac.UK ("F.LYALL")
   sappenc@ctrvax.vanderbilt.edu (Carlin Sappenfield)
   whit@milton.u.washington.edu (John Whitmore)

In my original posting I wrote:

>One day in a bookstore I browsed through a book of the best-SF-novels-of-
>all-time sort.  It had not only _Voyage To Arcturus_ listed as the entry
>for 1920 but also a second Lindsay novel as the entry for 1922, a novel
>which apparently was received very coldly.  I think I remember that the
>second one was also of the fantasy or dream-adventure type.

Since I didn't remember the name of either the reference work or the second
Lindsay novel, I appealed to the net.  By one of those coincidences, during
the last few weeks that same reference work was issued in paparback.  It
turns out that it was _Fantasy: The 100 Best Books_ , by James Cawthorn and
Michael Moorcock.  Astonishingly, in a list that contains the likes of
Swift, Mary Shelley, Poe, and William Morris ("pre-SF era") and Lovecraft,
Vance, Poul Anderson, Tolkien, and Le Guin ("SF-era"), Lindsay is one of a
handful who made the list twice.  This may be because one of the authors
(Cawthorn) has a specific affinity for him.  From the Introduction: "To
keep abreast of the torrent of dragons, unicorns, mages, and moody swords
sluicing through the bookstores is impossible; ...  An immensely helpful
side-effect of the boom has been the resurrection of such rarities as
Lindsay's _A Voyage to Arcturus_, _The Haunted Woman_ , and the novels of
William Hope Hodgson."  _The Haunted Woman_ was the second Lindsay novel
which I couldn't remember.

Bibliography:

   [Assembled from the responses supplemented by Books in Print and the
   Gary K. Wolfe reference (see the secondary bibliography below).  Notes
   about what is and isn't in print is based on Books in Print and
   therefore are *NOT RELIABLE* - that is, if a book is not listed there it
   is almost certainly out of print, but if it is it's anybody's guess.
   They also have trouble with different authors of the same name.  The
   entry on David Lindsay, for example, contains works by at least three
   David Lindsay's - one is our David Lindsay and the other two are a 15th
   century Scottish poet (whose name is actually spelled Lyndsay) and a
   late 19th century British aristocrat.  The books listed below are the
   only ones by the author of _Voyage to Arcturus_.  Also, comments about
   what's in or out of print apply only to American editions. ]

  A Voyage to Arcturus.  London: Methuen, 1920.  Reprints: London:
    Gollancz, 1946, 1963, 1968; New York: Macmillan, 1963; New York:
    Ballantine, 1968, 1973 [paperback]; Boston: Gregg Press, 1977
    [photographic reprint of 1st edition]; New York: Citadel Press, 1985.
    The Citadel edition (ISBN 0-8065-0944-9) is the only one still in
    print.

    Introductions to various editions of _Arcturus_ :

      - Visiak, E.H.  Gollancz, 1963 edition.  Gary K. Wolfe: "Repeats many
        of the ideas of Visiak's 1940 essay." [see secondary bibliography
        below]

      - Eisley, Loren.  Macmillan, 1963 edition.  Gary K. Wolfe: "This
        brief introduction, reprinted in the Ballantine edition of the
        novel, is sympathetic but misleading, and contains factual errors."
        In another place he calls it "earnest" but "often erroneous".  The
        Elflandsson Introduction [see below] is also critical of Eisley.

      - Mensing, Van A.  Gregg Press, 1977 edition.  Gary K. Wolfe: "The
        most complete exposition to date of the debt _Arcturus_ owes to
        Nietzsche."

      - Elflandsson, Galad.  "David Lindsay and the Quest for Muspel-fire",
        Introduction to the 1985 Citadel Press edition.
          Timothy J Lundgren writes: This is a brief biography of Lindsay,
        and a quick interpretation of _Voyage_. ...  In the Intro,
        Elflandsson takes a swipe at Loren Eisley, as follows: "_Arcturus_
        is seemingly filled with contradictions, and though Lindsay does
        not _seek_ to confuse us, neither does he intend that we have an
        easy time of it.  Maskull's confusion _must_ be our confusion,
        unless we are quick enough to recognize the one symbol in
        _Arcturus_ that will allow us to discard illusion as we encounter
        it.  Loren Eisley, in his much maligned introduction to the
        Ballantine edition of _Arcturus_, failed to grasp this symbol's
        full significance and so was unable to interpret the book as
        anything more than a fragmentary melange of Lindsay's perceptions.
        Lindsay's indicator is the 'vulgar, sordid, bestial grin' seen on
        the face of the apparition Krag has 'murdered.' " He goes on to
        argue that whenever that grin appears Lindsay is "symbolically
        rejecting the beliefs and morality of that being's life."  In
        short, it is not a particularly brilliant piece of work ...
          [ Maskull is the protagonist in _Arcturus_ ; Krag is a secondary
        character, albeit an important one.  WDBL]

  The Haunted Woman.  London: Methuen, 1922.  Reprints: London: Gollancz,
    1964; Hollywood: Newcastle (Forgotten Fantasy Series), 1975, 1980;
    Hollywood: Newcastle (Forgotten Fantasy Series), 1975 [paperback];
    Trafalger Sq: David & Charles, 1988 [paperback].  The Newcastle
    hardcover (ISBN 0-89370-503-9), Newcastle paperback (ISBN
    0-87877-103-4), and David & Charles paperback (ISBN 0-86241-162-9) are
    all in print.

  Sphinx.  London: John Long, 1923.  Reprints: London: Xanadu, 1988; New
    York: Carroll and Graf, Inc. 1988.  The Carroll and Graf edition is
    still in print (ISBN 0-88184-416-0).

  The Adventures of M. de Mailly.  First edition: London: Melrose, 1926;
    Reprint [as Blade for Sale]: New York: McBride, 1927.  Not reprinted
    since as far as I've been able to learn.

  Devil's Tor.  London: Putnam's, 1932.  Reprint: New York: Arno Press,
    1978, Reginald, R. & Melville, D. eds.  The Arno edition is in print
    (ISBN 0-405-10995-4) but the list price is prohibitive ($40.00).

  The Violet Apple and The Witch.  Ed. J.B. Pick.  Chicago: Chicago Review
    Press, 1976.  Reprint: London: Sidgwich & Jackson, 1978.  out-of-print.

  Sketch Notes for a New System of Philosophy.  Unpublished; in Scottish
    National Library.

Secondary Source Bibliography:

   [Taken partly from the responses and mostly from the Wolfe reference
   (the fourth item below), and thus contains no items later than 1982.
   Books (when devoted exclusively to Lindsay) have been listed first.  The
   annotations following certain entries if not otherwise attributed are
   from the Wolfe reference.  Essentially, this is the entire secondary
   source list from Wolfe plus additions.  Ordinarily this would not be
   feasible but Lindsay is sufficiently unknown that the list is quite
   short, considering how long ago he published. ]

  Sellin, Bernard.  _The Life and Works of David Lindsay, translated by
    Kenneth Gunnell.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1981.  The
    first scholarly biography of Lindsay and the longest sustained critical
    discussion of his works to date; originally a doctoral thesis at the
    Sorbonne.

  Wilson, Colin, E.H. Visiak, and J.B. Pick.  _The Strange Genius of David
    Lindsay_.  London: John Baker, 1970.  A collection of essays and
    reminiscences that is the major source of information on Lindsay, but
    contains little critical perspective.

  Wilson, Colin.  _The Haunted Man: The strange Genius of David Lindsay_.
    San Bernardino, Cal: Borgo Press, 1979.  With the exception of a brief
    new discussion of _The Haunted Woman_, essentially a reprint of
    Wilson's essay in _The Strange Genius of David Lindsay_.

  Wolfe, Gary K.  _David Lindsay_. (Starmont Reader's Guides to
    Contemporary Science Fiction and Fantasy Authors.)  Starmont House,
    1982.

  Amis, Kingsley.  "Adventures on a Distant Star" (rev. of _A Voyage to
    Arcturus_).  New York Times Book Review, 24 Nov 1963, p 60.  Some valid
    criticisms, but chiefly useful as an indication of the sort of reviews
    _Arcturus_ has consistently received.

  Cawthorn, James, and Michael Moorcock.  _Fantasy: The 100 Best Books_.
    New York: Carroll & Graf, 1991, pp 71-71 and 75-76.  They include
    _Arcturus_ and _The Haunted Woman_ as two of their 100.  [WDBL]

  Lewis, C.S.  "On Stories", in _Of Other Worlds_: Essays and Stories.  Ed.
    Walter Hooper.  New York: Harcourt, Brace, & World, 1966, pp 3-21.
    Contains a a brief discussion of _Arcturus_, praising it for its "lived
    dialectic".

  McClure, J. Derrick.  "_Devil's Tor_: A Rehabilitation of David Lindsay's
    'Monster'. "  _Extrapolation_, 21, 4 (Winter 1980), 367-378.

  McClure, J. Derrick.  " 'Purely as Entertainment?' _Adventures of
    Monsieur de Mailly_ as a Representative Work of David Lindsay."
    _Studies in Scottish Literature, 11 (1974), 226-236.  Argues that the
    deceptions and intrigue of _de Mailly_ are consistent with Lindsay's
    broader themes of illusion and self-deception; also briefly discusses
    other novels.

  Pick, J.B.  "The Work of David Lindsay." _Studies in Scottish Literature,
    1 (1964), 171-182.  General essay represents an early attempt to revive
    the study of Lindsay.

  Pohl, Joy. "Dualities in David Lindsay's _A Voyage to Arcturus_"
    _Extrapolation_, 22, 2 (Summer 1981), 164-170.

  Rabkin, Eric S. "Conflation of Genres and Myths in David Lindsay's _A
    Voyage to Arcturus_."  _The Journal of Narrative Technique_, 7 (1977),
    149-55.  Analyzes _A Voyage to Arcturus_ as a blending of
    science-fiction episodes and an overall fantasy structure that uses
    fantasy to extend science- fiction into the realm of serious myth.

  Rabkin, Eric S.  _The Fantastic in Literature_.  Princeton: Princeton
    University Press, 1976.  Discusses _Arcturus_ as an example of how
    'escape' literature may have a serious purpose.

  Russ, Joanna.  "Dream-Literature and Science Fiction."  _Extrapolation,
    11 (1969), 6-14.  Cites _Arcturus_ as an example of adolescent 'dream-
    literature', inferior to better science-fiction.

  Schofield, Jack. "Cosmic Imagery in _A Voyage to Arcturus_."
    _Extrapolation_, 13 (1972), 146-151.  Reply to Russ defends _Arcturus_
    and points out interesting parallels to Dante and others.

  Scholes, Robert, and Eric S. Rabkin.  _Science-Fiction: History, Science,
    Vision_.  New York: Oxford University Press, 1977.  pp. 207-212 discuss
    _Arcturus_ as a "representative" science-fiction novel.

  Visiak, E.H.  "The Arcturan Shadow."  _Notes and Queeries_, 178 (1940),
    225-227.  The earliest critical appreciation of Lindsay; draws Miltonic
    parallels.

  Wilson, Colin.  _Eagle and Earwig_.  London: John Baker, 1966.  A chapter
    on _Arcturus_ mostly recounts Wilson's experiences with the novel.

  Wolfe, Gary K. "David Lindsay and George MacDonald."  _Studies in
    Scottish Literature, 12 (1974), 131-145.  Argues for MacDonald's
    influence on Lindsay and notes parallels between their careers.

  Wolfe, Gary K. "Symbolic Fantasy." _Genre_, 8 (1975), 194-209. Places
    Lindsay in a tradition of symbolic, rather than allegorical, fantasy.

General Information:

Biographical summary: Lindsay was born in 1878 and was working as a clerk
  for Lloyd's of London by the turn of the century.  He was entirely
  self-taught, never having attended university; "this may account for the
  somewhat eclectic and idiosyncratic reading that influenced [him] ..."
  (Wolfe, p. 9).  He served in the British army during WWI without leaving
  England and in 1919 left Lloyd's to write.  His books were strikingly
  inventive but failed to attract an audience (_Arcturus_ sold 596 copies
  in the first printing while _Devil's Tor_ sold 650 copies).  As a result
  he was unable to publish anything after 1932 (though _Violet Apple and
  _Witch_ had been completed) nor would any publisher re-issue _Arcturus_.
  Thereafter he increasingly sank into isolation, depression, and penury,
  to eventually die in 1945.  Meanwhile _Arcturus_ was slowly achieving
  underground fame, pushed by (among others) C.S. Lewis, who was telling
  audiences at Merton College, Oxford, that Lindsay was "the real father of
  my planet books [i.e. Perelandra, etc.]".  The first re-issue of
  _Arcturus_ was in 1946.

tlundgre@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Timothy J Lundgren) writes:

    There is also a brief biography of Lindsay in Elflandsson's
  introduction.  He notes as influences on Lindsay: "the lonely, Highland
  hills, the music of Beethoven, ...Norse sagas, the novels of George
  MacDonald [another, and more important influence on C.S. Lewis and J.R.R.
  Tolkien], and the philosophical works of Schopenhauer and Nietzsche."
  Lindsay lived from 1878 to 1945, so he did not really die young.  He did
  not publish, however, after 1932.  Again Elflandsson: "Unable to support
  his family through writing, Lindsay finally succumbed to frustration and
  bitterness.  In his final years, he grew silent, reclusive, and careless
  of his health.  In fact, his fatalism was grown so great that he actually
  died from blood poisoning caused by the neglect of his rotting teeth!"
  [Note: the point about Lindsay's "not really" dying young was in response
  to my original post.  That particular piece of misinformation came from
  the Eisley Introduction.  WDBL]

Elworthy@europarc.xerox.com (David Elworthy) writes (referring to The
  Strange Genius of David Lindsay by Wilson et al.):

    This is a good and interesting book, not least for the insights it
  gives into Lindsay's life. One anecdote I remember concerns the cause of
  his death.  In his later years, he developed a morbid fear of dentists,
  and consequently when one of his teeth went bad he refused to have it
  attended to. The conse- quence of this was that he ended up with gangrene
  of the jaw, from which he died.  Sick? You bet.

whit@milton.u.washington.edu (John Whitmore) writes:

    His writing style is such that one keeps recalling scenes, seeking new
  insights.  I have found that it helps a LOT to discuss the work at length
  with a friend (reminds me of a movie, _El Topo_, in this regard).

ecm20685@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (Dai) writes:

    He was wildly unpopular, with good reason; most of his novels are bad
  novels without the philosophical force of "Arcturus".

More on sources: "We do know that he was fond of German metaphysics, the
  Norse sagas, historical works dealing with the Roman Empire, and personal
  memoirs of the eighteenth century ...  Of the authors that we know to
  have been represented in his library, those of particular interest
  include Goethe, Nietzshe, Schopenhauer, Emerson, Robert Louis Stevenson,
  Rider Haggard, and F. Max Muller's _Three Lectures on Vedanta
  Philosophy_.  But to regard these works as in any sense 'sources' for the
  phenomenal inventiveness of such works as _A Voyage to Arcturus_ would be
  misleading, for even in cases in which names or concepts are borrowed
  from earlier writers, Lindsay almost invariably altered the material in
  such a way as to make the detection of the original meanings treacherous
  at best."  (Wolfe, p. 11)

[Moderator's note: due to the length of this article, it has been split up
into two parts.  The second part will appear in the next Digest.]

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:
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Date: 21 Aug 91 07:50:00 GMT
From: loos@frodo.mgh.harvard.edu (William D.B. Loos)
Subject: David Lindsay book list   (LONG)

[Moderator's note: This is the second part of the article from the last
Digest.  This article discusses individual books by David Lindsay.]

A Voyage to Arcturus:

     This is the best-known and easiest to find of Lindsay's works.  It was
  accepted for publication in 1920 but 15,000 words had to be cut first, of
  which no trace now remains (Argh).  A brief description follows.
      The protagonist Maskull and his companions, Nightspore and Krag,
  journey to Tormance, a planet orbitting Arcturus (actually a double
  star), in a crystal torpedo.  (A piece of SF trivia is that the torpedo
  is an early FTL spaceship: powered by Arcturian "back rays", i.e. light
  which is attracted back to it's source, it makes the 100 light year
  journey in nineteen hours.)

  " ... As the ship speeds into interstellar space, Maskull falls into a
  profound sleep.  When he awakes, he is on Tormance, alone.  Nightspore,
  Krag, and the ship have vanished.
  " He begins his journey of self-discovery and, ultimately, self-negation
  across the bizarre landscapes of Tormance, under the punishing glare of
  the binary star's component suns, white Branchspell [Arcturus] and
  weirdly blue Alppain.  Already he has undergone the first of many
  metamorphoses, the growing and discarding of new organs with which to
  interpret his changing environment.  It is a metaphysical odyssey, an
  amazing voyage through inner space, into a world of abstractions embodied
  in living shapes. ...
  " ... it is not necessary to have ambitions of a trancendental kind to be
  enthralled by the fertility of Lindsay's imagination, the ever-changing
  landscapes of Tormance, the host of strange beings who help or hinder
  Maskull as he marches towards his ultimate metamorphosis.  The journey is
  sufficient in itself. "  (Cawthorn and Moorcock, pp 71-72)

     What has stayed with me is the strikingly original manner in which
  even minor details are rendered.  When presenting the landscape of
  Tormance Lindsay invents two new colors, "jale" and "ulfire".  He
  communicates the experience of seeing these colors by producing emotional
  analogues for red, blue, and yellow and then doing the same for jale and
  ulfire.  Many of his descriptions are filled with equally unusual
  metaphors.

The Haunted Woman:

  Cawthorn and Moorcock being their entry as follows (p. 75):

  " If Hillary, after climbing Everest, had returned to find that everyone
  had been looking the other way at the time, he might have felt as David
  Lindsay did after _A Voyage to Arcturus_ was published.  It was
  remaindered with less than 600 copies sold.  The mountain being too steep
  and the air too rarified for popular consumption, the only recourse was
  to descend to the plains.  Brighton and its environs formed the territory
  of his next novel, and his characters were recognizably denizens of the
  1920's.
  " _Arcturus_ had baffled and upset the critics, but they had admitted to
  being faced with something out of the ordinary.  By resorting to an
  outwardly conventional romantic entanglement between contemporary people,
  Lindsay sent them off in quite another, but equally wrong, direction.  He
  was not writing a ghost story or a tale of star-crossed lovers; at least,
  not in the way in which some of them interpreted it.
  " It is debatable whether the supernatural justification for the strange
  house in _The Haunted Woman_ is any more necessary than the crystal
  spaceship which took Maskull to Arcturus ... "

      And then they go on, in a synopsis, to indicate that there was just
  as much philosophizing in the background of _The Haunted Woman) as there
  was in _Arcturus_.

wlinden@msb.com (Will Linden) writes:

      My assessment: anyone expecting another ARCTURUS will be
  disappointed.  It has little of the Tormantic quality.

Elworthy@europarc.xerox.com (David Elworthy) writes:

      I've read the first two of the above [_Violet Apple and _Haunted
  Woman_].  They are both hard work and not very rewarding - a considerable
  disappoint- ment after _Voyage_. Both consist of dull stories about
  romantic assignations amongst the English middle classes of the 1920s,
  with a bit of supernatural stuff thrown in on top to keep the plot
  chuntering along. Read them if you like, but be prepared for a
  disappointment.  Having said that, they both do have moments where they
  come to life and you see some of the magic of _Voyage_ shining through.

Sphinx:

  ecm20685@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (Dai) writes:

      "Sphinx" was an entertaining but rather confused story of love
  triangles among the upper-middle class in a village in the South of
  England.  The only SF element is a fascinating dream-recorder which the
  protagonist is inventing.  While it will hardly win anyone's awards, it
  was well-written and ended with the usual Lindsayan death-glorification
  and philosophy.

The Adventures of M. de Mailly:

  Gary K. Wolfe (p. 57):

  " The charge of triviality has been more consistently and seriously
  brought to bear against the novel that Lindsay published three years
  after _Sphinx_.  _The Adventures of M. de Mailly_ (1926) is a complex
  account of social and political intrigues at the court of Louis the
  Fourteenth and is the only novel of Lindsay's to contain no element of
  fantasy.  Compared to Lindsay's other works, _de Mailly_ was relatively
  successful; in 1927, retitled _Blade for Sale_, it became the first of
  his works to appear in the United States.  Colin Wilson, J.B. Pick, and
  E.H. Visiak pretty generally dismiss the novel as a "potboiler" written
  solely as an entertainment and to raise money, but J. Derrick McClure ...
  makes an interesting case for regarding it as among the mainstream of
  Lindsay's writing.  McClure argues that the themes of illusion and
  self-deception, particularly in regard to social behavior, are as much a
  part of this novel as of Lindsay's fantasies - hence the setting in the
  court of Louis the Fourteenth, 'where social ceremonial was developed to
  a degree rarely surpassed.' [McClure, 1974] The novel consists of four
  episodes concerning an ingenious and witty courtier named de Mailly,
  whose complex schemes and whose understanding of people's capacity to be
  tricked by their own illusions enable him to survive in a world of
  unrelenting intrigue and betrayal.  The complex of false assumptions,
  mistaken identities, coincidences, cross-purposes, schemes, treacheries,
  and the like that go to make up the plot at once parody such authors as
  Dumas and raise their art to a level of remarkable ingenuity. "

Devil's Tor:

  Gary K. Wolfe (p. 47):

  " ... By the time Devil's Tor was published, Lindsay had not published a
  novel in more than five years and was becoming increasingly embittered
  about his failure to find an audience. This sense of failure is apparent
  in the novel: it is certainly the most uncompromising and difficult of
  all the works published during his lifetime, and much of this difficulty
  seems to arise from his lack of concessions to the reader.  The pacing of
  the novel is excruciatingly slow, the style often completely out of
  control, the characterizations harsh and unengaging, and the ideas obtuse
  and relentlessly detailed.  But the work is as rich in ideas as _A Voyage
  to Arcturus_, and if the reader approaches it as a philosophical
  disquisition rather than as as series of actions, it can be among the
  most rewarding and fascinating of Lindsay's books.

  " Lindsay's own account of the novel, written in a letter to his pub-
  lisher, provides a concise summary of what he was attempting:

          _Devil's Tor_ was conceived in a spirit of music ... To the
      curious in such matters I should have to refer _Devil's Tor_, as to
      its primary origins, not to any master of prose, living or dead, but
      to the tremendous creator of the Ninth Symphony.  The first movement
      of that work has generally been more or less in my head during the
      book's writing.  But the story's actual themes -- Fate made visible,
      the Great Mother, the mystic stones belonging to a world of other
      dimensions, the part of the Northern races in history, the
      supernatural bringing-together of a chosen pair for the uplifting of
      humanity, the purpose of the creation of the universes -- these
      belong not to one time or one mental birth, but have been built up of
      infinite darkness and confusion.  The eye caring to discern will see
      in them the evident traces of an astronomical parallax: by which I
      mean a progress of the story, not only from the first chapter to the
      last, but across the sky-space of thought itself.  [quoted by Pick in
      Wilson et. al., 1974, p. 28]

  It is apparent that Lindsay has chosen vast themes for his novel, and
  indeed he does treat of the purpose of the world, the nature of fate, the
  evolution of the human races, the origin of religions, and the function
  of art!  He has attempted to encompass all these themes and more in a
  story as simple on the surface as that of _The Haunted Woman_: the story
  of the discovery and eventual bringing together of two halves of a
  mystical stone which had been broken in distant antiquity.  "

The Violet Apple:

  Elworthy@europarc.xerox.com (David Elworthy) writes:

      I can't actually say very much about _The Violet Apple_: it's one of
  those books that obstinately refuses to stay fixed in my memory ... ;
  this means the descriptions that follows is probably very inaccurate[.]

      The plot, as far as I can remember it, involves two couples who come
  into possession of a family heirloom containing some seeds which are
  supposed to be from the tree of knowledge in the garden of Eden. The
  seeds are kept in a glass ornament, which gets broken early on in the
  book. They plant the seeds, and a tiny apple tree starts to grow, on
  which appears one (or two, I'm not sure) violet apples.  This takes
  places over the period of the middle part of the book, during which time,
  various tensions between the four main characters develop. Near the end,
  two of them - the man from one couple and the woman from the other - eat
  the apples, and gain an altered perception of the world, and in
  particular an altered perception of morality and moral imperatives. It's
  like _Arcturus_ in that the message is perhaps best appreciated in an
  intuitive and emotional way, rather than a rational one, which is perhaps
  why I find it hard to summarise the significant content of the book. It's
  more satisfying than _The Haunted Woman_, but far less so than
  _Arcturus_: the last two or three chapters have the same kind of
  concealed profoundness, but you have to wade through a lot before you
  arrive there.

The Witch:

  Gary K. Wolfe (p. 60):

  " _The Witch_ is almost as difficult to read as _Devil's Tor_, and like
  that earlier novel it is full of lengthy passages of introspection and
  meditation on the nature of love, both as a force within the world and a
  force for transcending the world; on the meaning and nature of the
  Ancient; on the role of the Ancient and the Great Mother in history and
  psychology; on the role of illusion in life; and so on.  More than that
  earlier novel, however, it shows that Lindsay's philosophy does not end
  with _A Voyage to Arcturus_, that the apparent process of world-negating
  that goes on in that novel was intended by its author to be merely a
  prelude to something else, that there was indeed a story yet to be told
  after Krag and Nightspore set off into the dark waters at the end of that
  novel.  In many ways, Lindsay's problem was not unlike Dante's in writing
  the Commedia: the Inferno is striking, dramatic, and relatively easy to
  portray; but paradise, the positive vision that follows the negative, is
  a far more difficult concept to explain.  "

End Note.

   As far as getting these books goes, it looks like _Arcturus_, _Haunted
Woman_, and _Sphinx_ would be easy; _Devil's Tor_ would be straightforward
if one were enamoured enough to spend the money; _The Violet Apple and The
Witch_ would require hitting the used bookstore circuit or doing an
out-of-print search; and _de Mailly_ almost impossible.  If it came to that
one's only recourse would probably be to just xerox a library copy, if one
could find a library that had one.  Widener Library at Harvard actually
does have one, but then, they like having a copy of every book ever
published.

William D.B. Loos
loos@frodo.mgh.harvard.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Aug 91 21:22:04 GMT
From: cbixler@math.ksu.edu (Christy Kincaid)
Subject: _Earth Abides_ by George Stewart

Hi all!

I just finished this 1949 book.  I don't remember ever seeing a discussion
on this book and thought now would be a good time to begin one.  I am VERY
interested in getting anyone else's opinion of this book and their reaction
to it.

For those who are unfamiliar with this book, the basic plot is this:

Almost the entire population of the Earth gets wiped out by a bacteria.  We
follow one survivor of this ordeal for the rest of his life.

Boy, that WAS basic. Anyway, I can't decide if I liked the book or not.  I
would recommend reading it though. I bought a copy from the Science Fiction
Book Club, for interested parties.

For me, this book was thought provoking. I say for me because all I ever
read is fluff that requires NO thought to finish. (I love Xanth and various
Star Trek novels and Pern.) Anyway, please post your opinions of _Earth
Abides_.

Christy Bixler Kincaid
KSU
Mathematics Department
cbixler@hilbert.math.ksu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Aug 91 00:06:05 GMT
From: Crawford_Kilian@mindlink.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian)
Subject: Re: _Earth Abides_ by George Stewart

Christy Kincaid has discovered George R. Stewart; welcome! Earth Abides is
a classic - by definition, a book that won't go away because it still has
something to say. I must have read it 3 or 4 times since the late 50s, and
always find something new in it. Stewart's basic premise is still valid;
Stephen King swiped it for The Stand. But where King had to hoke it up,
Stewart treats it simply and realistically. He makes some minor mistakes
(like trying to lug a motorcycle in the back of a station wagon!), and his
plague survivors are perhaps a little too decent and a little too
anti-literate, but his emerging culture hangs together. You may enjoy Storm
and Fire, which are mainstream novels about people dealing with natural
catastrophe - Storm, from the 1930s, may be the first time a storm got a
name from the meteorologists tracking it.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Aug 91 11:02:31 GMT
From: kleinj@jacobs.cs.orst.edu (Justin the Blue)
Subject: Re: _Earth Abides_ by George Stewart

I just "found" the book too, myself.  Came highly recommended by a friend
back in junior-high school, but never got round to reading it because I was
too busy discovering Larry Niven.  (Take that as you will).

I found it a difficult read at first.  I guess my brain's still not too
used to such philosophy.  I'm still pretty event oriented.  Or maybe it's
because I started it while reading Sucharitkul's High Inquest series.

I liked it because it's one of those books that seem to ask you to make
your own decisions about not only what the character(s) is (are) doing, but
seems to encourage you to put yourself in the situation and ask yourself
what you would do.  The style also was a new one...I've just found that I
don't usually read such intricate prose.  Maybe now I can do _On the
Beach_, which always used to bore me.

And the most delightful thing about this story of disaster is that it only
suggests the catastrophe, never details it.  The focus is on the battle of
the human against the evironment, and that too is a refreshing focus.

kleinj@jacobs.cs.orst.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

              Administrivia - Worldcon Program Available in Archives,
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                      Nightfall (3 msgs) & Requests (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Thu, 22 Aug 91 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Chicon (Worldcon) Program Schedule

Thanks to Bill Higgins, one of the program track managers for Chicon, I now
have a complete copy of the program online and available by anonymous ftp
to anyone who wants it.  This will allow those planning to attend the
convention next week the opportunity to see the program in advance and
schedule their time at the convention.

The following files are in the archives at elbereth.rutgers.edu in the
directory sfl:

worldcon.schedule.complete   [complete schedule ready for printing]
worldcon.schedule.thursday   [separate files for each day of the 
worldcon.schedule.friday      convention for those who are only
worldcon.schedule.saturday    planning to attend one or two days or
worldcon.schedule.sunday      for those that can't ftp the complete
worldcon.schedule.monday      schedule (a LARGE file)]
worldcon.schedule.children   [Children's programming]
worldcon.schedule.gaming     [Gaming program]
worldcon.schedule.video      [SF on TV Retrospective]
worldcon.schedule.misc       [Workshops, Discussion groups, etc.]

Thanks again to Bill Higgins for his time and effort in making this sneak
peak at Chicon available!!

------------------------------

Date: Wed, 21 Aug 91 09:54 EDT
From: ecl@mtgzy.att.com
Subject: TALKING MAN by Terry Bisson

			TALKING MAN by Terry Bisson
	      Avon, 1987 (1986c), ISBN 0-380-75141-0, $2.95.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   This review may be futile: the book in question is four years old and,
while not out of print, not extremely easy to find either.  But it's a good
book, a fun book, and maybe you'll run across it someday.  Who knows?  Now
that Bisson has won a Nebula and may win a Hugo (for "Bears Discover
Fire"), they may even reprint it.

   TALKING MAN starts out in Kentucky, as many of Bisson's works do.
Bisson is one of the new authors who have discovered that the rural South
makes an excellent setting for fantasy.  If the plot of TALKING MAN is a
little too much like the plots of other fantasies full of wizards and
spells of un-being and all that folderol, Bisson makes up for it in the
setting.  And his setting keeps changing.  As the spells begin to work,
things change.  The Mississippi becomes wider, flows through a deep canyon,
flows north.  Bisson's characters deal with all this change using their
ingenuity, but there is also a fair amount of luck (meaning convenient
auctorial intervention).

   The cover, by the way, is reminiscent of the cover of Jack Womack's
TERRAPLANE!  Womack is the "other" Kentucky science fiction writer.  It
makes one wonder if everyone in Kentucky drives an old maroon car with
white sidewalls and funny white lights around it.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Aug 91 05:38:32 GMT
From: hughes@dogwood.botany.uga.edu (Wayne Hughes)
Subject: Re: Xenogenesis series by Octavia Butler - what is it?

She does have a pleasingly unique writing style.  I found a number of her
other books to be excellent stories:

   WILD SEED
   MIND OF MY MIND
   CLAY'S ARK
   and a fourth book I don't recall.

All these are in the same universe; the first two are concerned with
several of the same characters.

In additon, she has written a peculiar time travel book:
   
   KINDRED 

Wayne Hughes
Botany Dept.
University of Georgia
Athens, GA 30602  USA
hughes@dogwood.botany.uga.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Aug 91 22:11:00 GMT
From: BA01@swtexas.bitnet
Subject: Re: Michael Crichton

In discussing Crichton's books, potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
mentioned:

>   Others not on your list: "BINARY," which was originally published in
>prose under a pseudonym, and "JURASSIC PARK," which is currently in

_Binary_ was written under the pseudonym, John Lange.  I really enjoyed it
when I read it in the mid-70's.

It involves an FBI agent trying to catch a terrorist who threatens the city
of San Diego with the release of nerve gas during the Republican Convention
(which was supposed to take place there in '72 in real life but was moved
to Miami if I remember correctly).

It's a typical Crichton count-down plot but the story seemed fresh to me at
the time even though I'd read _The Andromeda Strain_, and the tension was
maintained very well.

Cheers.

Bernie Asher
ba01@swtexas.bitnet
ba01%swtexas.bitnet@ricevm1.rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Aug 91 15:17:48 GMT
From: shiva@pro-smof.cts.com (System Smof)
Subject: Re: Geo Alec Effinger recommendations?

He's coming to ArmadilloCon 13 (Oct 11-13, Wyndham Southpark Hotel, Austin,
TX) so you can bug him about "what's your best book" in person.

shiva@pro-smof.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 91 21:44:01 GMT
From: afwendy@lims02.lerc.nasa.gov (WENDY WARTNICK)
Subject: Re: Hard SF

>Anything else out in the "hard" SF world currently?  Anyone willing to
>recommend something?

I just finished something called "Madness Season" by C.S. Friedman (I
believe that was the title) that I.M.H.O was terrific!  Quite the meaty
novel, I just couldn't put it down!  Might want to give it a try!

Wendy

------------------------------

Date: 22 Aug 91 01:47:55 GMT
From: fkam_ltd@uhura.cc.rochester.edu (Kevin McFadden)
Subject: Re: Hard SF

afwendy@lims02.lerc.nasa.gov (WENDY WARTNICK) writes:
>>Anything else out in the "hard" SF world currently?  Anyone willing to
>>recommend something?
>
>I just finished something called "Madness Season" by C.S. Friedman (I
>believe that was the title) that I.M.H.O was terrific!  Quite the meaty
>novel, I just couldn't put it down!  Might want to give it a try!

    If you REALLY want to read a good book, "In Conquest Born" is a good
one to attack.  This is the first book I read (C.S. Friedman wrote?) by
C.S.F.  Its plot is superb and it is really hard to try and predict what is
going to follow.

    "The Madness Season" is also very good.  My first attempt at this book
was during National Junior Physics Major Year From HELL so I didn't get
into it too much.  But it was the first book I read this summer and it was
probably to my advantage waiting until after finals to read it.

Good reading.

Kevin 

------------------------------

Date: 20 Aug 91 14:56:44 GMT
From: amahmoud@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (Ashraf M Mahmoud)
Subject: THE STAINLESS STEEL RAT

I am new to MAGNUS, so please bear with me.  I am wondering if anyone knows
if Harry Harrison is planning to come out with anymore books on THE
STAINLESS STEEL RAT.

Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Aug 91 05:00:28 GMT
From: fitz@wang.com (Tom Fitzgerald)
Subject: Re: Daimano and R. A. MacAvoy

aw1s+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew David Weiland) writes:
> I.  How did Daimano get Saara's power?  Note that he did not get it from
> Lucifer; his witch abilities were enhanced before he summoned the devil.

It wasn't Damiano's idea, his staff stole it.  Remember, the staff had been
carved and enchanted by Damiano's father (Ruggiero?) and had some of his
personality traits.  Ruggiero had wanted to steal Saara's power for
himself, but had failed.  When the staff had the opportunity, it stole her
power and transferred it to Damiano.

> II.  Did Daimano need Lucifer's help to save the Peidmont?  Lucifer did
> give Daimano his demonic aura, but Daimano slew the general with power he
> recieved (somehow) from the witch Saara.

I think MacAvoy intentially left this unclear.  Lucifer wanted to take the
credit for it so Damiano would feel indebted, but it's not clear whether
Lucifer made it possible or just saw that Damiano was capable of doing it
himself, and wanted to manipulate Damiano (and maybe get him killed at the
same time).

> III.  Did Daimano bring the plague to Avingon?  I believe that Daimano
> was infected by fleas "in his pockets", and transmitted those fleas to
> Avingon.

This seems unlikely.  It's much more reasonable that Lucifer wanted to make
Damiano feel guilty about bringing the plague in, even though it was there
before Damiano.  For one thing, the plague showed up very soon after
Damiano arrived; too soon for the incubation period to have gone by.  And I
think the reference to "in his pockets" referred to the ruby necklace
Damiano was carrying.  This was the renaissance, after all, and Damiano
didn't know that the plague was transmitted by fleas, and that it couldn't
be carried by metal.

> His witch abilities kept him immune to the plague, until he gave those
> abilities to Gaspare's sister.  This explains why he died of plague so
> quickly after he gave up his abilities.  The trouble is, Rapheal's
> statements seem to conflict with my theory.

Well, again, Raphael might have wanted to convince Damiano that he wasn't
responsible, even if he was.  I wouldn't trust Raphael's statements any
more than Lucifer's.  They are brothers, after all, and Saara didn't trust
Raphael a bit.  (Of course, Raphael mellows out considerably in the 3rd
book.)

> IV.  Lastly, was Daimano's death caused by Lucifer, and was it
> inevitable? Did Lucifer set events into motion that would lead to
> Daimano's death, or did he simply forsee the future based on Daimano's
> actions?  If Daimano chose not to save Evienne, would he have died
> through some other method.

I think just the opposite.  Lucifer was trying to make Damiano so afraid of
his own death that he'd balk at curing Evienne, and then feel guilty about
doing nothing when he could have saved her.  (Or maybe Lucifer couldn't
even conceive of Damiano sacrificing himself to save someone he didn't even
like).  Damiano's sacrifice put him permanently out of Lucifer's reach,
when, if Lucifer had been able to make Damiano feel guilty, terrified and
resentful, he would have been damned.

> One thing that interested me about the last question is that in the
> second book, much of Daimano's action is rooted in the strong belief that
> he will be dead within the next few years; which he only knew because the
> lord of lies, Lucifer, told him so.

I think Lucifer was lying in this case.  (Or maybe Lucifer expected Damiano
to be killed in the Peidmont, and didn't expect Raphael to intervene and
save Damiano's life).

> I'd also love to hear what everyone else thinks of the Daimano series,
> and the rest of R. A. MacAvoy's work.

It's all good.  Every bit of it.  "Tea with the Black Dragon" is the best.
The other ones I know of are:

3 Damiano books: Damiano, Damiano's lute, Raphael
Tea with the Black Dragon
Twisting the Rope (sequel to TwtBD)
The Third Eagle
The Grey Horse
The Book of Kells

Another just came out in paperback recently, but I don't know the name.

Tom Fitzgerald   
Wang Labs        
Lowell MA, USA
1-508-967-5278
fitz@wang.com
...!uunet!wang!fitz

------------------------------

Date: 21 Aug 91 12:44:10 GMT
From: aaron@serss0.fiu.edu (aaron)
Subject: Re: Julian May

>Does anyone know if Julian May plans to continue the Metaconcert series.
>Although I thought it was not as good as the Saga of the Pliocene exile I
>would like to see more books in this series.

She certainly does.  There are three more books due out (though when is
anyone's guess 8-( ) in what has been called by her The Milieu Trilogy,
encompassing the books _Jack the Bodiless_, _Diamond Mask_, and
_Magnificat_.  In her words, they are the root-tales leading up to the Sage
of Pliocene Exile.  Which says to me they involve the Metapsychic
Rebellion...

Regards.

Stanley

------------------------------

Date: 21 Aug 91 14:01:49 GMT
From: JAMES@muppet.dnet.ge.com (Thomas R. James)
Subject: McKillip writes SF?

Recently I purchased _Fool's Run_ by Patricia A. McKillip at a 2-for-1 book
sale at B.Dalton's. I know she wrote the _Riddle Master_ series, but did
not realize that SF was in her repertoire. I'm not sure how I feel about
the book so far: There seems to be a lot going on at an *emotional* level
and I'm not good with stories like that. Has anyone read this book? What
did you think? What other SF has McKillip written?

Thomas R. James
GE Aerospace/GESD
Moorestown, NJ  08057 USA
james@muppet.dnet.ge.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Aug 91 21:21:04 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Subject: Re: McKillip writes SF?

JAMES@muppet.dnet.ge.COM (Thomas R. James) writes:
> Recently I purchased _Fool's Run_ by Patricia A. McKillip at a 2-for-1
> book sale at B.Dalton's. I know she wrote the _Riddle Master_ series, but
> did not realize that SF was in her repertoire. I'm not sure how I feel
> about the book so far: There seems to be a lot going on at an *emotional*
> level and I'm not good with stories like that. Has anyone read this book?
> What did you think? What other SF has McKillip written?

Here's what I have by her.  The _Moon-Flash_ and _The Moon and the Face_
are juvie SF, everything else ( other than _Fool's Run_ ) is fantasy.  I
bought _Fool's Run_ in hardcover and have read it twice.  It builds as you
go along, and the ending is rather fantastic.  It reminds me a lot of the
SF of Ann Maxwell.

The Riddlemaster of Hed
Heir of Sea and Fire
Harpist in the Wind

Moon-Flash
The Moon and the Face

The Changeling Sea
Fool's Run
The Forgotten Beasts of Eld
The Sorceress and the Cygnet

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Aug 91 16:39:14 GMT
From: howie@ssc-vax.boeing.com (Cfarer @ 'Realities R Us')
Subject: Re: Niven

Just a quick note .. while N-SPACE is mostly (ok, almost all) reprints of
various kinds, it does contain the *only* publication I know of of DOWN IN
FLAMES, the story/novel outline Larry created for the story that would
*end* the whole Known Space series.  

INTERNET: h.modell@ieee.org
UUCP: uw-beaver!bcsaic!ssc-bee!howie

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 91 11:08:21 GMT
From: Acacio_Cruz.NSSC@rxp.xerox.com
Subject: NightFall by Asimov&Silverberg

I started reading NightFall co-written by Asimov & Silverberg and it seems
to be quite nice.
 For those of you who never heard of Nightfall before: Nightfall was a
short story by Asimov back in 1941(!?!).  It's about a civilazition where
the planet has SEVEN suns and so they "never" have night! Except, once in
some thousand years! The short story is great and if you want to read it
you can find it in a recent (one year old) issue of Isaac Asimov Science
Fiction Magazine.  Now, Asimov has re-written the story with Silverberg and
I hope it's as great as the short story. I'll keep you in touch!

Thanks for listening.

Acacio Cruz

------------------------------

Date: 16 Aug 91 19:50:21 GMT
From: brooksp@hpcc01.corp.hp.com (Peter Brooks)
Subject: Re: NightFall by Asimov&Silverberg

BTW, the original Nightfall has been put into several anthologies,
including (of course!) _Nightfall and other stories_.

Pete Brooks

------------------------------

Date: 19 Aug 91 01:10:53 GMT
From: alangton@suna.mqcc.mq.oz.au (Andrew Langton)
Subject: Re: NightFall by Asimov&Silverberg

Acacio_Cruz.NSSC@rxp.xerox.com writes:
>The short story is great and if you want to read it you can find it in a
>recent (one year old) issue of Isaac Asimov Science Fiction Magazine.
>Now, Asimov has re-written the story with Silverberg and I hope it's as
>great as the short story. I'll keep you in touch!

Well, I never read the short story, but I can say with certainty that
_Nightfall_ is brilliant.  It's a very good examination of the effects that
total (or near-total) darkness would have on a human mind that was
unaccustomed and terrified of darkness.

Any comments?

Andrew
alangton@suna.mqcc.mq.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 20 Aug 91 15:54:43 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: _Earth Abides_ by George Stewart

   Arg! I'd like to recommend a book, but have forgotten the name.  It is
about an indian called Ishiyama, and was written by one of U.K. Le Guin's
parents (Actually, I *think* it was her mother). It is interesting to
compare the fate of a man who stumbled into civilization with one who
stumbled out.

James Nicoll 

------------------------------

Date: 20 Aug 91 15:44:30 GMT
From: daq@hpfcso.fc.hp.com (Doug Quarnstrom)
Subject: What is the name of this book?

A long time ago I read a book by James Blish I think.

It was about this starship that was being chased by a hostile alien ship,
but given the technological premise of the book, the crew was not certain
that there was an alien starship there.  The basic conflict was between the
captain whose experience and hunch led him to believe with certainty that
it was there and the crew who began to believe that their skipper had gone
a bit looney.

It was quite a good book, but I do not remember the title.

Any help?

Doug

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		     Books - Holt & Stewart (9 msgs) &
                             Vinge & Request

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Wed, 21 Aug 91 09:53 EDT
From: ecl@mtgzy.att.com
Subject: EXPECTING SOMEONE TALLER by Tom Holt

		   EXPECTING SOMEONE TALLER by Tom Holt
	       Ace, 1990 (1987c), ISBN 0-441-22332-X, $3.95.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   I don't normally enjoy "humorous" fantasy.  For one thing, it's usually
not very humorous.  But Tom Holt's EXPECTING SOMEONE TALLER is funny -
funny enough that I frequently laughed out loud reading it (much to the
distress of my spousal unit, who was trying to read something serious).

   Holt takes as his background Richard Wagner's "Ring" cycle of operas.
Malcolm Fisher, schlemiel supreme, runs over a badger one night.  The
badger is not really a badger, however - it is Ingolf, a Frost Giant who
had seized the Ring and the Tarnhelm from Siegfried's funeral pyre.  If
you're not following this, that's okay.  Malcolm didn't either, so the
badger ... excuse me, Ingolf provides some explanation and Malcolm later
does his own research as well.  (At the end of Malcolm's research, Holt
describes his state as follows: "Malcolm had never been greatly inclined to
metaphysical or religious speculations, but he had hoped that if there was
a supreme being or divine agency, it would at least show the elements of
logic and common sense in its conduct.  Seemingly, not so.  On the other
hand, the revelation that the destiny of the world had been shaped by a
bunch of verbose idiots went some way towards explaining the problems of
human existence.")

   Now that Malcolm has the Ring and can rule the world, of course,
everyone else wants it back - gods, valkyries, Rhinemaidens.  He also needs
some practice to get the knack of the Tarnhelm.  And throughout all this
Holt demonstrates a wry wit that other humor writers often fall short of.
My only objection is the somewhat abrupt resolution, but then any long
drawn-out serious stretch would spoil the comic timing.  If you are a fan
of Wagner's operas, you *must* read this book, but even if you've never
heard a note, EXPECTING SOMEONE TALLER is highly recommended.

   (Extra note to opera fans: Anna Russell would have loved it.)

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Aug 91 14:08:44 GMT
From: smith@ctron.com (Larry Smith)
Subject: Re: _Earth Abides_ by George Stewart

cbixler@math.ksu.edu (Christy Kincaid) writes:
>I just finished this 1949 book.  I don't remember ever seeing a discussion
>on this book and thought now would be a good time to begin one.  I am VERY
>interested in getting anyone else's opinion of this book and their
>reaction to it.

It's pretty thoroughly dated.  It affected me strongly when I read it, but
my opinion of the "hero" was pretty low by the end of the book.  He didn't
do a damn *thing* to improve his lot - with the resources of all the
country at his fingertips, he scavenged precisely nothing.  I find it hard
to identify with that mentality.  He didn't even try to salvage a Jeep
until years later when his kids were to scout out the country.  He waxed
eloquent about the dimming of the lights, but he didn't bother to drive up
to the dam and see if all that was needed was a shot of oil, or to throw a
circuit breaker.  He didn't even try to find a generator when the lights
finally did go out.  All of these were available even in 1949.  But the
author wanted to illustrate the long slow decline of civilized men into
barbarity, and that wouldn't happen with a hero who wasn't a half-wit.  The
subplot where Ish unwittingly (he always does things unwittingly) instilled
powerful superstitions in the children *was* illustrative, but he did
effectively nothing to solve the problem once he discovered it.  I guess
that was my main problem with the book - never once did he solve anything,
he just accepted, blindly, like a dumb animal, all the misfortune fate
meted out.

Larry Smith
smith@ctron.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Aug 91 14:57:48 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: _Earth Abides_ by George Stewart

Crawford_Kilian@mindlink.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian) writes:
>Christy Kincaid has discovered George R. Stewart; welcome! Earth Abides is
>a classic - by definition, a book that won't go away because it still has
>something to say. I must have read it 3 or 4 times since the late 50s, and
>always find something new in it. Stewart's basic premise is still valid;
>Stephen King swiped it for The Stand. But where King had to hoke it up,
>Stewart treats it simply and realistically. He makes some minor mistakes
>(like trying to lug a motorcycle in the back of a station wagon!), and his
>plague survivors are perhaps a little too decent and a little too
>anti-literate, but his emerging culture hangs together. You may enjoy
>Storm and Fire, which are mainstream novels about people dealing with
>natural catastrophe - Storm, from the 1930s, may be the first time a storm
>got a name from the meteorologists tracking it.

   Heh. Try *finding* copies of 'Fire' and 'Storm'. Mine are ancient
paperbacks, in plastic sleeves because they are so fragile. Well worth the
effort of finding them, though.

   King isn't the only one to be influenced by Stewart. Try comparing the
structure of 'Lucifer's Hammer' and the way it handles the nature end of
events (the comet being perturbed, the strikes in the Sea of Cortez, the
strms) to 'Storm' or 'Earth Abides' and their sections on the nature end of
events (Someone will now point out to me Stewart's sources: the Basque
version of the bible's Flood story, or whatever).

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 21 Aug 91 15:54:56 GMT
From: curtw@euler.jsc.nasa.gov (Curt Wiederhoeft)
Subject: Re: _Earth Abides_ by George Stewart

I hate to put a damper on anyone's enthusiasm for "classic" SF, but hasn't
anyone noticed Stewart's racist tendencies showing through in this book?
His main character, on his voyage back and forth across the country, stops
for a while with a black family in the deep south.  These folks have an
almost ideal existence, farming their own crops and generally succeeding
WITHOUT "civilization." Yet he moves on, feeling superior to them.  He
later marries a woman who is hiding a deep, dark secret.  Eventually, we
find out that she is overcome with guilt over having a mulatto heritage a
few generations back!  She feels that her racial "taint" downgrades her
ability to contribute.  Luckily for her, she dies, and the Aryan community
that the protagonist founds carries on happily.  There are other examples,
but none spring to mind immediately.

Come on, folks.  This is 1991!  Even Edgar Rice Burroughs, however racially
ignorant he was, realized that intellectual capacity has nothing to do with
skin color.  Good SF is good SF, but I see _Earth Abides_ as thinly
disguised Neo-Nazi propaganda.

Curt Wiederhoeft
curtw@euler.jsc.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 21 Aug 91 17:00:00 GMT
From: smith@ctron.com (Larry Smith)
Subject: Re: _Earth Abides_ by George Stewart

curtw@EULER.JSC.NASA.GOV (Curt Wiederhoeft) writes:
>but hasn't anyone noticed Stewart's racist tendencies showing

I had noticed, but I attribute it to more of the same lack of brains that
Ish shows throughout the book.  It seems to be part of his pattern.  I
don't know, maybe Stewart was making a subtle comment on the quality of the
people that might survive a holocaust.  It still struck me as a great idea
for a story, but a really dumb execution.  Like Pohl's "Age of the
Pussyfoot", the protagonist is simply too determindly stupid to relate to.
The stupidity does not arise out of some great flaw, like a the "classic"
"unsympathetic" protagonist, nor does it arise from apparent "cultural"
differences, like with Severain in Wolfe's Urth of the New Sun, but it
simply "organic" to the character, like we're supposed to accept that the
"hero" has to be dumb to tell the story.  It irritates me no end.

The passage in Stewart where Ish meets the black family may show a lot
about Ish - he's shallow as well as stupid, and puts on airs about his
supposed "philosophical" outlook on the disaster, when the family has
obviously made a better adjustment than he has.  Whether it is because
Stewart wanted to illustrate such a character for unfathomable reasons of
his own, or because he just hates blacks, I couldn't say.  I never read
anything else of his, though.

Larry Smith
smith@ctron.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Aug 91 16:52:42 GMT
From: mnemonic@eff.org (Mike Godwin)
Subject: Re: _Earth Abides_ by George Stewart

curtw@EULER.JSC.NASA.GOV (Curt Wiederhoeft) writes:
>I hate to put a damper on anyone's enthusiasm for "classic" SF, but hasn't
>anyone noticed Stewart's racist tendencies showing through in this book?
>His main character....

Pardon me, but what is your basis for concluding that Stewart shared the
belief system of his main character, or of any of his characters?

If I write a novel in which a character has racist beliefs, does this make
me a racist?

Mike Godwin
EFF, Cambridge, MA
(617) 864-1550  
mnemonic@eff.org

------------------------------

Date: 22 Aug 91 01:00:01 GMT
From: wardk@cse.ogi.edu (Karen Ward)
Subject: Re: _Earth Abides_ by George Stewart

Several have commented on the apparent racism in _Earth Abides_.

Yes, by contemporary standards the book is both racist and sexist.  In this
case, though, I would make allowances for the author's generation; my
grandmother told me that George Stewart was one of her instructors (and one
she respected and admired) at Berkeley when she was there in 1924-1928.
Given that, I felt that Stewart was trying to portray a man who wasn't
particularly racist *by the standards of his (Stewart's) day*.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Aug 91 00:52:07 GMT
From: kleinj@atlantis.cs.orst.edu (Justin Klein)
Subject: Re: _Earth Abides_ by George Stewart

curtw@EULER.JSC.NASA.GOV (Curt Wiederhoeft) writes:
>I hate to put a damper on anyone's enthusiasm for "classic" SF, but hasn't
>anyone noticed Stewart's racist tendencies showing through in this book?
>His main character, on his voyage back and forth across the country, stops
>for a while with a black family in the deep south.  These folks have an
>almost ideal existence, farming their own crops and generally succeeding
>WITHOUT "civilization." Yet he moves on, feeling superior to them.  He
>later marries a woman who is hiding a deep, dark secret.  Eventually, we
>find out that she is overcome with guilt over having a mulatto heritage a
>few generations back!  She feels that her racial "taint" downgrades her
>ability to contribute.  Luckily for her, she dies, and the Aryan community
>that the protagonist founds carries on happily.  There are other examples,
>but none spring to mind immediately.

You can read the message as far as the book goes any way you wish.  I never
felt much sympathy for Isherwood Williams; on the contrary, I did see his
social cancers stand out thus, and it rather made him look foolish at best.
In the very end he was considered somewhay an oracle by a "tribe" who were
social children at best.  Despite his high hopes and expectations on the
future, he was left with a group of semi-savages at his death.  Not exactly
a ringing endorsement of the ways of his prejudices.

Now think of it this way: George Stewart was a product of his times, just
as you and I.  If you or I would have written that book now, clearly we
would not intentionally include references that show that regardless of how
minority members have ordered thier lives, we would still feel superiors.
In 1949, the sort of predjudice that Stewart seems to exhibit was not only
rampant, but it was sanctioned.  EA depicts a 1949 world devastated, with a
1949 example of a white American "explaining it all."  One way or the
other, we would have been treated to these misconceptions.

>Come on, folks.  This is 1991!  Even Edgar Rice Burroughs, however
>racially ignorant he was, realized that intellectual capacity has nothing
>to do with skin color.  Good SF is good SF, but I see _Earth Abides_ as
>thinly disguised Neo-Nazi propaganda.

Neo-Nazi?  I don't think so.  I also notice that you neglected to mention
that while in the ruins of New York City, Ish comes upon a white couple,
living on what was left over.  They either were well-to-do before the
crash, or made themselves so with the leavings of civilization.  Whichever,
when I read about this couple they seemed hopeless, adrift, fools...using
only a guttering candle to hold back the encroaching darkness.  Would a
Neo-Nazi tract depict the Caucasian man as such a hopeless wretch?  I think
not.

kleinj@atlantis.cs.orst.edu
kleinj@jacobs.cs.orst.edu  
kleinj@nyssa.cs.orst.edu   

------------------------------

Date: 22 Aug 91 02:09:49 GMT
From: malc@mammoth.cs.unr.edu (Malcolm L. Carlock)
Subject: Re: _Earth Abides_ by George Stewart

curtw@EULER.JSC.NASA.GOV (Curt Wiederhoeft) writes:
>He later marries a woman who is hiding a deep, dark secret.  Eventually,
>we find out that she is overcome with guilt over having a mulatto heritage
>a few generations back!

I don't recall that she was "hiding" anything.  It just wasn't mentioned.
The protagonist figured it out for himself before anything was said, and as
I recall didn't mind a bit.  If there WAS some reticence involved in
discussing the matter, recall that when the book was written (early 50's?)
interracial relationships were frowned upon with considerably more
vehemence than they (generally) are today.  To me, Stewart's having had his
character take a black woman as his wife was a strike AGAINST racist
attitudes.

>Luckily for her, she dies, and the Aryan community that the protagonist
>founds carries on happily.

Wasn't she the mother of a fair number of the children who later made up
that "Aryan" community?

Malcolm L. Carlock
Internet: malc@unr.edu
UUCP: unr!malc
BITNET: malc@equinox

------------------------------

Date: 22 Aug 91 06:30:20 GMT
From: polari!6sigma2@thalatta.com (Brian Matthews)
Subject: Re: _Earth Abides_ by George Stewart

curtw@EULER.JSC.NASA.GOV (Curt Wiederhoeft) writes:
>
>I hate to put a damper on anyone's enthusiasm for "classic" SF, but hasn't
>anyone noticed Stewart's racist tendencies showing through in this book?
>[...]
>
>Come on, folks.  This is 1991!

Yes, this is 1991, but _Earth Abides_ was originially published in 1949.
Even if Stewart would be considered a racist today (and remember that a
character's attitudes don't necessarily reflect the authors), you can't
hold up a 1949 story to 1991 standards.

Although I don't agree with the racism in _Earth Abides_, I can understand
how it's a product of the time in which the book was written.

Brian L. Matthews
blm@6sceng.UUCP

------------------------------

Date: 18 Aug 91 14:15:45 GMT
From: craigb@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Subject: Re: Hard SF

> Anything else out in the "hard" SF world currently?  Anyone willing to
> recommend something?

Well, they're not really current (i.e., you may have already read them),
but IMHO (of course :-) Vernor Vinge's _The Peace War_ and _Marooned In
Realtime_ are two of the best hard-SF novels I've read in ages (especially
_Marooned_).  Vinge has a knack of coming up with lots of fun ideas.

If you haven't read them, check them out.

Craig Becker
Object Technology Products
craigb@ausvm1.vnet.ibm.com 

------------------------------

Date: 20 Aug 91 14:08:27 GMT
From: 20676SLF@msu.edu ("Steve.Frederick")
Subject: Remember these?

I've been reading science fiction since I was a kid, having caught the bug
from my dad.  With twenty-plus years of greedy sf consumption, I've got a
bunch of plot scraps rattling aroung in my head, but two that I must have
read in the early 70's have been particularly noisy.  One was part of a
series, I believe. In it agents from the future(?) consisting of a human
and an amoeba-like assistant are terminated, leading to another, similar
team coming back to investigate. Other plot bits are a chase scene in which
the human part of the team enjoys the cornering perfomance of a jaguar,
worries that the red light on a pursuing police car might be a "ruby
laser", then remembers they aren't invented yet, The amoeba controls a
mechanical human, then later an eagle(?) on reconnaissance of an indian
ceremony(?), and a big underground gunfight at the end. (These last bits
are pretty hazy) All I really remember of the other is a human helping one
primitive race combat another on a very cold planet or moon, by introducing
spears made of frozen oxygen or water.  If I remember correctly, he was
stranded there and trying to make the best of a bad situation, or, at least
kill some time.  

This is my first submission to the digest; my thanks and admiration to
submitters and arbitrator(s) for making it an interesting and informative
pastime.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

			       Books - Vance

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 9 Aug 91 02:07:39 GMT
From: rpwhite@taurus.cs.nps.navy.mil
Subject: Jack Vance books

appel@ocf.Berkeley.EDU (Shannon D. Appel)  asks:
>You know, if you could find it in yourself to post your list of Vance
>books, it would be greatly appreciated.  So many of his books are out of
>print, that it's hard to even know what to look for.  A list would be
>great.

 O.K. Here is the most complete Vance bibliography I have ever encountered.
 As I remember it was collected, annotated, and posted a long time ago
 by:
 jjverkui@cs.ruu.nl (Hans Verkuil) all credit (and flames for inaccuracies)
are due him, whoever he is. I am still looking for;
      Light from a Lone Star   Mann, Jim ed. ISBN 0-915368-31-5
other than that I believe I have all his bookS, and of late have been
reduced to scouring small out-of-the-way bookstores. Sometimes you hit
paydirt. I recently found VOL. 1. No. 4 of Saturn from OCT 1957 with
 "The House Lords" in it and VOL. 35 No. 10 of AMAZING STORIES with
 "I.C.a. BeM" in it. BOTH in the same store in excellent condition for
 $3.50 a piece! There are still some things out there worth looking for 
after all :-)

                       JACK VANCE BOOKS AND STORIES

This is a compilation of novels, stories, etc. written by Jack Vance (full
name: John Holbrook Vance). I've tried to make it as complete as was
possible and I think that the result is quite good. 

There are four sections:

1 - A list of all (?) his SF-books and short story collections
2 - A list of all (?) his non-SF books
3 - A list of all (?) his stories
4 - A list of his short story collections and which stories appear in them

If you have additional information, or you see inconsistencies or errors,
please e-mail them to: jjverkui@praxis.cs.ruu.nl

I also got the following title:

        Shea, Michael [U.S.A., 7/13/1946- ]
        A Quest for Simbilis [1974]

It is a sequel to Vance's "The Eyes of the Overworld" (Yes, it was written
before "Cugel's Saga") and it seems to be good (I have never read it,
though).

I want to thank the following people who helped me by providing lists and
other Vance-related material I used in compiling this list:

John C. Wenn
Richard W. Gombert
Richard Vermaas
Gregg Parmentier

I hope that this list is of some use.
                        
Section 1: A list of all his SF-books and short story collections

[C] == Short Story Collection
[CP] == Chapbook (a very short book, or pamphlet)
[J] == The book is for juveniles (however you define them)
[O] == Omnibus.  Includes other books.
abr == Abridgement of other listed title
aka == Also known by this other title
contains == The other book is a subset of this one
includes == This book wholely includes the other

Vance, Jack [/John] [Holbrook] [U.S.A., 8/28/1916- ]
   [Hugo 1963, 1967 & Nebula 1966]
   Planet of Adventure [1984] [O]
      City of the Chasch [1968] [aka "Chasch"]
      Servants of the Wankh [1969] [aka "Wankh"]
      The Dirdir [1969]
      The Pnume [1970]
   The Demon Princes Series:
      Star King [1964]
      The Killing Machine [1964]
      The Palace of Love [1967]
      The Face [1979]
      The Book of Dreams [1981]
   Durdane [1989] [O]
      The Anome [1973] [aka "The Faceless Man"]
      The Brave Free Men [1973]
      The Asutra [1974]
   The Alastor Cluster Novels:
      Trullion: Alastor 2262 [1973]
      The Gray Prince [1974]
      Marune: Alastor 933 [1975]
      Wyst: Alastor 1716 [1978]
      The Galactic Effectuator [1980] [C]
   The Dying Earth Series:
      The Dying Earth [1950] [C]
      The Eyes of the Overworld [1966]
      The Seventeen Virgins [1979] [CP]
      The Bagful of Dreams [1979] [CP]
      Morreion: A Tale of Dying Earth [1979] [CP]
      Cugel's Saga [1983] [includes "The Seventeen Virgins" and
         "The Bagful of Dreams"]
      Rhialto the Marvelous [1984] [C] [includes "Morreion"]
   The Lyonesse Series:
      Lyonesse, Book I: Suldrun's Garden [1983] [aka "Lyonesse"]
      Lyonesse II: the Green Pearl [1985] [aka "The Green Pearl"]
      Lyonesse III: Madouc [1990]
   Nopalgarth [1980] [O]
      The Brains of Earth [1966] [aka "Nopalgarth"]
      The Houses of Iszm [1964]
      Son of the Tree [1964]
   Vandals of the Void [1953] [J]
   The Five Gold Bands [1953] [aka "The Space Pirate"]
   To Live Forever [1956]
   Big Planet [1957] [abr of the story "Big Planet"]
   The Languages of Pao [1958]
   Slaves of the Klau [1958] [abr of "Planet of the Damned"]
   The Dragon Masters [1963]
   Future Tense [1964] [C] [aka "Dust of Far Suns"]
   The World Between and Other Stories [1965] [C] [aka "The Moon Moth"]
   Monsters in Orbit [1965] [includes "Abercrombie Station" and
      "Cholwell's Chickens"]
   Space Opera [1965]
   The Blue World [1966]
   The Many Worlds of Magnus Ridolph [1966, 1980] [C]
   The Last Castle [1967]
   Emphyrio [1969]
   Eight Fantasms and Magics [1969] [C]
   The Worlds of Jack Vance [1973] [C]
   Showboat World [1975]
   Maske: Thaery [1976]
   The Best of Jack Vance [1976] [C] [contains "The Last Castle"]
   Fantasms and Magics [1978] [C] [abr of "Eight Fantasms and Magic"]
   Green Magic [1979] [C]
   Lost Moons [1982] [C]
   The Narrow Land [1982] [C]
   Gold and Iron [1982] [aka "Planet of the Damned"]
   The Light from a Lone Star [1985] [C]
   The Complete Magnus Ridolph [1985] [C] [includes "The Many Worlds
      of Magnus Ridolph"]
   The Augmented Agent [1986] [C]
   The Dark Side of the Moon [1986] [C]
   Araminta Station [1987]
   Ecce and Olde Earth [1991]
Vance, Jack / Silverberg, Robert
   The Last Castle / Nightwings [1989] [Tor Double]

Section 2: A list of all his non-SF books

Books by Jack Vance that aren't SF include (all books published as "John
Holbrook Vance" unless otherwise mentioned):

   Isle of Peril [1957] [as Alan Wade]
   Take My Face [1957] [as Peter Held]
   The Man in the Cage [1960] [Winner of the Edgar Award]
   The Four Johns [1964] [aka "Four Men Called John"] [as Ellery Queen]
   A Room to Die In [1965] [as Ellery Queen]
   The Madman Theory [1966] [as Ellery Queen]
   The Fox Valley Murders [1966]
   The Pleasant Grove Murders [1967]
   The Deadly Isles [1969]
   Bad Ronald [1973]
   The House on Lily Street [1979]
   The View from Chickweed's Window [1979]
   Strange Notions [1985]
   The Dark Ocean [1985]

He also wrote six episodes of the "Captain Video" TV series in 1952-1953.

Section 3: A list of all (I hope) his stories:

Magazine with Name changes:
   Astounding/Analog Science Fiction
   Amazing Stories/Amazing Science Fiction

'X' == Magazine X
"Y" == Book Y [anthology or story collection]

Abercrombie Station
   'Thrilling Wonder Stories' Feb, 1952
Alfred's Ark
   'New Worlds' May, 1965
Assault on a City
   "Universe #4" 1974
The Augmented Agent [aka "I-C-A-BEM"]
   'Amazing Stories' Oct, 1961
The Bagful of Dreams
   "Flashing Swords #4" 1977
Big Planet
   'Startling Stories' Sep, 1952
Brain of the Galaxy
   See: The New Prime
The Brains of Earth
   See: Nopalgarth
Cat Island
   "Light From a Lone Star"
The Cave in the Forest
   "The Eyes of the Overworld" 1966
Chateau d'If
   See: New Bodies for Old
Cholwell's Chickens
   'Thrilling Wonder Stories' 1952
Cil [aka "The Eyes of the Overworld"]
   "The Eyes of the Overworld" 1966
Cosmic Hotfoot
   See: To B or Not to C or to D
Coupe de Grace [aka "Worlds of Origin"]
   'Super Science Fiction' Feb, 1958
Crusade to Alambar
   See: Crusade to Maxus
Crusade to Maxus [aka "Crusade to Alambar"] [aka "Overlords of Maxus"]
   'Thrilling Wonder Stories' Feb, 1951
Dead Ahead
   See: Ultimate Quest
The Devil on Salvation Bluff
   "Star Science Fiction #3" 1954
Dodkin's Job
   'Astounding' Oct, 1959
The Dogtown Tourist Agency
   "Epoch" 1975
Dover Spargill's Ghastly Floater
   'Marvel Science Stories' Nov, 1951
DP!
   "Avon Science Fiction Reader #4" 1953
The Dragon Masters [Winner of the 1963 HUGO Award]
   'Galaxy' Aug, 1962
Dream Castle [revision of "I'll Build Your Dream Castle"]
   'Astounding' Sep, 1947
The Dreamer [aka "The Enchanted Princess"]
   'Orbit Science Fiction' Nov, 1954
Dust of Far Suns
   See: Sail 25
Ecological Onslaught
   See: The World Between
The Enchanted Princess
   See: The Dreamer
The Eyes of the Overworld
   See: Cil
Fader's Waft
   "Rhialto the Marvellous" 1984
First Star I See Tonight [as John Van See]
   'Malcom's Mystery Magazine', Mar, 1954
Four Hundred Blackbirds
   'Future Science Fiction' Jul, 1953
Freitzke's Turn
   "Triax" 1977
From "Life, Volume I", by Unspeik, Baron Bodissey
   "Magicon Original Bookmark Anthology", Siclari, MagiCon, 1989
Gateway to Strangeness
   See: Sail 25
The Gift of Gab
   'Astounding' Sep, 1955
Golden Girl
   'Marvel Science Stories' May, 1951
Green Magic
   'The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction' Jun, 1963
Guyal of Sfere
   "The Dying Earth" 1950
Hard Luck Diggings
   'Startling Stories' Jul, 1948
The House of Iszm
   'Startling Stories' Sep, 1954
The House Lords
   'Saturn Science Fiction and Fantasy' Oct, 1957
The Howling Bounders
   'Startling Stories' Mar, 1949
I-C-A BEM
   See: The Augmented Agent
I'll Build Your Dream Castle
   'Astounding' Sep, 1947
The King of Thieves
   'Startling Stories' Nov, 1949
The Kokod Warriors
   'Thrilling Wonder Stories' Oct, 1952
The Kragen
   'Fantastic' Jul, 1964
The Last Castle [Winner of the 1966 Nebula Award and the 1967 HUGO Award]
   'Galaxy' Apr, 1966
Liane the Wayfarer
   "The Dying Earth" 1950
The Loom of Darkness
   'Worlds Beyond' Dec, 1950
The Man From Zodiac
   'Amazing Stories' Aug, 1967
The Manse of Iuconu
   'The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction' Jul, 1966
The Masquerade on Dicantropus
   Standard Magazines, Inc. 1951
Mazirian the Magician
   "The Dying Earth" 1950
Meet Miss Universe
   'Fantastic Universe' Mar, 1955
Men of the Ten Books
   'Startling Stories' Mar, 1951
The Men Return
   'Infinity Science Fiction' Jul, 1957
The Miracle-Workers
   'Astounding' Jul, 1958
The Mitr
   'Vortex Science Fiction #1' 1953
The Moon Moth
   'Galaxy' Aug, 1961
Morreion
   "Flashing Swords #1" 1973
The Mountains of Magnatz
   'The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction' Feb, 1966
The Murthe
   "Rhialto the Marvellous" 1984
The Narrow Land
   'Fantastic' Jul, 1967
New Bodies for Old
   'Thrilling Wonder Stories' Aug, 1950
The New Prime [aka "Brain of the Galaxy"]
   'Worlds Beyond' Feb, 1951
Noise
   'Startling Stories' Aug, 1952
Nopalgarth [aka "The Brains of Earth"]
   "The Worlds of Jack Vance" 1966
Overlords of Maxus
   See: Crusade to Maxus
The Overworld
   'The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction' Dec, 1965
Parapsyche
   'Amazing Stories' Aug, 1958
Phalid's Fate
   'Thrilling Wonder Stories' Dec, 1946
Phantom Milkman
   'Other Worlds' Feb, 1956
The Pilgrims
   'The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction' Jun, 1966
The Plagian Siphon 
   See: The Planet Machine
The Planet Machine [aka "The Plagian Siphon"] 
   'Thrilling Wonder Stories' Oct, 1951
Planet of the Black Dust
   'Startling Stories' Summer, 1946
Planet of the Damned [aka "Gold and Iron"]
   'Space Stories' dec, 1952
The Potters of Firsk
   'Astounding' May, 1950
A Practical Man's Guide
   'Space Science Fiction' Aug, 1957
Rumfuddle
   "Three Trips in Time and Space" 1973
Sabotage on Sulphur Planet
   'Startling Stories' Jun, 1952
Sail 25 [aka "Gateway to Strangeness", aka "Dust of Far Suns"]
   'Amazing Stories' Aug, 1962
Sanatoris Short-cut
   'Startling Stories' Sep, 1948
The Secret
   'Impulse' Mar, 1966
Seven Exits from Bocz
   'The Rhodomagnetic Digest' V4 #2 1952
The Seventeen Virgins
   'The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction' Oct, 1974
Shape-Up
   'Cosmos Science Fiction & Fantasy Magazine' Nov, 1953
Sjambak
   'Worlds of IF Science Fiction' Jul, 1953
Son of the Tree
   'Thrilling Wonder Stories' Jun, 1951
The Sorcerer Pharesm
   'The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction' Apr, 1966
The Spa of the Stars
   'Startling Stories' Jul, 1950
The Sub-Standard Sardines
   'Startling Stories' Jan, 1949
Sulwen's Planet
   "The Farthest Reaches" 1968
T'Sais
   "The Dying Earth" 1950
Telek
   'Astounding' Jan, 1952
The Temple of Han
   'Planet Stories' Jul, 1951
Three Legged Joe
   'Startling Stories' Jan, 1953
To B or Not to C or to D [aka "Cosmic Hotfoot"]
   'Startling Stories' Sep, 1950
Turjan of Miir
   "The Dying Earth" 1950
Ulan Dhor Ends a Dream
   "The Dying Earth" 1950
Ullward's Retreat
   'Galaxy' Dec, 1958
Ultimate Quest [as John Holbrook]
   'Super Science Stories' Sep, 1950
The Unspeakable McInch
   'Startling Stories' Nov, 1948
(Untitled Story)
   Daily Californian, 21-10-40
(Untitled Story)
   Daily Californian, 28-4-41
When the Five Moons Rise
   'Cosmos Science Fiction & Fantasy Magazine' Mar, 1954
Where Hesperus Falls
   King-Size Pubs, Inc. 1956
Winner Lose All
   'Galaxy' Dec, 1951
The World Between [aka "Ecological Onslaught"]
   'Future SF' May 1953
Worlds of Origin
   See: Coupe de Grace
The World-Thinker
   'Thrilling Wonder Stories' Summer 1945

Section 4: A list of his short story collections and the stories
           that appear in them

The Galactic Effectuator [1980]
   The Dogtown Tourist Agency
   Freitzke's Turn

The Augmented Agent and Other Stories [1986]
   The Augmented Agent
   Crusade to Maxus
   The Man from Zodiac
   The Planet Machine
   Shape-Up
   Sjambak
   Three-Legged Joe

The Dark Side of the Moon [1986]
   Alfred's Ark
   Dead Ahead
   Dover Spargill's Ghastly Floater
   DP!
   The Enchanted Princess
   First Star I See Tonight
   The House Lords
   Parapsyche
   Phalid's Fate
   The Phantom Milkman
   Planet of the Black Dust
   A Practical Man's Guide
   Sulwen's Planet
   The Temple of Han

The Dying Earth [1950]
   Guyal of Sfere
   Liane the Wayfarer
   Mazirian the Magician
   T'Sais
   Turjan of Miir
   Ulan Dhor Ends a Dream
The Eyes of the Overworld [1966]
   The Cave in the Forest
   Cil
   The Manse of Iucounu
   The Mountains of Magnatz
   The Sorcerer Pharesm
   The Pilgrims

Rhialto the Marvellous [1984]
   The Murthe
   Fader's Waft
   Morreion
        
The Many Worlds of Magnus Ridolph [1966]
   Coup de Grace
   The Howling Bounders
   The King of Thieves
   The Kokod Warriors
   The Spa of Stars
   The Unspeakable McInch

The Many Worlds of Magnus Ridolph [1980]
   Coup de Grace
   The Howling Bounders
   The King of Thieves
   The Kokod Warriors
   The Spa of Stars
   The Unspeakable McInch
   The Sub-Standard Sardines
   To B or Not to C or to D

The Complete Magnus Ridolph [1985]
   Coup de Grace
   The Howling Bounders
   The King of Thieves
   The Kokod Warriors
   The Spa of Stars
   The Unspeakable McInch
   The Sub-Standard Sardines
   To B or Not to C or to D
   Hard Luck Diggings
   Sanatoris Short-Cut

Future Tense [1964]
   Dodkin's Job
   The Gift of Gab
   Sail 25
   Ullward's Retreat

The Moon Moth and Other Stories [1976]
   See: The World Between and Other Stories

The World Between and Other Stories [1965]
   Brain of the Galaxy
   The Devil on Salvation Bluff
   The Men Return
   The Moon Moth
   The World Between

The Narrow Land [1982]
   The Narrow Land
   The Masquerade on Dicantropus
   Where Hesperus Falls
   The World-Thinker
   Green Magic
   The Ten Books
   Chateau d'If

Fantasms and Magics [1978]
   Guyal of Sfere
   The Men Return
   The Miracle-Workers
   The New Prime
   Noise
   When the Five Moons Rise

Eight Fantasms and Magic [1969]
   Foreword
   Cil
   Guyal of Sfere
   The Men Return
   The Miracle-Workers
   The New Prime
   Noise
   Telek
   When the Five Moons Rise

The Best of Jack Vance [1976]
   Abercrombie Station
   The Last Castle
   The Moon Moth
   Rumfuddle
   Sail 25
   Ullward's Retreat

The Worlds of Jack Vance [1973]
   Brain of the Galaxy
   The Brains of Earth
   Coupe de Grace
   The Devil on Salvation Bluff
   The King of Thieves
   The Kokod Warriors
   The Men Return
   The Moon Moth
   The World Between

Green Magic [1979]
   Green Magic
   Liane the Wayfarer
   The Men Return
   The Miracle-Workers
   The Mitr
   The Moon Moth
   The Narrow Land
   The Pilgrims
   The Secret

Lost Moons [1982]
   Foreword
   Assault on a City
   Dream Castle
   Four Hunderd Blackbirds
   Meet Miss Universe
   The Potters of Firsk
   Sabotage on Sulpher Planet
   Seven Exits from Bocz
   Winner Loose All
   The World-Thinker

The Light from a Lone Star [1985] [Small press book, published
                                   by a Texas SF convention, 
                                   hasn't been reprinted]
   Cat Island
   First Star I See Tonight
   Hard Luck Diggings
   The Men Return
   Noise
   The Potters of Firsk
   A Vance Encyclopedia [non-fiction, by Jack Vance]

Dust of Far Suns [1981] [Publisher: Zebra]
   See: Future Tense

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

                Administrivia - Downtime and Lost Messages,
		Books - Anderson & Asprin & Brin (3 msgs) &
                        Callin & Cherryh & Clarke (3 msgs) &
                        Delany (2 msgs) & ROM (2 msgs) &
                        Request Answers (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Sun, 8 Sep 91 11:46:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Administrivia

I have to stop taking vactions.  There is something or someone out there in
the universe that, for some unknown and rather perverse reason, has decided
that everytime I take an extended vacation to attend Worldcon, he/she/it
will do nasty things to the machine I maintain here at Rutgers as part of
my (real) full-time job.  This machine incidentally, elbereth.rutgers.edu,
is where Sf-Lovers currently lives and is being distributed from.

Let me explain.  Two years ago, when I went to Noreascon, I returned to
find that the system had crashed and been down for over a day due to a bad
controller board.  Although the board was replaced while I was away, I
spent several days when I returned dealing with the associated problems.

Last year, when I went to Confiction, I returned and found that the same
controller board had died and been replaced.  Same problems when I
returned.

This year, I returned from Chicon and found that, yet again, a controller
board had crashed.  This time, whatever malignant entity is involved,
really had it in for me - he/she/it waited until the very day that I was
supposed to return before casting its spell.  Thus, I had to deal with the
replacement of the bad board as well as everything else.  To make a long
story short, the machine was down almost all week and, in the process, we
lost all of one disk - naturally this was the one with all of the user's
files on it as well as everything involved with the Digest.  I spent
Thursday restoring everything to the new disk from backup tapes and Friday
restoring Sf-Lovers and attempting to retrieve any messages which had come
in from the newsgroup side of the link during the downtime.

As a result of the crash and the lack of backups over the Labor Day holiday
weekend, I believe I may have lost many messages sent during that weekend.
If you have sent mail to me between August 30 and September 5, and you do
not see any action on those messages or see them appear in the Digest
within two weeks, write me at Sf-Lovers-Request@rutgers.edu and enclose a
complete copy of the message.  I will attempt to figure out if it is one
that I still haven't processed or if it was one of the lost messages.

Please bear with me, there are a lot of messages still here unprocessed
(over 1000 last time I counted) and it is going to take some time to catch
up with everything.  This'll teach me to take a vacation!

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Aug 91 08:27:16 GMT
From: DCW107@psuvm.psu.edu
Subject: Time Patrol

   I'm in the process of reading Poul Anderson's "The Shield of Time" and I
love it! Can anyone tell the titles of his earlier Time Patrol Novels?

  Thanks in advance.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Sep 91 19:45:17 GMT
From: ghost@ra.nrl.navy.mil (Glenn Host)
Subject: Asprin books ghost written?

Someone toldme yesterday that all of Robert Asprin's Myth books were ghost
written after the first one.

He said that someone from the Science Fiction writers of America said that
Robert Asprin just wrote outlines for the sequels in the Myth series.

I find this hard to believe for:

1. For a while Asprin was an relatively unknown author who was not being
paid enough to pay a ghost writer.

2. If it was ghost written, why would there be such a big gap before the
latest book came out.

Any One with more information on this?  Please include the source if you
have it.

Glenn  Host
NRL Code 5800
4555 Overlook Ave.
Washington, DC 20375
ghost@ra.nrl.navy.mil

------------------------------

Date: 21 Aug 91 23:00:55 GMT
From: jeffc@hpsadm5.sad.hp.com (Jeff Crowell)
Subject: re: Brin's wonderful Uplift novels

There are now (have been for a while) three Uplift novels:
   Sundiver
   Startide Rising
   The Uplift War

Personally, I can't imagine anyone being able to 'tie it all up' in one
book, even one the length of Clavell's _Tai-Pan_.  Nor do I think he plans
to and I sure hope he doesn't!!!.

Later.

Jeff

------------------------------

Date: 21 Aug 91 23:19:15 GMT
From: jeffc@hpsadm5.sad.hp.com (Jeff Crowell)
Subject: Re: David Brin

I'm not sure I agree that Brin was feeling pissed off at women when he
wrote Sundiver.  Demwa was fixated on his dead woman to the point that he
created an alternate persona, 'Mr. Hyde'.  When he was finally able to
'play back' what she said as she fell, it was a reasonably humorous (and, I
therefore suspect, an affectionate) farewell.

Agree with the rest in spades.  WE WANT BRIN!  WE WANT BRIN! (everybody,
join in) WE WANT BRIN!

Later.

Jeff

------------------------------

Date: 22 Aug 91 19:37:57 GMT
From: ejohnson@cobalt.cco.caltech.edu (Eric C. Johnson)
Subject: re: Brin's wonderful Uplift novels

jeffc@hpsadm5.HP.COM (Jeff Crowell) writes:
> There are now (have been for a while) three Uplift novels:
>    Sundiver
>    Startide Rising
>    The Uplift War
> 
> Personally, I can't imagine anyone being able to 'tie it all up' in one
> book, even one the length of Clavell's _Tai-Pan_.  Nor do I think he
> plans to and I sure hope he doesn't!!!.

Two things:

When I talked to Brin last Sunday, I told him about the Net consensus
concerning the Progenitors, i.e., for the issue not to be "neatly tied up."
His reply was simply, "Good for them."

He also mentioned that, including SOONERS, he currently plans to do only
TWO more Uplift novels.  In STRATOS, he has created a new universe which he
strongly implies he'll explore further.  Incidentally, he calls it the
Peripatetics Universe.  More than that I will not say since the only thing
I really know about it involves spoilers for STRATOS.

Eric C. Johnson
ejohnson@cobalt.cco.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Aug 91 14:47:32 GMT
From: graham@cs.washington.edu (Stephen Graham)
Subject: Grant Callin

Has anyone heard about any new books by Grant Callin, author of
_Saturnalia_ and _A Lion on Tharthee_? He has a good writing style, and his
approach to first contact in A Lion on Tharthee was amusingly different, as
well as giving a reasonable answer to the dilemma of where everyone else
is. I would very much like to see more of his work.  

Stephen Graham
(206) 543-8115
graham@cs.washington.edu	 
uw-beaver!june!graham

------------------------------

Date: 21 Aug 91 23:00:55 GMT
From: jeffc@hpsadm5.sad.hp.com (Jeff Crowell)
Subject: C.J. Cherryh

Count me a fan of Cherryh, too, a fan of long standing.  I stumbled on the
'Faded Sun' novels back in 1980 or so, and I haven't missed one yet (I
check book stores whenever I pass them - that's if you assume I _could_
pass by a bookstore without going in).

Funny thing, though, I don't like her fantasy (e.g. Tree of Swords and
Jewels, Russalka, etc.), but I can't get enough of her scifi.  Can't agree
with the poster who didn't like the Chanur tetrology.  No problem -
differences of opinion are what makes a horse race!  I found the Cyteen
novels hard to get into, at least the first but, after I got going with it,
I couldn't put it down.  Only hard part was waiting for the next book in
the series to come out 8-(.

Later.

Jeff

------------------------------

Date: 25 Aug 91 23:07:12 GMT
From: ron@mpd.tandem.com (Ron Boerger)
Subject: A.C. Clarke's latest - THE GARDEN OF RAMA

Well, this isn't a review of a book, because I haven't finished it yet.
Since nobody else has commented on Garden, here goes.  First, the
obligatory SPOILER stop (though there aren't big ones here):

I swore to myself that, after spending the big $ on Rama II in hardcover,
that there was no way I would do it for the sequels.  In fact, I even
doubted that I would even buy the sequel.  Well, I walk into the local
Bookstop yesterday, there is The Garden of Rama (co-written as was Rama II
by Gentry Lee), so like a sucker I bought it.  At least you get 20% the
cover price at Bookstop .. :-)

Anyway, so far (about halfway through) this seems to be a better effort
than Rama II was.  We continue to follow the three characters left on Rama
at the conclusion of Rama II, as it heads out to its (unknown but partially
revealed) destination.  The book is divided into three or four major
sections.  The first section takes the form of a journal written by Nicole
DesJardines (sp) detailing day-to-day life in New York.  This section is
similar to Rama II in writing style but seems a bit better rounded out,
possibly because we are more familiar with the characters by now, and also
because we are seeing the whole scenario from one character's POV.  The
next section details Rama's arrival at what I'll call a refitting station,
to avoid giving any details away, and is presented in a more conventional
third-person POV.  This section has some of the old Clarke magic in it that
contributed to the original Rama's success.  The next section .. well, that
WOULD be giving things away, and since I'm still in the middle of it, it's
a little early to discuss.

So, the big question is whether or not to buy the sucker.  It's a bit
pricey at $20 US, but is better than Rama II, so if you're a big Rama fan,
you'll probably want to buy it.  If you didn't read R2, however, you
probably do NOT want to start with Garden, as it pretty much is a bald
continuation of the story told in R2 with little background information
provided.  I believe that this tome does not wrap everything up nicely; in
R2, the authors' notes seemed to indicate that Garden was the second of a
planned trilogy, and from what has gone on so far in the book, this seems
to be the case.

Cheers!

Ron Boerger
ron@mpd.tandem.com
halley!ron

------------------------------

Date: 27 Aug 91 14:46:30 GMT
From: ron@mpd.tandem.com (Ron Boerger)
Subject: Re: A.C. Clarke's latest - THE GARDEN OF RAMA

Now that the book's finished, here are a couple more thoughts following up
on my earlier article [very few SPOILERS]:

The remaining two/three sections of the novel take an unfortunate "PC"
tone, the old 'humanity is BAD' bit that was so prevalent in R2.  Despite
bogging down somewhat due to a large influx of new characters and political
overtones, the book resumes the entertaining style from the first two
sections (due in large part, IMHO, to pruning back the dramatis personae).
By the last section the pace has picked up nicely.  *WARNING* the book ends
in a MASSIVE cliff- hanger with basically nothing resolved.  R2 at least
stopped at a decent point; the ending of Garden left me a bit upset [see:
ST:TNG season 3 ending].

I went back to R2 to see what ACC had to say about the series.  There is
one further book planned, Rama Revealed.  In the author's note for R2, ACC
said that the three books were to be delivered between 1989-1991.  It's
interesting to note that R2's pub date was late 1989 (Nov or Dec); the date
in Garden is September (!) 1991.  I really do NOT want to wait until 1993
for the conclusion. Still, the book is largely entertaining, and comes
recommended.

Cheers.

Ron Boerger
ron@mpd.tandem.com    
halley!ron       

------------------------------

Date: 28 Aug 91 22:58:28 GMT
From: JGALLEGUI%UDEC@uchcecvx.bitnet
Subject: A.C. Clarke

   I'm a hard-SF lover. I've recently read 'Songs of the Distant Earth'
(1985) by Clarke, and I think it really has a special nostalgic feeling,
with a great realism (Science). It's a BIG novel!  (Of course, I'm an A.C.
Clarke 'fan')

   Some Opinions about it ?

Leopoldo M. Gonzalez
JGA Technics Project
Software Engineering Dept.
Computing Center of Universidad de Concepcion
Concepcion, Chile - South America
jgallegui%udec@uchcecvx.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 27 Aug 91 00:54:14 GMT
From: shaun@iris.mincom.oz.au (Shaun Hayes)
Subject: Samuel R. Delany, anyone?

Can anyone out there tell me the title (and any other pertinent bits of
information) about Samuel R. Delany's (auto?)biography that came out some
time in the last three years?  I'm keen to get it, but can't order it until
little things like the title present themselves.

And whilst on the subject, does anyone know if the proposed sequel to
"Stars In My Pocket Like Grains of Sand" has seen or is likely to see the
light of day?

Thank you in advance.  Please send replies via email to
shaun@iris.mincom.oz.au, as I do not normally read this newsgroup.

shaun@iris.mincom.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 29 Aug 91 01:23:37 GMT
From: rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au (John Mazzocchi)
Subject: Re: Samuel R. Delany, anyone?

shaun@iris.mincom.oz.au (Shaun Hayes) writes:
>Can anyone out there tell me the title (and any other pertinent bits of
>information) about Samuel R. Delany's (auto?)biography that came out some
>time in the last three years?

"The Motion of Light in Water".

John Mazzocchi              
Melbourne, Victoria Australia                 
rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 19 Aug 91 14:50:32 GMT
From: HOBBKD%morekypr@cunyvm.cuny.edu
Subject: ROM, Spaceknight

Does anybody besides me remember the American comic book published by
Marvel, called ROM, Spaceknight?  It was published from late 1979 to 1985
or 86.  I loved it.  It was corny, at times, and when Steve Ditko took over
the art chores it really went downhill, but I bought every issue.  I just
wish Marvel would bring him back.

Hmmm?

------------------------------

Date: 20 Aug 91 04:12:43 GMT
From: disk!luser@coplex.com (Luser)
Subject: Re: ROM, Spaceknight

HOBBKD%morekypr@CUNYVM.CUNY.EDU writes:
>Does anybody besides me remember the American comic book published by
>Marvel, called ROM, Spaceknight?  It was published from late 1979 to 1985
>or 86.  I loved it.  It was corny, at times, and when Steve Ditko took
>over the art chores it really went downhill, but I bought every issue.  I
>just wish Marvel would bring him back.

Do I remember him?  I think I still have him!  Somewhere in a box.  In the
garage.  I only read one of the comics.  I think it was when Ditko was in
it, because I thought it sucked feathers.  That's why I didn't buy anymore.

I do remember having alot of fun with the action figure.  It wasn't no 3"
little guy!  It was a full 7 or 8" high!  You could press the two buttons
on his back, and he would make some neat sounds.  I think one was for his
jet pack, another was for a computer or translator or something like that.

Didn't he have some type of death ray or something?

I wouldn't mind seeing ROM Spaceknight again.  If the comic was decent I'd
buy it.
 
Later!
 
luser@disk.uucp
uunet!coplex!disk!luser

------------------------------

Date: 20 Aug 91 18:20:14 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: _Earth Abides_ by George Stewart

jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll) says:
>Arg! I'd like to recommend a book, but have forgotten the name.  It is
>about an indian called Ishiyama, and was written by one of U.K. Le Guin's
>parents (Actually, I *think* it was her mother). It is interesting to
>compare the fate of a man who stumbled into civilization with one who
>stumbled out.

"Ishi: the Last Yahi" or "Ishi, Last of His Tribe", by Dorothea (? Where'd
I get that?) Kroeber, Le Guin's mom.  Le Guin's pop A. L.  Kroeber was the
head of anthropology at Berekely and one of the great founders of American
anthropology.  Ishi was a Yahi (or Yana), one of the northern California
tribes that were basically hounded to extinction by settlers and gold
speculators.  Ishi was the last survivor of his "tribe", was found starving
and lost and handed over to Krober, who gave him friendship and a job in
the Berkeley museum.  He spent the last years of his life demonstrating
various aspects of Yahi culture to Kroeber's team, and Kroeber's wife
eventually wrote a popular version of his story.  It's a classic book,
though not necessarily a very scholarly one.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Aug 91 22:36:14 GMT
From: repnomar@leland.stanford.edu (Janet M. Lafler)
Subject: Re: _Earth Abides_ by George Stewart

rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson) writes:
>"Ishi: the Last Yahi" or "Ishi, Last of His Tribe", by Dorothea (? Where'd
>I get that?) Kroeber, Le Guin's mom.

You transposed it from Theodora.  It took me a minute to figure out just
what was wrong there.

>Le Guin's pop A. L.  Kroeber was the head of anthropology at Berekely and
>one of the great founders of American anthropology.  Ishi was a Yahi (or
>Yana), one of the northern California tribes that were basically hounded
>to extinction by settlers and gold speculators.  Ishi was the last
>survivor of his "tribe", was found starving and lost and handed over to
>Krober, who gave him friendship and a job in the Berkeley museum.  He
>spent the last years of his life demonstrating various aspects of Yahi
>culture to Kroeber's team, and Kroeber's wife eventually wrote a popular
>version of his story.  It's a classic book, though not necessarily a very
>scholarly one.

Actually, she wrote two books.  The original, more scholarly of the two is
_Ishi In Two Worlds: A Biography of the Last Wild Indian in North America_;
the second, more "popular" book is _Ishi, Last of His Tribe_.  Both were
pub- lished in the early 60's.  I prefer _Ishi in Two Worlds_, which is not
only more "scholarly," but a better book, IMO.

Janet
repnomar@leland.stanford.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

          Administrivia - Brief Con Report,
	  Books - Forward & Grant (2 msgs) & Heinlein (2 msgs) &
                  Hughart & Kennealy & MacAvoy (2 msgs) &
                  Fallen Angels (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Sun, 8 Sep 91 12:25:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Administrivia

Last issue, I went on about things that happened here at work after coming
back from my vacation at Chicon.  This issue, I'd like to mention a few
things about what happened *at* Chicon.  I'm sure that more will be heard
as soon as the various con reports start trickling in (Evelyn?) but I just
wanted to mention a few things of interest.

As usual, almost everyone who came up to me between Thurday and Saturday
asked me about the @! party and if I knew where it was.  As usual, it was a
great party and thanks are due the people who ran it and organized it this
year - Brent Woods, Nick Simicich, Kimiye Tipton and Melissa <last name
forgotten - sorry>.

But, the big topic of discussion in the hallways and the party was the
infamous newsgroup split.  As you may remember, last month I posted a lot
of information on the proposed split of the usenet newsgroup that the
Digest is linked into and provided several files containing the discussions
and call for votes.  Well, I thought the subject had died when I heard at
the convention that the vote had passed but, because of a number of
irregularities during the voting, the system administrators who issue the
commands for creation of the new groups had decided to ignore the vote and
requested a six-month cooling off period before another vote.  

Alas, since there is no official control of the Usenet, and many people
think that the vote results should go forward, there is yet more on the
subject and, I believe, another vote is going to take place shortly before
the six-month period has elapsed.  As before, I have placed into the
archives several files containing a discussion of what happened with the
original vote and the information concerning the new vote about to take
place.  The files are: new-rfd.txt and new-rfd2.txt in the Sf-Lovers
archives on elbereth.rutgers.edu.

Back to the convention.  For those of you who don't follow these things,
the Worldcon is the place where the Hugo awards are announced and
presented.  The file, hugos.txt also in the archives, has been updated to
list this year's Hugo Award winners.  The World Science Fiction Society
(WSFS) which establishes the rules under which Hugo's may be given and the
voting administered, had some lively discussion at this year's business
meeting held at the Worldcon that might be of some interest to readers of
the Digest.

Passed at this year's meeting was a modification to the Fan Writing Hugo
category that specifically allows for a Hugo to be given to fan writers who
write in the "electronic media".  This amendment, if ratified at next
year's Worldcon, would allow anyone who writes about SF on the Net to be
eligible for a Hugo.  

Another amendment to the rules which failed at this year's business meeting
would have allowed fanzines and semi-prozines distributed electronically to
be eligible for the Best Fanzine and Best Semi-Prozine Hugos.  This is a
subject which I feel sure will come up again next year (I was one of the
writers of the motion).  If anyone has any comments or suggestions about
the eligibility of electronic fanzines and how to compare and distinguish
them from the traditional printed fanzines, feel free to write me at the
administrative address with your thoughts.  I really am interested to hear
anything people might say that will help in re-writing the proposal for
next year.

Well, that's it for now on Chicon - I'm running out of space.  As soon as
con reports start coming in, they will be made available for those of you
that couldn't attend the convention and wish to know what you missed.

Enjoy!

------------------------------

Date: 23 Aug 91 00:13:30 GMT
From: sakai@rana.usc.edu (Mitsuhiro Sakai)
Subject: Forward

>Anything else out in the "hard" SF world currently?  Anyone willing to
>recommend something?

How about "Martian Rainbow" by R.L.Forward???
It is his newest victory in Hard SF history.
Is there anyone agree with me??????????

Mitsuhiro Sakai
sakai@rana.usc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Sep 91 16:43:22 GMT
From: vaughn@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu (Chris Vaughn)
Subject: Richard Grant

Has anyone out there read any of Richard Grant's books?  I just finished
Saraband of Lost Time, and have read Rumors of Spring and Views from the
Oldest House.  I really love his writing style and his odd VERY
post-apocalypse world(s).

Has he written anything else?

Thanks!

Chris Vaughn
University of Kansas
vaughn@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Sep 91 17:24:13 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Richard Grant

vaughn@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu (Chris Vaughn) says:
>Has anyone out there read any of Richard Grant's books?  I just finished
>Saraband of Lost Time, and have read Rumors of Spring and Views from the
>Oldest House.  I really love his writing style and his odd VERY
>post-apocalypse world(s).

Me too, though Views fell apart somewhat, I think.  Still, it has some
passages that are so deft and so funny that I had to gasp at them a little
bit.  I've never found Saraband - is it in print?

>Has he written anything else?

He has a new novel coming out.  Supposedly out, in fact, but I haven't seen
it.  It's supposedly "straightforward" science fiction, but I wouldn't
guess as to what that means, coming from Grant.  He also has a great essay
in the most recent Nebula Awards volume, on SF and the dreaded "literary
values" debate (you can guess which side he's on), using Nabokov's "Ada" as
its point of departure.  Very interesting, and funny, argument.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Aug 91 20:58:00 GMT
From: jburian@andy.bgsu.edu (John M. Burian)
Subject: Heinlein / Podkayne o' Mars

I recently read Heinlein's _Podkayne of Mars_.  If you haven't, and intend
to do so soon, don't read any further, I'm about to give away the end.

SPOILER WARNING

Okay, the copy I have is a 1987 Ace paperback, one of the series that has
Heinlein's signature running up the right side of the cover.  Almost at the
very end, the lead character (Podkayne, a young lady) damn near gets zipped
by a small nuclear explosion.  A friend claims that in an earlier edition
of the book, Podkayne _does_, in fact, get zipped, and that Heinlein
rewrote the last few pages to allow our adorable, but somewhat dopey,
heroine to live (in a highly charred state).  Yes or no?  Said friend has
been known to be wrong before, and I'm just a little skeptical.  Thanks,
and please respond by mail (at least, not necessarily exclusively).

I want to know.

John M. Burian
jburian@andy.bgsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Aug 91 21:35:47 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: Heinlein / Podkayne o' Mars / << SPOILER ALERT >>

John M. Burian asked:
> I recently read Heinlein's _Podkayne of Mars_.  If you haven't, and
> intend to do so soon, don't read any further, I'm about to give away the
> end.
>
> SPOILER WARNING

> Okay, the copy I have is a 1987 Ace paperback, one of the series that has
> Heinlein's signature running up the right side of the cover.  Almost at
> the very end, the lead character (Podkayne, a young lady) damn near gets
> zipped by a small nuclear explosion.  A friend claims that in an earlier
> edition of the book, Podkayne _does_, in fact, get zipped, and that
> Heinlein rewrote the last few pages to allow our adorable, but somewhat
> dopey, heroine to live (in a highly charred state).  Yes or no?  Said
> friend has been known to be wrong before, and I'm just a little
> skeptical.  Thanks, and please respond by mail (at least, not necessarily
> exclusively).

Your friend is both wrong and right.  There is no "earlier edition" of the
book where she gets killed, because the re-write was done before the first
edition.  However, that's the way Heinlein wrote it originally, and you can
find that ending in "GRUMBLES FROM THE GRAVE."  (I just happened to have my
copy of the magazine serialization lying around where I could check it;
illustrations by Virgil Finlay, no less.)

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 91 18:41:08 GMT
From: BECKS@taunivm.tau.ac.il (Sara Beck)
Subject: Eight Skilled Gentlemen

I just read "Eight Skilled Gentlemen" by Barry Hughart, and I am appealing
to others who have read it - WHAT does the ending mean? I will say no more
for fear of spoilers.  

S. Beck

------------------------------

Date: 5 Sep 91 16:28:59 GMT
From: cellar!emrys@uunet.uu.net (mitch gorman)
Subject: Re: _The Hawk's Grey Feather_ opinions?

jasmine@sscux1.ssc.gov (karissa walden) writes:
> I am currently reading _The Hawk's Grey Feather_ by Patricia Kennealy and
> so far I love it.  I was wondering what everyone else's opinion is of
> her, this book and the others she has written.

   I've been reading PK's books for a while.  It's a bit fluffy, but it's
definitely a lot of fun.  THGF was, well, not quite up to what the first
three books had me expecting.  Hopefully, it'll pick up again in the next
one (anyone know when that's coming?).

Mitch
emrys@cellar.uucp
cellar!emrys@tredysvr.tredydev.unisys.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Aug 91 22:58:04 GMT
From: abacus!jmf@fernwood.mpk.ca.us (Joan Frankel)
Subject: Re: Daimano and R. A. MacAvoy

fitz@wang.com (Tom Fitzgerald) writes:
>aw1s+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew David Weiland) writes:
>> I'd also love to hear what everyone else thinks of the Daimano series,
>> and the rest of R. A. MacAvoy's work.
>
>It's all good.  Every bit of it.  "Tea with the Black Dragon" is the best.
>The other ones I know of are:
>
>3 Damiano books: Damiano, Damiano's lute, Raphael
>Tea with the Black Dragon
>Twisting the Rope (sequel to TwtBD)
>The Third Eagle
>The Grey Horse
>The Book of Kells
>
>Another just came out in paperback recently, but I don't know the name.

I just read "Lens of the World" in hard cover, don't know if this is the
one that just hit paper.  It's advertised as book I of a trilogy, which
somehow didn't fill me with joy, as I feel MacAvoy's Damiano trilogy is
easily her worst work. (Her worst work is infinitely better than many other
people's best.)

Capsule review:

Lens really doesn't have that MacAvoy spin on it til the disappointably
formulaic but fast-moving and emotionally satisfying last 3rd.

You are given fair warning at the beginning of the 1st 2/3rds of its slow,
reflective air by the journalist narrator.  (Journalist here means a guy
who is documenting his early life, not Arthur Kent atop the nearest Desert
Hilton.)

The society is familiarly feudal, at the dawn of a technical age.

The bulk of the story concerns the narrator, Nazurhet, a man with no
accessible niche in his world, and his relationship to a mysterious
gentleman/gradeA-behaviormod-squad type who becomes his teacher.

You are supposed to like the psych-out guy, Powl, despite his inexplicable,
only occasional, casual cruelty, because Nazurhet does.  Nazurhet likes him
because he's the only authority figure who's ever paid attention to him or
even intermittently cared for him.  Powl does get explained, at least in
part, in the last 3rd of the book, which is partially what makes it
predictable.  He was a stronger (if meaner) character as a complete cipher.

If you subtract the behaviorist stuff, the atmospheric background of this
book is strongly reminiscent of a much better book, also book I of a
series, "A Princess of the Chamelyn" (by someone who's name will probably
stay on the tip of my brain til I get back to the library).  That's what's
most disappointing; MacAvoy is usually derivative of/reminiscent of
no-one, not even her own other works.

The common factors are a strongly matter-of-fact, thoughtful recounting of
day-to-day life in an very-close-to-historical society, and the almost
total absence of typical science-fiction/fantasy plot devices/talents.

Chamelyn has some isolated weird happenings and extraordinarily puny
psychic talents, but the weird happenings are there as stories for the
characters to mull over on slow evenings, much as we might tell ghost
stories around a good fire, and the mediocre psychic talent the narrator
shares with her grandmother serves as no more than an intermittent,
unreliable, soundless video link might to us; in itself it does nothing to
enable the characters to improve their lot, although it occasionally gives
them information to feel wistful about.
    
We are given to believe that any extraordinary psychic experience Nazhuret,
the narrator of Lens, has, *might* be merely the product of heightened
expectation in the mind of an isolated, lonely boy...  on the other hand,
Powl *might* be a magician after all, behind all the psychological
manipulating.  Perhaps we get more info next book.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Aug 91 02:20:16 GMT
From: whit@milton.u.washington.edu (John Whitmore)
Subject: Re: Daimano and R. A. MacAvoy

fitz@wang.com (Tom Fitzgerald) writes:
>> and the rest of R. A. MacAvoy's work.
>
>It's all good.  Every bit of it.  "Tea with the Black Dragon" is the best.
>The other ones I know of are:
>
>3 Damiano books: Damiano, Damiano's lute, Raphael
>Tea with the Black Dragon
>Twisting the Rope (sequel to TwtBD)
>The Third Eagle
>The Grey Horse
>The Book of Kells
>
>Another just came out in paperback recently, but I don't know the name.

   The Lens of the World

   Yes, R. A. MacAvoy is on my 'must buy' list.  Read one of the Cormac Mac
Art books after reading _The Book of Kells_; the connections are very
amusing.

   There is very little similarity from one book to the next, the themes
vary as broadly as the characters.  This means you can usually find a way
to hook a friend on MacAvoy.

   Allyn likes Celtic music, so I mentioned that there was really only one
Celtic music-based science fiction work that I knew of.  She immediately
borrowed _Twisting the Rope_ and soon inquired about other works from the
same author.

John Whitmore

------------------------------

Date: 21 Aug 91 05:14:41 GMT
From: grimm@eecae.ee.msu.edu (Jerry Michael Grimm)
Subject: Re: Fallen Angels

I too enjoyed Fallen Angels.  It was quite a fun read.

I am willing to make a prediction:

  THOSE WHO LIKED _FALLEN ANGELS_, WARTS AND ALL, PROBABLY ARE
  REALLY ACTIVE IN SCIENCE FICTION FANDOM AND CONVENTIONEERING.

IMHO, the "Tuckerized" fans were much more interesting than the main
characters.  And I do have trouble with their ecological physics and
political situation.  But given stuff I have seen elsewhere, and the
general derision of science and the scientific method, it could (the
politics) very well happen.

Mike Grimm

------------------------------

Date: 21 Aug 91 16:56:41 GMT
From: abl@thevenin.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Re: Fallen Angels

grimm@eecae.ee.msu.edu (Jerry Michael Grimm) writes:
> I am willing to make a prediction:
>
>   Those Who Liked _Fallen Angels_, Warts And All, Probably Are
>   Really Active In Science Fiction Fandom And Conventioneering.

Wrong.  I've never set foot in a con, nor do I intend to, and I liked
Fallen Angels, within its limits of a fun romp and 'cautionary tale/wish
fullfilment/revenge' story.

My guess is that there is a large crowd of SF readers who don't care to be
fanatical about it.  I've been reading SF for more than 20 years, and I've
picked up enough about 'fen' to see what the authors were getting at in the
book.

BTW: what about the spaceship/launcher advertised in the story ?  Are they
selling shares ?  If the project is any good, I can't believe that no one
will buy - even with a 10 or 20 year latency in payoff.

Antonio B. Leal
Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA. 15213   U.S.A.
[412] 268-2937
abl@ece.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Aug 91 21:48:05 GMT
From: marc@ekhomeni.austin.ibm.com (Marc Wiz)
Subject: Re: Fallen Angels

abl@thevenin.ece.cmu.edu (Antonio Leal) writes:
> Wrong.  I've never set foot in a con, nor do I intend to, and I liked
> Fallen Angels, within its limits of a fun romp and 'cautionary tale/wish
> fullfilment/revenge' story.
> 
> My guess is that there is a large crowd of SF readers who don't care to
> be fanatical about it.  I've been reading SF for more than 20 years, and
> I've picked up enough about 'fen' to see what the authors were getting at
> in the book.

The following is not a flame nor directed at anyone personally.  It is just
request for a discussion.

I cannot resist bringing this up especially in light of Harlan's
"Xenogenesis" article in Issac Asimov's last year.

Why would one not wish to set foot in a con?  I would like to hear
Antonio's and other's reasons.

Also while we're all aware of the "get a life" syndrome, what is it that
Antonio and others have picked up about fen?

I have not read "Fallen Angels" but I am a member of LASFS and can well
attest to the need to "get a life" exhibited by many members.  On the other
hand there are a members of the club who lead balanced lives ...

Marc Wiz
marc@aixwiz.austin.ibm.com 
uunet!cs.utexas.edu!ibmchs!auschs!ekhomeni.austin.ibm.com!marc

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 9 Sep 1991        Volume 16 : Issue 375

Today's Topics:

                 Administrivia - Monthly Reminders,
		 Books - May & McKillip & Niven (2 msgs) &
                         Pratchett & Sanders & Stafford &
                         Vance (3 msgs) & Van Vogt &
                         Wilder (3 msgs) & Cyberpunk &
                         NightFall

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Sun, 8 Sep 91 13:28:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Administrivia

It is time once again for the monthly reminders:

Problems, administrative questions, and requests for addition or removal to
the mailing list should always be sent to SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
Submissions for the digest are to be sent to SF-LOVERS@RUTGERS.EDU
***ONLY***.  Error messages, particularly those generated automatically by
mailers, should always go to SF-LOVERS-ERRORS@RUTGERS.EDU which is the
address specified in the "Errors-To:" field.

If you have information about a convention that you wish to have listed in
the convention listings maintained in the archives, you can send complete
information to SF-LOVERS-CONS@RUTGERS.EDU and it will be included in the
listings as soon as possible.  Information should be sent at least one
month prior to the date of the convention in order to insure that it is
listed in time.

Unfortunately, due to the large volume of mail that I receive every day,
messages sent to the wrong address are very likely to be unprocessed.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Aug 91 13:10:00 GMT
From: E_CMA@vaxa.nerc-murchison.ac.uk
Subject: Milieu Trilogy, any news?

The header says it all! I keep hearing rumours about the forthcoming
publication of Julian May's Milieu Trilogy. Is there anything in the way of
a firm date!

Cheers.

Dr Carolyn M. Allen
British Geological Survey
Murchison House
West Mains Road
Edinburgh, Scotland EH9,3LA
+44 31-667-1000 x277
CBS%UK.AC.NERC-MURCHISON.VAXA::E_CMA     
JANET: e_cma@uk.ac.nmh.va                

------------------------------

Date: 24 Aug 91 03:30:37 GMT
From: dana@chaos.cs.brandeis.edu (Dana Goldblatt)
Subject: Re: McKillip writes SF?

Fool's Run was an unusual reading experience for me.  I read it the first
time and got the impression that I didn't understand it, I was missing
something.  Then I read it the second time and found I'd been right.  There
is a (somewhat) difficult to follow sequence of events in this book, but it
does make sense when you figure it out.  It reminds me of the second time I
read her Riddle Master series (first time was around age 9); I couldn't
believe that all that stuff about shapechangers made sense - they were
explained.  The first time I read it it seemed like a bunch of unconnected
events.  Exciting, but confusing.  Maybe this shows feeblemindedness; maybe
just a lack of respect for her as a writer which had me read her books too
fast to pick up on everything.  Either way, it is worth a re-reading if you
didn't really understand everything.  It is all tied up even if it doesn't
look it.

Dana
 

------------------------------

Date: 22 Aug 91 22:57:24 GMT
From: jasonf@wayfarer.eng.sun.com (Jason Freund)
Subject: Pak Protectors: Other books?

   I noticed there's a lot of books about Kzin.  I was wondering if there's
any more with Protectors?  I read Protector 3 times already - it's one of
my favorite SF books.  Is there anything else out there?  (I mean besides
any of Niven's other books)

------------------------------

Date: 26 Aug 91 18:03:25 GMT
From: jasonf@wayfarer.eng.sun.com (Jason Freund)
Subject: N-Space, Niven

   I just re-started reading this group so please excuse this message if
it's already been discussed.

Some of the stories haven't been published in any of his books - so this
is a good deal.

Any comments on some of the previously unpublished stories?  I haven't
started it yet - still reading something else.  Anyway, just got N-Space
and here is a list of what's in it:

Introduction: The Maker of Worlds by Tom Clancy		
On Niven (by David Brin, Gregory Benford, Wendy All,	
   John Hertz, Steven Barnes, and Frederik Pohl)	
Dramatis Personae
Foreword: Playgrounds for the Mind
From: WORLD OF PTAVVS			
Bordered in Black			
Convergent Series			
All the Myriad Ways			
From: A GIFT FROM EARTH			
For a Foggy Night			
The Meddler				
Passerby				
Down in Flames				
From: RINGWORLD				
The Fourth Profession			
"Shall We Indulge in Rishathra?" (w/ cartoons by William Rotsler)
Man of Steel, Woman of Kleenex			
Inconstant Moon					
What Can You Say about Chocolate Covered Manhole Covers?
Cloak of Anarchy				
From: PROTECTOR					
The Hole Man					
Night on Mispec Moor				
Flare Time					
The Locusts (with Steven Barnes)		
From: THE MOTE IN GOD'S EYE (w/ Jerry Pournelle)
Building The Mote in God's Eye (w/ Jerry Pournelle)	
Brenda
The Return of William Proxmire
The Tale of the Jinni and the Sisters
Madness Has Its Place			
Niven's Laws				
The Kiteman				
The Alien in Our Minds			
Space					
Bibliography of Lary Niven		

------------------------------

Date: 23 Aug 91 23:59:58 GMT
From: lis@chaos.cs.brandeis.edu (Elisabeth Riba)
Subject: Seeking list of Pratchett's books

I've just read _Good_Omens_ by Neil Gaiman and Terry Pratchett and found it
one of the best books I have read in a long time (it reminded me of Douglas
Adams back when he used to be funny).

Since I've read most of Gaiman's other work (Don't Panic, Sandman) I'd like
to start reading Pratchett.  However, I a) don't know what he's written, b)
don't know what's worth reading, and c) don't know what order to read them
in.  I know he's written a Discworld series, but I don't know which comes
first, second and so on.  I also saw in somebody's .sig a quote from a
Pratchett book on cats?  Is this true?

Please help me.  Email or Posted replies; if there's enough demand, I'll
compile a complete list and post it.  Thank you for your support.

lis@cs.brandeis.edu

------------------------------

Date: Thu, 5 Sep 91 08:58 EDT
From: mtgzy!ecl@att.att.com
Subject: THE WILD BLUE AND THE GRAY by William Sanders

	       THE WILD BLUE AND THE GRAY by William Sanders
		 Questar, 1991, ISBN 0-446-36142-9, $4.50.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   "The Wild Blue" in the title is "the wild blue yonder"; "the Gray" are
the airmen of the Confederate States of America.  Yes, it's another "What
if the South won the Civil War?" alternate history.  But this one doesn't
take place on the North American continent, but instead on the European
battlefields of World War I, or rather, above them.  In this universe the
Confederate States is helping the Allies (Britain, France, and presumably
Russia) fight the Central Powers (Germany and Austro-Hungary).  And our
main character, Amos Ninekiller, is on loan to the Confederate air force
from the Cherokee Flying Corps of the Indian Nations.

   The details of how the South won are left somewhat hazy - the British
navy came in on their side, but no other real information is given.
Sanders instead sticks to telling a good World War I adventure story set in
the universe.  And a good story it is, with action and danger.  Sanders can
describe a dogfight or a battle so that you feel as if you're there.
Perhaps he's no Humphrey Cobb or Erich Maria Remarque, but he does not
gloss over the horrors of war in order to tell his story either.

   By using a Cherokee as his main character, Sanders is able to show us
everything from an "outsider's" point of view.  He even manages to touch
briefly on an issue that the United States armed forces in our universe
didn't come to terms with until after World War II: racial integration.
(Am I reading too much into it to see a parallel with the current furor
over the military's continued discrimination against gay and lesbian
soldiers?  Probably.)

   Now, any alternate history fan knows that half the fun of reading an
alternate history story is picking nits.  And I have some - minor ones to
be sure, but this is part of the game.  For starters, William Falkner
didn't change his name to Faulkner until 1924, eight years after the story
takes place.  The character mentioned on page 130 (no fair peeking!) did
not get involved in politics until later either.  And the inclusion of a
madam named Rhetticia O'Hara whose father always said, "Frankly my dear, I
don't give a --," can only be described as a serious miscalculation brought
on by the author's having read too many Simon Hawke "Time Wars" books.

   Sanders also uses some stock alternate history tricks.  (This is not a
complaint.  Every genre has its conventions.)  One character muses how if
the Union had won then the current war wouldn't be in the mess it was (when
of course the reader knows that it did and it was).  Sanders also takes a
jab at a recent president at the end of chapter 2 by describing a parallel
situation in the alternate world, which led me to fear that every chapter
might have a similar punch line.  Luckily, they didn't.  Consider this a
hint to the beginning alternate history reader: check the chapter and scene
breaks.  Things that happen right before them are frequently meaningful
parallelisms; things that happen right after them are usually not.  For
example, if you have an alternate World War II novel, at the end of a
chapter you might get:

     After checking in, Frank decided to drop by the mess to meet
     his shipmates.  The only man sitting there was a young man in
     his twenties.  Frank approached him.  "Hi, my name's Frank
     Clark."

     The man stuck out his hand.  "Please to meet you," he said in
     a thick Boston accent.  "I'm John Kennedy."

while at the beginning of a chapter the same scene would read:

     After checking in, Frank decided to drop by the mess to meet
     his shipmates.  The only man sitting there was a young man in
     his twenties.  Frank approached him.  "Hi, my name's Frank
     Clark."

     The man stuck out his hand.  "Please to meet you," he said in
     a thick Boston accent.  "I'm Bill Jones."

   Anyway, to get back to the work at hand, Sanders seems to go with the
"tide of history" theory in that World War I in this universe is remarkably
similar to World War I in ours, but fans of the "great man" theory will
find him sympathetic to their cause as well.  While I greatly enjoyed THE
WILD BLUE AND THE GRAY, Sanders does leave a couple of loose ends lying
around (for possible sequels, no doubt - one is even *created* toward the
end of the book) that I would have preferred to see tied up.  Still, the
book stands by itself and provides a thumping good read, nothing to be
sneezed at today.  Highly recommended.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Aug 91 19:51:24 GMT
From: nouredin@omj.gna.tfd.com (Nouredine Abboud)
Subject: Greg Stafford's books

Hello, 

   I'm a role playing game fan, and I'm looking for stuff about Greg
Stafford's writings (author of the frp called "Runequest", and of a world,
Glorantha) .
   So, if you know about books written by Stafford (not rules, or role
playing aids) could you answer in this group ?

------------------------------

Date: 23 Aug 91 16:16:39 GMT
From: mcf@hera.uucp (Mark Feber)
Subject: Re: Vance

Of course, there is also the short story collection recently published by
Underwood Miller (1990), Chateau D'If, containing the eponymous story and
others that escape me at the present time.  As is usual with recent
Vance/UW titles it was published in trade hardcover, limited hardcover (300
copies) and quarter bound leather (26 copies).

------------------------------

Date: 28 Aug 91 16:21:59 GMT
From: REC@ncsuvm.cc.ncsu.edu
Subject: Sequel to Araminta Station

Does anyone have information on the sequel to Jack Vance's Araminta
Station?  This was to be the first of a projected three novel sequence.
It's about the right time for #2 but I've seen no announcement,
advertising, etc.  Has anyone?  

Richard Chandler

------------------------------

Date: 29 Aug 91 23:57:29 GMT
From: moews@math.berkeley.edu (David Moews)
Subject: Re: Sequel to Araminta Station

REC@ncsuvm.cc.ncsu.edu writes:
>Does anyone have information on the sequel to Jack Vance's
>Araminta Station? 

Yes.  It's called ECCE AND OLD EARTH, and, as I think somebody already
mentioned, it has just been released (in hardback.)

David Moews
moews@math.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Aug 91 23:10:01 GMT
From: sjs@hood.hood.caltech.edu (Stephen Speicher)
Subject: A. E. VanVogt

I have not seen anything new from A. E. Van Vogt for some time.  Does
anyone know if he is ok, and if any new books are forthcoming?

He is my favorite SF writer.
 
Thanks.

Stephen
sjs@hood.hood.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Aug 91 23:52:18 GMT
From: abacus!jmf@fernwood.mpk.ca.us (Joan Frankel)
Subject: Insert into review

(I know Chamelyn is a title word, not the author; I'm looking her up.  I
remember everything about her but her damn name: She's from New Zealand,
her other series is about a world of humanoid marsupials in a highly
structured clan-society and the human who lands on their world into a
scrambled political climate (she's great at realistic political scenarios),
called "The Luck of Brin's Five", the Luck-piece being the stranded human.
This has nothing to do with the rest of this posting, by the way...)

In all fairness, since I leaned into the old compare-and-contrast technique
in my recent short review of MacAvoy's "Lens of the World", I ought to give
a small overview of "Princess of the Chamelyn", the book I compared Lens
to:

Chamelyn recounts the coming-of-age of a girl whose parents have been
deposed as joint hereditary rulers of a 2-tribes-at-truce realm.  The
society is medieval/feudal.  The girl is largely an observer and victim of
events, she is in no position to be a mover and shaker.  Her aim is to
allow friendly forces to manipulate the political climate so as to enable
her to recover the throne, not from any real desire to rule but because the
people who have replaced her parents are despots and the country is
failing.

Chamelyn is book I of a trilogy in which each book covers the life of a
different pivotal figure in a joint saga.

Yet another book which shares the coming-of-age in a much-more-historical-
than-fantastical society and matter-of-fact narrative style is Tanith Lee's
"Heroine of the World".  The lead character in this one is largely an
innocent pawn, unlike the conscious participation of Chemelyn's princess or
Lens's Nazhuret's eventual fling at joining the real and political world
he's always watched from a cloistered atmosphere.  Heroine is recommendable
mostly as "finally...Lee without ghouls!"  and doesn't hold a candle to
either Chamelyn or Lens.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Aug 91 13:52:29 GMT
From: abacus!jmf@fernwood.mpk.ca.us (Joan Frankel)
Subject: I looked it up

The name of that author for which I was searching last night is Cherry
Wilder.  I had to go look it up.  I hate it when that happens.

She wrote the Chamelyn trilogy:  A Princess of Chamelyn, Yorath the Wolf,
                                 I forget the 3rd, and didn't look it up
                                 -think it's called "The King of Summer"

I highly recommend these, even though the middle book is as blunt and
unadorned as its namesake.  The first book is by far the best, and easily
stands alone, not a bad thing for those who are sick of trilogies. You
won't die if you read any of these out of sequence, but I didn't.

She wrote the "Luck of Brin's Five" series, which gets better in later
books as it gets more politically complicated.

She wrote another book, not part of any series, about which at the moment I
can only remember that it was very good.  Brain failure strikes again.

------------------------------

Date: 28 Aug 91 06:09:38 GMT
From: rknowles@garnet.berkeley.edu
Subject: Re: I looked it up

jmf@abacus.uucp (Joan Frankel) writes:
>The name of that author for which I was searching last night is Cherry
>Wilder.  I had to go look it up.  I hate it when that happens.
>
>She wrote the Chamelyn trilogy:  A Princess of Chamelyn, Yorath the Wolf,
>                                 I forget the 3rd, and didn't look it up
>                                 -think it's called "The King of Summer"

Actually, it's Chameln, A Princess of the Chameln and the 3rd is The
Summer's King.  The stand alone book you referred to is Second Nature.

------------------------------

Date: 22 Aug 91 19:56:41 GMT
From: nouredin@omj.gna.tfd.com (Nouredine Abboud)
Subject: cyberpunk books

If you've read Cyberpunk books, post something about them. I'm also looking
for a list of all the cyberpunk books.

BYE and please help me !!

------------------------------

Date: 23 Aug 91 09:15:27 GMT
From: bernd@bwhwob.sub.org (Bernd Wiegmann)
Subject: Re: NightFall by Asimov&Silverberg

Acacio_Cruz.NSSC@rxp.xerox.COM writes:
> Now, Asimov has re-written the story with Silverberg and I hope it's as
> great as the short story. I'll keep you in touch!

I've read the editorial of Asimov's Science Fiction Magazine a few days
ago. It is about the old story Nightfall. Asimov writes, that Silverberg
wrote the new NightFall alone. Asimov made some changes (very few), but
Silverberg did the whole job.

Bernd Wiegmann
Rolandstrasse 5
D-3180 Wolfsburg 1
+49 5363 4353
bernd@bwhwob.sub.org

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

                    Administrivia - Archives,
		    Books - Anthony (11 msgs) & Reviews

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Sun, 8 Sep 91 14:00:18 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Archives

One of the long standing traditions of SF-LOVERS is keeping back issues and
related files in a publicly accessible area.  The SF-LOVERS archives are
currently stored on ELBERETH.RUTGERS.EDU (128.6.4.61) which is a unix
machine.  The archives are currently available to anyone with FTP access to
this machine.

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Previously BITNET sites could not get access to the
archives.  This is no longer true.  Please see below for instructions on
how to access the archives.

Please do not send mail asking me to mail you files from the archives.
They are way too big to be transmitted via mail without getting various
system administrators on the network extremely upset.  Anyone who wants
access to the archives that does not have access to FTP on their machine,
may follow the instructions given below for BITNET subscribers.

Note: The machine you are connecting to is a unix machine.  As with all
unix machines, it is case sensitive.  This means that filenames and
directory names *must* be entered as given.

Instructions for INTERNET users:

To access the archives, you need to login with ftp using the anonymous
login function.  Below is a sample session (The "%" and "ftp>" are prompts,
yours may vary):

% ftp elbereth.rutgers.edu
Connected to elbereth.rutgers.edu.
220 elbereth.rutgers.edu FTP server
Name (elbereth.rutgers.edu:<userid>): anonymous
331 Guest login ok, send ident as password.
Password:
230 Guest login ok, access restrictions apply.
ftp> cd pub/sfl
ftp> get <filename>
ftp> quit

Instructions for BITNET users:

To access the archives, the principle is the same however it must be
handled via mail since there is no way to do it interactively.  You can
send mail to BITFTP@PUCC.BITNET with the following as the text of the
message:

FTP elbereth.rutgers.edu
USER anonymous
CD pub/sfl
GET <filename>

You will probably get two mail messages back.  One from the server itself
informing you that the request went through and the other will be the
actual file retrieved.  I haven't tried this for multiple files so I don't
know if each file retrieved comes back as a separate message or not.

The files in the archives are generally too large to send through normal
mail so please do not ask for copies to be sent to you through
mail.  If you cannot access the archives through one of the methods given
above, then, for the present, you will not be able to gain access to these
files.  

 Below is a partial list of the files that are currently available in the
archives:

Episode Guides:

   20 blakes7.guide
   18 doctor-who.guide
   18 galactica.guide       
   10 galactica80.guide     
   36 lost-in-space.guide
    6 max-headroom.guide        [Incomplete]
   28 new-twilight-zone.guide   [Possibly incomplete]
   22 outerlimits.guide
   10 prisoner.guide
   24 quantum-leap.guide
    8 red-dwarf.guide
   14 space:1999.guide
   12 star-blazers.guide
   14 star-trek-animated.guide
   66 star-trek-tng.guide       [complete with fourth season episodes]
   26 star-trek.guide
    6 tomorrow-people.guide
   70 twilight-zone.guide

Text Files:

   20 amber-timeline.txt
   64 amber.parody          [parody of the Zelazny's Amber series]
   68 argon.txt
*  48 cons.txt              [updated as of September 4]
   32 decwars.txt
   24 down-in-flames.txt
   86 hitch-hikers-guide-to-the-net.txt
*  20 hugos.txt             [updated with 1991 winners]
    8 klingonaase.txt
    6 nebulas.txt
    4 saturn.txt
   92 the-enchanted-duplicator.txt
    4 world-fantasy-awards.txt

Back Issues of SF-LOVERS:

   1872 sf-lovers.v1
   1904 sf-lovers.v2
   1856 sf-lovers.v3
   1760 sf-lovers.v4
    816 sf-lovers.v5
   1744 sf-lovers.v6
    592 sf-lovers.v7
   1648 sf-lovers.v8
   3600 sf-lovers.v9
   7472 sf-lovers.v10
   6752 sf-lovers.v11
   4944 sf-lovers.v12a
   4000 sf-lovers.v12b
   6000 sf-lovers.v13
   7568 sf-lovers.v14
   4352 sf-lovers.v15a  [Jan 1990 - June 1990]
   3456 sf-lovers.v15b  [July 1990 - December 1990]

Also in the archives: the author lists provided and maintained by John Wenn
are available in the directory pub/sfl/authorlists.  The list for each
author is contained in its own file with the filenames being in the form:
Lastname.Firstname, e.g. Niven.Larry (Please remember, unix filenames are
case sensitive).  Many of the authorlists have recently been updated.  The
complete set of authorlists are also available in the main archive
directory in convenient unix compressed tar format as sf-authors.tar.Z
 
A few notes about the files.  The number that appears to the left of the
file, is the size of the file in kilobytes.  All of the back issues except
for volume 1 are in BABYL mail format.  The first volume, sf-lovers.v1,
includes a number of messages from the early days before digests and there
is much of "historical" interest.

The current volume is Volume 16.  Old issues of this volume may be found in
the same directory as the archives.  They are in the files sf-lovers.xxxyy
where "xxx" is the month of publication and "yy" is the current year.  For
more recent back issues, send your request to
SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
 
Files in the archives that have been modified within the last month or are
new entries are denoted with a "*" in the lists above.  If anyone notes any
errors or would like to supply missing information, please write to
SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Aug 91 22:54:35 GMT
From: cr2p+@andrew.cmu.edu (Chinarut Ruangchotvit)
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony - A question

I've just read 'firefly' by Piers Anthony and thought it was a very
interesting book indeed.  Being the first 'horror' I've read by him, I look
very foward to reading any others of the type.  Any suggestions?

Someone please comment on his book 'Ghost.'  I'm very interested in
possibly reading it next.  Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Aug 91 16:17:23 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony - A question

cr2p+@andrew.cmu.edu (Chinarut Ruangchotvit) writes:
>Someone please comment on his book 'Ghost.'  I'm very interested in
>possibly reading it next.  Thanks.

I've read that Ghost was PA's first story that generated criticism that
truly annoyed him. Ghost deserved to be critic fodder.  Its principal
attribute was strangeness. The strangeness was apparently supposed to make
sense. It didn't.

Likewise one might as well quit reading the Blue Adept series after the
excellent first three.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Aug 91 20:04:17 GMT
From: mute@wpi.wpi.edu (Joshua Thompson Brandt)
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony - A question

hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry) writes:
>Likewise one might as well quit reading the Blue Adept series after the
>excellent first three.

Continuing a trilogy that was complete as a trilogy is a crime PA commits
far too often. The first three Blue Adept books were wonderful.  Similarly,
the first Incarnations book was great, with a decent atmosphere.  The next
(what, 7 or 8 novels?) seemed to take place in a completely different
world.

I still say that reading his earlier books is a pleasure, regardless of how
much his quality has dropped since.

Joshua Brandt
mute@wpi.wpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Aug 91 02:32:59 GMT
From: enthrall@casbah.acns.nwu.edu (Andrew Wolf)
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony - Incarnations of Immortality

Someone said "the first one is good, the rest (7 or 8?) seem to be in a
different world."

First of all, there are only SEVEN of them, one for each Incarnation:

Death, Time, War, Fate, Nature, Satan, and God.

I think that YOU were in a different world when you read them, for they
all, each and every one, take place in the same world, and deal with the
same plot/relationships as the previous, if only from a different point of
view and perhaps timeframe.

They are worth finishing, although the first and sixth are the best.

I must restate my last post in the argument that Piers' writing is not at
the level of most people's expectations - he is infinitely more
intellectual.

NO, this is NOT a joke-post.  I mean what I type.

Again, read them for yourself.

Andy Wolf

------------------------------

Date: 28 Aug 91 05:39:38 GMT
From: alangton@suna.mqcc.mq.oz.au (Andrew Langton)
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony - A question

craigb@awdprime.austin.ibm.com writes:
>cr2p+@andrew.cmu.edu (Chinarut Ruangchotvit) writes:
>> Someone please comment on his book 'Ghost.'  I'm very interested in
>> possibly reading it next.  
>
>Skip it. Trust me.

I don't know, I rather liked _Ghost_.  The ending was a bit strange,
though.  Very like _Macroscope_'s ending.

Give it a try.  If you don't like it, you don't have to keep reading.

Andrew
alangton@suna.mqcc.mq.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 28 Aug 91 15:35:12 GMT
From: vahlberg@cs.uq.oz.au (Jon Vahlberg)
Subject: Piers Anthony

By now we have heard from everyone who says they like Piers Anthony. Isn't
there anyone else besides me that hates his books. I profess to not having
read all his books but the ones I have doesn't spurn me on to read any
others.  Anyone else like that?

Next question:

I remember somewhere someone saying that Piers Anthony was the American
version of Michael Moorcock (sorry can't remember the source). Does anyone
agree/disagree. I disagree as I think M.M is a lot better but I would like
to hear opinions.

Jon

------------------------------

Date: 28 Aug 91 17:24:32 GMT
From: chenchen@wheatena.berkeley.edu
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony

vahlberg@cs.uq.oz.au writes:
>I remember somewhere someone saying that Piers Anthony was the American
>version of Michael Moorcock (sorry can't remember the source). Does anyone
>agree/disagree. I disagree as I think M.M is a lot better but I would like
>to hear opinions.

Maybe in terms of quantity of books, but that'd be about it.  MM kicks his
ass in quality any day of the week.  It's quite arguable that MM has
serious artisitic intent in his works (though I've not read anything very
recent), while Piers Anthony seems to have a few neat ideas once in a while
that get blown up into 5 book sets. (Oh, they do write lots of series)

On a larger scale, MM was the editor of a SF magazine (I forget the name),
and is one of the people responsible for the so-called "Next Wave" in
British SF.  I don't see a similar level of influence in PA's work.

And I also believe (correct me if I'm wrong) that Moorcock was the first to
conceive of the "multiverse", an idea that has become common in fantasy.
Or at very least, he coined the term.

Cheng-Jih Chen

------------------------------

Date: 28 Aug 91 19:18:55 GMT
From: memcr@uno.edu (The Barren One)
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony - A question

cr2p+@andrew.cmu.edu (Chinarut Ruangchotvit) writes:
>I would like any comments on his book 'Ghost.'  Any suggestions?

I bought the book after I had read the short story. I don't know which came
first, but IMHO it should have always been a short story. I found it
tedious and rather *boring*.

Just an opinion.

Ed Murphy
University of New Orleans
Computer Research Center
memcr@uno.edu
memcr@uno.bitnet           

------------------------------

Date: 28 Aug 91 19:17:25 GMT
From: alan@starconn.com (Alan Deikman)
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony - Incarnations of Immortality

enthrall@casbah.acns.nwu.edu (Andrew Wolf) writes:
>I think that YOU were in a different world when you read them, for they
>all, each and every one, take place in the same world, and deal with the
>same plot/relationships as the previous, if only from a different point of
>view and perhaps timeframe.
>
>They are worth finishing, although the first and sixth are the best.

I agree.  What I find fascinating about these books is how completely they
can tell the same story from a different point of view.  By far the
toughest protagonist to reconcile is Satan, who is the villan in all the
prior volumes.  He becomes a sympathetic character, which I suspect PA did
NOT plan when he wrote the first three.  But he not only pulls it off, but
makes his character grow better than any of the others in a credible way.

Definitely worth reading.

Alan Deikman

------------------------------

Date: 29 Aug 91 07:26:00 GMT
From: DCW107@psuvm.psu.edu
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony

I guess that I'm the only one who didn't like "On a Pale Horse."

Sorry, I just found the characters were all flat, Death was a gullible
twit, and the other immortals kept him ignorant for no other reason than to
artificially keep the readers in suspense.

Sorry if this offends some people.  It's just my opinion.

Dan W.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Aug 91 16:01:30 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony

DCW107@psuvm.psu.edu writes:

>I guess that I am the only one who didn't even like "On a Pale Horse". I
>felt that Death was completely unlikeable and his girlfriend showed no
>signs that she was even capable of defeating Satan.  (She just gave up and
>excepted her death, even though she was told her "true" destiny)

True, but incomplete. Remember that in Luna's world fortune telling worked
and her fortune had been told rather explicitly. She had no reason to
suppose that she would have much effect after being killed.

>Also, the other immortals all seemed to know exactly what death had to do
>but refused to tell him in order to artificially keep the reader in
>suspense.

This seemed to be a matter of policy regarding a new incarnation's first
encounter with Satan. There may have been no reason for it, but it was
policy.

>I also thought that the idea of putting the job of judging border line
>souls in the hands a guy who was gets easily conned in chapter one was
>ridiculous.

It isn't hard to find bad judges.

>I haven't even mentioned the little apology for whale hunting PA snuck in.

IT was more of an apology for hunting. PA did not say that it was logical
to hunt a species to extinction.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu

------------------------------

Date: Fri, 6 Sep 91 16:04 EDT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

Title: The Nanotech Chronicles
Author: Michael Flynn
Publisher: Baen
Date: August 1991
Format: paperback, US$4.95
Pages: 339
ISBN: 0-671-72080-5

This is a fix-up novel assembled from six short stories by the author of
_The_Country_of_the_Blind_, five of which have previously appeared in
Analog and the sixth in New Destinies.  They are loosely connected by being
set in the same future, one dominated by the applications of nanotechnology
in which the U.S. has turned inward and the frontiers are dominated by
Brazilians and Japanese.  All are competent, craftsmanlike work in the
traditional Analog vein - meat and potatoes for the hard-SF fan.

Title: The New Hugo Winners
Editor: Isaac Asimov
Publisher: Baen
Date: August 1991
Format: paperback, US$4.50
Pages: 319
ISBN: 0-671-72081-3

Nine fine works - the winners in the short story, novelette and novella
category for the years 1983, 1984 and 1985.  High points include Spider
Robinson's _Melancholy_Elephants_, the short original version of Greg
Bear's _Blood_Music_, and David Brin's _The_Crystal_Spheres_.  Strongly
recommended!

Title: Man-Kzin Wars IV
Author: Donald Kingsbury
Author: Greg Bear
Author: S. M. Stirling
Publisher: Baen
Date: August 1991
Format: paperback, $4.95
Pages: 311
ISBN: 0-671-72079

Two more tales of Niven's favorite felinoids.  Donald Kingsbury's
_The_Survivor_ is a weird reverse-English on Dean Ing's _Cathouse_; this
time it's a stranded Kzin who finds himself attracted to a human woman.
Kingsbury manages to lend the hoary old lecherous-BEM theme a horrifying
new plausibility, because our villain is a bioengineer who can put the lady
through some *real* changes.  The Stirling/Bear collaboration,
disappointingly slight, tells the tale of a human who *became* Kzin - thus
laying the marketing psychology of this series bare for all to see.
Neither is up to the remarkably high standard set by Ing in _Cathouse_.
Better luck next time.

Title: Bloodstone
Author: Karl Edward Wagner
Publisher: Baen
Date: August 1991
Format: paperback, US$4.50
Pages: 308
ISBN: 0-671-72082-1

This reprint from 1975 is one of those books that will really wow you if
you like the weird central character; otherwise it's likely to seem just a
trite piece of generic sword and sorcery, cover by Frazetta.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	     Books - Bass (2 msgs) & Butler (2 msgs) & Dean &
                     M.A. Foster & Gunn & Hinz (3 msgs) & 
                     Jordan (4 msgs) & Fallen Angels (7 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 28 Aug 91 03:15:19 GMT
From: vamplew@probitas.cs.utas.edu.au (Peter Vamplew)
Subject: TJ Bass - Godwhale?

I recently purchased a copy of The Godwhale by T.J. Bass from a local 2nd
hand bookstore, and thought it was a great book.  Does anyone know anything
about this author? Has he/she written anything else?

Peter Vamplew
vamplew@cs.utas.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 28 Aug 91 05:47:17 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: TJ Bass - Godwhale?

vamplew@probitas.cs.utas.edu.au (Peter Vamplew):
>I recently purchased a copy of The Godwhale by T.J. Bass [...]  Does
>anyone know anything about this author? Has he/she written anything else?

"Half Past Human" is a not-quite-as-good book set in the same world at an
earlier time.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Aug 91 12:13:23 GMT
From: lmd@mbunix.mitre.org (Lynn Dzierzanowski)
Subject: Re: Xenogenesis series by Octavia Butler - what is it?

>She does have a pleasingly unique writing style.  I found a number of her
>other books to be excellent stories:
>
>   WILD SEED
>   MIND OF MY MIND
>   CLAY'S ARK
>   and a fourth book I don't recall.

   The book(s) you are missing are PATTERNMASTER and SURVIVOR.  Both are
set in the same universe as WILD SEED, MIND OF MY MIND, and CLAY's ARK, but
follow after.

Lynn Dzierzanowski
The MITRE Corporation
Burlington Road
Bedford, Ma 01730

------------------------------

Date: 28 Aug 91 19:02:03 GMT
From: mctst@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Mary Tabasko)
Subject: Octavia Butler (was Re: Xenogenesis [...])

ericsa@microsoft.UUCP (Eric Sassaman) asks:
>What are the books in Octavia Butler's "Xenogenesis" series?

A bunch of people have answered his question, so I won't. But I did want to
plug my two favorite Butler books, _Wild Seed_ and _Kindred_.

_Wild Seed_ is the story of two effectively immortal people, the things
that draw them together and the things that set them at loggerheads. It's
not hard to find; it's available from the same publisher as the Xenogenesis
trilogy.

_Kindred_ is a sort-of time-travel story, in which a modern black woman
travels back in time to help and guide one of her ancestors in the
slavery-bound south. This one is a bit harder to find; I have a trade
paperback, and I had to look in the Black Studies section of the book store
to find it. Well worth the effort, though; a wonderful book.

Mary Tabasko
371 S. Negley Ave., Apt. 5
Pittsburgh, PA 15232-1110  
412/362-0544 
mctst@unix.cis.pitt.edu
tabasko@icarus.lis.pitt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Aug 91 01:58:31 GMT
From: pho@athena.mit.edu (Pho User)
Subject: Re: Tam Lin by Pamela Dean

CORMACBW@snycenva.BITNET (Barbara Cormack) writes: 
>The novel was an enjoyable read, but seemed mostly to be about being in
>college, with the ballad connection worked in at the very end of the
>story.  I was a little disappointed in it, especially after the
>recommendation.  Anyone out there read it, or have any opinions?

   Unfortunately, I'd agree.  I bought the book with great enthusiasm,
being a fan of Ms. Dean's previous books.  As I read, I kept waiting for
something amazing to happen, and it never did.  There's a sense of wonder
(I know, how cliche'd) that I expect to feel when I read a fantasy story
that I never really felt while reading _Tam_Lin_.
	
   For other versions of the story, I think my favorite is the abbreviated
one in _Silverlock_ (by John Myers Myers).  Anyone else?

Adina Adler
pho@athena.MIT.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 29 Aug 91 21:05:07 GMT
From: jhm@scorch.ebay.sun.com
Subject: M.A. Foster?

Does anyone know what happened to M.A. Foster? For that matter, does anyone
know anything more than his/her name?

Foster wrote some great books in a reasonably steady stream, then just
disappeared, much to my dismay.

Lastly, does anyone have a complete bibliography? I'd like to see if
there's anything I've missed.

[Moderator's Note: There is a bibliography provided by J.  Wenn in the
archives.  The file is pub/sfl/authorlists/Foster.M.A. and is available for
anonymous ftp.]

As I rarely have time to read Usenet, *please* copy all replies directly to
me at jhm@scorch.Ebay.Sun.COM.

Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Aug 91 21:23:32 GMT
From: caruso@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu
Subject: Your Opinion?

Sci-fi Fans:

   Anyone ever read anything by James Gunn?  What's your overall opinion of
his work?

   Please e-mail responses.

David Caruso II
University of Kansas
caruso@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Aug 91 18:18:25 GMT
From: crs-sys!crs@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Chris Gregors  )
Subject: Christopher Hinz Liege Killer Series

I was just wandering through my favorite SF/Fantasy bookstore, and found
the third book in the Leige Killer Series. This one is called The Partawa.
But I've never seen the second book called Ash Ock.

 After a long discussion with the store owner, I found that he hasn't seen
the book either. It seems there has been a change in publisher between the
1st and 3rd books.

 But he offered to order Ash OCk in for me as soon as he finds out who
published it.

Anybody know ?

Chris Gregors
(403) 451-0531 (d)
(403) 481-1313 (n)

------------------------------

Date: 27 Aug 91 18:50:35 GMT
From: rsavoia@sw.stratus.com (Rick Savoia)
Subject: Re: Christopher Hinz Liege Killer Series

You got lucky.  At least you could find one in the bookstore.  The first I
found out about it was when I saw a posting here (with a major league
spoiler right in the subject line I might add!  Thanks to whoever that
was).  I tried ordering it from several bookstores but no one seemed to
know where to get it or their warehouse didn't have it.  I eventually had
to get it from the library.  I finally did find a book store that could
order but I haven't done so yet.

Ash Ock was ok.  Paratwa was much better.  I'd suggest you try your local
library.

Rick

------------------------------

Date: 29 Aug 91 08:48:50 GMT
From: pjh@eng.cam.ac.uk (P.J. Hogben)
Subject: Re: Christopher Hinz Liege Killer Series

crs-sys!crs@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Chris Gregors  ) writes:
>I was just wandering through my favorite SF/Fantasy bookstore, and found
>the third book in the Leige Killer Series. This one is called The Partawa.
>But I've never seen the second book called Ash Ock.
>
> After a long discussion with the store owner, I found that he hasn't seen
>the book either. It seems there has been a change in publisher between the
>1st and 3rd books.
>
> But he offered to order Ash OCk in for me as soon as he finds out who
>published it.
>
>Anybody know ?

I have all three books. The first (Liege Killer) is published by Methuen
and the second two (The Paratwa and Ash Ock) are published by Mandarin.
This is true in Britain anyway, I don't know if it is the same in America.

I really enjoyed all three books and found them very gripping. The only
quibble I have is that the second book doesn't end, it finishes.  (I later
found out that the series was written as two books but that the second book
was over twice as long as the first so it was split for publishing.) I
borrowed the first two books from a friend and then had to dash out and buy
the third (and incidently the first two). I found the second and third
books without problem but I couldn't find the first for ages. I enevtually
found it in "The Forbidden Planet" (an sf book shop in London, though this
won't help you if you aren't in Britain.

Incidently, he has written a fourth book called Anachronisms. It is totally
unconnected with the other three and I am told it isn't so good. I have it
but haven't read it yet so I can't give an opinion on it.

Sorry for waffling on for so long - I hope this information is useful.

Philippa Hogben
pjh@uk.ac.cam.eng
pjh22@uk.ac.cam.phx

------------------------------

Date: 25 Aug 91 02:56:58 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Jordan's Eye of the World

This was fun.  A stay-up-late-until-it's-done book.  The book's main
failing, and it's a serious one, is that it borrows way too heavily,
distractingly, from Tolkien.  It's *not* a LotR knockoff; I think the
similarities come from a major auctorial blind spot.  But if you can get
past that, it's an excellent read.  This is the first book, and book two -
The Great Hunt, is still in trade paperback, so I'd suggest buying it used,
at your leisure.  But I'd suggest buying it.  It really is possible to
inject fresh writing into farmboy-with-mysterious-antecedents-goes-on-
quest-to-save-the-world.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 Aug 91 04:05:45 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Jordan's Eye of the World

dani@netcom.COM (Dani Zweig) sez:
>This was fun.  A stay-up-late-until-it's-done book.  

I agree, and I'm shocked.  I never like this kind of stuff.

>The book's main failing, and it's a serious one, is that it borrows way
>too heavily, distractingly, from Tolkien.  It's *not* a LotR knockoff; I
>think the similarities come from a major auctorial blind spot.  But if you
>can get past that, it's an excellent read.

I think it also rather indebted to Stephen Donaldson, for the angst of its
main characters and for the "too much power!  don't touch me!"  tone.

That said, I agree with Dani that this is good stuff.  In the second
volume, especially, it grows away from its Tolkien/Donaldson beginnings and
starts to look like something new.  I'm looking forward to the next volume.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Aug 91 18:07:33 GMT
From: flee@cs.psu.edu (Felix Lee)
Subject: Re: Jordan's Eye of the World

>This was fun.  A stay-up-late-until-it's-done book.  The book's main
>failing, and it's a serious one, is that it borrows way too heavily,
>distractingly, from Tolkien.  It's *not* a LotR knockoff;

I think the borrowing of images and scenes from Tolkien are deliberate.  It
may be a little heavily done, but it does fit in with the general metaphor
of the wheel of time - what has come before will come again; history
becomes myth becomes history; etc.

Felix Lee
flee@cs.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Aug 91 03:43:02 GMT
From: jhawk@panix.com (John Hawkinson)
Subject: Re: Jordan's Eye of the World

Good book. FYI, sometime [this month, or the next 2, it seems kind of
hazy], the third book in _The_Wheel_Of_Time,

   _The_Dragon_Reborn_,

will be out in hardback. [probably another St. Martin's Press / Tor joint
venture thing].

John Hawkinson
jhawk@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Aug 91 05:39:50 GMT
From: sksircar@stroke.princeton.edu (Subrata Sircar)
Subject: Re: Fallen Angels 

grimm@eecae.ee.msu.edu (Jerry Michael Grimm) writes:
>I am willing to make a prediction:
>
>  THOSE WHO LIKED _FALLEN ANGELS_, WARTS AND ALL, PROBABLY ARE
>  REALLY ACTIVE IN SCIENCE FICTION FANDOM AND CONVENTIONEERING.

Well, I liked Fallen Angels, and I'm not active in fandom by any stretch of
the imagination.  (I've been to two ICONs in Stony Brook and one GenCon in
Wisconsin, and enjoyed them, but that's in the last ten years.)

Subrata Sircar
sksircar@phoenix.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Aug 91 18:01:32 GMT
From: jeffc@hpsadm5.sad.hp.com (Jeff Crowell)
Subject: Re: Fallen Angels

_Fallen Angels_ seemed to suggest that Niven/Pournelle were suggesting
support for their rocket design, and I had the same thought - why not sell
shares to finance some R&D?  I'd sure buy some, and I think a lot of sf
readers would.

Do you suppose either Niven or Pournelle are net lurkers?  Pournelle, at
least, writes a column for a computer mag.

Comments?

Later.

Jeff

------------------------------

Date: 24 Aug 91 14:51:13 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: Fallen Angels

jeffc@hpsadm5.HP.COM (Jeff Crowell) writes:
>Do you suppose either Niven or Pournelle are net lurkers?  Pournelle, at
>least, writes a column for a computer mag.

   I'd strongly doubt it. Pournelle has had a low opinion of USENET since
he lost his account (at MIT, if memory serves) following repeated acts of
foolishness and arrogance beyond the call of reason (or at least beyond his
sysop's tolerance). Legend has it his last posting was something like 'You
can't do this. I have friends in Reagan administration!'

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 25 Aug 91 16:30:37 GMT
From: tyg@caen.engin.umich.edu (Tom Galloway)
Subject: Re: Fallen Angels

jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll) writes:
> Pournelle has had a low opinion of USENET since he lost his account (at
> MIT, if memory serves) following repeated acts of foolishness and
> arrogance beyond the call of reason (or at least beyond his sysop's
> tolerance). Legend has it his last posting was something like 'You can't
> do this. I have friends in Reagan administration!'

Well, the last part is certainly legend, since Jerry didn't get sufficient
advance notification to post any such. Basically, Jerry had a guest account
on an Arpanet (this was a while ago...) machine at MIT. This being a while
ago, one was supposed to keep relatively quiet about the Arpanet in public.
However, Jerry kept mentioning using it in his Byte columns. He was
repeatedly asked to stop doing so by the administrators of the machine.
However, Jerry apparently didn't have much respect for MIT grad students
judging from his responses, which culminated in a response which went
something like "If you can take my account away do it, otherwise leave me
alone". Needless to say, this isn't the smartest thing to say to a group
which can take your guest account away.

Unfortunately, Jerry tried to logon after his account was turned off and
before someone got the bright idea of rigging the account so that the next
time he tried to logon, it'd print out:
"Sorry, this account has been turned off. 
Think of it as evolution in action Jerry."

People were mildly concerned that Jerry would go berserk in his Byte column
about it, but at about the same time Byte started up Bix, and the column
just had a few gratuitous slams at Arpanet and the sysadmins and spent the
rest of the time gloating over how wonderful Bix was and how much better it
was than the Arpanet (During its first month of operation...Yeah, right.)

tyg
tyg@caen.engin.umich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Aug 91 19:16:57 GMT
From: danica@pro-smof.cts.com (Lauren Hanson)
Subject: re: Fallen Angels

I have to say, I am not a "fen" (or whatever), but I did enjoy the book.
It did give me chills, though.  I'd just gotten through taking a course in
Politics of Environmental Issues, and one of the things mentioned in the
class was that rocket exhaust damages the atmosphere... brr.  I have to say
I'd prefer to pay the pollution cost once and get the factories into orbit.

Are fans/cons anywhere near what N & P described them?  I have gone to a
few cons, but have never seen ANYTHING like that.  Maybe I was in the wrong
area!

Internet: danica@pro-smof.cts.com
UUCP:     crash!pro-smof!danica

------------------------------

Date: 27 Aug 91 03:34:42 GMT
From: wlinden@panix.com (Will Linden)
Subject: Re: Fallen Angels

danica@pro-smof.cts.com (Lauren Hanson) writes:
>Are fans/cons anywhere near what N & P described them?  I have gone to a
>few cons, but have never seen ANYTHING like that.  Maybe I was in the
>wrong area!

 Yes. Much of the fun of the book is picking out the fans who are
"tuckerized". (Clearly you were not at Lunacon with the whole BALLROOM
shouting "KILL SETH!!!")

Will Linden
Internet: wlinden@panix.com
UUCP: ...cmcl2!panix!wlinden

------------------------------

Date: 27 Aug 91 19:15:22 GMT
From: hsv3!mvp@vicom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Subject: Re: Fallen Angels 

jeffc@hpsadm5.HP.COM (Jeff Crowell) writes:
>_Fallen Angels_ seemed to suggest that Niven/Pournelle were suggesting
>support for their rocket design, and I had the same thought - why not sell
>shares to finance some R&D?  I'd sure buy some, and I think a lot of sf
>readers would.

It isn't Niven/Pournelle's design; it's Gary Hudson's.  Yep, Gary Hudson is
a real person, and appeared in _Fallen Angels_ under his own name.  He has
been trying to get funding to build Phoenix since 1980 or so.  When I
talked to him at Baycon, he said he was working on another project,
essentially a small "two-seater sports car to orbit".

Selling shares to finance R&D is a great idea.  Too bad the SEC doesn't let
you unless you have millions of dollars to spend on lawyers and CPAs and
stuff, and can satisfy their reams and reams of nit-picking regulations.
For a startup to sell shares to build something like Phoenix, the answer is
"You can't.  Period.  End of story."  Our government thinks that such
endeavors are far too risky to permit unsophisticated investors to put
their life saving in jeopardy.  Far better they put them in a Savings and
Loan...

(Oops... better get off the soapbox.)

>Do you suppose either Niven or Pournelle are net lurkers?  Pournelle, at
>least, writes a column for a computer mag.

No, not directly.  Jerry Pournelle has a RoundTable on GEnie.  His son Alex
is (was?) on the net, but doesn't seem to be a frequent poster.

Mike Van Pelt
Headland Technology
mvp@hsv3.lsil.com  
...ames!vsi1!hsv3!mvp

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		 Books - King (4 msgs) & Kurtz & L'Engle &
                         Martin (7 msgs) & McCaffrey & 
                         Shatner & Dark Empire

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 29 Aug 91 16:26:13 GMT
From: ron@mpd.tandem.com (Ron Boerger)
Subject: Stephen King's Dark Tower - what happened ?

Since people seem to be in a "looking for the next book in a series" mode
as of late, does anyone have information on when the third book in the Dark
Tower seried is due out?  It's been a couple of years since The Drawing of
the Three came out, and while IMHO it was not as good as DT, it's still a
worthwhile series.  Any clues?

Thanks.

Ron Boerger
ron@mpd.tandem.com     
halley!ron

------------------------------

Date: 30 Aug 91 01:07:57 GMT
From: kaufman@eecs.nwu.edu (Michael L. Kaufman)
Subject: Re: Stephen King's Dark Tower - what happened ?

ron@chaos.UUCP (Ron Boerger) writes:
>...does anyone have information on when the third book in the Dark Tower
>seried is due out?

Funny you should ask, I saw it today.  It is out.

Michael Kaufman
kaufman@eecs.nwu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Sep 91 16:25:11 GMT
From: WK60BUSW@miamiu.bitnet
Subject: Re: Stephen King's Dark Tower - what happened ?

The only versions currently out (if any) would be the signed numbered
hardbacks of them - people with the number on the first two books get to
get their number on this one.  The mass market version of the book
(paperback like drawing of the three) isn't due out until late November or
early December.  On the 30th of this month he will be putting out Needful
Things - his last castle rock book.  Reviews say that it is nothing special
but a good read (see various issues of Locus of late for reviews).
 
Hope it helps.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Sep 91 17:21:16 GMT
From: fgn@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (frank.g.neves)
Subject: Re: Stephen King's Dark Tower - what happened ?

WK60BUSW@MIAMIU.BITNET writes:
> The only versions currently out (if any) would be the signed numbered
> hardbacks of them - people with the number on the first two books get to
> get their number on this one.  The mass market version of the book
> (paperback like drawing of the three) isn't due out until late November
> or early December.  On the 30th of this month he will be putting out
> Needful Things - his last castle rock book.  Reviews say that it is
> nothing special but a good read (see various issues of Locus of late for
> reviews).

If we're discussing the 3rd book of the Dark Tower series ("The
Wastelands"); I received my 1st Edition hardback copy about two weeks ago
from S. King's publisher, Donald Grant.  His address is:

  Donald M. Grant, Publisher, Inc.
  P. O. Box 187
  Hampton Falls, NH 03844

Drop him a note; if you do, you'll get on his mailing list...

Frank G. Neves

------------------------------

Date: 28 Aug 91 17:54:29 GMT
From: eah4@po.cwru.edu (Elizabeth A. Hlabse)
Subject: Kurtz information

A friend who's on GEnie told me the following about upcoming Katherine Kurt
books:

The second book with Deborah Turner Harris has been completed and will be
out before Christmas.

King Javan's Year (book 2 of the Heirs trilogy) is also completed and will
be out in hardback at about the same time.

She's also working on A Crown for Two Kings, set during the American
Revolution.  It's a lot like Lammas Night.

More as I hear it...

------------------------------

Date: 29 Aug 91 09:15:34 GMT
From: pjh@eng.cam.ac.uk (P.J. Hogben)
Subject: M.L'Engle

Can anybody supply any information please? I have only recently started to
read news and, while browsing through the list of headers, I came across
several references to Madeleine L'Engle's Time _series_.  The only book I
knew of was "A Wrinkle in Time" which I read many years ago and enjoyed
very much. Unfortunately, all the relevant messages on my mailer have
expired. Can anybody give me any information about any other books she has
written or any other relevant information about what was discussed?

Thanks in advance.

Philippa Hogben
pjh@uk.ac.cam.eng
pjh22@uk.ac.cam.phx

------------------------------

Date: 24 Aug 91 16:45:00 GMT
From: CBJULAND@vax1.umkc.edu (Chris Bjuland)
Subject: Wild Cards

I recently noticed the Wild Card series by Martin (?).  I know there are
now nine volumes released.  I'd like to give this series a try.  Do I need
to start with number one or is it possible to jump in somewhere else?  Are
they stand alone stories (sorta like Thieves World), or does one volume
build on the previous?  Is this series even worth reading?

Chris Bjuland
cbjuland@umkcvax1
cbjuland@vax1.umkc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Aug 91 18:33:33 GMT
From: oracle@jhunix.hcf.jhu.edu (Jonah H Cohen)
Subject: Re: Wild Cards

   Chris Bjuland writes asking about the Wilcards series...

   Well, this series, edited (and sometimes written) by George R.R.  Martin
is, IMHO, absolutely great! It's a shared world thing, ala Thieves' World.
Jumping in in the middle of the series would lead to confusion; but it's
well worth reading the whole shtick. Fast reading, cheap (all in paperback
only) and some darn fine writers: Martin, Melinda Snodgrass, Lewis Shiner,
Walton Simons, Stephen Leigh + others. Again IMHO, the best of the
contributors are Roger Zelazny, Jon J. Miller, Victor Milan + Walter Jon
Williams.
   The basic premise is that alien biological weaponry was released on
Earth in 1946, killing lots of folks, granting some superpowers (Aces) and
turning some into twisted deformities (Jokers). The effect on everyone is
different, hence, the "Wildcard" virus. It's inspired by comic books, but
is not your standard costumed goons slugging it out. A quick review:
   Vol. 1: Traces the history of the world from 1946-1980 (?).  Introduces
many of the key recurring characters; a series of short stories that take
place in progressing time periods, including "Witness" by Walter Jon
Williams, one of the best short pieces I've ever read.
   Vol. 2: Aces High. Metza-metza; Earth is invaded by icky aliens.  Some
ok stories, but some plodding ones.
   Vol 3: Joker's Wild. A nice novel told from various viewpoints that
subtly connect, a much better execution of the same gimmick used in vol. 2.
Great stuff with Yeoman, Wraith and Demise.
   Vol. 4: Aces Abroad. Lots of the Wildcard folks take a world tour.  The
weakest of the batch, but the Diary of Desmond Xavier ("mayor" of
Jokertown) is superb.
   Vol. 5: Down and Dirty. Mixed bag, but cool overall, especially what
happens with The Sleeper. Nice to see Modular Man again, too.
   Vol. 6: Ace in the Hole. Takes place at the 1988 Democratic Presidential
Convention. Appropriately viscious, given the subject matter. :>
   Vol. 7: Dead Man's Hand. Murder mystery. Excellent portrayal of the two
stars, Yeoman and Jay Ackroyd. Concurrent with vol. 6.
   Vol. 8: One Eyed Jacks. Introduces the Jumpers, some very nasty aces.
This book does a good job of showing the social/political realities of the
Wildcards world, and has some moving stories of previously minor
characters.
   Vol. 9: Jokertown Shuffle. Continues some stuff from vol. 8.  I'm only
halfway thru, but so far so good.

   I'd strongly recommend reading the books in this order: 1-4, 7, 6, 5, 8,
9. Dead Man's Hand is a pretty good Whodunnit, but if you've read #5+6
first, it's pretty apparent who the killer is; and vol. 7 doesn't give away
anything too critical about the previous works.
   Hope that helped.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Aug 91 08:24:33 GMT
From: pwh@bradley.bradley.edu (Pete Hartman)
Subject: Re: Wild Cards

To counter the wild raving previous, I'd like to say that, like Thieves'
World, I found Wild Cards to be spotty.  The first three books were good,
though I think there was a gradual downgrading, with the first book being
very very good, and the others being ok.

The fourth book was a disappointment, and I could see the trend continuing.
I haven't read any since then.

I did think it was cool the way that, in later books, Martin merged the
stories into a (mostly) seamless whole.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Aug 91 05:36:14 GMT
From: sksircar@stroke.princeton.edu (Subrata Sircar)
Subject: Wild Cards Dangling Plotlines

Now that I've finally finished Jokertown Shuffle, I thought I'd repost my
dangling plotlines list.  [I liked Jokertown Shuffle, but then again I like
Glen Cook's stuff too.  Maybe I just don't like happy endings :<)]

WILD CARDS SUMMARY:  WHERE CHARACTERS ARE AND WHAT'S UP?
(Characters not mentioned in this list are either dead or
mentioned in the last book).

CHARACTER LIST		Book last seen		COMMENTS
Henry Renssaeler, Jr.		I		Where?
Brandon Van Renssaeler		I		Where?
Lawrence Hague			I		Where?
Angelface			I		Where?
Grabowski (Hardhat Ace)		I		Where?
Devil John Darlingfoot		II		Where?
Fantasy				VIII		Does she have a special
						interest in jumpers?
Joanne Jefferson/Lady Black	IV		Are they the same person?
						What is her/their power?
Black Dog			IV		What's he up to?
Cordelia			IX		What are she and Miranda
						to?
Wyungare			IV		Where is he, and what are
						his and Coredelia's plans?
Jaywardene			IV		Is he still an ace?
Molinya				IV		Where?
Harlem Hammer			IV		Where?
Sculptress			(mentioned in V)Where?
Buddy Holly			V		Where?
Sewer Jack			V		Alive?
Bagabond			V		Where?
CC Ryder			V		Where?
Water Lily			V		Where?
Modular Man			V		Where?
Travnicek			V		Where?
Peregrine			V		Where?
John Fortune			V		Where?
Snotman				VI		Where?
Jessica van der Stadt		VII		Where?

POSSIBLE DANGLING THREADS

Wild Cards I: What did Fortunato do in Vietnam, with the Joker brigade?
Whatever happened to Grabowski, the Hardhat Ace?  What happened (and who
was involved) when Carter sent the aces after the hostages?

Wild Cards IV: What is happening in Guatamala, with the Mayan Aces?  What
happened to Fortunato and Jaywardene in the monastery; is it reversible,
since it was done with an ace power (by Dogen, the Zen roshi?)  Who are the
Nasr, the Port Said aces, and what are the three that are left up to?

Wild Cards VI: Carnifex is almost certainly dead, unless he can heal real
well...  Can Demise grow his body back from ashes?  (If he can, then there
is literally no way to kill him short of total disintegration.  Even mental
control would be dangerous - he could try to share his death through the
link.)  Will George end up working for the US Government?  Is the Envoy
back in the business, or was this a just for the duration kind of thing?
Will Tachyon be able to grow his hand back (perhaps his wild card will
manifest as a healing ability)?  Will Leo Barnett run for President again?
If he's not a wild card, does his ability to heal others stem from God?
The Turtle is back, but how's he meeting expenses and what's his identity?
A new ace, Straight Arrow, is around too...

Wild Cards VIII: What happened to Lazy Dragon?  Why are they letting Chris
Claremont write this series?  At least Blaise has finally chosen sides...
and now we know what Latham's wild card ability is...

Wild Cards IX: Rapture is not as addictive as it appears; it hasn't taken
over the city yet...  What will Trace ask from Brennan (anything he can
give covers a lot)?  Does Durg still think Mark commands him, or is he
Blaise's now?  What else can Chalktalk do?  We know where Black Shadow's
been all these years...  Will Mark Meadows, Sprout, Veronica, Beth and the
Projectionist finally ride off into the sunset?  At least they didn't let
Claremont write any more...

Wild Cards (the comic): The comic takes places between books V and VI.  Why
didn't he have have Mai (the healer from Vol. II) heal Baby (or at least
try?)  Who is the cat-faced person on the last page - one of Bagabond's
pets, or Bast, the Egyptian Goddess?  When was Jetboy's tomb rebuilt (or
wasn't it?  I don't remember it being mentioned in the books, so presumably
it was.)

Subrata Sircar
sksircar@phoenix.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Aug 91 21:35:22 GMT
From: spcoltri@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu (Steve Coltrin)
Subject: Re: Wild Cards Dangling Plotlines

sksircar@stroke.Princeton.EDU (Subrata Sircar) writes:
>Snotman				VI		Where?

   In jail, I believe, for his crime spree w/Typhoid Croyd.  Half of
Jokertown's wearing 'Free Snotman' T-shirts (even though he's no longer a
joker.)

>POSSIBLE DANGLING THREADS
>
>What happened to Fortunato and Jaywardene in the monastery; is it
>reversible, since it was done with an ace power (by Dogen, the Zen roshi?)
>Who are the Nasr, the Port Said aces, and what are the three that are left
>up to?

   It would seem to be reversible (or else Fortunato hasn't undergone it
yet) since Dr. Tachyon petitions Fortunato to help her in book X.

>Can Demise grow his body back from ashes? 

   Does anyone know what hapened to his head? (The original one.)

>Will Tachyon be able to grow his hand back (perhaps his wild card will
>manifest as a healing ability)?

   It's likely to manifest in Book X.  This is certainly one of the most
stressful times his body's gone through period, much less since being
infected.

>Wild Cards (the comic): The comic takes places between books V and VI.
>Why didn't he have have Mai (the healer from Vol. II) heal Baby (or at
>least try?)  Who is the cat-faced person on the last page - one of

   Mai was subsumed into the Swarm Queen in II, wasn't she?

spcoltri@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 28 Aug 91 01:19:55 GMT
From: wlinden@panix.com (Will Linden)
Subject: Re: Wild Cards Dangling Plotlines

sksircar@stroke.Princeton.EDU (Subrata Sircar) writes:
>Modular Man			V		Where?
>Travnicek			V		Where?

 We must wait for Book XI to find out. (When I suggested an MM breakdown
due to conflicting directives (Error! Sterilize!), I was told that I was
"on the right track".

>Snotman				VI		Where?

 In jail. ("Free Snotman!") The Consortium has been arguing about what to
call him now, with "Boomerang Man" apparently rejected.

Will Linden
Internet: wlinden@panix.com
UUCP: ...cmcl2!panix!wlinden

------------------------------

Date: 28 Aug 91 02:26:11 GMT
From: sksircar@phoenix.princeton.edu (Subrata Sircar)
Subject: Re: Wild Cards Dangling Plotlines

spcoltri@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu (Steve Coltrin) writes:
>sksircar@stroke.Princeton.EDU (Subrata Sircar) writes:
>>Snotman				VI		Where?
>
>In jail, I believe, for his crime spree w/Typhoid Croyd.  Half of
>Jokertown's wearing 'Free Snotman' T-shirts (even though he's no longer a
>joker.)

That's my point.  He's easily manipulated after those years of jokerhood,
and he's now one of the most powerful aces in existence.  What is the
government doing with him?  He's *not* rotting in jail somewhere; he's been
brainwashed/mind-controlled by somebody.  What's he up to?

Subrata Sircar
sksircar@phoenix.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Aug 91 09:21:49 GMT
From: angi@castle.ed.ac.uk (Angi Lamb)
Subject: Anne McCaffrey novella - The Greatest Love

I've been meaning to post about this story for sometime. I came across a
book called Futurelove in a secondhand shop some years ago. There are three
stories - The Greatest Love by Anne McCaffrey, PSI Clone by Joan Hunter
Holly, and Love Rogo by Jeffrey A Carver with an introduction by Gordon R
Dickson. The original copyright is 1977 and the edition I have was
published in 1979 by the Readers Union Group of Book Clubs.

My interest is in the Anne McCaffrey story which I've never heard referred
to any media before. The fly sheet says:

"What are the medical, legal and moral repercussions when fertilization
takes place in the womb of one woman and the egg is transferred to the
uterus of another? What, in particular, when the father and host mother are
brother and sister?"

Wizard also appears in the story. I enjoyed it and it certainly preceded
public debate about surrogate mothers etc. It's not one of McCaffrey's best
stories but pretty good all the same.

Anyone else out there come across it? 

Angi Lamb
Edinburgh University Computing Service
Angi.Lamb@ed.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 23 Aug 91 19:43:58 GMT
From: bailey@newoa.enet.dec.com (newoa: :bailey)
Subject: Whatawasteoftime

Could someone tell me if "TekWar" by William Shatner is actually meant to
be read by people with an IQ in double digits ?  Intelligent robots,
talking cameras, (talking everything) a plot that you could fit on the back
of a fag packet and all the character development of a day time soap.

What junk.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Aug 91 19:15:14 GMT
From: EMW107@psuvm.psu.edu (BIG ED)
Subject: Dark Empire (STAR WARS)

   Well, for about 10 months now, I've heard that there will be a comic
book entitled "Dark Empire" continuing the Star Wars saga. I have posted on
rec.arts.comics but no one there seems to have any info on it there. Has
anyone heard anything about it? I'm assuming it's going to be part of the
Star Wars hype that will be "scheduled" before the release of the new
trilogy.  Any help would be greatly appreciated. Thanks.

Ed Weiland
EMW107@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------
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Date: Mon, 26 Aug 91 20:55 EDT
From: mtgzy!ecl@att.att.com
Subject: ONLY BEGOTTEN DAUGHTER by James Morrow

		  ONLY BEGOTTEN DAUGHTER by James Morrow
	       Ace, 1991 (1990c), ISBN 0-441-63041-3, $4.50.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   God is alive and well and living in New Jersey (Brigantine Point, to be
precise).  If that seems unlikely, it's because you haven't read James
Morrow's ONLY BEGOTTEN DAUGHTER.

   If one takes as a premise that God had a son two thousand years ago (and
I've accepted far more outre ideas for the sake of a story), then Morrow's
extrapolation makes sense.  Last time a male was born to a female without
male assistance.  But God is an equal opportunity employer, and so this
time a female is born to a male with female assistance.  (Well, science
helps.)  The last one was Jesus Christ; this one is Julie Katz.  The last
was wonderful (according to the official version); this one is a regular
hell-raiser (so to speak).

   A modern-day (literal) daughter of God is likely to face some problems
growing up, and Julie is no exception.  Her life is complicated by the
growing tide of Christian fundamentalism.  In a skillful parody of the
story of Herod's Massacre of the Innocents, Morrow has the fundamentalists
first appear when they blow up a sperm bank and research center and almost
destroy Julie, who is saved only because her father fled with her, or
rather with the jar with her embryo, shortly before the attack.  His use of
a Saab instead of a donkey as the getaway vehicle is merely another nod to
the 20th Century.

   Julie grows up, is tempted by the Devil, meets up with her brother
(half-brother?), and through it all seeks for her mother.  (Well, everyone
makes God in his or her own image, right?)  Her life parallels that of the
last of God's offspring, but with a modern twist.  Julie see things more
from a 58th Century perspective than from a 38th Century one, more from an
American than an Aramaic.  Through it all, Morrow centers on the human
aspects of religion.  He shows us the potential for good and the potential
for evil present in any major religious movement.  In this, Morrow
continues a theme he has used in previous works, notably his "Bible Stories
for Adults."

   In one way, ONLY BEGOTTEN DAUGHTER is similar to Nikos Kazantzakis's
LAST TEMPTATION OF CHRIST: it allows the child of God to be very human.
Now, my feeling is that if the claim is that 2000 years ago God's son
became human to share in human suffering, then it is not unreasonable to
give him human faults, frailties, and feelings.  If he has no human
feelings, then he is not really human.  Morrow seems to agree with this,
and Julie is definitely human.  This sounds as if it could be heavy-handed
and preachy (certainly the film version of THE LAST TEMPTATION OF CHRIST
was), but Morrow displays a much subtler touch than he has in some of his
previous works (notably THIS IS THE WAY THE WORLD ENDS) and the result is
thought-provoking rather than authoritarian.

   ONLY BEGOTTEN DAUGHTER will not appeal to people who either reject
religion outright (though as I said, more far-fetched premises have been
accepted in science fiction and fantasy - look at all the gods and
goddesses in THE ILIAD, and people still read that) or who take their
religion so seriously that they allow for no leeway in its examination.  (A
third set, of course, may be those who are unfamiliar with the story Morrow
is paralleling.  In our ever-diversifying United States, this is becoming a
readership to be reckoned with.)  But for the reader who wants to take a
new look at an old legend, I highly recommend ONLY BEGOTTEN DAUGHTER.  The
fact that writing science fiction about religion limits one's audience in
the ways I described means that not many people are doing it, more's the
pity, and among those brave souls, Morrow is one of the best.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Aug 91 19:54:21 GMT
From: mcgp1!harry@nwnexus.wa.com (Harry Thiel)
Subject: Andre Norton

I have been rereading a lot of books that I read in High School (a long
time ago).  I read Andre Norton's _Time Traders_.  My question is how many
books in this series?  I can think of four that should be read in the
following order:

_Time Traders_
_Galactic Derelict_
_The Defiant Agents_
_Key Out of Time_

Were there any other books in this series?  Do I have them in the right
order?

Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Aug 91 19:21:49 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: Andre Norton

harry@mcgp1.UUCP (Harry Thiel) writes:
>I have been rereading a lot of books that I read in High School (a long
>time ago).  I read Andre Norton's _Time Traders_.  My question is how many
>books in this series?  I can think of four that should be read in the
>following order:
>
>_Time Traders_
>_Galactic Derelict_
>_The Defiant Agents_
>_Key Out of Time_
>
>Were there any other books in this series?  Do I have them in the right
>order?

The correct order is GD, TT, KOoT, & tDA.  There are other time travel
stories, but not in this series.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Aug 91 21:14:46 GMT
From: deveaux@tramp.colorado.edu (J.A. Deveaux)
Subject: Re: Andre Norton

hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu writes:
>harry@mcgp1.UUCP (Harry Thiel) writes:
>>_Time Traders_
>>_Galactic Derelict_
>>_The Defiant Agents_
>>_Key Out of Time_
>>
>>Were there any other books in this series?  Do I have them in the right
>>order?
>
>The correct order is GD, TT, KOoT, & tDA.  There are other time travel
>stories, but not in this series. 

WRONG!!

Harry Thiel had the correct order in the first place.  Check your
copyrights, Mike.  Or, failing that, if you read the series, the internal
references to times, places and events make it quite clear that Thiel's
ordering of the books is correct.

J.A. Deveaux

------------------------------

Date: 26 Aug 91 19:54:07 GMT
From: june@lims03.lerc.nasa.gov (Karyn Lynn)
Subject: Dragon Prince Trilogy

Anyone know anything about this trilogy (i.e. The Dragon Prince Trilogy by
Melanie Rawn)?  I'm debating whether to start it or the Pendragon Cycle (
can't remember the author on this one, though I think it's something like
Stephen Dawson?)

Please e-mail or post with minimal spoilers.

Thanks.

Karyn

------------------------------

Date: 26 Aug 91 20:54:38 GMT
From: bob@dolores.stanford.edu (Bob Lodenkamper)
Subject: Re: Dragon Prince Trilogy

june@lims03.lerc.nasa.gov (Karyn Lynn) writes: 
>Anyone know anything about this trilogy (i.e. The Dragon Prince Trilogy by
>Melanie Rawn)?  I'm debating whether to start it or the Pendragon Cycle (
>can't remember the author on this one, though I think it's something like
>Stephen Dawson?)

Hmm.  Which you like more is likely to depend more on personal tastes than
a head-to-head comparison of the two series.

The Pendragon Cycle (Taliesin, Merlin, Arthur) by Stephen Lawhead is yet
another retelling of the Arthurian myths.  It was reasonably enjoyable and
accessable (i.e. not nearly as hard-core mythology as The Coming of the
King).  Don't expect anything profound.

The Dragon Prince trilogy by Melaine Rawn has a more original setting and a
comparable (as far as I can tell) level of writing, so unless you are
especially fond of Arthur stories, I'd recommend the Dragon Prince trilogy
over the Pendragon Cycle.

Bob

------------------------------

Date: 27 Aug 91 08:14:50 GMT
From: alangton@suna.mqcc.mq.oz.au (Andrew Langton)
Subject: Re: Dragon Prince Trilogy

june@lims03.lerc.nasa.gov writes:
>Anyone know anything about this trilogy (i.e. The Dragon Prince Trilogy by
>Melanie Rawn)?  I'm debating whether to start it or the Pendragon Cycle
>(can't remember the author on this one, though I think it's something like
>Stephen Dawson?)

Personally, I liked the DP Trilogy, although it did get a bit slow in
places.  IMHO, the third book's the best of the lot.  (Makes a change,
usually it's the first that's the best.)

Does anybody know if there're plans for any others?

Andrew
alangton@suna.mqcc.mq.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 27 Aug 91 10:33:17 GMT
From: sharon@wam.umd.edu
Subject: Re: Dragon Prince Trilogy

My friend received a letter from Melanie Rawn stating that the next book
should be published in hardcover this fall.  So it's going to be a series,
not a trilogy.

Laura

------------------------------

Date: 27 Aug 91 16:28:38 GMT
From: fkam_ltd@uhura.cc.rochester.edu (Kevin McFadden)
Subject: Re: Dragon Prince Trilogy

june@lims03.lerc.nasa.gov writes:
>Anyone know anything about this trilogy (i.e. The Dragon Prince Trilogy by
>Melanie Rawn)?  I'm debating whether to start it or the Pendragon Cycle
>(can't remember the author on this one, though I think it's something like
>Stephen Dawson?)

The first book of the Dragon Prince Trilogy is excellent.  The second is
still pretty good but not as good and the third book is ok but suffers from
a lack of excitement.

I would recommend reading at least the first book.  The ending is good
enough so that you really don't need to read the next two...but by the end
of the book you like the characters enough to want Melanie Rawn to continue
the series.

Question for the people who have read the Pendragon Cycle (written by
(Stephen Lawless?):

How does Taliesin fit into the Pendragon Cycle? He is a Celtic Bard.

Kevin

------------------------------

Date: 27 Aug 91 22:25:31 GMT
From: cellar!emrys@uunet.uu.net (mitch gorman)
Subject: Re: Dragon Prince Trilogy

bob@dolores.Stanford.EDU (Bob Lodenkamper) writes:
> june@lims03.lerc.nasa.gov (Karyn Lynn) writes: 
>>Anyone know anything about this trilogy (i.e. The Dragon Prince Trilogy
>>by Melanie Rawn)?  I'm debating whether to start it or the Pendragon
>>Cycle ( can't remember the author on this one, though I think it's
>>something like Stephen Dawson?)
> 
> Hmm.  Which you like more is likely to depend more on personal tastes
> than a head-to-head comparison of the two series.
> 
> The Pendragon Cycle (Taliesin, Merlin, Arthur) by Stephen Lawhead is yet
> another retelling of the Arthurian myths.  It was reasonably enjoyable
> and accessable (i.e. not nearly as hard-core mythology as The Coming of
> the King).  Don't expect anything profound.
> 
> The Dragon Prince trilogy by Melaine Rawn has a more original setting and
> a comparable (as far as I can tell) level of writing, so unless you are
> especially fond of Arthur stories, I'd recommend the Dragon Prince
> trilogy over the Pendragon Cycle.

   Well, for starters, it's no longer the Dragon Prince Trilogy - there's
another book out now in the series, with two more (I believe) still to
come.  The fourth is entitled 'Stronghold'.  Actually, I guess that belongs
to a different (Dragon _Star_) trilogy.  Oh, well.

   As to a comparison between Rawn and Lawhead: I had just finished reading
Lady Mary Stewart's wonderful tetrology on Merlin, Arthur, et al., when I
picked up Lawhead's first book.  That one (Taliesin, which incidentally is
the name of one of my cats; another one of them is named Emrys, as in my
login! :^) wasn't too bad, but the other two were really just religious
writings in historical-fantasy guise.  I'm not saying that that is such a
terrible thing, mind you, just that you should be aware of it.  The
publisher of the Lawhead trilogy is apparently a big producer of Christian
literature (a born-again friend of mine recognized the publisher's name
when she happened to notice one of the books lying on my coffee table!).

   Rawn's stuff, OTOH, is plain and simple fantasy lit, and very enjoyable.
I would definitely recommend that series first!

Mitch
emrys@cellar.uucp
cellar!emrys@tredysvr.tredydev.unisys.com

------------------------------

Date: 29 Aug 91 00:06:49 GMT
From: abyingto@hp-vcd.vcd.hp.com (Angela Byington)
Subject: Re: Dragon Prince Trilogy

fkam_ltd@uhura.cc.rochester.edu (Kevin McFadden) writes:
>Question for the people who have read the Pendragon Cycle (written by
>(Stephen Lawless?):
>
>How does Taliesin fit into the Pendragon Cycle? He is a Celtic Bard.

Spoiler for the Pendragon Cycle to follow:

According to the Pendragon Cylcle books, Taliesen is Merlin's father.

Angela
abyingto@hp-vcd.vcd.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Aug 91 15:44:28 GMT
From: dcarr@wpi.wpi.edu
Subject: Flingers

I am looking for a book I read a number of years ago.  Actually, it was a
series of books that had to do with a young man who was known as a
"Flinger".  He, and a select group of other people, had the ability to
teleport people and objects that weighed up to, I think, 96 kilograms.
Does anyone recall having read this?  Thank you.

Erik

------------------------------

Date: 23 Aug 91 18:54:06 GMT
From: fkam_ltd@uhura.cc.rochester.edu (Kevin McFadden)
Subject: Book Hunt

   About 10 years ago I borrowed a book from my local library that was
called "The Thief of Kalimar."  If anyone knows the name of the author and
would Email it to me it would be appreciated.  The library doesn't seem to
have it anymore.

   Thanks.

Kevin

------------------------------

Date: 25 Aug 91 23:33:32 GMT
From: gsm@terminator.cc.umich.edu (Greg Miller)
Subject: Recognize this book?

My brother in law stopped by yesterday, and our conversation shifted to SF
books.  He described a book that a friend had once told him about - but the
friend had moved on, and he'd long forgotten the title.  My brother-in-law
didn't give me very much in terms of a plot synopsis, but he described the
book as being set in the future where advancements in electronics and
computers had evolved warmaking into mechanized attacks.  Because of
miniturization, these 'robots' eventually became only the size of insects.

 Does anyone remember anything like this?  If you do, and you'd be willing
to mail me the author's name, the book's title, or even (!) an ISBN number,
I'd be very appreciative.

 (Yes, I'm aware that there are probably a dozen books with the same plot.
However, I currently have nothing whatsoever to go on, so ...)

 Thanks!!

Greg
gsm@terminator.cc.umich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Aug 91 23:07:54 GMT
From: jorge@cco.caltech.edu (Jorge E. Tierno)
Subject: Who wrote this book?

Sometime ago I read a S.F. book whose plot was something as follows:

During the early years of space long range travelling, a lot of planets
were colonized. Some centuries later, a ship is sent to reach those
colonnies that have lost contact.  The ship visits several planets, where
different cultures have evolved.

In one of the planets colonnized by prisoners there is a finder's keeper's
law. Civilization is sort of stuck.

In another planet, colonized by followers of Ghandi there is a pacific
resistance kind of civilization.

There were other things I don't remember. Has anyone else read this book.
Can you tell me its author and title?

Thank you.

Jorge

------------------------------

Date: 27 Aug 91 13:15:58 GMT
From: eperry@bingvaxu.cc.binghamton.edu (Betsy Perry)
Subject: Story title request

I have two easy questions.  First I am looking for the title and source of
a short story that, I think, is by Asimov.  It concerns a future war in
which everyone uses calculators and no one knows how to do arithmetic any
more.  Somehow the calculators become disabled, but the war is won when
someone rediscovers computation.

Second, I am looking for the author, source, and exact quotation that I
paraphrase here: "Any sufficiently advanced technology is indistinguishable
from magic".

Since these are so easy, I'll probably get a million responses.  Send
e-mail and I'll summaraize to the net.

Thanks in advance. :-)

Betsy Perry
SUNY Binghamton
Binghamton N.Y. 13902-6000
(607)-777-6127
eperry@bingvaxu.cc.binghamton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Aug 91 20:36:12 GMT
From: exukozi@exu.ericsson.se (Tom Koziatek)
Subject: Looking for a book

I'm looking for a book I read about 20 yrs ago. The premise was the
discovery of an ancient underground city while drilling (?). The persons
involved found a semi-reptilian (?) member of the society in a crystalline
casket, sort of a cryonic tank. He is revived, and shown the world.
People's typical revulsions, fears, greeds arose, and the critter went back
to his city, and sealed it off again. I remember it due to the great
descriptions of the city.

I read this in 3-4 grade, but the book was not a child's SF book. If anyone
out there knows the title, author, or anything, please Email me.

Thanks in advance.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

		  Books - Saberhagen & Stewart (5 msgs) &
                          Request Answers (6 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Wed, 21 Aug 91 09:54 EDT
From: ecl@mtgzy.att.com
Subject: A MATTER OF TASTE by Fred Saberhagen

		   A MATTER OF TASTE by Fred Saberhagen
		  Tor, 1990, ISBN 0-312-85046-8, $16.95.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   This is the fifth of Saberhagen's "Dracula" series (also known as his
"Old Friend of the Family" series).  (The first four are THE HOLMES-DRACULA
FILE [1978], AN OLD FRIEND OF THE FAMILY [1979], THORN [1980], and DOMINION
[1982].)  The idea of a good vampire was certainly unusual when Saberhagen
wrote the first one, but Saberhagen had already toyed with the concept once
before.  His DRACULA TAPE [1975] was a retelling of Bram Stoker's DRACULA -
from Dracula's point of view.  For whatever reason (poor distribution may
have contributed), that work vanished after a couple of years.  When
Saberhagen revived the idea (so to speak), he started fresh, and in what
was certainly a good move commercially included Sherlock Holmes as well.
(Whether Saberhagen initially envisioned a new Holmes series rather than a
vampire series is not clear.)  This time the series persisted, at least
until 1982, when it went into hiding and has only now resurfaced, almost a
decade later, with A MATTER OF TASTE.

   Alas, the series, like the main character, may be getting a little long
in the tooth.  (Sorry, I couldn't resist that.)  Once again, the central
character is Dracula, under the name of Matthew Maule, still protecting the
same family we first met in THE HOLMES-DRACULA FILE.  The story is really
two interleaved stories - one of Dracula's origin and early life after
death, and one of the present, where bad vampires are threatening Dracula's
"nephew" and the latter's fiancee.  The origin story was by far the more
interesting of the two, though its historical setting seems influenced as
much by Chelsea Quinn Yarbro's "Saint Germain" series and Les Daniels's
"Sebastian" books as by the Dracula legend.  (This is interesting, since I
suspect that their success in the period between Saberhagen's fourth and
fifth books may be due to a revival in interest in vampires caused by
Saberhagen's series in the first place.)  Even with this similarity in the
historical story, however, I found the modern story more an interruption to
what I considered the primary story than a story in its own right.  Had
Saberhagen published the historical story by itself as a novella (or even
as a short novel), the story would have flowed much more smoothly and
achieved a higher level and a wider appeal.  As it is, I can recommend A
MATTER OF TASTE only for fans of the rest of the series.  (I might further
note that this is the first to appear in hardback.  If this were a great
book, it might be worth getting in hardback; as it is, you might as well
wait for the paperback and have a matching set.)

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Aug 91 15:12:25 GMT
From: curtw@euler.jsc.nasa.gov (Curt Wiederhoeft)
Subject: Re: _Earth Abides_ by George Stewart

Well, since I seem to have expressed an opinion that most everyone
disagrees with, I'll fold now rather than get myself into a flame war I can
never win.  I will, hovever, say on exiting (feel free to shoot me in the
back here, I probably deserve it) that it was the subtext, rather than the
characterization, that led me to my conclusion.  Correct, writing about a
racist protagonist does not make the author a racist, but I still feel that
Stewart WAS sanctioning the attitudes of his hero.  And I do realize that
America's eyes have opened significantly in the last 40 years, but there
were some more "enlightened" authors around at the time, and I prefer to
read those.  I can't recommend this book.

Curt Wiederhoeft
curtw@euler.jsc.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 22 Aug 91 15:59:43 GMT
From: djdaneh@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Re: _Earth Abides_ by George Stewart

smith@ctron.com (Larry Smith) writes:
>curtw@EULER.JSC.NASA.GOV (Curt Wiederhoeft) writes:
>>but hasn't anyone noticed Stewart's racist tendencies showing
>
>I had noticed...
>
>...Whether it is because Stewart wanted to illustrate such a character for
>unfathomable reasons of his own, or because he just hates blacks, I
>couldn't say.  I never read anything else of his, though.

Pardon me.

Has it occurred to any of you folks to consider when the book was
_written_?

No, Stewart's treatment of his black ("negro") characters is not, uh,
politically correct.  Or, less twisted: it is not _acceptable_ in modern
terms.

But, ferchrissakes, you don't expect a book written around 1950 to be
written with '90s sensibilities - at least not if _you_ have the
sensibilities of a geoduck clam.

Yes, writers have transcended the limitations of their time.  But that's
rare; and to _expect_ it is foolish.

EARTH ABIDES is, all things considered, not a "fascist" or "racist" book.
It is a product of its times.  And, read in that context, it is an
incredibly good book.

Dan'l Danehy-Oakes

------------------------------

Date: 22 Aug 91 20:23:58 GMT
From: smith@ctron.com (Larry Smith)
Subject: Re: _Earth Abides_ by George Stewart

djdaneh@PacBell.COM (Dan'l DanehyOakes) writes:
>Has it occurred to any of you folks to consider when the book was
>_written_?

Yeah.  I did.  I didn't think it was relevant to this discussion.  Whether
intended or not, the racism is clearly present.  In at least one passage,
that of the discovery of his wife's "mulatto" heritage, it is a major plot
point.

>No, Stewart's treatment of his black ("negro") characters is not, uh,
>politically correct.  Or, less twisted: it is not _acceptable_ in modern
>terms.

Fortunately, I'm flexible.  I don't *need* modern terms.  Nevertheless, his
antiquated terms translate to proof of some degree of racism.  It is, in
fact, an argument for Stewart's racism, rather than Ish's rasicm, since it
is, in that sense, organic to the background of the story - riven into it
unconsciously, if you will.  But I don't think it is a strong argument,
since I never met the man and have no idea if this racism was overt or if
he was merely reflecting societal norms of the time due to the fact he had
not (yet) questioned those norms.  People can change, Stewart may have or
might have done so if confronted with the implied prejudice we read into
his works today.  I give the man the benefit of the doubt.

>Yes, writers have transcended the limitations of their time.  But that's
>rare; and to _expect_ it is foolish.

In "classics"?  No.  Books become classics in part BECAUSE the writers have
transcended the limitations of their time.  The fact that the book remains
readable, and has some message even for today's readers, implies that it
has at least in part, achieved exactly that.  What percentage of other
books written in 1949 are still read today?  Not many, I expect.  The fact
that this book is at least some sort of classic *gives* us the right to
analyze in any terms we jolly well please.

>EARTH ABIDES is, all things considered, not a "fascist" or "racist" book.
>It is a product of its times.  And, read in that context, it is an
>incredibly good book.

In the context of 1949, that may be so.  But we are not discussing the book
in that context.  We want to discuss it in a 1991 context.

Larry Smith
smith@ctron.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 91 04:41:22 GMT
From: malc@cs.unr.edu (Malcolm L. Carlock)
Subject: "Earth Abides" revisited

Following the recent "Earth Abides" thread, and particularly the "Ish, and
therefore George R. Stewart as well, was a Nazi" assertion that was a part
of it, I went back and re-read the book last weekend.  My reaction to that
assertion was, and remains, a resounding "eh."  My impression of the book
remains highly positive.  I think it's a great story, and strongly moving
in many places.  When Em passed away I just about lost it.

The book is definitely a "product of its times", but at the same time I
believe it is ahead of those times.  In the earlier thread, one poster
asserted that a big and very negative deal was made about Em's Black
ancestry.  Huh?  Ish notes her features, but this never seems to matter to
him.  The one time he says anything about it, either to himself or out
loud, is to reassure Em the one time she worries about it that it's going
to be a long time before society will be able to afford to worry about such
things again.

The poster in question also took issue with Stewart's portrayal of the
black family in Arkansas, who were somewhat shy and retiring in Ish's
presence.  I think this sort of thing would have been expected in 1949,
deplorable as that may have been.  An armed member of what may, for all you
know, still be the ruling class, arrives at your door.  How are you, as a
member of a sometimes violently repressed minority (and in 1949), going to
act? In any case, it's noted in the book that they got the last laugh on
Ish, having already become self-sufficient while he was still eating out of
cans.

Stewart makes a point, in 1949, of having his protagonist and a Black woman
become husband and wife.  There's just enough discussion of Em's features
early on to establish her ancestry (the establishment of which is necessary
to make the point), and just enough discussion of issues that would have
occurred to anyone in 1949 (Ish, or a reader of Stewart's book) presented
with the idea of a mixed-race couple.  Such issues are ultimately dismissed
by Ish as being not worth worrying about.  Em is one of the acknowledged
leaders of the Tribe, and the mother of Ish's children.  Her descendants
will form a large proportion of the Tribe's descendants, including Jack,
Ish's capable great-grandson, who ultimately becomes leader of the Tribe.

Where are the negative connotations here?  Where is Stewart's alleged white
supremacist propaganda?  Phoo, I say.  Phoooeee.

Some questions:

  Has anyone ever made, or been known to have considered making a movie (or
  miniseries) out of this book?  I'd really love to see it.  If it were set
  in our own time, I wonder how they'd handle The Disposition of Charlie,
  and especially the complete reasons for it.  Yikes.

  Since "Earth Abides", there have been other "almost everyone dies and the
  few survivors go forth to repopulate the emptied earth" stories, notably
  "The Stand", "I Am Legend", "The Quiet Earth", etc.  Does anyone know of
  modern novels/stories along these lines that appeared prior to "Earth
  Abides"?

Stewart's book "Storm" is also a good read.  Oddly, I ran across it, and
read it for the first time, in a French farmhouse while visiting relatives
in Europe.  My home in the U.S. was (and is) in one of the areas covered by
the book, and so while in France I was able to read all about places around
where I actually lived.  Whee.

Malcolm L. Carlock
Internet: malc@unr.edu
UUCP: unr!malc
BITNET: malc@equinox

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 91 16:48:33 GMT
From: samuels@halibut.nosc.mil (Lawrence J. Samuels)
Subject: Re: "Earth Abides" revisited

Hoping my memory serves correctly, George Stewart also wrote a fascinating
account of the Donner party; the book is titled "Ordeal by Hunger", I
think.

Larry Samuels
samuels@nosc.mil

------------------------------

Date: 22 Aug 91 02:36:04 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Re: What is the name of this book?

daq@hpfcso (Doug Quarnstrom) writes:
>A long time ago I read a book by James Blish I think.
>
>It was about this starship that was being chased by a hostile alien ship,
>but given the technological premise of the book, the crew was not certain
>that there was an alien starship there.  The basic conflict was between
>the captain whose experience and hunch led him to believe with certainty
>that it was there and the crew who began to believe that their skipper had
>gone a bit looney.
>
>It was quite a good book, but I do not remember the title.

It's been a long time since I read it, but this bears resemblance to a
portion of _Cities in Flight_ I seem to remember.

Even if it isn't, I'd recommend CiF.  It's a good book.  (I think I need to
read it again).

Dave Schaumann
dave@cs.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Aug 91 18:21:56 GMT
From: YOURAA%morekypr@cunyvm.cuny.edu
Subject: re:  What is the name of this book?

   The book that Doug Quarnstom mentions sounds like "Yesterday's
Children," written around 1980 by someone who had, indeed, done some Trek
stuff (I don't remember the name of the author).  Yeah, I liked it.  It
wasn't Trek-like at all, absolutely no cuteness.  Very gritty, very
well-executed stuff.

Al Yourkonis
YOURAA@MOREKYPR.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 23 Aug 91 06:29:17 GMT
From: fred@ccu1.aukuni.ac.nz (Fred Nuttall)
Subject: Re: What is the name of this book?

daq@hpfcso.FC.HP.COM (Doug Quarnstrom) writes:
>A long time ago I read a book by James Blish I think.
>
>It was about this starship that was being chased by a hostile alien ship,
>but given the technological premise of the book, the crew was not certain
>that there was an alien starship there.  The basic conflict was between
>the captain whose experience and hunch led him to believe with certainty
>that it was there and the crew who began to believe that their skipper had
>gone a bit looney.

It's definitely by David Gerrold.  The book has had two different titles,
the one I saw was I think "Yesterday's Children" or "Tomorrow's Children".
You get the idea.  I can find more out in a couple of days if no one else
gives more help.

Cheers.

Fred Nuttall
Computer Center
University of Auckland
New Zealand
fj.nuttall@aukuni.ac.nz

------------------------------

Date: 23 Aug 91 10:24:42 GMT
From: K42@vm.urz.uni-heidelberg.de (Monika Best)
Subject: Re: What is the name of this book?

fred@ccu1.aukuni.ac.nz (Fred Nuttall) writes:
> daq@hpfcso.FC.HP.COM (Doug Quarnstrom) writes:
>>A long time ago I read a book by James Blish I think.  It was about this
>>starship that was being chased by a hostile alien ship, but given the
>>technological premise of the book, the crew was not certain that there
>>was an alien starship there.  The basic conflict was between the captain
>>whose experience and hunch led him to believe with certainty that it was
>>there and the crew who began to believe that their skipper had gone a bit
>>looney.  It was quite a good book, but I do not remember the title.
>
>It's definitely by David Gerrold.  The book has had two different titles,
>the one I saw was I think "Yesterday's Children" or "Tomorrow's Children".
>You get

It was called "Yesterday's Children" in the US, and "Star Hunt" in the UK.
I liked it a lot. (But it wasn't the crew against the skipper, but the crew
against the first officer, Jon Korie...)

BTW, has anybody out there read both "Yesterday's Children" _and_ "Voyage
of the Star Wolf" (also by David Gerrold)? Maybe I'm stupid, but I don't
get it - is one of the books supposed to be a sequel, prequel, whatever of
the other one (but that doesn't make much sense...), is _Star Wolf_ a
revised version of the older book (oh, how I hate it when authors do
that!), or is it just a completely independent book where Gerrold uses a
few of his old ideas and characters?

Moni

------------------------------

Date: 23 Aug 91 18:40:44 GMT
From: jpb@umbio.med.miami.edu (jpb)
Subject: Re: Flingers

dcarr@wpi.WPI.EDU said:
> I am looking for a book I read a number of years ago.  Actually, it was a
> series of books that had to do with a young man who was known as a
> "Flinger".  He, and a select group of other people, had the ability to
> teleport people and objects that weighed up to, I think, 96 kilograms.
> Does anyone recall having read this?  Thank you.

The series was called "The adventures of McGill Feighan" and had three or
four books.  I believe one of the titles was "Reefs" and that they were by
Kevin O'Donnell, but its been a long time since I read them.

His teleport limit was 960 kg, BTW. 

They came up with some very interesting tricks for teleporters to use in
this series.

Joe Block
jpb@umbio.med.miami.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Aug 91 10:39:59 GMT
From: jgreely@morganucodon.cis.ohio-state.edu (J Greely)
Subject: Re: Flingers

jarrell@vtserf.cc.vt.edu (Ron Jarrell) writes:
>The series is either the "Journeys of McGill Feighan"

"Journeys" is correct.  In order, the books are: Caverns, Reefs, Lava, and
Cliffs.  I picked them up after I read the author's other (first?)  novel,
Mayflies.  The first three came out close together (81-82), and the fourth
appeared in 86.  Good light juvenile sf.

J Greely
jgreely@cis.ohio-state.edu
osu-cis!jgreely

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	  Miscellaneous - Art & Fandom Directory & Gaming Aides &
                          Conventions (12 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 21 Aug 91 17:44:21 GMT
From: XRCJD@scfvm.gsfc.nasa.gov ("Charles J. Divine")
Subject: Re:  Michael Whelan's Art

Speaking as an amateur artist, I don't have any resentment of Michael
Whelan and his success.  The man is very talented and hard working.  With a
few exceptions, pro SF artists strike me as an exceptionally friendly
group.  Most amateurs are also fairly friendly.  Yes, a few are into SF art
as a way of getting egoboo, but most are not.  And yes, there is a wide
range of talent in SF art shows (even Worldcons).  This is simply an
artifact of letting anything SF or fantasy into art shows.  I support this
policy - it encourages new talent, for one thing.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Aug 91 21:15:28 GMT
From: U19807@uicvm.uic.edu
Subject: FANDOM DIRECTORY address

Somebody do me a favor and send me the address of the FANDOM DIRECTORY
(i.e., Fandom Computing Services) if you could. It'd be much appreciated.

Chris Krolczyk,Esq.
U19807@UICVM.BITNET
u19807@uicvm.uic.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 91 02:52:08 GMT
From: USER6YUQ@ub.cc.umich.edu
Subject: The Difference Engine

Hi! My name is Matt Forbeck, and I'm currently working on a roleplaying
game sourcebook for THE DIFFERENCE ENGINE by Gibson and Sterling.  I was
hoping I could get you to send me anything you could about this book.  I've
been following the digest for some time now and have always found it to be
wonderfully informative.  I hope at you can help me in my research.  Thanks
a lot.  

Yours,

Matt Forbeck

------------------------------

Date: 25 Aug 91 17:22:26 GMT
From: blarson@blars
Subject: Loscon 18: Long Beach Nov 29-Dec 1

Loscon 18 will be Thanksgiving weekend as usual, with the theme of
"Robotics and Computers".  GOH: Mike Resnick AGOH: Brad Foster FGOH: Allan
Rothstein.  This year it will be at the Long Beach Hyatt Regency and Long
Beach convention center.  Registration: $25 through Nov 15, $30 at the
door.

Loscon 18
11513 Burbank Blvd.
North Hollywood, CA 91601

(Above information mostly taken from a LASFS mailing to attenees of Locson
17.  Typos and misspellings are almost certainly mine.)

I'm considering hosting an @! party there, is there anyone else willing to
help organize it?  (I've been to a couple, and was shanghaied into a supply
one for the one at Westercon this year.)

Bob Larson
blarson@usc.edu
usc!blarson

------------------------------

Date: 29 Aug 91 02:24:44 GMT
From: jjmhome!magicon@m2c.m2c.org (MagiCon Press Relations)
Subject: MagiCon Press Release, August 28, 1991
     
	  MagiCon Press Release:      For Immediate Distribution
  MagiCon          PO Box 621992         Orlando, FL 32862-1992         USA
  The Fiftieth World Science Fiction Convention

  August 28, 1991

  Price Increases

  Effective September 30, 1991, the price for an attending membership for
  MagiCon rises to $95 from the present $85. A child's membership rate
  rises to $45 from the present $25. Kids-in-tow memberships (for children
  born after September 3, 1986) are free. These rates remain in effect
  until March 31, 1992. Supporting (non-attending) memberships remain at
  $25 until July 15, 1992.

  Membership Statistics

  As of August 20, 1991, MagiCon had a total of 3152 members. MagiCon had
  2766 attending memberships, 256 supporting memberships, and 115
  children's memberships. MagiCon has issued 8 guest memberships, and 7
  kids-in-tow memberships.

  New European Agent

  MagiCon is pleased to announce that Kees van Toorn, chairman of the 1990
  Worldcon, has come on board as the continental European agent. Kees can
  be reached at:

       Postbus 4311, NL - 3003 AK Rotterdam, NETHERLANDS
       phone: NL - 78-197098

  Kees joins our British agent, Peter Weston, and our Swedish agent,
  John-Henri Holmberg.

  Progress Report 4

  MagiCon is publishing Progress Report 4 for Chicon, and will mail it to
  all attending and supporting members in September.

  New Hotel to Open

  Joining the Peabody, our headquarters hotel, is the Clarion Hotel.
  Adjacent to the Orange County Convention and Civic Center, the Clarion is
  due to open September 15. The hotel features 800 rooms and 14 check-in
  lines. One of the first conventions to be hosted by the Clarion will be a
  comics convention.

  Get Out the Vote!

  MagiCon will be sponsoring a "Get Out the Vote!" campaign in an effort to
  increase awareness about the Hugo Awards and why fans should nominate and
  vote for the awards. The Hugo nominating ballots will be distributed in
  late 1991. Progress Report 5 and future press releases will go into
  greater detail on awards and the voting process.

  Calling MagiCon

  MagiCon has a phone number: 407-859-8421. There's an answering machine
  attached to it, so you can leave MagiCon a message.

  Please forward this to other networks. E-mail to:
  magicon%jjmhome@m2c.m2c.org

  Laurie Mann for MagiCon

------------------------------

Date: 30 Aug 91 02:16:22 GMT
From: jacobus@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Kirsten C. Jacobus)
Subject: A fledgeling Con

Greetings to all net land!! I am the president of a science fiction/fantasy
club in Lafayette Indiana that is hoping to put on a small con sometime in
the spring of this year. I would be grateful for some advice on how to put
on a successful con. We already have a guest author in the form William
Forstchen who has agreed to come. Any suggestions on getting any other
authors/artists/hucksters to come? What are special problems to look out
for? Anything that I haven't asked but you would like to tell us about
starting a con? Also, I would like to hear from people who would interested
in attending or would just like to be put on our mailing list. I personally
will be handling the art show, so anyone interested in exibiting should
write to me as well.

Kirsten Jacobus
708 Cincinnati St.#6
Lafayette, IN 47901
jacobus@mentor.cc.purdue

------------------------------

Date: 5 Sep 91 17:25:28 GMT
From: david@softwords.bc.ca (David Hume)
Subject: Worldcon 94

Well, I'm starting to see posts about what happened last week at the
Worldcon in Chicago (Hugo winners etc.).  One thing I haven't seen
mentioned yet, I understand the vote for Worldcon in 1994 was to be held?
Who won, Winnipeg or Louisville? (Or did a last minute bid from Prague
sneak in :-)

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 91 12:12:30 GMT
From: jjmhome!lmann@m2c.m2c.org (Laurie Mann)
Subject: Re: Worldcon 94

david@softwords.bc.ca (David Hume) writes:
> Well, I'm starting to see posts about what happened last week at the
> Worldcon in Chicago (Hugo winners etc.). One thing I haven't seen
> mentioned yet, I understand the vote for Worldcon in 1994 was to be held?
> Who won, Winnipeg or Louisville? (Or did a last minute bid from Prague
> sneak in :-)

Well, here's a quick analysis of the bids.  You had:

   Louisville, featuring two large hotels about three blocks apart, a
   well-established con-running group with excellent connections in fandom,
   and a bid that emphasized informations and good parties

running against
   
   Winnepeg, featuring the first serious Canadian bid in at least 16 years,
   a good convention center but hotels spread out all over the place, and
   an amazing, energetic party push at Chicon that included a chef from one
   of the Winnepeg hotels COOKING AT THEIR BID PARTIES and a person dressed
   up like a 6' red maple leaf waving at voters as they went to vote.

Yup, Winnepeg won.  But it was VERY close - Winnepeg won by about 50 votes
out of some 2,000 cast.  While fewer people are voting for the Hugos these
days, more are voting for site selection.  As a staunch Louisville
supporter, I wasn't real happy with the results.  I thought the Nolacon
debaucle should have taught fandom that a group that can run great parties
cannot necessarily run decent Worldcons.

I'm worried about the 1995 race now.  Most American voters are VERY
chauvinistic; that voting for a foreign Worldcon two years in a row is
unthinkable.  I'm rooting for Glasgow, and will continue to support them,
but I'm afraid the Canadian Worldcon and the fact the '95 voting will take
place in the South pretty much guarantees that Atlanta will win for '95.
Yuck!

LAcon is still the only announced bid for '96.

San Antonio is bidding for '97.  The abortive New Orleans in '97 bid (yes,
you read that one right) may reconvene for 2000.

There are at least three semi-real bids (or rumors thereof) for '98:
Baltimore, Niagra Falls, and New York.

I don't think anyone has announced for 1999.

Chicago announced a bid for 2000 in their Program Book!!!  Appropriately
enough, there's a picture of a rocket or tower blasting off.  I guess they
want to stick it to us again.  And if New Orleans also decides to run for
2000, that may be a great year to support No Award.

Boston is debating long and hard about if/when to run again.  A couple of
people wanted to have us throw an N4 party at Chicon, but, fortunately,
there was no consensus for that.  Some of us wore T-shirts at Chicon that
said "Honest to Ghod, we REALLY don't know," since fandom seems to assume
that we will bid for 1998.  While some people favor 1998, I hope we don't
bid again until it's time to bid for the 2001 Worldcon.

...!uunet!lectroid!jjmhome!lmann

------------------------------

Date: 8 Sep 91 16:44:44 GMT
From: kiran@copper.ucs.indiana.edu (Kiran Wagle)
Subject: Re: Worldcon 94

lmann@jjmhome.UUCP (Laurie Mann) writes:
>Chicago announced a bid for 2000 in their Program Book!!!  Appropriately
>enough, there's a picture of a rocket or tower blasting off.  I guess they
>want to stick it to us again.  And if New Orleans also decides to run for
>2000, that may be a great year to support No Award.

In fact there seem to be TWO Chicago in 2000 bids. The Mudlarks of Space
(the Capricon people) are running a bid, with a Chicago PO Box.  The ad in
the program book had an Evanston PO Box.

In addition, it was suggested by a committee member or two that the
downtown Hyatt was booked for 2000. Rumours had it that the booking was not
in the name of Isfic, but in Ross Pavlac's name. ...  The Capricon bid
hopes to use the Hyatt O'Hare.

In a three-way contest between Chicago, Chicago, and New Orleans, I'll bet
on New Orleans. The fans had no problems with Nolacon - they were all in
the Quarter. Of course, there's Always Kansas City - remember MidAmericon?

On a side note, Chicon did not publish any attendance figures. Some
estimates suggested that only about half of the 5200 preregistered people
showed up, and that the at-the-door attendance was about 400.  Anyone have
any official figures?

kiran@copper.ucs.indiana.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Sep 91 05:26:51 GMT
From: dant@logos.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: WorldCon '01 (was Re: Worldcon 94

lmann@jjmhome.UUCP (Laurie Mann) writes:
>While some people favor 1998, I hope we don't bid again until it's time to
>bid for the 2001 Worldcon.

WorldCon '01 Bid:

			  Luna City

		Guest of Honor: Arthur C. Clarke
		Fan Guest of Honor: David Bowman
		Artist Guest of Honor: HAL 9000
		
		Hotel: TMA-1 Hilton

Dan Tilque
dant@logos.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 8 Sep 91 11:46:45 GMT
From: jjmhome!lmann@m2c.m2c.org (Laurie Mann)
Subject: Re: Worldcon 94

lnh@neutron.uucp writes:
> lmann@jjmhome.UUCP (Laurie Mann) writes:
>>There are at least three semi-real bids (or rumors thereof) for '98:
>>Baltimore, Niagra Falls, and New York.
> Add a rumor about St. Louis thinking about it ...

Stuff I forgot:

Kansas City announced for 2000.  It's being financed by Missouri fen who
apparently won $6,000,000 in a state lottery.  A few supporters spent
Chicon wearing embroidered bid jackets!

Baltimore is being sponsored by Captain Jack's Rum! I think this might be
the first time a bid is receiving major sponsorship by a commercial
enterprise.  In the past, municipal convention centers and hotels have
donated some money to serious bids, but I don't remember products aligning
themselves with a bid.  Baltimore didn't officially announce a year -
apparently they are waiting to see what Boston does.

...!uunet!lectroid!jjmhome!lmann

------------------------------

Date: 8 Sep 91 18:12:15 GMT
From: alayne@hobbit.gandalf.ca (Alayne McGregor)
Subject: Chicon "At the Rialto"

Has anyone else noted the similarities between Connie Willis' story "At the
Rialto" and the meeting room assignments at Chicon? I'm thinking
particularly of the disappearing L2 floor in the Swissotel.

Alayne McGregor
alayne@gandalf.ca

------------------------------

Date: 8 Sep 91 19:48:23 GMT
From: andy@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Andrew Hackard)
Subject: Re: Worldcon 94

Forgive the newbie question, but which Worldcon membership would I have to
buy to get to vote on the '97 Worldcon?  See, I have this vested interest
in getting it to San Antonio... :)

Replies to email, please.  Thanks.

Andrew
andy@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Sep 91 17:03:10 GMT
From: kathy@xn.ll.mit.edu
Subject: Re: Worldcon 94

kiran@copper.ucs.indiana.edu (Kiran Wagle) writes:
>On a side note, Chicon did not publish any attendance figures. Some
>estimates suggested that only about half of the 5200 preregistered people
>showed up, and that the at-the-door attendance was about 400.  Anyone have
>any official figures?

I don't have official figures.  At the con most people talking about
attendance seemed to be in agreement that paid memberships were somewhere
around 7000.  The actual warm-body counts I heard varied from 3500
(supplied by someone who said he got it from a member of the Committee) to
6000+ (supplied by someone at the newsletter).

Kathryn L. Smith
MIT Lincoln Laboratories
Lexington, MA		
kathy@XN.LL.MIT.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 91 03:34:35 GMT
From: leah@smith.chi.il.us (L.A.Z. Smith)
Subject: Upcoming Worldcon bids (was Re: Worldcon 94)

lmann@jjmhome.UUCP (Laurie Mann) writes:
>Yup, Winnepeg won.  But it was VERY close - Winnepeg won by about 50 votes
>out of some 2,000 cast.  While fewer people are voting for the Hugos these
>days, more are voting for site selection.  As a staunch Louisville
>supporter, I wasn't real happy with the results.  I thought the Nolacon
>debaucle should have taught fandom that a group that can run great parties
>cannot necessarily run decent Worldcons.

Well, I think you're being a little unfair to Nolacon, since the people who
screwed it up aren't the same people who ran the parties.  (In fact, some
of the former were the same people who caused several of Chicon's major
problems.)  Winnipeg ran lousy parties up until Chicon, when they put on a
major push.

Oh, well, it just goes to show that you can't win a bid with lemonade
anymore.  It didn't work in the '82 bidding and it didn't work for '94.
But we Louisville supporters can get our I-told-you-so's ready; in fact,
considering the rates Winnipeg is charging we can start now.

>I'm worried about the 1995 race now.  Most American voters are VERY
>chauvinistic; that voting for a foreign Worldcon two years in a row is
>unthinkable.  I'm rooting for Glasgow, and will continue to support them,
>but I'm afraid the Canadian Worldcon and the fact the '95 voting will take
>place in the South pretty much guarantees that Atlanta will win for '95.
>Yuck!

It's definitely time for the non-North American slot in the rotation.

>San Antonio is bidding for '97.  The abortive New Orleans in '97 bid (yes,
>you read that one right) may reconvene for 2000.

The New Orleans in 1997/2000 bid isn't the same people who ran Nolacon.  I
think the city's a great site - good hotels close together and if the
committee doesn't overprogram like last time, there could be a good con
there; and even if it isn't, who cares? it's New Orleans - go to the
Quarter.  New Orleans is the one place where I'd suspend the idea that one
should vote for the best convention rather than the best tourist spot.

>Chicago announced a bid for 2000 in their Program Book!!!  Appropriately
>enough, there's a picture of a rocket or tower blasting off.  I guess they
>want to stick it to us again.  And if New Orleans also decides to run for
>2000, that may be a great year to support No Award.

And what will the SMOFs do at the business meeting if it wins?  Actually,
the Chicago in 2000 bid isn't exactly the same group that brought you
Chicon V (though it includes somebody who was fired during the con).  If
you read the ad carefully, you'll notice they're bidding for the Hyatt
Regency O'HARE, not the one downtown.  If anything, though, I think this
crew will do an even worse job than the ISFIC types who ran this year's
con.  But that group may bid, too - they've already got the facilities
booked, anyway.  If we're lucky, we could have THREE Chicago bids for
2000...

>Boston is debating long and hard about if/when to run again.  A couple of
>people wanted to have us throw an N4 party at Chicon, but, fortunately,
>there was no consensus for that.  Some of us wore T-shirts at Chicon that
>said "Honest to Ghod, we REALLY don't know," since fandom seems to assume
>that we will bid for 1998.  While some people favor 1998, I hope we don't
>bid again until it's time to bid for the 2001 Worldcon.

Me, too.

L.A.Z. Smith
leah@smith.uucp
leah@smith.chi.il.us

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest           Thursday, 12 Sep 1991      Volume 16 : Issue 382

Today's Topics:

	    Books - Bear (2 msgs) & Cherryh & Clarke (2 msgs) &
                    Cook (3 msgs) & Danvers & Ecklar (5 msgs) &
                    Eco (3 msgs) & Kennealy & L'Engle & Martin &
                    Shatner

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 91 18:44:48 GMT
From: marshall@windslc.seri.gov (Marshall Buhl)
Subject: Greg Bear's "Queen of Angels"

For the past few weeks, I've been slowly trying to get through "Queen (or
is that City?) of Angels."  I've read (and enjoyed) most of Bear's other
work, but this seems to have a very different style.  I have no trouble
putting it down, and I keep finding other things to do besides finishing
it.  On the other hand, I found "Eternity" riveting.

One thing that annoys the hell out of me is that Greg seems to be using a
faulty keyboard.  I guess the comma key works only intermittently.  I'd
guess that about 90% of the usual commas have been left out.  I assume he's
trying for some sort of style, but this really makes it hard for me to
parse.  I often have to re-read many lines.  The style (and lack of commas)
seems to be character dependent.

I get the impression that he's trying to simulate the way people think.
I've seen this done by having long run-on sentences.  I don't remember
others leaving out commas for the effect.  I find run-on sentences easier
to read.  This is WORK.

What the hell is the + for?  It it just to indicate a new thought?  Why is
it used for only one character?

So I guess the real question is: Is this worth finishing?

Marshall

PS  Should we take up a collection and get Greg a new keyboard?

PPS  I guess Greg is trying to use a fancy literary style.  Please,
     let's not start another literature war again.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 91 22:17:01 GMT
From: mnemonic@eff.org (Mike Godwin)
Subject: Re: Greg Bear's "Queen of Angels"

marshall@windslc.seri.gov (Marshall Buhl) writes:
>One thing that annoys the hell out of me is that Greg seems to be using a
>faulty keyboard.  I guess the comma key works only intermittently.  I'd
>guess that about 90% of the usual commas have been left out.  I assume
>he's trying for some sort of style, but this really makes it hard for me
>to parse.  I often have to re-read many lines.  The style (and lack of
>commas) seems to be character dependent.

I think there is a reason for this. And you've put your finger on it.  This
book is in part about the nature of consciousness and personality, and in
part about the nature of justice. Bear thinks there's a connection between
the two.

He's trying to convey something about personalities with his typographical
experiment. I think it works okay.

>So I guess the real question is: Is this worth finishing?

Yes, in my opinion.

Mike Godwin
EFF, Cambridge, MA
(617) 864-0665  
mnemonic@eff.org

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 91 19:13:54 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.unh.edu
Subject: Cherryh timeline

   Some time ago someone posted a timeline for C.J. Cherryh's books.  I
decided to use this timeline in the book I'm writing, but first I wanted to
check the sources and get permission to use it.
   Well, someone said the timeline was straight out of the first Merovingen
books (Can't remember the title) but I looked and only part of the timeline
(I know; the Angel with the Sword) was in that book.
   Now, before I go using the timeline illegally, could whoever posted it
tell me where he got it? And if he created it himself, (or she) could I
please use it in my book?  I assure you I will credit it to you if you
wrote it.

J_Delano@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Sep 91 19:48:54 GMT
From: BI08%UTEP@ricevm1.rice.edu (BI08000)
Subject: Songs of the Distant Earth

JGALLEGUI%UDEC@uchcecvx.bitnet writes:
>   I'm a hard-SF lover. I've recently read 'Songs of the Distant Earth'
>(1985) by Clarke, and I think it really has a special nostalgic feeling,
>with a great realism (Science). It's a BIG novel!  (Of course, I'm an A.C.
>Clarke 'fan')
>
>Some Opinions about it ?

_Songs of the Distant Earth_ does impart a "special nostalgic feeling."  I
have read the book twice (more than two years since my last reading) and
rate it very highly.  It is some of Clarke's better work.  Who could not be
enthusiastic about the man who postulated geosynchronous orbit while
writing science fiction.

Murray Voight
bi08@utep.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 91 20:21:29 GMT
From: neutron!lnh@eda.teradyne.com (sometimes a Wombat)
Subject: Re: Songs of the Distant Earth

BI08%UTEP@RICEVM1.RICE.EDU (BI08000) writes:
>_Songs of the Distant Earth_ does impart a "special nostalgic feeling."  I
>have read the book twice (more than two years since my last reading) and
>rate it very highly.  It is some of Clarke's better work.  Who could not
>be enthusiastic about the man who postulated geosynchronous orbit while
>writing science fiction.

Oy, I rate it among his least-good novels.  But, I knew and loved the
novella version long before he expanded it into a novel, and the short form
is much better.

I preferred _The Fountains of Paradise_.

Larry Hammer
LNH@albert.physics.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Sep 91 22:24:00 GMT
From: acs@csri.toronto.edu (Alvin Chia-Hua Shih)
Subject: Rick Cook & Wizardry Novels

A friend of mine mentioned Wizardry Compiled and some other book.  However,
I have discovered that there are three books that seem to follow the same
theme: Wizard's Bane, Wizardry Compiled, Wizardry Cursed.

Are they a series of some kind?  The inside cover gives no indication of
such, so I don't know if there is a prescribed sequence in which to read
them.

Thanks.

Alvin C. Shih
acs@csri.utoronto.ca

------------------------------

Date: 10 Sep 91 23:42:49 GMT
From: mcervera@physics.adelaide.edu.au (MAC the Knife)
Subject: Re: Rick Cook & Wizardry Novels

acs@csri.toronto.edu (Alvin Chia-Hua Shih) writes:
>A friend of mine mentioned Wizardry Compiled and some other book.
>However, I have discovered that there are three books that seem to follow
>the same theme: Wizard's Bane, Wizardry Compiled, Wizardry Cursed.
>
>Are they a series of some kind?  The inside cover gives no indication of
>such, so I don't know if there is a prescribed sequence in which to read
>them.

   The story in each book is complete, i.e. the three books don't
constitute one long story but three separate ones. However, they should be
read in the order they are written as they follow on from each other. The
order to read them in is as you have written above.
   BTW, they are recomended reading. The books are well written, and very
funny (especially if you have any knowledge of computers and UNIX).

Manuel
mcervera@physics.adelaide.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 91 00:53:27 GMT
From: jefft@athena.mit.edu (Jeff Tang)
Subject: Re: Rick Cook & Wizardry Novels

Personally, I've found the Wizardry books to be atrocious.  I can even see
Cook trying to become a better writer in the later books and failing.

Jeff Tang
jefft@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Sep 91 20:56:04 GMT
From: 003@pnet16.cts.com (Lcdr Smith)
Subject: NEW WEREWOLF NOVEL

Picked up Dennis Danvers' _Wilderness_ at the library the other day.
Policy in Hawaii is, if it hasn't got a rocket ship on the cover, it isn't
SF.  That aside, this book is essentially a love story, set in today's
world, with the twist that the female lead is a werewolf. (This is no
spoiler, it's on the inside cover blurb.)

This is Danvers' first novel, and I enjoyed it.  However, it does suffer
from a somewhat awkward ending and two or three cases of deus ex machina.
I will keep an eye out for future works; I think this guy shows promise.

Rating:  +3 on the -5 to +5 scale.

   _Wilderness_
   Dennis Danvers
   Poseidon Press, c1991, 255 pages
   ISBN 0-671-72827-X

UUCP: humu!nctams1!pnet16!003
ARPA: humu!nctams1!pnet16!003@nosc.mil
INET: 003@pnet16.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Sep 91 21:41:00 GMT
From: UI0T@dkauni2.bitnet ("Thomas Koenig")
Subject: Julia Ecklar - what has she written?

Can anyone give me a quick rundown of Julia Ecklar's work?  She's just won
the John W. Campbell Award, and I'd never heard of her before.

Is any of it worth ordering from overseas?

Thomas Koenig
UI0T@DKAUNI2.BITNET
UI0T@IBM3090.RZ.UNI-KARLSRUHE.DE

------------------------------

Date: 10 Sep 91 19:47:17 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Julia Ecklar - what has she written?

UI0T@dkauni2.BITNET ("Thomas Koenig"):
>Can anyone give me a quick rundown of Julia Ecklar's work?  She's just won
>the John W. Campbell Award, and I'd never heard of her before.
>
>Is any of it worth ordering from overseas?

The only novel of hers that I'm aware of is Kobayashi Maru, which I'd rate
as good Trek fan fiction, even if it is canonical.

She wrote (scripted) the comic book Honor Among Thieves, which lasted two
issues, and of which I thought highly.

She's written some good filk songs, and she's a better singer than she is a
song writer.  I would order those if *I* were overseas.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Sep 91 19:27:11 GMT
From: danw@hightop.hac.com (Dan White)
Subject: Re: Julia Ecklar - what has she written?

UI0T@dkauni2.BITNET ("Thomas Koenig") writes:
> Can anyone give me a quick rundown of Julia Ecklar's work?  She's just
> won the John W. Campbell Award, and I'd never heard of her before.
> 
> Is any of it worth ordering from overseas?

I know her as a folk/filk singer. I remember somthing about her maybe
trying her hand at writing, too.  But she deserves multiple awards for her
music.

One of my favorites is "Feline American Princess" - a cat song

Dan White
danw@mitchell.hac.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 91 17:46:49 GMT
From: eg1n+@andrew.cmu.edu (Eli Brian Goldberg)
Subject: Re: Julia Ecklar - what has she written?

> I know her as a folk/filk singer. I remember somthing about her maybe
>trying her hand at writing, too.  But she deserves multiple awards for her
>music.
> 
> One of my favorites is "Feline American Princess" - a cat song

   First of all, BTW, Julia Ecklar did *NOT* write F.A.P.  Leslie Fish did
the music and Mercedes Lackey did the lyrics.  Julia Ecklar, I'm sure,
performed it and thus might seem like a suitable person to quote, but
obviously, people DO occasionally sing other people's songs!!! :-)

   If you're looking for Julia Ecklar's stuff, she's having a new CD coming
out from Thor in a few months, you can get some of her current tapes (and
tapes with her work) from Wail Songs at 1-800-TON-WAIL who can mail you a
free catalog.  Firebird Arts and Music, if you're looking for a copy of
F.A.P., has it on at least one tape (I think Magic Moondust and Melancholy
has it, I also think that Leslie Fish Live has it, but being that I haven't
heard either tape yet, I'm not sure.), and they can be reached at
1-800-752-0494 and are normally very happy to give information (and a free
catalog) as it normally means that sometime down the road they'll be
receiving money :-)

   If you need any other information that's more specific, E-mail me and
I'll take a crack at it.

Eli Goldberg

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 91 23:47:44 GMT
From: francis@zaphod.uchicago.edu (Francis Stracke)
Subject: Re: Julia Ecklar - what has she written?

UI0T@dkauni2.BITNET ("Thomas Koenig") writes:
>Can anyone give me a quick rundown of Julia Ecklar's work?  She's just won
>the John W. Campbell Award, and I'd never heard of her before.

She's had a couple of stories in _Analog_ ("Extra Ellies" is the only one I
remember - not a fabulous story).  She did a lot of writing for a Pernish
fanzine (still may, for all I know - I've been out of that group for some
time now).

Francis Stracke
Department of Mathematics
University of Chicago
francis@zaphod.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 91 19:24:12 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.unh.edu
Subject: Foucault's Pendalum

   I started to read Foucault's Pendalum last week and had trouble getting
past the first paragraph.  What the heck is he talking about?  I'm not
saying he's an idiot but I don't know enough to understand everything that
he's saying.  I heard this happens in the book and it's a little scary.
   Is that going to happen throughout the book?  I hear the book is
definitely worth reading.  Any opinions?

J_Delano@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 91 20:03:03 GMT
From: sluder@laser1.engr.utk.edu (John C. Sluder)
Subject: Re: Foucault's Pendalum

J_DELANO@UNHH.UNH.EDU writes:
>    I started to read Foucault's Pendalum last week and had trouble
> getting past the first paragraph.  What the heck is he talking about?
> I'm not saying he's an idiot but I don't know enough to understand
> everything that he's saying.  I heard this happens in the book and it's a
> little scary.
>
>    Is that going to happen throughout the book?  I hear the book is
> definitely worth reading.  Any opinions?

I recently finished reading _Foucault's_Pendulum_, and I really enjoyed it.
I will admit, however, that the first few chapters were slow going. If you
can stick it out through the first part, it does get better. (Or maybe you
just get used to not understanding it? :-)

Anyway, IMHO, it's a very good read.

John Carl Sluder
Computer Vision and Robotics Research Laboratory
Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering
The University of Tennessee, Knoxville
sluder@laser1.engr.utk.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 91 23:48:14 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Subject: Re: Foucault's Pendalum

J_DELANO@UNHH.UNH.EDU writes:
>    I started to read Foucault's Pendalum last week and had trouble
> getting past the first paragraph.
> [....]
>    Is that going to happen throughout the book?  I hear the book is
> definitely worth reading.

Yes, and yes. 

Umberto Eco [the author] has this attitude that he knows far, far more than
you do about absolutely everything and he's not going to let you forget it.
The trouble is, he's right, so you might as well enjoy it.  Just turn your
brain into a sponge and go along for the ride.  _Foucault's Pendulum_ is
like the _Illuminatus!_ books, except so well-researched that you're scared
not to take it seriously.

Eco's first big hit, _The Name of the Rose_, is just as worth reading, and
just as arrogant.

(Should they be discussed on sf-lovers? I think so - what Eco writes is
hard SF, if you regard history as the science.)

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 91 02:57:06 GMT
From: jasmine@sscux1.ssc.gov (karissa walden)
Subject: The Hawk's Grey Feather

Well, sometime ago I asked for opinions on _The Hawk's Grey Feather_ and
other Patricia Kennealy books and someone asked me to post some kind of
summary so here goes (Sorry it took so long).  The consensus was that all
her books are good if the order they were written in was not.  But, read in
the correct order they are supposed to go in, they are excellent. Also by
an overwhelming margin, _Copper Crown_ is the favourite.  Well, there it
is.

Karissa Walden

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 91 15:55:43 GMT
From: lim@toffee.cns.udel.edu (Julie Lim)
Subject: Re: M.L'Engle

   A note which I thought might be of interest to L'Engle fans: the
Delaware Opera Company will be presenting a world premiere of an *opera*
based on _A Wrinkle in Time_ sometime this season - February or March, I
believe. (gasp for breath) If people are interested, I can hunt down the
relevant news clipping for more specific info.
   Disclaimer: I have no personal affiliation with the Delaware Opera
Company or the Wilmington Opera House, blah blah blah. I just read the
newspapers.

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 91 22:31:08 GMT
From: kicko@fy.chalmers.se (Christian Ericsson)
Subject: Re: Wild Cards charactor help needed

Re: Captain Trips, Jeremiah Strauss.

Mark Meadows (aka Cap'n Trips) first appear in WC I, as biochemistry
student with hormone problems. He appears on and off throughout the series.

Jeremiah Strauss' (aka the Projectionist, the Great Ape, Mr. Nobody) first
appearance is also in WC I, if memory serves me right. He has a short cameo
impersonating Bogey on stage. In '63, after an identity crisis, he
transforms into the Great Ape (whose name cannot be divulged for fear of
Vile Ai'zhunzov Khoppi Rites), causing fear and havoc in WC II and is cured
by Tachyon in WC IV. He has a leading role in WC VIII.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 91 16:31:22 GMT
From: PYC136@uriacc.uri.edu (Andy Patrizio)
Subject: Re: Tekwar

bailey@newoa.enet.dec.com (newoa: :bailey) sez:
>Could someone tell me if "TekWar" by William Shatner is actually meant to
>be read by people with an IQ in double digits ?  Intelligent robots,
>talking cameras, (talking everything) a plot that you could fit on the
>back of a fag packet and all the character development of a day time soap.
>
>What junk.

You'll be happy to know that Billy-boy has just published another book. Or
to be more accurate, someone wrote the damn thing and he put his name on
it.  Who was that writer again? I forgot..

Andy Patrizio
University of Rhode Island
pyc136@uriacc.bitnet
pyc136@uriacc.uri.edu
pyc136%uriacc@brownvm.brown.edu
andypo@idsvax.uucp

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Heinlein (4 msgs) & Niven (5 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 91 12:04:57 GMT
From: mvh@lysator.liu.se (Martin V. Howard)
Subject: The chronological guide to Heinlein (request)

I have a delightful advantage over many other people in the world in that I
haven't read _any_ Heinlein books at all and can look forward to doing so
in the near future.  However, I have little knowledge of the man's work, so
I would be glad if some kind soul could post (or email) a recommended
reading order.  The suitable reading order of books is not always the same
as the order in which they were writte, hence my request.

mvH
mvh@lysator.liu.se
d89marho@odalix.ida.liu.se

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 91 09:01:19 GMT
From: garyg@netcom.com (Gary Greene)
Subject: Re: The chronological guide to Heinlein (request)

mvh@lysator.liu.se (Martin V. Howard) writes:
>I have a delightful advantage over many other people in the world in that
>I haven't read _any_ Heinlein books at all and can look forward to doing
>so in the near future.  However, I have little knowledge of the man's
>work, so I would be glad if some kind soul could post (or email) a
>recommended reading order.  The suitable reading order of books is not
>always the same as the order in which they were writte, hence my request.

Any answer you get to this question is likely to be highly personal for the
writer attempting a reply.  Each of us has a first book which captured us
(I leave out the people who find Heinlein offensive, obviously ;-) ) If I
were you, I'd start with his most worthwhile books and then branch out.
Though I am a great fan of his, *not* everything he wrote will be worth a
read unless you become an addict willing to sit through his bombs just to
get the flavor of another Heinlein book.

My basic list is set up A, B, C, D, with you picking the order within each
division according to what interests you at the time.  A = Gold; B = Silver
C = Bronze; D = Tin (or go ahead, but don't expect much). There will be
ones I miss as I don't have a bibliography handy and others I will neglect
as dogs.  If I don't mention a title don't assume its a dog, but you can
assume its not gold, silver or bronze.  Hopefully I won't be too far of
other's choices, but I'm sure we'll hear about it if I am.  :-)

A. Gold; these are generally considered his best by most people.  Included
is one of his juveniles, which are among the best of their type by nearly
any science fiction author and worth reading from an adult:

   The Moon is a Harsh Mistress - Many people consider this his best work,
   bar none.  Connected to The Rolling Stones, an earlier juvenile which
   occurs after this story.  Hugo Winner.

   Citizen of the Galaxy - One of his best juveniles, and my first
   Heinlein.  Possibly connected to Time for the Stars and several others.

   Starship Troopers - Very controversial work, but a good read if you
   don't mind the preachy parts.  (Actually, the preachy parts are one of
   the touchstones of a Heinlein work).  Hugo Winner (I think).

   Methusela's Children - This work and its central character, Lazarus
   Long, came to dominate his final output at the close of his life.  A
   good story stongly in his main-sequence universe.

B. Silver; I would be willing to swap most of the novels and stories on
this list for most of the ones above (though not all ...Moon stays).

   Double Star - Hugo winner, but it must have been a bad year.  Reasonably
   good story though.  Related marginally to Red Planet, Podkayne of Mars,
   Stranger in a Strange Land, and others.

   Puppet Masters - Introduces an invasion hypothesis used later by some
   other writers.  Dated language.  Heinlein trying to do Micky Spillane?
   Not really, but not a typical Heinlein style either.

   Have Space Suit, Will Travel - Juvenile, one of his better ones, though
   it doesn't break any new ground.

   Glory Road - Heinlein does fantasy adventure for the fun of it.

   Door Into Summer - A 50's look into AI, CAD, and household appliances.
   Another which could fit into nearly any of his sequences.

   Time Enough For Love - ature Heinlein and perhaps his last *good* novel;
   a continuation of his Lazarus Long character.  Also, marginally a Silver
   in my book.

   Stranger in a Strange Land - A big cult book.  Also marginally a Silver
   in my book and like _Time Enough For Love_ could be a Bronze.

B. Bronze;  These are good worthwhile reads.  Journeyman work.

   Tunnel in the Sky - Juvenile.  Hard to say where this fits in.  This one
   is sort of related in spirit to Starship Troopers, though the subject
   matter and the story are not related in any way.  If they are part of
   the same universe, then this story is clearly much later in that
   universe's history.  Still the curriculum at the two schools in the two
   stories could easily be related.

   Time For the Stars - Juvenile.  I have a 1st Edition Hard Cover Wish I
   had a first edition of Citizen, above, but those go for $800+, signed of
   course.  Main Sequence.

   Podkayne of Mars - Juvenile.  Part of his main sequence.

   Waldo & Magic Inc. - Two Novellas, Fantasy.

   Rolling Stones - Juvenile; mentioned above and part of his main
   sequence.  Also, trouble with Tribbles before Star Trek.

   Starman Jones - Juvenile.  Part of his main sequence.  Early 50s
   Heinlein with some of his 40's flavor.

   Friday - Heinlein was recovering from his brain shunt operation when he
   wrote this.  It almost convinced me the old Heinlein was coming back,
   but it wasn't to be.  Rather uneven work connected to one of his more
   famous short-story/novellas.  Almost a Tin.

C. Tin:

   I Will Fear No Evil - This one almost makes Bronze in my book for its
   writing.  But many of the attitudes Heinlein displays in his exploration
   of male/female questions, not to mention his attitudes towards art in
   this work seem to off to me (I'm a graphic artist).  Too complex a
   question for me to review here.  This work appears to be set in the same
   world as Moon is a Harsh Mistress, though a bit later.

   Red Planet - Juvenile, and one of his first.  Main Sequence.

   Star Beast - Ditto

   Rocketship Galileo - His first Novel, and a juvenile.

   To Sail The Sunset - His last work and the one where he finally tries to
   nail everything together.  This tells the story of Lazarus Long's
   mother.  Supposed to be some autobiographical parts in this one.  I
   liked the early to middle parts.

While most of his work is designed to take place in a single universe,
others don't fit that well into the scheme.  My prejudice was and is that
sometimes he didn't care whether things made a coherrent whole, though
later with his end approaching he tried to bring it all together.  He
himself in his final novel _To Sail the Sunset_ mentions more than one
universe.

Nonetheless, I don't recommend that you attempt to read following a
universe scheme.  Just be aware of it.  Sometime into your reading you will
likely want to read his short stories.  Most of these come from his Future
History sequence, what I call the main sequence above.

Heinlein always considered himself a professional writer, though he
referred to himself as being in it for the money.  Nonetheless, he wasn't
unnecessarily mercenary - never a hack, despite writing the Tom Corbet,
Space Cadet stuff for TV.  He was known for always trying to raise the
standard of writing within the genre.  To that end he kept himself abreast
of academic writing forms, such as decompositional fiction.  One of the
reasons, I think, some of his later stuff grew so bad, wasn't so much that
he needed a good editor (he did) as his reputation had grown so much that
he could experiment, and write for himself intellectually, and still make a
ton of money.  He was a writer with the skill and the ego to want to
succeed at it all.  That he succeeded at so much made us all that much
richer.  Rich enough that, for myself, I can forgive his excesses at the
end.

Cheers.

Gary Greene
Unisys/Convergent Technology
San Jose, California				
garyg@convergent.com
garyg@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Sep 91 00:22:04 GMT
From: alan@starconn.com (Alan Deikman)
Subject: Re: The chronological guide to Heinlein (request)

garyg@netcom.COM (Gary Greene) writes:
[lengthy list of rated Heinlien stories omitted]

I was going to post a list similar to yours, and found out that your post
so closely resembled mine that I need not bother.  I do have variances, but
you did isolate the best of the best:

The Moon is a Harsh Mistress:  definitely the best work.

Stranger in a Strange Land: over-rated, but worth reading.  There is an
unabridged version available now (I posted on this earlier) that you are
better off reading if you can get it.

I note that you list most of the later works as "Tin" or "Bronze," but you
did not go into why you rated them as such.  This is important when
advising someone who has never read RAH before.  In his later years, RAH
fell into patterns he almost never got out of, namely:

1) You have "prime" characters and "other" characters.  The "prime"
characters have the following traits:

  a.  They almost never die.
  b.  They have sex with every other prime character,
      regardless of sex, sibling status, etc.
  c.  They are unbelievably savvy.

Any "other" character rarely has any of these traits.

2) There is always one person, usually male, who is recognizably RAH
himself.  Jubal Harshaw is the most obvious example.

I once asked a SF writer (name withheld by request) what his favorite RAH
novel was.  He answered without hesitation, "Double Star."  Why?  He stated
that the Lorenzo character in that novel was the only true character RAH
ever created.  I don't exactly agree, but he did have a point.

Regardless of the above, even the worst of his works is better than
average, and always enjoyable.

Alan

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 91 11:16:28 GMT
From: lorend@pro-scat.cts.com (Loren Damewood)
Subject: Re: The chronological guide to Heinlein (request)

mvh@lysator.liu.se (Martin V. Howard) writes:
> I have a delightful advantage over many other people in the world in that
> I haven't read _any_ Heinlein books at all and can look forward to doing

I agree to a large extent with Gary's response to this, with the quibble
that _none_ of his later works show anything but advanced senility, mixed
with a deep fascination for father-daughter incest. Anything up to but not
necessarily including, Time Enough for Love.  Stranger In a Strange Land
was rather peculiar, but he was already getting a bit nutty about sex at
that point. Don't mistake me - I grew up with his work, and value much of
it very highly, but I'm firmly convinced that he'd lost his mind long
before he stopped writing.

lorend@pro-scat
crash!pro-scat!lorend
crash!pro-scat!lorend@nosc.mil

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 91 19:22:15 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.unh.edu
Subject: Niven

   Could someone who has read Man-Kzin Wars IV put those two stories in the
order that would be during the Wars.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 91 19:48:25 GMT
From: amirza@silver.ucs.indiana.edu (anmar mirza)
Subject: Re: Niven

J_DELANO@UNHH.UNH.EDU writes:
>Could someone who has read Man-Kzin Wars IV put those two stories in the
>order that would be during the Wars.

The first story happens during the timeperiod between the third and fifth
Kzin attacks on the home system.  The second story happens, I believe,
shortly after the first attack on the home system.

Did anyone catch Nivens intro? In it he talks about someone who wrote a
bondage/s&m story involving Kzin. This person posted it to a "computer
network". He then sent this person a letter threatening lawsuit.

Was that Elf Sternberg's story?

Anmar Mirza

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 91 21:09:02 GMT
From: 6600dadg@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (Mark Dadgar)
Subject: Re: Niven (and _Journal Entries_)

amirza@silver.ucs.indiana.edu (anmar mirza) writes:
[Regarding _Man Kzin Wars IV]
>Did anyone catch Nivens intro? In it he talks about someone who wrote a
>bondage/s&m story involving Kzin. This person posted it to a "computer
>network". He then sent this person a letter threatening lawsuit.
>
>Was that Elf Sternberg's story?

Had to be the _Journal Entries_ series.  Elf has (had?) a header (or
footer) to the stories that gave credit to Niven for the setting.

Niven is also on the network (as those of you who read "Chaos Manor" in
BYTE can infer), so the connection is easy.

I'm kind of bummed, as I've always respected Niven, and it's not as if Elf
is making any money off of the _Journal Entries_.  Maybe it's the fact that
Elf writes EXTREMELY well?  :) From a prose standpoint, of course.  :) :)

Mark Dadgar
6600dadg@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 91 23:49:06 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach -- Only here for the beer)
Subject: Re: Niven (and _Journal Entries_)

6600dadg@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (Mark Dadgar) writes:
>amirza@silver.ucs.indiana.edu (anmar mirza) writes:
>>Did anyone catch Nivens intro? In it he talks about someone who wrote a
>>bondage/s&m story involving Kzin. This person posted it to a "computer
>>network". He then sent this person a letter threatening lawsuit.
>
>>Was that Elf Sternbergs story?

Yes, it was.

>Niven is also on the network (as those of you who read "Chaos Manor" in
>BYTE can infer), so the connection is easy.

Actually, it wasn't via Larry's network connection. I was the go-between
between him and Elf. Larry sent a fairly heated note, Elf apologized and
agreed to rewrite his stuff so that it didn't use Niven's universe (which
Niven owns, I'll point out) and everyone agreed that it was a good solution
and dropped the issue. No lawyer was ever involved.

>I'm kind of bummed, as I've always respected Niven, and it's not as if Elf
>is making any money off of the _Journal Entries_.  Maybe it's the fact
>that Elf writes EXTREMELY well?  :) From a prose standpoint, of course.
>:) :)

Doesn't matter whether money is made. Those characters and the universe are
OWNED by Niven, and if he allows anyone to use them without permission, it
can seriously impact his ability to crack down on others who DO rip off the
universe and try to make money. You have to crack down on everyone, or run
the risk of being able to crack down on no-one.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 91 01:28:58 GMT
From: howell@grover.llnl.gov (Louis Howell)
Subject: Down in Flames

***Spoilers for "Down in Flames"***

Do any of you know why the version of "Down in Flames" included in N-space
is an older, less polished version than the one that has been widely
distributed on the net?  The book has what appears to be the original
version, written before Ringworld and the second half of Protector - note
that it uses the Brennan-monster and Kobold, both destroyed in the war with
the Pak scouts.  The version that came over the net is apparently a
revision that Niven did in 1977 in an attempt to polish up the idea and
reconcile it with his later additions to Known Space.  It uses the
Truesdale-monster, for instance, includes an extra scene where Larry
Greenberg is rescued, and cuts some other material from the original that
doesn't seem to advance the plot.

So why didn't Niven use the more recent, polished version in his book?

[No, I can't give anyone a copy since I don't have it on line.]

Now for the fun stuff - picking the idea apart!

As Niven observes at the end of the 1977 version, the existence of Quantum
II hyperdrive in Ringworld does not invalidate the hoax.  The Puppeteers
may have just based the faked trip to the Core on technology they were then
developing or already possessed.

In "The Borderland of Sol" the effect of gravity on hyperdrive motors is
examined, so we might also have to throw out the idea that the hyperspace
singularity surrounding any massive object is a hoax.  Niven's explanation
that the Tnuctipun snatch any ship that gets too near a star seems silly to
me anyway - they can't be everywhere!

Other than that, the hoax idea seems to hold up.  There are, however, three
big unanswered questions about Known Space.  Since the series is being
forcibly ended, these ought to be tied up:

 If the core isn't exploding, then just what are the Pak running away from?
 Note that the Pak do not have hyperdrive, which implies that they have
 never had any contact with the Tnuctipun or any other species with
 hyperdrive.  If they knew it existed, they could invent it themselves.

 Why did the Tnuctipun have to leave Known Space in the first place?

 Why don't the Outsiders use hyperdrive?  For that matter, the Puppeteers
 seem even more paranoid about hyperdrive than about space travel in
 general.  Is there something really horrible lurking in hyperspace that we
 don't know about?

Suppose there's one answer that fits all three questions.  Suddenly the
Tnuctipun don't look so much like top dog anymore.  Can you say...

  Down in Flames II !!!

Louis Howell
nazgul@llnl.gov

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	     Books - McKillip & Pratchett & Steele (2 msgs) &
                     Stewart (5 msgs) & Sykes

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 10 Sep 91 05:36:02 GMT
From: rjensen@jarthur.claremont.edu (Rebekah J. Jensen)
Subject: Re: McKillip's _Fool's Run_

james@muppet.dnet.ge.com writes:
>Recently I purchased _Fool's Run_ by Patricia A. McKillip at a 2-for-1
>book sale at B.Dalton's. I know she wrote the _Riddle Master_ series, but
>did not realize that SF was in her repetoire. I'm not sure how I feel
>about the book so far: There seems to be a lot going on at an *emotional*
>level and I'm not good with stories like that. Has anyone read this book?
>What did you think?

Yes, I've read it.  I think it is a really good book and definitely worth
finishing.  Then again, I love everything that McKillip has ever written
(even her children's books).

>What other SF has McKillip written?

McKillip has written another series (_Moonflash_ and _Moon and the Face_)
which are more SF than fantasy, but have elements of both.  These two books
are make a very unique and interesting series and I think would appeal to a
SF reader.  The rest of what she has written so far are mainly fantasy
(It's hard to have pure fantasy or pure science fiction IMHO).  They are,
however, not typical fantasy and definitely are worth reading.  BTW, if you
liked her _Riddle Master_ series, you might enjoy her latest book, _The
Sorceress and the Signet_.

Becky Jensen
rjensen@jarthur.claremont.edu
...!uunet!jarthur!rjensen

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 91 16:15:04 GMT
From: HOBBKD%morekypr@cunyvm.cuny.edu
Subject: Terry Pratchett

Right now might be a good time to mention that I am once again offering my
Terry Pratchett list, available to anybody just e-mail me.  Got a
tremendous response last semester!

HOBBKD@MOREKYPR

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 91 18:41:04 GMT
From: jcr@mbunix.mitre.org (Rogers)
Subject: Allen Steele, errors in _Clarke County, Space_

So after hearing all kinds of great stuff about Allen Steele, I started
_Clarke County, Space_ last night. Seems OK so far, EXCEPT for one thing:
early on, I think on pg. 28 or 38, we've just recently met Jenny Schorr,
and she has mounted a tricyle to ride to a board meeting. She is riding
from the equatorial region to one of the polar regions. Steele writes
something like the following:

  "Though it appeared she was travelling uphill, she was actually
  coasting down the gravity gradient.... As she neared the polar
  region, she was pedalling only enough to overcome inertia."

What? What?!?! First of all, just because the strength of gravity decreases
as you near the poles, that hardly means you could coast there - it's still
a downward force, after all. (Substitute "centrifugal force" for "gravity"
and "outward" for "downward" in that sentence, if you must.) Just as on
Earth, gravity decreases (VERY slightly) as you gain altitude, still you
can't coast uphill. Second, the only time you have to pedal to overcome
inertia is when you're accelerating; once at speed, inertia would tend to
keep you moving, not retard your movement. What she was pedalling to
overcome was frictional forces - from moving through air, from the bearings
in her wheels, from the flexing of her tires where they touched the ground;
NOT inertia.

I wouldn't normally pick such nits, except that this guy has been heralded
as the next Heinlein, the next Clarke. Well, as far as I'm concerned he
won't approach those guys until he bothers to get his basic physics right!
Just because he's read a lot about space hardware and can regurgitate it
sporadically in his novels doesn't make him a new Clarke or Heinlein.

Few things bug me more than hard SF stories with technical errors in them!
(Errors due to out-of-date science are of course excepted.)

Can anybody recommend relatively recent (last 5-10 years) hard SF that's
really rigorous and CORRECT? One thing about Niven, he was rigorous. Sure,
he'd have totally wacked-out ingredients in his stories, stuff like scrith,
general products hulls, teleportation booths. But these "magical" elements
would be strictly circumscribed; the rest of the universe would follow
known physical laws, and the phenomena he described would be worked out to
a fair level of detail. Anyway, enough raving...

Will I find more such errors in Steele's writing? What about his
descriptions of the space colony's structure? Are they basically correct?

Jeff Rogers

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 91 04:06:17 GMT
From: neufeld@aurora.physics.utoronto.ca (Christopher Neufeld)
Subject: Re: Allen Steele, errors in _Clarke County, Space_

   I noticed that gravity gradient flub also. It really annoyed me.
   One thing which bothered me more, though, was the statement that the
colony exported livestock and grain to the Earth, apparently with no mass
returning to the station. The thing is getting lighter and lighter as it is
converted to food and shipped home. For Pete's sake, they were making a
profit on pigs! Launch costs have to drop a whole bunch before that would
be even marginally believable.

Christopher Neufeld
neufeld@aurora.physics.utoronto.ca
cneufeld@{pnet91,pro-cco}.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 91 02:40:37 GMT
From: Crawford_Kilian@mindlink.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian)
Subject: Re: "Earth Abides" revisited

Malcolm Carlock wonders whether any books on the "Earth Abides" theme
appeared before it. I know Mary Shelley wrote a novel called (I think) "The
Last Man," dealing with a world plague. I haven't read it.

The most likely immediate antecedent for "Earth Abides" is Jack London's
novella "The Scarlet Plague," set in a barbarous post-plague California.
But London lays on some heavy class-warfare ideas that Stewart wisely
avoided. And who was it who wrote "The Portable Phonograph"? Walter Van
Tilburg Clark?  That's a vision of a post-World War II future, seen from
the 1930s. Offhand I can't think of others though there must be dozens.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 91 14:30:16 GMT
From: mnemonic@eff.org (Mike Godwin)
Subject: Re: "Earth Abides" revisited

Crawford_Kilian@mindlink.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian) writes:
>The most likely immediate antecedent for "Earth Abides" is Jack London's
>novella "The Scarlet Plague," set in a barbarous post-plague California.

Interesting to hear this from you, Crawford - I had long wondered whether
Stewart had picked up some ideas from the London story. As I recall, the
opening scenes of "The Scarlet Plague" have some striking similarities with
the closing scenes of EARTH ABIDES.

Mike Godwin
EFF, Cambridge, MA
(617) 864-0665  
mnemonic@eff.org

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 91 16:32:48 GMT
From: jack@dcs.glasgow.ac.uk (Jack Campin)
Subject: Re: "Earth Abides" revisited

malc@cs.unr.edu (Malcolm L. Carlock) wrote:
> The book is definitely a "product of its times", but at the same time I
> believe it is ahead of those times.
>
> The poster in question also took issue with Stewart's portrayal of the
> black family in Arkansas, who were somewhat shy and retiring in Ish's
> presence.  I think this sort of thing would have been expected in 1949,
> deplorable as that may have been.

There's a bit more to it than that.  The same family decide that the thing
they intend to devote their and their descendants' entire lives to is
growing cotton.  Even in the 40s it wouldn't have been too difficult to
imagine black people taking on a rather wider range of things.

But I don't think any very definite racism comes through the book as a
major theme, either.  What I found harder to take was his attitude to
women.  By the time you get to the last generation decribed, they don't
even have names, still less personalities or any influence on the story.
He may have thought that palaeolithic societies did in fact marginalize
women (though 1940s anthropology must have known better) but, if so, he
shows no sign of seeing this as a problem.

> Since "Earth Abides", there have been other "almost everyone dies and the
> few survivors go forth to repopulate the emptied earth" stories [...]
> Does anyone know of modern novels/stories along these lines that appeared
> prior to "Earth Abides"?

The first modern novel like this was probably M.P. Shiel's "The Purple
Cloud".  Shiel was rather definitely not a nice person: like H.P.
Lovecraft, a raving anti-semite.  I don't remember Jews making an explicit
appearance in "The Purple Cloud"; the general misanthropy of the book
suggests they are just one of many parts of the human race that wouldn't be
greatly missed.  It's still a classic piece of decadence in a Huysmans-
meets-Bulwer-Lytton sort of way.

His later book "Medusa" attempts a characteristically early-20th-century
synthesis of antisemitism and Zionism - "degenerate" Jewish society
redeemed through the state (Herzl thought like this for a while) - together
with a sizable wodge of woman-as-demon caricature and macho superheroics,
if I recall it right (it's been a long time since I read it).  Real wash-
your-eyeballs-out-with-soap reading.

The idea of an epidemic or natural disaster wiping out almost all of
humanity must have occurred to many writers in the aftermath of the Black
Death, the Lisbon Earthquake or the cholera epidemics of the early 19th
century.  There's got to be something in this genre preceding Shiel.

Jack Campin
Glasgow University
17 Lilybank Gardens
Glasgow G12 8QQ, Scotland
jack@dcs.glasgow.ac.uk
jack@glasgow.uucp

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 91 20:54:49 GMT
From: whit@milton.u.washington.edu (John Whitmore)
Subject: Re: "Earth Abides" revisited

jack@dcs.glasgow.ac.uk (Jack Campin) writes:
>malc@cs.unr.edu (Malcolm L. Carlock) wrote:
>> The poster in question also took issue with Stewart's portrayal of the
>> black family in Arkansas, who were somewhat shy and retiring in Ish's
>> presence.  I think this sort of thing would have been expected in 1949,
>> deplorable as that may have been.
>
>There's a bit more to it than that.  The same family decide that the thing
>they intend to devote their and their descendants' entire lives to is
>growing cotton... even in the 40s it wouldn't have been too difficult to
>imagine black people taking on a rather wider range of things.

   I think you missed the major point of the book.  The 'taking on a rather
wider range of things' is EXACTLY the tragic flaw in Ish.  No other group
in the depopulated regions had a better grasp on an achievable goal.  The
black family was off to a very good start!
   I do suspect that enough leisure time could be found for
reading/writing/arithmetic, and if there was a good agricultural science
section in the local library there WOULD have been perceived value in
literacy.  Otherwise, the rather depressing course of events seemed quite
well founded.

John Whitmore

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 91 22:17:22 GMT
From: tittle@alexandre-dumas.ics.uci.edu (Cindy Tittle Moore)
Subject: Re: "Earth Abides" revisited

malc@cs.unr.edu (Malcolm L. Carlock) writes:
>Since "Earth Abides", there have been other "almost everyone dies and the
>few survivors go forth to repopulate the emptied earth" stories, notably
>"The Stand", "I Am Legend", "The Quiet Earth", etc.  Does anyone know of
>modern novels/stories along these lines that appeared prior to "Earth
>Abides"?

I saw the British film production of "The Quiet Earth" which was deeply
bizarre (and a very good movie).  According to the movie, it was based on a
book by Craig Harrison, but the book is Out Of Print (oops).  Anyone know
where I could get ahold of it?

"Earth Abides" was written in 1949 or thereabouts.  I don't think there are
books before that. The ones that I can think of are "The Survivors", "The
Girl Who Owned a City", etc, but they are all afterwards.

Cindy Tittle Moore
PO Box 4188
Irvine CA, 92716
Internet: tittle@ics.uci.edu
BITNET: cltittle@uci.bitnet
UUCP: ...!ucbvax!ucivax!tittle

------------------------------

From: mtgzy!ecl@att.att.com
Date: Tue, 10 Sep 91 09:02 EDT
Subject: RED GENESIS by S. C. Sykes

			RED GENESIS by S. C. Sykes
	     Bantam Spectra, 1991, ISBN 0-553-28874-1, $4.99.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   RED GENESIS is the first of a new series from Bantam Spectra.  My
comments on this series in general are at the end of this review, but first
I will discuss RED GENESIS.

   RED GENESIS has been described as being Heinleinesque, and not without
reason.  Sykes gives us a powerful business tycoon as our strong main
character.  Convicted of killing millions through a series of accidents
involving toxic waste, Graham Kuan Sinclair is exiled to the Martian
colonies - forever.  Forbidden any contact with Earth, any news of Earth,
even a watch showing Earth time, he must make his way, without money or
inherited power or influence.  (Yes, the parallel to Edward Everett Hale's
"Man Without a Country" is obvious - Sykes quotes Hale at the beginning of
the novel.)  Since there's never any doubt Sinclair will survive - at least
not to my mind - the only question is whether he will remake the new world
to his liking and control it the way he did Earth, or learn a new humanity
and social conscience.  With the spate of "powerful man suffers serious
misfortune and finds sensitive inner self" movies this year (REGARDING
HENRY, THE DOCTOR, DOC HOLLYWOOD), this plot may look old, but I'm sure RED
GENESIS was written before any of the films were made and merely reflects a
social trend.  But even with the handicap of familiarity, Sykes manages to
balance the libertarian with the socialist to achieve an ending that
doesn't hand the reader a canned party line in either direction.  If some
of the plot elements are unlikely, obvious, or both - well, I'm willing to
forgive them for the sake of a good story with good characters, which this
is.

   Asimov's introduction about Mars reads like all his science essays over
the past twenty-five years and Eugene Mallove's closing essay on Mars says
nothing new.  Their inclusion makes the book look as if it were aimed at a
school audience ("Learn science through science fiction!") and needed some
educational material.  But anyone who needs the material probably won't
find the story interesting, because the story assumes the reader knows
something about Mars.  (Not to mention that a package with such pretensions
to education should not include the canard about the Great Wall of China
being the only man-made object visible with the unaided human eye from the
moon.  To distinguish an object twenty feet wide from 240,000 miles would
require the eye to have a resolution of 0.001 SECOND of arc - physically
impossible given the dimensions and placement of the retina's rods and
cones.  And if it could detect an object twenty feet wide and thousands of
miles long, it could also detect I-80, which is considerably wider.)  It's
a cute packaging trick, but the novel is strong enough to stand on its own.
RED GENESIS is a very promising first novel for Sykes and an auspicious
start for "The Next Wave."

   Bantam Spectra's "Special Editions" series seems to have fallen by the
wayside (or been replaced by their "Signature Editions," reprints of books
they feel did not get enough attention the first time around).  This new
series is "The Next Wave," which Bantam describes as a "dramatic new series
of books at the cutting edge where science meets science fiction."
Packaged by Byron Preiss Visual Publications, each book has an introduction
by Isaac Asimov and a scientific essay relating to the novel's subject
matter, as well as a novel by a (relatively) new author.  I suspect the
latter is true in part because the entire work is copyrighted by Byron
Preiss Visual Publications rather than by the author, the essayist, and the
cover artist.  (Asimov retains the copyright on his introductions - but
then, he's Asimov.)  This bothers me in part because this means the cover
artist is uncredited inside (though there is the signature "Jensen" on the
cover art itself, strangely enough with a copyright symbol, so who knows
who DOES own the copyright?), and in part because having the novel's
copyright assigned to Byron Preiss Visual Publications implies that any
financial benefit goes there as well.  I could be wrong, and Sykes is
entitled to make whatever deal she wants in any case, but I prefer to be
sure the author is benefiting from her or his work.

   None of this has anything to do with RED GENESIS, of course, which I
highly recommend.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com
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Today's Topics:

	      Books - Rawn (2 msg) & Mary Stewart (2 msgs) &
                      Vance & Verne & Watt-Evans & Weis & 
                      Williams & Request & Reviews

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 91 16:27:32 GMT
From: lim@toffee.cns.udel.edu (Julie Lim)
Subject: Re: Dragon Star

fscem1@acad3.alaska.edu writes:
>So were all three of the Dragon Prince books.  There's a fourth book out
>by Melanie Rawn, and I _think_ it's about the same group of characters,
>but I haven't read it so I don't know.  (Which makes a certain amount of
>sense)

   It's pretty much about the same group of characters; this trilogy will
center more around Pol than Rohan, I believe. Which leads me to...

SPOILER WARNING

Can anyone tell me exactly what kills Rohan at the end of _Stronghold_?
Okay; there he is defending the castle, and the next thing you see of him,
he's lying dead by the pool. What did him in?

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 91 17:29:40 GMT
From: paul%parsifal@econ.yale.edu (Paul McGuire)
Subject: Re: Dragon Star *SPOILER*

lim@toffee.cns.udel.edu (Julie Lim) writes:
>Can anyone tell me exactly what kills Rohan at the end of _Stronghold_?
>Okay; there he is defending the castle, and the next thing you see of him,
>he's lying dead by the pool. What did him in?

Heart attack.  It is noted shortly beforehand that Rohan is rubbing his
left(?) arm, the one not injured, and pains in the arms are heart attack
symptoms.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 91 21:10:00 GMT
From: ENLNIFHLATHU@cs8700.ucg.ie ("Dr A. Haggard")
Subject: Mary Stewart

cellar!emrys@uunet.uu.net (Mitch Gorman)
> I had just finished reading Lady Mary Stewart's wonderful tetrology on
> Merlin, Arthur, et al...

 I had always thought Mary Stewart wrote a *trilogy* of Merlin books:
   _The Crystal Cave_
   _The Hollow Hills_
  _The Last Enchantment_.

Is there another one?  They were great reading.

ENLNIFHLATHU@cs8700.ucg.ie

------------------------------

Date: 10 Sep 91 03:14:50 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (The Film Fan Man)
Subject: Re: Mary Stewart

ENLNIFHLATHU@cs8700.ucg.ie writes:
>>cellar!emrys@uunet.uu.net (Mitch Gorman) writes:
>>I had just finished reading Lady Mary Stewart's wonderful tetrology on
>>Merlin, Arthur, et al...
>I had always thought Mary Stewart wrote a *trilogy* of Merlin books:
>   _The Crystal Cave_
>   _The Hollow Hills_
>  _The Last Enchantment_.
>
>Is there another one?  They were great reading.

Yes, there's another one, though it's actually about Mordred. Its title is
THE WICKED DAY.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 91 20:29:59 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Subject: Jack Vance reader poll

   I became interested in an interesting question while corresponding with
another Vance fan and would like to take a poll.  Please e-mail me and I'll
summarize.  Please don't reply unless you consider yourself a fan of Vance
(say you've read and enjoyed 10 or more of his books; or have enjoyed all
of the Vance you've read and haven't seen other books by him in the
stores.)

   What authors, other than Jack Vance, do you make an effort to read a
majority of the works by?

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Aug 91 14:42:04 GMT
From: IEEE-SB@usachvm1.bitnet (Eric A. Soto Lavin)
Subject: Jules Verne Books List.

			  JULES VERNE BOOKS LIST

This is a full compilation of novels & tales written by Jules Verne.

        Title <year>

   Cinq semaines en ballon. <1863>.
   Voyage au centre de la Terre. <1864>.
   De la Terre a la Lune. <1865>.
   Voyages et Aventures du capitaine Hatteras. <1866>.
   Les Enfants du capitaine Grant. <1867/1868>.
   Vingt Mille Lieues sous les mers. <1869/1870>.
   Autour de la Lune. <1870>.
   Une Ville flotante. <1871>.
   Aventures de trois Russes et de trois Anglais. <1872>.
   Le Tour du Monde en quatre-vingts jours. <1873>.
   Le pays des fourrures. <1873>.
   Le Docteur Ox. <1874>.
      (Include: 
         Le Docteur Ox.
         Maitre Zacharius.
         Un drame dans les airs.
         Un hivernage dans les glaces.
         Les Forceurs de blocus.)
   L'ile mysterieuse. <1874>.
   Le "Chancellor". <1875>.
   Un drame au Mexique. <1876>.
   Michel Strogoff. <1876>.
   Les Indes Noires. <1877>.
   Hector Servadac. <1877>.
   Martin Paz. <1877>.
   Un capitaine de quinze ans. <1878>.
   La Decouverte de la Terre. <1878>.
   Les Grands Navigateurs du XVIII siecle. <1879>.
   Les Tribulations d'un Chinois en Chine. <1879>.
   Les Cinq Cents Millions de la Begum. <1879>.
   Les Voyageurs du XIX siecle. <1880>.
   La Maison a vapeur. <1880>.
   La jangada. <1880/1881>.
   Le Rayon vert. <1882>.
   Dix Heures en Chase. <1882>.
   L'Ecole des Robinsons. <1882>.
   Keraban le Tetu. <1883>.
   L'Archipel en feu. <1884>.
   L'Etoile du Sud. <1884>.
   Mathias Sandorf. <1885>.
   L'Epave du "Cynthia". <1885>. (with Andre Laurie)
   Robur-le-Conquerant. <1886>.
   Un billet de loterie. <1886>.
      (Include: 
         Un billet de loterie.
         Frrit-Flacc.)
   Nord contre Sud. <1887>.
   Le Chemin de France. <1887>.
      (Include: 
         Le Chemin de France.
         Gil Braltar.)
   Deux Ans de vacances. <1888>.
   Famille-Sans-Nom. <1888/1889>.
   Sans Dessus Dessous. <1889>.
   Cesar Cascabel. <1890>.
   Mistress Branican. <1891>.
   Le Chateau des Carpathes. <1892>.
   Claudius Bombarnac. <1893>.
   P'tit Bonhomme. <1893>.
   Mirifiques aventures de Maitre Antifer. <1894>.
   L'ile a helice. <1895>.
   Face au drapeau. <1896>.
   Clovis Dardentor. <1896>.
   Le Sphinx des glaces. <1897>.
   Le Superbe Orenoque. <1898>.
   Le Testament d'un excentrique. <1899>.
   Seconde Patrie. <1900>.
   Le Village aerien. <1901>.
   Les Histoires de Jean-Marie Cabidoulin. <1901>.
   Les Freres Kip. <1902>.
   Bourse de voyage. <1903>.
   Un drame en Livonie. <1904>.
   Maitre du Monde. <1904>.
   L'invasion de la mer. <1905>.
   Le Phare du bout du monde. <1905>.
   Le Volcan d'or. <1906>.
   L'Agence Thompson and Co. <1907>.
   La Chasse au meteore. <1908>.
   Le Pilote du Danube. <1908>.
   Les Naufrages du "Jonathan". <1909>.
   Le Secret de Wilhelm Storitz. <1910>.
   Hier et Demain. <1910>.
      (Include: 
         Hier et Demain.
         La Famille Raton.
         M. ReDieze et Mlle Mi-bemol.
         La Destinee de Jean Morenas.
         Le Humbug.
         Au XXIX Asiecle: La journee d'un journaliste americain en 2889.
         L'Eternel Adam.)
   L'Etonnante Aventure de la mission Barsac. <1919>.

Note: If you have additional information, please e-mail to:
IEEE-SB@USACHVM1.BITNET

Eric A. Soto-Lavin
Santiago de Chile
IEEE-SB@USACHVM1.BITNET

------------------------------

From: ecl@mtgzy.att.com
Date: Sun, 18 Aug 91 23:58 EDT
Subject: NEWER YORK edited by Lawrence Watt-Evans

		 NEWER YORK edited by Lawrence Watt-Evans
		   ROC, 1991, ISBN 0-451-45045-0, $4.50.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   This original anthology of twenty-four stories has as its theme the New
York of the future (though one is more an alternate history/cross-time
story).  In his introduction, Watt-Evans talks about the appeal New York
has always had for science fiction writers.  This may be true, but I would
be curious to see what the sales figures for this in and out of New York
are compared to a randomly chosen anthology.  Is this perhaps the product
of a bunch of New Yorkers who think everyone is fascinated by New York?

   With twenty-four stories one gets quite a range of styles, from humorous
fantasy to dark horror to classic science fiction.  In a single author
collection or "Year's Best" anthology this is fine, but here the strong
stories overpower the lighter works.  After A. J. Austin's "Another Dime,
Another Place" (a tale of a magical bag lady), a story about racing pink
elephants, no matter how well written, is going to look pale and frivolous.
And the examination of relationships in Martha Soukup's "Ties" makes a
brief look into a yuppie toddler's mind seem superficial, even if in
another setting it might have proved amusing.

   There are the usual cyberpunkish futures, of course.  There is the
haunting ghost story "Long Growing Season" by Robert J. Howe.  There are a
couple of horror stories.  (One suspects some people may say *any* New York
story is a horror story.) And there is on distressingly obvious story:
Warren Murphy and Molly Cochran's "A Nice Place to Visit."  (In their
defense, they are primarily mystery writers and may not be familiar with
the Pohl and Harrison stories this parallels, or with John Carpenter's
ESCAPE FROM NEW YORK.  But the editor should have noticed.)

   On the whole this is a good anthology, and its size means there's
probably something for every taste.  (It helps to spread the stories out,
so that a light story doesn't suffer by following immediately on the heels
of a powerful one.)  But then I'm a New Yorker and may not be impartial.
If you are not familiar with New York you may react to this as I would to
an anthology of sports science fiction.  Assuming you have some interest in
the subject, try this book.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com
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Date: 12 Sep 91 01:30:45 GMT
From: glenn8@garfield.cs.mun.ca (Glenn Stowe)
Subject: Firesea

Just finished reading the latest volume in The Death Gate Cycle, by   
Weis and Hickman. Anybody else read it yet? Any comments?

Glenn Stowe
glenn8@garfield.cs.mun.ca

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 91 04:53:57 GMT
From: runner@triton.unm.edu (decker)
Subject: WJ Williams' _Crown_Jewels_ and _Crystal_Shard_

   I just finished reading _Crown_Jewels_ and _Crystal_Shard_ by Walter Jon
Williams.  I rather enjoyed the adventures of Drake Maijstral and co.
Since WJW left finished _Crystal_Shard_ with a rather open ending about the
futures of Drake Maijstral and the Duchess Roberta, I was wondering whether
anyone knew of a sequal to these books.

Thanks for any info.

Paul

------------------------------

Date: 22 Aug 91 20:03:05 GMT
From: wcstom@ccs.carleton.ca (Tom Hamill)
Subject: Book request - SFPorn

I'm posting this to both SF-lovers and to alt.sex because it is a question
about what has to be a very obscure book that is both Science Fiction and,
considering when I read it, graphically pornographic.  Of course, by
today's standards it would not be considered at all daring.

I can only guess as to the year I first acquired this book.  I believe it
was sometime between 1965 & 1968, although it could have been as early as
1960 or as late as 1970.  Sorry I can't be more specific - you know how it
is when you get old, memory gets fuzzy and all that crap.  Notwithstanding
the above, a deeply personal revelation that I'm sure I can count on all of
you to keep secret, I believe I recall enough of the major details of the
main elements of the story for someone who has read it to be able to
identify it, if in fact such a person still exists.

As near as I recall, the premise was the discovery by The Powers That Be
that sexual frustation and angst was the cause of all the dissension in the
world; the solution was mandatory sexual gratification which ended all
aggression resulting in a world of peace and harmony (sounds good to me).

Our Hero is a citizen of this Utopian future; his sole purpose in life is
to provide sexual gratification to women, or to men if required of him
(there are women who provide the same service for men, or for women as the
case may be).  Nonetheless, Our Hero is not simply a whore.  Rather, he is
exquisitely bred/trained/conditioned/? Prostitute, a highly skilled
professional whose occupation gives him more honour, status, and wealth
than any other career possible in his society.  In fact, he may even be a
cyborg; certainly his abilities and his perfect control of his bodily
functions indicates that there is more here than simply a biologically
adept human.

For instance, his senses are so acute that he can detect a woman who is
need of sexual gratification and/or arousal - by sense of smell, body heat,
respiration, the look in her eyes, mannerisms, etc., often before even she
herself is aware of her condition.  And Our Hero is conditioned to respond
to that arousal; he has no choice but to respond and to provide
satisfaction, guaranteed.

What's more, Our Hero automatically identifies the woman's body type and
knows where to touch with what parts of his own body, in what sequences
these contacts must occur, for how long each contact should be maintained,
all perfectly matched so as to elicit the most intense possible pleasure
for the recipient.  Since Our Hero can control the length and width of his
penis, he can provide the optimum size required for every body type he
encounters no matter what his point of entry, and because his own orgasm
can be held in abeyance indefinitely, he is able to produce the most
intense sexual gratification possible.

However, Something Goes Wrong (of course), and he somehow gets transported
back in Time to the contemporary (the timeframe of when the book was
written) era.  He arrives buried in the flower garden of your average
suburban front yard, with only his erect penis (due to whatever it was that
sent him into the past), swollen to the maximum size he's capable of
achieving, sticking up above the ground.  He is discovered by the virgin
teenage daughter whose parents own the house and garden he has appeared in.
Naturally his conditioning takes over as soon as he detects what is to him
the tragic state of her frustrated sexual condition.  But as the girl runs
screaming into her house, he realizes he is not where or when he is
supposed to be.

The story centers around Our Hero's efforts to learn how to function,
without being arrested, in such a sexually inhibited era where it is
impolite to say 'shit' in mixed company even if your mouth is full of it.

About the only other thing I can remember is that it was a well written,
intentially humourous book that I thoroughly enjoyed.  I would like to find
out the title, author, and possibly where I might be able to get a copy of
it.  An email message should suffice.

Tom Hamill
wcstom@ccs.carleton.ca

------------------------------

Date: 6 Sep 91 20:03:16 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

Title: The Nanotech Chronicles
Author: Michael Flynn
Publisher: Baen
Date: August 1991
Format: paperback, US$4.95
Pages: 339
ISBN: 0-671-72080-5

This is a fix-up novel assembled from six short stories by the author of
_The_Country_of_the_Blind_ (RR#72), five of which have previously appeared
in Analog and the sixth in New Destinies.  They are loosely connected by
being set in the same future, one dominated by the applications of
nanotechnology in which the U.S. has turned inward and the frontiers are
dominated by Brazilians and Japanese.  All are competent, craftsmanlike
work in the traditional Analog vein - meat and potatoes for the hard-SF
fan.

Title: The New Hugo Winners
Editor: Isaac Asimov
Publisher: Baen
Date: August 1991
Format: paperback, US$4.50
Pages: 319
ISBN: 0-671-72081-3

Nine fine works - the winners in the short story, novelette and novella
category - for the years 1983, 1984 and 1985.  High points include Spider
Robinson's _Melancholy_Elephants_, the short original version of Greg
Bear's _Blood_Music_, and David Brin's _The_Crystal_Spheres_.  Strongly
recommended!

Title: Man-Kzin Wars IV
Author: Donald Kingsbury
Author: Greg Bear
Author: S. M. Stirling
Publisher: Baen
Date: August 1991
Format: paperback, $4.95
Pages: 311
ISBN: 0-671-72079

Two more tales of Niven's favorite felinoids.  Donald Kingsbury's
_The_Survivor_ is a weird reverse-English on Dean Ing's _Cathouse_; this
time it's a stranded Kzin who finds himself attracted to a human woman.
Kingsbury manages to lend the hoary old lecherous-BEM theme a horrifying
new plausibility, because our villain is a bioengineer who can put the lady
through some *real* changes.  The Stirling/Bear collaboration,
dissapointingly slight, tells the tale of a human who *became* Kzin - thus
laying the marketing psychology of this series bare for all to see.
Neither is up to the remarkably high standard set by Ing in _Cathouse_.
Better luck next time.

Title: Bloodstone
Author: Karl Edward Wagner
Publisher: Baen
Date: August 1991
Format: paperback, US$4.50
Pages: 308
ISBN: 0-671-72082-1

This reprint from 1975 is one of those books that will really wow you if
you like the weird central character; otherwise it's likely to seem just a
trite piece of generic sword and sorcery, cover by Frazetta.
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Today's Topics:

		 Books - Aldiss (3 msgs) & Bear (2 msgs) &
                         Forward (2 msgs) & Kennealy & Niven &
                         Pratchett & Smith & Weis (2 msgs) &
                         Cyberpunk Books & Request Answer

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 91 11:07:20 GMT
From: unido!ztivax!ap542!mike@mcsun.eu.net (Mike Hoffmann)
Subject: Helliconia question

Hi!

I finally read Helliconia and liked it (I had once started it about 10 to
15 years ago, and hated the book. Looks like my tastes changed).

As of yet, I have only read Spring and I have been wondering one thing
throughout the book: Why did it take the Phagorians/Ancipitals SOOO long to
reach Oldorando? The book states that the distance was around 3500 miles
from their home-mountain range to Embruddock (note I'm not bothering with
spelling the Phagor names or locations :-) and that they averaged around 11
miles a day but did not march all days, having to rest and forage.  It took
them 14 years if I remember correctly, which brings the total average down
to not even a mile per day (the Helliconia year having 480 days).  That's
SLOW!

I also thought it strange that Spring was coming so fast. That is, a mere
10-20 Helliconia years. Concerning that even in the tropical continent of
Campanlatt the temperatures during Winter were way below -10 cent.  and the
Long Year having 2500 Short Years I would expect it to take much longer for
temperatures to rise above +15 cent. Can any meteorologist comment on this?

If possible no spoilers on the other two books in your replies, please!

Thanks.

Mike Hoffmann
Siemens-Nixdorf AG, SNI AP 712  
UUCP: mike@ap542.uucp
INTERNET: mike%ap542@ztivax.siemens.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 91 19:52:57 GMT
From: spcoltri@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu (Steve Coltrin)
Subject: Re: Helliconia question

mike@ap542.uucp (Mike Hoffmann) writes:
>I finally read Helliconia and liked it (I had once started it about 10 to
>15 years ago, and hated the book. Looks like my tastes changed).

It's been out that long?  Guess I really do live under a rock :)

>As of yet, I have only read Spring and I have been wondering one thing
>throughout the book: Why did it take the Phagorians/Ancipitals SOOO long
>to reach Oldorando? The book states that the distance was around 3500
>miles from their home-mountain range to Embruddock (note I'm not bothering
>with spelling the Phagor names or locations :-) and that they averaged
>around 11 miles a day but did not march all days, having to rest and
>forage.  It took them 14 years if I remember correctly, which brings the
>total average down to not even a mile per day (the Helliconia year having
>480 days).  That's SLOW!

   The phagors had to follow the paths of the sky octaves, remember.  Which
makes one think: wouldn't _somebody_ have noticed this band of phagors
wandering aimlessly for over a decade?  But then, it'd probably just be
chalked up to phagor sillyism.

>If possible no spoilers on the other two books in your replies, please!

   I don't think I made enough sense of the other two to spoil them, but I
liked them enough to reread them, when I get around to it.

spcoltri@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 91 16:13:38 GMT
From: jprlarib@cs.ruu.nl (Jan Peter Laribij)
Subject: Re: Helliconia question

mike@ap542.uucp (Mike Hoffmann) writes:
>I also thought it strange that Spring was coming so fast. That is, a mere
>10-20 Helliconia years. Concerning that even in the tropical continent of
>Campanlatt the temperatures during Winter were way below -10 cent.  and
>the Long Year having 2500 Short Years I would expect it to take much
>longer for temperatures to rise above +15 cent. Can any meteorologist
>comment on this?
>
>If possible no spoilers on the other two books in your replies, please!

I can give you only a astronomical explanation, but here it is anyway.
According to me this is not a spoiler:

 The orbit of Helliconia and sun A around sun B is not a circle, but it is
very elliptic. When you apply the law of Keppler (although I can't recall
the exact formula) the speed of H. (and sun A) is very low at the point
where the distance between H. and sun B is at its maximum. When H. is
approaching sun B the speed of H. will increase and the amount of energy
received from sun B will increase even more (quadratic!), so the heating up
will go rapid.
 BTW Helliconia Spring begins at the end of the winter, it is even said
that the winters aren't that bad as they were before (if my memory serves
me right), so the heating up has already began quite a time ago.
 I don't know how long it will take to heat a planet up, but sun B is very
powerful, so you might expect that it won't take very long.

Jan Peter Laribij
Beetzlaan 42
3762 CE   Soest
jprlarib@praxis.cs.ruu.nl  

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 91 13:59:49 GMT
From: wcstom@ccs.carleton.ca (Tom Hamill)
Subject: Re: Greg Bear's "Queen of Angels"

mnemonic@eff.org (Mike Godwin) writes:
>I think there is a reason for this. And you've put your finger on it.
>This book is in part about the nature of consciousness and personality,
>and in part about the nature of justice. Bear thinks there's a connection
>between the two.

And perhaps a representation of how a person's thoughts flow through the
conscious mind.  Try writing down your own thought trains, exactly as they
occur and you'll get the picture.  And insofar as lack of punctuation and
run-on sentences, again, look carefully at the way your own mind strings
thoughts and ideas together.

>He's trying to convey something about personalities with his typographical
>experiment. I think it works okay.

It took me 3 or 4 tries at this book before I was able to follow what the
hell Bear was doing.  I have a feeling, in the first quarter of the book at
least, that he is writing a murder mystery using idiomatic language
contemporary to the milieu of the setting of his story.  Once I realized
that the meanings of the words he's using can be inferred from the context
of the storyline, it made it much easier to follow.

>>So I guess the real question is: Is this worth finishing?
>
>Yes, in my opinion.

Yes, most definitely worth the effort.

Tom Hamill
wcstom@ccs.carleton.ca

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 91 19:33:16 GMT
From: thomas@cbmvax.commodore.com (Linda Thomas)
Subject: Re: Greg Bear's "Queen of Angels"

marshall@windslc.seri.gov (Marshall Buhl) writes:
> For the past few weeks, I've been slowly trying to get through "Queen (or
> is that City?) of Angels."  I've read (and enjoyed) most of Bear's other
> work, but this seems to have a very different style.  I have no trouble
> putting it down, and I keep finding other things to do besides finishing
> it.  On the other hand, I found "Eternity" riveting.

I, too, have been a big Bear fan.  QofA is a fair amount different
stylistically from his other works.  I haven't finished yet because I've
hardly been home in the past two weeks except to sleep but I've been
enjoying it in what little time I've had to read.

> I get the impression that he's trying to simulate the way people think.
> I've seen this done by having long run-on sentences.  I don't remember
> others leaving out commas for the effect.  I find run-on sentences easier
> to read.  This is WORK.

I get the impression that he is trying to model the way the different
characters think in the way he writes from their point of view.  Mary
Choy's thoughts seem to be without commas, just running together while
Richard's seems to be full of those strange plus signs.  I think it's to
emphasize that Richard seems to think in "verbalized" chunks instead of
grasping the thought in it's entirety as a part of an ongoing process.

> So I guess the real question is: Is this worth finishing?

Well, I haven't finished it (yet).  I'm enjoying the parts about Mary Choy,
Martin Burke, and Jill (the computer).  Richard Fettle is not too
interesting.  He seems too much the putz for me to feel much empathy for
him.
 
> PPS  I guess Greg is trying to use a fancy literary style.  Please,
>      let's not start another literature war again.

I'm not much into these wars, but _Eternity_ and _Eon_ tended to be a
little strange stylistically when dealing with the citizens of the
Hegemony.  I'd say give the book a chance and then decide if it was
worthwhile.  But I *hate* to give up on a book in the middle... :)

Linda Thomas
Commodore Amiga Test Engineering
...{uunet,rutgers}!cbmvax!thomas
thomas@cbmvax.commodore.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 91 20:30:32 GMT
From: zcapd49@ucl.ac.uk (Mr C Jomaron)
Subject: Robert L Forward

Has anyone out there read Robert L Forward's Starquake, the sequel to
Dragons Egg? I have read Flight of the Dragonfly as well as Dragons Egg and
think they are fantastic, but starquake seems to be out of print here in
the UK.

If anyone could give a quick synopsis and what they think of the book, also
any means of getting hold of a copy, I would be most grateful.

p.s. Any views on Poul Anderson's Shield of Time?

C Jomaron
Mullard Space Science lab.
cmj@c.mssl.ucl.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 91 02:46:44 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Re: Robert L Forward

zcapd49@ucl (Mr C Jomaron) writes:
>Has anyone out there read Robert L Forward's Starquake, the sequel to
>Dragons Egg? I have read Flight of the Dragonfly as well as Dragons Egg
>and think they are fantastic, but starquake seems to be out of print here
>in the UK.
>
>If anyone could give a quick synopsis and what they think of the book,
>also any means of getting hold of a copy, I would be most grateful.

I read it several years ago when it first came out.  I would say don't
bother.  It's a sequel to a book that doesn't need one, and it doesn't
really take you anywhere _Dragon's Egg_ didn't.  

Dave Schaumann
dave@cs.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 91 12:58:40 GMT
From: amadeus@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Susan Harwood Kaczmarczik)
Subject: Patricia Kennealy (was Re: The Hawk's Grey Feather)

In this discussion of PK's work, I realized that I had no clue when the
next novel was coming out and I was really anxious to know, so yesterday I
called her publishers.  The next book due from her, in March of 1992, is
entitled _Strange Days_ and is, unless I miss my guess, her account of her
relationship with Jim Morrison (an account unaided, thank the Goddess, by
Oliver Stone).

Now *that's* a Morrison bio I'd buy...

No word on the next Keltiad book, though.  I guess she wants to get this
other thing out of the way once and for all, after all the interviews she's
given over the last few years.

More information as things develop.

Susan Harwood Kaczmarczik
The University of Texas @Austin
amadeus@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 91 15:31:14 GMT
From: Chris_F_Chiesa@cup.portal.com
Subject: Re: N-Space, Niven

I'm going to try to find N-SPACE just to see if maybe the story Convergent
Series lacks the annoying typographical error that mars all other copies of
it I've previously seen (two different paperback editions).  It's always
driven me nuts wondering what was left out...

Anybody else know what I mean here?

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 91 16:00:48 GMT
From: awrc@dcs.ed.ac.uk (Al Crawford)
Subject: Re: Pratchett

rh@smds.UUCP (Richard Harter) writes:
>I haven't seen Wings yet though.

My local bookshop has it (_Wings_, that is) listed as due for release in
the UK in paperback sometime this month.

On the subject of Pratchett release dates, does anyone have a release date
for the *next* book (called _Witches Abroad_; last I heard, it was to be a
sequel to _Wyrd Sisters_) in the UK yet? I've not had any *real* Pratchett
to read since _Reaper Man_ came out six months ago and I'm beginning to
suffer from withdrawal symptoms :-) I don't count his kid's books as real
Pratchett since a) I don't read them :-) and b) they seem to follow their
own, separate release schedule, quite different from the
one-every-six-months of the Discworld books (he works on them in parallel
with the Discworld books??)

Al Crawford
awrc@dcs.ed.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 91 21:28:15 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.unh.edu
Subject: Milos Vorkosigan, Sunless Seas\

   Would someone who read _Borders of INfinity_ tell me which order in the
series the stories take place, and when and where they were originally
published?
   Also, the same for "Down to the Sunless Seas" by Cordwainer Smith,
published posthumously by Genevieve Linebarger.
   I saw a book by Cordwainer Smith called _Quest of the Three Worlds_.  I
thought this was part of the Cashier O'Neill series, indeed, I saw his name
on the back, but in _The Instrumentality of Mankind_ they list the four
Cashier O'Neill books as _On the Gem Planet_, _On the Storm Planet_, _On
the Sand Planet_, _Three to a Given Star_.  Are those not books, but short
stories, and thus _QftTW_ is a collection of them? Someone who read it, but
not the others, was confused by it.  What's the story?

J_Delano@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 91 15:48:34 GMT
From: balex@omews74.intel.com (William Alexander)
Subject: Re: Firesea

I haven't read any of these books.  I'm waiting for all seven (seven?
SEVEN!?!)  of the books to reach paperback.  But I'm also interested in any
comments people have about the first few installments.

They certainly LOOK interesting; but there I go judging books by their
covers' again.  

William C. Alexander, III
5200 Elam Young Parkway
JF1-58, Hillsboro
Oregon 97124-6497  
balex@ichips.intel.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 91 23:54:23 GMT
From: ferring@ms.uky.edu (William Ferring |  ferring@ms.uky.edu)
Subject: Re: Firesea

glenn8@garfield.cs.mun.ca (Glenn Stowe) writes:
>Just finished reading the latest volume in The Death Gate Cycle, by Weis
>and Hickman. Anybody else read it yet? Any comments?

I've read all 3 books that are out. The first book, Dragon Wing, and
enjoyed it alot. I can't say that I was as happy with Elven Star.  There
was a lot of material in Elven Star that I thought was "out of context" or
should have been left out.

As happy as I was with Dragon Wing, I was almost as equally unpleased with
Elven Star. Fire Sea made me happier with the series.

I love to find a new book that is inventive and original. Or, if not
inventive, finds a creative way to express a familiar background.  This is
what I liked about Dragon Wing and Fire Sea, and is also why I disliked
Elven Star.

Of course, this probably why I love Harlen Ellison's style so much.
Sometimes it's not the story, but the perspective of the story.  The Death
Gate Cycle is a true D&D style series, but, in general, I like the creative
idea that the series is formed around. One whole world separated into 4
separate realms, each controlled by a certain element.

I would recommend the first couple of books if you enjoy the fantasy D&D
back-ground. I would, though, recommend Tad William's Memory, Sorrow, and
Thorn, or Robert Jordan's The Wheel of Time series over this one.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Aug 91 11:15:11 GMT
From: klaus@diku.dk (Klaus Ole Kristiansen)
Subject: Re: cyberpunk books

nouredin@omj.gna.tfd.com (Nouredine Abboud) writes:
>If you've read Cyberpunk books, post something about them. I'm also
>looking for a list of all the cyberpunk books.

I have read two. The first was de Lint`s Svaha. This is very good.  If I
ever get around to running a Shadowrun campaign, I will make this required
reading for anyone wanting to play a shaman.

It take place in Trenton. A claver plane has crashed, and the bad guys
(including the yakuzi (sp?), the triads and a VERY big computer company
called IBN) fight over a chip with some of the fabled claver software
technology. The clavers send out an agent to regain the chip.

The other one was Neuromancer. I don`t think this is a good book at all,
but I am definitly in the minority.

Klaus O K

------------------------------

Date: 24 Aug 91 22:57:49 GMT
From: whit@milton.u.washington.edu (John Whitmore)
Subject: Re: Remember these?

20676SLF@MSU.EDU ("Steve.Frederick") writes:
><series of books with> agents from the future(?) consisting of a human and
>an amoeba-like assistant are terminated, leading to another, similar team
>coming back to investigate.

   This sounds like the Agent of T.E.R.R.A. series, from Ace Books
(mid-sixties).  Hannibal Fortune was the agent, his 'alien symbiote' buddy
Webley was the amoeba "fifteen pound protoplasmic symbiote".
   The first two books in the series were _The Flying Saucer Gambit_ and
_The Golden Goddess Gambit_, both by Larry Maddock.

John Whitmore

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 12 Sep 91 16:51:03 GMT
From: jlarson@csg.uwaterloo.ca (Johan Larson)
Subject: Walther Jon Williams

I just finished "Voice of the Whirlwind" by Williams.  Wow!  I was really
impressed.  The easy way out for a cyberpunk author is to make the world
actively hostile; Williams avoids this trap masterfully, and creates a
world which is cynical but disinterested.  I'd say this book is definitely
in the top 10% of the sci-fi I've read.

Has Williams written anything else noteworthy?  I tried reading "Hardwired"
a few years ago, but it was just too gritty for my tastes.  Maybe my tastes
have changed; if I have the time I may try again.

Johan

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 91 17:31:55 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: Walter Jon Williams

jlarson@csg.uwaterloo.ca (Johan Larson) writes:
>I just finished "Voice of the Whirlwind" by Williams.
[Material deleted]
>Has Williams written anything else noteworthy?  I tried reading
>"Hardwired" a few years ago, but it was just too gritty for my tastes.
>Maybe my tastes have changed; if I have the time I may try again.

   Williams is an odd one; the chameleon of SF, he often appears not to
have his own style, but use other people's styles. He has written at least
one roleplaying game (Privateers and Gentlemen) based on his series of
books by the same name. A brief list of his stuff and who *I* think he's
emulating is:

   Privateers and Gentlemen (series): Hornblower as an American
   Ambassador of Progress: No idea, but whoever it was is dull.
   Knight Moves: Zelazny (The Doorways in the Sand Zelazny)
   Hardwired: Maybe one of the Cyberpunkers, or all of them. 
   Voice of the Whirlwind: Sterling
   Angel Station: C.J. Cherryh
   The Crown Jewels & the sequel: Alexi Panshin's Villiers series.

   This is very arguable, of course. If you read and enjoy The Crown
Jewels, go hunt down the Anthony Villier's books, as I think they are
better.  You can start an interesting (or maybe very dull) argument over
Williams' relationship to CP.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 91 18:02:47 GMT
From: eppstein@wormwood.ics.uci.edu (David Eppstein)
Subject: Re: WJ Williams' _Crown_Jewels_ and _Crystal_Shard_

runner@triton.unm.edu (decker) writes:
>I just finished reading _Crown_Jewels_ and _Crystal_Shard_ by Walter Jon
>Williams.  I rather enjoyed the adventures of Drake Maijstral and co.
>Since WJW left finished _Crystal_Shard_ with a rather open ending about
>the futures of Drake Maijstral and the Duchess Roberta, I was wondering
>whether anyone knew of a sequel to these books.

It's _House_of_Shards_.  There is no sequel, yet, that I know of.  I would
be delighted to discover otherwise.

If you liked these, you should try the Villiers novels by Alexei Panshin.
The first is titled _The_Thurb_Revolution_, and there are two others the
names of which escape me at present.  This series again has an open ending
presaging upcoming nuptuals on the planet at an empire's heart, but alas it
seems the fourth book, _The_Universal_Pantograph_, was never published.

Perhaps Williams is leaving his series open as a parallel to Panshin's, in
which case we may wait a long time for next Maijstral book.  Or perhaps he
has simply been unable to construct a suitably clever title.

David Eppstein
Info & Computer Science
UC Irvine
eppstein@ics.uci.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 91 23:23:48 GMT
From: obrien@aero.org (Mike O'Brien)
Subject: Re: WJ Williams' _Crown_Jewels_ and _Crystal_Shard_

   I spoke with Walter Jon Williams at, I believe, the Westercon at San
Diego?  Phoenix?  Somewhere.  He indicated that he was planning to write at
least one sequel, but gave no indication of the timing on it.  So far, as
you've seen, nothing's shown up.  This conversation took place not at the
last Westercon, but at least a year, or possibly two, before.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 91 03:19:31 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Subject: Re: WJ Williams' _Crown_Jewels_ and _Crystal_Shard_

eppstein@ics.uci.edu (David Eppstein) writes:
>If you liked these, you should try the Villiers novels by Alexei Panshin.
>The first is titled _The_Thurb_Revolution_, and there are two others the
>names of which escape me at present.  This series again has an open ending
>presaging upcoming nuptuals on the planet at an empire's heart, but alas
>it seems the fourth book, _The_Universal_Pantograph_, was never published.

   Actually, the first is entitled _Star Well_. _The Thurb Revolution_
comes second, and then _Masque World_. They're very amusing, and I
certainly second the recommendation.

   I've heard a rumor that _The Universal Pantograph_ was written, but was
so bad as to be unpublishable. I have no idea how much credence to give
this rumor.

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Aug 91 03:33:42 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Forthcoming Books

Every three months Locus prints a fairly comprehensive list of the sf/f
books to be published in the next nine (used to be six) months.  What
follows is a list which is neither comprehensive (there are close to a
thousand) nor representative.  Here are some titles which caught my eye for
various reasons.  If I haven't said "HC", it's probably paperback.

October

Barayar, Lois McMaster Bujold, Baen
Mage Winds #1: Winds of Fate, Mercedes lackey, HC, DAW
Jinx High, Mercedes Lackey, TOR
The Elvenbane, Mercedes Lackey and Andre Norton, HC, TOR
   (Mercedes Lackey is being more prolific than I'd prefer,
    but this has gotten good reviews, though it seems to
    suffer a bit from first-of-series-itis.)
The Dragon Reborn, Robert Jordan, HC, TOR 
   (The Locus review gave the impression that this is a fun
    read that doesn't particularly advance the plot.  And
    don't you hate it when a series shifts to hardcover
    partway through its publication?)
Searching for Dragons, Patricia Wrede, HC, HBJ/Jane Yolen
   (Presumably a prequel to "Talking to Dragons", and an
    expansion of the short story, whose title I forget.)

November

Lens of the World 2: King of the Dead, RA MacAvoy, HC, Morrow
   (LotW was a good book which absolutely didn't need a sequel.)
Prince of Chaos, Roger Zelazny, HC, Morrow
   (Is this the last book in the second Amber series?)
The Summer Queen, Joan Vinge, HC, Warner/Questar
   ("The Snow Queen" was wonderful, but "World's End" stunk.
    Reviews suggest that this one is more like the former.)
Black Sun Rising, CS Friedman HC, DAW
   (After a powerful first novel and a less successful second,
    I'd have preferred to see this one in paperback.)
Shadow's Daughter, Shirley Meier, Baen
   (Prequel to Meier's and Stirling's "The Cage".)

December

Shadow's Son, Shirley meier, SM Stirling, Karen Wehrstein, Baen
   (Presumably a sequel or spinoff to "The Cage".  This should
    be better than "Shadow's Daughter", because Stirling is the
    better author.  But they're cashing in too heavily on a
    world that really won't support the weight.)

January

Isaac Asimov Presents the Great SF: 24, ed. IA and Martin H Greenberg, DAW
   (I came to this series late, and I prefer novels to anthologies,
    but I've been diligently collecting the back issues.  These two
    have been doing a remarkable job of picking out the best stories.
    It'll be interesting to see how they do as they get closer to
    the present, and lose the advantage of perspective.)
A Matter of Taste, Fred Saberhagen, TOR
Young Bleys, Gordon R Dickson, TOR
Two-Bit Heroes, Doris Egan, DAW
   (I enjoyed her first book "Gate of Ivory".)
Bardic Voices, Mercedes Lackey, Simon and Schuster
   (See what I mean?)
Emperor and Clown, Dave Duncan, BB/DR
   (Good.  They're not making us wait.)
The Sapphire Rose, David Eddings, HC, BB/DR
Jack the Bodiless, Julian May, HC, Random House/Knopf
   (For those who've been asking about the Galactic Milieu.)

February

The Difference Engine, William Gibson and Bruce Stirling, Bantam/Spectra
Eight Skilled Gentlemen, Barry Hughart, Bantam/Spectra
   (These two will be out in paperback early next year.)
Phule's Paradise, Robert Asprin, Ace
   (The first book in this series, "Phule's Company", was a
    good read.  Of course, Asprin has a demonstrated talent 
    for running series into the ground.)
The General #2: The Hammer, SM Stirling and David Drake, Baen

March

High Flight #1: Born to Run, Mercedes lackey and Larry Dixon, Baen
   (I get cynical when spouses become coauthors.)
PartnerShip, Anne McCaffrey and Margaret Ball, Baen
   (Presumably a sequel to "The Ship that Sang".  McCaffrey and
    Ball are both graduates of the romance novel school of sf.)
Crisis on Doona, Anne McCaffrey and Jody Lynn Nye, Ace
   ("Decision on Doona" was, until the past few years, McCaffrey's
    weakest book.  Now we're back for more.  Where does helping
    younger authors end and sharecropping begin?)

April

The Dragon on the Border, Gordon R Dickson , Ace, HC
   (Another Dragon-and-George book?)
Liar's Moon, Elizabeth Moon, Baen
   (From the title, I'm guessing that this is another anthology.
    Her other anthology was good.)

May

Mistress of the Empire, Raymond E Feist and Janny Wurts, Doubleday/Fndn, HC
   (This trilogy has so far featured one superb book and one
    so-so offering.  This is the tie-breaker.)

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Aug 91 15:36:43 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Subject: Re: Forthcoming Books

dani@netcom.COM (Dani Zweig) writes:
>Mage Winds #1: Winds of Fate, Mercedes lackey, HC, DAW

Quite good.

>Prince of Chaos, Roger Zelazny, HC, Morrow
>   (Is this the last book in the second Amber series?)

No, it isn't. However, it's fairly clear from reading it that book six will
end the second series, unless he goes off on a tangent. It DOES start tying
up loose ends, but there are so many of them to tie up.

>The Summer Queen, Joan Vinge, HC, Warner/Questar

With a wonderful Whelan cover! (the Whelan for Snow Queen graces one of my
walls. Summer Queen will grace another as soon as I can find a print)

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Aug 91 22:27:27 GMT
From: dant@logos.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Re: Forthcoming Books

dani@netcom.COM (Dani Zweig) writes:
>If I haven't said "HC", it's probably paperback.
>
>Barayar, Lois McMaster Bujold, Baen

You didn't say HC here.  Is this one really coming out in mass-market
paper?  I figured it'd first come out in HC.

Dan Tilque
dant@logos.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 29 Aug 91 00:26:43 GMT
From: flee@cs.psu.edu (Felix Lee)
Subject: Re: Forthcoming Books

>Searching for Dragons, Patricia Wrede, HC, HBJ/Jane Yolen
>   (Presumably a prequel to "Talking to Dragons", and an
>    expansion of the short story, whose title I forget.)

The prequel already came out in 1990, entitled _Dealing with Dragons_.  The
short story was "The Reluctant Princess".  _Searching for Dragons_ probably
takes the story forward again.

Felix Lee
flee@cs.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Aug 91 10:18:10 GMT
From: kers@hplb.hpl.hp.com (Chris Dollin)
Subject: Re: Who wrote this book?

Jorge E. Tierno asks:
>Sometime ago I read a S.F. book whose plot was something as follows:
>
>During the early years of space long range travelling, a lot of planets
>were colonized. Some centuries later, a ship is sent to reach those
>colonnies that have lost contact.  The ship visits several planets, where
>different cultures have evolved:
>
>   In one of the planets colonnized by prisonners there is a finders
>   keepers law. Civilization is sort of stuck.
>
>   In another planet, colonized by followers of Ghandi there is a pacific
>   resistance kind of civilization

_The Great Explosion_, Eric Frank Russel. The last part (the ``Ghandi''
section) is the longest, and the best (however unlikely); it is entitled
``And Then There Were None''.

The lead-in where the space-drive is introduced is brilliant. The rest of
this post is a summary, so you can leave now if you like. (It's not a
spoiler.)  Details may have suffered from enorpty [_Leaks_, David Langford,
in _Temps_].

Blieder has a mission; to produce the most effective leviaition effect
ever.  Eventually he levitates a penny half-an-inch above his equipment. He
turns up the power ... still half-an-inch ... more power ... still 1/2 ...
more ...  BLAM, penny gone, hole in roof. Tries again ... same effect.
Reluctantly calls in outside help. Fortunately, he *doesn't* call in a
scientist, but a stage magician, who investigates the thing thoroughly
before admitting it's not a trick, it works, and he can't undertstand how.
*Then* the scientists get called in. Blieder is not stupid; he sells the
device for what he wants; recognition; it shall be called the Blieder Drive
...

Regards.

Kers

------------------------------

Date: 28 Aug 91 13:59:48 GMT
From: pjj@cs.man.ac.uk (Pete Jinks)
Subject: Re: Recognize this book?

gsm@terminator.cc.umich.edu (Greg Miller) writes:
>... he described the book as being set in the future - where advancements
>in electronics and computers had evolved warmaking into mechanized
>attacks.  Because of miniturization, these 'robots' eventually became only
>the size of insects.

Maybe: Terry Pratchet - Dark Side of the Sun.

His first novel (about 20 years old?) not humourous. The "warfare"
described above appears only at one point in the book, but is very
memorable.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Aug 91 13:58:20 GMT
From: federhen@ncbi.nlm.nih.gov
Subject: Re: Recognize this book?

gsm@terminator.cc.umich.edu (Greg Miller) writes:
>... he described the book as being set in the future - where advancements
>in electronics and computers had evolved warmaking into mechanized
>attacks.  Because of miniturization, these 'robots' eventually became only
>the size of insects.

Maybe: Ernst Junger - "The Glass Bees"

It certainly has the robots the size of insects (as the title suggests),
and some offhand references to their use in warfare, but there is no
hi-tech war footage. The story follows a few days in the life (plus
flashbacks) of an aging ex-cavalryman who applies for a job at the company
that developed the technology. I enjoyed it thoroughly, and recommend it
highly, although I was a trifle disappointed with the ending.

Scott federhen@ncbi.nlm.nih.gov

------------------------------

Date: 28 Aug 91 02:17:53 GMT
From: ewf2@ra.msstate.edu (Juice S. Aaron)
Subject: Re: Dark Empire (STAR WARS)

EMW107@psuvm.psu.edu (BIG ED) writes:
>Well, for about 10 months now, I've heard that there will be a comic book
>entitled "Dark Empire" continuing the Star Wars saga. I have posted on
>rec.arts.comics but no one there seems to have any info on it there. Has
>anyone heard anything about it? I'm assuming it's going to be part of the
>Star Wars hype that will be "scheduled" before the release of the new
>trilogy. Any help would be greatly appreciated. Thanks.

Well I don't know about the title but three months ago Dark horse comics
announced that they would be doing a Star Wars mini-series.  They did not
announce, then, that it would be a continuation but really what else could
it be.  I don't think that it is an actual continuation of the series but
will be just a story unto itself. (Kind of like their Indiana Jones stuff)

Dark Horse also has the rights to RoboCop now so that should be good.

JSA

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 91 21:18:02 GMT
From: diebold@aslan.stg.trw.com (Robert Diebold)
Subject: ROM, Spaceknight

I remember ROM, Spaceknight.  I really enjoyed the early issues, but I
don't remember Ditko taking over the art chores - you may be thinking of
Machine Man, which he took over from Kirby (I think; it might be the other
way around).  In any case, I quit reading it before it was cancelled.  If
you still have all the issues, you have some of Frank Miller's earliest
work for Marvel - some of the covers (issue #4 comes to mind) are done by
Miller.  Some of the other covers are by Michael Golden, whose work I
really enjoy.  Of course, issues #17 and 18 or thereabouts, are crossover
with the X-Men and ought to be worth something.

Robert Diebold
diebold@aslan.stg.trw.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 91 21:47:46 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: ROM, Spaceknight

diebold@ASLAN.STG.TRW.COM (Robert Diebold) writes:
>are by Michael Golden, whose work I really enjoy.  Of course, issues #17
>and 18

   It is indeed 17 and 18, the first battle against Hybrid. Later on he
reappeared to battle ROM and the Sisterhood of Mutants.

   I don't know if it's worth anything; no one seemed interested in buying
the stuff when I was trying to sell several months ago.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Aug 91 19:21:47 GMT
From: walsha@astro.pc.ab.com
Subject: Dragon Lance recommendations???

Does anybody follow the Dragon Lance series or have any recommendations?

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	 Books - SF Porn (8 msgs) & Alternate Histories (5 msgs) &
                 Comics (2 msgs) & Dragonlance & Request & 
                 U.S.S.R. in SF

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 26 Aug 91 19:38:13 GMT
From: kurt@neuron.tamu.edu (Kurt Freiberger)
Subject: Re: Book request--SFPorn

Hokay, drum roll, please...

I believe you are looking for...

   Pornocopia by Piers Anthony

I got it at a bookstore in Houston called Future Visions, 10630 N.W.
Freeway, Houston, TX 77040 (Not sure about the zip, but it's close enough.)
713/682-4212

It's published by some publisher in Houston, which I found interesting.  I
didn't know that Houston HAD a publishing house!  Pornocopia is definitely
a strange book.  It's not the typical "porn".  Howsomever, it almost
offended even me!  It gets rather gross in places.  Enjoy.

Kurt Freiberger
Dept. of Computer Science
Texas A&M University
409/847-8607
kurt@cs.tamu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Aug 91 08:21:31 GMT
From: craigb@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Subject: Re: Book request--SFPorn

kurt@neuron.cs.tamu.edu (Kurt Freiberger) writes:
> I believe you are looking for...
> 
>   Pornocopia by Piers Anthony

Gosh, while I haven't read _Pornocopia_, this thread brings back memories
of a charming little novel a friend lent me in high school called _Yolanda:
Mistress Of Space_, which was pretty much totally concerned with the things
Yolanda and her friends did to avoid boredom during those long interstellar
journeys until, of course, they are captured by a hostile race of alien
nymphomaniacs...

Also, I feel obligated to mention a wonderful video I once rented entitled
_Sex Trek: The Next Penetration_...call me a sleaze if you will, but with a
title like that, I couldn't resist :-)

Craig Becker
Object Technology Products
craigb@ausvm1.vnet.ibm.com 

------------------------------

Date: 27 Aug 91 15:52:59 GMT
From: wcstom@ccs.carleton.ca (Tom Hamill)
Subject: Re: Book request--SFPorn

> kurt@neuron.cs.tamu.edu (Kurt Freiberger) writes:
>I believe you are looking for...
>
>   Pornocopia by Piers Anthony

I'm the one who started this thread, neglecting to mention that when I had
first read the book I had already been reading SF for nearly 10 years and
the book was not written by an author whose name I recognized.  I have no
doubt in my mind that I would have remembered Piers Anthony.

>I got it at a bookstore in Houston called Future Visions, 10630 N.W.
>Freeway, Houston, TX 77040 (Not sure about the zip, but it's close
>enough.)  713/682-4212
>
>It's published by some publisher in Houston, which I found interesting.  I
>didn't know that Houston HAD a publishing house!

When was this book published?  As I pointed out in my original post, it
would have to have been published some time between about 1958-1970 to even
be considered a possibility.

>Pornocopia is definitely a strange book.  It's not the typical "porn".
>Howsomever, it almost offended even me!  It gets rather gross in places.
>Enjoy.

Sorry, but if the book you refer to is 'rather gross in places' I doubt can
be the one I'm looking for.  And the one I want was not strange in any way
I can recall; it was funny, humourous, and a tongue-in-cheek send-up of the
sexual mores of the repressed 50's/early 60's, before the hippie generation
turned the world upside down before becoming yuppies and turning it all
rightside up again. (Sorry, I digress...)

At any rate, please do a comparison of what I indicated the storyline was
to the book you have.  Simply stating it is the book without evidence to
support the statement accomplishes nothing.  Ok???

Tom Hamill
wcstom@ccs.carleton.ca

------------------------------

Date: 28 Aug 91 12:34:01 GMT
From: craigb@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Subject: Book request--more SFPorn

This talk of _Pornucopia_ et al. reminds me of what I *think* was a rather
dirty SF book that I never read, called something like _After the Good
War_, author unknown. Am embarrassed to admit this, but I believe I read an
excerpt from it in Penthouse back in like 1973 or so... seem to recall
people having sex while encased in sheer plastic wrappers.

Can anyone provide more info, or a review?

Thanks!

Craig Becker
Object Technology Products
craigb@ausvm1.vnet.ibm.com 

------------------------------

Date: 29 Aug 91 13:40:36 GMT
From: TCDEV008@ysub.ysu.edu
Subject: Re: Book request--SFPorn

Sorry I didn't get in on the start of this thread.

Could it be that you are looking for _Venus on the Halfshell_ by P. J.
Farmer under a pseudonym that I can't remember at the present time???

------------------------------

Date: 29 Aug 91 17:54:36 GMT
From: wcstom@ccs.carleton.ca (Tom Hamill)
Subject: Re: Book request--SFPorn

TCDEV008@ysub.ysu.edu writes:
>Could it be that you are looking for _Venus on the Halfshell_ by P. J.
>Farmer under a pseudonym that I can't remember at the present time???

That is certainly not the book I'm looking for.  _Venus on the Halfshell_
was not pornographic in any way, shape, or form.  It was written by Kilgore
Trout and unless you've read Kurt Vonnegut, you'll not understand who Trout
was.  At any rate, I've been leafing through all the old porno magazines
hoping to find more of Trout's stories but all I've seen so far is a lot of
tits and ass, and none of it very attractive.  Still, I persevere.

Tom Hamill
wcstom@ccs.carleton.ca

------------------------------

Date: 29 Aug 91 14:56:16 GMT
From: craigb@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Subject: Re: Book request--SFPorn

wjb@moscom.UUCP (Bill de Beaubien) writes:
>>of a charming little novel a friend lent me in high school called
>>_Yolanda: Mistress Of Space_,
>
> Hmm, the copy I had was entitled _Yolanda: The Girl from Erosphere_, by
> Dominique Verseau.  Even had a plot of sorts.  Ah, memories of youth...
> :-)

Ah yes, it's all coming (oops!) back to me now...good old Dominique
Verseau!  (Gosh, do you think that could be a pen-name? :-)

Could well be the same book (was long ago and I had to keep it hidden most
of the time and thus didn't pay much attention to the cover), but the book
I read ended with a high sequel potential.  Let's see, do you remember if
the story began on Earth, or did it start in space after Yolanda and
company were captured by "the sexually insatiable ones"?

Craig Becker
Object Technology Products
craigb@ausvm1.vnet.ibm.com 

------------------------------

Date: 6 Sep 91 14:11:41 GMT
From: howie@sunroom.dab.ge.com (Bruce Howie)
Subject: Re: Book request--SFPorn

I am sorry if this late or has no meaning to the discussion but, I have
_Yolanda: The Girl from Erosphere_ buried at home. As I remember the story
does start out on Earth, the travelers go into space and meet the aliens
and the book ends in mid-stream. I looked for the follow up book but never
found it.

One of the passages that I remember is that the women had to remove their
nylon underwear because the propulsion system created a field that reacted
to the nylon.

As I remember you could not find the original or the sequel in print 6 or 7
years ago. I suspect that it has to be found in used book stores.  And yes
I would like to the a copy of the sequel _Yolanda,_Slaves_of_Space_ .

if any one find a way to obtain a copy I would be grateful for that
knowledge.

J. Bruce Howie
howie@sunny.dab.ge.com
...!uunet!sunny.dab.ge.com!howie

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 91 16:35:00 GMT
From: HUMPHRIES@SOC.DECNet (HUMPHRIES)
Subject: Alternate History Request

A review of the alternate history list in the SF-Lover's archive revealed
few works where women play a pivotal role, or works from a feminist
viewpoint.  I would like to have an alternate history panel at Wiscon, and
want it to deal with feminist issues.

Does the net know of any feminist alternate history stories or novels? Send
your suggestions to me at:

humphrie@vms.wisc.edu

and I'll post a digest of the replies to the net.

Thanks.

Bill Humphries
Department of Economics
UW-Madison

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 91 07:21:04 GMT
From: havok@st1.vuw.ac.nz
Subject: Alternative Histories(esp. ACW!)

 I recently read the "Rebel in Time" by Harry Harrison and "The Blue and
the Glory", I've already forgotten the author! Ek!
 What I want is any other books that talk about alternative histories,
especially the American Civil War period!

Thanks in advance.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 91 15:43:12 GMT
From: Crawford_Kilian@mindlink.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian)
Subject: Re: Alternative Histories(esp. ACW!)

> havok@st1.vuw.ac.nz writes:
>  I recently read the "Rebel in Time" by Harry Harrison and "The Blue and
> the Glory", I've already forgotten the author! Ek!
>
>  What I want is any other books that talk about alternative histories,
> especially the American Civil War period!

The classic alternate-history novel abou the American Civil War is Ward
Moore's Bring the Jubilee (ca. 1953). Much more recently, someone in the US
brought out a novel about the postwar problems of a victorious Confederacy,
but I confess I put it aside after just a few pages and can't even recall
the title.  Gibson and Sterling's Difference Engine is set in an alternate
1855 in which the Confederacy has already broken away. And someone has
written a novel (I think the title is Fire on the Mountain) about a Utopian
socialist world following John Brown's sparking of a slave insurrection at
Harpers Ferry.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 91 02:40:34 GMT
From: schmunk@spacsun.rice.edu (Robert Schmunk)
Subject: Re: Alternative Histories(esp. ACW!)

Crawford_Kilian@mindlink.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian) writes:
> The classic alternate-history novel abou the American Civil War is Ward
> Moore's Bring the Jubilee (ca. 1953). Much more recently, someone in the
> US brought out a novel about the postwar problems of a victorious
> Confederacy, but I confess I put it aside after just a few pages and
> can't even recall the title.  Gibson and Sterling's Difference Engine is
> set in an alternate 1855 in which the Confederacy has already broken
> away.  And someone has written a novel (I think the title is Fire on the
> Mountain) about a Utopian socialist world following John Brown's sparking
> of a slave insurrection at Harpers Ferry.

Ditto the recommend for BRING THE JUBILEE; it remains the best CSA-wins
story I've read.

The most recent CSA-wins novel is THE WILD BLUE AND THE GRAY, about a
Cherokee pilot flying for the South in the Great War (aka WW1). Other such
novels include Skimin's GRAY VICTORY (probably the one M Kilian is
referring to), which takes place in 1866 in 1867 and has several plot
threads running, the most notable being the court martial of JEB Stuart and
an attempt by John Brown's son to start a slave revolt; Poyer's SHILOH
PROJECT, apparently a a race to see who can develop atomic weapons first;
and Stapp's A MORE PERFECT UNION, my nominee for worst alternate history
novel written.

Also, CAPTAIN CONFEDERACY comics has been resumed (!) starting the story
one year after the original series left off. Issue #1 can be found in comic
shops now and is being published by Epic.

Robert B. Schmunk
SPAC
Rice Univ
Box 1892
Houston, TX 77251
(713) 527-4939
schmunk@vega.rice.edu
schmunk@spacsun.rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 91 03:39:33 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Re: Alternative Histories(esp. ACW!)

havok@st1 writes:
> I recently read the "Rebel in Time" by Harry Harrison and "The Blue and
>the Glory", I've already forgotten the author! Ek!
>
> What I want is any other books that talk about alternative histories,
>especially the American Civil War period!

You might try the series called _What Might Have Been_, edited by Greg
Benford and Martin Greenberg.  Each book is a collection of alternate
history stories by "premier voices in science fiction" (at least so claims
the cover.  The first volume contains stories about alternate empires, and
the second contains stories about alternate heros, including one about
Abraham Lincoln called "Abe Lincoln in McDonalds".

I understand there are a third (alternate wars) and fourth (alternate
presidents) volumes planned (possibly out by now).

Dave Schaumannk
dave@cs.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 91 17:40:15 GMT
From: BMCRAW01@ulkyvm.bitnet ("Bruce M. Crawford")
Subject: RE: Dark Empire (STAR WARS)

>>Well, for about 10 months now, I've heard that there will be a comic bok
>>entitled "Dark Empire" continuing the Star Wars saga. I have posted on
>>rec.arts.comics but no one there seems to have any info on it there. Hs
>>anyone heard anything about it? I'm assuming it's going to be part of he
>>Star Wars hype that will be "scheduled" before the release of the new
>>trilogy. Any help would be greatly appreciated. Thanks.
>
>Well I don't know about the title but three months ago Dark horse comic
>announced that they would be doing a Star Wars mini-series.  They did nt
>announce, then, that it would be a continuation but really what else cold
>it be.  I don't think that it is an actual continuation of the series but
>will be just a story unto itself. (Kind of like their Indiana Jones stuf)

Interesting.  I had heard that it was Marvel who was supposed to do the
limited series, and that it indeed was to be called "Dark Empire."  I also
heard that it was supposed to be an effort supervised by Lucasfilm and set
in the years after Return of the Jedi.  In fact, I remember reading this
both in the newsletter put out by my local comics shop, as well as in
Marvel Age (the title may be incorrect, but I am referring to Marvel's
coming attractions magazine).  Now that I think about the description, it
sounded as if the story would be quite similar to Timothy Zahn's "Heir to
the Empire."  Maybe they decided to scrap the comic book for the novel.

Bruce Crawford
University of Louisville

------------------------------

Date: 16 Sep 91 06:46:22 GMT
From: appel@soda.berkeley.edu (Shannon D. Appel)
Subject: Re: Dark Empire (STAR WARS)

BMCRAW01@ulkyvm.BITNET ("Bruce M. Crawford") writes:
>Interesting.  I had heard that it was Marvel who was supposed to do the
>limited series, and that it indeed was to be called "Dark Empire."  I also
>heard that it was supposed to be an effort supervised by Lucasfilm and set
>in the years after Return of the Jedi.  In fact, I remember reading this
>both in the newsletter put out by my local comics shop.

The title has indeed not been cancelled.  I saw a confirmation that the
series originally planned by Marvel had indeed been transferred to Dark
Horse for whatever reason.  It should be out some time later this year.

Shannon

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 91 20:19:00 GMT
From: FTT@nccibm1.bitnet (Sheri Anderson)
Subject: Dragonlance Recomendations

walsha@astro.pc.ab.com writes:
> Does anybody follow the Dragonlance series or have any recommendations?

I have read all the books in the Dragonlance Saga to date (with the
exception of the new Meetings Sextant Volume 2 - Wanderlust which I just
started reading this morning).

I have enjoyed all of the book in the series.  Others would tell you that
only the first three books are worth reading (Dragonlance Chronicles).

The books themselves are easy and quick reading and are an enjoyable light
story.  I admit there are some inconsitancies with the 'world' between the
different authors, but the books are enjoyable.

If you wish me to send you a list of all the books in the Dragonlance Saga,
contact me at FTT@NCCIBM1.BITNET and I will glady provide you with the list
(including books scheduled to be published in 1992 and 1993).

Sheri Anderson
FTT@NCCIBM1.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 15 Sep 91 02:06:56 GMT
From: mef@netcom.com (Mary Ellen Foley)
Subject: trying to track down article -- please help ASAP

It seems like I once read an essay where the author made a very eloquent
statement of the fact that any system of advanced technology or magic used
in science fiction or fantasy has to have its own internally consistent set
of rules, or the reader will be hopelessly confused.

I'm not looking for that specific article - that would be rather silly, as
I have no idea when I read it, where I read it, who wrote it but, ANY
pointers to ANY article or essay that touches on this subject would be
greatly appreciated.

Mary Ellen Foley
mef@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Sep 91 17:16:08 GMT
From: kfree@pnet01.cts.com (Kenneth Freeman)
Subject: U.S.S.R. in SF

In the library yesterday I passed by several techo-thrillers which are now
amusing cultural artifacts, and I wondered about the various roles which
the U.S.S.R. has been given in SF, from partner in a condominium (_The Mote
in God's Eye_ by Niven and Pournelle, etc.) to not being mentioned at all
(_Friday_ by Heinlein). Has anyone come close to the mark of what is, well,
this week's geopolitical reality?
 
   Btw, I wouldn't count the Russian Federation out; the Chinese began
their space and nuclear programs in the throes of the Cultural Revolution.

UUCP: {hplabs!hp-sdd ucsd nosc}!crash!pnet01!kfree
ARPA: crash!pnet01!kfree@nosc.mil
INET: kfree@pnet01.cts.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		  Magazines - Amazing Stories (10 msgs) &
                              Pulphouse (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 8 Sep 91 03:01:44 GMT
From: DCW107@psuvm.psu.edu
Subject: Amazing Stories

   Last year it was annouced that Amzing stories was going to reorganize
to a format 81/2 x 11 inch magazine size and begin to publish monthly?

   However, since then Amazing has vanished from every book store in my
immediate area.  Can some body update me on the current status on the
magazine?  Is TSR still publishing it?  Is it any good?  Since Amazing is
the oldest magazine in the genre, I hate to think the dweebs at TSR have
ruined it.

Dan

------------------------------

Date: 8 Sep 91 04:18:43 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach -- Only here for the beer)
Subject: Re: Amazing Stories

DCW107@psuvm.psu.edu writes:
>   Last year it was annouced that Amzing stories was going to reorganize
>to a format 81/2 x 11 inch magazine size and begin to publish monthly?
>
>   However, since then Amazing has vanished from every book store in my
>immediate area.  Can some body update me on the current status on the
>magazine?  Is TSR still publishing it?  Is it any good?  Since Amazing is
>the oldest magazine in the genre, I hate to think the dweebs at TSR have
>ruined it.

It is alive and well, they just signed a new distribution deal that should
make it a lot easier to find and they're slowly trying to ramp it up into
general availability (the way the distribution market works, you can ramp
it up quickly and pray the retuns don't strangle you, or ramp it up slowly
and hope you don't go so slowly you starve. There doesn't seem to be any
middle ground). The checks don't bounce, either.

If you're trying to find a copy and it's not on a newstand, you can ask
that it be ordered. If they can't find it through their ID, let them know
it can be ordered through whoever supplies their gaming material the same
way Dragon magazine can.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 91 17:49:14 GMT
From: stantbat@iastate.edu (John S Sinnott)
Subject: Re: Amazing Stories

<DCW107@psuvm.psu.edu> writes:
>   Last year it was annouced that Amzing stories was going to reorganize
>to a format 81/2 x 11 inch magazine size and begin to publish monthly?
>
>   However, since then Amazing has vanished from every book store in my
>immediate area.  Can some body update me on the current status on the
>magazine?  Is TSR still publishing it?  Is it any good?  Since Amazing is
>the oldest magazine in the genre, I hate to think the dweebs at TSR have
>ruined it.

   Well, I've read the first two issues, (and I know for a fact that the
third one is out), and I think the new Amazing SUCKS BIG TIME!  I was
really looking forward to it and went in thinking it would be great. The
art is fantastic, it has a nice slick cover, excerpts from novels, reviews,
what else could you want?  I for one want quality stories.  Except for one
or two stories, I thought all of the offering in the first two issues were
down right lousy.  Most of them belong to the "been there, done that"
genre.  A couple of the stories were pretty good untill the writer ran out
of things to say and tacked on a lame ending.

I'll be the first to admit the magazine LOOKS good, it just reads bad.

John Sinnott

------------------------------

Date: 10 Sep 91 02:33:17 GMT
From: troly@redwood.math.ucla.edu (Bret Jolly)
Subject: Re: Amazing Stories

stantbat@iastate.edu (John S Sinnott) writes:
>   Well, I've read the first two issues, (and I know for a fact that the
>third one is out), and I think the new Amazing SUCKS BIG TIME!

   There are excellent stories in those very issues.  _Extra-terrestrial
Life on the Mississippi_ and _The 65,000,000 Year Sleep_ are first-rate.
They also have more variety than their competitors.  My only big gripe is
that they waste space on those stupid novel excerpts and have the nerve
to place the novelists' names on the cover as if they contributed real
stories.  Some toad-souled adman thought that one up.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Sep 91 06:33:17 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach -- Only here for the beer)
Subject: Re: Amazing Stories

>>   Well, I've read the first two issues, (and I know for a fact that the
>>third one is out), and I think the new Amazing SUCKS BIG TIME!
>
>   There are excellent stories in those very issues.  _Extra-terrestrial
>Life on the Mississippi_ and _The 65,000,000 Year Sleep_ are first-rate.

Tastes differ (obviously).

>My only big gripe is that they waste space on those stupid novel excerpts
>and have the nerve to place the novelists' names on the cover as if they
>contributed real stories.  Some toad-souled adman thought that one up.

No, actually Kim Mohan, editor, thought it up. And from what I've heard,
the novel excerpts are getting a lot of positive feedback from the
readership at large. I guess tastes differ.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Sep 91 11:34:01 GMT
From: nieder@iesd.auc.dk (Jesper Niedermann)
Subject: Re: Amazing Stories

I would like to subscribe to an SF-mag (containing Shortstories),
can you recommend any?

Thanks in advance.

Jesper

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 91 00:07:57 GMT
From: stantbat@iastate.edu (John S Sinnott)
Subject: Re: Amazing Stories

nieder@iesd.auc.dk (Jesper Niedermann) writes:
>I would like to subscribe to an SF-mag (containing Shortstories),
>can you recommend any?

Well, I like Pulphouse a lot.  It was supposed to be weekly, but apparently
people complained that they dinn't have the $ and/or time for a weekly so
it's now bi-weekly.  It has a regular column by Charles de Lint, serialized
novels, and short stories.  I really like it.  Besides that, I don't read
too many magazines.  I hate the digest format most SF mag's use.  I've
heard Interzone is really good, but it's imported from England, and kind of
exspensive.

What about Aboriginal?  Anyone out there get it?

More on Amazing: I agree that ET Life on the Mississippi was great.  The
best story out of the two issues I read.  I got tired of the puns in 6.5 x
10^7 Year Sleep.  I think it takes more that to make a story.  I also liked
Change of Face from the first issue.  Besides that I did like the novel
excerpts.  I agree that it is cheap to put Brunner and Cherryh's names on
the cover of the first issue, but they did not repeat that mistake on the
second.

John Sinnott

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 91 03:32:57 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach -- Only here for the beer)
Subject: Re: Amazing Stories

stantbat@iastate.edu (John S Sinnott) writes:
>Well, I like Pulphouse a lot.  It was supposed to be weekly, but
>apparently people complained that they dinn't have the $ and/or time for a
>weekly so it's now bi-weekly.

It was made bi-weekly because the companies that distribute magazines to
newsstands just can't handle a weekly publication, and because weekly
publication would give each issue too little time to sit on the newsstand
before being returned. Cost and reading time were minor issues, but the
distribution was the reason for the change.

>It has a regular column by Charles de Lint, serialized novels, and short
>stories.  I really like it.

Esther Friesner is going to be doing a, um, different column (what else
would you expect from Esther?). You're going to see a lot of things that
just won't show up in more conservative publications.

>Besides that, I don't read too many magazines.  I hate the digest format
>most SF mag's use.

My preferences: Asimov's, F&SF, Analog. Pulphouse I don't rank with the
others because it's fairly new. Amazing I don't rank because I'm
financially attached to it (but I like it).

>What about Aboriginal?  Anyone out there get it?

I"m not impressed with the fiction (they're more or less a market of last
resort because of their low pay rates, so they publish leftovers). The
graphic design doesn't do much for me, and most of the paintines are pretty
average. I'm not sure if I'm going to renew or not.

I've let Weird Tales lapse, and I'm letting SF Review (which is now doing
fiction among other things) lapse. I've rarely read Interzone - no time
and it's not worth the hassle for me to track down. Omni? Love the fiction
(Ellen Datlow does a great job), the rest gives me hives. I let it lapse. I
like Marion Zimmer Bradley's Fantasy Magazine, but it's uneven (it's also
the only real market for fantasy...)

I'm sure I missed something. Oh, well.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 91 12:36:41 GMT
From: IO80035@maine.maine.edu
Subject: Another opinion of AMAZING

I've read the various postings concerning AMAZING, and I feel that they are
getting dumped on unfairly.  All things considered, the stories are good.
They are clear, concise, and very well written.  When a magazine takes a
chance the way they are, of course there are going to be things that people
do not like in the beginning.

I thought that the first two issues were very good, if not a little dry.
The third issue, on the other hand left a great deal to desire.  However
I've just picked up issue #4 and so far, I think that it's great, if not a
little dry.  Now, as I said, not everyone is going to like everything about
the new mag and that goes for me too.  Do you remember when science fiction
was fun?  With IASFM, AMAZING, and ANALOG, something happened.  It became
very serious, almost to the point of being too serious.  I don't know,
maybe it's just me, but I'd like to see the stories become fun again.

Butch

------------------------------

Date: 15 Sep 91 21:17:17 GMT
From: HEIGEOA@yalevm.ycc.yale.edu (George Heintzelman)
Subject: Re: Amazing Stories

Well, wrt to this thread: I do not entirely agree with one of the original
poster's statements about the poor quality of the new Amazing.  I do not
find the new "previews" of books a good feature, but it seems many people
do, and I suppose I can live with it; what is really important are two
things: the stories (by far the most important) and the book reviews
(quality reviewers are a good thing, IMHO).  Now, I think that the story
quality in the three issues that I've read that were published under
Mohan's editorship were, on average, not quite up to the old Amazing BUT,
you MUST remember that certainly most, and probably all of those stories
were NOT bought by Mohan - they were bought by Price, the former editor,
and must eventually, by contract, be published.  Therefore, I am not
passing judgement yet and I didn't think they were that bad, either, just
sort of average, with few real pearls.  I personally like the full color
art, and I have found the book reviewers (which are not limited to just one
reviewer, IMHO a plus) reasonably good.
   AMAZING has never been as good as IAsfm, but I don't think it's gotten
any worse; maybe it'll get better once Mohan-bought stories start showing
up (then again, maybe it won't, in which case I cancel my subscription.)

George Heintzelman
heigeoa@yalevm.ycc.yale.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 91 16:57:53 GMT
From: djdaneh@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Pulphouse and other mags (Re: Amazing Stories)

chuq@Apple.COM (Chuq Von Rospach) writes:
>>Well, I like Pulphouse a lot.  It was supposed to be weekly, but
>>apparently people complained that they dinn't have the $ and/or time for
>>a weekly so it's now bi-weekly.
>
>It was made bi-weekly because the companies that distribute magazines to
>newsstands just can't handle a weekly publication, and because weekly
>publication would give each issue too little time to sit on the newsstand
>before being returned. Cost and reading time were minor issues, but the
>distribution was the reason for the change.

Oh, _bushwah_, and I'm surprised at you for being taken in like that, Chuq.
The distributors can't handle weekly magazines?  This will come as a great
shock to TIME, NEWSWEEK, TV GUIDE, and the WEEKLY WORLD NEWS.  And hundreds
of others.

Too little time on the stand I might believe if they hadn't packaged it
with the other nonsense.  But I was immediately brought short by the
observation that it was the same amount of time the country's best selling
magazine (TV GUIDE) spends on the stands.

No, the PULPHOUSE crew have finally hit a wall, finally reached the point
where everyone saying "But you _can't_ _do_ _that_" was as close to right
as they were.

Which is a shame, and I sincerely hope the biweekly takes off like a bat
out of a Bram Stoker novel, but I'm irritated that they have to offer such
patently lame excuses instead of _admitting_ they were wrong for once.
They've been right so much of the time, it's kind of nice to see that Kris
and Dean are human...

For the person who wanted a magazine that publishes short fiction, here's a
brief survey of some of them:

ABORIGINAL SF is a science fiction-only magazine (except when they change
their mind and publish fantasy) publishes, typically, one intersting story
per issue.  Not worth your money, which is a pity because they publish a
lot of new writers and I'd like to encourage that.  (Self-serving?  Moi?)

ANALOG is still constipated under that damnfool Schmidt.  (Note: I do _not_
"hate ANALOG."  I hate _Schmidt's_ ANALOG.  There have been two editors
since Campbell died, and both of them have "tried to carry on the Campbell
tradition."  The difference was that Ben Bova understood that the Campbell
tradition was a tradition of _innovation_.  Stanley Schmidt has embalmed
the magazine.)

ASIMOV'S is the clear "best of show."  There's typically nothing unreadable
in an issue of IAsfM which is the _only_ major market I can say that of.
Highly recommended.

F&SF is changing under Kris Rusch, too early to rate.  Under Ed Ferman it
had become rather soporific: one or two good stories surrounded by a
collection of stories from an alternate world where Rod Serling was fiction
editor for the SATURDAY EVENING POST.  Probably recommended based on Kris'
track record.

INTERZONE has done for the "New Wave" of the '60s what Stanley Schmidt did
for the ANALOG of the '40s: raised it as a zombie.  If you really need more
of that kind of fiction, there it is.  Me, I'm happy with the occasional
new Ballard novel and regard INTERZONE as extraneous.

MARION ZIMMER BRADLEY'S FANTASY MAGAZINE is, uh, well.  Uh.  I read an
entire issue.  Once.  It's amazing what people can do with a Macintosh, a
budget, and absolutely no taste.  No, I'm sorry.  It's not that MZB has no
taste, it's that her taste in fantasy and mine are _radically_ different.
I can't judge MZBFM fairly.

OMNI.  Puh-lease, I just ate breakfast.  No, seriously, OMNI's fiction is
as-good-as-or-better-than IAsfM's, but there's only a teensy weensy bit of
it per issue and the rest of the magazine is pseudoscience of the worst
sort.  I don't buy it for ethical reasons which have very little to do with
the publisher.  Highly disrecommended, but read the fiction standing in
line at the grocery store then put it back.

PULPHOUSE runs a close second to IAsfM; I have no trouble rating it because
I've been reading the quarterly and have no reason to think the fiction
will change drastically.  Innovative, willing to take risks.  Reminds me a
lot of DANGEROUS VISIONS, but updated, _not_ publishing the same material,
generally.  Recommended.

WEIRD TALES is...  Well, it's WEIRD TALES.  Either you like it or you
don't.  I do.  Each issue is a balancing act - trying to retain the spirit
of the old pulps without reverting to their utter lack of taste, quality,
and innovation.  Thus far, they've managed to stay up there.  The problem
is, sometimes the balancing act is the most exciting thing about a given
issue.  Recommended.  I think.  But not very.

Dan'l Danehy-Oakes

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 91 13:05:57 GMT
From: slh5087@zeus.tamu.edu
Subject: _Pulphouse_?

Hi guys!

Hey, I've heard a lot of talk the last few days about a biweekly(?)
magazine called _Pulphouse_, but I haven't seen it anywhere around here and
didn't even know it existed.  From what I'm hearing on the net, a few of
you seem to think it's pretty good.  I'm a subscriber to IASFM and ANALOG,
and now you've got me interested in PULPHOUSE.  Can someone send me their
comments, opinions, etc. along with an address, subscription rate, and
whatever else you think I should see.

I'd appreciate anything you could send me.  Thanks!

Steven L. Hayes
Texas A&M
Dept. of Nuclear Engineering
College Station, TX 77843
(409) 845-8101
SLH5087@ZEUS.TAMU.EDU

------------------------------
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Date: 13 Sep 91 20:02:01 GMT
From: brooksp@hpcc01.corp.hp.com (Peter Brooks)
Subject: Re: Robert L Forward

I'm reading Shield of Time as part of my catchup (fell a few years behind
due to school..).  If you have read Annals of the Time Patrol (don't know
if that's just a SF Book Club title or if it was published as such), the
main patrolman in there (Manse ???) returns in S_o_T.  Pretty much
"typical" Anderson.  It's not one of his great books (IMHO, Avatar and
Orion Shall Rise qualify), but it's not one of the lousy ones (The Devil's
Game qualifies; complete with nose plugs).  Decent, middle-of-the road
Anderson.  (I'm only about 1/4 the way into the book; my opinion could
change.)

Pete Brooks

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 91 15:00:35 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: The Avatar

brooksp@hpcc01.corp.hp.com (Peter Brooks) sez:
>I'm reading Shield of Time [. . .]  Pretty much "typical" Anderson.  It's
>not one of his great books (IMHO, Avatar and Orion Shall Rise qualify),

I'm curious about this.  I recently read The Avatar, prompted by some net
discussion, and found it to be one of the worst books I'd read in a long
time.  The dialogue was wooden, the characters preposterous, and it was
packed with Anderson's endless explorations of the theme "OK, so I'm and
old married guy, but I still wanna boink younger women, is that so
terrible?"  The science was OK, especially after the story *finally* went
somewhere in the second half, but good science can't carry a bad book for
me.

The thing is, I *know* Anderson can write.  A couple of his early books can
stand with anyone, in my opinion, and he's shown flashes of that level of
quality throughout his career (though I maintain he still has never learned
how to write women).  Everything I've read by him recently has been a
disappointment, though; I thought The Shield of Time should have been
called The Waste of Time, and The Boat of a Million Years was uneven
(though occasionally very good).  But The Avatar mystifies me the most -
it's clearly very ambitious and should have been perfect for that sense of
wonder and grandeur Anderson achieved in Tau Zero, instead it's like soap
opera in space (or sex therapy in space).  I want to like this book, but I
can't.  Can anyone defend it?  I'm interested in hearing why people think
it's good.

(Speaking of sex therapy in space, anyone read Iris, by (I forget)?
Bleeauuuchpt!)

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Sep 91 03:06:17 GMT
From: barry@netcom.com (Kenn Barry)
Subject: Re: The Avatar

rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson) writes:
>I'm curious about this.  I recently read The Avatar, prompted by some net
>discussion, and found it to be one of the worst books I'd read in a long
>time.

Rod goes on to ask why anyone likes it. I can't help you, Rod. Before I
read that book I thought of Poul Anderson as the most prolific author of
_consistently_ good stories I'd ever known. Not all classics, perhaps, but
all readable and entertaining, and some truly are 1st-order classics.

   _The Avatar_ was the first complete clinker I'd found from him (I've
found a few others since, all recent works).

Kenn Barry
barry@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Sep 91 02:16:16 GMT
From: djheydt@garnet.berkeley.edu
Subject: Re: The Avatar

barry@netcom.COM (Kenn Barry) writes:
>rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson) writes:

[Neither of them like THE AVATAR.]

Neither do I, sad to tell, but I know a good story _about_ it.  Seems Poul
was whacking the first draft into shape and Karen read over the day's work
and said, "Gee, you've got everything in here but the kitchen sink."

So Poul went back a few chapters and put in a kitchen sink.

Maybe that's what's the matter with the book.  I don't know.  I didn't mind
its length or its omniumgatherum-hood, but it didn't seem to go anywhere.

Dorothy J. Heydt
djheydt@garnet.berkeley.edu
University of California, Berkeley

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 91 10:51:51 GMT
From: ele9102@cdc835.cdc.polimi.it (Francesco "IRCNICK=Mork" Marcolla)
Subject: Re: Greg Bear's "Queen of Angels"

Marshall Buhl wrote:
> For the past few weeks, I've been slowly trying to get through "Queen (or
> is that City?) of Angels."  I've read (and enjoyed) most of Bear's other
> work, but this seems to have a very different style.  I have no trouble
> putting it down, and I keep finding other things to do besides finishing
> it. [omitted stuff]

   I bought Bear's QoA because I had read and truly enjoyed three of his
previous works: _Blood Music_, _Eon_ and _The Forge of God_ . Well, in my
opinion, this last novel of his is the worst book I happened to read in the
last couple of years. It's not a matter of "different style", it's the
story itself that is bad, and awfully boring too. The only positive thing
that can be said about this book is that it did not win a Hugo! :-)

> So I guess the real question is: Is this worth finishing?

   No! There are so many good books around waiting to be read, that it
would be a disgraceful waste of time finishing this one.

Francesco Marcolla
ele9102@cdc835.cdc.polimi.it

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 91 15:30:35 GMT
From: mnemonic@eff.org (Mike Godwin)
Subject: Re: Greg Bear's "Queen of Angels"

ele9102@CDC835.CDC.POLIMI.IT (Francesco Marcolla) writes:
>It's not a matter of "different style", it's the story itself that is bad,
>and awfully boring too.

What are you saying is bad about the story?

Mike Godwin
EFF, Cambridge, MA
(617) 864-0665  
mnemonic@eff.org

------------------------------

Date: 15 Sep 91 15:27:40 GMT
From: AMAKINEN@kontu.cc.utu.fi (M{kinen, Ari Olavi)
Subject: Greg Bear and his style(s)

I have been reading Bear's _Eon_, which I consider to be one of the ten
best sf-books I've ever read. I'm looking forward to reading _Blood Music_.
IMHO the Eon is very well and interestingly written book, with a lot of
scientific backgroud.

A. M{kinen

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 91 12:54:45 GMT
From: HEROY%LSUVM@ricevm1.rice.edu (Paul Heroy)
Subject: Steven Brust's father

Steven Brust's dad passed away recently; this press release is forwarded
from Steven via GEnie:

For immediate release:

William Z. Brust of St. Paul, Minnesota, died at 9:50 A.M. on
 September 15, 1991, at the age of 72, of cancer of the pancreas.

He was born on May 20, 1919, in Budapest, Hungary, during the
 short-lived Hungarian Revolution, and was brought to the United
 States by his parents when 18 months old.  He was graduated from
 North High School in Minneapolis, Minnesota, and received a BA,
 BS, MA, and PHD from the University of Minnesota.  He taught
 modern languages at Carlton College in Northfield, Minnesota,
 until retiring in June of 1982.

He was a pioneer of the Trotskyist movement, and for 52 years
 fought for the Working Class under the banner of Trotskyism.
 After serving in the Army during WWII, he became a packinghouse
 worker at Armour, and, in 1948, was a leader of the strike in
 South St. Paul and editor of the area daily strike bulletin.  He
 participated in the 1985-86 Hormel strike, where he was arrested
 on the picket line during mass picketing.  In 1986 he ran for
 Governor on the ticket of the Workers League, receiving the
 highest vote of any minor party candidate.  In 1989 he spent
 several months in Europe participating in the Parliamentary
 election campaign of the European sections of the International
 Committee of the Fourth International.

He is known throughout the upper Midwest for his efforts on
 behalf of the working class, most recently for his role working
 with the construction trades at International Falls during their
 strike against Boise and BE&K.

His loss is the more tragic because, at 71 years old, before his
 illness, he was in excellent physical and mental condition.  He
 was an enthusiastic runner--participating in track in high school
 and running three times a week until his illness.  He was
 knowledgeable in music, art, and literature; fluent in German,
 Russian, French, and Hungarian.  He was an avid gardener,
 delighting in planting trees.

He translated articles and books from the German Trotskyist press
 for the information and education of Socialists in the
 English-Speaking world, and, even while struggling with cancer,
 three weeks before his death he finished modernizing a new
 English translation of Trotsky's _Transitional Program_ from
 Russian and German.

Bill is survived by his wife, Jean T. Brust; daughter Cynthia
 Moore; sons Leo Brust and Steven Brust; grandchildren Corwin
 Brust, Andrea Moore, Aliera Brust, Carolyn Brust, Antonia Brust,
 and Kenny Moore; and sisters Lillian Kuehn and Charlotte Appel.

The family is starting a memorial fund to see that his writings
 and translations remain in print.  Memorials may be sent to the
 following address: Bill Brust Memorial Publication Fund, in care
 of Labor Publications, PO Box 33023, Detroit, MI. 48232.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 91 03:38:40 GMT
From: mute@wpi.wpi.edu (Existentialist Man! )
Subject: Re: Xenocide (POSSIBLE SPOILERS)

mapapanikola@amherst.bitnet (Matthew A. Papanikolas) writes:
>Does anyone have any opinions on Card's _Xenocide_.  I haven't been able
>to read it yet (since it's in hardback), but I was wondering how it
>compares to _Ender's Game_ and _Speaker for the Dead_ so I could see what
>I had to look forward to.

I thought it was great, and surpassed _Speaker for the Dead_ by quite a
lot. (_Ender's Game_ is still the best...). It went a bit quicker than
SftD, which I thought dragged a bit in places. The characters are the same
characters (but older and a bit wiser, in most cases...)  that they used to
be, and the new characters, the God-Spoken, are quite well-developed, as is
their culture. My only minor complaint is with the ending.

SPOILERS follow

I thought that the "Whatever you envision becomes reality" bit at the end
was just a tad bit cheesy. I can live with the instantaneous travel through
the ansible connections, which was dealt with fairly believably, I thought,
but the "Oh look- not only is the cripple healed, but we came back with a
couple of other passengers and some really nifty micro-organisms" bit just
went a bit far...

mute@wpi.wpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 91 12:37:32 GMT
From: IO80035@maine.maine.edu
Subject: GARDENS OF RAMA

I am very curious of personal opinions if and when anyone reads GARDENS OF
RAMA.  I read the other RAMA books and still haven't made up my mind if
Gentry Lee is an asset or a hindrance of Arthur C. Clarke.

Even though he did not write RENDEVOUS WITH RAMA he did help write RAMA II
as well as CRADLE.  I think that Clarke is one of the finest writers in
the world, and even though I didn't care for CRADLE, I did think that RAMA
II was outstanding.  So, if anyone cares to offer an opinion on the work of
the Clarke/Lee team or has read RAMA II, please don't be shy.  Speak up.

Butch

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 91 13:46:23 GMT
From: dup@nyquist.ee.wits.ac.za (M du Plessis)
Subject: Thomas Covenant

Reactions to Stephen Donaldson's `Chronicles of the Unbeliever' seem to be
unusually gender specific. Or so I have found. A group of us has found
that, while men tend either to enjoy the series or not, the way most
fantasy series do, none of us knows a woman who has not read the first book
in the series (`Lord Foul's Bane') and condemned the series a waste of time
or worse, largely or entirely because she has found Covenant, leprous and
hung-up about his impotence as he is, the epitome of all that is
unadmirable in a fantasy hero. IS THERE A WOMAN OUT THERE WHO LIKES THOMAS
COVENANT? I have more than once heard it suggested that you have to be a
man to admite him, and we'd be interested to know if this is true.  Please
answer as news rather than mail.  Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Sep 91 09:27:21 GMT
From: sheepsqueezer@kcbbs.gen.nz (Colin Jones)
Subject: Thomas Covenant

Perhaps the male/female difference in liking the series could be put down
to his raping the girl and still not being a bad guy. As men we can
understand the forces driving him to the act and his self-loathing when he
realises what he's done, which for a woman I would imagine would be a great
deal harder to empathise with, especially as she would be driven rather to
empathise with the girl's anguish.

Okay, flame away! I can take it... :-/

Sheepsqueezer@kcbbs.gen.nz

------------------------------

Date: 16 Sep 91 21:16:48 GMT
From: LJU@cornellc.cit.cornell.edu (Laura)
Subject: Servant of the Empire in paperback?

  I noticed _Mistress of the Empire_ by Feist and Wurts on the recent list
of forthcoming books, which is good, but I haven't yet seen a paperback
copy of the previous book, _Servant of the Empire_, though I've watched the
bookstores diligently. What gives? Has this book been out for a while and
we just haven't gotten it yet? (I didn't think Ithaca was _that_
isolated!!)

Thanks for any info.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 91 02:26:41 GMT
From: jdeitch@umiami.ir.miami.edu
Subject: Re: Servant of the Empire in paperback?

LJU@CORNELLC.CIT.CORNELL.EDU (Laura) writes:
>   I noticed _Mistress of the Empire_ by Feist and Wurts on the recent
> list of forthcoming books, which is good, but I haven't yet seen a
> paperback copy of the previous book, _Servant of the Empire_, though I've
> watched the bookstores diligently. What gives? Has this book been out for
> a while and we just haven't gotten it yet? (I didn't think Ithaca was
> _that_ isolated!!)
> 
> Thanks for any info.

No, you're not seeing things.  It hasn't shown up here in Miami yet,
either.

Hopefully, Del-Rey (I believe that's the publisher) will follow their usual
method and put Servant in paperback right before or right around when
Mistress comes out.

'til later ...

Jonathan
jdeitch@umiami.miami.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 91 18:16:20 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Subject: Re: Servant of the Empire in paperback?

LJU@CORNELLC.CIT.CORNELL.EDU (Laura) writes:
>   I noticed _Mistress of the Empire_ by Feist and Wurts on the recent
> list of forthcoming books, which is good, but I haven't yet seen a
> paperback copy of the previous book, _Servant of the Empire_, though I've
> watched the bookstores diligently. What gives? Has this book been out for
> a while and we just haven't gotten it yet? (I didn't think Ithaca was
> _that_ isolated!!)

 It's been published before in paperback; it may currently be out of print.
I recall seeing it two or three years ago.

The original hardback was published, what, 1984?

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 91 14:12:00 GMT
From: levine%351m.DECnet@scfb.nwc.navy.mil ("351M::LEVINE")
Subject: re: "The Great Explosion"

   In a recent inquiry (which I did not save at the time), a reader
inquired about a book that told the story of a space ship that visited four
different worlds. In looking through my library, I found the following:
   "The Great Explosion" by Erik Frank Russel, Published by Torquil in
1962. Library of Congress number 62-17824. The story takes place some 400
years after "The Great Explosion" of settlers to other solar systems and
this is the story of one ship going out to recontact four of them. The book
is a satire about the Earth Bureaucracy. The four worlds are:
   1. Thieves' world (forcibly settled by convicts)
   2. Hygenia (settled by Health faddists and nudists)
   3. ??? ( settled by a persecuted religious cult that died out)
   4. Gand's world ( settled by "various dissidents", follow
      the teachings of Gandi)

Nearly half the book takes place on the last planet, Gand's world

Michael N. LeVine
Naval Weapons Center
China Lake, Ca 93555, USA
levine%fidler.decnet@scfb.nwc.navy.mil

------------------------------

Date: 16 Sep 91 20:11:48 GMT
From: YOURAA%morekypr@cunyvm.cuny.edu
Subject: Alternate Histories involving the Civil War

   In S. M. Stirling's Draka books, it is mentioned that the Draka backed
the Confederacy, and one of the characters thinks about one of his
ancestors having been an infantryman who "faced the Confederate armor at
Shiloh."
   Though, of course, in that world, the South still lost - it just took
much longer and was much bloodier.

Al Yourkonis
YOURAA@MOREKYPR.BITNET

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Butler (3 msgs) & Jordan (3 msgs) & Laumer &
                   London (4 msgs) & McCaffrey (2 msgs) &
                   Niven (2 msgs)  & Panshin (4 msgs) &
                   Shatner

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 91 16:23:13 GMT
From: neutron!lnh@eda.teradyne.com (sometimes a Wombat)
Subject: Octavia Butler/Patternist query

So, finally got around to reading _Wild Seed_ by Octavia Butler.  Very
good; finished it in one day.  Back cover blurb on the Questar paperback
edition is misleading, but so are most.

One question: a blurb on the front cover says it's a Patternist novel.
What are the others?  Are they readily available, or should I start a
letter campaign to Questar to reprint the rest?

Larry Hammer
LNH@albert.physics.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 91 17:00:26 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Octavia Butler/Patternist query

lnh@albert.physics.arizona.edu writes:
>One question: a blurb on the front cover says it's a Patternist novel.
>What are the others?  Are they readily available, or should I start a
>letter campaign to Questar to reprint the rest?

Wild Seed and Mind of My Mind give the 'historical' background to
Patternmaster.  Clay's Ark is nominally in the series, in that it answers
an interesting but irrelevant question about Patternmaster.

I don't know whether they're still in print, but they're not *that* hard to
find used.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 91 20:45:34 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: Octavia Butler/Patternist query

dani@netcom.COM (Dani Zweig) writes:
>lnh@albert.physics.arizona.edu writes:
>>One question: a blurb on the front cover says it's a Patternist novel.
>>What are the others?  Are they readily available, or should I start a
>>letter campaign to Questar to reprint the rest?
>
>Wild Seed and Mind of My Mind give the 'historical' background to
>Patternmaster.  Clay's Ark is nominally in the series, in that it answers
>an interesting but irrelevant question about Patternmaster.

   There's one more: Survivor. Not her best book and the only real points
of connection are the nature of their FTL drive and the reason why colonies
don't communicate with Earth.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 91 02:26:27 GMT
From: jhawk@panix.com (John Hawkinson)
Subject: FYI, _The_Dragon_Reborn_, is out

Subject says it all. For your information, the new Robert Jordan book, 3rd
in The_Wheel_Of_Time and the next book after The_Great_Hunt is now out. I
don't have it (am in the process...) but y'all might want to know.

John Hawkinson
jhawk@panix.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 91 13:47:08 GMT
From: ttevans@phoenix.princeton.edu (Tyler T. Evans)
Subject: The_Wheel_of_Time : Robert Jordan

Did any action occur in the second book? I thought the first one, The Eye
of the World could have been cut down to about 200 pages. Is there any
reason for me to continue this drawn-out series? I was particularly
disappointed when the main character (The Dragon Reborn - whatever his name
was) fought the evil guy (once again I forget names). I thought it was
pathetic as far as confrontations go! IMHO.

Tyler Evans

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 91 22:59:10 GMT
From: ferring@ms.uky.edu (William Ferring |  ferring@ms.uky.edu)
Subject: Re: The_Wheel_of_Time : Robert Jordan

ttevans@phoenix.Princeton.EDU (Tyler T. Evans) writes:

>Did any action occur in the second book? I thought the first one, The Eye
>of the World could have been cut down to about 200 pages. Is there any
>reason for me to continue this drawn-out series? I was particularly
>disappointed when the main character (The Dragon Reborn - whatever his
>name was) fought the evil guy (once again I forget names). I thought it
>was pathetic as far as confrontations go! IMHO.

Gee, I liked the Great Hunt better the Eye of The World. But then again, I
guess I like a descriptive book. Something about 200 pages of hack&slash
that make me sick. If you thought The Great Hunt was too long, heaven
forbid you read anything by Tad Williams or Stephen R. Donaldson.  Then
again, there are a large number of people that hate Donaldson's style that
like to read long books.

Have you even read the Lord of The Rings? I mean, there are some books with
a lot of pages without a lot of action.  Of course, maybe I just like to
see the characters develop.  If you hated the first two books, you'll
probably dislike the rest of the series as well.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 91 23:53:23 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Subject: Retief book

I recently purchased a book: _Retief: Ambassador to Space_ which was not on
the posted list of Retief books.  All of the stories appear in other
collections.  Here is a listing:

Retief: Ambassador to Space, 1969, pp190 - ISBN 425-01829-6
 Giant Killer
 Forbidden City, The
 Grime and Punishment
 Dam Nuisance
 Trick or Treaty
 Forest in the Sky, The
 Truce or Consequences

All are listed copyright Galaxy Publishing Corporation.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 91 15:48:38 GMT
From: Crawford_Kilian@mindlink.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian)
Subject: "Earth Abides" and Jack London

jao@megatest.UUCP writes:
> Am I the only person alive who has read The Scarlet Plague?  It's out of
> print, sure, but its not _that_ hard to find.  

As I've also posted a reference to Scarlet Plague, John is not entirely
alone.  And while we're thinking of London's SF, has anyone read The Iron
Heel? He wrote it about 1908, and in it he portrays a capitalist takeover
of the US after the 1912 presidential elections with a violent proletarian
uprising, the Chicago Commune. The writing is pretty clumsy, but as a
vision of fascism it's brilliant; London also worked out the details of
life in a revolutionary underground movement. Books like 1984 may owe more
to it than we recognize.

------------------------------

Date: 15 Sep 91 17:16:08 GMT
From: kfree@pnet01.cts.com (Kenneth Freeman)
Subject: Jack London's SF

Crawford_Kilian@mindlink.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian) writes:
> jao@megatest.UUCP writes:
>> Am I the only person alive who has read The Scarlet Plague?  It's out of
>> print, sure, but its not _that_ hard to find.
>
>As I've also posted a reference to Scarlet Plague, John is not entirely
>alone.  And while we're thinking of London's SF, has anyone read The Iron
>Heel? He wrote it about 1908, and in it he portrays a capitalist takeover
>of the US after the 1912 presidential elections with a violent
>proletarian uprising, the Chicago Commune. The writing is pretty clumsy,
>but as a vision of fascism it's brilliant; London also worked out the
>details of life in a revolutionary underground movement. Books like 1984
>may owe more to it than we recognize.
 
Heheheh, for decades Jack London has been the most widely read American
author in what was... the U.S.S.R.! Also, he wrote a novellete with a
reincarnation/spiritualist theme; he was quite the vitalist.

UUCP: {hplabs!hp-sdd ucsd nosc}!crash!pnet01!kfree
ARPA: crash!pnet01!kfree@nosc.mil
INET: kfree@pnet01.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Sep 91 20:17:35 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Jack London's SF

kfree@pnet01.cts.com (Kenneth Freeman) says:
>Heheheh, for decades Jack London has been the most widely read American
>author in what was... the U.S.S.R.! Also, he wrote a novellete with a
>reincarnation/spiritualist theme;

Would you be thinking of The Star Rover by that?  It's more than a
novelette.  Or is there yet another work about reincarnation?  (I'm not
sure if I'm remembering Star Rover right - it's been 25 years since I read
it.)

>he was quite the vitalist.

Vitalist?  Do we mean the same thing by this word?  Believer in some sort
of "life force", or follower of Bergson, perhaps?  Please expand (perhaps
in rec.arts.books, if this gets afield from SF too much).

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Sep 91 21:43:51 GMT
From: optilink!cramer@uunet.uu.net (Clayton Cramer)
Subject: Jack London's Unacknowledged Influence

It does seem like an awful lot of London's novels were powerful influences
on the 20th century.  I read _The Iron Heel_ recently; the jacket asserts
that this was where Orwell got the idea to write _1984_.  It's not what I
consider a GREAT novel, but it's at least a real novel, unlike, say, Edward
Bellamy's _Looking Backward_, which is a democratic socialist utopian
tract, with a thinly disguised story wrapped around it.

For those of you haven't read either one - they are worth reading for what
they tell us about the two predominant variants of 19th century Marxism:
the revolutionary model, as typified by _The Iron Heel_, and the democratic
socialist model, in _Looking Backward_.

_The Iron Heel_ tells the story of what happens when the capitalist classes
go all out to suppress the proletariat of America, and the resulting urban
warfare, underground political movements, and guerilla warfare.  There's
also a very frightening explication of how a person of wealth becomes
suddenly impoverished when he takes a public stand against the capitalists;
the same essential mechanism appears in Trevanian's _Shibumi_ (which is a
much better novel, in the paranoid framework, than _The Iron Heel_).  To
its credit, _The Iron Heel_ is a rousing adventure, and contains a few
interesting footnotes concerning the rapid concentration of power
associated with the National Guard Act of 1903.

_Looking Backward_, on the other hand, is a story of a man who falls into a
trance in 1887, and wakes up the year 2000, with the whole world
transformed peacefully and democratically into a socialist utopia.  The
nation is organized as an industrial army, with the generals of the various
trade armies elected.  All instructions for what to make, and in what
quantities, come from the top of bureaucracy.  All property is in the hands
of the state, except for whatever personal effects you desire -and of
course, very, very few people desire more than they really need.
Prostitution, murder, robbery, and all the crimes of the 19th century have
so disappeared because of the rise of socialism that jails and police are
extremely rare.  Everyone eats together in large communal mess halls,
because it's more efficient, and everyone prefers the socialability of it
all.  It's worth reading, simply because of what it says about how poorly
predictive of the reality of socialism it was.

You can clearly see in the wraparound, disposable plot where H.G. Wells
somewhat dystopian _When The Sleeper Awakes_ came from, as well as a number
of considerably less impressive works on the same, "Person gets hypnotized,
wakes up a hundred years later" idea.

Clayton E. Cramer
{uunet,pyramid}!optilink!cramer

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 91 02:51:53 GMT
From: jsbell@acs.ucalgary.ca (Joshua Bell)
Subject: All the Weyrs of Pern

According to my local sf-book store, _All_the_Weyrs_of_Pern_ by Anne
McCaffrey is due out in hardcover in December.

Anyone have any poop on this?

Joshua
Academic Computing Services      
University of Calgary, Canada   
jsbell@acs.ucalgary.ca
bellj@cpsc.ucalgary.ca

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 91 23:27:04 GMT
From: fscem1@acad3.alaska.edu
Subject: Re: All the Wyers of Pern

I heard a rumor around six months ago dealing with the next Pern book...  I
hadn't heard any titles, but rumor had it that Earth finally gets back in
contact with Pern, likes what it sees, and tries to take over the planet,
which the Pernese don't appreciate in the least.  Apparently Earth landed a
ship on the surface, and the queen dragons got together, picked it up, and
popped it _between_, leaving the Earthmen to F'lar and Lessa's tender
mercies...

I have NO idea if that's accurate, but I think it would make a good story!
*grin*

Cheers, Catie

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 91 01:54:13 GMT
From: mjbarkl@pacbell.com (Michael Barkley)
Subject: N-Space

I was intrigued by the comment in N-space that they whacked 20% or so out
of the finished _Lucifer's Hammer_ for publication.

Well, Larry, now that Stephen King can get the full length _The Stand_
published, don't you think it's time to give it a try with _HAMMER_?

I'd sure like to read the original.

Mike Barkley
209/823-4817

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 91 16:43:02 GMT
From: howie@ssc-vax.boeing.com (Cfarer @ 'Realities R Us')
Subject: Re: Niven

J_DELANO@UNHH.UNH.EDU writes:
> Could someone who has read Man-Kzin Wars IV put those two stories in the
> order that would be during the Wars.

I just finished "Survivor" and just started "The Man Who Would Be Kzin".
The former follows/parallels "Courtship Rite" and Pournelle's stories.  It
mostly occurs at the end of the Man-Kzin War period, as evidenced by the
appearance of the Hyperdrive ships, though Kingsley's descriptions of it
differ from Niven's traditional descriptions (the business of needing a
half-hour to make a "jump" to hyperspace, etc.).

INTERNET: h.modell@ieee.org
UUCP: uw-beaver!bcsaic!ssc-bee!howie

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 91 02:35:14 GMT
From: wlinden@panix.com (Will Linden)
Subject: Panshin/Villiers

eppstein@wormwood.ics.uci.edu (David Eppstein) writes:
>by Alexei Panshin.  The first is titled _The_Thurb_Revolution_, and there
>are two others the names of which escape me at present.
  I. Star Well
  II. The Thurb Revolution
  III. Masque World.
>This series again has an open ending presaging upcoming nuptuals on the
>planet at an empire's heart, but alas it seems the fourth book,
>_The_Universal_Pantograph_, was never published.

 Apparently there were supposed to be seven; at least, LOCUS reported that
he had contracted a series of that length.

Will Linden
Internet: wlinden@panix.com
UUCP: ...cmcl2!panix!wlinden

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 91 16:18:53 GMT
From: markl@us.oracle.com (Croaker the Physician)
Subject: Re: WJ Williams' _Crown_Jewels_ and _Crystal_Shard_

eppstein@wormwood.ics.uci.edu (David Eppstein) writes:
>If you liked these, you should try the Villiers novels by Alexei Panshin.
>The first is titled _The_Thurb_Revolution_, and there are two others the
>names of which escape me at present.  This series again has an open ending
>presaging upcoming nuptuals on the planet at an empire's heart, but alas
>it seems the fourth book, _The_Universal_Pantograph_, was never published.

Actually _Star Well_ is the first, followed by _TTR_ and then _Masque
World_.  To tell you the truth, I liked Williams' books better.  Panshin
has a lovely dry wit and way with language in the Villiers books, but the
plots always seemed to me to be thin.  Williams, on the other hand, came
close to Panshin with the language, but I felt the plotting was a lot
better.  I too am hoping that another one comes out Real Soon Now.

Mark L. Lambert
Architecture Group
Network Products Division
Oracle Corporation
400 Oracle Pkwy, 10th floor
Redwood Shores, CA 94065
Internet: markl@us.oracle.com
UUCP: ...uunet!oracle!markl

------------------------------

Date: 16 Sep 91 14:45:35 GMT
From: JAHB@ns.cc.lehigh.edu (Jennifer A. Heise)
Subject: Panshin's _RITE_OF_PASSAGE_

Did anybody who has read both note a similarity between _Rite_of_Passage_
and C.J. Cherryh's _Cyteen_?

Jennifer Heise
Reference Dept.
Fairchild-Martindale Libraries #8A       
Lehigh University
Bethlehem, PA 18015
(215)758-3072
Bitnet: jahb@lehigh
Internet: jahb@ns.cc.lehigh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 91 08:05:11 GMT
From: dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton)
Subject: Panshin's _RITE_OF_PASSAGE_ + _Cyteen_

Jennifer A. Heise writes:
> Did anybody who has read both note a similarity between _Rite_of_Passage_
> and C.J. Cherryh's _Cyteen_?

No.

I remember reading _Rite of Passage_ way back in the early seventies. When
I moved into a fannish group-house in 1979, I mentioned the book, thinking
it was by Heinlein [:-)], and someone dragged out their copy of the book.
It was somewhat less than the brilliant novel I remembered it, but
nevertheless, it is worth reading.

_Cyteen_ is a lot better.  Cherryh brings a whole slew of stuff together
from her earlier works [notably _40,000 in Gehenna_, a book that I
positively loathed!].  Any similarity between the two books can't be more
than statistical anomoly, IMHO.

[I dearly hope to find out who borrowed my hardcover copy of Cyteen.  :-(]


David Andrew Clayton
Canberra, Australia 
munnari!labtam!eyrie!prolix!dac      
prolix!dac%eyrie@labtam.oz.au      
dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au      
prolix!dac@sserve.cc.adfa.oz.au      

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 91 01:27:56 GMT
From: CWILBUR@bowdoin.edu (Charlton Wilbur)
Subject: RE: William Shatner

I had to force myself through Shatner's _TekLords_. It was the most boring
book I've ever finished. He was a terrific Captain Kirk, he was a passable
TJ Hooker, but he'll never make a good author.

Charlton Wilbur
CWILBUR@BOWDOIN.BITNET

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Lackey (2 msgs) & McKillip & Smith (5 msgs) &
                   Steele & Tepper (6 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 91 18:00:03 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Lackey:  Jinx High

In a reversal of the critical cliche, Lackey has taken a story which might
have been new and fresh and turned it into generic occult horror.  The
things which made her earlier Tregarde novels a pleasure to read reside
here only as a thin patina over some tired and nasty cliches.

There's the teenaged witch: Nominally she's a three-hundred-year-old
sorceress in a teenaged body, who needs pain and sex as a source of power.
If we concentrate on that fact hard enough, we might ignore the fact that
all her efforts seem to be concentrated on a hackneyed set of 'enemies' the
girl who beat her in a beauty contest, the girl who moved in on her
boyfriend...

Under a surface rationalization about the consequences of knowingly doing
evil, the effective equation turns out to be that people who have sex are
the legitimate prey of demons.  The sorceress has even, in the past, kept
girls from being 'corrupted' by causing the onset of puberty to be delayed
till the age of eighteen or so.

Diane Tregarde herself faces little real challenge in this book.  The story
is a triumphal progress in the course of which she gets to strut her stuff
and show how far superior she is to her enemy.  This is a self-indulgent
sort of writing which is often typified by the peripheral involvement of
characters from earlier books or stories which we also see here.  The fact
that Tregarde is also a witch, in earlier books a central part of her
characterization, barely survives here as a conversation piece.

In a final triumph of the generic, we have a surprise ending which is
surprising only in the extent to which it is inconsistent with everything
we've been told about the sorceress.

Do you get the feeling I found this book a disappointment?  I opined, some
weeks ago, that I didn't believe Lackey had the ability to turn out four
good books a year.  I seem to have been right.  Two stars out of five.  If
you like this sort of thing.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Sep 91 21:16:05 GMT
From: kfree@pnet01.cts.com (Kenneth Freeman)
Subject: Re: Lackey:  Jinx High

Witches are convenient. Enticement, spell, fascinate, and glamour are
romantic words from witchcraft. Lackey is the latest in a long line of
panderers. /shrug.

UUCP: {hplabs!hp-sdd ucsd nosc}!crash!pnet01!kfree
ARPA: crash!pnet01!kfree@nosc.mil
INET: kfree@pnet01.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 91 16:23:24 GMT
From: neutron!lnh@eda.teradyne.com (sometimes a Wombat)
Subject: Re: McKillip's _Fool's Run_

rjensen@jarthur.claremont.edu (Rebekah J. Jensen) writes:
>james@muppet.dnet.ge.com writes:
>>What other SF has McKillip written?
>McKillip has written another series (_Moonflash_ and _Moon and the Face_)
>which are more SF than fantasy, but have elements of both.  These two
>books are make a very unique and interesting series and I think would
>appeal to a SF reader.  The rest of what she has written so far are mainly
>fantasy (It's hard to have pure fantasy or pure science fiction IMHO).
>They are, however, not typical fantasy and definitely are worth reading.
>BTW, if you liked her _Riddle Master_ series, you might enjoy her latest
>book, _The Sorceress and the Signet_.

Oy, you're forgetting _The Changeling Sea_, which I rather liked.

Larry Hammer
LNH@albert.physics.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 91 07:57:48 GMT
From: cirby@vaxb.acs.unt.edu
Subject: Cordwainer Smith

J_DELANO@UNHH.UNH.EDU writes:
> I saw a book by Cordwainer Smith called _Quest of the Three Worlds_.  I
> thought this was part of the Cashier O'Neill series, indeed, I saw his
> name on the back, but in _The Instrumentality of Mankind_ they list the
> four Cashier O'Neill books as _On the Gem Planet_, _On the Storm Planet_,
> _On the Sand Planet_, _THree to a Given Star_.  Are those not books, but
> short stories, and thus _QftTW_ is a collection of them? Someone who read
> it, but not the others, was confused by it.  What's the story?

_Quest of the Three Worlds_ *is* a collection of the Casher O'Neill
stories, and all four stories are included in my copy (Del Rey, 1978).

Note: If anyone out there is reading this message, and you've never read
any Cordwainer Smith books, DO SO!  His stories contain a magic that is
seldom seen in the latter part of the twentieth century.  _Norstrilia_
alone is worth the entire output of every author of the last ten years...

( 1/4 ;-)

C Irby
cirby@vaxb.acs.unt.edu
cirby@untvax

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 91 19:13:09 GMT
From: todd@reed.edu (Todd Ellner)
Subject: Re: Cordwainer Smith

cirby@vaxb.acs.unt.edu writes:
>Note: If anyone out there is reading this message, and you've never read
>any Cordwainer Smith books, DO SO!  His stories contain a magic that is
>seldom seen in the latter part of the twentieth century.  _Norstrilia_
>alone is worth the entire output of every author of the last ten years...

Particularly if you can get the two books that were badly welded together
to make _Norstrilia_. Those two wonderful volumes are _The Planet Buyer_
and _The Underpeople_. Absolutely brilliant stuff. It's not SF, but you
might also check out hi (classic) text on psychological warfare and his
books on Chinese culture under his real name of Paul Linebarger.

Todd Ellner
...tektronix!reed!todd
todd@reed.BITNET
todd@reed.UUCP

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 91 23:13:12 GMT
From: gwangung@milton.u.washington.edu (Just another theatre geek.....)
Subject: Re: Cordwainer Smith

todd@reed.edu (Todd Ellner) writes:
>Particularly if you can get the two books that were badly welded together
>to make _Norstrilia_.

That's funny.  In all the notes I read, the book started out originally as
NORSTRILLIA and was hacked apart later.

Roger Tang
gwangung@milton.u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 91 00:21:18 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Cordwainer Smith

todd@reed.edu (Todd Ellner) says:
>Particularly if you can get the two books that were badly welded together
>to make _Norstrilia_. Those two wonderful volumes are _The Planet Buyer_
>and _The Underpeople_.

Whoops.  This is backwards.  Norstrilia was the original, and it wasn't
welded together but wrenched apart into The Planet Buyer and The
Underpeople.  I'm curious to know what you thought was an improvement in
the two-book version.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 91 15:08:10 GMT
From: tgg@otter.hpl.hp.com (Tom Gardner)
Subject: Re: Cordwainer Smith

>Note: If anyone out there is reading this message, and you've never read
>any Cordwainer Smith books, DO SO!  His stories contain a magic that is
>seldom seen in the latter part of the twentieth century.  _Norstrilia_
>alone is worth the entire output of every author of the last ten years...

I disagree. His _short_ stories are worth the entire output of every author
of the last ten years, but for me Norstrilia's main interest is in the way
it fits into his universe...

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 91 14:37:14 GMT
From: dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton)
Subject: Re: Allen Steele, errors in _Clarke County, Space_

> So after hearing all kinds of great stuff about Allen Steele, I started
> _Clarke County, Space_ last night. Seems OK so far, EXCEPT for one thing:

Only *one* thing? :-) [Pardon my 'burnt twice, and I want everyone to know
about it' attitude]

> I wouldn't normally pick such nits, except that this guy has been
> heralded as the next Heinlein, the next Clarke. Well, as far as I'm
> concerned he won't

"As the next putz." But that's only my opinion.

> Will I find more such errors in Steele's writing? What about his
> descriptions of the space colony's structure? Are they basically correct?

I'm not going to commment on _Clarke County, Space_, but his first book
_Orbital Decay_ was even worse.  Schlock.  Unless you're into recreational
drugs and Grateful Dead musak.

Loud raspberries all around. 

But you knew that, eh!

David Andrew Clayton
Canberra, Australia
munnari!labtam!eyrie!prolix!dac
prolix!dac%eyrie@labtam.oz.au
dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au
prolix!dac@sserve.cc.adfa.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 16 Sep 91 12:49:51 GMT
From: kasprj@operators.its.rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Subject: Sheri S. Tepper's _Raising The Stones_

FAIR WARNING: for those who want to avoid SPOILERS, this article's
probably going to be loaded with them.
 
Anyhow, I hope this hasn't all been hashed out before I started reading
again. But having just finished _Raising The Stones_, I had a few
observations which I couldn't resist tossing out to the net.public.
 
One of the first things that struck me about this book, having read _Grass_
a few months back, was the impression that Tepper is recycling plot
material. Let's see: humans colonize a planet formerly inhabited by an
alien civilization. Something starts messing with the humans' minds.
Subplot: a strong woman battles a fanatic theocracy. Hmm, where have I read
this before?
 
Given that, the parts about the Baidee and their Prophetess were rather
amusing. Nice way of connecting the two books without being heavy-handed
about it. That's one thing I'll grant Tepper: the expository passages don't
sound as artificial as those in many SF novels. And there isn't too much
space wasted on needless nuts-and-bolts descriptions (for example:
interplanetary travel is by Door. We never find out exactly how or why the
Doors work, but we don't need to).
 
However, some of the points that Tepper tries to drive home in this book
_do_ seem heavy-handed. A great many words are spent in trashing the whole
concept of fatherhood, personified by the Voorstoders and Sam Girat's
father. I don't know if Tepper is drawing on personal experience, but not
all of us had fathers as warped as Phaed Girat. Tepper seems to want to use
this single example as an illustration of why patriarchal society is a Bad
Thing. Now, patriarchism can stand some criticism, but I think Tepper goes
way too far in saying that having a father is a bad experience for men.
 
For that matter, by the end of the book it's pretty clear that Tepper's
message is, "Men are too mean and nasty to be allowed to run things. Let
the women be in charge and everything will be nice." Again, male supremacy
deserves some attacks, but I think that Tepper has gone too far in the
other direction.
 
To Tepper's credit, the book is not an exercise in male-bashing.  There are
many strong and competent characters of both sexes and a wide range of
ages. Even Sam Girat shows admirable qualities which don't seem to be
inspired by his misguided quest for heroism - the scene where he
tranquilizes the berserk worker at risk to his own life rather than
crippling him shows that Sam really does have the best interests of others
at heart. Given Tepper's fair treatment of her characters, this makes it
all the more surprising to me that the book's underlying message contains
such a strong condemnation of the traditional patriarchal male.
 
Some of the book's other themes are things I agree with and find quite
laudable. The idea of the Voorstoders seeing people, planets and the entire
Universe as things to be used up and thrown away was a nice bit of
commentary. If Tepper had to preach, I wish she'd have preached more
against this aspect of the Voorstoders and less against their patriarchism.
 
Also, I find it quite refreshing to notice that virtually all of the
conflicts in the story are solved in non-violent manners.  Tepper made it
clear that violence was an option that was available, but each time it
could have been used, an alternative was found which did a better job of
solving the problem. Now, of course sometimes violent conflict _is_
necessary. But there are plenty of other books out there, especially in the
sf world, which show us how that can work. Books like this which point out
alternatives are far too few.
 
So overall, did I enjoy the book? Yes. I found it to be a good read,
despite its flaws, and I'm eagerly looking forward to Tepper's next sf
novel. It was frustrating to see ideas that I agree with juxtaposed with
some that I thought were way off base, but if Tepper's objective was to
make people sit up and think about certain assumptions they've held, well
then, this book certainly accomplished that.
 
Jim Kasprzak
RPI, Troy, NY, USA
kasprj@rpi.edu
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 16 Sep 91 14:52:31 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Sheri S. Tepper's _Raising The Stones_

kasprj@operators.its.rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak):
>For that matter, by the end of the book it's pretty clear that Tepper's
>message is, "Men are too mean and nasty to be allowed to run things. Let
>the women be in charge and everything will be nice." Again, male supremacy
>deserves some attacks, but...

My interpretation of Tepper's message was "Think about it: If it looks like
a God and acts like a God...does that make it a God?"

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 91 02:59:09 GMT
From: RMG3@psuvm.psu.edu
Subject: Re: Sheri S. Tepper's _Raising The Stones_

kasprj@operators.its.rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak) says:
>For that matter, by the end of the book it's pretty clear that Tepper's
>message is, "Men are too mean and nasty to be allowed to run things. Let
>the women be in charge and everything will be nice." Again, male supremacy
>deserves some attacks, but

Try _The Gate to Women's Country_ by Tepper also. The above comment about
Tepper's inferred message serves as the fundamental plot device.  (I leave
it to the reader to decide if the story is to be taken as a good or bad
example of a matriarchal implementation of the sentiment.)

Bob Grumbine

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 91 19:22:29 GMT
From: flee@cs.psu.edu (Felix Lee)
Subject: Re: Sheri S. Tepper's _Raising The Stones_

I don't think _Raising the Stones_ has any simplistic message.  The book is
too rich to be distilled into a single line prescription.  And certainly
not "Men are too nasty to run things."

The central theme seems to be the one implied by the title: the uncovering
of myths and legends, exposing them to light.

The gods on Hobbs Land are one aspect of this.  The things that Birribat
Shum does, providing guidance, protection, and comfort, are what a real,
personal god would do if one existed.  This is contrasted with the myths of
Voorstod and the High Baidee.

The form of the god, dug out of the ground like a turnip, is a subsidiary
theme, the confusion of form and substance.
  "I was thinking the Baidee are right in some ways," she said.  "They
  say only our minds are us.  I think what's so terrible about death
  is that we leave this behind.  If when we died, we just vanished,
  like a spark of light, it would be better.  Then we would realize
  better what we are.  Instead we worry about bodies.  We think about
  bodies.  I see this woman lying so still with this baby and it makes
  me want to cry."

And this is also an aspect of the central theme, the relationship between
the form of heroism as told in myths and the reality of heroism, the
reality behind the stories told.

Felix Lee
flee@cs.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 91 12:27:50 GMT
From: schar@ssdvx2.mdcbbs.com
Subject: Re: Sheri S. Tepper's _Raising The Stones_ *spoilers*

dani@netcom.COM (Dani Zweig) writes:
> kasprj@operators.its.rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak):
>>For that matter, by the end of the book it's pretty clear that Tepper's
>>message is, "Men are too mean and nasty to be allowed to run things. Let
>>the women be in charge and everything will be nice." Again, male
>>supremacy deserves some attacks, but...
>
> My interpretation of Tepper's message was "Think about it: If it looks
> like a God and acts like a God...does that make it a God?"

The issue that got completely sidestepped is "by what right does The God
control the minds and will of men?"  The God, by whatever fuzzy,
ill-defined means, made the Voorstoders, as well as everyone else, "nice."
That implies mind control.  That mind control was levied upon these people
without their consent, which to me makes the God evil, no matter what its
intent.  I would like to have seen more exploration of this issue.

That's not to say I didn't like the book; I did.  But, I'll have to admit I
liked _Grass_ better.

Brian Schar
McDonnell Douglas Space Systems Company
Huntington Beach, CA
schar@ssdvax.mdcbbs.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 91 04:33:39 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Sheri S. Tepper's _Raising The Stones_ *spoilers*

schar@ssdvx2.mdcbbs.com:
>> My interpretation of Tepper's message was "Think about it: If it looks
>> like a God and acts like a God...does that make it a God?"
>
>The issue that got completely sidestepped is "by what right does The God
>control the minds and will of men?"  The God, by whatever fuzzy,
>ill-defined means, made the Voorstoders, as well as everyone else, "nice."

It wasn't side-stepped.  Tepper raises this, and related questions through
her story, and leaves them unanswered, rather than diluting the story, and
the questions, with her own answers.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Adams & Cherryh (3 msgs) & Crichton &
                       Eco (5 msgs) & Heinlein (3 msgs) & 
                       McCaffrey (2 msgs) & Orwell & Stasheff

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 23 Sep 91 03:40:39 GMT
From: ljason@wam.umd.edu (L. Jason colton)
Subject: New Hitchhiker's Guide??

Hello all.

Last year on the Larry King Show, Douglas Adams mentioned that he had
written a fifth novel in the muddled-yet-bloody-brilliant _Hitchhiker's
Guide to the Galaxy_ series.  The new novel was to be titled _Mostly
Harmless_, and he said that it would be published in Britain this fall.
Has ANYONE heard of this?  Has the illustriously dependably undependable
Mr. Adams missed yet a few more deadlines?  Oh, it's quite possible, but
Who Knows....?

I would really appreciate email on the subject, if any knowledge is out
there....

Thanks so much.

ljason@wam.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 91 01:16:11 GMT
From: kfree@pnet01.cts.com (Kenneth Freeman)
Subject: _40,000 in Gehenna_

dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton) writes:
[Deletion]
>_Cyteen_ is a lot better.  Cherryh brings a whole slew of stuff together
>from her earlier works [notably _40,000 in Gehenna_, a book that I
>positively loathed!].  Any similarity between the two books can't be more
>than statistical anomaly, IMHO.
 
Why did you loath _40,000_? Its plot, albeit downbeat, was superbly
handled, IMHO.

UUCP: {hplabs!hp-sdd ucsd nosc}!crash!pnet01!kfree
ARPA: crash!pnet01!kfree@nosc.mil
INET: kfree@pnet01.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Sep 91 11:23:11 GMT
From: dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton)
Subject: Re: _40,000 in Gehenna_

Kenneth Freeman writes:
> dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton) writes:
> [Deletion]
>>_Cyteen_ is a lot better.  Cherryh brings a whole slew of stuff together
>>from her earlier works [notably _40,000 in Gehenna_, a book that I
>>positively loathed!].
>
> Why did you loath _40,000_? 

Specifically? I couldn't tell you, since it's been such a long time since
I've read it. [Lame excuse #963 in an ongoing series].

I recall hating the book a whole lot. Like _Wave without a Shore_, which I
thought was dreck.

I loath much of Cherryh's 'fantasy', even if it is set in the same
timeline. It's weird stuff.

The books that I've really liked, by Cherryh, as as follows.

_Merchanter's Luck_, _The Pride of Chanur_, and the trilogy-sequel
_Chanur's Venture_, _The Kif Strike Back_ and _Chanur's Homecoming,
_Cyteen_.

I loathed _The Faded Sun_ trilogy, her _Merigoven Nights_ (?sp), and I'm
not even keen on the _Angels in Hell_ series [somewhat like "Thieves'
World" or "Wildcards"].

Cherryh is an author I look out for, but I steer clear of her fantasy
stories.

Dac

------------------------------

Date: 22 Sep 91 19:03:15 GMT
From: grr@cbmvax.commodore.com (George Robbins)
Subject: Re: _40,000 in Gehenna_

kfree@pnet01.cts.com (Kenneth Freeman) writes:
> dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton) writes:
> [Deletion]
>>_Cyteen_ is a lot better.  Cherryh brings a whole slew of stuff together
>>from her earlier works [notably _40,000 in Gehenna_, a book that I
>>positively loathed!].  Any similarity between the two books can't be more
>>than statistical anomoly, IMHO.
>  
> Why did you loath _40,000_? Its plot, albeit downbeat, was superbly
> handled, IMHO. 

Consider re-reading 40,000 after Cyteen.  For better or worse, a lot of the
context of 40,000 isn't detailed until you've read Cyteen and one or two
other related books.  The second time, the emphasis seems to shift from
people getting wierd in strange ways to the "humanization" of an Azi
"culture".  This is really the meat of it - intertwined exposition of the
theme of whether/how human the Azi are and whether/ how human people are
that adapt to alien races.

This issue of what consitutes humanity is central to much of Cherryh's
work.  See Serpent's Reach for another telling of the adaption to alien's
and the humanity of the Azi.  In other books, she plays with "aliens" that
are more or less human for other contrasts.  If you subtract the Star
Wars/Space Opera noise from the Chanur series, you find a (perhaps failed)
attempt to contrast the quasi-human cat critters with a range of increasing
alien and incomprehensible races.

In some her earlier works, she also expores to what extent differences in
world-view, philosophy, ideation and motivation actually "alienate"
different "human" cultures.  The Faded Sun series probes the humanity of a
"warrior" splinter culture, while the Morgaine Chronicles have two races
which consider each other less than "human", with a small cast of
individuals with attributes of each of these cultures interact at the core
of events.

George Robbins
uucp:   {uunet|pyramid|rutgers}!cbmvax!grr
domain: grr@cbmvax.commodore.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 91 02:51:08 GMT
From: rtravsky@isis.cs.du.edu (Rich Travsky)
Subject: "Jurassic Park" In Paperback Yet?

Cheap so-and-so that I am, I try not to buy hardbounds unless I have to.
Been waiting forever for "Jurassic Park" to come out in paperback. My local
bookstores have no information of a forthcoming paperback release.  Anyone
here know some inside poop? I'm getting close to breaking down and buying
it... 'Course, my birthday's coming up, and then there's Christmas, I can
always leave hints to the wife!

Rich Travsky
rtravsky@corral.uwyo.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 91 18:19:28 GMT
From: CWILBUR@bowdoin.edu (Charlton)
Subject: Foucault's Pendulum, The Name of the Rose, etc.

I found The Name of the Rose fascinating; the passage where Adso describes
the carved doors is superbly written. Foucault's Pendulum is a little
harder to get into and understand. I don't think that Eco is being
intentionally unreadable; I think he's probably quite lucid in Italian. I'm
not trying to blame the translator, but something has a hard time coming
across, and I don't think Eco is at fault. The Name of the Rose isn't
nearly as hard to read as Foucault's Pendulum.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 91 12:44:34 GMT
From: Roar.Larsen@termo.unit.no (Roar Larsen)
Subject: Re: Foucault's Pendulum, The Name of the Rose, etc.

CWILBUR@BOWDOIN.EDU (Charlton) writes:
> ... Foucault's Pendulum is a little harder to get into and understand. I
> don't think that Eco is being intentionally unreadable; I think he's
> probably quite lucid in Italian. I'm not trying to blame the translator,
> but something has a hard time coming across, and I don't think Eco is at
> fault. The Name of the Rose isn't nearly as hard to read as Foucault's
> Pendulum.

Well, if the translation process is at fault, why isn't the same problem
apparent in "The Name of the Rose"? I have no personal knowledge of the
Italian versions, but my Italian friends assure me that he's pretty
inaccessible to them as well. The only thing I know for certain, is that
the Norwegian translation of "Focault's Pendulum" is bloody unreadable!
(And to think that I paid $ 35,- for it :-( )

Roar Larsen
Trondheim, Norway

------------------------------

Date: 15 Sep 91 17:16:08 GMT
From: kfree@pnet01.cts.com (Kenneth Freeman)
Subject: Re: Foucault's Pendulum, The Name of the Rose, etc.

CWILBUR@BOWDOIN.EDU (Charlton) writes:
>I found The Name of the Rose fascinating; the passage where Adso describes
>the carved doors is superbly written. Foucault's Pendulum is a little
>harder to get into and understand. I don't think that Eco is being
>intentionally unreadable; I think he's probably quite lucid in Italian.
>I'm not trying to blame the translator, but something has a hard time
>coming across, and I don't think Eco is at fault. The Name of the Rose
>isn't nearly as hard to read as Foucault's Pendulum.
 
_Rose_ was a cogent mystery, among other things; _Pendulum_ was the
literary equivalent of _Angel Heart_ or _Jacob's Ladder_. But you may want
to track down his essays, _Travels in Hyperreality_, and contemplate that
we are living in a science fiction novel as is...

UUCP: {hplabs!hp-sdd ucsd nosc}!crash!pnet01!kfree
ARPA: crash!pnet01!kfree@nosc.mil
INET: kfree@pnet01.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Sep 91 13:02:35 GMT
From: arthurr@sol.crd.ge.com (Rick B Arthur)
Subject: Re: Foucault's Pendulum

Any suggestions for looking up the references made in Foucault's Pendulum?
(e.g. The Ten, The Assassins, etc.)?

There's only so many of the strange groups and whatnot that are in a
standard encyclopedia, particularly when he's obscure.  Maybe an occult or
supernatural encyclopedia of some sort?

Thanks.

Rick Arthur
arthurr@sol.crd.ge.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Sep 91 16:16:19 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Subject: Re: Foucault's Pendulum

Rick B Arthur@sol.crd.ge writes:
>Any suggestions for looking up the references made in Foucault's Pendulum?
>(e.g. The Ten, The Assassins, etc.)?

_A History of Secret Societies_, by Arkon Daraul. I'm not sure how much of
the _Foucault's Pendulum_ stuff it covers - the last time I saw a copy was
three years ago, and I only read _FP_ this summer.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Sep 91 17:02:00 GMT
From: 0001964967@mcimail.com (Daniel Burstein)
Subject: poem request

Robert Heinlein wrote a short story, based (loosely) in California, called
"and he built a crooked house."
  
This was a takeoff from the poem "There Was a Crooked Man" which had some
popularity at the time.  I've been unable to track the full text.

Anybody have it, or know a source?

Thanks.

Danny
dburstein@mcimail.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Sep 91 13:56:54 GMT
From: geb@dsl.pitt.edu (gordon e. banks)
Subject: Heinlein the optimist?

Recently we had a discussion over on sci.med regarding the social effects
of an "immortality pill".  I was not optimistic, and mentioned I could
envision a science fiction story about the ill-effects of such a utopia,
where only the rich and powerful were allowed to have immortality.  Someone
replied that only pessimistic SF authors would have it so, and that
optimistic outcomes were just as likely (mentioning Heinlein & Clarke
specifically). He upbraided me for using Heinlein in my .sig, saying that
Methusaleh's Children was an example of an optimistic outcome for such
technology.  I didn't interpret it quite that way, and remarked that
Heinlein certainly seemed to fit the bill of a pessimistic misanthrope.
Although he held certain talented individuals in high esteem, it seems to
me that Heinlein's view of human society as a whole is rather on the bleak
side, with an especially dim view of the established political leadership.
Is my view of this idiosyncratic, or not?  

Gordon Banks
geb@cadre.dsl.pitt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Sep 91 17:04:48 GMT
From: djheydt@garnet.berkeley.edu
Subject: Re: Heinlein the optimist?

geb@dsl.pitt.edu (Gordon E. Banks) writes:
>....  Although he held certain talented individuals in high esteem, it
>seems to me that Heinlein's view of human society as a whole is rather on
>the bleak side, with an especially dim view of the established political
>leadership.

Well, remember that Heinlein tried for a political career himself, and
failed.  It was in 1939, with his military and political careers both
washed up and himself broke, that he started writing a little science
fiction, just to buy a few groceries, and then just to get the mortgage
paid off, after which he promised to quit, and ....

So perhaps the grapes were sour when he contemplated politics; or perhaps
having been on the inside he knew in authentic detail just how messy
politics can get.

Dorothy J. Heydt
University of California, Berkeley
djheydt@garnet.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Sep 91 11:42:39 GMT
From: harwoodm@p4.cs.man.ac.uk (Malcolm J. Harwood)
Subject: Re: All the Wyers of Pern

>>I heard a rumor around six months ago dealing with the next Pern book...
>>I hadn't heard any titles, but rumor had it that Earth finally gets back
>>in contact with Pern, likes what it sees, and tries to take over the
>>planet, which the Pernese don't appreciate in the least.  Apparently
>>Earth landed a ship on the surface, and the queen dragons got together,
>>picked it up, and popped it _between_, leaving the Earthmen to F'lar and
>>Lessa's tender mercies...
>
>   Uh, *what* the....
>   What I heard was that the weyrs plan to all relocate to the Southern
>continent so that they won't be dependent on the Holds between Thread
>Passes.  I don't know whether my rumor is any better than yours, but I
>think the book'll be out before Xmas so we can all find out then.

The next Pern book *is* 'All the Weyrs of Pern' and it is out in the UK!
And it's good. I read it about a week ago, but I've only just got back to
University so I couldn't post till now.

It has nothing to do with Earth (has nobody read 'Rescue Run' in the May
(?)  edition of Analog?) but lots to do with Landing and AIVAS.

***SPOILERS!!!!***

If you want to enjoy the book it's probably not a good idea to read this,
unless your really desperate to find out what happens.

The book starts about a week or so after the end of Renegades.  AIVAS
(Artificial Intelegence Voice Activated System, I think - book's 70 miles
away at the moment!) after talking to the Riders and Lord Holders works out
a way to prevent the incursion of Thread in any future passes.  Then it/he
sets about teaching the Pernese all the things they need to know to carry
out the plan.

The 'plan' involves both altering the orbit of the Red Star and the
engineering of parasites to kill off the thread organisism within the Ort
Cloud (just to make sure).

I won't say any more (unless you really want me to) so as not to spoil the
story too much.

Malcolm J. Harwood
Department of Computer Science
University of Manchester, England
harwoodm@uk.ac.man.cs.p4

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 91 17:10:13 GMT
From: jcmorris@mwunix (Joe Morris)
Subject: Re: All the Wyers of Pern

>>>I heard a rumor around six months ago dealing with the next Pern book...
>
>>What I heard was that the weyrs plan to all relocate to the Southern
>>continent so that they won't be dependent on the Holds between Thread
>>Passes.  I don't know whether my rumor is any better than yours, but I
>>think the book'll be out before Xmas so we can all find out then.
>
>The next Pern book *is* 'All the Weyrs of Pern' and it is out in the UK!

I just checked with Crown; their system says that it's due out here in the
States on 1 December.

Joe

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 91 14:52:13 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Orwell's Influences (Re: Jack London's Unacknowledged Influence)

cramer@optilink.UUCP (Clayton Cramer) writes:
>It does seem like an awful lot of London's novels were powerful influences
>on the 20th century.  I read _The Iron Heel_ recently; the jacket asserts
>that this was where Orwell got the idea to write _1984_.  It's not what I
>consider a GREAT novel, but it's at least a real novel, unlike, say,
>Edward Bellamy's _Looking Backward_, which is a democratic socialist
>utopian tract, with a thinly disguised story wrapped around it.

   If you like 1984, it's very interesting to read Orwell's collected
letters and articles. As time, letters and book reviews go by, you can see
some of the influences on 1984: London's 'Iron Heel' Yevengy Zamiatin's
'We' and (Damn! forgot the author) a series of books about the likely form
international power-politics would take, which is where the triumvarite
power structure comes from. Actually, the last series of books is amusing,
since the author kept the basic structure in each new model, but kept
shuffling the members to include whoever was the current successful thug in
Europe.

   If you're going to read 1984, you should really read 'Homage to
Catalonia' first, IMO.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 91 05:33:13 GMT
From: sksircar@phoenix.princeton.edu (Subrata Sircar)
Subject: Review:  Warlock and Son

I don't know why I did it, but I'm not too upset that I did.  I wandered
through Waldenbooks, and picked up the latest Christopher Stasheff WARLOCK
novel, WARLOCK AND SON.  After the last one, I was sorely disappointed; it
seemed the books had slid into the Xanth realm of puns and nothing but.

This books is very different.  It is clearly the start of a longer running
theme within the stories; the resolution is barely adequate, with quite a
few plot threads left wide open.  However, it is much closer to some of the
previous books, such as THE WARLOCK ENRAGED, in theme; the characters are
not quite wooden, and can even be sympathized with.  There's more potential
here than I would have thought.  It's not a fun romp like the last one, nor
is it fantasy with a leavening of humor like THE WARLOCK IN SPITE OF
HIMSELF, but it's a little bit darker than that.  Not bad, and enough to
hold my interest for the last two hours.  Not recommended, but not panned;
about a three point five on the Sircar scale.

Subrata Sircar
sksircar@phoenix.princeton.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	    Books - Tepper & Vance & Weis & Williams (2 msgs) &
                    Star Wars Books (2 msgs) & 
                    Ultimate Guide to Science Fiction (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 91 12:08:58 GMT
From: tmd@austin.lockheed.com (Tom Davis)
Subject: Re: Sheri S. Tepper's _Raising The Stones_ (No spoilers)

Somebody wrote:
> My interpretation of Tepper's message was "Think about it: If it looks
> like a God and acts like a God...does that make it a God?"
 
Actually, the most important concept in the whole book (and the most
radical) is that of "the god that works"! Stop and think about that for a
few minutes. How many centuries has it been since ANYONE on Earth has had a
god that worked? And why do we so dociley accept the Professional Holy
Folk (of all persuasions) telling us that God works when he, she, and/or it
so obviously doesn't?

That there was a second thread in the book, the Voorstoders and their
"culture," that is strong enough to stand on its own makes this an unusual
book. Given two ideas, good ideas, at that, how many authors would resist
the temptation to make them into two books (and, of course, two sales)?

'Tis a good book: both for the story (-ies) it tells and for the ideas it
presents, it is well worth reading.

Tom Davis
tmd@austin.lockheed.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Sep 91 10:35:24 GMT
From: parmentier@visvax.physics.uiowa.edu
Subject: Results - Vance Reader Poll

   Here are the Vance reader poll results.  Thanks to all the 33 people who
went into making these lists.  I've got two lists here, those authors who
appeared on three or more peoples responses, and those that appeared on two
responses.  I've marked those with six or more with an '*', the ten of them
seem most significant, since this is over 18% of the responders.  If any of
you Vance-ofiles haven't read any of these peoples works, give something a
try.  If you've never read Vance and have read most of these ten, give
Vance a try ( hell, give Vance a try anyway :-)

 33  responders
149  SF/Fantasy/Horror authors
 54  other authors

 30  authors on three or more responses
 41  authors on two responses
132  authors on only one response

Some (IMHO) significant observations:

1) Lois Mc Master Bujold and Steven Brust are the only writers on the
three-or-more list who have been writing professionally for less than 10
years ( five or six each ), Brust ( pronounced Broost ) on 8 responses!

2) Other than Tolkien all on the three-or-more list and most on the
two-list seem to have written 10 or more books.

3) P.C. Hodgell is in the twos list even though she's written only two
books, not much exposure to make this list.

4) Given his 36% showing here, give Zelazny a try if you haven't before
regardless of other favorites or Vance fandom.

5) You might like to look for books by the long deceased authors on the
list; Piper, Russell, and whoever else.  In general, authors not currently
writing are hard to find, easy to forget, or both.

6) Very few non-SF/Fantasy/Horror authors made more than 1 persons response
of favorites, and all of these were on only two.

7) 132 authors on only one response.

Poul Anderson                   6 *
Isaac Asimov                    3
James Blaylock                  3
David Brin                      7 *
Steven Brust                    8 *
Lois McMaster Bujold            3
Orson Scott Card                4
C. J. Cherryh                   7 *
Arthur C. Clarke                3
Glen Cook                       4
L. Sprague De Camp              3
Samuel R. Delany                3
Philip K. Dick                  3
David Eddings                   3
Harlan Ellison                  3
Philip Jose Farmer              3
Robert A. Heinlein              6 *
R.A. Lafferty                   3
Ursula K. Le Guin               6 *
Larry Niven                     9 *
H. Beam Piper                   3
Tim Powers                      4
Terry Prachett                  4
Eric Frank Russell              4
Clark Ashton Smith              3
Theodore Sturgeon               3
J. R. R. Tolkien                6 *
John Varley                     3
Gene Wolfe                     10 *
Roger Zelazny                  12 *

J.G. Ballard                    Iain Banks
Alfred Bester                   Algis Budrys
Edgar Rice Burroughs            James Branch Cabell
Tom Clancy                      Hal Clement
Gordon R. Dickson               Thomas M. Disch
Stephen R. Donaldson            Lord Dunsany
Raymond E. Feist                M. A. Foster
William Gibson                  Steven Jay Gould
P. C. Hodgell                   Barry Hughart
Damon Knight                    Tanith Lee
Fritz Leiber                    R.A. Macavoy
Ed Mc Bain                      Anne Mc Caffrey
Vonda McIntyre                  Patricia McKillip
Frederic Pohl                   Thomas Pynchon
Spider Robinson                 Michael Scott Rohan
Robert Silverberg               Clifford Simak
Cordwainer Smith                Somtow Sucharitkul
Sherri Tepper                   James Tiptree, Jr.
A.E. Van Vogt                   Lawrence Watt-Evans
Weis & Hickman                  James White
Timothy Zahn

   The guilty party list ( those who responded ) included three people from
the Netherlands, one from Italy, one from New Zealand, one from the UK, and
one from Denmark; not a bad showing.  Thanks to all, you've given me a list
of authors to start reading, at least the 8 of the 30 I've never read
before ( the underlying reason I had for this poll other than just
curiosity. )
   I'll be keeping the list of names for use as a Vance distribution list.
If anyone doesn't want to be on that list, let me know.  Also, if anyone of
you 33 want a copy, let me know.
   The full 203 author list available on request.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 91 14:31:33 GMT
From: glenn8@garfield.cs.mun.ca (Glenn Stowe)
Subject: Re: Firesea

Having read Weis and Hickman's earlier Dragonlance books, I really enjoyed
Elven Star. It really depended on having read them, but only from a comic
point of view. The character Zifnab was recycled from Fizban in
Dragonlance. Many of the references he makes are from the older series as
well. Since these authors are now publishing under a different company
(Bantam Spectra) there is some question of copyright infringement. They are
very careful not to use full names however. For instance Zifnab introduces
himself as "Fiz... No, can't use that. Zifnab!..." Another time he mentions
"Raist.." refering to Raistlin in Dragonlance.

Anyway, what I'm getting at is the fact that anyone who read DL has got to
love Fizban/Zifnab. I was delighted to rediscover him in Death Gate Cycle.
Let's hope he reappears later.

Glenn Stowe
glenn8@garfield.cs.mun.ca

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 91 19:05:24 GMT
From: freeman@unixg.ubc.ca (Philip Freeman)
Subject: Re: Walther Jon Williams

jlarson@csg.uwaterloo.ca (Johan Larson) writes:
>I just finished "Voice of the Whirlwind" by Williams.  Wow!  I was really
>impressed.  The easy way out for a cyberpunk author is to make the world
>actively hostile; Williams avoids this trap masterfully, and creates a
>world which is cynical but disinterested.  I'd say this book is definitely
>in the top 10% of the sci-fi I've read.
>
>Has Williams written anything else noteworthy?  I tried reading
>"Hardwired" a few years ago, but it was just too gritty for my tastes.
>Maybe my tastes have changed; if I have the time I may try again.

Williams is definitely one of the best SF writers around at present, and I
at least found _Voice of the Whirlwind_ excellent.  Other books I can
recommend by him are _Angle Station_ and his two "divertimenti" _The Crown
Jewels_ and _House of Shards_.  The last two are NOT cyberpunk but are
humourous pieces which remind me of Panshin's Anthony Villers books.  Most
of William's earlier books are good, but clearly earlier.  Williams is
improving as he writes.  Personally I'd like to see less dicotomy between
his humour and his "serious" work, but that's another matter.

Philip

------------------------------

Date: 16 Sep 91 23:18:34 GMT
From: caseyh@pro-smof.cts.com (Casey Hamilton)
Subject: Re: WJ Williams' _Crown_Jewels_ and _Crystal_Shard_

When I talked to Walter Jon at Chicon, he said that once he got finished
with the novel he is currently working on, he will be turning again to his
"divertismenti".  All he would tell me about the eventual plot line is that
the story comes to Earth and Graceland will appear in the book.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 91 12:24:47 GMT
From: pcrossma@cs.ulowell.edu (The Gillrocker)
Subject: New STAR WARS book.

I have read 'Heir to the Empire' by Timothy Zahn and thoroughly enjoyed it.

Does anyone know when the next book is coming out???
Who Wrote it???
What is the title??

Thanks.

pcrossma@ulowell

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 91 15:29:24 GMT
From: lim@toffee.cns.udel.edu (Julie Lim)
Subject: Re: New STAR WARS book.

pcrossma@cs.ulowell.edu writes:
>I have read 'Heir to the Empire' by Timothy Zahn and thoroughly enjoyed
>it.
>
>Does anyone know when the next book is coming out???
>Who Wrote it???
>What is the title??

   The following info was in an interview of Zahn which Rolf Wilson did in
June and posted to the net:
	
   The next two books in the trilogy will also be written by Zahn. Titles
will be _Dark Force Rising_ and _The Last Command_, unless they get changed
for some reason - working titles for _Heir_ were _Wild Card_ and _The
Emperor's Hand_.
   Projected publication dates for _Force_ and _Command_ are May 1992 and
May 1993.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 91 18:54:35 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: Ultimate Guide to Science Fiction

I was in the bookstore, and saw a large paperbound book called the
"Ultimate Guide to Science Fiction" by David Pringle.  I listed lots of sf
books, and rated them on a star basis, more stars meaning a better book.

This summer I was wowed by a space opera called "Nomad" by George O Smith.
Now one of my favorite space operas, it was the first book I checked in the
so-called comprehensive handbook, to see whether the handbook writer's
taste matched mine.

Well, "Nomad" was not even there, so the Handbook is not very good.

But a book like this deserves more than just a spot check, so I next
checked out the most imaginative Heinlein science fiction book, "Beyond
This Horizon".  One star out of 5.

I continued looking at it.  E.E. Smith was very lowly rated: the Skylark
series got just 1 star, as did his Lensman series.  The fact that the only
book of the lensman series listed was "First Lensman", leads me to suspect
that Pringle never saw the other books in the series.  And how could he
rate "Skylark Duquesne" only 1 star?

Back to George O Smith.  The "ultimate" handbook only had 2 books by him:
"Venus Equilateral" with 1 star, and "Fourth R" with 2 stars.  The ratings
do not match my tastes at all.

So what does Pringle like?  Well by this time, I was beginning to feel
uncomfortable using the store's copy but I had to check this guy out.  An
anthology by Ellison gets 4 stars, Hugo winners seem to get 4 stars, Olaf
Stapleton's "Last and First Men" gets 4 stars", William S. Burroughs and
Kurt Vonnegut get 4 or 5 stars, the "Best of Cordwainder Smith" gets 4
stars, and (surprise, surprise) some obscure cavemen-fantasy stories with
lots of sex and violence by obscure British authors of the 60's and 70's
get 4+ stars.  I immediately checked "Tarnsman of Gor".  Pringle is afraid
of giving it a rating, but he does give it a glowing review, although there
is a warning about its sequels to whet the appetites of potential readers.

I have decided NOT to buy this book, and I strongly suggest that anybody
thinking of buying this book should carefully look up some of their
(non-Hugo) favorites before laying out the money.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 91 20:36:08 GMT
From: ken@atriedes.uucp (Ken O'Brien)
Subject: Re: Ultimate Guide to Science Fiction

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) says:
> I was in the bookstore, and saw a large paperbound book called the
> "Ultimate Guide to Science Fiction" by David Pringle.  I listed lots of
> sf books, and rated them on a star basis, more stars meaning a better
> book.
[deleted]
> Well, "Nomad" was not even there, so the Handbook is not very good.
[deleted]
> So what does Pringle like?  Well by this time, I was beginning to
[deleted]

I have the same problem with Pringle's reference works. He seems to lean
towards books which were in print in England. Many of these are not widely
distributed in the US. His _100_Best_Books_... has the same problem.

An excellent reference (IMHO) is _Anatomy_of_Wonder_ (sorry, no publishing
info, but many libraries carry it). This book has extensive reading lists
and a short description of hundreds (maybe more than a thousand) of works
divided into periods.

Ken O'Brien
Consumer Information Services, Inc.
431 E. Horatio Ave #250
Maitland Fl. 32751
(407) 539-1611
uunet!atriedes!ken

------------------------------

Date: 22 Sep 91 15:56:12 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Ultimate Guide to Science Fiction

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) writes:
>This summer I was wowed by a space opera called "Nomad" by George O Smith.
>Now one of my favorite space operas, it was the first book I checked in
>the so-called comprehensive handbook, to see whether the handbook writer's
>taste matched mine.
>
>Well, "Nomad" was not even there, so the Handbook is not very good.

Well, Smith is no longer a very well-known writer, and few of his books are
ever in print, so I think this omission is forgivable.  Certainly Pringle
can't list *every* SF book ever published.

>But a book like this deserves more than just a spot check, so I next
>checked out the most imaginative Heinlein science fiction book, "Beyond
>This Horizon".  One star out of 5.

I'm with Pringle here.  Clearly you and he have different tastes.  The fact
that Pringle's guide is opinionated seems like a good thing to me - who
wants to read bland, consensus, pseudo-objective assessments of a book?

>I continued looking at it.  E.E. Smith was very lowly rated: the Skylark
>series got just 1 star, as did his Lensman series.  The fact that the only
>book of the lensman series listed was "First Lensman", leads me to suspect
>that Pringle never saw the other books in the series.  And how could he
>rate "Skylark Duquesne" only 1 star?

Well, I'd say it's becoming clear where at least some of the disagreement
lies.  You like space opera; he doesn't.  Personally I'm with you (except
that I think "Skylark Duquesne" was the weakest volume; I like "Skylark of
Valeron" best), but surely we're in the minority these days.  Doc Smith's
writing has been held up as an example of what SF had to grow away from for
so long that you surely aren't surprised (I agree with that assessment, in
fact, but I love the books anyway).

>Back to George O Smith.  The "ultimate" handbook only had 2 books by him:
>"Venus Equilateral" with 1 star, and "Fourth R" with 2 stars.  The ratings
>do not match my tastes at all.

C'est la vie.

>...the "Best of Cordwainder Smith" gets 4 stars, 

Smith deserves as many stars as the system allows, in my opinion.

>...and (surprise, surprise) some obscure cavemen-fantasy stories with lots
>of sex and violence by obscure British authors of the 60's and 70's get 4+
>stars.

HUH?  Who the heck is this supposed to be about?  One man's "obscure" is
another man's "essential", you know.  But, "cavemen-fantasy stories"?  What
does this mean?  Offhand, I can think of Keith Roberts' "The Chalk Giants"
and arguably Brian Aldiss' "Greybeard" as (very roughly) fitting this
description (well, "Greybeard" in mood only, perhaps), and I would rate
both very, very high.

>I immediately checked "Tarnsman of Gor".  Pringle is afraid of giving it a
>rating, but he does give it a glowing review, although there is a warning
>about its sequels to whet the appetites of potential readers.

Sounds reasonable, unless the very mention of Gor has become taboo.

>I have decided NOT to buy this book, and I strongly suggest that anybody
>thinking of buying this book should carefully look up some of their
>(non-Hugo) favorites before laying out the money.

That seems like a good strategy.  However, your objections here seem to
come down to a complaint about the lack of IMHOs.  No one is going to be
able to write such a guide that will represent everyone's tastes - there
are fundamental divisions over what SF should be like in the reader
community.  So why not accept that any one guide will inevitably be a
personal view of things?

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Card (8 msgs) & Clarke & Effinger &
                        Le Guin (2 msgs) & MacAvoy & Julie Smith &
                        The Ultimate Guide to Science Fiction (5 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 91 13:22:26 GMT
From: mapapanikola@amherst.bitnet (Matthew A. Papanikolas)
Subject: Xenocide

Does anyone have any opinions on Card's _Xenocide_.  I haven't been able to
read it yet (since it's in hardback), but I was wondering how it compares
to _Ender's Game_ and _Speaker for the Dead_ so I could see what I had to
look forward to.

Matt Papanikolas
Amherst College

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 91 19:19:25 GMT
From: taa27@isuvax.iastate.edu (TRENT_THE_UNCATCHABLE)
Subject: Re: Xenocide

mapapanikola@amherst.bitnet (Matthew A. Papanikolas) writes:
>Does anyone have any opinions on Card's _Xenocide_.  I haven't been able
>to read it yet (since it's in hardback), but I was wondering how it
>compares to _Ender's Game_ and _Speaker for the Dead_ so I could see what
>I had to look forward to.

    I thought that the book was ok but was a little disappointed after
_Ender's Game_ and _Speaker of the Dead_.  (Especially after spending $25
on the hardback.)

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 91 21:52:55 GMT
From: germuska@courtney.acns.nwu.edu (Joe Germuska)
Subject: Re: Xenocide

Well, Xenocide was Orson Scott Card, which says a lot in my book...  just
about every page had that ring of truth to it that I love so much in his
writing.  I thought Xenocide was definitely very good, but not quite as
good as Speaker for the Dead.  Get it at the library, or wait for
paperback, in my book, but then, I can't afford to buy hardbacks.  

Later all.

Joe

------------------------------

Date: 22 Sep 91 02:40:17 GMT
From: stantbat@iastate.edu (John S Sinnott)
Subject: Re: Xenocide

I agree with what's been said before.  It's Card, so there is a minimum
quality level that you can expect.  It's not as good as the other two books
in the series.

This book doesn't end the story though, and I think that the next one wil
be very interesting.  I did hate parts of the end of Xenocide though.

On a related note, why does the jacket have nothing really to do with the
book???

John Sinnott

------------------------------

Date: 22 Sep 91 10:58:31 GMT
From: dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton)
Subject: Re: Xenocide [* NO * spoilers]

Matthew A. Papanikolas writes:
> Does anyone have any opinions on Card's _Xenocide_.  I haven't been able
> to read it yet (since it's in hardback), but I was wondering how it
> compares to _Ender's Game_ and _Speaker for the Dead_ so I could see what
> I had to look forward to.

Some other people have supplied answers to your article, but not enough to
deem the topic 'boring', so here's my answer;

I finished the book today, after reading it, on and off, for an exhorbitant
period of time.

The book is strange, in a number of ways, and suffers somewhat from the
jumping around between locales.  But not a lot.  And that's only my opinion
speaking.

Card is a good author, and this book shows that he's still very much a
master of the art. He can make you cry, and laugh, and wince, and imagine
strangeness and non-existent weirdness as though it were commonplace.

The book has a beginning, and a middle, but the end is unsatisfactory.
Things Happen that need [IMAO] explanation.  I'm not going to get into the
'Brin doesn't need to explain everything' thread either - Card has left a
lot of loose threads.

As the follow-on to _Ender's Game_ and _Speaker For The Dead_, it is rated
'third' [which should be best, I guess], but if you liked the other two,
you'll not be doing yourself a disservice to read this one.

And the ending begs for a sequel.

I liked the book.  It made me think.  Some of the characters did stupid
things, but real people do stupid things as well, so that's probably not a
bad thing.

As usual, the end decision lies in the readers hands. I bought the
hardcover, and feel I was rewarded for my expenditure.

David Andrew Clayton
Canberra, Australia
munnari!labtam!eyrie!prolix!dac
prolix!dac%eyrie@labtam.oz.au
dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au
prolix!dac@sserve.cc.adfa.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 22 Sep 91 22:55:23 GMT
From: boz@coos.dartmouth.edu (John Boswell)
Subject: Re: Xenocide [* NO * spoilers]

Hi,

   I thought I'd offer my *opinion* about Xenocide.  I honestly thought
that the parts concerning _Path_ were Boring, and could have been
completely cut from the novel.  I would have liked to see more development
of Jane, as well.  And, I didn't care for the Deus ex machina (sp) ending,
either.  BUT, I enjoyed the book as a whole, and can recommend it.

John Boswell
Dept. of Chemistry
Dartmouth College
Hanover, New Hampshire  03755
603-646-2044
John.S.Boswell@dartmouth.edu
boz@dartCMS1.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 23 Sep 91 04:20:46 GMT
From: mute@wpi.wpi.edu (Existentialist Man)
Subject: Re: Xenocide [* NO * spoilers]

boz@coos.dartmouth.edu (John Boswell) writes:
>I thought I'd offer my *opinion* about Xenocide.  I honestly thought that
>the parts concerning _Path_ were Boring, and could have been completely
>cut from the novel.

I don't agree too much about that- I enjoyed them, and thought it was quite
an interesting culture.

>I would have liked to see more development of Jane, as well.  And, I
>didn't care for the Deus ex machina (sp) ending, either.  BUT, I enjoyed
>the book as a whole, and can recommend it.

I agree here, though. The ending was just slightly cheesy, and I would have
liked to have seen a bit more of Jane. With someone who thinks so much
faster than a human, it seems her "personality" would change faster than a
human, as things happened around her, unless it were hard-coded? I'm not
sure about this, though.

mute@wpi.wpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Sep 91 14:03:42 GMT
From: amie@hubcap.clemson.edu (Amie Hamilton)
Subject: Re: Xenocide

mapapanikola@amherst.bitnet (Matthew A. Papanikolas):
> Does anyone have any opinions on Card's _Xenocide_.  I haven't been able
> to read it yet (since it's in hardback), but I was wondering how it
> compares to _Ender's Game_ and _Speaker for the Dead_ so I could see what
> I had to look forward to.

Well, I'm probably going to be flamed for this, but I think it is just as
good as the other two books. Although many people have told me this book
sucks, I read it anyway. And true, if you are expecting it to be just like
either of the other ones, you might be disappointed. But if you read it for
its own book, it is very good and is consistent with being an Orson Scott
Card book (meaning mind provoking, intelligent, and enjoyable to read).

Amie

------------------------------

Date: 20 Sep 91 15:52:49 GMT
From: ron@mpd.tandem.com (Ron Boerger)
Subject: Re: GARDENS OF RAMA

What I find interesting about this whole discussion is that nobody who has
actually READ GoR has commented on it.

I have, and IMHO while GoR is no Rama, it IS much better than Rama II, with
the exception of one part which conserves itself with the PC topic "humans
are bad".  However, it ends with a gigantic cliff-hanger, and I would not
recommend reading it without having read Rama II first, as the characters
aren't redeveloped in GoR.  Some of the AC Clarke technological "magic"
writing is in this book. :-)

In summary, if you suffered thru Rama II, worth a read but you probably
want to wait for paperback.

Ron Boerger
ron@mpd.tandem.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Sep 91 17:44:33 GMT
From: steyn@cs.rochester.edu (Gavin Steyn)
Subject: _Death in Florence_

I generally enjoy George Alec Effinger's books, but I just finished reading
_Death in Florence_, and it threw me for a loop.  It seemed like Effinger
was trying to make a point, but it got mixed up in th religious symbolism,
the absurdism, and everything else.
  Did anyone else read this novel, and if so did you get anything out of
it?

Gavin Steyn
steyn@cs.rochester.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 91 17:23:09 GMT
From: LAAAA43@cc1.kuleuven.ac.be (Peter Arien)
Subject: Le Guin - Always Coming Home

Hi there,

Could anybody please tell me something more about this book.  I just saw it
in the English Bookshop here in Belgium, but never heard anything about it.

So, should I spend some more this month or save my money for another book.

Thanks.

Peter Arien
Academic Computing Center
K.U.Leuven
Belgium
LAAAA43@cc1.kuleuven.ac.be 
LAAAA43@blekul11.bitnet    

------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 91 00:32:49 GMT
From: gwills@lanczos.maths.tcd.ie (Graham Wills)
Subject: Re: Le Guin - Always Coming Home

LAAAA43@cc1.kuleuven.ac.be (Peter Arien) writes:
>Could anybody please tell me something more about this book.  I just saw
>it in the English Bookshop here in Belgium, but never heard anything about
>it.
>
>So, should I spend some more this month or save my money for another book.

Good question. I don't think you'll get a straight answer. Some notes:

 I.   It's not a novel.
 II.  It's a collection of pseudo-scientific notes, myths, tales, etc.
      from a semi-Utopian future based around a bunch of American Indian
      types.
 III. It's got poetry also. For my money, Le Guin rates adequate at this.
 IV.  It's heavily into Zen.
 V.   And like, brotherhood of all, like, creatures, you know?
 VI.  I enjoyed it.
 VII. There's a hardback version with accompanying songs on cassette.

Graham Wills

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 91 23:49:14 GMT
From: tchrist@convex.com (Tom Christiansen)
Subject: Lens of the World

I just read MacAvoy's _Lens_of_the_World_, and was summarily impressed.
Interestingly enough, one could arguably call this non-sf/non-fantasy.
Whatever it was, it was very good, and I heartily recommend it.

It reminded me, ever so slightly, of Wolfe's _Shadow_of_the_Torturer_.  Oh,
they're different novels and the authors don't really write the same way,
but both trace a young apprentice's life.  Both place emphasis not on the
fantastic, but rather on the richness of the 1st-person narrative and the
inner world this reveals.  Of course, Wolfe's magnificent opus was really
science fiction garbed in the cloak of fantasy (or was it vice versa?), and
I can't definitively say the same thing for this work of MacAvoy's.  It may
simply be a medieval setting, despite the rumors of wizards, werewolves,
and dragons.  Both are amongst the more memorable novels I've read in the
last decade.

I understand that this is the first of trilogy, but it seems a complete,
free-standing work.  I don't believe any others have yet been published.

Tom

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 91 08:30:07 GMT
From: christer@cs.umu.se (Christer Ericson)
Subject: Julie Dean Smith

I have just devored _Call of Madness_ and _Mission of Magic_, both of which
were IMHO very very good, and which reminded me slightly of some of Barbara
Hambly's books (Witches of Wenshaar, Dark Hand of Magic, etc). Only thing I
really didn't like is that both really are cliffhangers, and I'd like to
ask if someone knows when I can expect the next book and if this is a
trilogy or an endless series? I'd be interested in hearing what you people
think of these books as well.

Christer Ericson
Department of Computer Science
University of Umea
S-90187 UMEA, Sweden
christer@cs.umu.se

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 91 23:51:19 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Subject: Re: Ultimate Guide to Science Fiction

ken@atriedes.uucp (Ken O'Brien) writes:
>> "Ultimate Guide to Science Fiction" by David Pringle.
>
>I have the same problem with Pringle's reference works. He seems to lean
>towards books which were in print in England. Many of these are not widely
>distributed in the US. His _100_Best_Books_... has the same problem.

Not surprising, since Pringle lives in Brighton, England.

*ANY* work with words like "ultimate", "definitive" or similar superlatives
in the title are to be taken with a grain of salt. This one definitely
included. On the other hand, it's not a bad thing to have around if you're
trying to remember a specific title or refresh your memory.  Pringle's
biases run rampant through the book, but you learn to filter them out
fairly quickly. It's not bad - it's certainly better than, say, Gunn's
Encyclopedia.

>An excellent reference (IMHO) is _Anatomy_of_Wonder_ (sorry, no publishing
>info, but many libraries carry it)

Don't you mean "Age of Wonders" by David Hartwell (Walker & Company)? If
you do, I'll second it - a great book. If you don't, please find the
publishing info, since I've never heard of it.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Sep 91 20:46:11 GMT
From: abw@bucrsb.bu.edu (Al Wesolowsky)
Subject: Re: Ultimate Guide to Science Fiction

ken@atriedes.uucp (Ken O'Brien) writes:
>chuq@Apple.COM (Chuq Von Rospach) says:
[deleted]
>>An excellent reference (IMHO) is _Anatomy_of_Wonder_ (sorry, no
>>publishing info, but many libraries carry it)
>
> Don't you mean "Age of Wonders" by David Hartwell (Walker & Company)? If
> you do, I'll second it - a great book. If you don't, please find the
> publishing info, since I've never heard of it.

"Anatomy of Wonder" exists, and in a 3rd edition, no less.  Note that it
is shelved in "Reference".

Script started on Sun Sep 22 16:34:34 1991
Your search: FXT ANATOMY OF WONDER
      found: 2 items at ALL BOSTON UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES
 
TITLE           Anatomy of wonder : a critical guide to science fiction /
                 edited by Neil Barron. 
PUBLICATION     3rd ed.  New York : Bowker, 1987. 
 
LOCATION        Mugar Reference X  
CALL NUMBER     Z5917.S36 A52 1987 

TITLE           Anatomy of wonder : a critical guide to science fiction /
                 edited by Neil Barron. 
PUBLICATION     2nd ed.  New York : Bowker, 1981. 
 
LOCATION        Mugar Reference X  
CALL NUMBER     Z5917.S36 A52 1981 

Al B. Wesolowsky
Managing Editor
Journal of Field Archaeology
Boston University  
675 Commonwealth Avenue
Boston MA 02215
(617) 353-2357
abw@bucrsb.bu.edu
arc9arn@buacca.bu.edu    

------------------------------

Date: 23 Sep 91 00:45:42 GMT
From: speterse@klages.utah.edu (soren--Ms. Jackson if you're nasty)
Subject: Re: Ultimate Guide to Science Fiction

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) writes:
>I immediately checked "Tarnsman of Gor".  Pringle is afraid of giving it a
>rating, but he does give it a glowing review, although there is a warning
>about its sequels to whet the appetites of potential readers.

Have you read *Tarnsman of Gor*?  It's competent enough - hardly a work of
great literature, but an acceptable E.R. Burroughs knock-off.  I'm told
that it took several books before the sadism really took over the books.
As I recall, the earlier books got good (not great) reviews when they came
out - everyone pretty much losing patience at about the seventh or eighth.

Soren F Petersen
speterse@peruvian.utah.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Sep 91 05:27:06 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: "Ultimate Guide to Science Fiction"

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) writes:
> I was in the bookstore, and saw a large paperbound book called the
> "Ultimate Guide to Science Fiction" by David Pringle.  I listed lots of
> sf books, and rated them on a star basis, more stars meaning a better
> book.

[Comments on specific authors and works deleted ]

> I have decided NOT to buy this book, and I strongly suggest that anybody
> thinking of buying this book should carefully look up some of their
> (non-Hugo) favorites before laying out the money.

  Dead on.  Pringle has a superficial literateur's acquaintanceship with
the field, no sense of history, and doesn't recognize important works
because he's not read enough SF to know how the field developed.
  He can recognize Good Writing, vide his ratings of "Cordwainer Smith" and
Harlan Ellison; but he doesn't know from Good SF.
  His technical education is obviously nil, his vocabulary conceptually
limited to the point that he can't tell fantasy from SF, and his reading
background appears to be highly spotty.  From the stuff he *does* handle,
I'd figure he's a Brit who who doesn't read American SF magazines, and has
limited access to American SF.  He quite frankly does NOT know enough about
the field to produce a useful reference.
 
  A *PROPER* title for this book might be "Joe Bob Brit's Guide to SF and
Fantasy Literature I Have Seen."  Highly *UN*-recommended.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Sep 91 16:14:31 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Subject: Re: "Ultimate Guid to Science Fiction"

potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak) writes:
>  Dead on.  Pringle has a superficial litterateur's acquaintanceship with
>the field, no sense of history, and doesn't recognize important works
>because he's not read enough SF to know how the field developed.

Pringle's only serious flaw is that he doesn't seem to have noticed that
New Wave died 20 years ago. I take him with a grain of salt, but there are
many people that are much lower on my list to read than him.

(And for folks who don't know who Pringle is, he's the editor of Interzone,
which is the premier genre fiction zine in Britain and a perennial loser to
Locus in the Hugo awards.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Clarke & Cook & Hambly & Heinlein &
                        McCaffrey & Niven (2 msgs) & Julie Smith &
                        Tad Williams (4 msgs) & Zelazny (8 msgs) 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 23 Sep 91 20:11:28 GMT
From: peck@homer.sfsu.edu (Alexander &)
Subject: Re: GARDENS OF RAMA

> I am very curious of personal opinions if and when anyone reads GARDENS
> OF RAMA.  I read the other RAMA books and still haven't made up my mind
> if Gentry Lee is an asset or a hindrance of Arthur C. Clarke.

I've read all three Rama books, and frankly I was a bit disappointed with
what Gentry Lee did with Clarke's original Rama story.  I state it that way
because it seems to me that very little of Clarke's writing is evident in
either Rama II or Garden of Rama.  I expected something, well, a bit more
alien since the first Rama book presented such an odd culture.  The scenes
where the crashed pilot is wandering around the southern hemisphere looking
at all the completely weird displays was what really stuck with me, and
Lee's dull galactic survey plot seemed just a bit too human to be an
appropriate follow-up.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Sep 91 03:51:42 GMT
From: brooke@cco.caltech.edu (Brooke Paul Anderson)
Subject: THE BLACK COMPANY, by Cook

Any fans of THE BLACK COMPANY out there?  I think this is really a great
series of books, even though it took me almost a whole book to get into it.

For those of you who are a little tired of fantasy where the main character
is pure and good, fighting unselfishly to save the world, check out THE
BLACK COMPANY.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 91 01:29:00 GMT
From: WITHALL%CTSTATEU@uconnvm.uconn.edu (Lisa Withall)
Subject: Barbra Hambly

I have read her series with Walls of Air in it and thought at the time it
was some of the best Fantasy I had read in a while.  However everything she
has ever written since has failed to impress me.  Her later works seem
uninspired and simple.

I am not sure what happened to her, but her later stuff can be considered
fun and fluff.

Lisa Withall
WITHALL@CTSTATEU

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 91 02:29:50 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Re: Heinlein the optimist?

Gordon E. Banks wrote:
> Although he held certain talented individuals in high esteem, it seems to
> me that Heinlein's view of human society as a whole is rather on the
> bleak side, with an especially dim view of the established political
> leadership.

I think it's very clear from Heinlein's writings that a) he was deeply
cynical about human society as it now exists, but b) he believed in the
possibility of a `sane' culture that would inculcate sanity in all but a
tiny fraction of incapables.

This belief runs through many of Heinlein's works as an identifiable theme;
the `future history' stories (especially _Coventry_),
_Beyond_This_Horizon_; _Gulf_; _Lost_Legacy_; _Stranger_In_A_Strange_Land_.

Heinlein was a cynic of the classical kind, that is, a bruised idealist.

Eric S. Raymond
eric@snark.thyrsus.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Sep 91 03:06:18 GMT
From: bull@vaxc.cc.monash.edu.au
Subject: Re: All the Wyers of Pern

rsavoia@sw.stratus.com (Rick Savoia) writes:
>lim@maplenut.cns.udel.edu (Julie Lim) writes:
>>fscem1@acad3.alaska.edu writes:
>>>I heard a rumor around six months ago dealing with the next Pern book...
>
>> What I heard was that the weyrs plan to all relocate to the Southern
>> continent so that they won't be dependent on the Holds between Thread
>> Passes.

   This is one of the main plot thrusts of the entire series. If you tried
to count how many times this idea is mentioned in the books, you couldn't
do it because no-one's invented a number big enough to do this yet. ;-)

>> I don't know whether my rumor is any better than yours, but I think the
>> book'll be out before Xmas so we can all find out then.
>
>   What next Pern book?  Is there another one coming?

   Possibly, but it hasn't been all *that* long since "Renegades" was
released, unless Anne's been slaving away over her word processor for the
last year or two.

Bull@vaxc.cc.monash.edu.au
bull@monu1.cc.monash.oz

------------------------------

Date: 23 Sep 91 15:28:38 GMT
From: fox-r@cis.ohio-state.edu (Richard K Fox)
Subject: New Niven - Playground for the Mind

I saw this over the weekend.  A new hardback Larry Niven book.  This is the
sequel to N-Space (the compilation book).  This one is called Playground of
the Minds or Playground for the Mind.  It is not being called N-Space II.

It looked very much like N-Space, short stories and novel excerpts along
with some comments interspersed.  There were also a few (but not many) new
stories - at least, not published in a Niven book stories, they may have
been published elsewhere.  Among the book excerpts are Lucifer's Hammer,
Footfall, Legacy of Heorot, plus the new ones, Fallen Angels, and the yet
to be released Moat Around Murcheson's Eye.

The book looked to be about $22 which is beyond my personal ambition to
buy.  I will most likely wait for it to come out in paperback.  No date was
given for the release of Murcheson's Eye, but some comments said why it has
taken so long to be released (at least in part).  The original idea for the
sequel came 10 years after Mote was released (I think Mote came out in
74??).  But Niven and Pournelle could not get the rights to doing a sequel
because the original publisher was not interested in a sequel, and the
publisher who was interested in the sequel could not buy the rights from
the original.

Anyways, I thought I would post this to let other Niven fans know that the
book is now out and available.

Richard Fox
Laboratory for Artificial Intelligence Research
The Ohio State University
fox-r@cis.ohio-state.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Sep 91 16:04:47 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Subject: Re: New Niven - Playground for the Mind

fox-r@cis.ohio-state.edu (Richard K Fox) writes:
>I saw this over the weekend.  A new hardback Larry Niven book.

Good book. Not quite as strong as N-Space (I rate it "wait for paperback,
then devour").

>This is the sequel to N-Space (the compilation book).

>It looked very much like N-Space, short stories and novel excerpts along
>with some comments interspersed.

I did happen to ask the editor how you could have a sequel to a collection.
What this really is is the second half of N-Space, because what Niven
turned in was simply too huge to cram into a single volume (and "sequel" is
editor-speak to the distributors and bookstores for "make sure you re-order
the previous book and stock them together").

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 16 Sep 91 21:22:49 GMT
From: jcmorris@mwunix (Joe Morris)
Subject: Re: Julie Dean Smith

christer@cs.umu.se (Christer Ericson) writes:
>I have just devored _Call of Madness_ and _Mission of Magic_, both of
>which were IMHO very very good, and which reminded me slightly of some of
>Barbara Hambly's books (Witches of Wenshaar, Dark Hand of Magic, etc).
>Only thing I really didn't like is that both really are cliffhangers, and
>I'd like to ask if someone knows when I can expect the next book and if
>this is a trilogy or an endless series? I'd be interested in hearing what
>you people think of these books as well.

I just finished _Mission_, and for some reason I'm not too sure of I found
it to be a very slow read.  I like the underlying premise of the book, but
there are long sections which show neither personal development in the
characters, nor plot development in the story.

I would rate Smith's writing well below Hambly's, but it's still better
than much of what passes for commercial fiction these days.

Joe

------------------------------

Date: 20 Sep 91 13:22:02 GMT
From: warkent@ltisun9.epfl.ch (Ken Warkentyne)
Subject: Re: FYI, _The_Dragon_Reborn_, is out

emrys@cellar.UUCP (Mitch Gorman) wrote:
> Tad took two and a half years from the time TDC came out in SOFT cover
> until TSOF came out in hardcover.  That's a long time.  I've written
> quite a bit of rudimentary, poorly-edited rubbish in two and a half
> years.  ;*)

Old Tad should have taken a bit longer, IMHO.  I just reread the first four
or five chapters from The Dragon Bone Chair and I haven't changed my mind
that Williams does a wonderful job in bringing to life the Hayholt and
introducing us to his cast of characters.  Unfortunately, we get stuck
following around the confused adolescent Simon while the more interesting
characters walk on or off (or are killed).  But the most unforgivable thing
about the whole business is the way he leaves the story hanging at the end
of each book.  Clear sequel bait.

I will probably buy the third book and I hope that Williams will take the
time to do it to the best of his abilities, not rush it out to satisfy the
cravings of sequel junkies (although I sympathize with the junkies).

Ken Warkentyne
Laboratoire de Teleinformatique
EPFL, Suisse.
warkent@ltisun.epfl.ch

------------------------------

Date: 20 Sep 91 05:37:13 GMT
From: 6600kntp@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu (High Prince Rohan)
Subject: Book 3 of Memory, Sorrow, and Thorn

Does anyone know when this book will come out?  Book 2 has been out in
paperback for at least a month now and I havn't seen it (book 3) in the
stores yet.

Oh, also, does anyone know the TITLE of it?

Thanks.

Kent Perrier
University of California
Santa Barbara
6600kntp@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu
6600kntp@ucsbuxa.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 91 00:58:44 GMT
From: spcoltri@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu (Steve Coltrin)
Subject: Re: Book 3 of Memory, Sorrow, and Thorn

6600kntp@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu writes:
>Oh, also, does anyone know the TITLE of it?

   _To Green Angel Tower_.

spcoltri@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 91 16:34:24 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Subject: Re: Book 3 of Memory, Sorrow, and Thorn

6600kntp@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu writes:
>Does anyone know when this book will come out?  Book 2 has been out in
>paperback for at least a month now and I havn't seen it (book 3) in the
>stores yet.

This is because Tad has not finished writing it yet. So figure at least 12,
maybe 18 months beifore you'll see it in hardcover. He IS working on it.
Unfortunately, it is currently winning.

Title? Last I heard, he was calling it "the Book That Would Not Die".

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 91 01:40:01 GMT
From: CWILBUR@bowdoin.edu (Charlton Wilbur)
Subject: Zelazny

I've read some of Roger Zelazny's "Amber" books (I am currently finishing
the second set, about Merle Corey.) I was wondering, are any of his other
books as good? Can anybody make any recommendations, i.e. the best, the
worst, which ones to start with, etc.?

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 91 00:00:03 GMT
From: pjt@cpac.washington.edu (Larry Setlow)
Subject: Re: Zelazny

CWILBUR@BOWDOIN.EDU (Charlton Wilbur) writes: 
>I've read some of Roger Zelazny's "Amber" books [...] are any of his other
>books as good? Can anybody make any recommendations, i.e.  the best, the
>worst, which ones to start with, etc.?

I like all of it.  I particularly recommend any of his short story
collections (_Last Defender of Camelot_ is my favorite, with _Doors of His
Face etc._, _Unicorn Variations_, and _Frost & Fire_ following close behind
in no particular order).  _Doorways in the Sand_ is good, clean fun, and if
I keep going, I'll end up recommending all his novels, so let's just take
that as read, if you will.

Good reading.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 91 02:31:10 GMT
From: dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann)
Subject: Zelazny's _Roadmarks_

Thanks to something I read a while ago on sf-lovers, I picked up (and read)
Zelazny's _Roadmarks_, which was rather enjoyable, in a Zelazny kind of
way.

Anyway, to get to the point, has he written any other books set in this
same ... setting?  (Universe doesn't really measure up to the task for this
book.)

Any comments, criticisms, thoughts for future reading, etc. will be read
with avid interest.

Dave Schaumann
dave@cs.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 91 04:30:56 GMT
From: tchrist@convex.com (Tom Christiansen)
Subject: Re: Zelazny

CWILBUR@BOWDOIN.EDU (Charlton Wilbur) writes:
>I've read some of Roger Zelazny's "Amber" books (I am currently finishing
>the second set, about Merle Corey.) I was wondering, are any of his other
>books as good? Can anybody make any recommendations, i.e. the best, the
>worst, which ones to start with, etc.?

_Creatures_of_Light_and_Darkness_ is the best; the Dilvish stuff the worst,
although very nearly everything else (ok, not the joint authorship stuff)
is pretty darn good.

Tom

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 91 04:44:58 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: Zelazny's _Roadmarks_

dave@cs.arizona.edu (Dave Schaumann) writes:
> Thanks to something I read a while ago on sf-lovers, I picked up (and
> read) Zelazny's _Roadmarks_, which was rather enjoyable, in a Zelazny
> kind of way.
>
> Anyway, to get to the point, has he written any other books set in this
> same ... setting?  (Universe doesn't really measure up to the task for
> this book.)
>
> Any comments, criticisms, thoughts for future reading, etc. will be read
> with avid interest...

   The idea of the road through time is not new, although Zelazny's
implementation has some really neat new points.  (A better-than- average
example would be Poul Anderson's "THE CORRIDORS OF TIME.")
   I've always wondered whether this was a by-the-way thing he thought of
while working on Amber, couldn't fit into that universe, and decided to
write as a stand-alone novel.  (Or, alternatively, whether the Dragons of
Bel'Kwineth got in there to qualify the book as his entry workpiece for the
Dragon-Runner's Guild...)
   Almost managed to nail him for an interview on the subject at an
Octocon, 8 or 9 years ago, but he left the room when he saw me heading
purposefully for him with a recorder!  *grin*

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 91 07:10:02 GMT
From: matt@physics16.berkeley.edu (Matt Austern)
Subject: Re: Zelazny

CWILBUR@BOWDOIN.EDU (Charlton Wilbur) writes:
> I've read some of Roger Zelazny's "Amber" books (I am currently finishing
> the second set, about Merle Corey.) I was wondering, are any of his other
> books as good? Can anybody make any recommendations, i.e. the best, the
> worst, which ones to start with, etc.?

It depends on what you like about the Zelazny that you have read.

There are those (me, for instance), who think that the first Amber series
is acceptable, but hardly Zelazny at his best; that the second series is
dreadful hackwork and that the only excuse for Zelazny to have written it
is that he was hungry; but that Zelazny is capable of writing beautiful
books that deserve to be taken seriously as literary works.

I think of Lord of Light as Zelazny's masterpiece.  I don't think I have
read any science fiction books that that are clearly better than it, and
very few that deserve to be compared to it.  Other people have high praise
for Creatures of Light and Darkness; This Immortal; and Eye of Cat.

Matt Austern
(415) 644-2618  
matt@physics.berkeley.edu
austern@lbl.bitnet
austern@theorm.lbl.gov

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 91 18:56:33 GMT
From: rajat@rajat.watson.ibm.com (Rajat Datta)
Subject: Re: Zelazny

Roadmarks and Lord of Light are fantastic.  Definitely his best stuff.
Creatures of Light and Darkness is darned good too.  Both Lord of Light and
Creatures use mythology in a far more interesting way than the usual
McDonald's helpings of Celtic myths we find in the stores (actually, Greg
Bear's Infinity Concerto and The Serpent Mage used Celtic mythology and
were really good).

In Lord of Light, Zelazny uses the Hindu pantheon, forced on humans living
on a different world by a small minority with special attributes who call
themselves Gods.  Buddha rises to become the opposition.  The real Buddha,
I think, taught a more accessible and humane version of Hinduism, trying to
bring about change in a religion already calcifying 2000 years ago.

Creatures of Light and Darkness puts the Egyptian pantheon out in the
remote future.  I wouldn't argue with anyone who says that Creatures is the
best book Zelazny wrote, although I enjoyed Roadmarks and Lord of Light
more.

After reading these three books and some of his short stories, I started
avidly reading everything by Zelazny I could.  I tossed aside the Amber
books after reading one, and the Dilvish books I tossed aside with
considerably greater vehemence.

Rajat
rajat@watson.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 91 15:22:43 GMT
From: ccusrdt@brunel.ac.uk (Robert D Turner)
Subject: Re: Zelazny

CWILBUR@BOWDOIN.EDU (Charlton Wilbur) writes:
>I've read some of Roger Zelazny's "Amber" books (I am currently finishing
>the second set, about Merle Corey.) I was wondering, are any of his other
>books as good? Can anybody make any recommendations, i.e. the best, the
>worst, which ones to start with, etc.?

_Damnation Alley_ is great, and one of the strangest post-holocaust books
that I have read. The central character is 'Hell Tanner', the last Hells
Angel, and his trip across the states. Strange but good

Most Zelazny is good, but you DO need to be in the right mood to read it,
some can be a bit awkward. _My name is Legion_ is a case in point.

Rob

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	       Films - Star Wars & Highlander II (4 msgs) &
                       Memoirs of an Invisible Man (2 msgs) &
                       Lord of the Rings (9 msgs) &
                       Aliens & SF Movies

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 91 01:07:03 GMT
From: EMW107@psuvm.psu.edu (BIG ED)
Subject: Anymore New Star Wars News?

   Well, I'm sure we all know by now the George Lucas is planning on making
3 more Star Wars movies that take place before parts IV, V, and VI. I heard
that he is putting the finishing touches on a Young Indiana Jones TV Series
then shooting a war film, Red Tails (or something of that nature..).
   But has anyone heard anything else concerning the new trilogy that is to
come out since the news conference this past summer? I haven't heard
anything, and haven't seen too much Star Wars news posted here. If anyone
knows anything, please post!

Thanks.

EMW107@psuvm.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Sep 91 16:30:47 GMT
From: cellar!emrys@uunet.uu.net (mitch gorman)
Subject: Highlander II

   Rumor has it this film was released in Europe to, er, ahem, a lukewarm
response.  Anyone care to confirm/deny this story?  Anyone know if/when
it'll be released in the US?

Mitch
emrys@cellar.uucp
cellar!emrys@tredysvr.tredydev.unisys.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Sep 91 15:37:26 GMT
From: ccusrdt@brunel.ac.uk (Robert D Turner)
Subject: Re: Highlander II

I saw Highlander II some months ago in England on general release, and
assumed that it had come over from the states. It was very good, but
apparently not as good as the first film. Not having seen this, I had
nothing to compare it with, and was impressed.

I also tend to see a film if I want to see it, not if it is recommended by
critics, so do not really know what the reviews were like.

Sorry I can't be of more help.

Robert

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 91 10:31:08 GMT
From: djb1@ukc.ac.uk (D.J.Beckett)
Subject: Re: Highlander II

I saw Highlander II when it was released in England over the summer and my
impressions were these:

*SPOILER WARNING*

  It was full of plot holes with respect to the first film for example, the
Highlander is now an alien and yet he appeared to be a native Scot in the
first film.

  It had a cutoff ending when the film just stopped after the final battle
(guess who won!), leaving the home-world questions unresolved.

  Overall, not a good followup (they hardly ever are) and the first film
stood well on its own without this one.

Dave Beckett

------------------------------

Date: 8 Sep 91 15:45:32 GMT
From: archer@frmug.fr.mugnet.org (Vincent Archer)
Subject: Re: Highlander II

emrys@cellar.UUCP (mitch gorman) writes:
>Rumor has it this film was released in Europe to, er, ahem, a lukewarm
>response.  Anyone care to confirm/deny this story?  Anyone know if/when
>it'll be released in the US?

It was released in France earlier this year. They went thru heavy mind
gymnastics to come with a scenario-look-alike for it, and miserably failed.
I didn't appreciate it very much, and all my friends who saw it had roughly
the same opinion. It started okay (people had appreciated the first in the
series), but flopped rapidly. For the record, it got 350,000 entries in
Paris, roughly 1,500,000 in France. Even TMNT did better!

[ They got a project for Highlander III - The son of the magician, putting
the son of McLeod against some unspecified ennemy on McLeod's birth planet.
Well, they can stuff it where I think... ]

Vincent Archer
archer@frmug.fr.mugnet.org
archer@evry.cnes.fr

------------------------------

Date: 5 Sep 91 23:16:08 GMT
From: 003@pnet16.cts.com (Lcdr Smith)
Subject: MEMOIRS OF AN INVISIBLE MAN:  THE MOVIE

The October 1991 issue of STARLOG magazine (?) has a 4 page spread about
the filming of this movie.  Chevy Chase bought the film rights 5 years ago,
and has been sitting on it all this time, apparently waiting for FX
technology to catch up.  Chase views this film as his debut into the world
of "serious drama acting."  His co-star is Daryl Hannah, which does not
bode well for the film's success, in my opinion.  On the other hand, the
director is John Carpenter, which is an enormous plus.  Supposedly, the
film sticks pretty close to the book.  Well, that's what the text says,
anyway.  The photos accompanying the article do not bear this out, however.
The invisible building is only 1/2 invisible (or less), but I can
appreciate the difficulties of making it completely invisible.  There is
also a photo of Chase lying on a guerney under ominous medical laboratory
conditions, surrounded by a dozen or more people.  Nothing like this
occurred in the book.  Chase also apparently has a male friend helping him,
also not in the book.

The filming is to take 72 days, with lots of post-filming cleanup/FX work
to be done prior to the planned Christmas 1991 release date.

Chase emphasized several times in the article that this is a serious
thriller, not his usual slapstick, although some of the situations Nick
Holloway gets into are certainly humorous (for those who haven't read the
book, discussed on this net about 2 months ago, Nick Holloway is the lead
character).  Chase appears to be out to prove to the world that he is an
actor with more than one facet.  We shall see.

_Memoirs of an Invisible Man_ is by H.F. Saint.  Available through
Waldenbooks. (I had to special order it, here in Hawaii.)

Sheri
UUCP: humu!nctams1!pnet16!003
ARPA: humu!nctams1!pnet16!003@nosc.mil
INET: 003@pnet16.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Sep 91 20:27:31 GMT
From: archer@frmug.fr.mugnet.org (Vincent Archer)
Subject: Re: MEMOIRS OF AN INVISIBLE MAN:  THE MOVIE

003@pnet16.cts.com (Lcdr Smith) writes:
>On the other hand, the director is John Carpenter, which is an enormous
>plus.  Supposedly, the film sticks pretty close to the book.  Well, that's
>what the text says, anyway.  The

Not exactly. It's a "straight approach", with "some small exceptions"...

>photos accompanying the article do not bear this out, however.  The
>invisible building is only 1/2 invisible (or less), but I can appreciate
>the difficulties of making it completely invisible.  There is also a photo
>of

Wrong. It would have been easier to have a fully invisible building - just
put no building, and use blue screen for two-three people moving inside.  A
partial building is a lot worse to create, and much much more impressive!

>Chase lying on a guerney under ominous medical laboratory conditions,
>surrounded by a dozen or more people.  Nothing like this occurred in the
>book.

If you really look at the picture, you'll see a lot of "nurses" in
underwear, equipment, people talking, moving around, and most of them not
paying attention to Chase... It may be wrong, but it looks like a picture
of Chase undergoing makeup, rather than a picture from the movie.

>_Memoirs of an Invisible Man_ is by H.F. Saint.  Available through
>Waldenbooks. (I had to special order it, here in Hawaii.)

I'll have a look at it. Didn't read the book, damn :-(

Vincent Archer
archer@frmug.fr.mugnet.org
archer@evry.cnes.fr

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 91 05:39:39 GMT
From: taihou@iss.nus.sg (Tng Tai Hou)
Subject: Lord of the Rings Movie


I just rediscovered the animated-movie Lord of the Rings.  I saw when I was
little manu years back and have been searching for it for the last few
years before finding it in a video-rental shop last week.

I am still very impressed by the work and rate it as one of the best
fantasy movie to have appeared. The other one I like was "The Lion, The
Witch, and The Wardrobe".  It's a shame the rotoscoping work isn't carried
further for a sequel in LOTR. Can anyone tell me if a sequel is the works?
Can we persuade the producer to make the final part?

Tng TaiHou
Singapore

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 91 16:07:41 GMT
From: geb@dsl.pitt.edu (gordon e. banks)
Subject: Re: Lord of the Rings Movie

taihou@iss.nus.sg (Tng Tai Hou) writes:
>I just rediscovered the animated-movie Lord of the Rings.  I saw when I
>was little manu years back and have been searching for it for the last few
>years before finding it in a video-rental shop last week.
>
>I am still very impressed by the work and rate it as one of the best
>fantasy movie to have appeared. The other one I like was "The Lion, The
>Witch, and The Wardrobe".  It's a shame the rotoscoping work isn't carried
>further for a sequel in LOTR. Can anyone tell me if a sequel is the works?
>Can we persuade the producer to make the final part?

He ran out of money, as you can probably see from the difference between
the early part of the movie and the ending.  The movie didn't do well in
the theater.  The only way you could persuade him would be to come up with
the bucks.  I doubt if anyone will do so.

Gordon Banks
geb@cadre.dsl.pitt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 91 14:46:45 GMT
From: exukozi@exu.ericsson.se (Tom Koziatek)
Subject: Re: Lord of the Rings Movie

taihou@iss.nus.sg (Tng Tai Hou) writes:
>I just rediscovered the animated-movie Lord of the Rings.  I saw when I
>was little manu years back and have been searching for it for the last few
>years before finding it in a video-rental shop last week.
>
>I am still very impressed by the work and rate it as one of the best
>fantasy movie to have appeared. The other one I like was "The Lion, The
>Witch, and The Wardrobe".  It's a shame the rotoscoping work isn't carried
>further for a sequel in LOTR. Can anyone tell me if a sequel is the works?
>Can we persuade the producer to make the final part?

They did make a sequel, entitled 'Return of the King'. This is pure
animation, not actors/scenes colored in. I liked it better that the first
one.

Tom

------------------------------

Date: 15 Sep 91 14:03:46 GMT
From: geb@dsl.pitt.edu (gordon e. banks)
Subject: Re: Lord of the Rings Movie

exukozi@exu.ericsson.se (Tom Koziatek) writes:
>They did make a sequel, entitled 'Return of the King'. This is pure
>animation, not actors/scenes colored in. I liked it better that the first
>one.

This was not a Ralph Bakshi effort, but done by a completely different
production company.  The same ones that did "The Hobbit".

Gordon Banks
geb@cadre.dsl.pitt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Sep 91 14:27:22 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: Lord of the Rings Movie

geb@dsl.pitt.edu (Gordon E. Banks) writes:
>exukozi@exu.ericsson.se (Tom Koziatek) writes:
>>They did make a sequel, entitled 'Return of the King'. This is pure
>>animation, not actors/scenes colored in. I liked it better that the first
>>one.
>
>This was not a Ralph Bakshi effort, but done by a completely different
>production company.  The same ones that did "The Hobbit".

   And to be honest, it stank. Yes, the first LotR movie had its bad
moments - i.e., Bakshi overdid the rotoscoping, or, perhaps, underdid it
was more appropriate; his orcish scenes, particularly the army ones, were
so little animated that they looked simply like bad live film footage. He
also failed to have any variety or close shots in most of the seige
footage, so that almost all of that was just seas of rather ugly people
with axes and spears.
   However, there were several parts that were very good, including the
Balrog. Ouch.

   The "Return of the King", by Rankin-Bass, was in almost every way an
inferior effort. As previously noted, they also did "The Hobbit", which
wasn't bad but, in both cases they added musical numbers that seemed more
comical than threatening and in RotK, they SHOULD have been threatening.
Instead, we got the memorable classic, "Where there's a Whip, there's a
way!"...

   What I would REALLY like to see would be a live-action Lord of the Rings
adaptation. If necessary, in two or three parts. NO cutting of character
scenes. Careful working with the original to make sure that it's as close
as humanly possible to what Tolkien intended. (Bakshi's biggest oops, in my
opinion, was with Treebeard. The Ents were not supposed to look like
walking trees, but like giant men who had a strong kinship with trees, or
like nature-related Trolls since the Trolls were supposed to be imperfect
copies of Ents.)

------------------------------

Date: 15 Sep 91 09:03:23 GMT
From: klaus@diku.dk (Klaus Ole Kristiansen)
Subject: Re: Lord of the Rings Movie

To me the movie was a great disappointment. There was so much missing that
the people I know who saw the movie without having read the book were
totally lost. I, having read the book, was very annoyed with the changes
made.

I am not talking about things like having only one rather than two
encounters with the Black Rider, or meeting Legolas rather than Glorfindel
on the road. These things are necessary to keep the movie short.

I am talking about things like having the west door of Moria open inwards.
The fact that it opens outwards plays a part in the story, and there is no
reason at all for the change. When the Watcher closes the doors, it reaches
inside the tunnel, grasps the doors (which have no handles), and pulls them
shut! Don't try this at home, you will crush your fingers.

Klaus O K

------------------------------

Date: 16 Sep 91 07:17:34 GMT
From: lorend@pro-scat.cts.com (System Administrator)
Subject: Re: Lord of the Rings Movie

taihou@iss.nus.sg (Tng Tai Hou) writes:
[some text deleted]
>It's a shame the rotoscoping work isn't carried further for a sequel in
>LOTR. Can anyone tell me if a sequel is the works? Can we persuade the
>producer to make the final part?

Please, don't let them do it again! That has to have been one of the most
horrible travesties ever perpetrated. It is possible to squeeze a short
story into a movie, harder to jam a novella into one, and flatly impossible
to treat a novel properly with anything less than an ongoing series that
would last for a year or so. (Tune in next week for another two-hour
continuation of our story! ;-) There are exceptions to this, of course -
you'll notice that a lot of authors grew up watching television instead of
reading books, and they write _screenplays_. Not a style I particularly go
out of my way for, but it has its place.

Internet: lorend@pro-scat
UUCP: crash!pro-scat!lorend
ARPA: crash!pro-scat!lorend@nosc.mil

------------------------------

Date: 16 Sep 91 15:19:09 GMT
From: geb@speedy.cs.pitt.edu (Gordon Banks)
Subject: Re: Lord of the Rings Movie

resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor) writes:
>What I would REALLY like to see would be a live-action Lord of the Rings
>adaptation. If necessary, in two or three parts. NO cutting of character
>scenes. Careful working with the original to make sure that it's as close
>as humanly possible to what Tolkien intended. 

Unfortunately, that would take *10* parts, not two or three.  Impractical
financially.  Perhaps something could be done with Beren & Luthien, or
Turin Turumbar, but from what I've seen on the net, I'm almost alone in my
love for these stories.

Gordon Banks
geb@cadre.dsl.pitt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Sep 91 14:25:38 GMT
From: danw@hightop.hac.com (Dan White)
Subject: Re: Lord of the Rings Movie

taihou@iss.nus.sg (Tng Tai Hou) writes:
> It's a shame the rotoscoping work isn't carried further

LOTR was NOT rotoscoped - it was TRACED !

   This was , IMHO , LOTR's biggest downfall. Rotoscope is a process,
invented by Max Fleischer, whereby animators use live-action film as a
GUIDE to their work. What Bakshi did was to have artists TRACE live action
footage. The difference is clear.

Dan White
danw@mitchell.hac.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 91 07:40:11 GMT
From: pz@jacobs.cs.orst.edu (PZ)
Subject: Aliens information

I have been searching for a *good* photo of the weapons carried by Vasquez
and Drake in the first attack in Aliens.  I have never seen it as (and
assume it isn't) an actual weapon.  I have been to quite a few science
fiction book stores, and have found nothing of value.  Any suggestions?  Is
there a 'The Making of Aliens' book out there?  I've also heard that the
pivots that the weapons were mounted on are like the ones used to hold
cameras for filming movies.  Is this true?  Thanks in advance for any help!

pz@prism.cs.orst.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 91 01:35:00 GMT
From: WITHALL%CTSTATEU@uconnvm.uconn.edu (Lisa Withall)
Subject: Sci-Fi Movies

Greetings,

I was wondering if anyone has compiled an extensive list of Science Fiction
(and sure why not Fantasy as well) movies?

I would like to figure out which ones I haven't seen and try to watch them
all.

Lisa Withall
Withall@Ctstateu

[Moderator's Note: Please send all responses directly to the poster who
will summarize to the net.  Thank you.]

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

       Television - Cast A Deadly Spell & Galaxy Rangers (3 msgs) &
                    Sci-Fi Channel (4 msgs) & V (5 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 91 20:06:30 GMT
From: cumming@pica.army.mil ("Robert C. Cumming", PEO)
Subject: HBO Special - "Cast A Deadly Spell"

Has anyone seen this HBO special yet?  I believe it aired for the first
time on Saturday night (Sept. 7th).  At least, that's when I saw it.  In a
nutshell, its premise, if it can be categorized at all, is an alternate
universe where H. P. Lovecraft is a Phillip Marlowe-style detective in
1940's Los Angeles.  His sometime nemesis/mentor on the police force (every
film noir or would be film noir private detective seems to have one of
these) is named Bradbury.  Minor Spoiler: Of course, instead of looking for
the Maltese Falcon, our hero is hired to find a stolen book - you guessed
it - the Necronomicon.  I had a feeling, that while this was obviously
written as a tribute of sorts to Lovecraft and Dashiel Hammet, it could
have been done better.  But I will give the author an E for effort for just
attempting this story, and there were some clever bits in the thing.  For
instance, since this is a universe where magic works, most manual labor is
done by zombies.  There is also a landlady who is a West Indian witch and a
two-dimensional nightclub (you have to see it...).  Anyway, I thought I'd
poll the net and see what other folks thought of this thing.

Regards.

Bob

------------------------------

Date: 10 Sep 91 17:26:31 GMT
From: POBERMARCK@intellicorp.com (Phil Obermarck)
Subject: Galaxy Rangers

About five years ago in 1985 or 86, one of our local independent TV
stations ran an animated series called _The Adventures of the Galaxy
Rangers_. It was one of the best animated sf series I can recall watching.
The animation was high quality (for a "kids" show - on a par with early GI
JOE), and the writing was excellent- entertaining for kids and adults.  The
stories revolved around the four main characters, each with a different
power.  The stories were western in flavor, with each planet being an type
of western settlement.  Well, the annoying part was that it ran for such a
short time (1 season?), and was stopped for no apparent reason (other than
the fact that I seem to be the only in my area who even heard of it:-).
Does anyone out there have more information on it - is it out on video or
being rerun?

There was a lot more to the stories and plot than that, but I haven't the
time right now to put it all down.  I also seem to recall that Brian Daly
was one of the writer (if hes on the net maybe he could comment).

I apologize for the rambling tone of the message, but again am pressed for
time.

Thanks in advance.

Phil Obermarck
POBERMARCK@INTELLICORP.COM

------------------------------

Date: 11 Sep 91 15:44:12 GMT
From: davep@milton.u.washington.edu (David Ptasnik)
Subject: Re: Galaxy Rangers

Galaxy Rangers was an amazing bit of video.  

It seems to be broken up into three seasons.  Unfortunately they cuted out
the last season, could be what killed them.  They also had a large group of
opponents for the rangers.  While this made the show much more interesting,
it made selling toys much more difficult (one GI Joe per Cobra seems to
market better).  It had a nice hard edge to it.  Good and bad guys actually
got killed (none of this parachute from every burning plane stuff) and
there was real emotion shown.

The animation had one unique and "way cool" effect.  They superimposed
computer line graphics into starship display screens and other appropriate
locations.  Gave the show a real feel of reality and technology.
Definitely worth seeking out.  Now if only there was a market for the GURPS
role playing supplement I put together for the Galaxy Rangers universe.

davep@u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 91 14:28:33 GMT
From: hades@coos.dartmouth.edu (Hades)
Subject: Re: Galaxy Rangers

POBERMARCK@INTELLICORP.COM (Phil Obermarck) writes:
>About five years ago in 1985 or 86, one of our local independent TV
>stations ran an animated series called _The Adventures of the Galaxy
>Rangers_. 

    At the time, it was one of the best animated shows on television. There
were about 5 of us that used to reserve the TV Lounge in our dorm at 3:30
every afternoon just to watch Galaxy Rangers. I really like tha character
of Shane Gooseman, he had a lot more depth than you would think for an
outlaw turned lawman.
    The show actually ran for 2 full seasons and then disappeared from
television. And I have absolutley no idea if there are plans to put it on
tape. I have looked from time to time, but I have seen no sign of the
reruns being shown on any station that the cabel companies carry up here.

>There was a lot more to the stories and plot than that, but I haven't the
>time right now to put it all down.  I also seem to recall that Brian Daly
>was one of the writer (if hes on the net maybe he could comment).

    Some of the stories were amazing! Especially a couple of the 2 parters,
because the writers were able to really get into the characters, and the
plot having a whole hour to work with for 1 story. I really wished they
hadn't cancelled the show, but I feel it may be gone forever.

Brian V. Hughes
Mac Database Administrator
Dartmouth Medical School
hades@Coos.Dartmouth.Edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Sep 91 02:12:10 GMT
From: rbuergi@triton.unm.edu (Roy Buergi)
Subject: Sci-Fi Channel: New programming acquisitions

The Sci-Fi Channel has acquired the anthology series "One Step Beyond," the
animated version of "Star Trek," the aliens-plan-to-take-over-the- world
series "The Invaders," and a package of films, according to press releases
faxed to me by Auriette Hahn, the channel's director of fan relations.

A Sept. 12 press release says the basic cable network has an exclusive
license to all 43 episodes of "The Invaders," which originally aired on ABC
in the late 1960s. The main character was played by Roy Thinnes, who
appeared in NBC's "Dark Shadows" revival last season.

An Aug. 29 press release says, "'One Step Beyond' mesmerizes audiences; the
stories examine unexplained psychic phenomena ...  based on truth." The
program first aired on ABC from 1959 to 1961.

Another Aug. 29 press release says Paramount has licensed to the channel
all of "Star Trek: The Animated Series" and a package of movies, including
"Conquest of Space," "The Colossus of New York," "Robinson Crusoe on Mars,"
"Targets," "Project X" and "Man Without a Body."

The press releases also say the channel will air its three Flash Gordon
programs in one themed block of programming (Auriette suggested "Flash
Friday" to me), with "high-tech sci-fi graphics" packaging the themed
block. "One Step Beyond" also will have "brand new suspenseful openings and
closings."

Here now is the full list of the Sci-Fi Channel's acquired programs, in
approximate order of acquisition: "Dark Shadows" (original series, all
1,225 episodes), "Doctor Who" (pre-1970 only), "Flash Gordon" (Buster
Crabbe serials), "The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy" (BBC six-part
series), "The Prisoner," "Space: 1999," "Captain Scarlet vs.  the
Mysterons" (Supermarionation), "Stingray" (Supermarionation), "The New
Adventures of Flash Gordon" (animated), "Defenders of the Earth" (animated,
featuring Flash Gordon and others), "Star Trek: The Animated Series," "One
Step Beyond" and "The Invaders."

Absent from these press releases is any mention of a firm launch date.  The
channel still is saying it expects to be on the air in "the fall."  (The
fall of WHAT, though - communism? Beats me.)

Roy Buergi

------------------------------

Date: 16 Sep 91 15:15:43 GMT
From: phil@eecs.nwu.edu (William LeFebvre)
Subject: Re: Sci-Fi Channel: New programming acquisitions

rbuergi@triton.unm.edu (Roy Buergi) writes:
> Here now is the full list of the Sci-Fi Channel's acquired programs, in
> approximate order of acquisition: "Dark Shadows" (original series, all
> 1,225 episodes), "Doctor Who" (pre-1970 only),...

I hope those aren't all EXCLUSIVE licenses!  I sincerely hope that their
licensing agreement will not interfere with a local station's ability to
broadcast said series.  If it does, I will be the first in line to boycott
the channel.

BTW:  pre-1970 Doctor Who is nothing to write home about...

Bill

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 91 04:22:34 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (The Film Fan Man)
Subject: Re: Sci-Fi Channel: New programming acquisitions

phil@eecs.nwu.edu (William LeFebvre) writes:
>>Here now is the full list of the Sci-Fi Channel's acquired programs, in
>>approximate order of acquisition: "Dark Shadows" (original series, all
>>1,225 episodes), "Doctor Who" (pre-1970 only),...
>
>I hope those aren't all EXCLUSIVE licenses! I sincerely hope that their
>licensing agreement will not interfere with a local station's ability to
>broadcast said series.

I'd be surprised if they *weren't* exclusive licenses. Most of the cable
channel licenses for shows are exclusive. Note, for example, Lifetime's
lock on SPENSER FOR HIRE, MOONLIGHTING, and L.A. LAW. The Family Channel's
recently-expired exclusive on BEAUTY AND THE BEAST. TNT's exclusive on THE
MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E. and (apparently) THE OUTER LIMITS, and so forth.

I *believe* that if any independent stations currently have a contract for
one of the shows that the Sci-Fi Channel is exclusively licensing, that
they can continue to broadcast the show for the remainder of their contract
period, but they won't be able to renew it, nor will other stations be able
to acquire the show.

>If it does, I will be the first in line to boycott the channel.

Why?  Principle?

I mean, either you'll be able to get it or you won't. If you can't get it,
then boycotting is an empty threat. If you can, then you're screwing
yourself out of shows that you (presumably) want to see.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 91 22:58:30 GMT
From: mtpins@icaen.uiowa.edu (Michael T Pins)
Subject: Re: Sci-Fi Channel: New programming acquisitions

boyajian@ruby.dec.com writes:
>phil@eecs.nwu.edu (William LeFebvre) writes:
>>>Here now is the full list of the Sci-Fi Channel's acquired programs, in
>>>approximate order of acquisition: "Dark Shadows" (original series, all
>>>1,225 episodes), "Doctor Who" (pre-1970 only),...
>
>>I hope those aren't all EXCLUSIVE licenses! I sincerely hope that their
>>licensing agreement will not interfere with a local station's ability to
>>broadcast said series.
>
>I'd be surprised if they *weren't* exclusive licenses. Most of the cable
>channel licenses for shows are exclusive. Note, for example, Lifetime's
>lock on SPENSER FOR HIRE, MOONLIGHTING, and L.A. LAW. The Family Channel's
>recently-expired exclusive on BEAUTY AND THE BEAST. TNT's exclusive on THE
>MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E. and (apparently) THE OUTER LIMITS, and so forth.

But none of the above are distributed by Lionheart (the BBC greed in
America).  The Sci-Fi network has non-exclusive rights to show the William
Hartnell and Patrick Troughton episodes of Dr Who.

Michael Pins
amigapd@isca.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 91 00:01:12 GMT
From: bsu-cs!bsu-ucs!00sdriddle@iuvax.cs.indiana.edu
Subject: V

Anyone who would like to see a conclusion to the V series should write to

   Warner Bros. Television
   4000 Warner Blvd.
   Burbank, CA 91522

   A 4 hour mini series titled V-the Next Chapter has been written.  Warner
Bros. may consider syndication of a new V series.  Let's hope it is of the
quality of the mini series and not the cartoonish weekly series!

------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 91 12:47:08 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: V

00sdriddle@bsu-ucs.uucp writes:
>A 4 hour mini series titled V-the Next Chapter has been written.  Warner
>Bros. may consider syndication of a new V series.  Let's hope it is of the
>quality of the mini series and not the cartoonish weekly series!

   I agree here with both things (that I'd like to see the thing finished
and I'd like to NOT see it at the series quality [non-quality] level).
   I actually enjoyed "V", even though it had scientific holes you could
drive the Death Star through and was a thinly-disguised Nazi parable.  The
big objection that I used to hear (and even thought of first for myself,
how about that), about how it'd be easier to get water elsewhere, didn't
bother me because they were also here to get hot lunches. THOSE couldn't be
gotten anywhere else...
   (Of course, I always wondered just where they were getting their energy
from if shipping meat trans-stellar was economically practical...)

------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 91 13:09:31 GMT
From: blj@wam.umd.edu (Barry Johnson)
Subject: Re: V

Do you have any information on what the movie would contain?  For instance,
would it pick up from the the last movie (The Final Battle, I think), or
would it incorporate everything that went on in the series as well?  I
would hope that it would be the former, because the series got a little too
outlandish, even for me.  But I've been hoping that they would do something
with the concept (something worthwhile, that is) for a long time, and I
would really enjoy a new movie.  What kind of plot do you think would work
best with such a movie?
 
Barry Johnson
University of Maryland, College Park
blj@wam.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 91 13:59:38 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: V

blj@wam.umd.edu (Barry Johnson) writes:
>What kind of plot do you think would work best with such a movie?

   Well, the fan-organizations have done a lot of stuff with the series,
some of it quite good. (How many of you knew that there were enough fans of
V out there to have a still-healthy national organization?  I didn't until
a friend of mine JOINED them.)
   Several points I'd like to see covered:

   First, the longer the aliens stay here, the smaller the techno-gap is
going to be. The first priority of people is going to be to GET THEIR
STUFF... and with the help of the Fifth Column, they could do enough work
to learn quite a bit.
   Second, the alien race that the Visitors are fighting: we really need to
resolve this. Are these beings ones that humans could ally with, or will it
turn out that they are totally hostile to other lifeforms and that we will
have to work WITH the Visitors? (It's easily possible also to tie in "Alien
Nation", but I'd rather they didn't. Adding the monstrous scientific holes
of AN to V would just be too much)
   Third, how about a strikeforce? If the Final Battle happened, then we
have one major-size Mothership available; a quick, unexpected strike
against the Visitor Homeworld might teach the lizards that it was just not
worth it to bother us. (It would also give us a chance to see how the
Visitors live at home, what their culture is like when NOT contaminated/
constrained by the Earth cultures around them)

------------------------------

Date: 20 Sep 91 21:47:58 GMT
From: bsu-cs!bsu-ucs!00sdriddle@iuvax.cs.indiana.edu
Subject: V the Next Chapter concept(?)

   The British magazine TV Zone states in issue 17 that Kenneth Johnson,
V's creator, is waiting to ensure a return of the major cast in the
proposed conclusion.  As you know Johnson left before the Final Battle
finished so the first V was totally his while the other two incarnations
weren't. (Although the Final Battle included some of his ideas.)

   If Johnson is heading the project, this would be great news as I'm sure
he could turn out a quality product.

   However, this same magazine also reports in a later issue that "V:the
Next Chapter" will not include a return of the major cast although at least
one cast member may make a cameo appearance.

   TV Zone says that since V:TNC will be intended for first run
syndication, the next step will be to taken to to NATPE (the marketplace
for American syndicated series in February 1992) As of last month, Warner
Bros. doesn't have a file for V:TNC.

   Jane Badler (Diana) is now living in Australia and won't fly to the
states for more than two weeks IF it ever comes about and IF she is asked.

   The question then is: Does TV Zone know what it is talking about?  I
won't believe it until I read it in Starlog or an American publication.

   As for the plot, I would hope it would take up after the first
miniseries.  The show lost its charm when the whole world knew their true
nature and intentions.  If Johnson is involved maybe that it is where it
would take up since he really wasn't involved with the other two.  I could
live without what happened after the series last episode if we were given a
top notch miniseries or series that would take up during the occupation
period.

------------------------------
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Date: Thu, 26 Sep 91 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: New archive files

Well, it's the start of a new television season and it's time once again
to watch new episodes of your favorite show.  It's also time to start
updating various things in the archives such as episode guides.

To begin with, for you leapers out there, quantum-leap.primer and
quantum-leap.faql have both been updated for the new season.  I've been
promised that updates to the guide will be done Real Soon Now and as soon
as I have the updates, they will be posted as well.

Star Trek: The Next Generation begins this week with "Redemption II" but, I
will not see it until Saturday which is one week after the episode was
uplinked via satellite.  On the plus side though, the station I watch it on
(WPIX, channel 11 in New York) is having a 10-hour Star Trek marathon,
followed by the season premiere of ST:TNG, followed by a 2-hour special on
Star Trek's 25th Anniversary.  Trekkie heaven.  I'm going to make every
attempt possible this year to update the episode guide within a few days of
seeing the episode so look for the updates on Monday or Tuesday.

Also, now in the archives is Evelyn Leeper's convention report for Chicon.
The report, because of size, has been split into three easy-to-transfer
chunks - chicon.report.part1, chicon.report.part2 and chicon.report.part3.
Evelyn, as usual, has done an excellent job of reporting on the convention
- - no wonder she's a two-time Hugo nominee for her fan writing.  Thanks,
Evelyn!

Finally, in the some-things-never-die category is the call for votes on the
Usenet reorganization of rec.arts.sf-lovers.  For those of you that have
been around through the summer, you'll remember that there was a vote
attempt in August after two months of heated discussion.  The vote in
August essentially passed but was ignored by the backbone sites because of
voting irregularities.  Now, although the established guidelines call for a
6-month waiting period for failed votes, there is a second vote taking
place on the reorganization.  In the file cfv.txt in the archives is the
ballot for the vote and directions for voting.  For those who haven't been
following the discussions or who would like a recap of what's going on, the
file reorg-summary.txt has a comprehensive explanation.  Anyone who wishes
to may vote by sending a completed ballot to the address specified in
cfv.txt.  For a variety of reasons, I will not comment here or in private
on my personal opinion on the reorg - I've voted my conscience.

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 91 11:38:15 GMT
From: dave@casbah.acns.nwu.edu (Dave Wenger)
Subject: Re: New Hitchhiker's Guide??

ljason@wam.umd.edu (L. Jason colton) writes:
>Last year on the Larry King Show, Douglas Adams mentioned that he had
>written a fifth novel in the muddled-yet-bloody-brilliant _Hitchhiker's
>Guide to the Galaxy_ series.  The new novel was to be titled _Mostly
>Harmless_, and he said that it would be published in Britain this fall.
>Has ANYONE heard of this?  Has the illustriously dependably undependable
>Mr.  Adams missed yet a few more deadlines?  Oh, it's quite possible, but
>Who Knows...?

   Well, *I* have heard of this.  I went to see Douglas Adams last spring
at a bookstore in Evanston, IL, on a promo tour for _Last Chance to See_
which by the way is quite good.  He was of course asked about Hitchhiker
and he said that he was going to let it lay low for a while before bringing
out _Mostly Harmless_, but was working on it.  I cannot confirm any release
date, though I seem to have a lingering impression it would be next year,
but maybe I'm getting confused with data on the next Dirk Gently book.

   Douglas Adams looks exactly like one would expect him to - a ruddy,
pearish frood with a receding hairline, and he is just as funny in person
as he is on paper.

David Wenger
dave@casbah.acns.nwu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 91 22:14:00 GMT
From: ENLNIFHLATHU@cs8700.ucg.ie
Subject: CHERRYH

George Robbins writes:
>Consider re-reading 40,000 after Cyteen.  For better or worse, a lot of
>the context of 40,000 isn't detailed until you've read Cyteen and one or
>two other related books.

What are these books related to Cyteen?  The other SF of Cherryh's I have
read were the _Downbelow Station_ group, which seemed to be only marginally
part of the same universe.  About Cyteen, what I want to know is,
*SPOILER*

Who killed Ari?  Or does the book say, and I just didn't see it?  And, is
there a sequel for the life of Ari 2?

A.H.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 91 23:37:18 GMT
From: lgrant@lanczos.maths.tcd.ie (Lesley Grant)
Subject: Re: CHERRYH

ENLNIFHLATHU@cs8700.ucg.ie writes:
>What are these books related to Cyteen?  The other SF of Cherryh's I have
>read were the _Downbelow Station_ group, which seemed to be only
>marginally part of the same universe.

   All of Cherryh's SF is set in the same universe, the Union/Alliance
universe. _Cyteen_ and _40 000_ are the Union point of view, while
_Downbelow_ and _Merchanter's Luck_ give Alliance viewpoints. _Rimrunners_
gives a view of life in the Alliance as an ex-Mazianni. I'm inclined to
think that _Serpent's Reach_ and _Angel with the Sword_ are about Union
colonies (due to the use of the Union honorifics ser/sera, which don't seem
to be used by Earth or the Alliance). Cherryh's latest, _Heavy Time_, gives
a look at the Earth Company before the rebellion, and the setting up of
Union (what did others think of the ironic final scene?). And then there's
the alien Compact, over the other side of Sol. Everything is related to
each other.

>About Cyteen, what I want to know is, 
>
>*SPOILER*
>Who killed Ari?  Or does the book say, and I just didn't see it?  And, is
>there a sequel for the life of Ari 2?

   Good question. It could have been an accident after all. Maybe Denis had
flipped his lid 20 years earlier than we were led to believe.  After
reading the book a few times, I think it was an accident due to the
antiquated equipment, faulty door, etc.  And, apart from the fact that Ari
2 at 18 seemed a lot 'nicer' than Ari 1, there is not much info given on
her subsequent life.

Lesley

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 91 01:12:48 GMT
From: djheydt@garnet.berkeley.edu
Subject: Re: CHERRYH

ENLNIFHLATHU@cs8700.ucg.ie writes:
>About Cyteen, what I want to know is, 
>*SPOILER*
>Who killed Ari?  Or does the book say, and I just didn't see it?  And, is
>there a sequel for the life of Ari 2?

Sounds as if maybe you only got hold of the first volume.  _Cyteen_ has two
incarnations: as a great big fat hardback, and as a paperback trilogy with
subtitles The Betrayal, The Return, The Vindication.

Or if you know about all that, and what you mean is does anything cover Ari
2's life after the end of The Vindication, then: not so far as I know.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 91 06:33:20 GMT
From: erich@lighthouse.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider)
Subject: Re: CHERRYH

lgrant@maths.tcd.ie (Lesley Grant) writes:
>I'm inclined to think that _Serpent's Reach_ and _Angel with the Sword_
>are about Union colonies (due to the use of the Union honorifics ser/sera,
>which don't seem to be used by Earth or the Alliance).

_Angel with the Sword_ has a very enlightening timeline in the back (at
least in the hardcover edition) which details the history of the
Union/Alliance/Compact universe from about 2600AD on. (The Compact never
reappears; presumably Earth, having burned its fingers, avoids it, and the
Compact reciprocates, since its the knnn who are on that "side" anyway.) It
states explicitly that the colony in _Angel_ was a "wildcat" Union colony
(i.e. totally illegal). _SR_ also features the presence of the huge azi
servant population, a Union phenomenon.  (They're even called "azi".)

One of the things that brought a chuckle to me as I read _Angel with the
Sword_ was that once the main character, in a totally casual way, uses the
term "warp" as slang for "to arrive". ("A couple of freight barges from
upriver had warped in Detside.") I makes me wonder how much the people of
that world know about their old spacefaring culture.

erich@lighthouse.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 91 14:59:08 GMT
From: HEROY%LSUVM@ricevm1.rice.edu (Paul Heroy)
Subject: The Black Company

Brooke Poul Anderson asked if there were any Black Company fans out here...
definitely! Terrific stuff and if you like the BC books, check out The
Tower of Fear. You also might try to find the Dread Empire books, although
those are mostly out of print. The original three, by Ace, are probably the
toughest to find: October's Baby, A Shadow of All Night Falling, and All
Darkness Met. Two more, which occur chronologically before the first three,
are from Baen: With Mercy Toward None, and The Fire In His Hands.  Finally,
there are two in print (gasp!) from TOR: An Ill Fate Marshalling, and Reap
the East Wind. Apparently the best way to get most of these books is by
finding Cook at a con. He apparently attends many and has a table at which
he sells his books.

Unfortunately, the next (last?) book in the BC series has (as has been
chronicled here) been started and stopped THREE times, and has now been put
aside. Fairly authoritative word has it that GC's working on another couple
of Dread Empire books. Said word also claims that he says that he (Glen
Cook) is, more or less, Croaker.

Paul Heroy
HEROY@LSUVM
heroy@lsuvm.sncc.lsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 91 16:47:29 GMT
From: drenze@umaxc.weeg.uiowa.edu (Douglas Renze)
Subject: Re: THE BLACK COMPANY, by Cook

brooke@cco.caltech.edu (Brooke Paul Anderson) writes:
>Any fans of THE BLACK COMPANY out there?  I think this is really a great
>series of books, even though it took me almost a whole book to get into
>it.
>
>For those of you who are a little tired of fantasy where the main
>character is pure and good, fighting unselfishly to save the world, check
>out THE BLACK COMPANY.

Yes!  I, too am a fan of the Black Company.  I find it refreshing.
However, I have to dispute your assertion that the motives of the Company
are less than pure and good. ;) they may start out that way, but they do
end up fighting to save the world because they just happen to have been the
wrong people in the wrong place at the wrong time.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 91 19:50:00 GMT
From: koh@eng.umd.edu (Young Je Koh)
Subject: Re: THE BLACK COMPANY, by Cook

I'll have to add my 2 cents and agree that I thoroughly enjoyed the series.
But I haven't read the Book of the South (?) series.  Is it as good as the
originial trilogy?  And also, could someone post the order of the books in
the second series?

Thanks.

Young J. Koh
University of Maryland
Dept of Electrical Engineering
koh@eng.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 91 00:28:40 GMT
From: s861022@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au (Harry the Dirty Dog)
Subject: Re: Black Company

brooke@cco.caltech.edu (Brooke Paul Anderson) writes:
>Heh!  Strange coincidence (maybe I should call Time-Life books): I just
>posted a message about THE BLACK COMPANY a day ago.
>
>Tom, I really liked that series.  In fact, it's one of my favorites.  I
>don't have any information on the release date for the last book.

I read the Black Company a few years ago on the recommendation of a friend
and was pretty impressed, it got me onto Glen Cook in general.

The first Black Company trilogy always struck me as one of the better
fantasy works I have read.  The second trilogy when it came out struck me
as a little disappointing.  Cook decided to explain a few things that
shouldn't have been explained (like giving magic a bit too much definition.
In the first series, magic was simply something that others didn't
understand and weren't likely to.  In the second series, the Lady just
gives a bit too much away for my liking).  There are a couple of other
disappointing parts that I won't mention because they spoil things a bit
too much.

Overall a series definitely worth reading.

Harry
s861022@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 91 18:19:09 GMT
From: sethcohn@alchemy.ithaca.ny.us (seth cohn)
Subject: Gerrold's 4th Chtorr novel?

I'm STILL WAITING for it.  How long has it been now...  let's see, 3rd (A
rage for Revenge) was published in april 1989 and in it they saw... Coming
in Spring of 1990 4th book!  well, it's now 1 1/2 years later and NOTHING!

What's up?  Any thing anyone inside can leak to us?

DAVID GERROLD, if you are around, PLEASE PLEASSE PLEASE !!  release this
book ASAP.  It's the best thing since Heinlein!  (Heck it READS like
Heinlein wrote it!)

Any idea on title?  On WHEN?  On WHY it's SO late??????

Seth Cohn
seth@alchemy.tn.cornell.edu
sethcohn@alchemy.ithaca.ny.us

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 91 17:08:02 GMT
From: kuryakin@bcstec.boeing.com (Rick Pavek)
Subject: Re: Gerrold's 4th Chtorr novel?

As a school project, my son was required to contact an author and ask a few
questions.  I'd turned him on to the Chtorr so he decided to use that
series and David Gerrold for his project focus.

We finally got a letter back from David and he'd indicated that the fourth
novel _A Season for Slaughter_ would go to the publisher mid-July.

The fifth novel was 1/3 finished.  No name given.  This was as of late
June.

Rick Pavek
kuryakin@bcstec.boeing.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 91 18:06:50 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: Barbra Hambly

WITHALL%CTSTATEU@UCONNVM.UCONN.EDU (Lisa Withall) writes:
> I have read her series with Walls of Air in it and thought at the time it
> was some of the best Fantasy I had read in a while.  However everything
> she has ever written since has failed to impress me.  Her later works
> seem uninspired and simple.

   That was the Darwath Trilogy (I always think of it as the Dark trilogy.
Nasty things, the Dark). I also loved it, and still do.

   I think the problem with her books is not that they are uninspired in
all ways, but that she has certain dominant elements that are present in
ALL her books (with the possible exception of Dragonsbane, which I haven't
gotten, and Those Who Hunt the Night). These elements:
   A powerful Church, STRONGLY reminiscent of the old-style inquisitional
Christian church, which hates magic/magicians.
   Mages who are necessary but who are persecuted for their power, often at
the instigation of the Church.
   The fact that magical talent is inborn and MUST be used, amounting to a
nearly irresistible siren call that makes the "mageborn" give up everything
to wield the power.
   Usually there is also the Void, an extradimensional space that can give
passage (and does, in the Darwath Trilogy, the Darkmage bilogy, and in
Sun-Cross) to other worlds, usually OURS.
   As of yet there is no indication of that Void showing up in the Sun Wolf
series, but I'm not going to be surprised if it does.
   In short, all her books have sufficient similarities that they could be
taking place all in one world, just in different sections of it.  (In fact,
I'm waiting for her to start connecting all of them together.)

   The structural similarities aside, there also tend to be certain similar
characters. Nonetheless I find myself interested in her stories because she
adds enough original substance and ideas to make them worthwhile.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 91 18:00:49 GMT
From: st883250@pip.cc.brandeis.edu 
Subject: Chung Kuo

I'm new to this net, so excuse me if I violate any standard protocol.

I recently picked up a book called Chung Kuo by David Mitchell, and I
highly recommend it. It's less of a science-fiction book - I'd say it's
more of a "future-historical-fiction" detailing a future in which the
Chinese rule the Earth (which is now referred to as Chung Kuo). A group of
dispersionists, generally opposed to the Chinese rule, are desperately
starting a rebellion as well as independently financing space travel and
generation ships.

I found the novel to be engrossing, lavishly descriptive yet never bulky or
bogged down with unnecessary fluff. The use of Chinese terminology and
names can get confusing, especially for the more Eurocentric readers, but
after a while it becomes second-nature.

The book was also suspenseful and imaginative, successfully groping
simultaneously with a large cast of characters and the development and
fleshing out of their personalities and quirks.

Chung Kuo: The Middle Earth is the first book of what I believe to be a ten
book series. It is fairly long but well worth the reading.

------------------------------
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Date: 19 Sep 91 12:55:41 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant

dup@nyquist.ee.wits.ac.za (M du Plessis) writes:
>of all that is unadmirable in a fantasy hero. IS THERE A WOMAN OUT THERE
>WHO LIKES THOMAS COVENANT? I have more than once heard it suggested that

   Well, I no longer have contact with this young lady, but she liked the
Thomas Covenant series (both of them) immensely; so much, in fact, that her
online process name was Linden Avery.
   I've known a couple other women who liked the TC books, but a lot of
this rests, with BOTH men and women, with having either staying power OR
with finding (as I did) that Donaldson just sucked you in even if you HATED
Covenant.
   Once you've read the ENDING of the first sequence, generally you end up
with a more positive view of TC. But you absolutely have to get past the
first hundred pages or so.
   You also have to be fairly open-minded in that you can condemn
Covenant's actions without automatically condemning him. In general I
consider rape to be a capital offense; however, I can understand, if not
condone, what led Covenant to his actions and I was willing to grit my
teeth and see what happened afterwards.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Sep 91 12:36:57 GMT
From: IO80035@maine.maine.edu
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant

Speaking from the male perspective, I enjoyed the CHRONICLES OF THOMAS
COVENANT, and I knew one (yes, that's right singular) girl when I was in
high school, who loved the books.

My sister-in-law does not like LORD FOUL'S BANE because it was not what she
was expecting.  The rape scene did not bother her, it was just too stuffy.

However, that does bring an interesting point.  All things considered,
Covenant was an asshole.  The stories were fantastic, but he was the
biggest anti-hero ever created.

Butch

------------------------------

Date: 20 Sep 91 19:46:31 GMT
From: neutron!lnh@eda.teradyne.com (sometimes a Wombat)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant

kcr@rushforth.Eng.Sun.COM (Kevin Rushforth) writes:
>For myself, I enjoyed the Thomas Covenant trilogies, at times in spite of,
>and at other times because of, Covenant's unrelenting whining, and his
>treatment of others.  I read TC at a time when I was becoming weary of
>epic fantasy, featuring heroic protagonists who not only did all the RIGHT
>things but they did them for all the RIGHT reasons.  By contrast, I found
>the character of Thomas Covenant very refreshing.

I too read Covenent while getting tired of epic fantasy trilogies.  Since
then, I've only been able to read one such trilogy without setting it aside
with great force.  Why?  Because of Lord Foul.

*No* Incarnation of Evil I have seen can hold a candle to Lord Foul.  None
of them are anywhere near as vivid.  Donaldson shows us vicerally that he
*is* Despite; all other authors just say, "He's evil."  Gee.

I will occasionally read single-volume epic fantasies, if done well and do
not depend on Good vs. Evil, e.g. _Tigana_ by Guy Gavrial Kay.  But I can
only recommend three epic trilogies/series: The Lord of the Rings, because
it's the original and everything is but a pale imitation; Thomas Covenent,
for both Foul and Covenent's character and dilemma; and The Fionavar
Tapestry by G.G. Kay, though the Evil is excedingly pale, and it is another
pale shadow of Tolkien, it has real characters and it is the *only* epic
fantasy I've seen to use religion effectively.

Not being female, nor having induced my SO to read Covenent, I can't speak
to the original query.

Larry Hammer
LNH@albert.physics.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Sep 91 21:37:38 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant

ccusrdt@brunel.ac.uk.brunel.ac.uk (Robert D Turner) writes:
>Is he a hero ?  I have always taken TC as being a constant anti-hero, with
>the other characters in the books being the true heros (Mhoram,
>Foamfollower (sp ? - the giant)) and Lindon (?) in the second series.
>It's a long time since I have read the books, but TC always seemed to only
>join the ranks of 'herohood' at the end of book six.

It's LindEn.

   I think Thomas became a Hero at the end of book Three; at the point that
he decided to DO something, and DID, to work for the value of the Land, at
that point Thomas Covenant became the Hero. He was also a wise enough hero
to recognize both his limitations and those of the Land.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Sep 91 03:04:43 GMT
From: cellar!emrys@uunet.uu.net (mitch gorman)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant

dup@nyquist.ee.wits.ac.za (M du Plessis) writes:
> most fantasy series do, none of us knows a woman who has not read the
> first book in the series (`Lord Foul's Bane') and condemned the series a
> waste of time or worse, largely or entirely because she has found
> Covenant, leprous and hung-up about his impotence as he is, the epitome
> of all that is unadmirable in a fantasy hero. IS THERE A WOMAN OUT THERE
> WHO LIKES THOMAS COVENANT? I have more than once heard it suggested that
> you have to be a man to admite him, and we'd be interested to know if
> this is true.

   I don't think anyone really 'likes' him.  I think the progression is
sort of like this: after the first 100 pages (if you like _Donaldson_ at
all by then, that is), you pretty much hate him for the slimy lowlife that
he is; after the first book, you begin to see what motivates him; after the
first series, you begin to respect him for his own personal integrity and
self-consistency; after both series, well, then, yeah, maybe you like him a
little, but it's much more of a respect for his perserverance at living by
his own code of honor (which is modified thru the 6 books to be less
self-oriented and more other-oriented), with a healthy understanding that
he's really and truly human, with human faults and shortcomings.

Pseudo-spoiler ahead!!

   Now, I am certain that women will react differently towards him than men
will.  Women will take the rape of Lena in a much more personal fashion
than most men, simply because rape is not a likely crime to be perpetrated
upon a man.  I've never yet met a woman who had any sympathy whatsoever for
anyone convicted of rape.  Which sort of restores a bit of my faith in
humanity, actually!

   Cheers.


Mitch
emrys@cellar.uucp
cellar!emrys@tredysvr.tredydev.unisys.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Sep 91 10:46:34 GMT
From: mapapanikola@amherst.bitnet (Matthew A. Papanikolas)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant

I reread 'Lord Foul's Bane' a few months ago and found the rape scene
rather disturbing.  Since there is no excuse for his action, there is no
use looking for one.  The question remains as to whether or not this is an
essential part of the book, and it appears to be, considering all the
consequences of it (Elena, for example).  I can only imagine that Donaldson
wants the reader to despise Covenant so that the book becomes more
interesting - Covenant is the typical anti-hero.

The Chronicles of Thomas Covenant remain among my favorite books of all
time, but I'm generally afraid to recommend the books to anyone for fear
that they'll be completely turned off and offended by the first 60 pages
(or so) of 'Lord Foul's Bane'.  I don't think that anyone can actually say
they like Thomas Covenant, but the books are certainly some of the best.

Matt Papanikolas
Amherst College

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 91 10:44:50 GMT
From: mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Michel Forget)
Subject: Mordant's Need -- Stephen R. Donaldson

I've noticed the talk about "The Chronicles Of Thomas Covenant" and "The
Second Chronicles Of Thomas Convenant", and I was wondering how people feel
about "Mordant's Need", which is a two book story.  I found that it is much
easier to hold your interest in these books than Donaldson's other works.
The story was excellent, but I found it easy to get confused with all of
the mirrors.

When the people of Mordant speak of "flat mirrors", are they talking about
mirrors that are *almost* flat?  Several people other than Terisa look into
the flat mirror that Havelock keeps in his mosaleum, and yet they retained
their sanity.  Or would you only lose your sanity if you looked into an
*almost* flat mirror that showed the spot on which you were standing, or a
truly flat mirror?

Despite these questions, I loved the story.  And heh, you don't even have
to hate the protagonist!

Lastly, has anyone read the Forbidden Knowledge novel (or is that the name
of the series)?  I saw it in the bookstore, but didn't have any time to
more than glance at the cover.

Michel Forget
ersys!mforget@nro.cs.athabascau.ca
mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca

------------------------------

Date: 20 Sep 91 18:43:17 GMT
From: kc2w+@andrew.cmu.edu (Kevin J. Chen)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant

>Is he a hero ?  I have always taken TC as being a constant anti-hero, with
>the other characters in the books being the true heros (Mhoram,
>Foamfollower (sp ? - the giant)) and Lindon (?) in the second series.

IMHO, Covenant was not so much an anti-hero as a reluctant one; Mhoram,
Foamfollower, Atiaran, Elena, and all of the others served to catalyze his
evolution from deplorable, self-loathing leper to (somewhat) respectable
hero.  It isn't until the second series that we see that Covenant has, to
an extent, accepted the Land for what it is.  Until he does this, he cannot
truly be heroic, since he doesn't really believe that the Land exists.

A lot of people always seem to pick on Covenant's character as being
despicable and whiny (some have gone so far to label him a misanthrope),
but I think his personality comes directly from his treatment (by himself
and others) as a man with leprosy, rather than simply a man.  Covenant has
been isolated from everything that he once held dear, and he has been
further cursed with the necessity of maintaining his guard against
*everything*, lest he kill himself through lack of vigilance.  As
detestable as he may seem at times, he is one of the most deeply portrayed
characters I have read in a fantasy novel, and will continue to be one of
my favorites.

Kevin.
kc2w+@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 91 19:33:57 GMT
From: spcoltri@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu (Steve Coltrin)
Subject: Re: Mordant's Need -- Stephen R. Donaldson

mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Michel Forget) writes:
>When the people of Mordant speak of "flat mirrors", are they talking about
>mirrors that are *almost* flat?  Several people other than Terisa look
>into the flat mirror that Havelock keeps in his mosaleum, and yet they
>retained their sanity.  Or would you only lose your sanity if you looked
>into an *almost* flat mirror that showed the spot on which you were
>standing, or a truly flat mirror?

   There are two different things called flat mirrors.  A mirror whose
surface is flat, but which is made with tincture, will produce an Image of
some place in Mordant.  Anyone (other than an Adept, or whatever the
terminology is) goes starkers.  If the mirror is untinted, it acts just
like the mirror on your bathroom wall, with the side effect of turning you
into a mental flatworm if you look at it.

>Lastly, has anyone read the Forbidden Knowledge novel (or is that the name
>of the series)?  I saw it in the bookstore, but didn't have any time to
>more than glance at the cover.

   I will if and only if they come out in paperback.  Since book 2 is
already out in hard while 1 hasn't been released in paperback yet, it seems
like they're going to do another Mission Earth on this: wait until the
whole series is out in hardcover before releasing paperback versions.

spcoltri@uokmax.ecn.uoknor.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 91 14:23:48 GMT
From: grohol@novavax.nova.edu (John Grohol)
Subject: Re^2: Thomas Covenant

Thomas Covenant was a hero exactly because he did _not_ act in so many
instances (in the second series, anyways) when it was quite likely that he
could have changed things for the better.

Power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely. Covenant knew this
much better than any of us (or his friends) could ever imagine and we just
have to accept this wisdom of his that was gained through _very painful_
experiences in the Land.

John M. Grohol
Center for Psych. Studies
Nova University
grohol@novavax.nova.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Sep 91 02:42:27 GMT
From: cellar!emrys@uunet.uu.net (mitch gorman)
Subject: Re: Re^2: Thomas Covenant

grohol@novavax.UUCP (John Grohol) writes:
> Thomas Covenant was a hero exactly because he did _not_ act in so many
> instances (in the second series, anyways) when it was quite likely that
> he could have changed things for the better.
> 
> Power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely. Covenant knew this
> much better than any of us (or his friends) could ever imagine and we
> just have to accept this wisdom of his that was gained through _very
> painful_ experiences in the Land.

   Well, hang on a sec, there, John.  Don't forget that he didn't know
_how_ to act (specifically, invoking the wild magic).  In his own mind, he
had _NO_ power, much less absolute power.  He could only respond to
situations as any other normal mortal man (afflicted with leprosy) could
respond.

   _In_retrospect_ we can see that his actions (or lack thereof) may have
been the correct course; he had no clue that that would be so.

Mitch
emrys@cellar.uucp
cellar!emrys@tredysvr.tredydev.unisys.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Sep 91 07:55:20 GMT
From: fraser@munta.cs.mu.oz.au (Fraser Wilson)
Subject: Re: Mordant's Need -- Stephen R. Donaldson

mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Michel Forget) writes:
>When the people of Mordant speak of "flat mirrors", are they talking about
>mirrors that are *almost* flat?  Several people other than Terisa look
>into the flat mirror that Havelock keeps in his mosaleum, and yet they
>retained their sanity.  Or would you only lose your sanity if you looked
>into an *almost* flat mirror that showed the spot on which you were
>standing, or a truly flat mirror?

You have to go through the mirror to lose your sanity.  Other than that, if
the mirror happens to show the spot on which you stand, you'll get
eternally translated automatically, immediatly, do not pass go etc.

>Lastly, has anyone read the Forbidden Knowledge novel (or is that the name
>of the series)?  I saw it in the bookstore, but didn't have any time to
>more than glance at the cover.

Do you mean _The Gap Into Vision: Forbidden Knowledge_?  Nope.

Fraser Wilson
Melboune Uni
Australia
fraser@mullauna.cs.mu.OZ.AU

------------------------------

Date: 22 Sep 91 07:40:04 GMT
From: msmith@meson.tricity.wsu.edu (Mark Smith)
Subject: Re: Mordant's Need -- Stephen R. Donaldson

mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Michel Forget) writes:
>Despite these questions, I loved the story.  And heh, you don't even have 
>to hate the protagonist!

I didn't HATE what's 'er face, but I couldn't really stand her either.  She
was a spineless jellyfish getting washed around by the waves.  She couldn't
make a decision.  All in all her personality was WEAK.  I was so frustrated
by her indecisivness.  The supporing characters were the only thing that
kept me going through the rest of the books.  Thank GOD for libraries.  I'd
have cried if I bought these even in paperback.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Sep 91 11:57:29 GMT
From: mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Michel Forget)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant

kc2w+@andrew.cmu.edu (Kevin J. Chen) writes:
> A lot of people always seem to pick on Covenant's character as being
> despicable and whiny (some have gone so far to label him a misanthrope),
> but I think his personality comes directly from his treatment (by himself
> and others) as a man with leprosy, rather than simply a man.  Covenant
> has been isolated from everything that he once held dear, and he has been
> further cursed with the necessity of maintaining his guard against
> *everything*, lest he kill himself through lack of vigilance.  As
> detestable as he may seem at times, he is one of the most deeply
> portrayed characters I have read in a fantasy novel, and will continue to
> be one of my favorites.

When Covenant first appears in the Land, Lena restores the feeling in his
extremities as well.  His sudden rush of feeling, confusion, and not to
mention the fact that he thinks he is dreaming probably all contribute to
his act of rape.  You have to feel sorry for Covenant, even though you
don't really like him.

Michel Forget
ersys!mforget@nro.cs.athabascau.ca
mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca   

------------------------------
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Date: 24 Sep 91 14:05:02 GMT
From: molla@paone.uucp (Levent Mollamustafaoglu)
Subject: Stranger In A Strange Land

I have just finished reading the new "unabridged" version of Stranger In A
Strange Land.  I am particularly interested in the changes which were done
in the "old" edition. I can guess some, namely deletion of "explicit scenes
and language" but I wonder if there was any change in the plot. I also
wonder what the effect of the novel was, when it first came out. (I was a
small child then, so I wouldn't know) Of course the material seems to be
pretty cliche now, but probably it was very controversial back then.  As to
my comments, I found it interesting but not extraordinary. Again, that
might be because of time depletion.

Dr. Levent Mollamustafaoglu
Harvard University
Division of Applied Sciences
Pierce Hall, G12h
Cambridge  MA  02138
(617) 495 - 8911
molla@paone.harvard.edu
molla@metatron.harvard.edu
molla%metatron@husc6.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 91 16:26:30 GMT
From: ZAK@cu.nih.gov
Subject: A CROOKED MAN

0001964967@mcimail.com (Daniel Burstein) writes:
> Robert Heinlein wrote a short story, based (loosely) in California,
> called "and he built a crooked house."
>
> This was a takeoff from the poem "There Was a Crooked Man" which had some
> popularity at the time.  I've been unable to track the full text.
>
> Anybody have it, or know a source?

I'm certain lots of people will send this, but...

It's a nursery rhyme; don't kids learn this stuff anymore?

   There was a crooked man
   Who walked a crooked mile,
   Found a crooked sixpence
   Upon a crooked stile.
   He bought a crooked cat,
   Which caught a crooked mouse,
   And they all lived together
   In a little crooked house.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 91 21:34:19 GMT
From: matt@physics16.berkeley.edu (Matt Austern)
Subject: Re: Heinlein the optimist?

geb@dsl.pitt.edu (gordon e. banks) writes:
> He upbraided me for using Heinlein in my .sig, saying that Methusaleh's
> Children was an example of an optimistic outcome for such technology.  I
> didn't interpret it quite that way, and remarked that Heinlein certainly
> seemed to fit the bill of a pessimistic misanthrope.  Although he held
> certain talented individuals in high esteem, it seems to me that
> Heinlein's view of human society as a whole is rather on the bleak side,
> with an especially dim view of the established political leadership.  Is
> my view of this idiosyncratic, or not?

Not in the least.  In fact, I would think it rather idiosyncratic if
someone called Heinlein optimistic.  A theme that seems to run through
almost all of Heinlein's work is that societies inevitably degenerate, and
that the most we can hope for, as individuals, is that we can get out
before the situation becomes so awful that even that is no longer possible.

Consider Methusaleh's Children.  This is the society that was portrayed as
being so humane in "Coventry" but, the instant that it saw an advantage in
oppressing a minority, it did so, ruthlessly and without hesitation.  And
did the longevity technology make life so wonderful?  Certainly not.
Skipping ahead to Time Enough for Love, we find an Earth which is so
horrible that people will not even visit it, and longevity was one of the
causes.

Heinlein seems to have had almost no respect for people in groups; his
assumption (in, for example, Tunnel in the Sky) is that no matter how calm
and intelligent people appear to be, they will become an irrational mob at
the slightest provocation.

Maybe the only reason people don't notice just how bleak Heinlein's vision
really is, is that his main characters are always those who are
self-reliant and lucky enough to escape the misery that appears in the
background.

[In case you haven't noticed, by the way, Heinlein is *my* "guilty reading
pleasure."]

Matt Austern
(415) 644-2618
matt@physics.berkeley.edu
austern@lbl.bitnet
austern@theorm.lbl.gov

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 91 11:52:06 GMT
From: dave@casbah.acns.nwu.edu (Dave Wenger)
Subject: Jubal Harshaw appearances?

   I recently gave away a copy of _Stranger in a Strange Land_, for the 9th
time, and was told by the girl I gave it to that she had read something
else involving Jubal Harshaw but was unable to recall what.  Does anyone
know of any other of Heinlein's stories that Dr. Harshaw appears in besides
the epilogue to _The Number of the Beast_?

David Wenger
dave@casbah.acns.nwu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 91 19:47:17 GMT
From: lintz@cis.udel.edu (Brian Lintz)
Subject: Re: Jubal Harshaw appearances?

dave@casbah.acns.nwu.edu (Dave Wenger) writes:
>I recently gave away a copy of _Stranger in a Strange Land_, for the 9th
>time, and was told by the girl I gave it to that she had read something
>else involving Jubal Harshaw but was unable to recall what.  Does anyone
>know of any other of Heinlein's stories that Dr. Harshaw appears in
>besides the epilogue to _The Number of the Beast_?

I believe that Jubal Harshaw appeared in _The Cat Who Walked Through
Walls_, along with Lazurus Long and Mike the Computer. I'm not entirely
sure, as it's been a few years since I read it.

Brian Lintz
lintz@udel.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 91 19:29:14 GMT
From: jcr@mbunix.mitre.org (Rogers)
Subject: Who owns characters, etc.?

SOMEBODY writes:

> ... some comments said why it [The Moat in Murcheson's Eye] has taken so
> long to be released (at least in part).  The original idea for the sequel
> came 10 years after Mote was released (I think Mote came out in 74??).
> But Niven and Pournelle could not get the rights to doing a sequel
> because the original publisher was not interested in a sequel, and the
> publisher who was interested in the sequel could not buy the rights from
> the original.

Can somebody who's familiar with the business end of publishing clear this
up?  Why should writers need permission from a publisher to write a sequel?
Don't the writers own the characters, settings, etc. of their works, and
not the publisher? Or does it depend on the contract? If so, is the
arrangement described above typical of the business today, or the
exception?

Somebody already asserted in an earlier post that Niven owns the Kzin and
thus was quite within his rights to threaten a lawsuit when they were used
without his permission, even in non-profit-making activities.

There ARE series out there that have changed publishers mid-stream, aren't
there? Or maybe I've just seen cases where one publisher has bought
another's properties.

Thanks.

Jeff R.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 91 22:04:45 GMT
From: schmunk@spacsun.rice.edu (Robert Schmunk)
Subject: Re: Who owns characters, etc.?

jcr@MBUNIX.MITRE.ORG (Rogers) writes:
> Can somebody who's familiar with the business end of publishing clear
> this up?  Why should writers need permission from a publisher to write a
> sequel? Don't the writers own the characters, settings, etc. of their
> works, and not the publisher? Or does it depend on the contract? If so,
> is the arrangement described above typical of the business today, or the
> exception?
>
> Somebody already asserted in an earlier post that Niven owns the Kzin and
> thus was quite within his rights to threaten a lawsuit when they were
> used without his permission, even in non-profit-making activities.
> 
> There ARE series out there that have changed publishers mid-stream,
> aren't there? Or maybe I've just seen cases where one publisher has
> bought another's properties.

Disclaimer: I don't know law, but am just commenting based on recent info
read in the newspapers.

As best I can tell, the right to write more stories/make movies/etc. based
on characters in a novel belongs to the copyright holder, or to whomever he
has sold/given those rights. You may have noticed that the sequel to GONE
WITH THE WIND has just been published. While I'm sure that a lot of the
reason for this is greed, another major reason is that the literary estate
of Margaret Mitchell, which owns the rights to any stories about Scarlett
O'Hara and Rhett Butler, has decided that they better get another book out
there before the copyright on GWTW lapses in about 10-15 years.  After that
time period has gone by, they can then defend their character rights on the
basis of the new book rather than GWTW. An example was given that anyone
can write and publish a Sherlock Holmes story these days because any
copyright there may have been on the original Conan Doyle stories has
expired.

Now, as to why the publisher of the Mote story is able to bar sequels, I
can't comment with any reliability. However, I'd guess that either the
publisher holds the copyright on the original story, or Niven/Pournelle
somehow signed away sequel rights back then. Note that a lot of short
stories published in the SF magazines are copyrighted by the magazine (or
at least they used to be).

Robert B. Schmunk
SPAC
Rice Univ.
Box 1892
Houston, TX 77251
(713) 527-4939
schmunk@vega.rice.edu
schmunk@spacsun.rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 91 00:41:00 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Subject: Re: Who owns characters, etc.?

jcr@MBUNIX.MITRE.ORG (Rogers) writes:
>> But Niven and Pournelle could not get the rights to doing a sequel
>> because the original publisher was not interested in a sequel, and the
>> publisher who was interested in the sequel could not buy the rights from
>> the original.
>
>Can somebody who's familiar with the business end of publishing clear this
>up?  Why should writers need permission from a publisher to write a
>sequel?

It depends. The story above is NOT accurate, at least based on what Jerry
has told me. The contract that Niven and Pournelle signed for Mote in God's
Eye also gave the them the right to the sequel, and stated that the next
Niven and Pournelle collaboration would have to be that sequel.

For various reasons, including the fact that they couldn't come up with a
sequel they wanted to write, it just didn't happen.

The publisher can't keep you from doing something like that, unless you let
them write such a provision into your contract. This also explains why
there are so many Niven, Pournelle and <someone else> collaborations -
they were restricted in what they could do as co-writers, but three-way
collaborations were not covered in the contract.

There have been some N/P collaborations - footfall is one. Those were all
offered (under the contract) to the publisher, and all rejected and then
sold elsewhere, while the publisher (Pocket? I don't have the book in my
collection these days) waited for the sequel.

There is, by the way, no legal restriction from having an author sell a
sequel to another publisher, unless the author has signed the rights to the
publisher in the contract. Normally contracts contain option clauses and/or
other language, but it's negotiated.

On a practical level, it's very tough to sell a sequel to another
publisher, because publishers don't want to try to sell a book for which
the prequel is under the control of a competitor (among other things, the
competitor might take it out of print, thereby making volume 1 unavailable
and sinking sales of the second book). This doesn't mean that volume 1 WILL
be available when volume 2 comes out, just that the publisher has the
rights to make it available, but I digress. What normally happens is that
the sequel gathers dust until book 1 goes OP and the rights revert, then
the author sells both books to a new publisher as a package (this just
happened to a friend of mine, who sold a four-book series with a fifth new
book to Tor).

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 91 03:46:09 GMT
From: Crawford_Kilian@mindlink.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian)
Subject: Talent Alert!

I commend to your attention a novel titled "The Wild Blue and the Gray," by
William Sanders. It's an alternate-history novel about Confederate fighter
pilots in a somewhat different World War I; such material would seem to be
well beyond its "best before" date, but Sanders gets away with it thanks to
solid research, a wicked deadpan sense of humor, subversive politics, and
plain good writing. No bio on him, just a mention that he's also the author
of "Journey to Fusang," which somehow never reached Vancouver. Keep an eye
on this lad. The book's a Questar paperback from Warner Books. Any other
recent works of unsung genius? Anything at all that doesn't have to do with
Orson Scott Card or Larry bloody Niven?

------------------------------

Date: 20 Sep 91 14:34:23 GMT
From: kousen@rayleigh.res.utc.com (Kenneth A. Kousen)
Subject: Re: trying to track down article . . .

mef@netcom.com (Mary Ellen Foley) said,
> It seems like I once read an essay where the author made a very eloquent
> statement of the fact that any system of advanced technology or magic
> used in science fiction or fantasy has to have its own internally
> consistent set of rules, or the reader will be hopelessly confused.
>
> I'm not looking for that specific article - that would be rather silly,
> as I have no idea when I read it, where I read it, who wrote it but, ANY
> pointers to ANY article or essay that touches on this subject would be
> greatly appreciated.

One book that contains an excellent discussion of this and other issues is
Orsen Scott Card's _Writing Science Fiction and Fantasy_, which I believe
came out in hardcover late last year or earlier this year.  I think I've
seen it recently still on the shelves of the local Waldenbooks.  I highly
recommend it.

Ken Kousen
United Technologies Research Center
East Hartford, CT
kousen@rayleigh.res.utc.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Sep 91 19:18:10 GMT
From: ken@atriedes.uucp (Ken O'Brien)
Subject: Anatomy of Wonder

As promised here is the Publishing information on the book:

   Anatomy of Wonder
   A Critical Guide to Science Fiction

   Third Edition
   Edited by Neil Barron
   ISBN 0-8352-2312-4
   Copyright 1987
   Published by R. R. Bowker Company, a division of Reed Publishing
   874 pages

It is an extensive list of books from the 1920s to 1987 with short reviews
of many books. When discussing a title they often have compare and contrast
cross references so you can find outher books with the same theme. Their
are also discussions of the different types and eras in SF.

The back of the book contains a suggested reading list (with more than a
thousand titles, I think). They list major awards the book has received -
Hugo, Nebulae, John W. Campbell, Locus, International Fantasy Award, and
Science Fiction Hall of Fame). They also show books which were nominated
but didn't win. Books in the first buy or core collection are marked with
an asterisk. They also list the initials of which of the six reviewers
recommended the book. I don't remember all the reviewers but Pohl and
Aldiss are among them.

Ken O'Brien
Consumer Information Services, Inc.
431 E. Horatio Ave #250
Maitland Fl. 32751 
(407) 539-1611
uunet!atriedes!ken           

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 91 08:18:55 GMT
From: jrg@galloway.sj.ca.us (John R Galloway Jr.)
Subject: Do you recognize this story line?

I wanted to recommend a story to someone, but can not reca;l where I read
it.  Here is the story line:

   A female academic type is HIV positive. She organizes her entire life
   around staying healthy (and does so).  Meanwhile a vaccine for AIDS is
   developed, but no cure.  And during all this she is slowly but surely
   working on breeding some sort of disease resistant melons.  And nuclear
   reactors melt down (or there is a war, I don't remember) and aliens land
   and so on, but what makes the story/book neat is just the tale of this
   one woman's determination to both stay alive and make a contribution
   (her disease resistant melons).  Oh, another funny part is her sex life.
   She dresses as a man, and using a little tube sort of deal (such things
   really exist) manages to use a urinal, now she goes out on the road and
   stops in roadside eateries, and titilates herself by going into the
   men's room and looking at penises.  Well if that didn't jog your memory,
   nothing will.

Of course all the more frustrating is the fact that I very likely have this
on my shelf somewhere, I just don't want to have to browse through all my
books to find it.  So if you know what this is I would very much like to
know toooo!! thanks!

John R. Galloway, Jr
795 Beaver Creek Way
San Jose, CA   95133
(408) 259-2490
jrg@galloway.sj.ca.us
fernwood!galloway!jrg  

------------------------------
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Date: 28 Sep 91 03:56:08 GMT
From: jdeitch@umiami.ir.miami.edu
Subject: Piers Anthony and Florida

I just noticed something really interesting about Piers Anthony's Xanth
books.

I know that Anthony makes his home in Florida, but I never noticed all the
references to the state.  His new book, Question Quest, is just littered
with them.  Has anyone else noticed this ?  I didn't notice it until I got
down here to Miami for school ...

Jonathan 
jdeitch@umiami.miami.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 91 07:16:43 GMT
From: lorend@pro-scat.cts.com (Loren Damewood)
Subject: Re: Xenocide

stantbat@iastate.edu (John S Sinnott) writes:
>I agree with what's been said before.  It's Card, so there is a minimum
>quality level that you can expect.  It's not as good as the other two
>books in the series.
>
>This book doesn't end the story though, and I think that the next one wil
>be very interesting.  I did hate parts of the end of Xenocide though.
>
>On a related note, why does the jacket have nothing really to do with the
>book???

Since he didn't tie up several loose ends, it might very well presage
another go at it. On the other hand, it could have been handled quite a bit
better, in my opinion. Right at the end it seemed as though he got tired of
writing it and just trailed off, like a term paper that was written over a
period of time, but the last paragraph of which was written on the back of
an envelope on the way to turn it in. Not as good as Speaker, which wasn't
as good as Ender. Card is one of the few authors who can make me cry, but
this time I almost cried in frustration as I finished the book. Not one of
his best efforts...  :(

lorend@pro-scat.cts.com
crash!pro-scat!lorend
crash!pro-scat!lorend@nosc.mil  

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 91 13:09:57 GMT
From: lgrant@maths.tcd.ie (Lesley Grant)
Subject: Re: CHERRYH

erich@lighthouse.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider) writes:
>_Angel with the Sword_ has a very enlightening timeline in the back (at
>least in the hardcover edition) which details the history of the
>Union/Alliance/Compact universe from about 2600AD on. (The Compact never
>reappears; presumably Earth, having burned its fingers, avoids it, and the
>Compact reciprocates, since its the knnn who are on that "side" anyway.)
>It states explicitly that the colony in _Angel_ was a "wildcat" Union
>colony (i.e. totally illegal). _SR_ also features the presence of the huge
>azi servant population, a Union phenomenon.  (They're even called "azi".)

   Thanks. But isn't there a reference to an Alliance/Union crew that makes
first contact with the Majat ( and gets eaten :-) ?
   Which power do you think started the Freedom colony (_Wave without a
Shore_)? The name leads me to believe it was Union, also there are
references to military ships (which impplies Union or late Alliance).
However, Alliance seems to hold military exercises in the vicinity. There
is also a reference to the Science Bureau disapproving of the mingling with
the native life forms - does this date the colony to the period of the
erosion of the Gehenna Doctrine? Myself, I feel that the majority of the
colonies (if not all) are Union, started, or at least planned during the
Company Wars, when the government feared a suicide attack on Cyteen by the
Fleet.

>One of the things that brought a chuckle to me as I read _Angel with the
>Sword_ was that once the main character, in a totally casual way, uses the
>term "warp" as slang for "to arrive". ("A couple of freight barges from
>upriver had warped in Detside.") I makes me wonder how much the people of
>that world know about their old spacefaring culture.

   Not much - some make a religion of trying to remember it, some make a
religion of trying to forget...

And now for a different question: does anyone have any thoughts about why
the majority of the major Azi characters are male? Going from memory, the
list is something like this:

Male Azi; Joshua Talley, "Gabriel"; Jin; Jim, Max, Merry; Lancelot,
Percivale, Gawain; Grant, Ollie, Florian1, Florian2, Seeley, Abban.  Female
Azi: Pia; Elaine; Catlin2 (C1 isn't around much), Nelly.

I have of course, left out all subsequent generations of the Gehenna
colony, and a host of supporting minor characters. Why has Cherryh mainly
depicted male Azi? To easier show men in vulnerable situations? (As far as
this goes, 'N G' Ramey and Dekker have as little self-confidence as the
most stomped-on Azi in any of the books).

Lesley

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 91 17:30:45 GMT
From: zellich@stl-07sima.army.mil (Rich Zellich)
Subject: Re: Cherryh's use of "warp"

> One of the things that brought a chuckle to me as I read _Angel with the
> Sword_ was that once the main character, in a totally casual way, uses
> the term "warp" as slang for "to arrive". ("A couple of freight barges
> from upriver had warped in Detside.") I makes me wonder how much the
> people of that world know about their old spacefaring culture.

It makes me wonder how much the people of this world know about their old
seafaring culture.  Look at a dictionary or, if you have a seriously
abridged one, a nautical dictionary.  Warp is, more-or-less, a term
indicating the process of pulling a ship in to the dock by ropes.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 91 13:16:30 GMT
From: smann@pro-smof.cts.com (Stephen Mann)
Subject: Dread Empire

What is this Dread Empire series about? I've read the Black Company books,
and thoroughly enjoyed them, especially the parts where the Black Company
lived up to its reputation as a group of tricky bastards. Is the Dread
Empire part of the same milieu?

smann@pro-smof.cts.com
crash!pro-smof!smann
crash!pro-smof!smann@nosc.mil
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Date: 28 Sep 91 06:11:47 GMT
From: chewso@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (HCE)
Subject: Re:  Black Company postings...

In reply to a number of postings about Black Company:

>Anyone else read this series ?? I'd like to find out your impressions/
>thoughts/ideas...

   Yes!  A fantastic series!  One of my favorites.  The style is very
different, and takes a bit to get used to, but once it catches hold it will
not let go.  An enjoyable change from the 'normal' fantasy books out there.

   For the person who wanted the names of the books (in order),
   The first trilogy was:  
      The Black Company
      Shadows Linger, and
      The White Rose
   The second trilogy was: 
      Shadows Games
      Dreams of Steel, and
      [Third one is yet to be released]

A book on the Black Company but not a part of either trilogy was "The
Silver Spike"

s861022@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au writes:
>The first Black Company trilogy always struck me as one of the better
>fantasy works I have read.  The second trilogy when it came out struck me
>as a little disappointing.  Cook decided to explain a few things that
>shouldn't have been explained (like giving magic a bit too much
>definition.  In the first series magic was simply something that others
>didn't understand, and weren't likely to.  In the second series, the Lady
>just gives a bit too much away for my liking).

   I'm sorry that you were disappointed with the 2nd series, I actually
thought it was just as good as the first.  For me the suspense and mystery
of the Black Company were still in full throttle.  The character
interaction was still there, and I thought Cook had improved his writing.
   I didn't feel that much was revealed about magic that couldn't have been
inferred from the first series.  The idea of magic is still completely
foreign to the common person.  And there are still many many unanswered
questions.
   I do think it absolutely necessary to read the first series to
understand the second one though.  But seeing as how the first series has
been rereleased it is definitely worth it.  :-)
   I must admit I was somewhat disappointed with "The Silver Spike" which
is a Black Company book, but isn't part of either trilogy.  It just isn't
as good as the others (though I did like it :-).
   I can't wait for the third one to come out.  I often find myself
thinking of the characters and plot and wondering what is going to happen
next...

>Brooke Poul Anderson asked if there were any Black Company fans out
>here...  definitely! Terrific stuff - and if you like the BC books, check
>out The Tower of Fear. You also might try to find the Dread Empire books,
>although

   The Tower of Fear is very good, and if you aren't interested in trying
the BC, you might want to try it.  It is not a series (gasp), but has the
typical original style of Cook.
   Is it my imagination, or does Cook seem to present his plots in unique
ways?  I'd like to hear what those of you who have read his stuff think
about his plots.  Most all seem quite different from the typical fantasies.
Maybe it's a result of his style, I'm not sure.
   I also liked his series about a character named Garret.  Garret is a
private detective in a world of fantasy.  Again the stories and characters
are rather different.  These books are quite different from Cook's other
books, so don't stop reading Cook if you don't like them.  I just recently
saw a Showtime (or HBO??) special called "To Cast a Deadly Spell" which
featured a PI in a world of magic.  I wonder if they got the idea from
Cook.  Well, it wasn't that great, so probably not ;-) .
   I also liked a trilogy by him that I think is out of print called the
Darwath trilogy.  Black company is IMHO his best stuff though.  Oooo I
can't wait for the 3rd book! (or did I say that already 8^}

>is by finding Cook at a con. He apparently attends many and has a table at
>which he sells his books.

   Where and when might I find such a con??  I don't read sf-lovers very
regularly, so anyone with info please mail me if you get a chance.

Paul Heroy (heroy@lsuvm.sncc.lsu.edu) writes:
>Unfortunately, the next (last?) book in the BC series has (as has been
>chronicled here) been started and stopped THREE times, and has now been
>put aside. Fairly authoritative word has it that GC's working on another
>couple of Dread Empire books. Said word also claims that he says that he
>(Glen Cook) is, more or less, Croaker.

   Ugh, you would have to go and say that.  Sigh.

   Well, I hope everyone else reads the first ones so they can feel as
desperately curious as I do... :-)

Steve Chew
chewso@mentor.cc.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Sep 91 23:20:54 GMT
From: sksircar@shade.princeton.edu (Subrata Sircar)
Subject: Re: THE BLACK COMPANY, by Cook

The third Black Company book in the second series was tenatively titled
"The Glittering Stone", but is currently vaporware.  It seems Glen Cook has
(rumors) started the book three times, and each time junked it after a
hundred pages or so because he didn't like it.  The latest rumor has it on
semi-permanent hold.

On another note, the Garrett books seem to be coming out on a regular
basis:

Sweet Silver Blues
Cold Copper Tears
? Gold Hearts?
Old Tin Sorrows
Dread Brass Shadows
Red Iron Nights

The first three are available as an omnibus volume from the SFBC.

Subrata Sircar
sksircar@phoenix.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Sep 91 21:05:36 GMT
From: mfterman@phoenix.princeton.edu (Mutant for Hire)
Subject: Glen Cook Stuff (was Re:  Black Company...)

chewso@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (HCE) writes:
>A book on the Black Company but not a part of either trilogy was "The
>Silver Spike"

Most important, the book "The Silver Spike" wraps up some loose ends on the
first trilogy, and happens in parallel with "Shadow Games". The fates of
the people the Black Company left behind in the third book are covered and
some of them even get a happy ending. (Anyone who's read Glen Cook can
figure out what happens to most of them...)

Now to talk about the books and what he's up to, but first:

As I like postings about this series, here's a question. Who do you think
will survive the end of the sixth Black Company book, if anyone? All the
pointers indicate that the mother of all battles is going to be taking
place in the last book, and Cook has never been shy of body counts.

A new Garrett book came out recently, so that has taken care of my Cook
dosage for this season, "Red Iron Nights". Do you really think the war is
really over, and what will happen to the city that Garrett lives in if this
is really the case? What will Garrett do? This seems to be a massive change
brewing in that series.

Lastly, any idea when the next book in the Swordbearer series is out?  The
first book made Elric seem positively cheerful in comparison.

Martin Terman
mfterman@phoenix.princeton.edu
mfterman@pucc.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 29 Sep 91 02:50:08 GMT
From: chewso@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (HCE)
Subject: Black Company and the Silver Spike

   I got some email about the Silver Spike (by Glen Cook) that made a good
point.  Although the Silver Spike is not really a necessary part of either
Black Company trilogy, it should only be read *after* the first series
since that is where it chronologially takes place in the time frame of the
books.  To read it first would be confusing and give away most of the first
series.  I dont know if the person emailing me wanted his name here, but
I'm glad he pointed this out.

Steve
chewso@mentor.cc.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Sep 91 12:30:03 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Re: Dread Empire

Stephen Mann wrote:
> What is this Dread Empire series about? I've read the Black Company
> books, and thoroughly enjoyed them, especially the parts where the Black
> Company lived up to its reputation as a group of tricky bastards. Is the
> Dread Empire part of the same milieu?

No.  The Dread Empire books are a different series; a complex and
interesting multiple-viewpoint fantasy.  The `Dread Empire' itself is an
exceedingly nasty outfit resembling a sort of medieval Chinese imperium in
which the mandarin class is all powerful mages.  Their opponents, who are
more like medieval Europeans and Arabs, are just as ruthless and nasty.
And somewhere behind the scenes there's a super-mage who (among other
things) uses technology and who's manipulating *everybody*.

The books have intricate wheels-within-wheels plotting.  The normal
opposition between protagonist and antagonist is quite thoriughly
subverted; Cook switches viewpoints a lot, and everybody is noble by their
own lights but convincingly evil when viewed by anybody else.

I like these books a lot.  So does the author.  Sadly, he told me two years
ago there probably wouldn't be more of them, because his publishers didn't
think the ambiguity and complex plotting would sell as well as the Black
Company books (which are fun but not as interesting).

Eric S. Raymond
eric@snark.thyrsus.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Sep 91 07:28:42 GMT
From: chewso@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (HCE)
Subject: Ooops...

   I just realized I made a mistake in my previous posting about Glen Cook.
He didn't write the Darwath trilogy, it was called something else, which of
course I can't remember.  Oh well, sorry for the misinformation.  I think
it might have been Barbara Hambly who wrote the Darwath trilogy.

Steve Chew
chewso@mentor.cc.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 91 23:17:36 GMT
From: caseyh@pro-smof.cts.com (Casey Hamilton)
Subject: Re: THE BLACK COMPANY, by Cook

In addition to _The Silver Spike_, which isn't really a part of either
series, the Second Book of the South contains thus far (in order): _Shadow
Games_ and _Dreams of Steel_.  An interesting side note, Keith Berdak, who
has done all the covers to these series, had done a painting with
Soulcatcher and the ball of flame completely unrelated to the series.  Glen
liked it so much, he worked the scene into _Dreams of Steel_ and the
previously-done painting became the cover.

I really enjoy THE BLACK COMPANY, but lately Glen's Garrett books have been
my favorites of his.  Sam Spade meets the strangest fantasy town ever
imagined. That series has about five or six books in it at this point, and
they're really a lot of fun.  

------------------------------

Date: 29 Sep 91 18:25:15 GMT
From: Peter.Karrer@clubzen.fidonet.org (Peter Karrer)
Subject: Re: Gerrold's 4th Chtorr novel?

kuryakin@bcstec.boeing.com (Rick Pavek) writes (in response to an article
by sethcohn@alchemy.ithaca.ny.us (Seth Cohn) asking about David Gerrold's
fourth "War against the Chtorr" novel):

>We finally got a letter back from David and he'd indicated that the fourth
>novel _A Season for Slaughter_ would go to the publisher mid-July.
>
>The fifth novel was 1/3 finished.  No name given.  This was as of late
>June. 

The first three Chtorr novels were titled:
  #1:  A Matter for Men
  #2:  A Day    for Damnation
  #3:  A Rage   for Revenge
The fourth will be called:
  #4:  A Season for Slaughter
The fifth will be called:
  #5:  A ...... for ........ (my guess: A Cure for Constipation :-).

But... Does that mean there will be *only 26* Chtorr novels ?!

Peter Karrer
pkarrer@bernina.ethz.ch

------------------------------
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Date: 26 Sep 91 14:59:39 GMT
From: steinarb@idt.unit.no (Steinar Bang)
Subject: Re: Barbra Hambly

>>I am not sure what happened to her, but her later stuff can be considered
>>fun and fluff.
>
> Have you tried _Dragonsbane_ ??  It is decidedly *not* fun and fluff.
> Also, there is _Those Who Hunt the Night_, a vampire novel that I really
> liked (I don't usually go for that stuff).

Agree about these two books (I guess "Those Who Hunt The Night" is a
different edition of "Immortal Blood", which was the title on *my* Barbara
Hambly Vampire Book).

Steinar Bang
steinarb@idt.unit.no

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 91 18:02:00 GMT
From: beckerdj@udavxb.oca.udayton.edu ("Boomer")
Subject: Re: Barbara Hambly

mmartini@nobska.er.usgs.edu writes:
>Have you tried _Dragonsbane_ ??  It is decidedly *not* fun and fluff.
>Also, there is _Those Who Hunt the Night_, a vampire novel that I really
>liked (I don't usually go for that stuff).  Both books are recommended as
>*serious* Hambly.

I read _Dragonsbane_ after I had read _Darkmage_ and I was struck by the
similarities in the 4 "heros" consider:

Female hero 1: Specialist in field, tough, realistic/pessimist.
Male hero 1: Emotionally tough, sensitive, comic, intelligent, the lover
             of female 1.
Male hero 2: Good at one thing and *that's it*, immature.  Male 1 helps
             him to grow.
Female hero 2: Introduced half way through.  Becomes the lover of male 1.
               Starts out weak, ends up stronger but never as strong as
               Female 1.

I have also read _Those Who Hunt the Night_, of all three I would have to
say that I preferred _Dragonsbane_, if for no other reason than it
contained the most fascinating romantic triangle I've seen in fantasy or
sci-fi.

Derek Becker
BECKERDJ@UDAVXB.OCA.UDAYTON.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 91 04:56:45 GMT
From: draphsor@medisg.stanford.edu (Matt "Rollie" Rollefson)
Subject: Re: Barbra Hambly

resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor) writes:
>As of yet there is no indication of that Void showing up in the Sun Wolf
>series, but I'm not going to be surprised if it does.

What was that darkness that the little glow-worms came through then?
Sounds pretty Void-like to me. Granted, it was something that generated
naturally, and it didn't connect to our world. But it certainly looked like
the Void. And her most recent book also has the Void in it - in fact it
sort of focuses on the void and traveling through it, from what I read on
the blurb. (And yes, I've bought it - I like her stuff. She's fun. :) )

As far as recommendations, the Darwath Trilogy is good as are the series of
novels (they're all self-contained stories, although it helps to have read
the earlier ones if you're going to read the later ones) about Sun Wolf and
Starhawk - _The Ladies of Mandrigyn_, _The Witches of Wenshar_, and _The
Dark Hand of Magic_ (or something like that - forget the exact title). _The
Ladies of Mandrigyn_ is especially fun I found - the others you can take or
leave. And _Dragonsbane_ is most definitely to be read - it's a great
dragon-slaying story. :)

draphsor@medisg.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 91 05:41:18 GMT
From: kiran@copper.ucs.indiana.edu (Kiran Wagle)
Subject: Re: Barbra Hambly

WITHALL%CTSTATEU@UCONNVM.UCONN.EDU (Lisa Withall) writes:
>I have read her series with Walls of Air in it and thought at the time it
>was some of the best Fantasy I had read in a while.  However everything
>she has ever written since has failed to impress me.  Her later works seem
>unispired and simple.
>
>I am not sure what happened to her, but her later stuff can be considered
>fun and fluff.

I thought her best was _Dragonsbane_. The Sun Wolf series (the one called
"The Unschooled Mage" by the SF Book Club) has been getting more and more
serious. The last installment, in which Sun Wolf returns to the mercenary
troop after living for a time among the peasants the troop had previously
raped and pillaged, is in NO way fluff. In fact, all her stuff, with the
exception of the above mentioned, seems of about equal quality to me. I
especially enjoyed the subplot with the scholar in the _Darwath Trilogy_

_Those who Hunt the Night_ was well-written, but i didn't like the ending
at all. I haven't read either of her Star Trek books, nor _The Quirnal Hill
Affair_ (republished as _Search the Seven Hills_.)

Kiran
kiran@copper.ucs.indiana.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 91 14:27:01 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: Barbra Hambly

draphsor@medisg.Stanford.EDU (Matt Rollefson) writes:
>What was that darkness that the little glow-worms came through then?
>Sounds pretty Void-like to me. Granted, it was something that generated

   It also carried a strong indication that it was intelligent and trying
to "Get" Sun Wolf. The Void has never shown THAT indication.  No, I think
of that thing as more like a "Highway to Hell".

------------------------------

Date: 28 Sep 91 23:10:29 GMT
From: draphsor@medisg.stanford.edu (Matt "Rollie" Rollefson)
Subject: Re: Barbra Hambly

resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor) writes:
>draphsor@medisg.Stanford.EDU (Matt "Rollie" Rollefson) writes:
>>What was that darkness that the little glow-worms came through then?
>>Sounds pretty Void-like to me. Granted, it was something that generated
>
>It also carried a strong indication that it was intelligent and trying to
>"Get" Sun Wolf. The Void has never shown THAT indication.  No, I think of
>that thing as more like a "Highway to Hell".

Hmm. My interpretation, based on several things that it said, was that it
was not the darkness itself that was intelligent, but rather something else
on the other side of the darkness. That is, that the darkness was a
'naturally' occuring Void hole that led through to a world that contained
both the glow-worms and this intelligent, malignant entity that could
radically enhance your magical power. The glow-worms came through pretty
much on instinct; the entity was looking for a way to gain control in Sun
Wolf's world, with potentially the eventual idea of coming through itself
or who knows what. Don't have the book with me so I can't quote from Sun
Wolf's conversation with it, unfortunately.  Anyone else also have this
interpretation? (It has been a while...)

draphsor@medisg.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Sep 91 23:07:50 GMT
From: draphsor@medisg.stanford.edu (Matt "Rollie" Rollefson)
Subject: Re: Barbra Hambly

cliff@jhunix.HCF.JHU.EDU (Cliff K. Chen) writes:
>draphsor@medisg.Stanford.EDU (Matt Rollefson) writes:
>>like the Void. And her most recent book also has the Void in it - in
>
>I don't think that the Void made an appearance in them.  :) You must mean
>the Silicon Mage.

No, actually I was referring to _The Rainbow Abyss_, subtitled "Book One of
Sun-Cross" (argh another one...), ISBN 0-345-37101-1, copyright 1991.  As
one might guess, said Rainbow Abyss is the Void with another name, at least
by the evidence on the cover blurb.

draphsor@medisg.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 28 Sep 91 16:25:43 GMT
From: ars3_cif@troi.cc.rochester.edu (Aaron Sher)
Subject: Re: Barbra Hambly

I think Barbara Hambly is one of the better writers of fantasy extant
today, but she's got one little flaw, which is that her books tend to be
REALLY similar.  For an example, try comparing the Darwath Trilogy to the
Silent Tower/Silicon Mage biology (hurrah for someone who doesn't feel
compelled to make a trilogy! :-)).  They're both extremely good (though
IMHO the Darwath Trilogy is better), but they're nearly carbon copies.
There's a native-world wizard leader who nobody understands, a woman from
our world who falls in love with him, a guy (admittedly, in the biology he
was from the other world) who travels with them and falls in love with a
princess-type they meet along the way, they're hunted by the Church,
distrusted by the general populace, etc., etc.  VERY similar.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 91 11:41:46 GMT
From: damm@diku.dk (Kristian Damm Jensen)
Subject: Re: Jubal Harshaw appearances?

dave@casbah.acns.nwu.edu (Dave Wenger) writes:
>I recently gave away a copy of _Stranger in a Strange Land_, for the 9th
>time, and was told by the girl I gave it to that she had read something
>else involving Jubal Harshaw but was unable to recall what.  Does anyone
>know of any other of Heinlein's stories that Dr. Harshaw appears in
>besides the epilogue to _The Number of the Beast_?

The Cat Who Walked Through Walls
To Sail Beyond the Sunset

Probably others too. Since "The Number Of The Beast" Jubal Harshaw has been
one of the Long family, and I suspect you could find him in any of the
books written after TNOTB.

Kristian Damm Jensen
damm@freja.diku.dk

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 91 21:16:58 GMT
From: caseyh@pro-smof.cts.com (Casey Hamilton)
Subject: Re: Stranger In A Strange Land

I also recently read the unabridged version of SIASL, and felt in many ways
it was a better, richer book.  However, the flaws that I eventually found
in much of Heinlein's work are definitely there: the too cutesy dialog, and
his bizarre views of sex, e.g., that nine out of ten "rapes" were brought
on by the woman, and that Mike would never "get closer" with a homosexual
because he would have sensed a "wrongness" with the poor "in-betweener."
These may just be a '90s sensibility clashing with '60s mores.  Bottom
line, if you really liked the originally released version, go ahead and get
the new one.  If not, I'd give it a pass.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 91 03:14:53 GMT
From: mls@cbnewsm.att.com (mike.siemon)
Subject: Re: Stranger In A Strange Land

caseyh@pro-smof.cts.com (Casey Hamilton) writes:
> However, the flaws that I eventually found in much of Heinlein's work are
> definitely there: the too cutesy dialog, and his bizarre views of sex,
> e.g., that nine out of ten "rapes" were brought on by the woman, and that
> Mike would never "get closer" with a homosexual because he would have
> sensed a "wrongness" with the poor "in-betweener."

Well, cutesy dialogue was a Heinlein specialty; it wouldn't surprise me to
see some of it cut.  I don't specifically recall the rape thing, so that
may be in the newly released material.  However, the bit about the "poor
in-betweeners" was in the original edition.  H. made some (clumsy) attempts
to come to terms with same-sex relations later (though I don't recall
*anything* lesbian up through Time Enough For Love, after which I stopped
reading his stuff).  I grant him some points for effort on this.

Actually, come to think of it, ALL of H's dealings with sex were pretty
clumsy, though in abstract terms - like his varieties of marital
arrangements in TMiaHM, he was relatively open.  And I should note that I
truly like Jubal Harshaw, the only Heinlein character I find at all human -
a representative of what was best [or most peculiar!] in the culture that
he [and I, a generation later] came from.

Michael L. Siemon
m.siemon@ATT.COM	
...!att!attunix!mls	
standard disclaimer	

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 91 22:29:37 GMT
From: pmakela@kontu.cc.utu.fi (Petri Makela)
Subject: Question about Heinlein

I'm writing about Heinlein's life and books, and I need some info:

   1: Heinlein's books after 1978?
   2: Date of his death and place, too.
   3: Some info about his political _career_.
     
 That's what I like mostly to know just now.

Thanks in advance.

Petri Makela
pmakela@kontu.cc.utu.fi
pmakela@polaris.cc.utu.fi

------------------------------

Date: 28 Sep 91 12:38:28 GMT
From: damm@diku.dk (Kristian Damm Jensen)
Subject: Re: Question about Heinlein

pmakela@kontu.utu.fi (Petri Makela) writes:
>  I'm writing about Heinlein's life and books, and I need some info:
>
>     1: Heinlein's books after 1978?
>     2: Date of his death and place, too.
>     3: Some info about his political _career_.
>     
> That's what I like mostly to know just now.

Well, as a start, you might consider reading "Expanded Universe" and
"Grumbles from the grave". EA is one of the last books (the last?)
Heinlein published, and it is a symposium of fiction, non-fiction an an
autobiography. Very enlightening for anyone who wants to know more about
Heinlein the man. I haven't read GFTG yet, but I do know that (1) it was
published after he died (ii) it contains a collection of letters. Does it
contain some fiction too?

Kristian Damm Jensen
damm@freja.diku.dk

------------------------------

Date: Fri, 27 Sep 91 23:01 EDT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Review: Alien Tongue

Title: Alien Tongue
Author: Stephen Leigh
Publisher: Bantam Spectra
Date: August 1991
Format: paperback, US$4.99
Pages: 327
ISBN: 0-553-28875-X

   This book enwraps a first-contact novel by Stephen Leigh in two essays
by Isaac Asimov and Rudy Rucker on aliens and the first contact problem.
The obvious flaw in the result is that the whole is less than the sum of
its parts; the essays, while mildly interesting, add nothing to the novel.

   The subtler problem is that Leigh's aliens don't work.  This is very
odd; Leigh has shown, in books like the Hoorka trilogy, _The_Bones_Of_God_,
and _Crystal_Memory_, that he is a gifted author who can well convey the
sense of wonder and strangeness necessary to SF, and that he has a strong
sense of logical and emotive detail.  But because the aliens don't work,
the plot doesn't either, and because the plot doesn't work, all the effort
put into the central characters goes for naught.

    Why don't the aliens work?  Start with one irritating biological
detail.  They're avians, and like Earth birds they are supposed to defecate
casually and reflexively wherever they are, leaving their floors and public
spaces encrusted with birdshit.  Now, if there is one iron law in biology
it's that organisms cannot tolerate an environment overloaded with their
own waste products (because if they could, the waste would have been
metabolized to something useful rather than wasted).

   Their psychology doesn't work either. We are also supposed to believe
that the avians are incapable of lying and find it almost impossibly
difficult to entertain the *idea* of a lie.  And yet, they've built
spaceships.  Maybe you can believe that sentients could evolve to the point
of doing experimental science without being able to handle counterfactuals
and represent them to each other *as truth*.  I can't.

   They're also presented as caste-ridden and rule-bound to the extent that
one of lesser status will stand still to be killed by one of higher without
protest or even feeling in the matter.  In fact, late in the book one uses
this as a sentience test!  And yet they are supposed to display sufficient
individuality and mental flexibility that one typical low-caste alien can
grasp the human world-view and eventually kill his own clan matriarch.
Sorry, I don't buy this either.

   The real problem here seems to be that the story Leigh wants to tell is
How Contact with (White, Anglo-Saxon, Protestant) Humans Corrupted The
Noble Savages - a tired myth which looks even sillier than is its normal
wont when the aliens are so obviously contrived to be corrupted by the
Innate Perfidy of (White, Anglo-Saxon, Protestant) Human Nature.

   One of the more persistant forms of nonsense floating around in our
culture is the idea that human beings are somehow uniquely damned, or
especially vicious or violent or deceptive relative to other animals.
Thus, we often hear that Man is the only animal that lies/rapes/makes
war/self-intoxicates, etc. etc.; and SF writers of the more cynical variety
enjoy posing human nastiness against morally superior "innocent" aliens.

   It doesn't take much study of animal ethology to show that all these
claims are false, and in fact they are best analyzed as hangovers from
Judeo-Christian myth.  Nevertheless, even writers much less concerned with
moral and religious themes than Leigh's past work has shown him to be often
fall into dramatizing them.  The result, as in this case, is usually a
regrettable mess.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Sep 91 00:26:14 GMT
From: jdeitch@umiami.ir.miami.edu
Subject: "A Tapestry of Lions" -- Where is it?

Hi !

Does anyone have any information on when "A Tapestry of Lions" is going to
be published ?

This is by Jennifer Roberson and is the 8th book in the shapechangers
series.

Please respond e-mail.

Jonathan 
jdeitch@umiami.miami.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 30 Sep 91 04:51:32 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Winds of Fate (mild spoilers)

Well, I said I wasn't going to get this as a hardback, and I did.

Mercedes Lackey continues to write books which are fun to read but, leave a
bad aftertaste.  For one thing, she seems able to conceive of so few types
of relationships as to make one wonder if she can only write autobiography.
For a couple, they are rape; just friends (no sex); just friends (sex);
infatuated-idiot-unreciprocated; and dream couple.

And she does to her story precisely what she has Elspeth complaining about
- - driving it along the path she wants it to follow, regardless of the
internal logic of the situation or the people in it.  A particularly
irritating example of this occurs at the Confrontation.  Put a bunch of
arrows in his back?  Oh, no!  We've got sequels to consider.  So first
announce "Ha ha!  We have you now!" to give him time to defend himself.
And, just to add another element of 'suspense', stand watching while *he*
(rather than just calling down their deaths) goes "Ha ha!  I have a backup
plan!"  Right.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 91 05:15:24 GMT
From: deveaux@tramp.colorado.edu (Jeff Deveaux)
Subject: Re: Winds of Fate (mild spoilers)

For the most part I agree with Dani's comments in the original article.

I just finished _Winds of Fate_ yesterday.  I find the story to be
interesting and worth the reading.  The characters are also interesting,
but strangely, its mostly the secondary characters that I find fascinating.

The main characters seem undercharacterized somehow.  This is particularly
disturbing with Skif and Elspeth becuase they had more "character" in
Talia's books than they do in this one where they are the main characters.

In general, I think that Lackey's level of writing proficiency has dropped
a bit.  The writing just doesn't seem to be as good as the other books
(especially not as good as the Last Herald-Mage series which I thought was
her best.)

This book seems rushed or something, but it's definitely not up to par with
what Lackey has done before.  Still, there are some interesting teasers for
the next two books.  I'll keep reading.

Jeff

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 91 18:29:29 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Re: Talent Alert!

Crawford Kilian wrote:
>I commend to your attention a novel titled "The Wild Blue and the Gray,"
>by William Sanders. It's an alternate-history novel about Confederate
>fighter pilots in a somewhat different World War I; such material would
>seem to be well beyond its "best before" date, but Sanders gets away with
>it thanks to solid research, a wicked deadpan sense of humor, subversive
>politics, and plain good writing. No bio on him, just a mention that he's
>also the author of "Journey to Fusang," which somehow never reached
>Vancouver. Keep an eye on this lad.

_Journey_To_Fusang_ was *terrific*...the best alternate-history adventure
romp I've seen in many a year, light-years better the most of this
subgenre's relatively stuffy classics.

You've convinced me I have to go find this.  "Keep an eye on the lad"
indeed!  If it's anywhere *near* as good as the previous it'll be up there
with the year's best.

Eric S. Raymond
eric@snark.thyrsus.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 91 10:24:06 GMT
From: abl@cybill.inesc.pt (Antonio Leal)
Subject: Re: Talent Alert!

I've a got a bib note jotted down to the effect that William Sanders also
had two or three other books out under the name of Bill (?) Sundown.  If
memory serves, I read that in Tom Easton's book review column, in Analog, a
couple of years ago.

(And, of course, I concur with Eric's recommendation of Journey to Fusang)

Antonio B. Leal
abl@inesc.pt

------------------------------

Date: Fri, 27 Sep 91 22:55 EDT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Review: The Silent Stars Go By

Title: The Silent Stars Go By
Author: James White
Publisher: Ballantine/DelRey
Date: September 1991
Format: paperback, US$
Pages: 441
ISBN: 0-345-37110-0

   The author of the well-loved "Sector General" stories and the underrated
_The_Watch_Below_ gives us tasty alternate-history space adventure.  In the
fourteenth century of a timeline that saw Hiero of Alexandria's toy steam
engines brought to the court of the High King of Ireland seven centuries
previously, the Empire of Hibernia is the dominant power of Earth and, the
leading member of the international consortium that will build the "Aisling
Gheal", Earth's first starship.

   Healer Nolan is the most junior of the ship's officers, its surgeon, and
a male pioneer in a calling traditionally exclusive to women.  His ability
has gained him a place beside the priest-officers of the starship in spite
of the powerful Hibernian Church's reluctance to admit a non-believer.

   A series of accidents and his unguarded tongue land him in situations
which reveal that the high-level politics of the mission are far more
complicated and murky than they might appear.  It begins to seem that the
deadliest threats the crew may face come not from the alien world they are
to explore but from within the crew's own ranks.

  Only some powerful friends made in unexpected places keep Nolan on the
mission.  And when, after planetfall, Nolan and a contingent of colonists
are shuttled down thousands of miles from the colony site, this begins to
seem less and less like a blessing.  Then it is that Nolan's story begins
to echo, eerily, the doings of the legendary Brendan the Navigator,
discoverer of the Westland and (later) honored Paramount Chief of the
Iroquois Nation...

  This novel is lots of fun; an improvement in that respect on White's
previous _Federation_World_, which, while brimming with neat SFnal idea
content and alien biologies, was rather stiff in the joints.  White learned
his auctorial trade a long time ago, and in some respects his style hasn't
changed much since; the result is a book that is semi-nostalgically
reminiscent of the best in '50s and '60s magazine SF but, with much a much
franker treatment of sexual elements.  One can almost imagine it as a
reprint of an Analog or Galaxy serial that never was.

   I thought White was particularly successful at evoking authenticity in
characters, who, while living in a technological society, feel the
constraints of hierarchy and religious taboo far more strongly than even
very conservative sorts in ours would.  My own experience of Catholic
schools made the merciless pseudo-benignity of the Hibernian Church seem
very real to me; White makes the ethical point of his story stronger than
it might have been by painting the scheming Monsignor O'Riordan not as a
villain but as an ethical man acting out the consequences of evil,
dangerous moral errors inculcated in him by his religion.  The implied
criticism of the religion is more effective than simple melodrama would
have been, especially in contrast with the historical flashbacks that
reveal the doings of the tolerant "heretic" Brendan.

   All in all, I recommend this as a very good time for fans of traditional
SF and anyone who likes a good adventure story.  Let's hope White can give
us a good many more like it.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 91 19:38:56 GMT
From: IOR@slacvm.slac.stanford.edu (Thomas Hyer)
Subject: Zelazny books

  Those not familiar with Roger Zelazny should note that he has two
distinct modes of writing.  In the first, he is a talented and reasonably
sincere writer with something to say; in the second, he is a cunning
showman blowing neat bubbles.  The first mode is exemplified by his two
great novels, _Lord of Light_ and _The Dream Master_; the second by the
Merlin series.

  This is not to say that I do not enjoy all kinds of Zelazny: I even liked
`Permafrost'.  However, I think all his output since about 1975 has been of
the second variety, except for a few short stories.  (Does anyone have a
Zelazny chronology like the Niven bibliography in _N-Space_?  Could you
mail it?)

  I take exception to the recommendation of _Creatures of Light and
Darkness_ as introduction to Zelazny.  In it the substance of _Lord of
Light_ is quicklimed to the bone: drama becomes melodrama, character
becomes caricature, and the appeal of the story is misplaced along the way.

  I would certainly start with _Lord of Light_.  It is one of a very few
novels which are recognized at masterpieces by virtually all their readers;
I don't think the same can be said for any of Zelazny's other novels.
Other capsule reviews, to be disagreed with:

> Damnation Alley, Dilvish/Changing Land, Changeling/Madwand:

Essentially suitable for thirteen-year-olds, but charming.

> Roadmarks, Creatures of Light and Darkness:

Story outlines, maybe he'll write the novel someday.

> The Dream Master:

Finest piece of psychological SF I have ever read, except possibly _Flowers
for Algernon_.

> Isle of the Dead:

Not a bad book, but somehow effortful.  I wish the same could be said for
_To Die in Italbar_, which is a Dismal collapsed gasbag of failure.

> Doorways in the Sand:

Bubbling at his brightest.  `Steinway-like, the Ghost of Exertions Past
fell upon me, as from a great height, and I was crumpled.'

> Coils:

Reads like Saberhagen, and Saberhagen uses the English language as if it
were a baseball bat... tied to his elbows.

  While I'm at it, I'll toss in story picks: _The Engine at Heartspring's
Center_, _Divine Madness_, _Home is the Hangman_, _Go Starless in the
Night_.  And unpicks: _Unicorn Variation_, _Permafrost_, _Kwa...tek_.

Tom Hyer

------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 91 00:58:00 GMT
From: rjg@doe.carleton.ca (Richard Griffith)
Subject: Re: Zelazny

rajat@rajat.watson.ibm.com (Rajat Datta) writes:
>After reading these three books and some of his short stories, I started
>avidly reading everything by Zelazny I could.  I tossed aside the Amber
>books after reading one, and the Dilvish books I tossed aside with
>considerably greater vehemence.

Anyone see or remember Jack of Shadows? That probably was not the title and
I may be remembering it incorrectly as Zelazny. IT seemed sort of Amberish
but was much "darker". I didn't really like the Amber series but really
enjoyed Jack. He was a sort of Loki in a world of shadow. It may be a pre-
Amber work where Zelazny worked out the concept of shadow.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 91 02:12:54 GMT
From: tchrist@convex.com (Tom Christiansen)
Subject: Re: Zelazny

rjg@doe.carleton.ca (Richard Griffith) writes:
>Anyone see or remember Jack of Shadows? That probably was not the title
>and I may be remembering it incorrectly as Zelazny. IT seemed sort of
>Amberish but was much "darker". I didn't really like the Amber series but
>really enjoyed Jack. He was a sort of Loki in a world of shadow. It may be
>a pre-Amber work where Zelazny worked out the concept of shadow.

Yes, it is Zelazny and old, but the shadows are just shadows, from which
Jack derives his powers.  They are not the alternate plane shadows that you
get in the Amber cycle.

Tom

------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 91 02:10:35 GMT
From: palmer@mwunix (Forrest Palmer)
Subject: Re: Zelazny


rjg@doe.carleton.ca (Richard Griffith) writes:
>Anyone see or remember Jack of Shadows? That probably was not the title
>and I may be remembering it incorrectly as Zelazny.

This is the right title and is one of Zelazny's earlier works. It's
copyrighted in 1971, somewhere between `Nine Priinces' and `Guns of
Avalon'.

>It seemed sort of Amberish but was much "darker". I didn't really like the
>Amber series but really enjoyed Jack. He was a sort of Loki in a world of
>shadow. It may be a pre- Amber work where Zelazny worked out the concept
>of shadow.

Jack of Shadows was the first Zelazny I ever read and is still one of my
favorites (I still have the hardback copy I bought in high school.) The
setting is a world divided into magic and science (light and dark) with a
band of twilight where Jack's powers are supreme. What Jack does to this
world when he doesn't get his way (he never really gets what he wants) and
how he does it is the story. The character of Morning Star is also a good
twist on a certain Genesis protagonist. All of Zelazny's best work seems to
have some religious angle (much like Herbert's.)

This is one of his `darker' stories but the ending isn't really that
depressing. The book stands by itself but I think Jack's character is based
on Corwin's. If you can find it, I highly recommend it. I think it was
reprinted - I remember seeing some paperback copies in B. Dalton.

Forrest Palmer
The MITRE Corp.
Washington Center
MS W425, McLean, VA 22102
(703) 883-5668
palmer@mitre.org

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 91 23:51:50 GMT
From: deveaux@tramp.colorado.edu (Jeff Deveaux)
Subject: Re: Zelazny

Just a little argument in favor of both the Amber series.

I think that both are good and represent some of Zelazny's best work
(although the fist series is better).  I've read almost all of his fiction.
Some of his short stories are truly inspired, and many of the concepts he
explores in his novels have been very interesting, but none of them have
ever entertained me as much as Amber.

The ideas and concepts he develops in the Amber books go beyond anything he
does in his other books and are much more interesting.  The trumps, the
Pattern and Logrus, Amber and its reflections Remba and Tir'na'n'goth
(spelling?  are some of the most ingenious concepts I've ever seen in
fantasy.

His character development and family interaction is also another high point
of the books.

I think the problem with the second set of books is that he tries to
incoporate more "common" forms of magic in the series.  This IMO lessens
the uniqueness of the books.  He should have stuck with Pattern/Logrus
magic.  But ghostwheel is an excellent concept, Mandor i an excellent
infusion of fresh blood, and the Dara/Corwin mystery is an excellent plot
device.  I haven't decided how I feel about the anthropomorphization of the
Pattern and Logrus aspects yet.

Jeff

------------------------------

Date: 22 Sep 91 13:57:39 GMT
From: tchrist@convex.com (Tom Christiansen)
Subject: Re: Zelazny

For another variation on the apotheotic theme, this time of a more cosmic
scope, read _Creatures_of_Light_and_Darkness_.  It is a shorter, tighter,
and less ponderous work than _Lord_of_Light_.  While perhaps not the big
award-winner that LoL was, it is nonetheless an interesting little work
with a distinctive present-tense narrative style, presenting you with
little bits of apparently unrelated story-threads all over the universe
that eventually link up in a sort of grand quest.

Some of the ideas here, like temporal fugue battles, strange time loops of
being your own grandfather and vice versa, and a being who can teleport to
anywhere he can imagine (and who possesses a very vivid imagination :-),
are pretty neat.  You'll see the last idea pop up again in his Amber
series, amongst other places.  Visit the House of Life, the House of Death,
and many worlds in between; meet Anubis, Osiris, Horus, Set, Thoth, and
other fascinating Immortals all with unique powers and attributes,
including Typhon, whose only manifestation is something like a horse-shaped
portable black gate into oblivion, and the Steel General, the spirit of
revolution incarnate who can never be ultimately destroyed, for he shall
always arise again elsewhere, elsewhen.

The book starts out with the resurrection (and repeated transformations) of
a mysterious character named Wakim in the House of the Dead, tasked by
Anubis with going forth to slay the Prince Who Was a Thousand.  Just who
Wakim and the Prince really are and what Anubis's schemings are all about
make up a nice little mystery plot that will amaze you when it at last
comes into focus.

Better stop before I sound too much like the book's back-cover blurb. :-)

Tom

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 91 04:55:39 GMT
From: rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au (John Mazzocchi)
Subject: Re: Zelazny

ian@cambridge.oracorp.com (Ian Sutherland) writes:
>I would say that his Amber books are among the WORST of his stuff
>(although I would say his worst is better than most people's best).

But nowhere near as bad ***IMHO*** as that Madwand/Dilvish crap.

>If you like Amber a lot, you might not like some of what I consider his
>best, but I would recommend "Lord of Light", "This Immortal", and "Isle of
>the Dead".  These are some of the best books I've ever read, SF or
>otherwise.

And "Jack of Shadows" and "Doorways in the Sand". If you want to sample his
very best work though, I think you'd have to look at his short fiction.
Collections like "The Doors of His Face, The Lamps of His Mouth and Other
Stories", "The Last Defender of Camelot" and "Unicorn Variations" are
priceless. SF doesn't get any better than a good Zelazny short story.

John Mazzocchi
Melbourne, Victoria
Australia          
rxcjm@minyos.xx.rmit.oz.au

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Pollack & Wright & Zelazny (6 msgs) &
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                       Reviews (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 91 21:54:45 GMT
From: eliz@ai.mit.edu (Elizabeth Willey)
Subject: Re: Talent Alert!

Crawford_Kilian@mindlink.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian) asks:
>book's a Questar paperback from Warner Books. Any other recent
>works of unsung genius? Anything at all that doesn't have to do with
>Orson Scott Card or Larry Niven?

_Unquenchable Fire_, Rachel Pollack; published in UK/Canada by Legend.  Not
generally available in the US yet, or not that I've seen, so you have the
advantage of us, Sir, being North of the Border.  I bought my copy from the
author.

In the 9/91 NYRSF (not _Locus_) it is noted that Overlook Press will be
(finally) publishing the first US edition in 1992 sometime, and that there
wasn't a bidding war for this book is sad indeed.

Elizabeth

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 91 23:46:02 GMT
From: djdaneh@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Re: Talent Alert!

Crawford_Kilian@mindlink.bc.ca (Crawford Kilian) writes:
>I commend to your attention a novel titled "The Wild Blue and the Gray,"
>by William Sanders. It's an alternate-history novel about Confederate
>fighter pilots in a somewhat different World War I; such material would
>seem to be well beyond its "best before" date, but Sanders gets away with
>it thanks to solid research, a wicked deadpan sense of humor, subversive
>politics, and plain good writing. No bio on him, just a mention that he's
>also the author of "Journey to Fusang," which somehow never reached
>Vancouver. Keep an eye on this lad. The book's a Questar paperback from
>Warner Books. Any other recent works of unsung genius? Anything at all
>that doesn't have to do with Orson Scott Card or Larry bloody Niven?

Was there a change at Questar?

I've always thought of them as schlockmeisters, but this is the second work
from them to be brought to my attention in recent days.  I've just read a
1990 book called A MATTER OF OATHS by Helen S. Wright, and while I'm
planning a full-blown review for r.a.sf-r, I may as well contribute it to
this conversation.

AMOO is that rarest of things, a literate space opera.  The plot is complex
enough that I don't want to try to summarize it in a microreview, but at a
glance it's the story of a "man without a past," a member of the Guild that
controls spaceflight whose memory has been stripped.  Upon this turns (as
is absolutely de rigeur in space opera) the fate of the Empire - indeed,
of _two_ Empires.

What impressed me?  First, the writing.  Not Delanyish brilliance, but an
absolutely solid and serviceable style that didn't jump out with klunking
phrasing.  Similarly, character and plot, complex far above the norm for
the subgenre and repeatedly surprising.

Perhaps the centerpiece of the whole thing is the realization that one of
the primary motivating factors behind the whole thing is an odd love
relationship.  (Note: It's a gay love relationship, but that's _not_ what I
mean by calling it odd.  Which I mention only so some jerk won't come back
and say I called gay love odd.)

Another nice touch: one of the primary characters does something I've never
seen before.  These Events That Shake Empires are bound to have some effect
on the Imperial citizens, but we don't generally see more than a political
and military perspective on It All.  So it's nice to see a character who's
genuinely concerned to keep a few centuries of chaos from making life
miserable for the farmers on Shitheel VII.

Dan'l

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 91 17:30:17 GMT
From: CXT105@psuvm.psu.edu (Christopher Tate)
Subject: Re: Zelazny

IMHO, the Amber books go from very good to frustratingly bad.  It's pretty
much a toss-up, because it depends on how much work he's willing to put
into a book at a given time.

Again IMHO, his best novels are "This Immortal," formerly titled "...And
Call Me Conrad," and "Lord of Light."  Other good ones include "Jack of
Shadows," "Eye of Cat," "Creatures of Light and Darkness," "To Die in
Italbar," and a whole slew of others.  Be careful; a lot of these are what
I'd call "experimental," in that it seems that Zelazny was playing around
with mythos and style in them.  The "Changeling" books are tripe.

Part of why his novels tend to be worse than his short stories is that word
for word, novels pay better therefore there's a tendency for authors to
pound out novels rather than fine-tune a short story or three.

His short stories are superlative.  I'd especially recommend the
collections "The Last Defender of Camelot" and "Four for Tomorrow."  The
former has the stories "For a Breath I Tarry," and "He Who Shapes," two of
what I consider the finest stories ever written in the genre.  The latter
has "The Doors of his Face, the Lamps of his Mouth," "The Furies," and "A
Rose for Ecclesiastes," which also fit that description, as well as a
particularly interesting foreword by the late Theodore Sturgeon.

Read his short stories.  *ALL* of them.  And, to paraphrase Sturgeon's
introduction which I mentioned above, I envy those of you who have not yet
read Zelazny's short stories, and are about to.

Christopher Tate
cxt105@psuvm.psu.edu
cxt105@psuvm.bitnet 

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 91 22:36:55 GMT
From: peter@viewlogic.com (Peter Colby)
Subject: Re: Zelazny

CXT105@psuvm.psu.edu (Christopher Tate) writes:
> Again IMHO, his best novels are "This Immortal," formerly titled "...And
> Call Me Conrad," and "Lord of Light."  Other good ones include "Jack of
> Shadows," "Eye of Cat," "Creatures of Light and Darkness," "To Die in
> Italbar," and a whole slew of others.

Yes to all of those... But when ever was _This Immortal_ titled _... And
Call Me Conrad_? I have the original ACE paperback publication... The
"short" format 35 cent one from the mid-sixties. It was titled _This
Immortal_ even back then.

peter@viewlogic.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 91 04:53:18 GMT
From: draphsor@medisg.stanford.edu (Matt "Rollie" Rollefson)
Subject: Re: Zelazny

peter@viewlogic.com (Peter Colby) writes:
>Yes to all of those... But when ever was _This Immortal_ titled _... And
>Call Me Conrad_? I have the original ACE paperback publication... The
>"short" format 35 cent one from the mid-sixties. It was titled _This
>Immortal_ even back then.

Hmm. I don't know what edition it was released in with that title or
anything, and in fact I've never seen it with that title. However, on the
copyright page it does mention something about being originally titled
_...And Call Me Conrad_ - a much better title, IMHO. Ah well, too bad they
had to change it. Or decided that they had to. In any event, check your
copy to see if it mentions the same thing. (Mine is not accessible,
unfortunately...)

draphsor@medisg.stanford.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 91 00:18:02 GMT
From: nagordon@amherst.edu
Subject: Speaking of Zelazny

   I remember last spring hearing that the next Amber book would come out
this fall. Anyone out there know any details about this?

Nate Gordon
Amherst College

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 91 21:48:04 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Subject: Re: Speaking of Zelazny

nagordon@amherst.edu writes:
>I remember last spring hearing that the next Amber book would come out
>this fall. Anyone out there know any details about this?

Title: Prince of Chaos
Author: Roger Zelazny
Publisher: William Morrow
Release Date: November, 91
Pages: 256
Price: 19.00
ISBN: 0-688-08727-2

(I review it in the December 1991 Amazing Stories, by the way. It's typical
Amber - love it or hate it. It's also not the end of the series. Stay
tuned for book six of the second Amber trilogy)

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 91 19:36:05 GMT
From: 003@pnet16.cts.com (Lcdr Smith)
Subject: re: Zelazny

Actually, for what its worth (certainly I can't be the only one) I _HATED_
"Lord of Light."  But then, the Hindu gods and goddesses seem to me to be a
pretty disreputable lot in general, and it mystifies me why someone would
need, let alone want, to believe in them.  Especially Kali.

I agree his earlier Amber books are his better ones.  When he FINALLY gets
through with each set, I propose they be forever after printed as one book,
as the SFBC has already done with the earlier works.  Mind candy, escapist,
but fun.  Same with "Roadmarks."

Sheri
UUCP: humu!nctams1!pnet16!003
ARPA: humu!nctams1!pnet16!003@nosc.mil
INET: 003@pnet16.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 22 Sep 91 21:10:33 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Do you recognize this story line?

jrg@galloway.sj.ca.us (John R Galloway Jr.) says:
>I wanted to recommend a story to someone, but can not recall where I read
>it. 
[description deleted]

This is a great story, and I'm blanking on the name (or rather, the memory
is being blotted out by the memory of that Norman Spinrad AIDS story).
It's by Alan Brennert, I think, and was reprinted in the last-but-one
Dozois "Year's Best" anthology.  It should be easy to find from that, I
hope.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Sep 91 21:49:54 GMT
From: jml12@cunixa.cc.columbia.edu (Jonathan M Lennox)
Subject: Re: Do you recognize this story line?

jrg@galloway.sj.ca.us (John R Galloway Jr.) writes:
>I wanted to recommend a story to someone, but can not recall where I read
>it.  Here is the story line:
[extensive summary deleted]

This is definitely "Tiny Tango," by Judith Moffett.  I think it appeared in
Asimov's a few years ago.  I think it's appeared in a book of hers (along
with some other stories in the same series) and it may have made it into
some collections as well.

Jonathan Lennox
jml12@cunixa.cc.columbia.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 91 20:29:17 GMT
From: zornow@hpcc01.corp.hp.com (Claudia Zornow)
Subject: Re: Do you recognize this story line?

>This is definitely "Tiny Tango," by Judith Moffett.  I think it appeared
>in Asimov's a few years ago.  I think it's appeared in a book of hers
>(along with some other stories in the same series) and it may have made it
>into some collections as well.

Yes, I just checked that very book out from my local library.  It's called
_The Ragged Earth_, and is a novel of interconnected stories including some
which have appeared in IASFM and F&SF and some which are new.

Claudia

------------------------------

Date: 28 Sep 91 05:14:32 GMT
From: rhodar@sideways.welly.gen.nz (David Salmon)
Subject: New books

I have just got hold of the September issue of Locus and have the following
publication dates to announce (month only sorry):

David Eddings - 'The Sapphire Rose'
   US - Jan '92
   UK - Oct '91

Anne McCaffrey - 'All the Weyrs of Pern'
   US - Dec '91
   UK - Sep '91 (looks like it should be in store)

Raymond E Feist and Janny Wurts - 'Mistress of the Empire'
   US - May '92
   UK - unknown

Terry Brooks - 'The Elfqueen of Shannara'
   US - May '92
   UK - unknown

Stephen King - 'Needful Things'
   US - Oct '91
   UK - Oct '91

(This next one is about bloody time)
Julian May - 'Jack the Bodiless'
   US - Jan '92
   UK - Unknown

And for all the Dr Who fans out there
(all the following are England only)
Oct '91 - 'The Gallifrey Chronicles' by John Peel (non-fiction(?))
          'Timewyrm:Apocalypse' by Nigel Robinson
Nov '91 - 'Terrestrial Index' by Jean-Marc Lofficier (non-fiction(?))
Dec '91 - 'Timewyrm:Revelation' by Paul Cornell
Feb '92 - 'Cat's Cradle:Time's Crucible' by John Peel

Anything else interesting I see I'll pass on.  I haven't read anything
about Mostly Harmless yet.

Rhodar@sideways.welly.gen.nz

------------------------------

Date: 28 Sep 91 05:13:55 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

Title: Drifter
Author: William C. Dietz
Publisher: Ace
Date: September 1991
Format: paperback, US$3.95
Pages: 200
ISBN: 0-441-16813-2

Sigh, yet *another* utterly predictable space adventure featuring yet
*another* Han Solo clone getting mixed up with a beautiful woman and a
bunch of oppressed idealists.  Not a plot twist goes untelegraphed in this
fundamentally boring piece of yard goods.  And we're promised a sequel, no
less.  *Yawn*.

Title: The Wooden Sword
Author: Lynn Abbey
Publisher: Ace
Date: September 1991
Format: paperback, US$4.50
Pages: 247
ISBN: 0-441-90866-7

Warning: this is a Q-ship!  The cover and blurb don't warn you that this is
a series book, but it ends in a cliffhanger and reads like a sequel to
something else.  The book probably ought to be boycotted on these grounds
alone, even if it weren't just another quest-fantasy- romance that reads
like an MZB or McCaffrey outtake.  Avoid.

Title: The Rowan
Author: Anne McCaffrey
Publisher: Ace
Date: September 1991
Format: paperback, US$4.95
Publisher: 328
ISBN: 0-441-73576-2

Another formulaic orphan-girl-makes-good space romance from McCaffrey,
featuring psionics and a feline companion and a male lead so insufferably
cute he should've been strangled in his crib.  Sure to please her
adolescent-female fans, even though it reads like she wrote it by pure hack
reflex in her sleep.  There's a new dent in my wall where it bounced.

NOTES AND NEWS:

   Terry Weisskopf at Baen tells me this month's re-release of Poul
Anderson's _The_High_Crusade_ is due to be followed up soon with reissues
of _Three_Hearts_And_Three_Lions_ and _Operation_Chaos_.

   DAW's Peter Stampfel tells me that the second volume of the duology that
began with Sean Russell's _The_Initiate_Brother_ should hit the presses in
late '92.  Same goes for _To_Green_Angel_Tower, third and final volume of
Tad Williams's _Memory,_Sorrow_And_Thorn_.

------------------------------

Date: Fri, 27 Sep 91 22:58 EDT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Reviews: short takes

Title: Black Sun
Author: Robert Leininger
Publisher: Avon
Date: September 1991
Format: paperback, US$
Pages: 309
ISBN: 0-380-76012-6

This is a better-than-average end-of-the-world novel.  Yes, we get the
usual Hobbesian cliches of desperate mass violence, the breakdown of
society and the pyrotechnic deaths of great cities.  But the science is
unusually good (the author clearly knows and loves solar physics).  And the
focus is really on the two rather Heinleinian lead characters; one could
almost call this a romance.  The growing sexual tension between them
carries more energy than the whole rest of the action put together.  Good
one for the beach; read it when the heat seems a bit oppressive...

Title: Riverrun
Author: S. P. Somtow
Publisher: Avon
Date: September 1991
Format: paperback, US$3.99
Pages: 259
ISBN: 0-380-75925-X

Having the kind of florid, mythic, over-the-top imagination and prose style
this author does tends to make writing something of a crapshoot.  Yoked to
the right premise and disciplined with a sense of proportion, it can
produce heart-stunning masterpieces of beauty.  When the writer is careless
or sloppy, the result is a turgid and cloying mess.  Somtow gave us the
positive extreme in the Inquestor novels and elsewhere; in this one, sadly,
we see the negative.  The careful world-building that usually underpins his
gorgeous fancies is entirely absent in this bathetic, self-indulgent
fantasy of wizards dreaming the universe into existence and a troubled
human boy who holds the balance of power brtween them. I couldn't make
myself finish it.

Title: Holocaust Horror
Series: Multants Amok
Volume: 4
Author :Mark Grant 
Publisher: Avon
Date: September 1991
Format: paperback, US$2.99
Pages: 196 
ISBN: 0-380-76192-0 

   "Holocaust Horror" demonstrates that Mark Grant, whose leaden pen
spouted the hilariously purple phrases that kept us laughing through
Mutants Amok Numbers 1, 2, and 3 is finally learning how to use the English
language.  Unfortunately, his sudden improvement in writing style actually
detracts from the reader's enjoyment.  Without the ridiculously bad
language to add needed humor, his hackneyed plot line, sexist assumptions,
and gore-splattered descriptions of carnage merely result in a trite and
revolting account of how a handful of heroes save the world from nuclear
holocaust.  Do yourself a favor and give this one a miss. [CCO]

RECEIVED BUT NOT REVIEWED:
   _Stronghold_ (Melanie Rawn); _Elven_Star_ volume 2, Margaret Weis &
Tracy Hickman; _The_Mutant_Season_ (Karen Haber); _The_Prime_Directive_
(Judith and Garfield Reese-Stevens).  All clearly bloody awful followups to
stuff that had no redeeming value the first time around.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Tuesday, 1 Oct 1991       Volume 16 : Issue 406

Today's Topics:

                 Administrivia - Monthly Reminders,
		 Books - Anthony & Card & Cook (3 msgs) &
                         Farmer (3 msgs) & Gerrold & 
                         Hambly (2 msgs) & Jordan (3 msgs) &
                         Kurtz & Rawn

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Tue, 1 Oct 91 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Administrivia

It is time once again for the monthly reminders.  Please pay attention as
I've noticed lately a large number of people are sending mail to the wrong
addresses.

Problems, administrative questions, and requests for addition or removal to
the mailing list should always be sent to SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
Submissions for the digest are to be sent to SF-LOVERS@RUTGERS.EDU
***ONLY***.  Error messages, particularly those generated automatically by
mailers, should always go to SF-LOVERS-ERRORS@RUTGERS.EDU which is the
address specified in the "Errors-To:" field.

If you have information about a convention that you wish to have listed in
the convention listings maintained in the archives, you can send complete
information to SF-LOVERS-CONS@RUTGERS.EDU and it will be included in the
listings as soon as possible.  Information should be sent at least one
month prior to the date of the convention in order to insure that it is
listed in time.

Unfortunately, due to the large volume of mail that I receive every day,
messages sent to the wrong address will be unprocessed.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 91 05:45:51 GMT
From: dave@gergo.tamu.edu
Subject: Re: Anthony

jdeitch@umiami.ir.miami.edu:
>I know that Anthony makes his home in Florida, but I never noticed all the
>references to the state.  His new book, Question Quest, is just littered
>with them.  Has anyone else noticed this ?

Yup. I'm sure everyone who has read Anthony has noticed this. It's not very
subtle at all. The Gap in Xanth is an old abandoned railway trench. Read
his _Shade_of_the_Tree_(title?) in particular for a detailed look at his
Florida home. Certainly not the kind of story I'd want to see written about
my house, much less write it myself. Read his Author's Notes. Though some
find them useless and irritating, they do give insight into the events
which happened while writing the books. If I recall correctly, some of them
do make mention of the many references to both his home and the state as a
whole.  Where do you think the King lives in Xanth, after all? Where else
but Anthony's house...  

Dave Martin
DAVE@GERGO.TAMU.EDU 
BROOKS@TAMVXOCN.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 91 17:57:00 GMT
From: AKERMAN@qucdnast.bitnet (RICHARD AKERMAN)
Subject: Re: Orson Scott Card

In case you all haven't heard it elsewhere, it is my understanding that
Card discovered halfway through _Xenocide_ that he had too much for one
book so he is working on a second, due to tie up the whole Ender series.

Richard Akerman
Akerman@Bill.Phy.QueensU.Ca
Akerman@QUCdnAst.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 91 18:32:28 GMT
From: dmm0t@holmes.acc.virginia.edu (Dave Meyer)
Subject: Re: Glen Cook Stuff (was Re:  Black Company...)

mfterman@phoenix.Princeton.EDU writes:
>Now to talk about the books and what he's up to, but first...

possible spoilers

>As I like postings about this series, here's a question. Who do you think
>will survive the end of the sixth Black Company book, if anyone? All the
>pointers indicate that the mother of all battles is going to be taking
>place in the last book, and Cook has never been shy of body counts.

I don't think he'll kill off any of the main (good) characters.  Croaker,
Lady, Goblin, and One-eye are pretty safe, IMHO.  I think major bad guys
and minor good guys will fall like flies, though.  An entirely good ending
is unlikely, however - Cook tends to have incomplete or Pyrhhic victories
for his protagonists.

I don't remember from _Silver Spike_ - are Silent, Darling, whoever else
likely to show up in the finale?

>Lastly, any idea when the next book in the Swordbearer series is out?  The
>first book made Elric seem positively cheerful in comparison.

Are there any more planned?  I thought Swordbearer was an old book that got
republished because of Cook's recent popularity.  I haven't heard that he
plans to write any more.

I also heard an unconfirmed rumor that he might be writing some more Dread
Empire stuff - since he's become more popular, the publisher might give him
more leeway to write complex plots.  Anyone know any more about this?

David M. Meyer
Department of Mechanical & Aerospace Engineering 
University of Virginia
(804) 924-7926
dmm0t@virginia.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 91 23:23:01 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Subject: Re: Glen Cook Stuff (was Re:  Black Company...)

dmm0t@holmes.acc.Virginia.EDU (Dave Meyer) writes:
>mfterman@phoenix.Princeton.EDU writes:
>>Lastly, any idea when the next book in the Swordbearer series is out?
>>The first book made Elric seem positively cheerful in comparison.
>
> Are there any more planned?  I thought Swordbearer was an old book that
> got republished because of Cook's recent popularity.  I haven't heard
> that he plans to write any more.

   The Sowrdbearer had been locked up with a publisher who had not planned
on reprinting it, nor publishing other stuff by Glen.  The year before it's
re-release Glen made a comment that he MIGHT get around to making it a
series, but was at the time pretty well blocked up in contracts for Garrett
and Black Company books.  He'll probably be at ICON in Coralville, IA
October 11-13 ( plug, plug ) so I'll ask him there if I remember.

ICON ( 15 or 16? )
at: Best Western Westfield Inn
Highway 965 and I-80
Coralville, Ia

writer GOH: Steven Brust

other normally attending authors:
Glen Cook
Mickey Zucker Reichert
Joe Haldeman
Robert Randle

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 91 23:06:07 GMT
From: mfterman@phoenix.princeton.edu (Mutant for Hire)
Subject: Re: Glen Cook Stuff (was Re:  Black Company...)

dmm0t@holmes.acc.Virginia.EDU (Dave Meyer) writes:

possible spoilers

>>[who will survive the sixth Black Company book?]
>I don't think he'll kill off any of the main (good) characters.  Croaker,
>Lady, Goblin, and One-eye are pretty safe, IMHO.  I think major bad guys
>and minor good guys will fall like flies, though.  An entirely good ending
>is unlikely, however - Cook tends to have incomplete or Pyrhhic victories
>for his protagonists.

If the Lady survives, she will probably be depowered. Otherwise I do not
see much for her survival. One of the characteristic features of Cook's
works is that that the less magical power you have, the better your odds
for having a happy ending. Being powerful attracts the attention of other
powers, getting you involved in various struggles that end up killing most
of the involved parties.

Croaker has good odds of survival. One Eye and Goblin I have no odds on.
They will probably die within moments of each other, taking out bad guys.
Look at what happened to Silent.

>I don't remember from _Silver Spike_ - are Silent, Darling, whoever else
>likely to show up in the finale?

Raven is dead, having been filled with various missiles. Silent was turned
into a pile of green goo that dissolved the bad guy he was battling.
Darling retired to be the wife of a potato farmer, and lived to see
grandkids, so she's got a happy ended that outlasts the sixth book of the
Black Company.

Martin Terman
mfterman@phoenix.princeton.edu
mfterman@pucc.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 91 21:18:45 GMT
From: SONDRICK@hasara11.bitnet (Rick Jansen)
Subject: Followup to Farmer's World of Tiers series?

Has anyone seen a later book in this series than 'The Lavelite World'?
 
Rick Jansen
SARA User Support Department
Rick@SARA.NL
SONDRICK@HASARA11.Bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 91 23:25:47 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Subject: Re: Followup to Farmer's World of Tiers series?

SONDRICK@HASARA11.BITNET (Rick Jansen) writes:
> Has anyone seen a later book in this series than 'The Lavelite World'?

   I saw _Red Orc's Revenge_ at Chicon.  Hardcover, copyright September or
October 1991.  This is book six.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 91 04:34:50 GMT
From: dweingar@libserv1.ic.sunysb.edu (David Weingart)
Subject: Re: Followup to Farmer's World of Tiers series?

parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu writes:
>SONDRICK@HASARA11.BITNET (Rick Jansen) writes:
>> Has anyone seen a later book in this series than 'The Lavelite World'?
>>  
>I saw _Red Orc's Revenge_ at Chicon.  Hardcover, copyright September or
>October 1991.  This is book six.

As I understand it, _Red_Orc's_Revenge_ is not really a "World Of Tiers"
book, so much as a straightforward fantasy trip with some screwed-up teen
psychotic identifying with one character - Red Orc himself.
 
On the other hand, Hawkwind has a song "World Of Tiers"
 
(Nothing to do with the thread, really, but I thought I'd mention it)

David Weingart
dweingar@ic.sunysb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 91 17:25:16 GMT
From: kuryakin@bcstec.boeing.com (Rick Pavek)
Subject: Re: Gerrold's 4th Chtorr novel?

pkarrer@bernina.ethz.ch (Peter Karrer) writes:
>The fifth will be called:
>  #5:  A ...... for ........ (my guess: A Cure for Constipation :-).
>
>But... Does that mean there will be *only 26* Chtorr novels ?!

Weeeeell, if you look in the back of the original trade paperback, the name
of the {??}last one will be "A Time for Triumph".  Guess he decided he
needed more pages.  I, for one, enjoy the heck out of them, I hope he DOES
26 of the darn things.

Rick Pavek
kuryakin@bcstec.boeing.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 91 10:58:11 GMT
From: ericf@netcom.com (Eric France)
Subject: Re: Barbra Hambly

tomw@later.ucsb.edu (Tom Weinstein):
> haven't read either _The_Quirnal_Hill_Affair_, or _Beauty_and_the_Beast.

If you like Hambly, or mysteries, or Roman historical fiction, read TQHA
(now reprinted as _Search_The_Seven_Hills_). READREADREAD.

Don't bother with B&TB unless you're an addict to the TV show.  I read the
first one (out of Hambloyalty) and it was pretty much the same
blood-spattered cotton candy the show gushes.  BH does take a few pokes at
the show (like Catherine's addiction to shoulder- pads ;).

Eric France
Poughkeepsie, NY USA
ericf@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 91 14:31:42 GMT
From: mattel@auto-trol.com (Matt Telles)
Subject: Re: Barbra Hambly

>I think Barbara Hambly is one of the better writers of fantasy extant
>today, but she's got one little flaw, which is that her books tend to be
>REALLY similar.  For an example, try comparing the Darwath Trilogy to the
>Silent Tower/Silicon Mage biology (hurrah for someone who doesn't feel
>compelled to make a trilogy! :-)).  They're both extremely good (though
>IMHO the Darwath Trilogy is better), but they're nearly carbon copies.
>There's a native-world wizard leader who nobody understands, a woman from
>our world who falls in love with him, a guy (admittedly, in the biology he
>was from the other world) who travels with them and falls in love with a
>princess-type they meet along the way, they're hunted by the Church,
>distrusted by the general populace, etc., etc.  VERY similar.

Ummmmmm.  No.  In the Darwath books, the "magic" element is definitely
played down for the main character.  He teaches Rudy how to do magic, but
we see very little else from him.  In the Silicon Mage, magic is the center
of the book.  It is extremely important.  Also, in Darwath, the series
revolves around an alien race, while Mage revolves around very human
characters.  And yes, I also applaud Hambly for not stretching Mage out to
a trilogy!

Matt Telles
Auto-trol Technology
12500 N Washington
Denver, CO 80241-2404
(303)252-2874
mattel@auto-trol.COM
...!ncar!ico!auto-trol!mattel

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 91 20:24:22 GMT
From: gquy@vax5.cit.cornell.edu
Subject: Dragon Reborn (spoiler)

I won't bore anyone with what I thought of the book (since I put spoiler in
the header you've probably read it anyway), but I have one question.

The Aes Sedai are sworn to never 'speak an untrue word' or something to
that effect while holding an item which makes the oath binding.  So when
there was a search for the Black Ajah why couldn't the Aes Sedai leader
just call in the various members and just ask them: 'Are you, or have you
ever been, a member of the Black Ajah, or in any way a Darkfriend, yes or
no.'  Heck, seems like this should work to find out most anything not being
done on the up and up, and seems quite easily done.  Am I missing a
problem?

Sean

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 91 18:56:13 GMT
From: jcmorris@mwunix (Joe Morris)
Subject: _The_Dragon_Reborn_: what's next?  When?

Having just finished reading _The_Dragon_Reborn_ (Robert Jordan), I've got
a question: does anyone on the net have info (or reasonable speculation)
about when the next volume might be expected?  For that matter, does anyone
know how many volumes Jordan plans to write in this sequence?

The book is a solid, good read.  It certainly isn't the Great American
Novel, but I'm not at all sorry at having purchased the hardback edition; I
expect to add it to the list of books I reread every year or two.

Joe Morris

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 91 03:50:38 GMT
From: pgb1@isis.msstate.edu (Patrick Bridges)
Subject: Re: Dragon Reborn (spoiler)

SPOILERS FOLLOW!!

gquy@vax5.cit.cornell.edu writes:
>The Aes Sedai are sworn to never 'speak an untrue word' or something to
>that effect while holding an item which makes the oath binding.  So when
>there was a search for the Black Ajah why couldn't the Aes Sedai leader
>just call in the various members and just ask them: 'Are you, or have you
>ever been, a member of the Black Ajah, or in any way a Darkfriend, yes or
>no.'  Heck, seems like this should work to find out most anything not
>being done on the up and up, and seems quite easily done.  Am I missing a
>problem.

If you recall, I don't remember exactly where, I think either one of the
Aes Sedai, Lanfear, or the Child of the Light traitor that hinted that
he/she foreswore all previous oaths by swearing to Shai'tan. I would think
that the power of the oath to the Dark One indirectly, or his power
directly, would be enough to break the previous oath, even if sworn on a
ter'angreal.  Remember, Even if the Baal'zammon in the book is only
Ishmael, He was stil one of the most powerful Aes Sedai from the Age of
Legends, which makes him one of the most powerful Aes Sedai ever.

Score:
  Rand: 3 (Shai'tan twice, and 1 Forsaken)
  Moraine: 1 (1 forsaken)
  Shai'tan: 0 (He's still alive....)
  Forsaken: -3? -4?
  Green Man: 1 (and not counting)

Patrick Bridges
pgb1@isis.msstate.edu
patrick@erc.msstate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 91 03:34:44 GMT
From: stowe@unix.cis.pitt.edu (James M Stowe)
Subject: What happened to Katheryn Kurtz?!

Does anyone out in Netland know when the next installment in the current
Deryni trilogy is due out?  All I've seen since 'Harrowing of Gwynedd' are
'The Grimiore' and 'The Adept'.

The folks at my local Waldenbooks show nothing forthcoming from K. Kurtz.
Does Anyone know differently?

Thanks in advance!

James M. Stowe
University of Pitt @ Bradford
stowe@unix.cis.pitt.edu

------------------------------

Date: 29 Sep 91 07:14:33 GMT
From: Matt.Rollie.Rollefson@clubzen.fidonet.org (Matt "Rollie" Rollefson)
Subject: Re: Reviews: short takes

eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond) writes:

>RECEIVED BUT NOT REVIEWED:
>   _Stronghold_ (Melanie Rawn); [...]  All clearly bloody awful followups
>to stuff that had no redeeming value the first time around.

I'd like to give a differing viewpoint, if I may. I have found Rawn's work
so far to be excellent. She tells a traditional fantasy story, but does a
very good job of it. Her heroes are extremely well characterized - I always
come away from her books feeling that I know the characters.  She is also
declining to continue with the 'super-hero' character type (which
admittedly Rohan pretty much was) - Pol, Rohan's child, as well as Andry
most definitely have rather large character flaws, and it is interesting to
see them wrestle with themselves, each other, and their world which is
rather rapidly coming down around their heads.

In short, _Stronghold_ is highly recommended, as are the earlier books of
the series. Also, the first two books of the series (_Dragon Prince_ and
_The Star Scroll_) can stand on their own quite well. Finally, the series
was always conceived of as a long story - she has not told her story, then
decided to draw it out longer because of money. The current plot has been
hinted at for some time, as I've realized upon re-reading the earlier
books.

draphsor@medisg.stanford.edu

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Tuesday, 1 Oct 1991       Volume 16 : Issue 407

Today's Topics:

               Administrivia - Archives,
	       Books - Lackey & Leigh & McCaffrey (2 msgs) &
                       Schenck & Wingrove & Zelazny (2 msgs) &
                       Requests (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Tue, 1 Oct 91 08:38:18 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Archives

One of the long standing traditions of SF-LOVERS is keeping back issues and
related files in a publicly accessible area.  The SF-LOVERS archives are
currently stored on ELBERETH.RUTGERS.EDU (128.6.7.26) which is a unix
machine.  The archives are currently available to anyone with FTP access to
this machine.

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Previously BITNET sites could not get access to the
archives.  This is no longer true.  Please see below for instructions on
how to access the archives.

Please do not send mail asking me to mail you files from the archives.
They are way too big to be transmitted via mail without getting various
system administrators on the network extremely upset.  Anyone who wants
access to the archives that does not have access to FTP on their machine,
may follow the instructions given below for BITNET subscribers.

Note: The machine you are connecting to is a unix machine.  As with all
unix machines, it is case sensitive.  This means that filenames and
directory names *must* be entered as given.

Instructions for INTERNET users:

To access the archives, you need to login with ftp using the anonymous
login function.  Below is a sample session (The "%" and "ftp>" are prompts,
yours may vary):

% ftp elbereth.rutgers.edu
Connected to elbereth.rutgers.edu.
220 elbereth.rutgers.edu FTP server
Name (elbereth.rutgers.edu:<userid>): anonymous
331 Guest login ok, send ident as password.
Password:
230 Guest login ok, access restrictions apply.
ftp> cd pub/sfl
ftp> get <filename>
ftp> quit

Instructions for BITNET users:

To access the archives, the principle is the same however it must be
handled via mail since there is no way to do it interactively.  You can
send mail to BITFTP@PUCC.BITNET with the following as the text of the
message:

FTP elbereth.rutgers.edu
USER anonymous
CD pub/sfl
GET <filename>

You will probably get two mail messages back.  One from the server itself
informing you that the request went through and the other will be the
actual file retrieved.  I haven't tried this for multiple files so I don't
know if each file retrieved comes back as a separate message or not.

The files in the archives are generally too large to send through normal
mail so please do not ask for copies to be sent to you through
mail.  If you cannot access the archives through one of the methods given
above, then, for the present, you will not be able to gain access to these
files.  

 Below is a partial list of the files that are currently available in the
archives:

Episode Guides:

   20 blakes7.guide
   18 doctor-who.guide
   18 galactica.guide       
   10 galactica80.guide     
   36 lost-in-space.guide
    6 max-headroom.guide        [Incomplete]
   28 new-twilight-zone.guide   [Possibly incomplete]
   22 outerlimits.guide
   10 prisoner.guide
   24 quantum-leap.guide
    8 red-dwarf.guide
   14 space:1999.guide
   12 star-blazers.guide
   14 star-trek-animated.guide
*  66 star-trek-tng.guide       [updated with fifth season episodes]
   26 star-trek.guide
    6 tomorrow-people.guide
   70 twilight-zone.guide

Text Files:

  100 alternate-histories.txt
   20 amber-timeline.txt
   64 amber.parody          [parody of the Zelazny's Amber series]
   68 argon.txt
*  48 cons.txt              [updated as of September 4]
   32 decwars.txt
   24 down-in-flames.txt
  240 gender-swapping.list
   86 hitch-hikers-guide-to-the-net.txt
   20 hugos.txt
    8 klingonaase.txt
    6 nebulas.txt
*  16 quantum-leap.faql
*  10 quantum-leap.primer
    4 saturn.txt
   92 the-enchanted-duplicator.txt
    4 world-fantasy-awards.txt

Back Issues of SF-LOVERS:

   1872 sf-lovers.v1
   1904 sf-lovers.v2
   1856 sf-lovers.v3
   1760 sf-lovers.v4
    816 sf-lovers.v5
   1744 sf-lovers.v6
    592 sf-lovers.v7
   1648 sf-lovers.v8
   3600 sf-lovers.v9
   7472 sf-lovers.v10
   6752 sf-lovers.v11
   4944 sf-lovers.v12a
   4000 sf-lovers.v12b
   6000 sf-lovers.v13
   7568 sf-lovers.v14
   4352 sf-lovers.v15a  [Jan 1990 - June 1990]
   3456 sf-lovers.v15b  [July 1990 - December 1990]

Also in the archives: the author lists provided and maintained by John Wenn
are available in the directory pub/sfl/authorlists.  The list for each
author is contained in its own file with the filenames being in the form:
Lastname.Firstname, e.g. Niven.Larry (Please remember, unix filenames are
case sensitive).  Many of the authorlists have recently been updated.  The
complete set of authorlists are also available in the main archive
directory in convenient unix compressed tar format as sf-authors.tar.Z
 
A few notes about the files.  The number that appears to the left of the
file, is the size of the file in kilobytes.  All of the back issues except
for volume 1 are in BABYL mail format.  The first volume, sf-lovers.v1,
includes a number of messages from the early days before digests and there
is much of "historical" interest.

The current volume is Volume 16.  Old issues of this volume may be found in
the same directory as the archives.  They are in the files sf-lovers.xxxyy
where "xxx" is the month of publication and "yy" is the current year.  For
more recent back issues, send your request to
SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
 
Files in the archives that have been modified within the last month or are
new entries are denoted with a "*" in the lists above.  If anyone notes any
errors or would like to supply missing information, please write to
SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 91 12:49:45 GMT
From: eliz@ai.mit.edu (Elizabeth Willey)
Subject: Re: Winds of Fate (mild spoilers)

Jeff Deveaux wrote:
>The main characters seem undercharacterized somehow.[...]
>
>In general, I think that Lackey's level of writing proficiency has dropped
>a bit.  The writing just doesn't seem to be as good as the other books
>(especially not as good as the Last Herald-Mage series which I thought was
>her best.)
>
>This book seems rushed or something, but it's definitely not up to par
>with what Lackey has done before.[...]

Keep reading if you will, but don't look for improvement any time soon.
Churning out four hefty novels + shorts a year *can* do things to a writer,
no matter how much support and aid editors, family, et alia may provide.
As Dani Zweig pointed out, it tends to give one tunnel vision: the focus is
on the word-processor page-counter and not on the writing, and tedious,
time-consuming thinking about internal plot logic and sound
characterization is usually the first frill to go.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 91 21:29:54 GMT
From: cplma@marlin.jcu.edu.au (Lynn Alford)
Subject: Re: Review: Alien Tongue

eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond) writes:
>    Why don't the aliens work?  Start with one irritating biological
>detail.  They're avians, and like Earth birds they are supposed to
>defecate casually and reflexively wherever they are, leaving their floors
>and public spaces encrusted with birdshit.  Now, if there is one iron law
>in biology it's that organisms cannot tolerate an environment overloaded
>with their own waste products (because if they could, the waste would have
>been metabolized to something useful rather than wasted).

Usually, biological problems in a story drive me up the wall, but I could
live with this one.  Why?  Have you ever looked at where pigeons like to
roost in cities?  They usually roost together, in large groups, and in the
same area all the time.  The encrusted birdshit is pretty incredible to
look at but they seem to be able to tolerate that quite well.  Perhaps
these aliens had pigeon-types as ancestors.

The other problems mentioned in this review sound a bit more serious.  I
would have to read the book before I could decide on the rest.

Lynn Alford

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 91 16:53:05 GMT
From: alayne@hobbit.gandalf.ca (Alayne McGregor)
Subject: The Rowan

eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond) writes:
>Title: The Rowan
>Author: Anne McCaffrey
>Publisher: Ace
>Date: September 1991
>Format: paperback, US$4.95
>Pages: 328
>ISBN: 0-441-73576-2
>
>Another formulaic orphan-girl-makes-good space romance from McCaffrey,
>featuring psionics and a feline companion and a male lead so insufferably
>cute he should've been strangled in his crib.  Sure to please her
>adolescent-female fans, even though it reads like she wrote it by pure
>hack reflex in her sleep.  There's a new dent in my wall where it bounced.

This book was so insufferably bad that I gave up half-way through and
simply read the last chapter. If anything, that chapter was worse than the
rest of the book. Don't torture yourself: leave this book on the shelf.

The Rowan is simply a generic Harlequin with a few psychic trappings. The
science is pseudo, the relationships between characters are worthy of
Barbara Cartland, and the plot (what there is of it) is simply
unbelievable.

I found it interesting the last book to which I had a similar negative
reaction was _Black Trillium_, coauthored by McCaffrey.

I seem to remember enjoying _The Ship Who Sang_ and _Dragonflight_ many
years ago. Has she really deteriorated so badly?

Pity McCaffrey's going to be the Guest of Honour at Conadian in 1994. I
think I shall skip her appearances.

Alayne McGregor
alayne@gandalf.ca

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 91 19:59:16 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Subject: Re: The Rowan

Alayne McGregor@hobbit.g writes:
[....]
> The Rowan is simply a generic Harlequin with a few psychic trappings. The
> science is pseudo, the relationships between characters are worthy of
> Barbara Cartland, and the plot (what there is of it) is simply
> unbelievable.
[....]
> I seem to remember enjoying _The Ship Who Sang_ and _Dragonflight_ many
> years ago. Has she really deteriorated so badly?

Nobody seems to have noticed that _The Rowan_ is an expansion of a very
early (1960's?) McCaffrey short story, called "The Lady in the Tower". I
believe the original was plopped down nearly verbatim as a section in the
new novel.

IMHO, there are two big warning flags that a Big Name author has forgotten
how to write the books that got him/her famous. One: recycling old or
unfinished material. Two: tying all your series and universes together into
One Big Scheme.

It hit Asimov; it hit Heinlein; it hit Piers Anthony [no, I don't mean he
was ever as good as Asimov or Heinlein, but he did have some merit before
about 1981]. Now it's gotten to McCaffrey. It will get other authors.

------------------------------

From: mtgzy!ecl@att.att.com
Date: Tue, 1 Oct 91 05:36 EDT
Subject: CHRONOSEQUENCE by Hilbert Schenck

		     CHRONOSEQUENCE by Hilbert Schenck
	       Tor, 1990 (1988c), ISBN 0-812-50320-1, $3.95.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   Hilbert Schenck writes about New England and the ocean.  Most of his
novels deal with these two connected topics.  There is usually an off-shore
island, some mysterious happenings, and an explanation for all of it that
goes back to some strange force present for the last two hundred years or
so.  The only problem is that all these stories seem to be alike after a
while.

   In CHRONOSEQUENCE, we have the main character (a woman scientist -
Schenck also uses female protagonists a lot) buying an old New England
diary at an auction in London.  The diary recounts strange events that
happened during a storm off Massachusetts in the 19th Century.  (Oh, yes,
Schenck also likes storms.)  Then someone tries to steal the book, other
people try to finagle it from her, and a lot of other secret-agent-type
stuff goes on.  This part seemed to me largely unnecessary - there was a
perfectly good story without it.  But that story would have been about two
hundred pages instead of three hundred, and rumor has it that publishers
want longer books.  (Most of Schenck's earlier novels are in the
two-hundred-page neighborhood.)  Schenck does a reasonably good job of
incorporating this material, but I think the novel would have been better,
and more affecting, without it.

   Schenck is not an author for everyone, but his approaches to love and
humanity make his books stand out from the plethora of hardware/military
science fiction.  And if New england and the ocean are Schenck's medium,
then love and humanity are his message.  Give CHRONOSEQUENCE a try.  (Also
recommended are such earlier works as AT THE EYE OF THE OCEAN.)

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 91 13:25:25 GMT
From: ozrout!grenade@sobmipd.sobeco.com (Kate McDonnell)
Subject: Re: Chung Kuo

[Moderator's Note: In an earlier Digest, the author of Chung Kuo was
incorrectly identified as David Mitchell.  I apologize for any confusion
this may have caused.]

Re Chung Kuo, by David Wingrove: I'd also agree that the book is
fascinating, and it's apparently setting up a seven-volume Future History
that should be good to read.

A couple of things about the book bugged me, though - he dismisses all
African people in a few lines, and he has returned women to a pretty
subservient role. I'm not saying a writer has a duty to be "politically
correct" in his future-building - but some readers might find one or both
of these angles unpleasant.

On the whole, though, a provoking start to an epic.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 91 18:12:13 GMT
From: philion@batph71.Berkeley.EDU (Paul Philion)
Subject: Zelazny

Just some quick questions:

  What was the last amber novel, how long ago did it come out?

  When is the next one expected?

  Will this ever end?

Sorry, moved recently and haven't unpacked all the boxes, can't remember
what the last Amber book was (released ealry '90 ?) or most of what went
on.  But I know it wasn't over.  Has someone got a list of all the Amber
novels?

Paul Philion
philion@bnr.ca

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 91 01:29:20 GMT
From: ericf@netcom.com (Eric France)
Subject: Re: Zelazny

philion@batph71.Berkeley.EDU (Paul Philion) writes:
> Just some quick questions:
> 
>   What was the last amber novel, how long ago did it come out?

Knight Of Shadows,1989

>   When is the next one expected?

Difficult Question (time moves differently in different shadows...;)

>   Will this ever end?

Nothing ever ends.

> Sorry, moved recently and haven't unpacked all the boxes, can't remember
> what the last Amber book was (released ealry '90 ?) or most of what went
> on.  But I know it wasn't over.  Has someone got a list of all the Amber
> novels?

Nine Princes In Amber
The Guns Of Avalon
The Sign Of The Unicorn
The Hand Of Oberon
The Courts Of Chaos
Trumps Of Doom
Blood Of Amber
Sign Of Chaos
Knight Of Shadows

And, outside of the storyline,
Roger Zelazny's Visual Guide To Castle Amber

Eric France
Poughkeepsie, NY USA
ericf@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 91 18:31:46 GMT
From: felix!sybert@irvine.dg.com (Mark Sybert)
Subject: Locating a short story

A few years ago, I read a good short story about an accomplished pianist
and his experiences with teaching a robot to play piano.  Unfortunately, I
no longer have a copy of it so I'd like to know if anyone has a suggestion
of where to look.  The name of the story is "Maestro".  Sorry but I don't
remember the author.  Any help will be greatly appreciated.  Thanks.

Mark Sybert
hplabs!felix!sybert

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 91 04:34:22 GMT
From: bbs.draco@doomsday.spies.com (Draco the Neuromantic)
Subject: Neeeeext question!

  O.K., I'll bet no-one's heard of this book I'm looking for:
  Author unknown, title unknown but possibly something like _Countdown to
Downtime_.  The plot concerns a future society with a global computer,
committing Hitler-reminiscent crimes, especially to people who have more
than one offspring.  The hero of the story is an unplanned kid who's
captured and sent to a sort of concentration camp, where he undergoes (blah
blah blah) tortures, then goes on to save the world.
  Sounds pretty hokey, and it is, but I need the reference for a project...
And no, it isn't by OSCard.
  Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 91 13:25:00 GMT
From: MYERS@utklib.lib.utk.edu
Subject: Recommendations

I am new to the list and would appreciate recommendations regarding
fast-paced reading.  A half-dozen of my current favorites are listed below.
If you know of books of similar quality, please let me know.  If you
respond to me, I will summarize for the list.

Orson Scott Card (Ender's War Series)
Raymond Feist    (Magician series)
Katherine Kuntz  (Deryni series)
Anne McCaffrey   (Pern series)
Roger Zelanzy    (Amber series)
Sheri Tepper     (True Game series)

Marcia Myers
University of Tennessee
Myers@UTKVX

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	      Miscellaneous - SF Predicting History (14 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 16 Sep 91 11:49:51 GMT
From: bob@castle.ed.ac.uk (Bob Gray)
Subject: Re: U.S.S.R. in SF

kfree@pnet01.cts.com (Kenneth Freeman) writes:
>mentioned at all (_Friday_ by Heinlein). Has anyone come close to the mark
>of what is, well, this week's geopolitical reality?

You think anyone, even five years ago, would have had the nerve to publish
a book suggesting the events of the last few years? SF deals with some
pretty far-fetched ideas, but what has actually happened would have been
seen as just plain ludicrous.

Let me change the question round a bit. Has anyone come even remotely
within the same vague area as the events of the last few years.

And what happened to all the Horoscopes and fortune tellers?  How come
these events slipped through the cracks?

Bob

------------------------------

Date: 16 Sep 91 19:20:32 GMT
From: exukozi@exu.ericsson.se (Tom Koziatek)
Subject: Re: U.S.S.R. in SF

bob@castle.ed.ac.uk (Bob Gray) writes:
>kfree@pnet01.cts.com (Kenneth Freeman) writes:
>>mentioned at all (_Friday_ by Heinlein). Has anyone come close to the
>>mark of what is, well, this week's geopolitical reality?
>
>You think anyone, even five years ago, would have had the nerve to publish
>a book suggesting the events of the last few years? SF deals with some
>pretty far-fetched ideas, but what has actually happened would have been
>seen as just plain ludicrous.
>
>Let me change the question round a bit. Has anyone come even remotely
>within the same vague area as the events of the last few years.
>
>And what happened to all the Horoscopes and fortune tellers?  How come
>these events slipped through the cracks?  

There is a book entitled 'WWIII: August x, 1984' Written by a bunch of NATO
generals and Pentagon brass. More military than SF, it does record the
recent near disintegration of the USSR. Not in quite the same way, but the
ending tends to ring real bells in my head. If I can only get them to
stop...

Tom

------------------------------

Date: 16 Sep 91 23:58:40 GMT
From: Dandersen@qualcomm.com (Debbie Andersen)
Subject: Re: U.S.S.R. in SF

Bob Gray stated "SF deals with some pretty far-fetched ideas, but what has
actually happened would have been seen as just plain ludicrous." (text
deleted) "Let me change the question round a bit.  Has anyone come even
remotely within the same vague area as the events of the last few years."

Well....  Way back in 1974 I read a book called _Superstoe_ (spelling?)
Author unknown.
 
It had references to the demise of communist rule via intervention by the
masses.  It also had reference to the demise of U.S. politics due to
apathy.  Somehow it eventually turned into a benevolent world dictatorship
if I remember correctly. Anyone else read this obscure book and remember it
in better detail?

I quess this is about as vague as anyone can get. :-)

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 91 06:04:27 GMT
From: young@psych.psy.uq.oz.au (Steven Young)
Subject: Re: U.S.S.R. in SF

kfree@pnet01.cts.com (Kenneth Freeman) writes:
>In the library yesterday I passed by several techo-thrillers which are now
>amusing cultural artifacts, and I wondered about the various roles which
>the U.S.S.R. has been given in SF, from partner in a condominium (_The
>Mote in God's Eye_ by Niven and Pournelle, etc.) to not being mentioned at
>all (_Friday_ by Heinlein). Has anyone come close to the mark of what is,
>well, this week's geopolitical reality?

In _The_Number_of_the_Beast_, Heinlein includes a universe in which a
Tsarist Russia has colonized Mars.  In that universe, Mars has an
Earth-like atmosphere with forests and settlements.  It's not clear whether
there are other earth powers also on Mars, or were the British also there?
The technology of the colony is not very advanced, and the colony, I think,
is a penal settlement.

Because the book is very much about other Universes, and Heinlein's
recurring theme of Fiction_is_Reality, a load of other references are made
to the Edgar Rice-Burrough's stories of John Carter of Mars, etc.

Some of Heinlein's Future History short stories are have some interesting
political setups, but most of the stuff is based on what the United States
could become.

Steven Young
Dept of Psychology
University of Queensland

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 91 15:07:19 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: U.S.S.R. in SF

kfree@pnet01.cts.com (Kenneth Freeman) writes:
>In the library yesterday I passed by several techo-thrillers which are now
>amusing cultural artifacts, and I wondered about the various roles which
>the U.S.S.R. has been given in SF, from partner in a condominium (_The
>Mote in God's Eye_ by Niven and Pournelle, etc.) to not being mentioned at
>all (_Friday_ by Heinlein). Has anyone come close to the mark of what is,
>well, this week's geopolitical reality?

   No, because fiction has to appear plausible, which is a handicap history
doesn't have.

   Alexi Gilliland's Rosinante series has the abrupt disintegration of a
large political structure which is similar to the USSR in that it is
geographically large, has a corrupt regime intent to maintaining rule,
which also has a ideology they're enforcing (Using assassination if
necessary) and which contains several cultures which turn out to be
incapable of co-existing under the same govermnment. The political
structure is the North American Union, which is the successor state
replacing Canada, Mexico, and the United States of America.

   The Rosinante books refer to some conflict which went nuclear in the
early 21st Century (I can't recall the cities that got vaped) between East
Germany, Poland and Russia (Not the SU) over East Prussia, so if one
*wanted*, you could pretend the failure to mention the SU by name indicates
it has disintegrated by 2038.

>   Btw, I wouldn't count the Russian Federation out; the Chinese began
>their space and nuclear programs in the throes of the Cultural Revolution.

   Actually, what would more interesting is if they pulled a South Korea
and industrialised efficiently. They certainly have the resources to be a
wealthy nation.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 91 16:34:18 GMT
From: rgd4264@zeus.tamu.edu (DUDGEON, ROBERT GREGORY)
Subject: Re: U.S.S.R. in SF

bob@castle.ed.ac.uk (Bob Gray) writes...
>Let me change the question round a bit. Has anyone come even remotely
>within the same vague area as the events of the last few years.

   Well, I've never seen predictions in SF of what has happened recently,
but back in 1985 I took a required 'comparative governments' class as an
undergrad taught by a Dr. 'c-plus' Studlar.  During the month we spent on
USSR he stated with complete certainty that the Soviet Union would break
itself up within 10-15 years due to racial tensions.  Back then I knew he
was a respected professor in the field, but after the past year my respect
for him has gone up a couple notches.

R. Greg Dudgeon
dudgeon@fnal.bitnet
rgd4264@tamzeus.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 91 17:32:39 GMT
From: wcstom@alfred.ccs.carleton.ca (Tom Hamill)
Subject: Re: U.S.S.R. in SF

bob@castle.ed.ac.uk (Bob Gray) writes:
>Let me change the question round a bit. Has anyone come even remotely
>within the same vague area as the events of the last few years.

Although not strictly SF, Fredrick Forsythe(action thrillers/spy novels)
wrote a book published, I believe in 1988, called 'The Negotiator' that is
chillingly close to the scenario of the Persian Gulf War, and to some
degree, the recent aborted coup in Russia.  And if I remember correctly,
the events in the story occurred in the 1992/1993 time frame.

***Probable Spoilers follow***

The story centers around the efforts of two groups to take control of the
Middle East's oilfields.  The American effort is engineered by a Texas oil
millionaire to discredit the American president(not Reagan or Bush - a
ficticious name I've forgotten) by driving him insane by kidnapping his
son, thus destroying his credibility and ruining his efforts to sign a
peace treaty with Gorbachev which would severely limit military spending in
both countries.  The Texan oilman manipulates government and military
decision makers into plotting to take over Saudi Arabia by assassinating
the complete Saudi Royal family, except for the sole surviving heir to the
throne, which he would have under his control, opening the way for American
invasion of the country.

At the same time, the KGB and the Russian General in control of the
military are plotting against Gorbachev and the peace proposal which would
severely limit their Power, and in order to ensure continued oil supplies,
for military use, beyond the 8 year estimate of Russian stockpiles and
reserves, want to invade Iraq and present the Russian Premier with a fait
accompli.

I read the book after the Gulf War, and got the uncomfortable feeling that
I was reading military history rather than fiction.  It is written well
enough to be classed as a page-turner, and so close to real events that I
was continually comparing scenarios.

Tom Hamill
wcstom@ccs.carleton.ca

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 91 21:29:09 GMT
From: silber@m.cs.uiuc.edu (Ami A. Silberman)
Subject: Re: U.S.S.R. in SF

   In the "American Flagg!" comic books (mostly by Howard Chaykin) the USSR
has been replaced by plexes (giant city/shopping malls/economic units) just
like almost anywhere else.  There were a number of issues set around the
World Surfing Competition in Odessa.

Ami Silberman
silber@cs.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 91 19:46:45 GMT
From: hsv3!mvp@vicom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Subject: Re: U.S.S.R. in SF

bob@castle.ed.ac.uk (Bob Gray) writes:
>Let me change the question round a bit. Has anyone come even remotely
>within the same vague area as the events of the last few years.

Hmmm... the "play within the story" in Eric Frank Russel's Hugo-winning
story "The Darfstellar" was "The Anarch", a play (apparently historical in
the story) about the second Russian revolution.  His version was much more
violent, though, with Party bosses being impaled on spikes outside the
Kremlin.

Mike Van Pelt
mvp@hsv3.lsil.com
...ames!vsi1!hsv3!mvp

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 91 03:04:37 GMT
From: kasprj@vccsouth12.its.rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Subject: Re: U.S.S.R. in SF

young@psych.psy.uq.oz.au (Steven Young) writes:
>In _The_Number_of_the_Beast_, Heinlein includes a universe in which a
>Tsarist Russia has colonized Mars.  In that universe, Mars has an
>Earth-like atmosphere with forests and settlements.  It's not clear
>whether there are other earth powers also on Mars, or were the British
>also there?
 
 The British were indeed there. I seem to remember that the "Great Game"
which was played out between Britain and Russia in northern India and
Afghanistan was also being conducted on Mars in that reality. (One of RAH's
worst books, IMHO, but I won't go on about that.)

>Some of Heinlein's Future History short stories are have some interesting
>political setups, but most of the stuff is based on what the United States
>could become.
 
 One of his earlier novels (was it _Starship Troopers_?) mentions, in the
context of a history class, a conflict between the "Russo-Anglo- American
Alliance" and the "Chinese Hegemony" which took place in the late 20th or
early 21st century. While that may not be exactly what's happening today,
it seems more plausible now than it did when the book was first published,
or even five years ago.

Jim Kasprzak
RPI
Troy, NY, USA
kasprj@rpi.edu
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 91 04:25:58 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: Mike Van Pelt attribution error (was: Re: U.S.S.R. in SF)

mvp@hsv3.UUCP (Mike Van Pelt) writes:
> Hmmm... the "play within the story" in Eric Frank Russel's Hugo-winning
> story "The Darfstellar" was "The Anarch", a play (apparantly historical
> in the story) about the second Russian revolution.  His version was much
> more violent, though, with Party bosses being impaled on spikes outside
> the Kremlin.

Eric Frank Russell's only Hugo was for a short story, "ALLAMAGOOSA."
 
"THE DARFSTELLAR" was by multiple award-winner Walter M. Miller, Jr. 
 
Both of these gentlemen were very important in the field, and made major
contributions; but they peaked in different decades, and dealt with
considerably different subjects and plot types!
 
I think both stories are in the first Hugo Winners collection, edited by
Asimov.  Folks who haven't read them, enjoy.

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 91 18:42:46 GMT
From: craigb@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Subject: Re: U.S.S.R. in SF

bob@castle.ed.ac.uk (Bob Gray) writes:
>Let me change the question round a bit. Has anyone come even remotely
>within the same vague area as the events of the last few years.

Well, it's not quite the same, but Jack Womack's _Terraplane_ has
suggestions of an aggressively capitalistic U.S.S.R...in a few years, who
knows???

He's written several other books set in the same world, but I haven't been
able to find them.

Craig Becker
Object Technology Products
craigb@ot.austin.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 91 15:00:37 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: U.S.S.R. in SF

kasprj@vccsouth12.its.rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak) writes:
> One of [Heilein's] earlier novels (was it _Starship Troopers_?) mentions,
>in the context of a history class, a conflict between the "Russo-Anglo-
>American Alliance" and the "Chinese Hegemony" which took place in the late
>20th or early 21st century. While that may not be exactly what's happening
>today, it seems more plausible now than it did when the book was first
>published, or even five years ago.

   Eh? Has the Chinese army changed that much since their scuffle with
Vietnam? I thought they weren't particularly good at invading regions
outside China (Tibet is the obvious counter-example, but I think relative
size made up for any inadequacies the People's Army suffered from). Maybe
in that timeline, Siberia looked too inviting to pass up or maybe the
Chinese don't start the war.

   It'd be a pretty one-sided war. The USA and the UK are *much* better
industrialised, and Siberia to the Urals gives the Russians lots of room to
retreat in :). If it went nuclear, the USA and Russia have several thousand
nuclear weapons that could be used on China, while China currently has 2 or
3 ICBMs and a hundred or so IRBMs, plus whatever is on their new subs.  If
the subs get mashed, neither the UK or USA is at risk from China's arsenal,
and I think they might be willing to risk losing large sections of Russia.

   Hmmm. Unless 'Anglo' means the Commonwealth. There are Commonwealth
nations that could play host to incoming Chinese IRBMs, and if they had a
say, perhaps China's arsenal would be enough of a deterent to preclude
using nuclear weapons. Certainly if *Japan* is on the decision-making
process, they would be against the conflict going nuclear; even if they
aren't targeted, I think they're in China's fallout footprint.

   I could see war in Central Europe (between Central Europeans, plus
whatever idiots from outside the region wanted to replay the Crimean War or
WW I in the 1990s) a lot easier. I expect to see more North-South conflicts
between the industrialised nations and the resource nations.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 91 23:16:02 GMT
From: kfree@pnet01.cts.com (Kenneth Freeman)
Subject: Re: U.S.S.R. in SF

bob@castle.ed.ac.uk (Bob Gray) writes:
>You think anyone, even five years ago, would have had the nerve to publish
>a book suggesting the events of the last few years? SF deals with some
>pretty far-fetched ideas, but what has actually happened would have been
>seen as just plain ludicrous.
>
>Let me change the question round a bit. Has anyone come even remotely
>within the same vague area as the events of the last few years.
 
I don't think anyone _has_! I can't think of any stories whose historical
color includes the Soviet empire just falling apart, either. What intrigues
me is that there seems to have been no middle ground imagined between the
Soviet/Russian empire still being big and still being _there_, and it all
being quietly ignored.

UUCP: {hplabs!hp-sdd ucsd nosc}!crash!pnet01!kfree
ARPA: crash!pnet01!kfree@nosc.mil
INET: kfree@pnet01.cts.com

------------------------------
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Date: 18 Sep 91 17:12:31 GMT
From: howell@grover.llnl.gov (Louis Howell)
Subject: Re: U.S.S.R. in SF

kfree@pnet01.cts.com (Kenneth Freeman) writes:
>>Let me change the question round a bit. Has anyone come even remotely
>>within the same vague area as the events of the last few years.
>
> I don't think anyone _has_! I can't think of any stories whose historical
> color includes the Soviet empire just falling apart, either. What
> intrigues me is that there seems to have been no middle ground imagined
> between the Soviet/Russian empire still being big and still being
> _there_, and it all being quietly ignored.

I've hesitated to post this since my memory is a bit vague on the subject.
Perhaps three years ago I "discovered" James Hogan, and read all of his
books within about a year.  I have a distinct impression that in one of
them the Soviet empire was described as having simply fallen apart, split
into fragments in much the same way as may be happening now.  This was a
minor point in the background of the story, so it might be difficult to dig
up just which one it was.  The minor points of many of Hogan's books have
blended together in my mind since I read them all so close to each other.

A few can be ruled out, of course, like Endgame Enigma and The Proteus
Operation.  Does this description ring a bell with anyone, or am I going to
have to hunt through my collection to track it down myself?

For the other side of the coin, Mack Reynolds wrote a fun little book
called Tomorrow Might Be Different.  The premise is that communism
eventually outproduces capitalism, and the communist countries become rich
and decadent while the West sinks into stagnation.

Louis Howell
nazgul@llnl.gov

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 91 14:30:00 GMT
From: kevin@cs.hw.ac.uk (Kevin Waugh)
Subject: Re: U.S.S.R. in SF

Dandersen@qualcomm.com (Debbie Andersen) writes:
>Way back in 1974 I read a book called _Superstoe_ (spelling?)  Author
>unknown.
> 
>It had references to the demise of communist rule via intervention by the
>masses.  It also had reference to the demise of U.S. politics due to
>apathy.  Somehow it eventually turned into a benevolent world dictatorship
>if I remember correctly.

I've just finished re-reading Blish's Cities in Flight.  In which just the
opposite happens, the premise being that the West must exercise more and
more control over its Citizens in order to prevent the USSR from "winning".
The USSR just had to sit back and wait for the West to turn full circle,
and being better at control (having had longer to perfect the techniques)
they automatically became controllers of the resulting World State.  (Of
course the West really won, because of the Okie migration before the world
state came into being, but that's a much longer story :-) )

K.G. Waugh
Computer Science Dept.
Heriot Watt Univ. 
79 Grassmarket
Edinburgh, Scotland, UK
(44) 031-225-6465x549
...!uknet!cs.hw.ac.uk!kevin

------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 91 22:48:57 GMT
From: scott@starlite.convergent.com (Scott Lurndal)
Subject: Re: U.S.S.R. in SF

kfree@pnet01.cts.com (Kenneth Freeman) writes:
> I don't think anyone _has_! I can't think of any stories whose historical
> color includes the Soviet empire just falling apart, either. What
> intrigues me is that there seems to have been no middle ground imagined
> between the Soviet/Russian empire still being big and still being
> _there_, and it all being quietly ignored.

Seems to me this sounds like the Family D'alambert (sp?) series by Doc
Smith and [?] Goldin wherein several Russian words are common (Korosho -
good, Gospodin, Tovarich etc.) and the ruble seems to be the common
galactic currency.  It has been a long time, however, since I read that
stuff, and I could be remembering incorrectly.

------------------------------

Date: 21 Sep 91 04:10:14 GMT
From: aw1s+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew David Weiland)
Subject: Re: U.S.S.R. in SF

>In the library yesterday I passed by several techo-thrillers which are now
>amusing cultural artifacts, and I wondered about the various roles which
>the U.S.S.R. has been given in SF, from partner in a condominium (_The
>Mote in God's Eye_ by Niven and Pournelle, etc.) to not being mentioned at
>all (_Friday_ by Heinlein). Has anyone come close to the mark of what is,
>well, this week's geopolitical reality?

The fragmentation of nations, as has recently occurred in the USSR, is a
common theme in Cyberpunk.  The clearest example i can remember is "When
Gravity Fails" by George Alex Effinger; the novel begins when one group
discovers the location of an exiled prince of Byelorussia, now part of the
Byelorussia-Ukraine union.  The only difference is that most cyberpunk
assumes that all nations have similarly fragmented.

Andrew D. M. U. Weiland
aw1s@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 91 12:48:53 GMT
From: MLW@vax01.ams.com (Maxine L. Wolfson)
Subject: Con attendance reasoning

Why wouldn't someone attend a con?
1) cost.
2) available timeslots
3) RUMORS

My reasons fall into the 3rd category.  An ex was a regular con attendee,
who described cons as (in essence) large free sex gatherings.  Knowing what
large-group gatherings are like, i accepted that this was the tenor of the
clique he hung out with, and not the whole of fandom, but by the laws of
contagion, if that's what the people I like are interested in, probably I
wouldn't enjoy the gathering at large.

Another friend spent her time collecting autographs from various writers,
another activity I'm not into.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Sep 91 16:21:00 GMT
From: CALIFFMA@baylor.ccis.baylor.edu (Mary Califf)
Subject: Re: Conventions

I'll probably never set foot in a con because I just don't have the time.
I read science fiction, mysteries, and other novels because I like to read,
and I scrape time out my day to do it. (I work 30 hours a wk, go to grad
school, and find time to raise small children.)

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 91 16:35:00 GMT
From: HUMPHRIES@SOC.DECNet (HUMPHRIES)
Subject: WISCON announcment

THE VIRTUAL MOOSE: The Electronic Newszine of WISCON 16

North America's Only Feminist SF Convention	March, 1992	Madison, WI

GoH Howard Waldrop

(Austin/FWA) Howard Waldrop, Hugo and Nebula nominated writer and creator
of Jetboy, returned from communing with a Colorado trout stream to accept
nomination as a Guest of Honor at Wiscon 16. He joins artist Trina Robbins,
Wiscon's other Guest of Honor.
   Howard is a master of the short story, especially the alternate history
short story ("Black as the Pit from Pole to Pole," "The Ugly Chickens,"
"Thirty Minutes over Broadway.")
   His most recent book is a collection published by Ziesing/Ursus: _The
Night of the Cooters_.

James Tiptree Jr. Cookbook Published:

(Madison) Jeanne Gomoll and Diane Martin finished editing and layout of
_The Bakery Men Don't See_ a collection of bakery recipies donated by fans
and pros.  The books became a hot item at Chicon V. Proceeds from sales of
the book go to the James Tiptree Jr. Award, honoring the best SF or Fantasy
work dealing with gender roles. Contact SF^3, Box 1624, Madison, WI
53701-1624 for more information.

Correction:

In a previous Virtual Moose, the judge of the Masqurade was incorrectly
identified. Cindi Coloni will judge. Sorry Ms Coloni.

Use the Net to Talk to Wiscon:

Questions about Wiscon may be directed to: humphrie@macc.wisc.edu.  Mention
WISCON in the subject line.

THE VIRTUAL MOOSE is the electronic version of the MAD MOOSE GAZETTE and is
distributed via SF-LOVERS' DIGEST. The contents do not reflect opinions of
the moderator, Rutgers University or the Internet.

Bill Humphries
Department of Economics
UW-Madison

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 91 19:06:42 GMT
From: zellich@stl-07sima.army.mil (Rich Zellich)
Subject: Chicon roundup of future Worldcons/Bids

Well, Winnipeg won, and deserves it.  They are the only bidder left (out of
5, if I remember right, although I can't remember all of them any more),
and have been bidding for over 6 years.  They and the aborted Milwaukee bid
are the reason there wasn't a St. Louis in '94 bid; they both supported the
St. Louis in '88 bid, and we didn't want to run against two bids that we
should be supporting.  Winnipeg runs a nice regional con, has much
experience in dealing with one particular customs/immigration station at
the US/Canada border, and I think can be counted on to throw a really good
Worldcon.  I was a bit surprised to see them doubling the voting fee (as
allowed by the WSFS Constitution), rather than the usual practice of 100%
of voting fee, to convert a voting/supporting membership to full attending,
but that really only shows that they are serious about fiscal
responsibility.  The real test will be whether they will hike the later
rates to ridiculous heights, as did the Chicon committee, or whether the
highest rates will plateau at something reasonable due to the earlier
memberships being charged at more realistic rates.

I hadn't yet heard that the Baton Rouge/New Orleans bid had dropped out,
and was considering re-bidding for 2000, but good riddance.

Current Worldcons and bids that I know of, or hear that are planned, are:

   1992 - Worldcon in Orlando, FL
   1993 - Worldcon in San Francisco, CA
   1994 - Worldcon in Winnipeg, MAN, Canada
   1995 - Bids from Glasgow, Scotland, UK
             Atlanta, GA (with a lot of support from those in the South
                that will be attending in Orlando, but a lot of non-support
                from many of us who attended the '86 Atlanta Worldcon)
         (1995 will be voted on at Orlando, in '92)
   1996 - Bids from ????
         (1996 will be voted on at San Francisco, in '93)
   1997 - Bids from New Orleans (actually being run out of Baton Rouge; not
             the same people who did the last NolaCon.  This bid is
             reported to have been withdrawn already, though)
          San Antonio, TX (run by Willie Siros and F.A.C.T., the same
             people who brought you the '85 NASFiC in Austin, TX; a tough
             bid to beat)
          St. Louis, MO (the same people who brought you the '88 bid (me
             included); we've been promising a '97 bid ever since the '86
             Worldcon, and it's time to put up or shut up...watch for solid
             evidence of this one sometime during the next year; if we do
             bid, and the KC folks will go along with it, we may run a
             joint Missouri in 1997/2000 bid)
         (1997 will be voted on at Winnipeg, in '94)
   1998 - Baltimore (they ran a vote at their generic party at Chicon, and
             the vote came out 1998; they said they'd go with that, last I
             heard)
          Niagara Falls, NY (rumor)
          New York (rumor; Ben Yalow, however, said he wasn't aware of any
             NY bids, and wouldn't work on it, if there was one)
   1999 - Bids from ????
   2000 - Kansas City, MO (yeah, the 2 bid heads are the people who won a
             small Missouri lottery, but DON'T look for them to buy the
             bid"; what the bucks allow them to do is spend some TIME on
             the bid, _if_ they don't both go back to college full time.
             They have a large amount of support from just about EVERY
             Missouri, Kansas, and Oklahoma convention (about 10 cons,
             whose regular attendees and runners make up the I-70 (plus KS
             and OK) con/party corridor core)
          Chicago, Chicago, and Chicago (the Capricon committee, the
             more-or-less Chicon committee with Ross Pavlac, and the
             more-or-less Chicon committee _without_ Ross Pavlac!)
          New Orleans (Baton Rouge, really; nobody in the old Nolacon group
             seems to want whoever this is to win...we were told we'd have
             strong New Orleans support for St. Louis in '97 if we finally
             started up our bid)
   2001 - Philadelphia (the "Millenium Philcon"; they've been promising it
             for years, and said at Chicon they'd actually do it "if we can
             find some suckers to run it")

Cheers.

Rich

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 91 19:59:38 GMT
From: lmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com (Laurie Mann)
Subject: Re: Chicon roundup of future Worldcons/Bids

zellich@STL-07SIMA.ARMY.MIL (Rich Zellich) writes:
> Well, Winnipeg won, and deserves it.  They are the only bidder left (out
> of 5, if I remember right, although I can't remember all of them any
> more),

That's a highly debatable point! While I'm glad to finally see a Canadian
Worldcon in my fannish lifetime, I'm disappointed that they beat a clearly
more-qualified Louisville bid.  I do wish them well, though, and I'll
probably be willing to work on it. By the way, I don't remember anyone
other than Louisville (ne Nashville) and Winnipeg bidding.

> The real test will be whether they will hike the later rates to
> ridiculous heights, as did the Chicon committee, or whether the highest
> rates will plateau at something reasonable due to the earlier memberships
> being charged at more realistic rates.

I think the initial rate of $60 for the non-voters is already pretty
ridiculous.  Three years ago, when Chicago "just" charged $50, people
bitched a lot. I haven't heard too much bitching this time. It's amazing
how quickly things become tradition in fandom.

In fairness to Winnipeg, they will have convention center fees to pay,
something Chicon did not have.  And I think they also have exchange rate
problems to consider.

>    1996 - Bids from ????
>          (1996 will be voted on at San Francisco, in '93)

LA.  Rember the rat movie stickers?!!  They've run a nice bid so far, and I
hope they win this time.

>    1997 - Bids from New Orleans (actually being run out of Baton Rouge; 
>              not the same people who did the last NolaCon.  This bid is
>              reported to have been withdrawn already, though)

Then maybe there were two NO bids, because I understood that many of the
Nolacon folks were quietly behind the 1997 bid last winter.

>    1999 - Bids from ????

Hong Kong   :->

>           Chicago, Chicago, and Chicago (the Capricon committee, the 
>              more-or-less Chicon committee with Ross Pavlac, and the 
>              more-or-less Chicon committee _without_ Ross Pavlac!)

Ross wasn't the only reason this last Chicon was so bad.  There's plenty of
blame to go around.  I'd vote for NO before Chicago again....

Laurie_MannVOS@vos.stratus.com
lmann@jjmhome.uucp

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 91 23:53:30 GMT
From: ddrum@cbnewsf.cb.att.com (douglas.e.drummond)
Subject: Re: Chicon roundup of future Worldcons/Bids

zellich@STL-07SIMA.ARMY.MIL (Rich Zellich) writes:
>Well, Winnipeg won, and deserves it.  They are the only bidder left (out

[stuff deleted]

>          Chicago, Chicago, and Chicago (the Capricon committee, the 
>             more-or-less Chicon committee with Ross Pavlac, and the 
>             more-or-less Chicon committee _without_ Ross Pavlac!)

And perhaps the suburbs - not the Capricon committe but...  {watch this
space} There is *other* Chicago suburban fandom that is not real fond of
some things done by Mudlarks (Capricon)

Doug

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 91 05:44:54 GMT
From: woodsb@helios.ecn.purdue.edu (Brent L. Woods)
Subject: Re: Chicon roundup of future Worldcons/Bids

zellich@stl-07sima.army.mil (Rich Zellich) writes:
>Well, Winnipeg won, and deserves it.

   *Deserves* it?  Personally, I'd dispute that, but that's not important
(I also have subjective reasons for being extremely annoyed that Winnipeg
won - I won't be going, since I refuse to leave the US again).

>They are the only bidder left

   Only bidder left?  Hey, what about Louisville?  They were still in there
until the very bitter end.  Heck, I *voted* for them in site selection
(I've been going to RiverCon for the past nine years, and I *like*
Louisville).  I find it rather odd that I've seen lots of people seemingly
thrilled about Winnipeg winning (with one or two exceptions), and no one
seems to be saying any "too bads" about Louisville losing.

   Well, I say, "Too bad Louisville lost."  I was in Chicon's Program Ops
office when we got the word that Louisville lost (I prefer to think of it
that way, rather than "Winnipeg won"), and I was so irked that I used an
impolite word in the hearing of the person who brought the news
(apparently, one of the Winnipeg bid people).

   I guess I just want to say that there's *one* person who's pretty darn
disgruntled about it.

Brent Woods
4419 Myrtle Grove Dr.
Indianapolis, IN  46236
+1 (317) 895-8690 
woodsb@gn.ecn.purdue.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	       Films - Lord of the Rings & Aliens (3 msgs) &
                       Highlander II (3 msgs) & Solaris (6 msgs) &
                       The Forever War & Batman II (3 msgs) &
                       Books about SF Movies

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 91 15:01:26 GMT
From: DAVE@gergo.tamu.edu (Dave Martin)
Subject: Re: Lord of the Rings

I thought I had read (perhaps here even) that George Lucas had acquired, or
was working on acquiring, the rights to a live-action version of LoTR and
The Hobbit. One of the things which I have envisioned (modified over the
years) is a project on the relative scale of Roger Rabbit, combining talent
from all over the film industry to create a major, high-quality rendering
of the Tolkien books. Stephen Spielberg and Tim Burton could co-direct
(S.S. for the happy/feel-y scenes - the Hobbits, and T.B. for the dark evil
tones of Mordor and Moria), Lucas could produce and oversee computerized
effects (Smaug, for instance, especially the flames, could be beautifully
and terrifyingly done with computer animation), and Jim Henson's Muppets
could be used for some of the characters (hobbits, orcs, etc.) so we don't
get the standard, familiar Hollywood Midgets that you see in any movie with
shorter characters.  Anyone have any word on whether Lucas did, indeed, get
the rights?  

Dave Martin

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 91 15:12:36 GMT
From: rcb33483@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (ArchTeryx)
Subject: Re: Aliens information

pz@jacobs.CS.ORST.EDU (PZ) writes:
>I have been searching for a *good* photo of the weapons carried by Vasquez
>and Drake in the first attack in Aliens.  I have never seen it as (and
>assume it isn't) an actual weapon.  I have been to quite a few science
>fiction book stores, and have found nothing of value.  Any suggestions?
>Is there a 'The Making of Aliens' book out there?  I've also heard that
>the pivots that the weapons were mounted on are like the ones used to hold
>cameras for filming movies.  Is this true?  Thanks in advance for any
>help!

Well, from what I remember, the weapons were called 'smartguns.'  They are
basically gymbal-mounted weapons with a backpack ammo clip/power cell.  The
power cell was used both to run the firing mechanism and run the gyroscope.
In principle, the use of a gyro-mounted gun allowed one the power of a
minigun (a la Preditor) without the tear-your-arms off recoil.
Nonetheless, it seemed to take a certain amount of training and skill to
handle one, possibly because such a gun would be rather heavy (though the
gymbal/gyro arrangement would make it alot easier to handle then, say a
equal-sized pulse rifle).  I've seen some numbers on the smartguns, too, I
believe from the book, that the weapon was capable of 30-40 rounds a
*second*.

But all that power doesn't do s*it worth of good if you're stuck in a place
where you can't fire it (until it's too late).  Smart aliens, these. :>

R. Cody Buchmann                             ^.^  
rcb33483@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 91 17:44:34 GMT
From: stedee@auto-trol.com (Steve Deemer)
Subject: Re: Aliens information

pz@jacobs.CS.ORST.EDU (PZ) writes:
>I have been searching for a *good* photo of the weapons carried by Vasquez
>and Drake in the first attack in Aliens.  I have never seen it as (and
>assume it isn't) an actual weapon.  I have been to quite a few science
>fiction book stores, and have found nothing of value.  Any suggestions?
>Is there a 'The Making of Aliens' book out there?  I've also heard that
>the pivots that the weapons were mounted on are like the ones used to hold
>cameras for filming movies.  Is this true?  Thanks in advance for any
>help!

The weapon are modified German MG-3's mounted on steadycam rigs.  The
pistol grips and shoulder stocks have been removed and a trigger mechanism
added to the rear of the receiver, where the shoulder stock was attached.
The pulse rifles carried by the other marines were M2 Thompson
submachineguns combined with a pump shotgun (the grenade launcher).  All
weapons had wedge-shaped blank adaptors fixed to the muzzles and fired
wooden blanks for maximum flash effect.

Try locating a copy of the "Aliens" issue of _Cinefex_ magazine.  It had
some photos of the weapons, plus the information listed above and lots
more.

Steven Deemer
Auto-trol Technology Corporation
12500 North Washington Street
Denver, CO 80241-2404
(303) 252-2438
stedee@auto-trol.COM

------------------------------

Date: 28 Sep 91 15:29:17 GMT
From: unido!ztivax!ap542!mike@mcsun.eu.net (Mike Hoffmann)
Subject: Got some questions for an "ALIEN" expert

Would you believe that I have just now seen the Alien movies (IMHO the
second one was better).

But they did leave some questions I would like to ask, so maybe someone who
is in the know could answer them for me. Per e-mail, I expect this subject
has been covered a long time ago, so I wont clog the net with postings.

Oh, and please do answer one question: is there really going to be a third
part? Oh no! The ending of the second part was perfectly well rounded off.
(30MT nuclear bombs have that effect :-) Is Ripley going to find out that
"Newt" (sp?) is a half-alien and wants to bring her back to her real Mommy
or Daddy? 1/2 :-)

Anyone know a bit of what it will be all about?

Cheers

Mike Hoffmann
Siemens-Nixdorf AG, SNI AP 712  
UUCP: mike@ap542.uucp
INTERNET: mike%ap542@ztivax.siemens.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 91 19:30:00 GMT
From: WAYERS@clemson.clemson.edu
Subject: Highlander II

>    Rumor has it this film was released in Europe to, er, ahem, a lukewarm
> response.  Anyone care to confirm/deny this story?  Anyone know if/when
> it'll be released in the US?

I work for the Clemson University Films and Video Committee and we had
heard last year that Highlander II was only going to get a European
release.  Then in August, we started hearing rumors about a possible US
release date.  The last we heard from the film representative with the
company we deal with has said it might be around Feb 92.  I know he should
have the exact date by now, so I'll call him up (thank goodness for 800
#'s) and find out what the exact date will be.

Jeff Ayers
wayers@clemson.clemson.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 91 00:32:40 GMT
From: gjw1@quads.uchicago.edu (Gregory J. Watson)
Subject: Re: Highlander II

WAYERS@CLEMSON.CLEMSON.EDU writes:
>>    Rumor has it this film was released in Europe to, er, ahem, a
>> lukewarm response.  Anyone care to confirm/deny this story?  Anyone know
>> if/when it'll be released in the US?
>
>I work for the Clemson University Films and Video Committee and we had
>heard last year that Highlander II was only going to get a European
>release.  Then in August, we started hearing rumors about a possible US
>release date.  The last we heard from the film representative with the
>company we deal with has said it might be around Feb 92.  I know he should
>have the exact date by now, so I'll call him up (thank goodness for 800
>#'s) and find out what the exact date will be.

   It was released in Europe in about April, in at least English and German
versions.  It pretty much sank without too much of a trace.  This was
probably because it was pretty bad.  Not even worth seeing in my opinion,
It does not connect well to the first movie, and even inside of itself had
major plot problems.

Gregory Watson
gjw1@midway.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 91 02:00:10 GMT
From: fscem1@acad3.alaska.edu
Subject: Re: Highlander II

I just read in the movie news that Highlander II was to be released in the
US on either October 4th or 11th, depending on where you are.

Cheers.

Catie

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 91 15:34:56 GMT
From: HEROY%LSUVM@ricevm1.rice.edu (Paul Heroy)
Subject: Solaris

I just saw a video version in Alphalfa of the Russian movie based on
Stanislaw Lem's novel Solaris. The date on the movie is 1971. It looked
like an all Russian production. I'm not familiar with Lem, much less
Solaris specifically, and I'm curious to know people's opinions of this
movie, if anyone's seen it (it was checked out so I haven't). I guess I'm
particularly curious whether, given the time and place it was made and the
artistic repression that was the norm then, whether it was done well. The
little I have heard of Lem is from discussion in SFLOVERS, from which I
think there are themes in his work that would not have met the Kremlin's
approval in 1971. I'm intensely curious about it, since I'm so underwhelmed
by most SF (& F) made in this country.

Paul Heroy
HEROY@LSUVM
heroy@lsuvm.sncc.lsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 91 16:48:31 GMT
From: valtaoja@kontu.cc.utu.fi
Subject: Re: Solaris

HEROY%LSUVM@RICEVM1.RICE.EDU (Paul Heroy) writes:
> I just saw a video version in Alphalfa of the Russian movie based on
> Stanislaw Lem's novel Solaris. The date on the movie is 1971. It looked
> like an all Russian production. I'm not familiar with Lem, much less
> Solaris specifically, and I'm curious to know people's opinions of this
> movie, if anyone's seen it (it was checked out so I haven't). I guess I'm
> particularly curious whether, given the time and place it was made and
> the artistic repression that was the norm then, whether it was done well.
> The little I have heard of Lem is from discussion in SFLOVERS, from which
> I think there are themes in his work that would not have met the
> Kremlin's approval in 1971. I'm intensely curious about it, since I'm so
> underwhelmed by most SF (& F) made in this country.

Solaris was made by Andrei Tarkovsky, generally regarded as one of the best
directors of the present era (he died recently). Books describing his work,
troubles with the Soviet establishment (he emigrated to the West) should be
available in bookstores specializing in movie art.

Congratulations to anyone who is underwhelmed by most SF made in US... for
a truly intelligent treatment of SF in a movie, try to find Tarkovsky's
later "Stalker", based on "A roadside picnic" by the Strugatski brothers.
Some of TArkovsky's other films also have sf/fantasy undertones.

Valtaoja

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 91 22:03:36 GMT
From: holt@b11.ingr.com (Jeff Holt)
Subject: Re: Solaris

HEROY%LSUVM@RICEVM1.RICE.EDU (Paul Heroy) writes:
>I just saw a video version in Alphalfa of the Russian movie based on
>Stanislaw Lem's novel Solaris. The date on the movie is 1971. It looked
>approval in 1971. I'm intensely curious about it, since I'm so
>underwhelmed by most SF (& F) made in this country.

I saw it with friends at a theatre which used to have frequent foreign film
festivals (PIFT in Fremantle (Aust)). This must have been soon after it
came out. I thought it was fantastic - so did some of my friends. In fact I
saw it several times over the next few years - whenever it came back.  I
still think it is one of the best films (if not THE best film) I have ever
seen!

I just (for the first time) read Solaris a few months ago, and would love
to see the movie again. I'll have to start looking out for it. What is
"Alpalpha" - some video movie shop?

My advice is get it - you won't be disappointed.

Jeff Holt
Intergraph Corp
Huntsville AL
holt@holt.b11.ingr.com
uunet!ingr!b11!holt!holt

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 91 15:33:18 GMT
From: dc@dcs.qmw.ac.uk (Daniel Cohen)
Subject: Re: Solaris

HEROY%LSUVM@RICEVM1.RICE.EDU (Paul Heroy) writes:
>I just saw a video version in Alphalfa of the Russian movie based on
>Stanislaw Lem's novel Solaris. The date on the movie is 1971. It looked
>like an all Russian production. I'm not familiar with Lem, much less
>Solaris specifically, and I'm curious to know people's opinions of this
>movie, if anyone's seen it (it was checked out so I haven't). I guess I'm
>particularly curious whether, given the time and place it was made and the
>artistic repression that was the norm then, whether it was done well. The
>little I have heard of Lem is from discussion in SFLOVERS, from which I
>think there are themes in his work that would not have met the Kremlin's
>approval in 1971. I'm intensely curious about it, since I'm so
>underwhelmed by most SF (& F) made in this country.

I saw this film several years ago and found it the slowest film I have ever
seen; "dull" just doesn't capture it!!! However, it wasn't without
interest, so give it a whirl some evening when you're in a contemplative
mood; it's been described as the Russian "2001" but it's rather more
philosophical with very little action. It was recently shown on British TV
but I couldn't face the thought of sitting through the opening scene again
( about ten minutes of a man standing by a lake :-)

Daniel Cohen              
Department of Computer Science 
Queen Mary and Westfield College
Mile End Road
London E1 4NS, UK
+44 71 975 5245/4/9
dc@dcs.qmw.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 28 Sep 91 07:16:06 GMT
From: kfree@pnet01.cts.com (Kenneth Freeman)
Subject: Re: Solaris

Beautiful, beautiful film. Tartovsky directed, if memory serves...  In some
ways, the most intensely _psychological_ film I've ever seen, and most
lyrical. How would you benefit if your mistakes kept coming back to life?
Your dead wife undergoes resurrection. How often?  As many times as it
takes.
 
   I don't know anything about the politics of the making of _Solaris_, but
I think the city montage is Czech, not Russian. And one of my all-time
favorite movie lines comes from _Solaris_: "That's not a door. That's a
semblance of a door."

UUCP: {hplabs!hp-sdd ucsd nosc}!crash!pnet01!kfree
ARPA: crash!pnet01!kfree@nosc.mil
INET: kfree@pnet01.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 91 13:25:31 GMT
From: tgg@otter.hpl.hp.com (Tom Gardner)
Subject: Re: Solaris

And just think: very few people have seen the full length version of
Solaris.  The version seen nowadays on TV and at the cinemas has a longish
(30mins?)  section chopped out of the middle. Shame because that section
was hauntingly beautiful.

Oh yes! Any guesses at to the name of the wistful organ music would be
gratefully received.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 91 15:27:37 GMT
From: sam@dac.mdcbbs.com
Subject: "The Forever War"

Don't know if this has been posted before so bear with me.

An aquaintance of mine informs me that the Joe Haldeman book "The Forever
War" is being made into a movie.  This person works for an industrial and
FX model shop and they are currently working models for this film.

The film is directed by Ridley Scott, studio/producer unknown.

Can anybody add to this?

Robert Arance
Douglas Aircraft
Long Beach, California

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 91 22:42:00 GMT
From: rtravsky@isis.cs.du.edu (Rich Travsky)
Subject: Pee Wee Herman To Be In Batman II

Our newspaper announced earlier this week that Pee Wee Herman will have a
short role in the upcoming Batman sequel. Hmmm. I'm sure one could make a
joke here but I'm speechless.

As I think on it, Pee Wee might make an interesting Riddler...

Rich Travsky
rtravsky@corral.uwyo.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 91 23:32:16 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Pee Wee Herman To Be In Batman II

rtravsky@corral.uwyo.edu (Rich Travsky) sez:
>Our newspaper announced earlier this week that Pee Wee Herman will have a
>short role in the upcoming Batman sequel. Hmmm. I'm sure one could make a
>joke here but I'm speechless.

Not Pee-Wee, but Paul Reubens.  The role (just a cameo) will supposedly be
very un-Pee-Weelike.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 91 00:29:06 GMT
From: t01@clark.edu (Heather Sanford)
Subject: Re: Pee Wee Herman To Be In Batman II

Pee Wee, the man so wronged for his actions (or alleged actions) in
Florida, will play the role of the Penguin's father in the upcoming Batman
II.  Actually, the role will be played by Paul Reubens, PeeWee's other
self.

Heather   

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 91 10:35:08 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (The Film Fan Man)
Subject: Re: Sci-Fi Movies

WITHALL%CTSTATEU@UCONNVM.UCONN.EDU (Lisa Withall) writes:
>I was wondering if anyone has compiled an extensive list of Science
>Fiction (and sure why not Fantasy as well) movies?

Not on the net, certainly. However, there have been published books that
have done so, including but not limited to:

Phil Hardy (ed.), THE AURUM FILM ENCYCLOPEDIA [Volume 2]: SCIENCE FICTION

Phil Hardy (ed.), THE AURUM FILM ENCYCLOPEDIA [Volume 3]: HORROR  [a.k.a.
                  THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF HORROR FILMS

Walt Lee, THE REFERENCE GUIDE TO FANTASTIC FILMS (3 volumes)

(compiler forgotten at the moment) HORROR AND SCIENCE FICTION FILMS (3
volumes)

>I would like to figure out which ones I haven't seen and try to watch them
>all.

I think you *grossly* underestimate the number of them that are out there.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		  Magazines - Pulphouse (4 msgs) & Analog

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 91 04:05:41 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach -- Only here for the beer)
Subject: Re: Pulphouse and other mags (Re: Amazing Stories)

djdaneh@PacBell.COM (Dan'l DanehyOakes) writes:
>Oh, _bushwah_, and I'm surprised at you for being taken in like that,
>Chuq.  The distributors can't handle weekly magazines?  This will come as
>a great shock to TIME, NEWSWEEK, TV GUIDE, and the WEEKLY WORLD NEWS.  And
>hundreds of others.

I can only tell you what Dean Smith (publisher/editor of Pulphouse) told
me, Dan'l. Feel free to tell him he's full of it if you want.

Maybe a better word is 'unwilling'. If you're going to ship a few million
copies, weeekly, the IDs will be happier to talk to you than if you're
going to ship a few thousand.

Bushwah yourself. I'm only passing on what I was told by the person who
negotiated with the distributors. So what does he know.

>No, the PULPHOUSE crew have finally hit a wall, finally reached the point
>where everyone saying "But you _can't_ _do_ _that_" was as close to right
>as they were.
>
>Which is a shame, and I sincerely hope the biweekly takes off like a bat
>out of a Bram Stoker novel, but I'm irritated that they have to offer such
>patently lame excuses instead of _admitting_ they were wrong for once.
>They've been right so much of the time, it's kind of nice to see that Kris
>and Dean are human...

I hate to break it to you, Dan'l, but they're seriously considering
starting up a *second* bi-weekly magazine, since they have the time and
ability to do this thing weekly. Two bi-weekly magazines is acceptable to
the IDs where a single weekly ain't.

You really shouldn't be so sure of yourself when you haven't been talking
to the principle actors, you know.

>F&SF is changing under Kris Rusch, too early to rate.

Kris, by the way, is still clearing out material bought by Ferman. You
won't see anything bought by her until after the first of the year. Or so
I'm told. Maybe Dan'l can guess the real date for us.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 91 16:10:46 GMT
From: jxxl@taurus.cs.nps.navy.mil (John Locke)
Subject: Re: Pulphouse and other mags (Re: Amazing Stories)

djdaneh@PacBell.COM (Dan'l DanehyOakes) writes:
> WEIRD TALES is...  Well, it's WEIRD TALES.  Either you like it or you
> don't.  I do.  Each issue is a balancing act - trying to retain the
> spirit of the old pulps without reverting to their utter lack of taste,
> quality, and innovation.

The original Weird Tales was one of the highest quality pulps, which is why
the name continues to be used. There was no shortage of quality writing
from H.P. Lovecraft, Clark Ashton Smith, Robert E. Howard, and a host of
others. The original run lasted from 1923-1954 which should tell you it was
a success with the readers. The publisher Arkham House has endured since
the forties reprinting the stories of the Weird Tales writers and others
who have emulated them. Movies continue to be made from storis that were
published in the original magazine. So what's this crap about "lack of
taste, quality, and innovation"?

John

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 91 01:29:07 GMT
From: stantbat@iastate.edu (John S Sinnott)
Subject: Re: _Pulphouse_?

slh5087@zeus.tamu.edu writes:
>Hey, I've heard a lot of talk the last few days about a biweekly(?)
>magazine called _Pulphouse_, but I haven't seen it anywhere around here
>and didn't even know it existed.  From what I'm hearing on the net, a few
>of you seem to think it's pretty good.  I'm a subscriber to IASFM and
>ANALOG, and now you've got me interested in PULPHOUSE.  Can someone send
>me their comments, opinions, etc. along with an address, subscription
>rate, and whatever else you think I should see.

Well Steve, although you're an aggie, I'll help you out.  (My wife and I
both graduated from UT Austin)

Anyway Pulphouse started out as a quarterly hardback magazine.  Each issue
was excellent and I think they are definitely worth picking up if you can
find them.  (The publisher still has some issue in stock but the earlier
ones are OP) Each issue was published in two forms, both limited.  The
leather edition was limited to 50 copies signed by all contributors ($60),
and the regular edition was numbered and limited to 1000 copies ($20).
Most issues ran around 300 pages, and featured to name authors, as well as
some shining unknowns.  There is also a book "The Best of Pulphouse" (or
something close to that) that another publisher published and is avalible
in major bookstores.

The hardback lasted twelve issues (the last one hasn't been released yet.)
It was followed by Pulphouse Weekly, but none of the issues were weekly.
(They stated at the begining that there would be a lag between the first
few issues so they could build up readership.)  Anyway, they've gone
biweekly now it seems.  The biweekly is roughtly 8 1/2 x 11 in size with a
photo cover.  There is a regular column by Charles de Lint, which I've
found to be quite enjoyable, and several short stories.  They have book and
movie reviews (the book reviews are too short in my opinion) and serialized
novels.

The current serials are Starseed by Spider and Jeanne Robinson (it's not
too bad, but not Hugo material either), Jasmine Nights by S. P. Somtow (I
really like this one) and The Scheherazade Machine by Robert Sheckley (it's
pretty strange, but I like it.)

A biweekly magazine is enough to keep most small time publishers busy, but
Pulphouse also puts out Short Story Paperbacks (what the title says, a
shorty story in each issue, 10 released every two months. They put out
books under the name Axolotl press (4 a year) and they put out a collection
of short stories by a single author (the author choses the selections)
every month that bear the apt name Author's Choice Monthly (they're now on
#24 or so.  And they've had big name people too, Damon Knight, Jack
Williamson, George Alec Effinger, Joe Lansdale, and Charles de Lint to name
a few.)

Quite an impressive list if you ask me.  So, where do you get all this?
Why from:

   Pulphouse Publishing
   Box 1227
   Eugene, OR 97440

Ask for a catalog, they have one.  

Hope this helps;

John Sinnott

P.S. The biweekly mag is on it's fourth or fifth issue (I can't recall) but
they have all of the back issues in stock I believe.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 91 16:45:58 GMT
From: rcharbon@athena.mit.edu (Ray Charbonneau)
Subject: distrubution of _Pulphouse_

The last issue of Pulphouse I received (in August) was #4.  Has anyone
received any later issues yet.

I do like the magazine, but its distribution so far has left much to be
desired.

Ray Charbonneau
rcharbon@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 91 13:51:02 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: ANALOG vs IASFM  (long, 180+ lines)

ecl@cbnewsj.cb.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper) writes:
> Mark and I had been subscribing to ANALOG for 20 years, and just let our
> subscription lapse.  I find the stories too uniformly technophilic and
> self-congratulatory, and the blurbs only make them worse.  IASFM has a
> good mix--I don't like everything, but the overall quality if much
> higher.  I still prefer F&SF and WEIRD TALES to either, though.

"Self-congratulatory?"  As opposed to Doctor Ike's onanistic paens of self-
praise, justified by an incredibly edited (although purportedly borderline
eidetic) memory?  Despite the complete unsaleability of Asimov's early
work, Campbell encouraged him, helped him, *tutored* him, and finally got
him to the point of being able to tell a story on paper.  Campbell
recognized drive and dedication when he encountered it, and encouraged it.
Consider: Campbell assigned the plot and story of "NIGHTFALL" as a training
exercise, and when Asimov came up with something deserving of publication,
bought the sucker on the spot.  Campbell wrote the "Three Laws of Robotics"
on a piece of paper and handed them to Asimov, magnanimously insisting that
they were manifestly inherent in a story Asimov had written.  (They were
not, but Campbell could see the necessary outlines, and also the stories
that could be squeezed out of the fact that the Laws were clumsily parsed
in English.)  Asimov acknowledged this aid in print on several occasions,
up to the late sixties.  Since then, he's decided that *he* wrote the Laws,
and thought them up...

  I hardly see how "technophilic" makes an SF story a Bad Thing.  Our
entire electronic subculture here can hardly be regarded as "technophobic,"
or have you forgotten what it was like when we had to argue about SF via
U.S. mail, on cheap paper printed in a Gestetner?
 
   The actual editing of IASFM isn't bad; but the magazine itself leaves a
bad taste in my mouth, much as an animated French "SF" movie did a couple
of years back; it was billed as "ISAAC ASIMOV'S <xxxxxx>" despite the fact
that he apparently didn't even have much to do with translating the script
for the English dub, much less writing or presenting it.  There's good and
bad work in the mag, and much worth reading.  But it'll all show up in
collections later, if it's any good, so why wade through the trash, and the
Ziff-Davis ads at the end?
 
   ANALOG, despite its quality dip under Bova, has emerged as the last
bastion of anything even resembling SF.  Stanley Schmidt has cleaned up the
magazine and returned to *real* Science Fiction; his occasional forays into
fantasy and black magic are invariably justified by virtue of excellence;
he'll print stories without rivets or schematics, but they have to be
Really Good ones.  (Sure, there have been a few real dogs in the last few
years; but overall, the consistency and quality of the magazine is a joy.
All it really needs is a good proofreader.)

and then someone named DCW107@psuvm.psu.edu answered:
> I've both Asimov's and Analog and though I've enjoyed them both, the two
> have different flavors.  First, depsite it's title, Asimov's Science
> fiction carries both Sf and fantasy.  Analog carries only sf and only
> hard sf at that.  Now I think the main reason that Analog is getting past
> over is three fold One is the limitation to hard sf, which seems to be
> out of favor with the award givers.  Second, I submitted a story to
> Analog and the rejection slip that they sent me said the only want
> stories with positive endings.  Now, I love a happy ending as much as
> anyone, but tragedies have their place too.  Again, the award givers that
> be probably reflect today's society's more cynical attitude towards
> stories that end in "there's no place like home".  Finally, there is a
> perception out there that Analog publishes formula stories.  Now, I don't
> agree with this (Harry Turtledove's "Lion Time in Timbuctoo" is an
> enjoyable story and I found its plot to be more than a formula), but the
> perception is there and I think it hurts Analog.

Hah?  Please explain how "positive endings" equates to "happy endings."
You missed the point entirely.  Did you *want* the visitors of Eifelheim to
live Happily Ever After, possibly inventing immortality for themselves and
the Earthlings, so no one would ever have to die?  Or was the story,
dealing with the slow death of the visitors, and the eventual death of the
village and tabooing of its locale, and the re-discovery of the nobility
and courage of those medieval scholars and ET visitors a better story,
because it asserted that even in the face of superstition, fear, and
tragedy, honorable beings of good intent can achieve a mutually beneficial
relationship?

"EIFELHEIM" was an inarguable tragedy, a telescopic look at a bunch of
people dying; but it was a *POSITIVE* yarn, a story that dealt with the
idea that one way or the other, people, of whatever species, can find a
solution!

   THAT kind of thing is what "positive" means.  "Happy endings?"  Feh.
Who needs 'em...  What Schmidt is looking for is stories that say "we may
get whipped occasionally, but we aren't going to stop trying!"  (For
another example, look at Flynn's "REMEMBER'D KISSES" in the Dec. '88 issue;
hardly a "happy" ending, but certainly a powerful one.) - a statement of
human needs, and conscious choice to live out a minor tragedy; a portrayal
of a noble character.

and then Dan'l DanehyOakes kicked in:
> ANALOG is still constipated under that damnfool Schmidt.  (Note: I do
> _not_ "hate ANALOG."  I hate _Schmidt's_ ANALOG.  There have been two
> editors since Campbell died, and both of them have "tried to carry on the
> Campbell tradition."  The difference was that Ben Bova understood that
> the Campbell tradition was a tradition of _innovation_.  Stanley Schmidt
> has embalmed the magazine.)

PLEASE.  Under Bova, the magazine got innovated right into the effing
sewer!  He did some real good stuff, and tried hard, but his technical
education simply wasn't up to handling real SF.  The stories were full of
conceptual howlers and poor downtrodden failed men who'd usually just had
nasty divorces.  Bova printed an issue with stories and articles by nothing
but women, and then splashed a banner across the cover saying "SPECIAL
WOMEN'S ISSUE."  A *real* ANALOG editor would simply have printed the issue
and then watched to see how many people even *noticed* it... and commented
in a subsequent editorial.  Schmidt may not be the best writer who ever
lived, but he's running a sharp magazine.

Bova stepped into an impossible situation, and carried the magazine through
a rough transition, maintaining grace under fire.  But he was neither the
writer nor the editor the magazine needed, long-term.

> ASIMOV'S is the clear "best of show."  There's typically nothing
> unreadable in an issue of IAsfM - which is the _only_ major market I can
> say that of.  Highly recommended.

Guffaw.   If it suits you, it's YOUR money and YOUR lifespan.  Your 
writing is cogent, your capacities obviously above the norm.  If you
find the entire magazine of value, more power to you.  (I can recall
 issues of IASFM where the only thing I enjoyed was J.K. Potter artwork.)

> MARION ZIMMER BRADLEY'S FANTASY MAGAZINE is, uh, well.  Uh.  I read an
> entire issue.  Once.  It's amazing what people can do with a Macintosh, a
> budget, and absolutely no taste.  No; I'm sorry.  It's not that MZB has
> no taste; it's that her taste in fantasy and mine are _radically_
> different.  I can't judge MZBFM fairly.

I'm an MZB fan from wayyyy back, but despite this, I certainly can't 
find fault with your attitude on this one.  Particularly anent 
Mac'N'Whacks.  (DOWN, Chuq.)

> OMNI.  Puh-lease, I just ate breakfast.  No, seriously, OMNI's fiction is
> as-good-as-or-better-than IAsfM's, but there's only a teensy weensy bit
> of it per issue and the rest of the magazine is pseudoscience of the
> worst sort.  I don't buy it for ethical reasons which have very little to
> do with the publisher.  Highly disrecommended, but read the fiction
> standing in line at the grocery store then put it back.

Note that Bova is some kind of editorial person on this rag.

> WEIRD TALES is...  Well, it's WEIRD TALES.  Either you like it or you
> won't.  I do.  Each issue is a balancing act - trying to retain the
> spirit of the old pulps without reverting to their utter lack of taste,
> quality, and innovation.  Thus far, they've managed to stay up there.
> The problem is, sometimes the balancing act is the most exciting thing
> about a given issue...  Recommended.  I think.  But not very.

Hey, I love it, even if they *do* keep sending me scads of bluntly written
rejection slips in boxfulls of C.O.D. bricks...

------------------------------
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Date: 11 Sep 91 21:14:39 GMT
From: speterse@peruvian.utah.edu
Subject: Re: Analog v. IASFM

mvp@hsv3.UUCP (Mike Van Pelt) writes:
>I also quit reading Asimov's several years ago, as I just didn't care for
>many of the stories there.  I don't care for all the stories in Analog,
>but I don't often run into the kind of "Gimme a *BREAK*!!!"  nonsense that
>seemed to be the norm in Asimov's, last time I read one.

I had the reverse reaction.  I no longer read any of the magazines
regularly, but I dropped ANALOG several years before ASIMOV.

A lot of it was, in fact, the "gimme a *break*!!" effect.  I dropped ANALOG
firmly convinced that the target audience consisted exclusively of
fifty-year-old engineers with libertarian tendencies.  It seemed like every
issue had at least one incredibly stilted anti-federal- bureaucracy revenge
fantasy/libertarian screed, or perhaps an even more obnoxious
kids-these-days-are-going-to-hell-in-a-handbasket story.  Furthermore, too
many of the stories were lifeless puzzles.  And now that I think about it,
this was also the time that Timothy Zahn was getting published all the
time.

This isn't to say that ASIMOV hasn't published some pretty stupid stories,
but it was always much more firmly rooted in my "real world" than ANALOG
ever was.

>Someone complained about Analog because it was too "technophillic."  Gee,
>imagine that... Science fiction having something good to say about
>technology.  That's just so... so... so declasse'.  :-) Maybe that's why I
>like Analog, and dislike Asimov's.

I have no problem with people saying good things about technology.  I have
a lot of problem with a magazine where editorial policy states that the
only stories worthy of publication are those in which technology is
necessarily beneficial.

Soren F Petersen
speterse@peruvian.utah.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Sep 91 17:15:15 GMT
From: coolidge@speaker.wpd.sgi.com (Don Coolidge)
Subject: Re: Analog v. IASFM

>>Someone complained about Analog because it was too "technophillic."  Gee,
>>imagine that... Science fiction having something good to say about
>>technology.  That's just so... so... so declasse'.  :-) Maybe that's why
>>I like Analog, and dislike Asimov's.
> 
> I have no problem with people saying good things about technology.  I
> have a lot of problem with a magazine where editorial policy states that
> the only stories worthy of publication are those in which technology is
> necessarily beneficial.

As Harry Nilsson said in _The Point_, "The point is, you see what you want
to see, and you hear what you want to hear."

There have been lots of cases where the technology in Analog is not only
not necessarily beneficial, but also either in practice or in potential
clearly detrimental. Consider at least Greg Bear's original novella "Blood
Music", or the current "Soulcatcher" series, where there are constant
efforts to use that technology in totally inappropriate ways.

Even the current issue has a story, "The Shrieking Of The Nightingale",
which looks at both sides of future medical ability to eliminate most forms
of disability...not to say that I necessarily _agree_ with the points of
view expressed, but it's well-told.

Analog gets too much of a bum rap in this forum. If people were more
willing to put aside their preconceptions and wade through the dreck (of
which there is plenty, but on average neither more nor less than in any of
the other SF magazines I read - Asimov's, Aboriginal, F&SF, occasionally
Amazing), they would find that they've been missing some gems.

Don Coolidge
coolidge@sgi.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Sep 91 08:24:03 GMT
From: hsv3!mvp@vicom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Subject: Analog, October 1991 issue

coolidge@speaker.wpd.sgi.com (Don Coolidge) said pretty much what I wanted
to say in support of Analog.

At one time, I was posting short critiques of the stories in each months'
Analog.  I haven't read the November issue yet (though I have read "The
Shrieking of the Nightingale", which by no means fits in the stereotype
promulgated by Analog-bashers, and one really execrable short story that I
intend to flame fully when I get around to the November issue.)  I'll start
off with the October issue.

Serial: The conclusion of "Barrayar" by Lois Bujold.  I haven't read it
yet, since I was waiting for all the parts before starting, and now I can't
find the $(*@!! July issue.  I'll probably just buy the paperback.  I've
never read anything by Bujold that I didn't like.  The parts I've skimmed
look *really* good.

Novella: Guilt by Association, by Timothy Zahn.  A story about the abuse of
technology.  In this case, the technology is "Soulminder", a device that
can store the soul of a dying person, giving doctors more time to fix the
problem.  Or allowing murder victims to testify in the trial of their
murderers.  Fairly good; I usually like Zahn, but I don't entirely buy the
premise.  (Part of a series of stories about Soulminder.)

Short stories: Red Alert, by Jerry Oltion.  A frankly absurd premise, that
in an alternate world in which the Native Americans managed to hold off the
White Peril, Native Americans would now be flying Eagle-15 jets, and firing
Tomahawk (*ahem*) missles. The fighter jocks talk exactly like John Wayne
Movie Indians, but the sensibilities are otherwise of the currently P.C.
"Native Americans are flawless, saintly people, but all Europeans are
eeevile bloodthirsty Ice People" theory.  For all that, it was a nice
enough story.

Major stinkeroo: "Barely Decent", by Kent Patterson.  TV preacher releases
nanomachines that grow Granny dresses on all women who get infected with
them.  A study in brainless stereotypes.  Gigantic plot holes.  (For
instance, putting the nanomachines in the lingerie had to be an inside job,
but this was never explored.)  Presumably played for laughs.  Hyuk.  Hyuk.
Piers Anthony was never this bad.  (But, note for the Analog-bashers:
Another story about the abuse of technology.)

Fact article: "The Mote in NASA's Eye", half article, half editorial, about
the problems of NASA in general, and the Hubble telescope in particular.
Pretty accurate as far as I can tell.

All in all, a mediocre issue, not counting the serial.  A good novella, one
fair, and one **BAD** short stories.

Mike Van Pelt
mvp@hsv3.lsil.com
...ames!vsi1!hsv3!mvp
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Date: 18 Sep 91 13:19:28 GMT
From: jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Re: ANALOG vs IASFM

potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak) writes:
>ecl@cbnewsj.cb.att.com (Evelyn C. Leeper) writes:
>> Mark and I had been subscribing to ANALOG for 20 years, and just let our
>> subscription lapse.  I find the stories too uniformly technophilic and
>> self-congratulatory, and the blurbs only make them worse. 
>
> "Self-congratulatory?"  As opposed to Doctor Ike's onanistic paens of
> self- praise, justified by an incredibly edited (although purportedly
> borderline eidetic) memory?

You're talking apples and oranges. Evelyn was refering to the STORIES in
Analog. You're talking about the editorials in Asimov's, which have nothing
at all to do with the rest of the magazine.  I tend to agree with you about
his editorials. They're getting worse. However, I like the rest of the
magazine. And I agree with Evelyn about Analog. I own a run of Analogs
(Astoundings) going back into the mid-50s (no, I'm not that old, but I
bought out someone's collection) but I let my subscription lapse last year.

> ANALOG, despite its quality dip under Bova, has emerged as the last
> bastion of anything even resembling SF.  Stanley Schmidt has cleaned up
> the magazine and returned to *real* Science Fiction; his occasional
> forays into fantasy and black magic are invariably justified by virtue of
> excellence; he'll print stories without rivets or schematics, but they
> have to be Really Good ones.  (Sure, there have been a few real dogs in
> the last few years; but overall, the consistency and quality of the
> magazine is a joy.  All it really needs is a good proofreader.)

Choke, gack, blech. Analog under Bova IMPROVED quite a bit. Campbell, a
great editor throughout most of his career, really began to lose it during
his last half dozen years or so in charge. Most of the stories were
mediocre at best.  Bova raised the level and published a number of very
good stories (Haldeman's "Hero," Pohl's "The Gold at Starbow's End," and
Martin's "Song for Lya" come to mind right off.  Schmidt, on the other
hand, has produced a bland magazine with month after month of the same old
stuff. There is perhaps one good story every other month, and I'll catch up
with those in the best of the year collections.

Jim Mann                                       
Stratus Computer
jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com 

------------------------------

Date: 18 Sep 91 17:55:13 GMT
From: djdaneh@pacbell.com (Dan'l DanehyOakes)
Subject: Re: Analog

rush@mnementh.metaphor.com (Ed Rush) writes:
>On the other hand, the nonfiction articles and columns are Analog's unique
>and wonderful contribution.

I'm not sure about the columns - I confess it's been about two-three years
since I let my sub to ASF lapse for (what I swore would be and still seems
to be) the final time - but there's nothing "unique and wonderful" about
the science articles in ASF.  They are, at best, a poor imitation of what
you can get in greater quantity, quality, detail, and with _far_ superior
graphics, in each-and-every monthly issue of SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN (not a
religious organization).

Oh, I suppose I can comment on the columns based on memory.  The Book
Review column is competent, but nothing spectacular; I prefer Algis Budrys'
column in F&SF.  The lettercol is dull, unless things have changed
radically in the last couple of years.

And as for the editorials, that's where Schmidt does his very worst
monkey-see, monkey-do impression of JWC.  They're essentially nothing but
crabby creebing about whatever bug is up his ass this month; which,
apparently, are a withered attempt to emulate JWC's genuinely _crotchety_
behavior, esp. in his last years.  (Barry Malzberg tells a story about how
he once sat in JWC's office for two-three hours, arguing everything from
politics to scientific responsibility, growing slowly more and more angry
and frustrated at what he perceived as JWC's mental calcification - finally
escaped, stood by the 420 Lex elevator bank.  JWC wandered around the
corner, saw Malzberg standing there looking despairing.  "Don't worry about
it, son," said Campbell.  "I just like to shake 'em up.")

>Again, I disagree.  It's good enough that I continue my charter
>subscription, but I wish there were some way to get George Scithers back
>in charge.  The current Asimov's is barely distinguishable from
>Analog - typically, one or two unreadable stories per issue, except that
>Analog has the nonfiction articles and columns.

Gargle, gragg, fnurph.

You want Scithers back.

You want _Scithers_ back?

Gaah.

I mean, he wasn't _bad_, but.  Gark.

"Barely distinguishable from" ASF?  This is conceivable only on the
presumption that the person saying it is both style-deaf and completely
uninterested in the "human" (as opposed to the "techie") side of the
stories.  (Which, imio, is a pretty good characterization of modern-day
ASF readers _anyway_.)

Dan'l Danehy-Oakes

------------------------------

Date: 16 Sep 91 20:15:28 GMT
From: YOURAA%morekypr@cunyvm.cuny.edu
Subject: science fiction magazines

   I first became acquainted with Analog and Asimov's in the late Seventies
(God!  Has it been fifteen years?), and I _liked_ them.  But it seems to me
that they changed, and not (at least in my opinion, which may not be yours)
all for the better.
   Analog, when Ben Bova was the editor, back when they were still at Conde
Nast, was an excellent magazine; these days I don't like the stories as
well.  For whatever reason.  Maybe I was used to all those ads from
Metagaming and Strategy and Tactics?
   And Asimov's, back when George Scithers was the editor, was my favorite
science-fiction magazine.  At the height of this trend, say around 1979, in
every single issue I've been able to find from that time, it seems like
every story is not just _good,_ but _great._
   Now some of the stories they print aren't even science fiction.  I've
even seen one (_Flora,_ from some time in 1989, I think) that was neither
science fiction nor fantasy.  It was a competent piece of fiction,
well-crafted but, it was about a divorced woman who dates a man who loves
science fiction B movies.  I didn't think that SF included this sort of
thing.  Maybe the genre changed while I was asleep, and no one's told me
yet?
   In any event, I'm not insulting Messrs. Dozois and Schmidt.  I've liked
a lot of what they've chosen.  But I used to like _everything_ that was in
their magazines.

Al Yourkonis
YOURAA@MOREKYPR.BITNET
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Date: 17 Sep 91 19:09:12 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Subject: Re: science fiction magazines

YOURAA%morekypr@CUNYVM.CUNY.EDU writes:
>I first became acquainted with Analog and Asimov's in the late Seventies
>(God!  Has it been fifteen years?), and I _liked_ them.  But it seems to
>me that they changed,

Fiction is a living beast. It is not static, but dynamic. It has to change,
or it grows stale, stagnates and dies the death of the formulaic (A great
example of what I mean is Western fiction, which isn't quite dead, but not
what I'd call robust, either. When was the last time you read a Nurse
story?).

>and not (at least in my opinion, which may not be yours) all for the
>better.

Tastes differ. Be aware of the truism "the golden age of SF is twelve" --
there is always a special fondness for the fiction of your youth. It's what
you cut your teeth on. That's one reason why the Heinlein flamewars go
zongo. The folks who grew up on RAH are fighting for the fiction that made
them readers.

In my humble opinion, fiction today is a LOT better than it was 15 years
ago. We can argue individual works, but it's beside the point. Every era
has the works that distinguish adn define an era. What I'm saying is that
the average piece of published fiction today is beter written, more complex
and more interesting than the average piece of fiction of 15 years ago
(which was better than the average piece of 15 years before that...). There
are always the works off both ends of the bell curve, but the field has
progressed.

For the most part, also, there's been a shift from the relatively shallow
examination of techie toys, space opera, and cute astrophysical ideas into
areas where emotions, characterization, plotting and societal issues have
taken precedence. Less action/adventurism, more humanism.

>Analog, when Ben Bova was the editor, back when they were still at Conde
>Nast, was an excellent magazine; these days I don't like the stories as
>well.

I don't particularly like the Schmidt Analog, either. Neither do a lot of
the pros I know (some write for it, but most prefer Asimov's to read).
Schmidt has taken and turned Analog into a formulaic magazine. It's just
not interesting because there's so little variety.

>And Asimov's, back when George Scithers was the editor, was my favorite
>science-fiction magazine.

It's hard to argue against Scithers. He did some good stuff, there and
later at Amazing (on a shoestring). On the other hand, I've also liked the
post-Scithers Asimov's, with McCarthy and Dozois. I think Gardner is as
good as George and challengings his authors to push themselves that little
bit farther. (I'd also love to see what Ellen Datlow could do with a REAL
fiction magazine instead of adding filler material to Omni).

>Now some of the stories they print aren't even science fiction.
>
>I've even seen one (_Flora,_ from some time in 1989, I think) that was
>neither science fiction nor fantasy.

You mean, like Spider Robinson's "The Time Traveller"? (late 70's, bought
by Bova for Analog). That's always happened. Sometimes it IS SF and you
don't realize it. Sometimes it's just too good to say no.
 
>Maybe the genre changed while I was asleep, and no one's told me yet?

It has, and will continue to. Part of the fun of being part of it.

>But I used to like _everything_ that was in their magazines.

So did I. I think it's an aspect of being young, what David Hartwell calls
an omnivore. Browsing through the pasture of fiction, enjoying everything
except the obvious locoweed.

As you grow up, your tastes become more sophisticated and you're more
demanding for satisfaction of your reading time (and less willing to
tolerate stuff that before you would have ignored, or perhaps not even
noticed).

I don't see this as a function of quality dropping. I think it's more a
function of your tastes maturing. This is natural (and if you ask me, a
good thing. Why waste time reading generic pulp when you can spend it
reading the stuff you really like?)

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		    Television - Quantum Leap (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 20 Sep 91 12:52:43 GMT
From: deb@cci632.cci.com (Deborah Brown)
Subject: Re: Quantum Leap season premiere

charles@caen.engin.umich.edu (Charles Jacob Cohen) writes:
>mdlouie@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu writes:
>>I realize that this might not belong in this group, but did anyone see
>>last night`s episode?  I thought that it was fantastic!  It has been one
>>of my favorites for several years.  Please E-mail replies.
>
>Well, I saw it and I have a few comments, since I was a bit disappointed.
>I mean, compared to the season finale, I do not feel that this episode was
>all that fantastic, and I am basically a quantum leap junkie.

I am probably one of THE Quantum Leap junkies, and I have to say I was a
bit underwhelmed by this episode too.

>But anyway:  ***SPOILER ALERT***

>First, the fact that Al and Sam switched was great, but they goofed it up,
>IMHO (all of this is my opinion :) by having Al and Sam also change
>personalities.  I.e. making Sam a letch and Al *pure*.  Since they did
>that, then why bother having the two switch at all.  I wanted to see how
>Al as *Al* himself would react to leaping around.

I thought the personality switch was a hoot, but something about it
bothered me, and I couldn't figure out why.  I think you may have hit the
nail on the head.

>Second was the laboratory.  Fine, I can accept Ziggy having an ego, but
>why are all futuristic labs non-realistic?  My lab is cluttered with
>robotic equipment, journals, coffee cups, old lunch bags, notes, more
>journals, etc.  I'm pretty sure all labs are like this, even computer
>labs.  Heck, the QL lab didn't even have any posters on the wall.  I'm
>pretty sure that my lab will still look cluttered 8 years from now.  Sure,
>Sam has been gone for 4 years, so I guess they didn't do much work, but
>still...can't any show or movie make a decent looking futuristic
>laboratory?  The lab in Terminator II, where the inventer worked, was
>great!

Ah yes, the Toontown lab.  I don't think I expected anything that
realistic, and it WAS really cool-looking.  I just LOVE Ziggy!

>Third, I think it got a bit to, um, sappy.  Did they have to have a
>shooting star at the end of the show, among other things?

Some of us live for sap. :-)

>Oh well, I'm still looking forward to more episodes.  Does anyone agree or
>disagree with my above statements? 

I agree.  Someone else said that they should have used two episodes for
this story.  They had a good story, and some GREAT plot elements, but they
didn't do anything to develop them.  There just wasn't time in that one
hour (or 47 minutes if you subtract commercials) to adequately explore
everything they brought up.

Knowing Sam is married, I'm going to have a problem now if Sam should get
"romantically" involved with the ladies he meets in his future leaps.  I
will have a BIG problem with Al now for encouraging him to 'go for it' when
opportunities present themselves from now on too.  Sigh.

They've made a lot of changes (or revealed a LOT) in this episode, so we'll
have to see if they change anything in future episodes to reflect this.
Will they continue to refer to Ziggy as "he", or will they start calling
Ziggy "she"?  I think that Sam had changed his own 'future' in Star-Crossed
in that he wasn't married when he originally leaped.  His alteration of her
life changed things so that now he is married.  This change could have
altered the construction of Ziggy from a male type entity to a female type
(essentially, I'm agreeing with I think Larne).  I hope they remember this
change in future episodes.  I would also like to see/hear more of Ziggy,
and since they showed Sam holding the handlink after he bounced Al out,
maybe we will.  Future plot devices?

Anyway, I was totally in love with this show the way it was.  Future
episodes will tell if they follow up on some of the changes made in this
episode and how much it will change the look and feel of the show.  I'm
going to have to wait and see how this is going to affect my perceptions of
the characters and their situations in leaps to come.

Debbie Brown
deb@jloda.cci.com
uunet!cicpg!cci632!deb
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Date: 21 Sep 91 16:57:59 GMT
From: centgraf!damian@wshb.csms.com (Damian L. Centgarf II)
Subject: QL Season opener <spoilers>

I really loved the season premier of Quantum leap!  I feel that it was one
of the best shows yet.  I really loved the fact that Al and Sam swapped
personalities.  It was fun to watch.
   I would love to pat the casting director on the back for the voice they
choose for Ziggy.  I lovvveeeed it.  Ziggy's one liners were great!  "If
only you weren't my father" was a classic.
   It was fun to find out that Sam has a wife.  I wonder if they will do
anything with that in the future?
   Another aspect that they could explore is sending Al on some of the
"leaps", now that they know they can go to a specific time.  I really think
that they could do some really neat things with it.
   As for the lab not being cluttered I really didn't mind.  And although
it did have some sappy moments I really did enjoy the show.
   Yes the line did go "Why did i give him Barbara Streisands ego?"  I
really enjoyed the season opener and look forward to the new season!

Damian L. Centgraf
damian@centgraf.UUCP
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Date: 25 Sep 91 17:30:59 GMT
From: rjking@acsu.buffalo.edu (randall j king)
Subject: Re: Quantum Leap FAQL

>1. Who controls the leaps?

>Nobody knows.  Sam and Al know that it's not Ziggy or anyone at Project
>Quantum Leap. Al told Sam in the pilot that Sam's LEAPs were out of the
>project's control, so Sam and Al hypothetize that it's Him <eyes
>heavenward> who is controlling things.

This was also confirmed(???) in the halloween episode where the devil tried
to stop Sam.  Some people will question if it happened, but how else would
he know that the man was going to fall???

>2. When Al looks at Sam, what does he see?

>Al sees the leapee.  In the episode entitled "What Price, Gloria", Al was
>out of control at seeing Sam as the gorgeous secretary.  Al probably
>recognizes Sam because they are linked through their brainwaves
>transmissions, which is what is used by the project to locate Sam in time.

Then a a goof was made in the season premiere because when Al and Sam
traded places, Sam should have seen Al as the leepee.  However this brings
up a point my housemate made, what if Sam's leap was into Al by design?
Although this theory has more holes than swiss cheese it is as viable as
the first theory of Al leaping.

>3. Who is in the "Waiting room"?

More importantly, where is the waiting room?  We did not see it in the
season premiere.

>5. Can anyone else at the project go into the imaging chamber and see Sam?

<answer deleted>

In the premire episode I remember Al saying he was the only one tuned into
Sam's 'frequency'.  I must assume that they must have planned this long
before the leap took place.

>8. Why could Sam see in a blind man's body?  Would he be able to hear in a
>deaf person?

>It appears that at least "part" of Sam is physically leaping through time,
>his mass being exchanged with that of the leapee.  Sam, not sharing the
>handicap, will not exhibit it.

Even though you have the quote he leaves evidence to both sides.  I think
the longer Sam is in the leapee's body, the more characteristics he takes
on.  There was the episode where he lept into the retarded boy and slowly
he became a klutz (droping dishes).  Also he was experiencing all the
problems in walking are getting up when in the pregnant woman.

Once again the season premire contradicts this when Sam leaps into Al and
is conscious, perhaps this would go along with my theory in that he hadn't
been in the leapee long enough to suffer the consequences.

>14.  How is it that when Sam leaps into a leapee who is shorter/smaller
>then he is, people around him don't notice a difference in size?

<long explanation deleted>

We see Sam through Ziggy (at least that's how I think of it), so when he
'leaps' he becomes the person.  The body is not Sam, but the mind is.  We
see Sam as Sam because that's how Ziggy would reference him.  No one else
sees Sam as Sam.  I think not even Sam sees Sam as Sam even without the
mirrors(???) we just don't know, we never look through Sam's eyes at Sam.
So in short the bodies remain the same only the minds leap across time.

Also Scott Bakula would only be seen in 2 episodes to date. ;>

>17.  What about other inconsistencies that I've noticed in QL?  "Don't
>investigate this too closely."  --Don Bellisario, 3/17/90

Sorry I can't help it I love the show...

>22.  So what's the story with that episode titled "The B**giem*n" and why
>do Leapers refuse to mention it by name?

>[Episode title edited for net.safety] This episode first aired near
>Halloween 1990, and from the first time it aired, weird events have been
>associated with this episode.  ...so it's best to just refer to it as "The
>Halloween Episode".  Leapers everywhere will know of what you speak.

Thanks I did.  That's pretty creepy...

I don't profess to be an expert on the subject of QL, but I do watch it all
the time (literally I have a few of my favorite episodes on tape).  People
may tell me to get a life. I have one, but part of it is QL.  Many people
know more about the show than me, but I like to think I can do what the
show does to science, give a human outlook into the technology of the
storylines.

Anyone else have some sound theories concerning leaping and the lot, anyone
agree with any of my theories, I'm interested.

Later.

rjking@acsu.buffalo.edu      
V050QRQ3@cc.buffalo.edu      
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Date: 27 Sep 91 12:53:29 GMT
From: deb@cci632.cci.com (Deborah Brown)
Subject: Re: Quantum Leap FAQL

rjking@acsu.buffalo.edu (randall j king) writes:
>>1. Who controls the leaps?

>>Nobody knows.  Sam and Al know that it's not Ziggy or anyone at Project
>>Quantum Leap. Al told Sam in the pilot that Sam's LEAPs were out of the
>>project's control, so Sam and Al hypothetize that it's Him <eyes
>>heavenward> who is controlling things.

>This was also confirmed(???) in the halloween episode where the devil
>tried to stop Sam.  Some people will question if it happened, but how else
>would he know that the man was going to fall???

That's why I think that all that really happened.  Of course, it COULD have
all been a dream, which would have confirmed nothing.  Chris Ruppenthal,
the episode's writer, isn't telling. :-(

>>2. When Al looks at Sam, what does he see?

>>Al sees the leapee.  In the episode entitled "What Price, Gloria", Al was
>>out of control at seeing Sam as the gorgeous secretary.  Al probably
>>recognizes Sam because they are linked through their brainwaves
>>transmissions, which is what is used by the project to locate Sam in
>>time.

>Then a a goof was made in the season premire because when Al and Sam
>traded places, Sam should have seen Al as the leepee.  However this brings
>up a

Maybe he did.  Maybe he recognized Al the same way Al recognizes Sam every
week.  In the pilot, Al had no trouble picking Sam out of a crowd of pilots
(heh).  How this is accomplished was never explianed.

>point my housemate made, what if Sam's leap was into Al by design?
>Although this theory has more holes than swiss cheese it is as viable as
>the first theory of Al leaping.

Sam didn't leap into Al (I don't THINK) he was in Al.  When he left the
imaging chamber, they saw him as Sam.  Unless I misunderstood what you just
said.

>>3. Who is in the "Waiting room"?

>More importantly, where is the waiting room?  We did not see it in the
>season premiere.

This is another thing that bothered me about this episode.  They should
have had Sam going into the waiting room talking to a guy that looks like
Al (they did say that the person in the WR looks like Sam).

>>5. Can anyone else at the project go into the imaging chamber and see
>>Sam?

<answer deleted>

>In the premire episode I remember Al saying he was the only one tuned into
>Sam's 'frequency'.  I must assume that they must have planned this long
>before the leap took place.

They did, that was the whole point of the Imaging Chamber.  We don't know
the technical specifics and limitations of the communications across time,
but the mechanism they chose seems to work for them (most of the time).

>>8. Why could Sam see in a blind man's body?  Would he be able to hear in
>>a deaf person?

>>It appears that at least "part" of Sam is physically leaping through
>>time, his mass being exchanged with that of the leapee.  Sam, not sharing
>>the handicap, will not exhibit it.

>Even though you have the quote he leaves evidence to both sides.  I think
>the longer Sam is in the leapee's body, the more characteristics he takes
>on.  There was the episode where he lept into the retarded boy and slowly
>he became a klutz (droping dishes).  Also he was experiencing all the
>problems in walking are getting up when in the pregnant woman.

This is very true.  There are those who believe that only PART of Sam is
leaping, and those who believe that ALL of him is leaping.  I'm in the part
of him camp, which I believe is confirmed in the pregnant episode.  In the
retarded episode (Jimmy), Sam's clumsiness was caused as much by other
people's expectations as by the physical limitations of the leapee.
Everyone treated him "like a dumbo" (to use Al's words), so he started
acting like one.  It all comes back to a child rising and/or falling to
expectations.

>Once again the season premire contradicts this when Sam leaps into Al and
>is conscious, perhaps this would go along with my theory in that he hadn't
>been in the leapee long enough to suffer the consequences.

It must have been the physical part of Sam that revived the leapee.  There
was only a couple minutes difference between the time Al was going to be
killed and the time it was going to take for him to wake up.  Sam leaping
in provided just enough "recovery" for him to awaken fully and splat the
bad guy.

>>14.  How is it that when Sam leaps into a leapee who is shorter/smaller
>>then he is, people around him don't notice a difference in size?

<long explanation deleted>

>We see Sam through Ziggy (at least that's how I think of it), so when he
>'leaps' he becomes the person.  The body is not Sam, but the mind is.  We
>see Sam as Sam because that's how Ziggy would reference him.  No one else
>sees Sam as Sam.  I think not even Sam sees Sam as Sam even without the
>mirrors(???) we just don't know, we never look through Sam's eyes at Sam.

From certain things that have been said in various episodes, when Sam looks
down at himself, he sees himself.  It's only when he looks in a mirror that
he sees the leapee.  But then, they haven't been too concerned with
consistancy in this, so there have been contradictions.  I really like your
explanation for this phenomenon, BTW. :-)

>So in short the bodies remain the same only the minds leap across time.

Sometimes.  It depends on the BGU and what kind of mood he's in that week.
:-)

>Also Scott Bakula would only be seen in 2 episodes to date. ;>

Which would be a MAJOR bummer.

>>17.  What about other inconsistencies that I've noticed in QL?
>>"Don't investigate this too closely."  --Don Bellisario, 3/17/90

>Sorry I can't help it I love the show...

I know, it's just too much fun to leave alone. :-)

>>22.  So what's the story with that episode titled "The B**giem*n" and why
>>do Leapers refuse to mention it by name?

>>[Episode title edited for net.safety] This episode first aired near
>>Halloween 1990, and from the first time it aired, weird events have been
>>associated with this episode.  As an example, this episode seems to have
>>the highest incidence
[various disasters associated with the mere mention of this title edited]

>>auto breakdowns, so it's best to just refer to it as "The Halloween
>>Episode".  Leapers everywhere will know of what you speak.

>Thanks I did.  That's pretty creepy...

It sure is!  Watching this is almost as hazardous as dancing with the
devil.  :-}

>I don't profess to be an expert on the subject of QL, but I do watch it
>all the time (literally I have a few of my favorite episodes on tape).
>People may tell me to get a life. I have one, but part of it is QL.

Amen to THAT!

>Many people know more about the show than me, but I like to think I can do
>what the show does to science, give a human outlook into the technology of
>the storylines.

I don't know if there are any REAL experts on this show - just as one gets
to feel really comfortable with feeling that they know all the rules, the
producers go and change them. :-)

Debbie Brown
deb@jloda.cci.com
uunet!cicpg!cci632!deb
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Today's Topics:

	   Television - Friday the 13th & Doctor Who (2 msgs) &
                        SF Cable Channel (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 91 16:46:39 GMT
From: rjking@acsu.buffalo.edu (randall j king)
Subject: Cursed items from Friday the 13th

This list was forwarded to me by: kiso@cannon.ma30.bull.com and was
originally written by kcc@wucs1.wustl.edu (Ken Cox).  Since there has been
so much of a demand for it, here it is:

This was posted last year.

One of our St. Louis TV stations is showing "Friday the 13th, the Series".
This show (which has nothing to do with the movies) has items which have
been cursed for a reason.  The show's premise is explained in the opening
credits (which are probably copyrighted by Hometown Productions, Variety
Artists, and/or Paramount):

	"Lewis Vendredi made a deal with the Devil to sell cursed
	 antiques, but he broke the pact and it cost him his soul.
	 Now his niece Mikki and her cousin Ryan have inherited the
	 store--and with it, the curse.  Now they must get everything
	 back... and the real terror begins."

The cursed antiques cannot be damaged or destroyed, so the people who have
inherited the store must recover the items and lock them away.  Most of the
episodes deal with the recovery of one of the items.

The interesting part is the nature of the curses and the reason behind
them.  In Christian theology, the Devil seeks to corrupt people by causing
them to sin.  Therefore, the purpose of the curse is to encourage the owner
to sin; more specifically, to commit murder.  (The show _is_ called Friday
the 13th.)  The owner of the item _benefits_ from the curse, but must kill
another person to receive the benefit.  This benefit may be the ability to
kill easily and undetectably.  More often the benefit is something else -
power, money, love, fame, health, beauty, and so on.

The owner is (usually) not forced to use the item, and can get rid of it at
any time.  The owner knows that using the item will kill someone.  Thus,
the (Christian) criteria of knowingly and of free will committing a mortal
sin apply, and if the owner uses the item he is literally damned.

Adapting this form of curse to a FRP campaign may pose some problems, as it
requires the equivalent of free-will sin and the Devil as a tempter.  That
is, people must be judged in some way by the acts that they freely and
knowingly commit, and there must be a powerful, evil entity which
encourages people to perform evil acts.  This might not fit in well with
some game worlds, but it is an interesting reason for the existence of some
cursed items.

A campaign based on the series premise - recovery of a group of such cursed
items, might be interesting.  Incorporating such items into a campaign
requires that the players be good ROLE-players, though; ones who would say,
"Sure, by using this item my character can get rich; but would he do so at
the cost of eternal damnation?"

The first season objects:

Doll - The doll talks to its owner, encouraging her to commit evil acts. If
       the owner consents, the doll can help perform the acts through the
       use of telekinesis-like powers.

Quill pen - Anything evil written with the pen ("John will die") happens.

Cupid statuette - The statuette will cause anyone to fall in lust (not
       love) with the owner.  The owner must kill the victim after they
       have sex.

Teacup - When the victim drinks from the cup, the cup kills him and makes
       the owner younger.  The additional youth only lasts for a day or so.

Magician's cabinet - The victim is locked in the cabinet, and the owner
       then performs amazing "illusions", such as having swords plunged
       into his body.  The wounds the owner would have suffered are instead
       inflicted on the victim.

Scalpel - When used in an operation, the scalpel will cure hopeless cases.
       The scalpel will also cut through anything (metal, stone, etc.).
       The owner must "recharge" the scalpel by killing people with it.

Boxing gloves - The wearer of the gloves is invincible in the boxing ring.
       During the match, the owner's shadow takes on a separate physical
       existence and kills a person chosen by the owner (and yes, the
       episode title was "Shadowboxer").

Garden mulcher - Any person fed into the hopper of the mulcher comes out as
       currency.  The denomination of the currency depends on the wealth of
       the victim; the richer the victim, the larger the denomination.

Comic book - The comic book's owner can become "Ferrus the Invincible", an
       armor-plated superpowered humanoid.  Ferrus is immune to (almost)
       all forms of attack, can smash down steel doors, and can kill in one
       blow.

Scarecrow - The scarecrow seeks out and kills (by decapitation with a
       scythe) any person whose photograph is pinned to it; it can teleport
       while pursuing the victim.  By causing three such killings each
       year, the owner is guaranteed an abundant harvest.

Glove - The glove miraculously heals any disease or injury when the owner
       touches it to the ill person.  The disease is transferred into the
       glove and "magnified"; it must soon be transferred (again by touch)
       to another, who dies.  If the disease is not transferred within a
       certain time, it kills the owner.

Cape - The cape makes its owner immortal, irresistible to women, and a
       vampire.  If the owner removes the cape, he instantly becomes old
       and withered; replacing the cape restores him.

Lantern - When shone on a shipwreck, the lantern uncovers buried treasure
       (it might even _create_ the treasure; this was not clear).  After
       each such use the lantern must be shone on the diver who brought up
       the treasure, who burns to death.

Compact - If a beam reflected by the compact's mirror strikes any man in
       the eyes, he falls in love with the owner.  The owner must later
       kill him.

Tattoo needles - The owner tattoos the victim using the needles (which also
       give tattooing skill).  Later, the owner has good luck while
       gambling, and the tattoo comes to life and kills the victim.

Trephinator - This device was built in the nineteenth century by a quack
       who thought intelligence could be transferred via cerebro-spinal
       fluid; the curse makes it work.  The person who is drained dies of
       severe brain damage, while the owner gains their intelligence and
       memories and some personality traits.

Electric chair - The owner can receive and hold a powerful electric charge
       by electrocuting someone with the chair, then sitting in it.  The
       charge can be released by conduction as the owner desires (possibly
       to kill other people, so this curse is doubly corrupting).

Quilt - The owner of the quilt can dream whatever they want while sleeping
       under it, but some other person (chosen by the owner) experiences
       the dream as a nightmare and is killed by it.  The chosen victim is
       forced asleep when the owner begins dreaming.

Camera - Taking and developing a picture of a person with this camera
       creates an exact duplicate of the person.  The duplicate must obey
       the orders of the photographer.  Destroying the negative destroys
       the duplicate.  If the negative is not destroyed within five hours,
       the original dies.

Foghorn - Sounding the foghorn summons the ghost of Angus MacBride, a
       pirate who died when his crew mutinied.  The ghost will trade gold
       coins for the bodies of any of the crew's descendants.

Sheriff's badge - When the badge is pressed against the victim, the victim
       is branded with a star pattern and dies in convulsions; the badge
       then teleports back into the owner's hand, allowing a safe getaway.

Pipe - Lighting the pipe produces a cloud of smoke which will seek out and
       kill the victim by asphyxiation.  If the victim runs, the smoke will
       follow; it can ooze through the smallest cracks.  After the victim
       dies, both body and smoke disappear.

Cradle - The cradle will keep even the most sickly baby alive, and will
       eventually completely heal the baby.  For this to happen, the baby's
       parents must kill seven people in water.

Two additional magic items were presented.  These were not cursed; instead
they were used by Lewis (played by R.G. Armstrong) in attempts to return
from the dead and continue serving the Devil.

Amulet - The amulet lets a ghost take material form until the next sunrise.

Canopic jar - Fumes released from the jar cause anyone who inhales them to
       have a dream in which they re-live their most terrifying
       experiences, eventually causing a heart attack.  This was the
       end-of-season show, incorporating scenes from previous episodes.

The second season objects:

Mask - a voodoo totem which gives various magic powers.

Radio - broadcasts false "news reports" which can be used to kill.  In
       exchange, the radio broadcasts information that profits the owner.

Coin - can be used to resurrect a corpse, even one that is centuries dead.

Violin - allows the owner to play as a virtuoso.

Makeup Case - can make even the ugliest person beautiful, for a short time.

Handkerchief - can animate a wax figure, which must obey the owner.

Boutonniere - also can animate a figure.  In the episode, it was used for a
       ventriloquist's dummy.

Watch - the owner can experience one hour (starting and ending at 1AM) in
       which everything else is stopped in time.

Key and Chain - allow the owner to win auto races.

Beehive - makes "vampire bees" which are able to kill by draining blood.
       The bees then sting another person and change his appearance to that
       of the victim.  To remain alive, the transformed people must eat
       honey made by the bees.

Playhouse - can transport a child to a world where he can have whatever he
       wants, provided he brings other children to be trapped.

Magic Lantern - permits travel to the time and place of projected slides.
       A person must be killed both to travel back in time and to return.

Compact - makes the owner beautiful, for a short time.

Syringe - can draw fluid from the victim's brain, removing a part of their
       humanity.  The fluid will temporarily cure a psychotic person.  The
       victim becomes increasingly animal-like, until nothing human is
       left.

Movie Camera - makes a movie character real; the character kills people who
       were filmed by the camera.

Ring - shows the outcome of a future sporting event.

Shard - anyone stabbed by the shard becomes a statue.

Coffin - can resurrect a child.  The child has to kill to live.

Amulet - can resurrect a corpse.

Bauble - grants wishes, after hypnotizing and killing the victim (who obeys
       all orders, including commands to commit suicide).

Pool Cue - allows user to win games.

Symphonia (Music Box) - forces people to dance to their death, but the
       dances are beautiful works of art.

Rattle - cures diseases.

Kamikaze Jacket - makes the wearer invisible.

Sculpting Tool - converts clay into mommets ("voodoo" dolls)

Several additional magic items were presented which were not cursed (at
least not in the same way as the above items) but were used by various evil
groups to attack the main characters.

Mirror - provides a gateway to hell.

Snow Globe - contains a miniature universe which people can enter.

Witch's Ladder - magnifies a magician's power.

The third season objects:

Book - a "Satanic Bible"; if its prophecies are fulfilled, the devil will
       rule the world.

Dagger - Summons and controls demons.

Wheelchair - enables the user to move about in a spirit-like form and kill;
       the chair gradually heals the user.

Hearing Aid - allows thoughts to be heard.

Coin - can be used to resurrect a corpse, even one that is centuries dead.
       (It was also in the second season, in a different episode.)

Car Radio - takes the car and occupants through time to the year of the
       radio's manufacture.

Cross - destroys vampires.  One of the better episodes, due in part to the
       moral ambiguities: a cross, cursed by the devil, destroys vampires -
       provided the holder kills someone else with the cross.

Movie Print - a character from the film can be brought into the real world,
       but someone else takes the character's place (and dies).

Fountain Pen - allows the owner to control the behavior of another.

Monkey Idols - "see no evil" allows the owner to change another person's
       perceptions; "hear no evil" allows thoughts to be heard; "speak no
       evil" speaks, giving useful information.

Aspirator - a mortician's device; it can raise the dead.

Cameo - holds the soul of a dead person, which can be released (reviving
       the dead person) by killing another.

Charm - allows transfer of a soul into another body.

Leash - transforms animals into humans and vice-versa.

Jack-in-the-Box - allows communication with the dead.

Television - maintains life.  Used by a medium to show images of the dead
       to her clients; the images later attacked the clients through other
       televisions.

Cernuous Statue - animates an oak tree and reproduces itself.

Painting - allows travel back in time.

There was also an episode involving the ghosts of a motorcycle gang; this
didn't fit the cursed object theme.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 91 19:36:54 GMT
From: mab@buphy.bu.edu (Michael Burstein)
Subject: Doctor Who

Does anyone have any info on the fate of the series? Last I heard, it had
been cancelled for good.

Michael A. Burstein
Department of Physics
Boston University                        
590 Commonwealth Ave.
Boston MA 02215
mab@buphy.bu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 91 16:22:40 GMT
From: mcateecs@sage.cc.purdue.edu (mcatee)
Subject: DRWHO STATUS

   This is in response to the question about the status of Doctor Who.  If
you can get rec.arts.drwho you can find out everything you ever wanted or
needed to know about him.  The last I heard the BBC had ordered new
episodes from a different production company than previously used, and that
they had sold the rights for movies to another company.  I read that in the
drwho net, which is rampant with rumors, so you might want to take that
with a grain of salt.  Let's hope the Doctor does return in '92 though.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 91 20:41:58 GMT
From: crossgl@infonode.ingr.com (Gordon Cross)
Subject: SciFi Channel??

I have seen flyers advertising the new SciFi channel at SF cons lately.
None of them say exactly when it is supposed to start airing!  My cable
system has had a message saying "Channel 56 is reserved for the SciFi
Channel" ever since January!!  So ...

WHEN IN THE BLAZES DOES THIS THING GO ON THE AIR!!!!!!!

Sorry for yelling, but I'm getting edgy!  Thanks in advance!

Gordon Cross
111 Westminister Way  
Madison, AL 35758     
(205) 730-7842
UUCP: uunet!ingr!infonode!crossgl
INTERNET: crossgl@infonode.ingr.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 91 13:55:18 GMT
From: eer36024@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (Erik Reuter)
Subject: Re: SciFi Channel??

crossgl@infonode.ingr.com (Gordon Cross) writes:
>My cable system has had a message saying "Channel 56 is reserved for the
>SciFi Channel" ever since January!!

Consider yourself lucky! Many cable systems may not pick SFC up until after
it has been on for a while, if it ever does make it. SFC have already given
several rough dates when SFC should begin, and the dates have passed.
However, they do continue to purchase programming, so they haven't given
up. We will just have to wait and see what happens.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 91 14:46:36 GMT
From: rcampb@milton.u.washington.edu (Russell Campbell)
Subject: Re: SciFi Channel??

Last word I have on when it is to start is this January.  The person
running Rustycon Video has been heavily involved in promoting TSFC and has
been told there may be a chance that he can receive TSFC broadcasts for use
on one of the video programming channels.

Russell D. Campbell
rcampb@cac.washington.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		   Miscellaneous - Conventions (13 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 91 12:10:17 GMT
From: jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Re: Chicon roundup of future Worldcons/Bids

zellich@STL-07SIMA.ARMY.MIL (Rich Zellich) writes:
> Well, Winnipeg won, and deserves it.  They are the only bidder left (out
> of 5, if I remember right, although I can't remember all of them any
> more), and have been bidding for over 6 years.

Huh?  What about Lousiville?  They were running (and in fact were
considered the front-runner).

Jim Mann                                       
Stratus Computer
jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com 

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 91 21:17:13 GMT
From: clubzen!mwallis@tsoft.sf-bay.org (Michael Wallis)
Subject: Re: Chicon roundup of future Worldcons/Bids

woodsb@helios.ecn.purdue.edu (Brent L. Woods) writes:
> *Deserves* it?  Personally, I'd dispute that, but that's not important (I
> also have subjective reasons for being extremely annoyed that Winnipeg
> won - I won't be going, since I refuse to leave the US again).

You'll pardon me if I have no sympathy for you. Why, prey tell, should the
*WORLD* SF Con always be in the US? What's wrong with Canada? Why are you
being such and "Ugly American"?

> and no one seems to be saying any "too bads" about Louisville losing.

Part of that has to do with the very grouchy way both Nashvile and
Louisville ran their bid. I suspect Winnipeg's win has at least as much to
do with Louisville's efforts as Winnipeg's. We've seen this sort of thing
before (remember the '78 battle between LA and Phoenix?) and while I'm
concerned about Winnipeg's abilities to run something the size of a modern
worldcon, I have absolutely no sympathy for the Louisville loss. Given how
close the balloting was (55 votes out of 2107 cast), a *little* bit more
levity and less glum seriousness on the part of the Louisville bid would
likely have won them the worldcon.

Michael Wallis
Computer Consultant
Santa Clara, CA    
mwallis@clubzen.tsoft.sf-bay.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 91 02:51:47 GMT
From: hutch@hutch.rabbit.com (Stephen Hutchison)
Subject: Re: Chicon roundup of future Worldcons/Bids

aahz@netcom.COM writes:
>On the other hand, if I were to judge by a single con, I'd say that
>Winnipeg deserved to lose the bid, going by this year's Westercon....

EXTREMELY unfair!  The Winnipeg people had little, if anything, to do with
Westercon.  Other than to volunteer considerable in the way of time and
money, the Winnipeg people I saw were not responsible for any of the
problems at Westercon 40+10%GST - they did a lot to make what DID work,
work right.

Hutch

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 91 06:57:09 GMT
From: woodsb@helios.ecn.purdue.edu (Brent L. Woods)
Subject: Re: Chicon roundup of future Worldcons/Bids

mwallis@clubzen.UUCP (Michael Wallis) writes:
>woodsb@helios.ecn.purdue.edu (Brent L. Woods) writes:
>>*Deserves* it?  Personally, I'd dispute that, but that's not important (I
>>also have subjective reasons for being extremely annoyed that Winnipeg
>>won - I won't be going, since I refuse to leave the US again).
>
>You'll pardon me if I have no sympathy for you. Why, prey tell, should the
>*WORLD* SF Con always be in the US? What's wrong with Canada? Why are you
>being such and "Ugly American"?

   *Sigh*.  I reckon that'll teach me not to follow up when I'm in a
peevish mood.  There's nothing wrong with Canada.  The times I've been
there (a number of places) it's been fairly pleasant (a little bland,
maybe, but that's another story).  My problem is with other *Americans*,
not Canada.  I just don't want to give some random US Customs pinhead
another chance to tell me that I can't go back into my own native country
(ever cool your heels for six hours at a customs barrier?  Isn't fun).

   I still don't think that Winnipeg deserved to win the bid - from what I
saw at Chicon, they didn't win the bid so much as *buy* it.  Doesn't matter
any more, though, I suppose.

Brent Woods
4419 Myrtle Grove Dr.
Indianapolis, IN  46236
+1 (317) 895-8690 
woodsb@gn.ecn.purdue.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 91 17:16:58 GMT
From: clubzen!mwallis@tsoft.sf-bay.org (Michael Wallis)
Subject: Re: Chicon roundup of future Worldcons/Bids

woodsb@helios.ecn.purdue.edu (Brent L. Woods) writes:
> I still don't think that Winnipeg deserved to win the bid - from what I
> saw at Chicon, they didn't win the bid so much as *buy* it.  Doesn't
> matter any more, though, I suppose.

And how did they 'buy it'? They ran good parties, they showed good
initiative in some of their silliness, they talked with people about their
city, their convention and their plans. These are all standard bidding
practices. Not their fault if the Louisville party was boring.

Michael Wallis
Computer Consultant
Santa Clara, CA    
mwallis@clubzen.tsoft.sf-bay.ca.us

------------------------------

Date: 15 Sep 91 02:44:40 GMT
From: kiran@copper.ucs.indiana.edu (Kiran Wagle)
Subject: Re: Chicon roundup of future Worldcons/Bids

woodsb@helios.ecn.purdue.edu (Brent L. Woods) writes:
>   I still don't think that Winnipeg deserved to win the bid - from what I
>saw at Chicon, they didn't win the bid so much as *buy* it.

No, _we_ bought it - paying $20 to vote and _then_ another $40 to convert.

I think that $60 for the first rate for a worldcon is steep... and I don't
want to think about what the rest of their rate schedule will be.

And if, as you suggest, they bought the bid, they did it by "borrowing"
against the money people are paying to convert. If they had been a bit more
frugal, perhaps we would be paying less to convert.  Louisville's bid made
a profit, or so I'm told. Did Winnipeg's?

kiran@copper.ucs.indiana.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Sep 91 14:13:37 GMT
From: crispin@csd.uwo.ca (Crispin Cowan)
Subject: Re: Chicon roundup of future Worldcons/Bids

kiran@copper.ucs.indiana.edu (Kiran Wagle) writes:
>woodsb@helios.ecn.purdue.edu (Brent L. Woods) writes:
>>I still don't think that Winnipeg deserved to win the bid - from what I
>>saw at Chicon, they didn't win the bid so much as *buy* it.
>
>No, _we_ bought it - paying $20 to vote and _then_ another $40 to convert.
>
>And if, as you suggest, they bought the bid, they did it by "borrowing"
>against the money people are paying to convert. If they had been a bit
>more frugal, perhaps we would be paying less to convert.  Louisville's bid
>made a profit, or so I'm told. Did Winnipeg's?

Accusing Winnipeg of buying the WorldCon seems a bit backwards to me.  I
seem to recall hearing that Louisville was selling conversion-equivalents
ahead of the voting results.  "Pay us $20 now, and you're a full member
when we win."  That would seem to explain how Louisville's bid could make a
profit :-(.

Crispin Cowan
University of Western Ontario
Middlesex College
MC28-C, N6A 5B7
crispin@csd.uwo.ca

------------------------------

Date: 16 Sep 91 15:09:25 GMT
From: jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Subject: Bids and Conversions

crispin@csd.uwo.ca (Crispin Cowan) writes:
>>And if, as you suggest, they bought the bid, they did it by "borrowing"
>>against the money people are paying to convert. If they had been a bit
>>more frugal, perhaps we would be paying less to convert.  Louisville's
>>bid made a profit, or so I'm told. Did Winnipeg's?
>
> Accusing Winnipeg of buying the WorldCon seems a bit backwards to me.  I
> seem to recall hearing that Louisville was selling conversion-equivalents
> ahead of the voting results.  "Pay us $20 now, and you're a full member
> when we win."  That would seem to explain how Louisville's bid could make
> a profit :-(.

It certainly was not as low as $20.  Lousville did have a $50 level, and
perhaps (though I hadn't heard this) they were promising attending
memberships to those who bought in at this level.

Most bids now have a higher-priced supporing membership, aimed mostly at
those who want to give a tad more money to help the bid.  Many of us do
support bids this way. I gave Glasgow and San Antonio extra money since I
strongly support both of their bids, for example.  Some bids may be
promising something specical to these friends of the bid (I don't know if
either Glasgow or San Antonio are; it did not effect my decision to give
them money), but I've never seen this "pay."  That is, you never save money
by giving them extra up front.

Jim Mann                                       
Stratus Computer
jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com 

------------------------------

Date: 16 Sep 91 16:28:16 GMT
From: durrell@umaxc.weeg.uiowa.edu (Cyberpixie)
Subject: Re: Chicon roundup of future Worldcons/Bids

crispin@csd.uwo.ca (Crispin Cowan) writes:
>Accusing Winnipeg of buying the WorldCon seems a bit backwards to me.  I
>seem to recall hearing that Louisville was selling conversion-equivalents
>ahead of the voting results.  "Pay us $20 now, and you're a full member
>when we win."  That would seem to explain how Louisville's bid could make
>a profit :-(.

Winnipeg did this as well - become a Friend for 20 bucks, get a free
T-shirt, auto-convert if they win.

I'm a bit uncomfortable with the possibility of buying a conversion before
the tally at a cheaper rate than one can after the tally.  It seems to me
that this will help the bid that is perceived to be winning, and hurt all
other bids.  After all, any time I think I can tell a bid is winning, and I
can get a cheaper conversion fee if I pay before the tally, I'll do it.  I
suspect others will too.  Therefore, the 'leading' bid will get a number of
voters for purely economic reasons.

Any comments on this?

Bryant Durrell
durrell@umaxc.weeg.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 91 02:51:24 GMT
From: clubzen!mwallis@tsoft.sf-bay.org (Michael Wallis)
Subject: Re: Chicon roundup of future Worldcons/Bids

durrell@umaxc.weeg.uiowa.edu (Cyberpixie) writes:
> I'm a bit uncomfortable with the possibility of buying a conversion
> before the tally at a cheaper rate than one can after the tally.  It
> seems to me that this will help the bid that is perceived to be winning,
> and hurt all other bids.  After all, any time I think I can tell a bid is
> winning, and I can get a cheaper conversion fee if I pay before the
> tally, I'll do it.  I suspect others will too.  Therefore, the 'leading'
> bid will get a number of voters for purely economic reasons.

It's more benifit if you LOOSE, because you've got a bunch of "convertable"
pre-supports but don't have to actually honour the conversion. This IS
likely why Louisville had a surplus. Winnipeg has to honour its
"convertables" at a lower revenue rate than they would otherwise have
received. This helps a lot with last push bid funding, but may have more
deadly consequences should you win.

Again, "convertables" for a 2nd place bid (especially in a close race as
'94 was) had both advantages. You get lots of money to cover your bills AND
you don't have to run a worldcon!

Michael Wallis
Computer Consultant
Santa Clara, CA    
mips.com!tsoft!clubzen!mwallis

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 91 17:50:11 GMT
From: zellich@stl-07sima.army.mil (Rich Zellich)
Subject: Re: Chicon roundup of future Worldcons/Bids

Laurie Mann responded:
> probably be willing to work on it. By the way,I don't remember anyone
> other than Louisville (nee Nashville) and Winnipeg bidding.

And Brent L. Woods responded:
>    Only bidder left?  Hey, what about Louisville?  They were still in
> there until the very bitter end. Heck, I *voted* for them in site

Winnipeg was the only ORIGINAL bidder left out of 4 or 5:

   Winnipeg
   Milwaukee (the last to drop out)
   an east-midwestern city (Indianapolis?)
   an Australian bid (Perth or Sydney; memory's getting fuzzy)
   and maybe a very-short-lived west-midwest bid

Nashville was a Johnny-come-lately bid, and I know they had been wanting a
Worldcon for years, so I didn't blame them for jumping in after several
years of bidding had gone by when they were suddenly told they could have
the Opryland facility.  When they lost it just as suddenly, I was annoyed
to see the bid rolled over to an even more Johnny-come-lately Louisville
bid.  They are good people, and would have put on a good Worldcon, but if
they wanted to bid for one, it would have been nice to have seen them
bidding all along (since 1985 or 1986, like the 4 or 5 original bids),
rather than coming in at the last minute and trying to sandbag a
perceived-weak Canadian bid.

Cheers.

Rich

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 91 19:29:32 GMT
From: lmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com (Laurie Mann)
Subject: Re: Chicon roundup of future Worldcons/Bids

zellich@STL-07SIMA.ARMY.MIL (Rich Zellich) writes:
> Winnipeg was the only ORIGINAL bidder left out of 4 or 5: 
>    Winnipeg
>    Milwaukee (the last to drop out)
>    an east-midwestern city (Indianapolis?)
>    an Australian bid (Perth or Sydney; memory's getting fuzzy)
>    and maybe a very-short-lived west-midwest bid
> Nashville was a Johnny-come-lately bid, and I know they had been wanting
> a Worldcon for years, so I didn't blame them for jumping in after several
> years of bidding had gone by when they were suddenly told they could have
> the Opryland facility.  When they lost it just as suddenly, I was annoyed
> to see the bid rolled over to an even more Johnny-come-lately Louisville
> bid.

I think you have a major case of synthetic memory here.  Does anyone else
remember all these bids?  I don't.

Yes, it's true that Winnipeg started their bid at least a year before
Nashville/Louisville.  But Nashville was definitely bidding in the spring
of 1989, and was probably bidding a year before that.  Furthermore, the
people behind Nashville and the people behind Louisville were almost THE
SAME GROUP.  To say that the Kentucky people were "Johnnie-Come-Latelies",
or to imply that different people were behind the Kentucky bids is
absolutely wrong.

There may have been other midwestern bids other than Milwaukee, but I don't
remember hearing about them.  I tend to presupport all bids, except in
cases of past incompetence.  There WAS an abortive bid for Autstralia in
'85, but I don't remember one for '84.

> have put on a good Worldcon, but if they wanted to bid for one, it would
> have been nice to have seen them bidding all along (since 1985 or 1986,
> like the 4 or 5 original bids), rather than coming in at the last minute
> and trying to sandbag a perceived-weak Canadian bid.

Facts please.  I don't remember hearing about Winnipeg until about 1987.
And accusing the Kentucky folks of "sandbagging" isn't fair either.
Winnipeg won fair and square.  No one is accusing them of doing anything
dishonest.  Why must you imply the folks in Kentucky did?

Laurie_MannVOS@vos.stratus.com
lmann@jjmhome.uucp

------------------------------

Date: 28 Sep 91 00:00:52 GMT
From: jacobus@mentor.cc.purdue.edu (Bryan J. Maloney)
Subject: The Con with no date.

Announcing the intent to announce the formal announcement of a possible con
to be held this spring (last week in March or weekend before).

The name:  Wabashcon.
The place:  Lafayette, Indiana.
The date:  We're working that out with the site owners at the moment.
The theme: Not a very silly con, but not a very serious one.  We want to
           look at some of the issues of SF/F, but not get pedantic,
           either. 

Confirmed GOHs:  Filk: Micheal Longcor
                 Art: Kirsten Jacobus
                 Misc. or Writer:  William "Ice Prophet" Forstchen

Tentative GOHs:  Writer:  Joel "Guardians of the Flame" Rosenberg
                 Fan:  Mark Gellis (Hi Mark.  Hope we ask you before
			you read this.)
                 Gaming:  Dan Lawrence (ditto to Dan), designer of the
                        AdventureQuest system.

Other stuff:  A filk room.
              A movie room.  (perhaps with a theme, too)
              A gaming ghetto (where they won't bother us fen)
              Some panels                                            
              A hucksters room

Membership costs:  Tentatively $10.00 or $12.00 in advance and more at the
                   door (by two or three bucks).

Okay, so it's not going to be a BIG event, but it's our first try, so we're
going for the small, simple, keep us from going too far into the red
premise.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

       Miscellaneous - Hard SF (11 msgs) & Mailing Lists (3 msgs) &
                       Armeggedon Stories & Population Decline in SF

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 91 15:25:13 GMT
From: RMG3@psuvm.psu.edu
Subject: Hard SF? 

jcr@MBUNIX.MITRE.ORG (Rogers) says:
>Can anybody recommend relatively recent (last 5-10 years) hard SF that's
>really rigorous and CORRECT? One thing about Niven - he was rigorous.
>Sure, he'd have totally wacked-out ingredients in his stories - stuff like
>scrith, general products hulls, teleportation booths. But these "magical"
>elements would be strictly circumscribed; the rest of the universe would
>follow known physical laws, and the phenomena he described would be worked
>out to a fair level of detail. 

  For all their reputation for hard SF, Niven and Heinlein have blown basic
physics also.  Heinlein in _The Cat who Walks through Walls_ (or something
approximating that) has the tidal force being an inverse square.  It is
inverse cube.  (Reality check, earth tides are primarily lunar rather than
solar) Niven's _Neutron Star_ (short story) is almost hopeless for its
misunderstanding of tides (it's a nice story, but you have to ignore
physics to enjoy it).  More recently, Niven was had characters (in Integral
Trees/Smoke Ring) swimming in spheres of water a few hundred meters across.

  The water (he explicitly states) was keeping its shape from surface
tension.  (Aside - the sphere in question is in near zero g).  This won't
work by several orders of magnitude.  The force from surface tension is
inversely proportional to radius.  Gravity is irrelevant.  By the time you
get to a sphere hundreds of meters across, exhaling in the general
direction of the water will blow apart the sphere.  (This effect is why
raindrops are no more than a few millimeters, while hail can be
centimeters, across)

  Clarke, I don't remember catching making any basic mistakes (in his
fiction, one of his nonfiction books messes up some basic oceanography).

  A recent hard SF person that I haven't caught making basic mistakes is
Charles Sheffield.

  Almost everybody who mentions tides, gets them wrong.  Ditto meteorology,
oceanography, and fluid dynamics (fundamental for the previous three).

Bob Grumbine

------------------------------

Date: 13 Sep 91 20:05:38 GMT
From: gibson@crisium.geop.ubc.ca (Brad Gibson)
Subject: Re: Hard SF?

Best bets for recent hard, rigorous, correct SF would have to include works
by Gregory Benford (UC, Irvine) and the recent novel by what's his name (a
physicist) from U.Washington who was nominated for a Campbell Award this
year.  Also, check out Carl Sagan's "Contact" ... much of the black hole
physics for this novel was worked out by Kip Thorne (as in Misner, Thorne &
Wheeler "Gravitation" - aka "The Bible").

Brad K. Gibson
Dept. of Geophysics & Astronomy            
#129-2219 Main Mall
University of British Columbia      
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada
V6T 1Z4
INTERNET: gibson@geop.ubc.ca
BITNET:   userbgib@ubcmtsg.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 91 01:11:25 GMT
From: neufeld@aurora.physics.utoronto.ca (Christopher Neufeld)
Subject: Re: Hard SF?

   To this list of authors going out of their way to get the science right,
let me add Michael McCollum, James P. Hogan (most of the time), Charles
Sheffield (seconding a previous mention), Dean Ing, and my personal
favorite, Timothy Zahn. Everybody's going to goof up once in a while, but
these fellows do it less often than most.
   In the "where does he stand" category, I nominate Roger MacBride Allen,
for writing which is at times appalling in its scientific blundering
(_Torch of Honor_ et seq) and sometimes reasonably well thought out, as in
_Farside Cannon_. His novel _The Ring of Charon_ didn't grate on my nerves
either, so it at least encouraged suspension of disbelief.

Christopher Neufeld
neufeld@aurora.physics.utoronto.ca
cneufeld@{pnet91,pro-cco}.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Sep 91 02:45:56 GMT
From: schmunk@spacsun.rice.edu (Robert Schmunk)
Subject: Re: Hard SF? 

neufeld@aurora.physics.utoronto.ca (Christopher Neufeld) writes:
>    To this list of authors going out of their way to get the science
> right, let me add Michael McCollum, James P. Hogan (most of the time),
> Charles Sheffield (seconding a previous mention), Dean Ing, and my
> personal favorite, Timothy Zahn. Everybody's going to goof up once in a
> while, but these fellows do it less often than most.

And let me add to the list of nominees, Barton and Capobianco, authors of
the recent FELLOW TRAVELER, and several other near future very hard SF
tales.

BTW, this thread started off on Steele's CLARK COUNTY. I might as well
mention that Steele's new book just came out. This one's called LUNAR
DESCENT.

Robert B. Schmunk
SPAC
Rice Univ.
Box 1892
Houston, TX 77251
(713) 527-4939
schmunk@vega.rice.edu
schmunk@spacsun.rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: 15 Sep 91 02:13:13 GMT
From: gsmith@concour.cs.concordia.ca
Subject: Re: Hard SF??

gibson@crisium.geop.ubc.ca (Brad Gibson) writes:
>Best bets for recent hard, rigorous, correct SF would have to include
>works by Gregory Benford (UC, Irvine) and the recent novel by what's his
>name (a physicist) from U.Washington who was nominated for a Campbell
>Award this year.  Also, check out Carl Sagan's "Contact" ... much of the
>black hole physics for this novel was worked out by Kip Thorne (as in
>Misner, Thorne & Wheeler "Gravitation" - aka "The Bible").

I've said it before and I'll say it again - this stuff is not "hard" or
"rigorous". It's not up to the level of speculative science, it's certainly
not up to the level of "rigor" in any real sense. Kip Thorne's contribution
to Sagan's book did not prevent it from being a preposterous exercise in
quasi-scientific drivel. Benford makes errors that anyone with an advanced
degree should be drawn and quartered for making. At least you didn't drag
in Robert L. "I'm a mathematical idiot" Forward.

The fact that an author has a PhD usually seems to encourage rather than
prevent their exposition of deranged rubbish. I would say read this stuff
*as fiction*, and don't take the "science" seriously, and especially don't
take the "mathematics" (God help us!) seriously.

Gene Ward Smith
Brahms Gang
CICMA
Concordia University 
gsmith@concour.cs.concordia.ca

------------------------------

Date: 15 Sep 91 22:21:03 GMT
From: doom@leland.stanford.edu (Joseph Brenner)
Subject: Re: Hard SF?

jcr@MBUNIX.MITRE.ORG (Rogers) writes:
>Can anybody recommend relatively recent (last 5-10 years) hard SF that's
>really rigorous and CORRECT?

Gregory Benford's ACROSS THE SEA OF SUNS.  A really beautiful job, by a
professional physicist who can also write (when he takes the time).

A hell of a lot better than Niven, that's for sure. 

------------------------------

Date: 16 Sep 91 14:51:22 GMT
From: craigb@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Subject: Re: Hard SF? (Was Allan Steele

neufeld@aurora.physics.utoronto.ca (Christopher Neufeld) writes:
>    To this list of authors going out of their way to get the science
> right, let me add Michael McCollum, James P. Hogan (most of the time),

A pity that the science seems to take precedence over the writing. I Have
been struggling through McCollum's _The Clouds of Saturn_ recently; the
science may be great, but the depthless characters, the hackneyed style,
and the stupid premise on which the novel is based, and the utter lack of
originality in the plot make me understand why it was available cheap in
the "used" section.

Hogan is (IMHO) a little better (his plots and ideas tend to be more
original (I think _Thrice Upon A Time_ was the first novel ever to use idea
of a black hole causing problems at the center of the earth, a premise that
was recently stolen by another, even lesser "hard-SF" writer)), but his
characterization tends towards the 1-dimensional, especially in his novels.
His short stories are better, I think; and the Prologue to _Code of the
Lifemaker_ is great fun! :-)

Craig Becker
Object Technology Products
craigb@ot.vnet.ibm.com 

------------------------------

Date: 17 Sep 91 18:41:18 GMT
From: todd@reed.edu (Todd Ellner)
Subject: Re: Hard SF?

>Can anybody recommend relatively recent (last 5-10 years) hard SF that's
>really rigorous and CORRECT?

When people talk about hard SF they usually mean physics or chemistry.
There are a couple of really good hard SF books that deal with _biology_
and _ecology_. Not books by the base pair cowboy cyberpunks who say "DNA"
"nano-tech" "artificial organs", and wave their magic wands but real hard
biology that is true to the priciples. My favorites are "Courtship Rite" by
Donald Kingsbury, and the two books "Toolmaker's Koan" and "The Helix and
the Sword" by John McLouglin (sp?).  Also, lest we forget, Frank Herbert,
especially the short story "Seed Stock".

Todd Ellner
...tektronix!reed!todd
todd@reed.BITNET
todd@reed.UUCP

------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 91 08:30:27 GMT
From: stuart@rennet.cs.wisc.edu (Stuart Friedberg)
Subject: Re: Hard SF?

todd@reed.edu (Todd Ellner) writes:
> When people talk about hard SF they usually mean physics or chemistry.
> There are a couple of really good hard SF books that deal with _biology_
> and _ecology_.

It's depressing that he doesn't mention anything by Hal Clement.  After
all, the ecological consequences of two- and three-constituent phase
diagrams show up in most of his books.  And they *all* center around
biological and ecological effects of some physical or chemical parameter.

(I suppose I should mention that most of Clement's characters are fairly
cardboard.  But the science doesn't get any harder...)

Stu Friedberg
stuart@cs.wisc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Sep 91 01:16:23 GMT
From: kfree@pnet01.cts.com (Kenneth Freeman)
Subject: Re: Hard SF?

Greg Bear's _Blood Music_ and Preuss' _Human Error_ are possibles.

UUCP: {hplabs!hp-sdd ucsd nosc}!crash!pnet01!kfree
ARPA: crash!pnet01!kfree@nosc.mil
INET: kfree@pnet01.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Sep 91 15:48:26 GMT
From: wcstom@alfred.ccs.carleton.ca (Tom Hamill)
Subject: Re: Hard SF? 

todd@reed.edu (Todd Ellner) writes:
[deleted discourses about Hal Clement's fiction]

>Unfortunately they were all execrably written as well. Oh well, good
>science fiction can be good science or good fiction. It is rarely both

I tried, honestly, I really, really tried to let this statement go by
without comment.  I thought a good night's sleep would help, but, alas, it
jumped back up and hit me in the face when I logged on again this morning,
and I won't be able to enjoy the weekend unless I make some response.  It
hurts me to do so.  The last thing I want to do is revive the flame war
that burned out of control all summer about good fiction, literature, etc.,
etc.

BUT...[I'm only lighting a tiny candle...I hope]...The statement, arguably,
*might* apply to a lot of SF written 30+ years ago, but it is most
certainly an idiotic perception in light of most of what has been written
since then.  Try Gregory Benford, Robert L. Forward, Charles Sheffield,
David Brin, William Gibson, Arthur C. Clarke, Walter Jon Williams(is that
right?), James Hogan, Bruce Sterling, and the list goes on and on.  I
refuse, absolutely REFUSE to get drawn into any sort of discussion about
whether these authors, or any others for that matter, can be/should be
considered hard SF writers, nor will I discuss relative merits of their
individual works - all this has been done to death over and over again and
is mostly subjective anyway.  What I do hope is that you read some of these
people and then see if you still feel the same way, and if so, perhaps you
would be better off reading a genre totally unrelated to SF.

wcstom@ccs.carleton.ca
Tom Hamill

------------------------------

Date: 20 Sep 91 19:21:12 GMT
From: jeremy@milton.u.washington.edu (Jeremy York)
Subject: Beanworld

An e-mail newsletter devoted to Larry Marder's Tales of the Beanworld has
started up, and the first subscriber-authored issue has come out.  The
newsletter is called "Gunk'l'dunk", it will come out approximately every
two weeks, and is currently edited by Jeremy York
(jeremy@stat.washington.edu).  Please send e-mail if you'd like to be added
to the list of subscriber/contributers.

So, what's the Beanworld all about, anyway?  Well, it's a black and white
comic that comes out irregularly, published by Eclipse Comics.  The artist
draws from influences that include American Indian art and mythos, Marcel
Duchamp, George Herriman, the Three Stooges, and his own fertile
imagination.

The comic is drawn very simply and evocatively; the stories are strange
without being dark and cynical like so many of the "new comics".  Reading
Beanworld is not so much following a plot, as watching a process unfold,
and learning little pieces here and there about how the process works.  In
the author's words, "Beanworld is about the affinity of life."

To illustrate, look at the starring character : the basic food chain of the
Beanworld.  It works like this: Gran'Ma'Pa provides a sprout-butt.  The
beans take the sprout-butt to the Hoi-Polloi Ring Herd and perform a
violent exchange that nets the beans a supply of chow.  The beans then soak
in the dissolved chow to gain their nourishment.  The Hoi-Polloi turn the
sprout-butt into more chow.

The food chain is simple at first glance, but then you have to ask what the
Hoi-Polloi get in the exchange, what does Gran'Ma'Pa get out of this, and
just who ARE all these players?  The brief description also doesn't reveal
the balance of the system, and how it might respond to stress.  That is
what is explored in "Tales of the Beanworld".

If you're interested, look for Tales of the Beanworld in your comics shops;
the most recent issue is #19, and back issues will be helpful in
understanding it.  Perhaps the best thing to do is to hunt down a copy of
the first Beanworld trade paperback, which retails for $10-12.  It collects
the first four issues of Beanworld.  A second trade paperback, collecting
#5 - #7, is due out in November.

(written with help from  Tim Tjarks (tjarks@iedit1.att.com))

jeremy@stat.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 91 05:29:01 GMT
From: Kay.Shapero@f524.n102.z1.fidonet.org (Kay Shapero)
Subject: FILK!

Rick Ellis, bless him, has volunteered to pass on the FILK fidonet echo
that I moderate as a mailing list.  So if you're interested, send your
address to filk-request@ofa123.fidonet.org and join in on the fun.  Current
traffic is between 10-20 messages per day.

Kay Shapero
Kay.Shapero@f524.n102.z1.fidonet.org

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 91 06:22:44 GMT
From: phoenix@ms.uky.edu
Subject: Small digest/mailing list.

   I run a small mail-based digest for elves and interested observers. It
has been in existence for a couple of years now, but has not been posted
about in public before. We have an open membership policy, so if you're
interested in being added to the distribution list, please let me know.
   Details will be made available upon request.

phoenix@ms.uky.edu
editor@lorbit.UUCP
sumax!polari!lorbit!editor

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 91 22:43:14 GMT
From: behre@sal-sun40.usc.edu (Charles Behre)
Subject: Armeggedon Stories

I was wondering if anybody out there could suggest some novels or
collections dealing with "end of the world","fall of civilization", etc.
stories.  I'll list the ones I have already read:
   Footfall, Lucifer's Hammer by L. Niven and J. Pournelle
   A World Out of Time by L. Niven
   The Postman, Earth by D. Brin
   Land's End by F. Pohl and J. Williamson
   Midas World, Homegoing by F. Pohl
   Nuclear War  ed. by G. Benford/M. H. Greenberg/M. Waugh
   What If You Were The Last Man On Earth?  ed. by Asimov/Greenberg/Waugh
   Armeggedon: There Will Be War IX, 
   After Armeggedon: TWBW X  ed. by J. Pournelle and J. Carr
   Worlds Apart by J. Haldeman
   Emprise by M. P. Kobe-McDowell
   The Folk of the Fringe by O. S. Card
I am not looking to read everyone that exists.  I'd appreciate suggestions
for high quality books that deal with this or similar themes.

Chip

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 91 22:54:17 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Population decline in SF

   There are many books about the possible effects of overpopulation. I
wonder how many are there deal with the other extreme, a world with very
few people in it. After all the First and Second Worlds don't reproduce
fast enough to replace the current population, and if the rest of the world
were (or could) follow suit, we might find in a few centuries that we had
problems stemming from the effects of population implosion. I can think of
a few books like that: Gryphon, Greybeard, a few others. Can anyone think
of other worlds in SF with few people because of low birthrates?

James nicoll

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	  Books - Anthony (4 msgs) & Asimov & Eddings (2 msgs) &
                  Foster (2 msgs) & Gerrold & Jordon & Kurtz &
                  Leigh & McCaffrey (3 msgs) & Request Answer

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 91 12:37:03 GMT
From: mab@buphy.bu.edu (Michael Burstein)
Subject: Piers Anthony

In response to jdeitch@umiami.miami.edu, who noticed the parallels between
Xanth and the state of Florida:

If you look in one of the earlier Xanth novels (such as A Spell for
Chameleon), you will discover a map of Xanth which shows that it is shaped
just like the state of Florida in Mundania.  Anthony tends to parallel the
state's features in many of his geographic locales.  Even the Gap Chasm
supposedly has a parallel - a set of railroad tracks that cut right
through the middle of the state.

Michael A. Burstein
Department of Physics
Boston University                        
590 Commonwealth Ave.                    
Boston MA 02215
mab@buphy.bu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 91 16:55:18 GMT
From: ketter@mdd.comm.mot.com (Cindy Ketterling)
Subject: Re: Piers Anthony

mab@BUPHY.BU.EDU (Michael Burstein) writes:
>in many of his geographic locales.  Even the Gap Chasm supposedly has a
>parallel - a set of railroad tracks that cut right through the middle of
>the state.

Just to set the record straight: most of the Xanth flora and fauna are
taken from Piers' own back yard.  And I mean that literally.  He owns a
substantial chunk (100+ acres) of Florida forestland.  And the Gap is based
on an old railroad cutting which runs through his own yard about 300 feet
from the house.  (You see the same cutting in Shade Of The Tree.)  Sorry to
disappoint you, but the cutting does NOT run all the way across the state.

ketter@mdd.comm.mot.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 91 03:29:03 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: Anthony

I have just read the latest Xanth book, "Question Quest".  It reminds me
more of his later Incarnation books than any other Xanth book.  In
particular, the way he reiterates all the happenings of all the previous
Xanth books (so if you desire a synopsis this is it), is just like "For
Love of Evil".

It is rather a thrown-together book.  It starts out with a typical Xanth
story with someone looking for the answer-magician Humphrey.  Then comes
the fairy-tale young adulthood of Humphrey, fun to read, but amazingly
similar in tone to the beginnings of "Green Mother" and "Love Evil".
Quickly the book turns into a retelling of Humphrey's involvement in every
single Xanth book from his own point of view.  This is quick-moving, but
quite tedious, being rather like the outline of history by dates you find
in the almanac.

One good thing about the book - it doesn't cater to feminists.  There is
one woman who believes herself wasted because she is 30 and unmarried.  And
5 or 6 good women agree to alternate as Humphrey's wives: one is his wife
for 2 weeks, then the next takes her place, and after about 3 months he is
back with his original wife and the cycle starts over again.

But the style was TOO much like his "Love Evil" book, so I felt I was
practically reading the same thing.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 91 20:15:05 GMT
From: kimi@ablnc.att.com (Kimiye)
Subject: Re: Anthony

dave@GERGO.TAMU.EDU writes:
>jdeitch@umiami.ir.miami.edu:
>>I know that Anthony makes his home in Florida, but I never noticed all
>>the references to the state.  His new book, Question Quest, is just
>>littered with them.  Has anyone else noticed this ?
>
>Yup. I'm sure everyone who has read Anthony has noticed this. It's not
>very subtle at all. The Gap in Xanth is an old abandoned railway trench.
>Read

Heck, in one of those endless Xanth books, there is a map which
unmistakeably has the limp organ shape of my sunny adopted home state.  The
Gap is not an abandoned trench, but can be laid on top of a Florida map and
recognized as Interstate 4 running between Tampa and Orlando.  Maybe
there's a trench next to it, I don't know.

I'll be in Tampa Oct 12-13 for Necronomicon.  Anthony is supposed to be
there, as is guest of honor Barbara Hambly.  Anybody have any questions
you'd like me to ask and report to the net?  No, I will not buy books, get
them autographed, and mail them to you.  Sheesh! :-)

Kimiye Tipton
Maitland, FL
att!ablnc!kimi
kimi@ablnc.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 91 05:16:14 GMT
From: jhitch@pnet01.cts.com (Jeffrey Hitchin)
Subject: Oh, no, not another one!

I just found out that Asimov has written another Foundation book and it
will be out in December.  There is a novella from it in the last issue of
IAsfm.  The book takes place between Prelude to Foundation and Foundation.

Personally, I'm getting a little tired of the Grand Unification Theory he's
working on here.  I was hoping for something new.  Oh, well.

UUCP: {hplabs!hp-sdd ucsd nosc}!crash!pnet01!jhitch
ARPA: crash!pnet01!jhitch@nosc.mil
INET: jhitch@pnet01.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 91 11:39:33 GMT
From: IO80035@maine.maine.edu
Subject: THE SEERESS OF KELL

As most of you know THE SEERESS OF KELL has finally made it to the book
stores during the later part of the summer.  Has anyone read it?  I'm
curious to hear what people think about it.  Personnally, I loved the
BELGARIAD.  However, so far the MALOREAN seems to be a rehash of what went
before.  The names have been rearranged, but the plot remains the same.
Talk to me!  Let me know how you feel.

Butch

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 91 17:26:00 GMT
From: beckerdj@udavxb.oca.udayton.edu ("Boomer")
Subject: Re: THE SEERESS OF KELL

To put it bluntly, without spoilers, Eddings needs a break from writing
because the Mallorean was a big disapointment in general.

Minor SPOILERS to follow:

The series started out alright I suppose.  Book 1 skims over about 10 or so
years highlighting interesting parts of the character's lives.  The
rational for the rest of the series is weak, but what are you going to do?

Book 2 introduces the new people.  Badly.  Most of the new crowd overlap
the abilites of the old one so Eddings feels compeled to downplay what the
old crowd could do.

Books 3 & 4 were a severe disappointment.  NOTHING happened.  They get
closer to the goal, bump off a couple of bad guys and that's it.  The
characters make funny witicisms to each other, hoo-ray.  Eddings' editor
seems to have taken a 3 year vacation because the dialog is the same all
the way through.  Sure he gives a few guys an accent here and there, but
the topics of conversation and the vocabulary is identical thoroughout.  I
realize that its because the same guy wrote it, but this is what I thought
the editor was supposed to do, take care of needless repetition.

Book 5.  Sigh.  The first half is, you guessed it, the same as 3 and 4.
Belgarion and company seem to have completley resigned themselves to the
prophecy, and become 100% fatalists, in action if not in word.  I will
admit that the explanation of the event is interesting, a lot more
interesting than the event itself I might add.

In general the Malorean was dull and uninspired.  I don't recommend buying
any of them.  The key thing that kept me going through Book 4 was "At least
I borrowed this from the library."

A shame because I really liked the Belgariad.

Derek Becker
BECKERDJ@UDAVXB.OCA.UDAYTON.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 91 00:42:24 GMT
From: gmark@cbnewse.cb.att.com (gilbert.m.stewart)
Subject: Morphodite?

A few months ago (or maybe last year?) I saw an Alan Dean Foster book by
the title Morphodite.  I recently finished lots of other reading I had and
decided to get it, but it's disappeared entirely.  I mean totally.  I can't
seem to order it, it doesn't appear on any lists, it's not mentioned in any
of the other Foster books as "other titles by..."  What gives?  Am I crazy?
Anybody part with a copy?  Know who I should meet on a dark corner with
unmarked bills?

GMS
200 Park Plaza
Naperville, Il 60566
708.979.0914
ihlpq!gmark

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 91 03:43:20 GMT
From: whit@milton.u.washington.edu (John Whitmore)
Subject: Re: Morphodite?

gmark@cbnewse.cb.att.com (gilbert.m.stewart) writes:
>A few months ago (or maybe last year?) I saw an Alan Dean Foster book by
>the title Morphodite. ... decided to get it, but it's disappeared
>entirely.  I mean totally.  I can't seem to order it

   _Morphodite_, and the sequels _Transformer_ and _Preserver_ are by M. A.
Foster, not Alan Dean Foster.  They're good reading, but it's kind of hard
to identify with the protagonist.  He/she is a complete cipher, in fact.

John Whitmore

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 91 20:27:24 GMT
From: gordon@nomad.scg.hac.com (Gordon Barbay)
Subject: Re: Gerrold's 4th Chtorr novel?

kuryakin@bcstec.boeing.com (Rick Pavek) writes:
>Weeeeell, if you look in the back of the original trade paperback, the
>name of the {??}last one will be "A Time for Triumph".  Guess he decided
>he

At an autograph party a couple years ago (when the Chtorr series was
re-issued) Gerrold said the fifth book would be called "A Time for
Treason".  I wonder if he changed his mind or if he is just playing the
same game George Lucas played with Star Wars (Revenge/Return of the Jedi).

Gordon

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 91 20:26:43 GMT
From: gquy@vax5.cit.cornell.edu
Subject: Re: Dragon Reborn (spoiler)

pgb1@Isis.MsState.Edu (Patrick Bridges) writes: 
SPOILERS FOLLOW!!

> If you recall, I don't remember exactly where, I think either one of the
> Aes Sedai, Lanfear, or the Child of the Light traitor that hinted that
> he/she foreswore all previous oaths by swearing to Shai'tan. I would
> think that the power of the oath to the Dark One indirectly, or his power
> directly, would be enough to break the previous oath, even if sworn on a
> ter'angreal.  Remember, Even if the Baal'zammon in the book is only
> Ishmael, He was stil one of the most powerful Aes Sedai from the Age of
> Legends, which makes him one of the most powerful Aes Sedai ever.

I guess this is the most likely explanation.  However, it seems to me that
Shai'tan has very little direct power as of yet in manipulating events.
His possession and use of Ishmael being the main (maybe only) outlet.

Also, the ter'angreal is from the age of legends, presumably made by
powerful channelers of the time, and it seems to me that this artifact
would be of limited use if its effects could be broken by other
channellers.  And, since it has been used by the Aes Sedai, it seems clear
that they were unable to cancel its effects.  Of course, a point was made
that the current Aes Sedai are much weaker than of old; with Egwene, Elayne
and especially Nyaeve being more powerful than most, if not all, of the
current members.

As far as the power of the oath to Shai'tan.  This seems to have little
more effect than giving him some sort of claim to the oath givers soul.
The Forsaken, for example Lanfear, seem able to do pretty much what they
wish; it is just the fear of punishment that keeps them in line.  The same
with the Child of Light traitor; fear, and the promise of rewards are all
the power over him that Shai'tan has.

Sean

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 91 16:22:49 GMT
From: lim@maplenut.cns.udel.edu (Julie Lim)
Subject: Re: What happened to Katheryn Kurtz?!

stowe@unix.cis.pitt.edu (James M Stowe) writes:
>Does anyone out in Netland know when the next installment in the current
>Deryni trilogy is due out?  The folks at my local Waldenbooks show nothing
>forthcoming from K. Kurtz.  Does Anyone know differently?

   _King Javan's Year_, and, after it, _The Bastard Prince_, will be
published Real Soon - next June for _Year_, I *think*. I'll go home and
look up my postcard from KK.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 91 20:57:30 GMT
From: webber@world.std.com (Robert D Webber)
Subject: Re: Review: Alien Tongue

cplma@marlin.jcu.edu.au (Lynn Alford) writes:
>eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond) writes:
>>    Why don't the aliens work?  Start with one irritating biological
>>detail.  They're avians, and like Earth birds they are supposed to
>>defecate casually and reflexively wherever they are, leaving their floors
>>and public spaces encrusted with birdshit.  Now, if there is one iron law
>>in biology it's that organisms cannot tolerate an environment overloaded
>>with their own waste products (because if they could, the waste would
>>have been metabolized to something useful rather than wasted).
>
>Usually, biological problems in a story drive me up the wall, but I could
>live with this one.  Why?  Have you ever looked at where pigeons like to
>roost in cities?  They usually roost together, in large groups, and in the
>same area all the time.  The encrusted birdshit is pretty incredible to
>look at but they seem to be able to tolerate that quite well.  Perhaps
>these aliens had pigeon-types as ancestors.

(George Robbins notes that the same thing is true of cavebats.  So, too of)
Monkeys can also make the area underneath their habitat really nasty, and
will pick food up out of their faeces and eat it.  However, monkeys and
pigeons live _above_ the surfaces that are bemerded: the "avians" in this
novel are groundwalkers, for the most part.  It really is irritating.

On the other hand, I REALLY enjoyed the Rudy Rucker essay at the back.  In
fact I disenjoyed Leigh's earlier novel, _The Bones of God_ so much that
only the Rucker essay persuaded me to by it.  The Asimov essay was
pointless maundering.

Bob Webber
webber@world.std.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 91 23:53:08 GMT
From: fscem1@acad3.alaska.edu
Subject: Re: The Rowan

Yeeks.  I didn't think _The Rowan_ was THAT bad.  It wasn't an all-time
great, but come on, give the lady a break.  Half the book _was_ an old
story she wrote (if you want to read it, it's in _Get Off the Unicorn_) and
the story wasn't that fantastic to start with.  I wouldn't have missed it
if she hadn't written _The Rowan_ but it wasn't THAT bad.

Should I start ducking flames now?

Cheers.

Catie

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 91 15:13:46 GMT
From: grr@cbmvax.commodore.com (George Robbins)
Subject: Re: The Rowan

fscem1@acad3.alaska.edu writes:
> Yeeks.  I didn't think _The Rowan_ was THAT bad.  It wasn't an all-time
> great, but come on, give the lady a break.  Half the book _was_ an old
> story she wrote (if you want to read it, it's in _Get Off the Unicorn_)
> and the story wasn't that fantastic to start with.  I wouldn't have
> missed it if she hadn't written _The Rowan_ but it wasn't THAT bad.
> 
> Should I start ducking flames now?

Uh, I like McCaffrey in most of her modes, but "The Rowan" was pretty sad.
I think her talents are displayed well in the pastoral/feudal environmnet
of Pern, her attempts at portraying more sophisticated cultures and folk
are pretty lame.  This is also pretty evident in the "Generation Warriors"
series, but I had optimistically attributed it to the effects of
collaboration.

It did serve to pass time time on a flight to Denver, but I was pretty
disappointed.

George Robbins
uucp:   {uunet|pyramid|rutgers}!cbmvax!grr
domain: grr@cbmvax.commodore.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 91 19:36:25 GMT
From: mas@calmasd.prime.com (Marisa SorBello)
Subject: Anne McCaffrey/Pern

Please forgive me if this has been discussed a lot (is there a FAQL?) but,
in my excitement over the long-awaited sequel the "The White Dragon" I
wondered if anyone has any information regarding conventions where Pern is
a main or only topic.  According to the jacket cover for "The Renegades
of Pern" there has been such a thing, and I'd love to go to one.  Does
anyone know of any planned, or sf/fantasy conventions where Pern might be a
major topic and Ms. McCaffrey a speaker?

Please e-mail to mas@calmasd.prime.com.  Thanks for any help!

Marisa

------------------------------

Date: 29 Sep 91 22:10:25 GMT
From: John.Hughes@clubzen.fidonet.org (John Hughes)
Subject: Re: Neeeeext question!

bbs.draco@doomsday.Spies.COM writes:
>Author unknown, title unknown but possibly something like _Countdown to
>Downtime_.  The plot concerns a future society with a global computer,
>committing Hitler-remeniscent crimes, especially to people who have more
>than one offspring.  The hero of the story is an unplanned kid who's
>captured and sent to a sort of concentration camp, where he undergoes
>(blah blah blah) tortures, then goes on to save the world.  Sounds pretty
>hokey, and it is, but I need the reference for a project...  And no, it
>isn't by OSCard.  Thanks.

_Sea of Glass_  Barry B. Longyear, ISBN 0 09 9589702

He doesn't exactly just "save the world", he starts a process that kills a
majority of all the people in it, that might save the world.

A pretty good story I think, not hokey at all.  The way the hero is forced
to change his mind about the necessity of the system that throws him into a
concentration camp at the age of seven, and the way he is mentaly screwed
up by the change is rather well done.  I like all the film references too.

John Hughes
11 rue Castex
F-75004 Paris, France

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	       Books - Anthony & Asimov & Eddings (5 msgs) &
                       Foster (2 msgs) & Kurtz (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 7 Oct 91 21:03:19 GMT
From: jbarron@vax1.umkc.edu
Subject: Re:Anthony

In your opinion, was For Love of Evil worth reading for its different view
point on the events, and the new explanation and association with Parry, or
would you rather have gone on to the next book? (This is also to anyone who
has read Incarnations of Immortality) Also, when you stated that the novel
did not cater to feminists, where you stating that you believed that other
Incarnation books have done so. If so, in which books?  I would be
interested in hearing your opinions on these topics, and I would also like
to know as a new (relatively- 4yrs.)  reader of sci-fi, if there are any
fantasy writers that you would recommend.  The only other I have read is
Zelazny.

Thanks.

Jen

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 91 22:10:24 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.unh.edu
Subject: Recent Foundation novella

>Recent Foundation novella in IAMSF

   Where?  When?  How?  I don't subscribe to it and neither does my
library.  Could someone give me the title, approximate time period (or
actual date if one is given) and a short summary?  You should probably send
directly to me so as to not spoil it for others.

Thanks.

Jeff Delano

------------------------------

Date: 7 Oct 91 22:08:19 GMT
From: pgb1@ra.msstate.edu (Patrick Bridges)
Subject: Re: THE SEERESS OF KELL

IO80035@MAINE.MAINE.EDU writes:
>ragnarok@buhub.bradley.edu (Matthew Lathrum) says:
>>I thought it was a great series, both the Belgariad and the Mallorean.
>>Right now, I'm reading the Seeress of Kell, and it's really good....
>>Actually, I could almost say that the Mallorean is better than the
>>Belgarian - it seems deeper and with more thought put into it.
>
>I'll tell you what - you are the ONLY person who has responded to my post
>with this much vigor.  Most feel that the story is sadly lacking the
>original magic that the BELGARIAD had.  The same goes for the ELENIUM -
>same characters different names.  But it's good to see that someone really
>loves it.  Being an unpublished writer, I hate to see any of my idols get
>totally dumped on.

I liked the Belgariad, but the Mallorean was virtually a repeat of the
Belgariad. Same story, same characters, etc. I do like the Elenium, I don't
think it is like the Belgariad too much. At least it is only three books. I
got the impression in the Mallorean that Eddings intentionally stretched a
series to 5 books that he could have done in 2 or 3.  Incidentally, the
original Belgariad was published as 2 books in hardcover.  Edding's
conversation in the second series became trite and childish in nature. It
appears he was trying so hard to make the characters three dimensional
instead of just words on a page that he over did it. I found his characters
in the second series extremely predictable. I DID like the theory about
events repeating themselves until things were set right, but 5 books is a
little much just to demonstrate that. I had figured out the ending by the
middle of the third book. I think a more interesting storyline would have
been exploring what would have happened if BOTH prophesies had been
negated. That would be quite thought provoking. Anyway, enough for this
flame..

Patrick Bridges
patrick@erc.msstate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 91 00:57:55 GMT
From: brendan@cs.uq.oz.au (Brendan Mahony)
Subject: Re: THE SEERESS OF KELL(SPOILERS)

To me the "EVENT" was a real disappointment in the Mallorean. Most of the
story was reasonably engrossing, but the way the EVENT was resolved really
showed just how little justification there was for the whole story. When
Belgarion met Torak we got a good insight into precisely what the conflict
was and what factors in Gorion's personality helped him and what factors in
Torak's personality made him weak. When Cyradis makes her choice there is
no CHOICE, there is not one single reason proposed as to why she would
choose the Dark prophecy, unless she is keen on eternal torture and
slavery. There is no conflict, and no point to the whole story.

Brendan Mahony
Department of Computer Science
University of Queensland      
Australia                     
brendan@batserver.cs.uq.oz       

------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 91 04:06:18 GMT
From: pgb1@isis.msstate.edu (Patrick Bridges)
Subject: Re: THE SEERESS OF KELL(SPOILERS)

SPOILERS follow:

brendan@cs.uq.oz.au (Brendan Mahony) writes:
>To me the "EVENT" was a real disappointment in the Mallorean. Most of the
>story was reasonably engrossing, but the way the EVENT was resolved really
>showed just how little justification there was for the whole story. When
>Belgarion met Torak we got a good insight into precisely what the conflict
>was and what factors in Gorion's personality helped him and what factors
>in Torak's personality made him weak. When Cyradis makes her choice there
>is no CHOICE, there is not one single reason proposed as to why she would
>choose the Dark prophecy, unless she is keen on eternal torture and
>slavery. There is no conflict, and no point to the whole story.

Also, consider this:

1. Cyradis KNEW that the stars in Zandramas' (sp?) body were used to fill
   the hole left in the universe by the split, and knew this BEFORE she
   made her choice.
2. None of Garion's companions had stars on their bodies that we know of.
3. The hole in the Universe had to be filled. Cyradis KNEW this.

  Sounds like a pretty strong reason to choose AGAINST ole' starry skin.

Patrick Bridges
patrick@erc.msstate.edu
pgb1@ra.msstate.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 91 11:09:01 GMT
From: brianm@soda.berkeley.edu (Brian Markenson)
Subject: Re: THE SEERESS OF KELL(SPOILERS)

pgb1@Isis.MsState.Edu (Patrick Bridges) writes:
>SPOILERS follow:

>brendan@cs.uq.oz.au (Brendan Mahony) writes:
>>To me the "EVENT" was a real disappointment in the Mallorean. Most of the
>>story was reasonably engrossing, but the way the EVENT was resolved
>>really showed just how little justification there was for the whole
>>story. When Belgarion met Torak we got a good insight into precisely what
>>the conflict was and what factors in Gorion's personality helped him and
>>what factors in Torak's personality made him weak. When Cyradis makes her
>>choice there is no CHOICE, there is not one single reason proposed as to
>>why she would choose the Dark prophecy, unless she is keen on eternal
>>torture and slavery. There is no conflict, and no point to the whole
>>story.
>
>Also, consider this:
>
>1. Cyradis KNEW that the stars in Zandramas' (sp?) body were used to fill
>   the hole left in the universe by the split, and knew this BEFORE she
>   made her choice.
>2. None of Garion's companions had stars on their bodies that we know of.
>3. The hole in the Universe had to be filled. Cyradis KNEW this.
>
>  Sounds like a pretty strong reason to choose AGAINST ole' starry skin.

Can anyone come up with ANY reason that Cyradis might have decided to
choose the Dark Prophecy?  Even though I enjoyed the books (I do like
Edding's writing style) I couldn't understand the point of the second
series.  It really did seem like a rehash, and the rationale for it seemed
to be lacking.  And seriously, is there ANYONE who didn't figure out who
the next Child of Light (and the next god) was going to be somewhere very
early in the series?  Sheesh, talk about predictable...
   I still liked it overall, though.  That series of books (The Belgariad
and the Mallorean) still holds its place among my favorite fantasy ever.
Close seconds are The Riftwar Saga, DragonLance CHRONICLES, and the
Dragonriders of Pern.
   I'm sure it's been done before, but why not ask anyway: what are some
people's favorite fantasy?  

Brian Markenson
brianm@soda.Berkeley.EDU
brianm@ocf.Berkeley.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 91 08:41:36 GMT
From: rhodar@sideways.welly.gen.nz (David Salmon)
Subject: Re: THE SEERESS OF KELL

I finally got to read 'The Seeress of Kell' a week and a helf ago. I rather
enjoyed it.  Eddings tries to get away with the feeling that everything is
a rehash by explaining that time has basically stopped until the accident
is fixed (I think that is explained in one of the earlier books of the
Malloreon) but this cute explanation doesn't really make up for the fact
that DE saw he could turn a 6 book series into two five book series (If you
read the flap of the British hardback editions of Pawn of Prophecy it says
that the Belgariad is 6 books.)

I must admit that I am also looking forward to The Sapphire Rose which
should be in America in January and most other places before Christmas
(supposedly this month in England and next month out here in New Zealand).
I think The Elenium is very well written and enjoy the characters.

BTW: There are still two more books on the cards for the
Belgariad-Malloreon series and another 3-part series is planned for the
world of the Elenium.  DE has already been paid the advance for these five
books so I would say start expecting them around the end of '92 of in '93.

Rhodar@sideways.welly.gen.nz

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 91 21:01:36 GMT
From: Waddell@knox.bitnet (Glenn Waddell Jr.)
Subject: Aliens III

Hello,
    I am a fan of Alan Dean Foster, (I know there are better authors, but I
like his stuff) and I wrote to him over the summer about some books I am
missing of his.  One of the little tidbits I found out was that the book to
Aliens III was coming out the same time as the movie, possibly in February.

Glenn Waddell Jr.
waddell@knox.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 7 Oct 91 04:00:00 GMT
From: Waddell@knox.bitnet (Glenn Waddell Jr.)
Subject: Alan Dean Foster List (verified)

  Due to the fact that I receive so many requests for this list, and the
fact that I do not know if our mailer here can send to some of the
addresses, I am posting this list of Alan Dean Foster books to the list.
This is a verified, truly up-to-date list of his books.  I verified it with
him over the summer, made the additions he suggested.
   If anyone would like to write to him, you can do what I did.  Just write
to ADF in care of one of his publishers.  I could give you his home address
which was on the letter he sent me, but I did not bring the letter with me
to the computor center.  Sorry.
   I do feel perfectly confident in saying that as of October 1991, this
list is totally correct.
   I hope this is what everyone wanted/expected.  Oh, by the way, I should
explain my notations.  If there is a date in parantheses, it means that
that is the date it was first published (i.e. (1894) means that the book
was first pub. in 1984). The edition numbers refer to the edition that I
personally own.

			  ALAN DEAN FOSTER BOOKS

SpellSinger Series

   Spellsinger, Warner Books, 1983, 347 pp.  1st ed.
   The Hour of the Gate, Warner Books, 1984,  300 pp.  1st ed.
   The Day of Dissonance, Warner Books, 1984,  292 pp.  1st ed.
   The Moment of the Magician, Warner Books, 1985, 312 pp. 1st ed.
   The Paths of the Perambulator, Warner Bks, 1986, 279 pp. 1st ed.
   The Time of the Transference, Warner Bks, 1987, 280 pp. 1st ed.

Stories of the Commonwealth

 The Adventures of Flinx of the Commonwealth

   For Love of Mother-Not, Del Rey, 1983, 247 pp. 1st ed.
   The Tar-Aiym Krang, Del Rey, (1972) 251 pp. 1983, 8th ed.
   Orphan Star, Del Rey, (1977) 234 pp. 1985, 9th ed.
   The End of the Matter, Del Rey, (1977) 246 pp. 1983 4th ed.
   Bloodhype, Del Rey, (1973) 249 pp. 1982 6th ed.
   Flinx in Flux, Del Rey, 1988, 324 pp. 1st ed.

 The Icerigger Trilogy

   Icerigger, Del Rey, (1974) 313 pp. 1987 11th ed.
   Mission to Moulokin, Del Rey, (1979) 294 pp. 1985 5th ed.
   The Deluge Divers, Del Rey, 1987, 311 pp. 1st ed.

 Misc.

   Midworld, Del Rey, (1976) 213 pp. 1983 3rd ed.
   Cachalot, Del Rey, 1980, 275 pp. 1st ed.
   Nor Crystal Tears, Del Rey, 1982, 231 pp. 1st ed.
   Voyage to the City of the Dead, 1984, 243 pp. 1st ed.
   Sentenced to Prism, Del Rey, 1985, 273 pp. 1st ed.

Non-Series Books

   The Man Who Used the Universe, Warner Bks, 1983, 316 pp. 1st ed.
   The I Inside, Warner Books, 1984, 311 pp. 1st ed.
   Slipt, Berkley Books, (1984), 265 pp. 1984 3rd ed.
   Into the Out Of, Warner Books, 1987, 376 pp. 1st ed.
   Glory Lane, Ace Books, 1987, 295 pp. 1st ed.
   Maori, Ace Books, 1988, 501 pp. 1st ed.
   To the Vanishing Point, Warner Bks, 1988, 275 pp. (Hardback ed.)
   Quozl, Ace Books, 1989, 344 pp. 1st ed. (with Flip-A-Mation)
   Cyber Way, Ace Books, 1990, 306 pp. 1st ed.
   Cat-a-lyst, Ace books, 1991, 325 pp. 1st ed.

Collections of Short Stories

   With Friends like these..., Del Rey, (1977) 232 pp. 1984 6th ed.
   ...Who Needs Enemies, Del Rey, 1984, 257 pp. 1st ed.
   The Metrognome and Other Stories, Del Rey, 1990, 243 pp. 1st ed.

Other works edited by ADF

   Smart Dragons, Foolish Elves, Ace, 1991, 340 pp. 1st ed., Edited by ADF
      and Martin Harry Greenberg.

Adaptations from other works

   Alien, Warner Books, 1979, 270 pp. 1st ed.
      (Based on the screenplay by Dan O'Bannon.)
   Aliens, Warner Books, 1986, 247 pp. 1st ed.
      (Based on the screenplay by James Cameron.)
   Alien Nation, Warner Books, 1988, 217 pp. 1st ed.
      (Based on the screenplay by Rockne S. O'Bannon.)
   Clash of the Titans, Warner Books, 1981, 304 pp. 1st ed.
      (Based on the screenplay by Beverley Cross.)
   The Black Hole, Del Rey, 1979, 213 pp. 1st ed.
      (Based on the screenplay by Jeb Rosebrook and Gerry Day.)
   Dark Star, Del Rey, (1974) 183 pp. 1978 3rd ed.
      (Adapted from a script by Dan O'Bannon and John Carpenter.)
   Krull, Warner Books, 1983, 237 pp. 1st ed.
      (Based on the screenplay by Stanford Sherman.)
   The Last Starfighter, Berkley, 1984, 218 pp. 1st ed.
      (Based on the screenplay by Jonathan Betuel.)
   Outland, Warner Books, 1981, 269 pp. 1st ed.
      (Based on the screenplay by Peter Hyams.)
   Shadowkeep, Warner Books, 1984, 243 pp. 1st ed.
      (Based on computor game 'Shadowkeep' created by Spinnaker
       Software Corporation.)
   Splinter of the Mind's Eye, Del Rey, 1978, 199 pp. 1st ed.
      (Based on characters created by George Lucas in Star Wars.
   Starman, Warner, 1984, 280 pp. 1st ed.
      (Based on the screenplay by Ray Gideon, Bruce Evans, and Dean
       Riesner.)

Misc. on Alan Dean Foster Books

   Gurps-Humanx, Steve Jackson Games, 1987.


Books that I need!

   A Call to Arms: Book one of The Damned, pub in 1991 in Hardback.
   --------------: Book two of the damned, pub in 1992 in Hardback.
   Aliens III,  movie adaptation, pub in 1992
   Luana, Screenplay adaptation, pub. by Ballantine Books.
   Pale Rider, Movie Adaptation, pub. by Warner Books
   The Thing, Movie Adaptation.
   Star Trek Logs 1 - 10 from animated TV show based upon characters 
      created by Gene Roddenberry.  pub. by Del Rey.

*******  THE FOLLOWING BOOKS WERE NOT WRITTEN BY ADF

   Gurps-For Love of Mother-Not, pub. by Steve Jackson Games.
   Guide to the Commonwealth  (this is a fan produced book. ADF did not 
      write this book.)

------------------------------

Date: 7 Oct 91 00:30:37 GMT
From: wlinden@panix.com (Will Linden)
Subject: Re: What happened to Katheryn Kurtz?!

 JAVAN'S YEAR has been turned in. With the accompaniments of the publishing
process, look for it some time next year.
 LODGE OF THE LYNX (second of The Hunting Lodge) is scheduled for June.
Consider your bookstore chastised.
 And I wish people would stop demanding "more Deryni!" so she would have
time to finish TWO CROWNS FOR AMERICA....

Will Linden
Internet: wlinden@panix.com
UUCP: ...cmcl2!panix!wlinden

------------------------------

Date: 7 Oct 91 18:30:41 GMT
From: eah4@po.cwru.edu (Elizabeth A. Hlabse)
Subject: Re: What happened to Katheryn Kurtz?!

Last I heard about Katherine was that she was due to have the next Deryni
book out sometime around Christmas - I don't know if it was before or
after.  The next in the Adept series was also due out relatively soon and a
book tentavily titled _A Crown for Two Kings_ set along the lines of
_Lammas Night_ but set during the American Revolution was in the works.  I
was going to see Katherine at a con this January, but it got cancelled for
some reason (DAMN).

If you want more current infromation you can write to her.  She's really
good about writing back to her fans.  If you're writing from someplace
other than the UK, send along a couple of postal reply coupons, it gets
rather expensive for her otherwise.

Her address is:

Katherine Kurtz
8 Genwoood, Herbert Road
Bray, Co. Wicklow
IRELAND

------------------------------
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Date: 1 Oct 91 15:30:15 GMT
From: ead1162@rigel.tamu.edu (DILLARD, EDGAR ARCHER, III)
Subject: Darkover problems

The big problem with Darkover series as I see it is that it seems too
definite militant feministic. I like the series very much also but it
really grates after awhile when you see male after male charater who if not
gay (no problem but tiresome afterwhile) is a creep. I would like to see
from her a straight well rounded good male who is effective. Even my
favorites Marion and brother got twisted or killed... Oh well.

Sandy

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 91 01:13:22 GMT
From: pfritsch@skid.ps.uci.edu (Paul Fritschle)
Subject: Re: Darkover problems

ead1162@rigel.tamu.edu (DILLARD, EDGAR ARCHER, III) writes:
>The big problem with Darkover series as I see it is that it seems too
>definite militant feministic. I like the series very much also but it
>really grates after awhile when you see male after male charater who if
>not gay (no problem but tiresome afterwhile) is a creep. I would like to
>see from her a straight well rounded good male who is effective. Even my
>favorites Marion and brother got twisted or killed... Oh well

What about Damon Ridenow or Andrew Carr in 'Spell Sword' and 'Forbidden
Tower', or Jeff Kerwin in 'The Bloody sun'? All three are straight, and are
effective characters.

Paul Fritschle
pfritsch@skid.PS.UCI.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 91 01:56:41 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Subject: Re: Darkover problems

pfritsch@skid.ps.uci.edu (Paul Fritschle) writes:
> ead1162@rigel.tamu.edu (DILLARD, EDGAR ARCHER, III) writes:
>>tiresome afterwhile) is a creep. I would like to see from her a straight
>>well rounded good male who is effective. Even my favorites Marion and
>>brother got twisted or killed... Oh well.
>
> What about Damon Ridenow or Andrew Carr in 'Spell Sword' and 'Forbidden
> Tower', or Jeff Kerwin in 'The Bloody sun'? All three are straight, and
> are effective characters.

   Aren't these early books?  This problem basically grows through MZBs
career and I find the early stuff much better than the later for mostly
this reason.  The same problem seems to be infecting Ursula Le Guin and
Anne McCaffrey.  Sigh, good authors letting politics/crusading/soap-boxing
lessen their writing ability.  Spider Robinson, Alan Dean Foster, and
Heinlein being other examples.  _Night of Power_, _Quozl_, and _Job: A
Comedy of Justice_ being my last respectively of those three.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 91 05:40:29 GMT
From: djheydt@garnet.berkeley.edu
Subject: Re: Darkover problems

parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu writes:
>pfritsch@skid.ps.uci.edu (Paul Fritschle) writes:
>> ead1162@rigel.tamu.edu (DILLARD, EDGAR ARCHER, III) writes:
>>>tiresome afterwhile) is a creep. I would like to see from her a straight
>>>well rounded good male who is effective. Even my favorites Marion and
>>>brother got twisted or killed...
>
>> What about Damon Ridenow or Andrew Carr in 'Spell Sword' and 'Forbidden
>> Tower', or Jeff Kerwin in 'The Bloody sun'? All three are straight, and
>> are effective characters.
>
>   Aren't these early books?  This problem basically grows through MZBs
>career and I find the early stuff much better than the later for mostly
>this reason.  ....

Hang on, it may improve.  MZB went through a very way-out period in the 60s
and 70s (as did so many other people and she lives in Berkeley, for
heaven's sake) but, she has become disillusioned with the ultrafeminists,
and they with her.  I've written stories for several of her anthologies*
and have been able to get some good mileage out of the things the
ultrafeminists have said to her, and the things she's said right back.
MZB's getting old and frail but there's a dance or two in the old dame yet.

*And _I_ have a nice well-rounded straight male character.  If that counts
for anything.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 91 14:47:16 GMT
From: aaron@serss0.fiu.edu (aaron)
Subject: Re: Darkover problems

Sandy writes:
>The big problem with Darkover series as I see it is that it seems too
>definite militant feministic. I like the series very much also but it
>really grates after awhile when you see male after male charater who if
>not gay (no problem but tiresome afterwhile) is a creep. I would like to
>see from her a straight well rounded good male who is effective. Even my
>favorites Marion and brother got twisted or killed...

In response to the first part, I would look at _Darkover Landfall_, _Storm
Queen_, _The Spell Sword_, even _The Winds of Darkover_.  There are others.
The only stuff I could ever bring myself to characterise of 'definitely
militantly feministic' is anything about the Renunciates and the novel
_Hawkmistress_ (which I believe includes the group which preceeded the
Renunciates), and a few of the anthology shorts.  Other books may have
facets of this tendency, but not nearly so much as these to be what I at
least would consider unpalatable.

As to the second (homosexuality and a general lack of strong, traditional
male characters), again, the four books I mentioned above all come to mind.

Regards.

Stanley
Stanley@Not.the.Mama.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 91 19:39:01 GMT
From: golden@eniac.seas.upenn.edu (Stephen "Jokey" Golden)
Subject: Darkover Questions

I just started reading some Darkover novels this summer, currently
preferring the old ACE days to the DAW books.  Can anyone recommend an
order to read these?

And, are the ACE books out of print, or just hard to find? (Yes, I know,
Star of Danger is everywhere!)

As for the feminist issue, I read the Renunciate trilogy and didn't find it
too bad.  I mean, it was painfully obvious that she was cutting down males
like crazy, but somehow I still managed to enjoy the book.

Stephen Golden
golden@eniac.seas.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 91 22:49:18 GMT
From: lim@toffee.cns.udel.edu (Julie Lim)
Subject: Re: Darkover problems

pfritsch@skid.ps.uci.edu (Paul Fritschle) writes:
>What about Damon Ridenow or Andrew Carr in 'Spell Sword' and 'Forbidden
>Tower', or Jeff Kerwin in 'The Bloody sun'? All three are straight, and
>are effective characters.

So far's I recall, Jeff Kerwin/ Damon Aillard is straight, but his
grandfather Damon Ridenow and DR's _bredu_ Ann'dra Lanart-Carr were not.
There was a fair amount of development in _Forbidden Tower_ about Andrew
overcoming his homophobia and "learning to express his love for Damon." Or
something like that, anyway.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 91 00:37:38 GMT
From: tm2q+@andrew.cmu.edu (Timothy Alan Mohler)
Subject: Re: Darkover problems

>The big problem with Darkover series as I see it is that it seems too
>definite militant feministic.... I would like to see from her a straight
>well rounded good male who is effective.

Not to start an enormo flame-fest here, but the way I see it, Heinlein and
his ilk have often been militantly chauvinistic. I "suffered" through their
views for a good story, I can suffer through MZB's.  Besides, she isn't
half as bad as you seem to be making her out (IMO).  Where, exactly, is she
"militantly" feminist?  She criticizes the society in Darkover, sure.  She
criticizes many of the men in the books, sure. And most of her heroes
happen to be women. Why is this militantly feminist?

And why a straight male? Perhaps we should also require a nice,
well-rounded gay character in other books?

Tim

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 91 00:24:22 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Darkover Questions

golden@eniac.seas.upenn.edu (Stephen Golden):
>I just started reading some Darkover novels this summer, currently
>preferring the old ACE days to the DAW books.  Can anyone recommend an
>order to read these?

I strongly recommend reading them in order of publication.  

You may need to do some line-drawing:
"Falcons of Narabedla" is listed as a Darkover novel, but it isn't.  It has
some features that later got recycled into the Darkover mythos, but
essentially it is a ripoff of Kuttner's "The Dark World."

"The Door Through Space" is also listed as a Darkover novel.  Again, it has
some features which got recycled into the Darkover books, but it doesn't
take place on Darkover.  It does take place in the "Drytowns" of a
different world.

"The Sword of Aldones" - the early version of Sharra's Exile, is the first
'true' Darkover novel.  It still has some sf features which were later
abandoned (such as old Darkovan space ships).  It was also far more
concerned with telling an adventure story.

I'm not sure when "The World Savers" was written, but it might have been
shortly after.  The first renunciates appear here, in a peripheral role.

Those are the early Darkover books.  The second 'era' saw the publication
of "Star of Danger", "The Winds of Darkover", "The Bloody Sun" (not to be
confused with the rewrites - It was Samuel R Delany who said that an author
who rewrites her books because her ideas have changed is confusing writing
and journalism).  In these books Bradley's early picture of Darkover
solidifies.  This phase ends with "The World Wreckers" and with "Darkover
Landfall" - the latter being her first foray into retcon, as well.

After this are the newer books, which become increasingly political, and
which include the rewriting of many of the earlier books.  I strongly
recommend *against* trying to read these books in 'chronological' order, as
you will find yourself skipping between realities.

>As for the feminist issue, I read the Renunciate trilogy and didn't find
>it too bad.  I mean, it was painfully obvious that she was cutting down
>males like crazy, but somehow I still managed to enjoy the book.

She writes a good read.  As long as you don't take her personally and you
don't take her too seriously, there is no reason not to enjoy her writing.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 91 15:31:17 GMT
From: grr@cbmvax.commodore.com (George Robbins)
Subject: Re: Darkover Questions

golden@eniac.seas.upenn.edu (Stephen Golden) writes:
> I just started reading some Darkover novels this summer, currently
> preferring the old ACE days to the DAW books.  Can anyone recommend an
> order to read these?
> 
> And, are the ACE books out of print, or just hard to find? (Yes, I know,
> Star of Danger is everywhere!)
> 
> As for the feminist issue, I read the Renunciate trilogy and didn't find
> it too bad.  I mean, it was painfully obvious that she was cutting down
> males like crazy, but somehow I still managed to enjoy the book.

In all ways, read them in the order they were published.  This is the only
way things really make sense and preserve the maximum of continuity and
lets the "tone" evolve gradually instead of randomly flunctuating.

The feminism bit is actually fairly consistant throughout the books, but as
the series goes on, the whole SOCIAL CONCIOUSNESS thematic area gets
blatent and obstrusive.  Also there is a tendency to toss the characters in
more stressful and emotional scenes to excercise these themes that give the
later books almost a soap-opera sense of tortured lives.

This is most painfully obvious in the couple of books she has re-written,
sure the early version was not up to her current capabilities, but the
rewrite is mess.

Her introductory material for the Friends of Darkover collections makes it
clear that she is a very thoughtful person/writer and no mindless follower
of feminist causes, hopefully future work will regain some sense of
balance.

George Robbins
uucp:   {uunet|pyramid|rutgers}!cbmvax!grr
domain: grr@cbmvax.commodore.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 91 05:24:10 GMT
From: john_rogers@outbound.wimsey.bc.ca (John Rogers)
Subject: Re: Darkover problems

>The big problem with Darkover series as I see it is that it seems too
>definite militant feministic. I like the series very much also but it
>really grates after awhile when you see male after male charater who if
>not gay (no problem but tiresome afterwhile) is a creep. I would like to
>see from her a straight well rounded good male who is effective. Even my
>favorites Marion and brother

Take a look at Donal Allart in StormQueen. I would also suggest Regis
Hastur but he has shown affection for other males. Of course I'm not sure
where you would draw the line on 'gay' since it is a fairly common practice
among adolescent boys on darkover to form strong and occasionally physical
attachments for each other.  This does not make them however 'gay' as they
often go on to normal relationships as in the case of Regis.

john_rogers@outbound.wimsey.bc.ca

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 91 02:09:23 GMT
From: ead1162@rigel.tamu.edu (DILLARD, EDGAR ARCHER, III)
Subject: Darkover problems Again

I never said in my first post that I found Darkover stuff unpalatable. I
said I liked them (a lot actually). I have read all the books by her and
some that have her friends in them more than once. I still stand by my
statement about her male images. Yes they might be effective but, were
cruel or bores or maladapted to the changing world. Often they if the male
was a straight with some effectivity and not an insensitive cretin they got
snuffed. Therefore, I still think that much of the MZB stuff is like this.
In addition, I never said that this attitude was a sledge hammer; often it
was a whisper (i.e. subtle) but present and consistent.

Sandy

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 91 09:13:03 GMT
From: vadim@bolvan.ph.utexas.edu (Vadim S. Kaplunovsky)
Subject: Re: Darkover problems

ead1162@rigel.tamu.edu (DILLARD, EDGAR ARCHER, III) writes:
>The big problem with Darkover series as I see it is that it seems too
>definite militant feministic....

The series as a whole is not too feministic, but some of the books are.  Up
to a point, I don't see this as a big problem.  "Hawkmistress" and
"Shattered Chain" are good books, their feminism notwithstanding.

However, there is a point, beyond which a book with an ideological slant
becomes an ideological diatribe thinly disguised as a book of fiction; in
my not-too-humble opinion, two of the Darkover books shold indeed be
classified as feminist diatribes rather than SF/Fantasy.

I refer specifically to the "Tendara House" (sequel to the "Shattered
Chain") and its sequel, which was so bad I can't even remember its name.
All I remember is that the book did not feature a single male hero, villain
or even a bystander!  Now, that would be OK in a female-dominated world in
which males simply "do not matter", but on a male-dominated Darkover where
Renunciates are a tiny cultural minority such treatment does not makes any
sense.  Unless, of course, if the book deals with nothing but the politics
of communitarian feminism - a very transient feature of American 1970s,
dreadfully boring to outsiders.

The "Tendara House" itself was not much better: The Empire and the idiots
who run its outpost on Darkover are a caricature of corporate America,
without any attempt of disguise, and the Thendara House itself is too
similar to an American feminist/lesbian commune to be believable.  The book
does have some Terran/Darkovan culture clash, but it feels very cardboard,
quite unlike all other Darkover books, and it's not shown in any context
more exciting than the commune or a terran secretarial pool.  I could go on
and on, but why bother...

On the whole, Darkover is a great!  Just ignore the two bad books that rip
it off for a bad ideology's sake.

Vadim S. Kaplunovsky
Assistant Professor of Physics
University of Texas at Austin     
vadim@bolvan.ph.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Oct 91 06:26:00 GMT
From: 0001964967@mcimail.com (Daniel Burstein)
Subject: Story request

Way back when I read a short story, whose premise was the cliche'd
astronaut returning to Earth after umptity thousand years.

When he came back, there were almost no signs of civilization left, just a
few ruins.  People were long gone.

The only clue he found was in a cave, where he saw the words "War Q."
Theory he had was that after they ran out of numbers, they started using
the alphabet to list the fighting, and that "War Q" had been the last.

HOWEVER, in reality it was short for "Beware", and the "Q" was a symbol for
a deadly bacillis (bacillus?), which had been artificailly created and was
fatal to the world.

Story then continues with the appearance of a diety, and a re-beginning of
the "Creation.'  Closing line being something like "God sighed and said
let's try it again..."

Any info greatly appreciated.

Thanks.

Danny Burstein
DBURSTEIN@MCIMAIL.com

------------------------------
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Date: 23 Sep 91 13:59:53 GMT
From: hunt@vrooms.ozy.dec.com (Peter Hunt)
Subject: Re: Mordant's Need -- Stephen R. Donaldson

To summarise the basic facts about mirrors :

Mirrors in Mordant basically show an image according to the shape,
curvature and colour of the glass, as well as the powers of the person who
made it. In general :

   CURVED mirrors show scenes from other planets/universes (e.g. Earth)

   FLAT mirrors show scenes of places on the same planet as Mordant.

Travelling through curved mirrors is no problem for the person who made it,
or for someone in direct physical contact with the person who made it.
Adepts can also use other's mirrors to travel through, if they are curved.

Travelling through flat mirrors will drive you mad, unless you are an
Arch-Imager (like Vagel). In fact, this is how an Arch-Imager is defined.
Even if you are an Adept, you'll still go mad if you go through a flat
mirror (Havelock being the obvious example). The reason given for this is
that you effectively "don't go anywhere", because you're not being
translated to another universe, but to somewhere else on the planet. This
causes great stress to your mind, and you go mad.

Things can be translated from the image in the glass to the location of the
mirror, either by the maker of the mirror or by an Adept. Presumably, if a
person was translated forcefully through a flat mirror, they would go mad,
although I don't think this was ever discussed ...

If a flat mirror happens to be carried to the place in its image, then it's
possible that a person looking in the mirror would see themselves looking
back at them. They would see, not a mirror image, but an image of what they
look like, standing looking in the mirror. If this occurs, their mind goes
away, since they are translated back an forth through the mirror to the
same place for all eternity.

No mirror in Mordant can ever be made to reflect what's put in front of it;
you can't get normal mirrors in Mordant. In fact, everyone is very wary of
any reflective surface (such as still lakes, polished metal, etc) because
of their similarity to a flat mirror showing their image.

Well, that's it really.

Peter Hunt
Digital Equipment Corp.
Gold Coast, Queensland, Australia
hunt@vrooms.ozy.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Sep 91 18:53:25 GMT
From: GUTEST5@cc1.kuleuven.ac.be
Subject: Re: Mordant's Need -- Stephen R. Donaldson

hunt@vrooms.ozy.dec.com (Peter Hunt) writes:
>Things can be translated from the image in the glass to the location of
>the mirror, either by the maker of the mirror or by an Adept. Presumably,
>if a person was translated forcefully through a flat mirror, they would go
>mad, although I don't think this was ever discussed ...

It was. In the final struggle in Eremis' stronghold Terisa shifted one of
Havelock mirrors to show him the inside of the stronghold so he could
translate the bad guys but instead he came through himself. Also Eremis
threatens to translate king Joyce and render him mad just at the time Joyce
thinks he has won.

Lieven
GUTEST5@cc1.kuleuven.ac.be
GUTEST5@BLEKUL11.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 23 Sep 91 19:05:29 GMT
From: jpollock@eagle.wesleyan.edu
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant

mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Michel Forget) writes:
> When Covenant first appears in the Land, Lena restores the feeling in his
> extremities as well.  His sudden rush of feeling, confusion, and not to
> mention the fact that he thinks he is dreaming probably all contribute to
> his act of rape.  You have to feel sorry for Covenant, even though you
> don't really like him.
 
The first 20 pages of "Lord Foul's Bane" are essential to the understanding
of the entire series, because it shows the EXTENT to which Covenant has
been cut off from any link with hope or humanity.  If he admits there is
hope (the Land and its future) and then is returned to "reality", how could
he ever bear it?  No one's emotions could be played with that much without
them going insane, and Covenant has been convinced that he has no hope.  So
when hope (Lena) is offered to him, he "loses it."  His rape is a terrible
act, and not completely forgivable, but his background is given so that we
might understand his motives and behavior, and TC does make every effort to
atone for the rape when he can, i.e. the Ranyhyn to Lena, etc.  And he
NEVER forgives himself for the rape, and does not ask for forgiveness.  I
think he is a more complex character then people understand.  Yet, if I
were a woman, I probably would be really disturbed by the rape also, and
wouldn't be as understanding.  :)
                                                          
Re: reluctant/anti-hero idea.  I think he is definitely a reluctant hero.
After all, he refuses power and admits that he is terrified of it.  But he
is guided by Foamfollower, Elena, Mhoram, etc. towards use of his power,
and eventually, he makes the choice to fight.  At first he is reluctant,
and then eventually a reluctant hero.

John
JPollock@eagle.wesleyan.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Sep 91 18:38:39 GMT
From: orionsci!goodwin@uunet.uu.net (Ben Goodwin)
Subject: Re: Mordant's Need -- Stephen R. Donaldson

I really enjoyed the "Mordant's Need" duology(?)

I am sick of books with hero characters right out of the comic books, take
any Tom Clancy novel for instance, or Star Trek novel, or any one of a
dozen other books.  I like to see a hero/ine that has real problems,
doesn't know what to do, and has to get alot of help from people who do.
It seems more, I don't know, realistic to me.
 
That's also one of the facets of the Covenant books that I liked.  He sure
was a screwed up hero!

How would a normal person act if s/he was thrown into a fantasy world or a
world 2000 years in the future? Probably end up in a nice padded room.

Oh yea, I also agree that "Mordant's Need" was a pleasure to read.  I like
Donaldson's writing style.

Well, I better shut up before I say something I'll regret :-)

Ben Goodwin
Washington DC
(703) 524-0504
uunet!orionsci!goodwin

------------------------------

Date: 23 Sep 91 13:05:26 GMT
From: aaron@serss0.fiu.edu (aaron)
Subject: Re: Mordant's Need -- Stephen R. Donaldson

>I've noticed the talk about "The Chronicles Of Thomas Covenant" and "The
>Second Chronicles Of Thomas Convenant", and I was wondering how people
>feel about "Mordant's Need", which is a two book story.  I found that it
>is much easier to hold your interest in these books than Donaldson's other
>works.

   I agree very emphatically.  For me, "Mordant's Need" was several full
orders of magnitude easier to read, more interesting, however you wish to
put it.  The reason for this, to me at least, is because at least 90% of
all his Covenant stuff is *SOOOO* depressing, i.e. bashing his characters
and his world into the ground and rarely letting up on them.  This is not
to say that Mordant doesn't have it's own similar side, but it seems to me
that at least there is always hope, something's always going on to give one
a sense of hope.  I don't get that, never did, from Covenant.

>The story was excellent, but I found it easy to get confused with all of
>the mirrors.

   Agreed.  This does pose something of a problem.  I'm not sure if I've
figured it out, but we'll see...

>When the people of Mordant speak of "flat mirrors", are they talking about
>mirrors that are *almost* flat?  Several people other than Terisa look
>into the flat mirror that Havelock keeps in his mosaleum, and yet they
>retained their sanity.  Or would you only lose your sanity if you looked
>into an *almost* flat mirror that showed the spot on which you were
>standing, or a truly flat mirror?

   First question: I think the mirrors are supposed to be flat, such as the
ones we regularily use here in our own world and existence.  I didn't get
any sense from the text that they were anything but flat like, say, the
mirror in my bathroom...
   Last question (also deals with the middle statement): Having spoken to
the question of flat versus almost-flat, I would certainly have to say that
a person loses their sanity only WRT a perfectly (in relative terms) flat
mirror.  Note that there are two apparent levels to this thing.  First is
what happened to Havelock - he was *translated through* a flat glass, which
for whatever reason rendered him insane.  The only person apparently able
to survive a flat glass translation without losing her mind was Terisa.
The second case was what happened to Eremis.  Going by what we saw, I would
have to take you statement ("showed the spot on which you were standing") a
step further to say that I thought the Masters had made it quite clear that
such happened only if one looked in the glass and *INTO ONE'S OWN IMAGE*.
*That* is what happened to Eremis, if you will remember; Terisa formed the
image of the room that they were standing in, complete with their figures,
Eremis looked there and stared into his own image, and his mind vanished
into eternal translation.

>Despite these questions, I loved the story.  And heh, you don't even have
>to hate the protagonist!

   I'll agree with this, too.  A wonderful work, throughout.  Keeps up a
level of intensity throughout which draws one further and further along.
Several really good points of suspense, which really leave one questioning
what is going on in the story.  It's not until the resolution actually
happens that one believes there will be a resolution.  Good fun.

>Lastly, has anyone read the Forbidden Knowledge novel (or is that the name
>of the series)?  I saw it in the bookstore, but didn't have any time to
>more than glance at the cover.

Apparently, it's a new series, a science-fiction one, and I haven't
gotten to it either.

Regards.

Stanley

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 91 00:36:16 GMT
From: as940@cleveland.freenet.edu (Carla Hawks)
Subject: Re: Mordant's Need -- Stephen R. Donaldson

goodwin@orionsci (Ben Goodwin) says:
>I am sick of books with hero characters right out of the comic books, take
>any Tom Clancy novel for instance, or Star Trek novel, or any one of a
>dozen other books.  I like to see a hero/ine that has real problems,
>doesn't know what to do, and has to get alot of help from people who do.
>It seems more, I don't know, realistic to me.
>
>That's also one of the facets of the Covenant books that I liked.  He sure
>was a screwed up hero!
>
>How would a normal person act if s/he was thrown into a fantasy world or a
>world 2000 years in the future? Probably end up in a nice padded room.
>
>Oh yea, I also agree that "Mordant's Need" was a pleasure to read.  I like
>Donaldson's writing style.

I agree that the lead character was weak, but she did gain strength
throughout the first novel.  In her own world she thought she was going to
disappear.  By the end of the second novel she is beginning to come to
terms with her power, if still confused by the cirsumstances.  I didn't
like her at first, but she grew on me.  I figured if I wasn't sure who the
good guys and bad guys were, how should she know?

Carla Hawks
University of Michigan

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 91 01:13:26 GMT
From: grohol@novavax.nova.edu (John Grohol)
Subject: Re^2: Mordant's Need -- Stephen R. Donaldson

The new series by Donaldson is 'The Gap' series and will have at least
three books, 2 of which are already out in hardcover. (No paperback yet.) I
think they aren't selling too well because I saw an offer in the local
bookstore the other day where they would sell you the first book in the
series for like $6.00 (hardcover) if you bought the second one now...

Donaldson has spoken to me about a third trilogy to the Covenant series,
but has put it off indefinitely.

John M. Grohol
Center for Psych. Studies
Nova University
grohol@novavax.nova.edu

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 91 03:11:01 GMT
From: phillips@syrinx.umd.edu (Felan shena Thoron'edras)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant

  Personally, I never liked TC, but I didn't hate him/the books, either.
I'm sort of wishy-washy about it, really.  Some parts I liked, some of the
concepts - some I didn't.  I think my problem with TC himself was that he
didn't fit _my_ mold of a hero, and also because I couldn't conceive of
_not_ being willing to try to do everything I could to help, and I couldn't
go someplace like that without a _lot_ of enjoyment.  I understand why TC
felt the way he did, acted the way he did but, it just wasn't something I
comprehended, since it was so totally the opposite of the way I think I'd
react (once I got over the shock).
  (Of course, after I got over the shock, and the delight, I'd start
wondering what sort of hell I was in - I'm not the hero type, and have got
very little 'good' habits/knowledge when it comes to that kind of thing.
But I'd still try.  Couldn't not try.)

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 91 05:02:34 GMT
From: tlynch@cco.caltech.edu (Timothy W. Lynch)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant

phillips@syrinx.umd.edu (Felan shena Thoron'edras) writes:
>  Personally, I never liked TC, but I didn't hate him/the books, either.

That kind of nonextreme viewpoint on TC seems to be a rarity.
Congratulations.  :-)

>I'm sort of wishy-washy about it, really.  Some parts I liked, some of the
>concepts - some I didn't.  I think my problem with TC himself was that he
>didn't fit _my_ mold of a hero, and also because I couldn't conceive of
>_not_ being willing to try to do everything I could to help, and I
>couldn't go someplace like that without a _lot_ of enjoyment.

If you felt that way, and couldn't quite get into it, then I think it makes
a lot of sense why you didn't care for it overmuch.  Me, I'm chock full of
problems and self-doubt.  I loved it.  :-)

(That's not to say that I don't think I wouldn't immediately try to help
were I in his situation.  I probably would, which in Donaldson's mind is
precisely why I'd never have been chosen.)

Since there's been a lot of discussion about TC as either an anti-hero or a
reluctant one, who would people suggest is the most "true" hero of the
piece?  My vote's always been for Mhoram, personally.

Tim Lynch

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 91 08:49:31 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant

tlynch@cco.caltech.edu (Timothy W. Lynch) writes:
>Since there's been a lot of discussion about TC as either an anti-hero or
>a reluctant one, who would people suggest is the most "true" hero of the
>piece?  My vote's always been for Mhoram, personally.

Mhoram and Saltheart Foamfollower were both heroes in the true sense of the
word, I think.  Both of them gave of themselves for others; both of them
were willing to sacrifice something important to themselves for Covenant.
(Mhoram was more the hero; an example of this is his willingness to
sacrifice the Land, if need be, to let Covenant take care of the little
girl in his own world.  That was the mark of a great man, and took the
courage of a true hero.  Foamfollower's sacrifices were generally of
himself; he didn't try to sacrifice the Land for Covenant.)

It was an interesting series, I think most people will agree with that.  I
liked all six books; I didn't really like Covenant, but I admired him after
book 3.  Before that, I don't think *I*'d want him living in my town 8-).

Sean Eric Fagan
sef@kithrup.COM

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 91 05:29:02 GMT
From: sksircar@phoenix.princeton.edu (Subrata Sircar)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant

tlynch@cco.caltech.edu (Timothy W. Lynch) writes:
>If you felt that way, and couldn't quite get into it, then I think it
>makes a lot of sense why you didn't care for it overmuch.  Me, I'm chock
>full of problems and self-doubt.  I loved it.  :-)

I liked it because I was tired of bulging-muscles-hero-lops-off-fifty-
heads-and-rescues-princess-then-saves-the-world fantasy ("Thud and
Blunder", as Poul Anderson would say).  It was *very* different - still is,
and being IMHO reasonably well done, it stands out like a sore thumb among
other fantasy novels.  Whether you want to grab it, or smash it back down
is up to you. :<)

>Since there's been a lot of discussion about TC as either an anti-hero or
>a reluctant one, who would people suggest is the most "true" hero of the
>piece?  My vote's always been for Mhoram, personally...

I'd vote for Foamfollower, after he "fell"; he overcomes mostly the same
problem(s) as Mhoram, Bannor and Covenant.  The whole series is about
people finding out that the things they've set as cornerstones of their
lives aren't true, and what happens after.  Those who set up new
cornerstones, just as unstable as the old (Elena, Hile Troy, Kevin
Landwaster) fail; those who base their lives around rejection of despair
and look for hope (Foamfollower, Bannor, et al) succeed.  In that sense
there are many "true" heros.

Subrata Sircar
sksircar@phoenix.princeton.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 4 Oct 91 16:55:11 GMT
From: orionsci!goodwin@uunet.uu.net (Ben Goodwin)
Subject: Re: Darkover problems Again

ead1162@rigel.tamu.edu writes:
>I never said in my first post that I found Darkover stuff unpalatable. I
>said I liked them (a lot actually). I have read all the books by her and
>some that have her friends in them more than once. I still stand by my
>statement about her male images. Yes they might be effective but were
>cruel or bores or maladapted to the changing world. Often they if the male
>was a straight with some effectivity and not a insensitive creton they got
>snuffed. Therefore, I still think that much of the MZB stuff is like this.
>In addition, I never said that this attitude was a sledge hammer; often it
>was a whisper (i.e. subtle) but present and consistant.

Gee, I really like this thread.  I agree that many of MZB's male characters
are creeps and that the good ones died.  But have you stopped to think that
this is a fair portrayal of men in a feudal society, such as Europe in 1000
AD.

Back then it was survival of the strongest.  Chivalry was a concept
embraced by few, and women had a hell of a bad life.  They had little or no
rights, unless they were queen :-). In times of war they were raped and
pillaged. I don't think her renunciates would have been allowed to exist in
reality.  They would have been wiped out. Possibly because of feminist
reasons, or who knows why, she represents men in a far more realistic
fashion than many other authors.

Take one of my favorites for instance, Eddings.  I guess that on other
worlds his society could exist (If there was magic and gods). :-) But his
character portrayals just don't fit for a society of that technological
level.  Except for the one scene having something to do with the Asturian
(?) peasants talking, where the two farmers talk about their troubles.
(Vague recollection)

But as for Heinlein, I do stand corrected, he did represent two types of
women.  But I think Friday was more of a camp follower who just happened to
be a super hero.  She wasn't a leader, just a follower you wanted to have
on your side. :-)

Ben Goodwin
Washington DC
(703) 524-0504
uunet!orionsci!goodwin

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 91 23:03:40 GMT
From: tm2q+@andrew.cmu.edu (Timothy Alan Mohler)
Subject: Re: Darkover problems Again

ead1162@rigel.tamu.edu (DILLARD, EDGAR ARCHER, III) writes:
>have her friends in them more than once. I still stand by my statement
>about her male images. Yes they might be effective but, were cruel or
>bores or maladapted to the changing world.

Jeff Kerwin, Regis Hastur, Lew Alton, Damon Ridenow, Andrew Carr. almost
anyone associated with the Forbidden Tower, in fact.

Let's put it this way: give me an example of a major male character who was
snuffed for being straight, or was cruel or was in some way a caricature
designed to be anti-male.

If and when you do this, let's compare the numbers of these, and the number
of sympathetic male characters.

>still think that much of the MZB stuff is like this. In addition, I never
>said that this attitude was a sledge hammer; often it was a whisper (i.e.
>subtle) but present and consistant.

Could it be fairly said that your conception of militantly feminist is
strained?  A book by a female author is not necessarily feminist, militant
or no. Could it be you are somewhat uncomfortable with a parade of *female*
main characters rather than male ones? Furthermore, why does always hearing
about gay men get "annoying?"

This is not a nasty flame.It is a kinder, gentler flame. I'm simply asking
you to explain what is it you don't like in greater detail than a vague
reference to "anti-male" characters.

I have a fairly strong knee-jerk reaction to "feminist," and I don't find
MZBs books either militant nor mindless. Feminst, perhaps, but so what?

Tim

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 91 23:13:43 GMT
From: tm2q+@andrew.cmu.edu (Timothy Alan Mohler)
Subject: Re: Darkover problems

vadim@bolvan.ph.utexas.edu (Vadim S. Kaplunovsky) writes:
>I refer specifically to the "Tendara House" (sequel to the "Shattered
>Chain") and its sequel, which was so bad I can't even remember its name.
>All I remember is that the book did not feature a single male hero,
>villain or even a bystander!

Gasp. Now you know how some women might feel about a lot of books written
by men. (I'm not not claiming to speak for women here...)

>villain or even a bystander!  Now, that would be OK in a female-dominated
>world in which males simply "do not matter", but on a male-dominated
>Darkover where Renunciates are a tiny cultural minority such treatment
>does not makes any sence.

Look at books written by men. Often-times the women are slighted in their
presentation.  Read _anything_ by Asimov.

>does not makes any sence.  Unless, of course, if the book is deals with
>nothing but the politics of communitarian feminism - a very transient
>feature of American 1970s, dreadfully boring to outsiders.

Perhaps it deals with the Renunciates' life in Darkover. I found it
enjoying.

>The "Tendara House" itself was not much better: The Empire and the idiots
>who run its outpost on Darkover are a caricature of corporate America,

How American-centric.  They might be caricatures of virtually any European
empire (except the Terrans on Darkover were better-behaved than most
European empires). They might be lampoons of bureaucracy everywhere.

You seem to be focussing on "lesbianism." Perhaps you are uncomfortable
with lesbians and lesbian issues?  I would not object if you simply said it
was boring, but you said it was a thinly disguised feminist diatribe.  I
beg to differ.

Tim

------------------------------

Date: 7 Oct 91 23:58:30 GMT
From: lim@toffee.cns.udel.edu (Julie Lim)
Subject: Re: Darkover problems Again

tm2q+@andrew.cmu.edu (Timothy Alan Mohler) writes:
>Let's put it this way: give me an example of a major male character who
>was snuffed for being straight, or was cruel or was in some way a
>caricature designed to be anti-male.
>
>If and when you do this, let's compare the numbers of these, and the
>number of sympathetic male characters.

   Oh, Dyan Ardais, I would think. Come to think of it, a lot of the Ardais
men - his father Kyril was a bit on the nasty side, and although *his*
father, Gabriel, wasn't downright malevolent, he was drunk a lot.
   Has anyone ever made a comprehensive family tree of all of the Comyn?
Or the ones MZB mentions, anyway.  There have got to be something like five
women in the same family all named Elorie.
   But back to the subject :( I'll agree that a fairly small percentage of
MZB's folk are nasty Neanderthal pigs. Some of the ones who do make a bad
showing of themselves are simply ignorant and unenlightened, as opposed to
willfully oppressive e.g., Peter Haldane and, um, one of those Montrays.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 91 20:54:49 GMT
From: amd@space.mit.edu (Ann M. Davis)
Subject: Re: Barbara Hambly

Aaron Sher writes:
> I think Barbara Hambly is one of the better writers of fantasy extant
> today, but she's got one little flaw, which is that her books tend to be
> REALLY similar.  For an example, try comparing the Darwath Trilogy to the
> Silent Tower/Silicon Mage biology (hurrah for someone who doesn't feel
> compelled to make a trilogy! :-)).  They're both extremely good (though
> IMHO the Darwath Trilogy is better), but they're nearly carbon copies.
> There's a native-world wizard leader who nobody understands, a woman from
> our world who falls in love with him, a guy (admittedly, in the biology
> he was from the other world) who travels with them and falls in love with
> a princess-type they meet along the way, they're hunted by the Church,
> distrusted by the general populace, etc.  VERY similar.

This isn't really different than several other writers out there. Jack
Chalker comes to mind, or Misty Lackey.  The books all have a similar feel
to them.  What I enjoy most about Barbara Hambly is the Sun Wolf and
Starhawk books.  I think the characterization is good, and I like the way
she portrays the relationship between wolf and hawk. (okay, okay I admit
it, I'm a sucker for romance stories :-) )

Ann
amd@space.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 91 23:28:58 GMT
From: grr@cbmvax.commodore.com (George Robbins)
Subject: Re: Barbara Hambly

WITHALL%CTSTATEU@UCONNVM.UCONN.EDU (Lisa Withall) writes:
> I have read her series with Walls of Air in it and thought at the time it
> was some of the best Fantasy I had read in a while.  However everything
> she has ever written since has failed to impress me.  Her later works
> seem unispired and simple.
> 
> I am not sure what happened to her, but her later stuff can be considered
> fun and fluff.

Well, I think one thing to note was that the Walls of Air trilogy was in
some ways an exceptionally good work.  At least for me, "the Dark" seemed a
very consistently felt terror and pervaded the action through out most of
the work.  This is especially notable given the lack detail or underlying
rationale for "the Dark".  This is not somethat that an author can pull off
every time or sometimes even more than once.  I've always found Tanith Lee
a bit of a dissapointment because she never managed to recreate the sense
of involvement in "The Birthgrave", since then her work has become more
diffident and wandered in directions of little interest to me.

On the other hand, in the later Books of the Sunwolf series, Hambly seems
to be evolving towards a new sensibility, kind of a transition from Sword
and Sorcery slapdash towards the tight rationalism that chracterizes
traditional SF.

I'm afraid I can't say much for the Silicon Mage stuff, kind of a
half-hearted attempt to get cute with computers and magic.  If done well,
it's kind of cute to insiders, otherwise pedestrian.

George Robbins
uucp:   {uunet|pyramid|rutgers}!cbmvax!grr
domain: grr@cbmvax.commodore.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 91 03:48:49 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Re: Barbara Hambly

George Robbins wrote:
> On the other hand, in the later Books of the Sunwolf series, Hambly seems
> to be evolving towards a new sensibility, kind of a transition from Sword
> and Sorcery slapdash towards the tight rationalism that chracterizes
> traditional SF.

Your thesis is supported by _The_Rainbow_Abyss_, her latest (which I've
recently reviewed).  It moves still further in this direction.

Eric S. Raymond
eric@snark.thyrsus.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 91 05:16:12 GMT
From: jhitch@pnet01.cts.com (Jeffrey Hitchin)
Subject: The Rainbow Abyss

I just finished this, and I have to say, it's better than her last few.
She's got a better writing style down in this book and the characters are a
little more three-dimensional than most.  Hmm, what else can I say since I
forgot a Spoiler warning, so I won't leave any Spoilers. Anybody read this?
I'm very much interesting in hearing what other people have to say about
it.

UUCP: {hplabs!hp-sdd ucsd nosc}!crash!pnet01!jhitch
ARPA: crash!pnet01!jhitch@nosc.mil
INET: jhitch@pnet01.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 91 12:59:16 GMT
From: amd@space.mit.edu (Ann M. Davis)
Subject: Re: The Rainbow Abyss

jhitch@pnet01.cts.com (Jeffrey Hitchin) writes:
> I just finished this, and I have to say, it's better than her last few.
> She's got a better writing style down in this book and the characters are
> a little more three-dimensional than most.  Hmm, what else can I say
> since I forgot a Spoiler warning, so I won't leave any Spoilers. Anybody
> read this?  I'm very much interesting in hearing what other people have
> to say about it.

I thought it was okay, but nothing to rave about.  I thought the plot was
weak.  It seemed obvious that this was just an introductory book to a
trilogy.  All the characters got introduced, but that was about it.  I
prefer books in a trilogy to be a little more stand alone.

Ann
amd@space.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Oct 91 04:05:14 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: Re: Barbara Hambly

   Her first ST novel, "ISHMAEL" is fairly easy to find, since it sells
very well, and seems to get reprinted.  Impressive exercise in TV
memorabilia and universe concatenation, since by the end of the book she'd
rung in several incarnations of Doctor Who, "HERE COME THE BRIDES," "HAVE
GUN WILL TRAVEL," "SUGARFOOT," "BATTLESTAR GALACTICA," and only Ghreat
Ghrotty Ghu knows who-all else...
 
   "GHOSTWALKER" appears to have been a victim of the Paramount
committee-censor system, and chopped and hacked at by someone who
restrained her from doing a good many interesting things.  Too many plot
and character lines are simply chopped off, or forcibly diverted.  This has
to be the result of studio dictates, rather than something *she* did
willingly, because she's a better writer than that.
 
   Hambly's "BEAUTY AND THE BEAST" novel is recommended (by me) as a
textbook-perfect example of how a screenplay novelization *SHOULD* be done.
It embodies nearly every line of the opening script, every scene, and still
adds characterization and insight, and includes plotlines and subplots for
which there was no room in the forty-minute air script, so you're not just
buying a TV show, but a new book that's interesting to read.  I regard it
as an exercise in professionalism, since she shows that she can work to
scrupulous detail in another person's universe, and still be highly
creative in her own right; pity there was no time for her to produce a
couple of scripts for the show itself.
 
   I doubt very much that she did this book for any reason save enjoyment
of the subject material, and eagerness to to see if she could do something
as thorough as she'd done in "ISHMAEL," with more seriousness and challenge
involved.  (And yes, B&TB was an episodic romance novel, but it provided
*room* to do things, things that had not been done on TV before.  Koslow
and Martin should have gotten Emmies for the sheer guts it took to do
something that out-to-lunch, and then showing what could be done if people
could only avoid formulaic doctor-lawyer-cop shows... Note that B&TB had a
doctor, a lawyer, and cops (fanged and unfanged) as regular major
characters.  This cannot have been accidental!!)

------------------------------

Date: 6 Oct 91 20:10:06 GMT
From: mmartini@nobska.whoi.edu (Marinna Martini)
Subject: Re: The Rainbow Abyss

>got a better writing style down in this book and the characters are a
>little more three-dimensional than most.  Hmm, what else can I say since I
>forgot a Spoiler warning, so I won't leave any Spoilers. Anybody read
>this?  I'm very much interesting in hearing what other people have to say
>about it.

   I thought it was a great book, but it didn't get around to really
dealing with the Dark Well (the concept featured on the cover) until the
very end (lst two pages) when the book basically says, wait for the sequel.
If you like medieval romance, the book is great, if you are looking for a
great new SF concept, the book is a big teaser-lead in for the sequel (or
two or three??)

Marinna 

------------------------------

Date: 6 Oct 91 21:16:25 GMT
From: jhitch@pnet01.cts.com (Jeffrey Hitchin)
Subject: Re: Barbara Hambly

   Barbara Hambly's Star Trek book Ghostwalker was not a hack job forced
upon her by Paramount.
   It was a hack job given to another writer with instructions to "fix"
what was wrong with it.
   This trend in ST fiction is not altogether new.  Probe was rewritten
twice, and neither time by Margaret Bonano, the original author.  A Flag
Full of Stars was rewritten by someone other than Brad Ferguson.  But what
really stinks here is the fact that the payment that the ghost-writers get
comes out of the royalty payments to the original author.  Now does that
stink, or what?

Jeffrey Hitchin
UUCP: {hplabs!hp-sdd ucsd nosc}!crash!pnet01!jhitch
ARPA: crash!pnet01!jhitch@nosc.mil
INET: jhitch@pnet01.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Oct 91 14:14:20 GMT
From: HOBBKD%morekypr@cunyvm.cuny.edu
Subject: STAR WARS

Dark Horse's comic book DARK EMPIRE will be shipping in
December/November.  Spoilers follow:

Well, from what I have read in _Previews_ magazine, this takes place six
years after _ROTJ_.  There is a civil war going on inside what's left of
the Empire, and Lando and Luke crash land on some planet.  Leia, Han and
the gang go off to rescue them, but *something* else does as well...
something "sinister" which is apparently after Luke.  The cover shot showed
Boba Fett also, but no mention of him was made in the blurb.

I don't remember if it's in B&W or colour... will check again and update.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	      Books - McCollum & Miller & Modesitt (2 msgs) &
                      Pratchett (6 msgs) & Schenck (2 msgs) &
                      Smeds (2 msgs) & Stasheff & Zelazny (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 91 13:27:27 GMT
From: RAR100S@oduvm.bitnet (Me)
Subject: Antares Series by Michael McCollum?

Does any know if there is a third book in the Antares Dawn and Anteres
Passage saga by Michael McCollum ? Please E-mail mail directly. I don't
read this group much. Thanks for any help in advance.

Rob Rypka
Microcomputer Support Group
Old Dominion University
Hughes Hall Rm. #128
Norfolk Va.  23529
RAR100S@ODUVM.BITNET
RAR100S@ODUVM.CC.ODU.EDU
RYPKA@XANTH.CS.ODU.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 91 22:37:45 GMT
From: dean@fyvie.cs.wisc.edu (Dean Luick)
Subject: New Steve Miller & Sharon Lee books?

Does anyone know if authors Steve Miller & Sharon Lee plan to publish any
more Clan Korval novels?  The three that I know of are:

   Agent of Change
   Conflict of Honors
   Carpe Diem

The last was published in 1989.  I like the books and I am interested in
finding out any future plans.

Dean Luick
University of Wisconsin-Madison
Computer Sciences Dept.
uucp:	...!{allegra,harvard,seismo,topaz}!uwvax!dream!dean
arpa:	dean@cs.wisc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 91 18:20:53 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: Modesitt

I have read Modesitt's "Magic of Recluse" and liked it.

Is the quality of the earlier books of Modesitt as high as this latest
book?  The library I borrowed the book from does not have any other of his,
and the cheapest used bookstore in my area doesn't have anything, so it
looks as if I'll have to spend money for it.  I hope they are not over
$3.50, for otherwise I'll have to wait a few years.

What is great about it is that it is exquisitely thought out, and it has
straightforward prose.  For characters, it sticks to true-to-form standard
fantasy types, with a modest, hardworking main character.  It lacks some
sparkle and glitter, but it is very comfortably competent.  The ending was
a bit weak, because all that happens is a standard good-evil pyrokinetic
spar followed by a very weak closing romance.  However the fun was the hard
work and learning involved in getting the capability to defeat the evil.

Here are some of the books it reminded me of.  The loving toil in mastering
a craft reminded me of OS Card's "Prentice Alvin" or Phyllis Eisenstein's
sorcerers series, and forcing the young man to explore the outside world
reminded me of Alexei Pannshin's "Rite of Passage", and the magical world
reminded me of Zelazny's "madwand" or Hardy's 5-magics book, with perhaps a
bit of Elizabeth Moon's first Paksinarron book.  I really liked the
portrayal of a magical world where the best magicians try to live quiet,
unassuming lives.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 91 03:56:19 GMT
From: paul%parsifal@econ.yale.edu (Paul McGuire)
Subject: Re: Modesitt

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) writes:
>I have read Modesitt's "Magic of Recluse" and liked it.

I liked it a lot also, and was pleasantly surprised.

>Is the quality of the earlier books of Modessit as high as this latest
>book?

NO.  I've read _The Silent Warrior_, apparently the middle book of The
Forever Hero Trilogy, and the Ecolitan Trilogy, which consists of _The
Ecologic Envoy_, The _Ecolitan Operation_, and _The Ecologic Secession_.
They are readable, but not great, interstellar cloak-and-dagger novels.
The Ecolitan books feature the usual small philosophic movement, that has
found the one true way of living and thinking, and has to defeat the
opressive galactic empire.  The ecological label, btw, seems to serve no
function other than to identify the movement as the good guys.

>Here are some of the books it reminded me of.  
[many, somewhat wide of the mark, comparisons deleted]

What it reminded me of was R.A. MacAvoy's _Lens of the World_, which is
excellent.  Both deal with growing up and slowly learning how the world
works and one's place in it.

Paul McGuire
Yale Economic Growth Center

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 91 18:51:28 GMT
From: bking@athena.cs.uga.edu (Barrington King)
Subject: Pratchett's new book

Does anyone know about Terry Pratchett's new book _Good_Omens_ is like.
The man is hilarious qv _The Colour of Magic_ and _Strata_, but I hear this
one is a team-job with a cartoonist.  Any info?  Opinion?  Unrelated
material?

bking@athena.cs.uga.edu
bking@aisun1.ai.uga.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 91 22:02:57 GMT
From: stantbat@iastate.edu (John S Sinnott)
Subject: Re: Pratchett's new book

bking@athena.cs.uga.edu (Barrington King) writes:
>Does anyone know about Terry Pratchett's new book _Good_Omens_ is like.
>The man is hilarious qv _The Colour of Magic_ and _Strata_, but I hear
>this one is a team-job with a cartoonist.  Any info?  Opinion?  Unrelated
>material?

Logoff your computer, run down to the nearest bookstore and buy a copy of
Good Omens!  It's great.  It has been out for a while and the best thing
Pratchett has done yet.  He's co-authored it with the best human writing
comics, Neil Gamien.  You should also get a copy of the Sandman paperback
reprints that the first 8 (I think) issues of that title.  It's as good as
any 'real' book.

The story (NO SPOILERS) is about and angel and demon who, for the last eon
or two have been opponents in the battle between heaven and Earth.  They've
kind of become friends.  Then they get the awful news that the devil is
going to play his final gambit and end the game.  The anti-christ is born.
The only problem is there's a bit of a mix-up at the hospital, and the
babies get switched, and, well, the kid everyone thinks is the anti-crist
is really an everyday kid, and the Destroyer of Worlds, Lord of the Flies,
etc. is just some kid growning up in the country.

Funny funny stuff.  If you like Pratchett's other stuff, you'll love this.

John Sinnott

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 91 02:11:55 GMT
From: ccog1@cs.aukuni.ac.nz (ColinBlair Coghill)
Subject: Re: Pratchett's new book

bking@athena.cs.uga.edu (Barrington King) writes:
>Does anyone know about Terry Pratchett's new book _Good_Omens_ is like.
>The man is hilarious qv _The Colour of Magic_ and _Strata_, but I hear
>this one is a team-job with a cartoonist.  Any info?  Opinion?  Unrelated
>material?

  The book Good Omens is possibly the best book written by Pratchett so
far.  Neil Gaiman's (Sorry if I spelt that wrong) influence is there, but I
suspect most of the humor comes from Pratchett.
  This is the only book of Pratchett's that everyone I have persuaded to
read it has enjoyed and is possibly one of the best books ever.
  I would fully recommend that anyone who liked Pratchett's other books, or
even Douglas Adams, Robert Asprin, etc. reads this book as soon as
possible.

  As an aside, does anyone know if there is a sequel, I heard rumours about
a book called something like '666 - the neighbour of the beast' but I
suspect these are just rumours.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 91 03:51:12 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Subject: Re: Pratchett's new book

ccog1@cs.aukuni.ac.nz (ColinBlair Coghill) writes:
>As an aside, does anyone know if there is a sequel, I heard rumours about
>a book called something like '666 - the neighbour of the beast' but I
>suspect these are just rumours.

   Gaiman has mentioned it in an interview or two, but I don't think
anything concrete has come of it. And that's "667", by the way.

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Oct 91 12:37:53 GMT
From: stantbat@iastate.edu (John S Sinnott)
Subject: Re: Pratchett's new book

ccog1@cs.aukuni.ac.nz (ColinBlair Coghill) writes:
>As an aside, does anyone know if there is a sequel, I heard rumours about
>a book called something like '666 - the neighbour of the beast' but I
>suspect these are just rumours.

I talked with Neil Gaimen and Terry Pratchett at a book signing when _Good
Omens_ first came out.  At that time, they said that there is no way they
would ever do a sequel, because of the fact that it took them so long to
write this one.  One of the problems was that Terry is an 'early to bed,
early to rise' type of guy and Gaimen never gets out of bed till Terry is
asleep. (They said the last part laughingly) Anyway they also said that
they have the perfect title to the never-to-be-written sequel, '667 the
neighbor of the beast' ever since then I have been hearing rumors about
this being written.  I've attributed all of these reports to sloppy note
taking.

One other comment; I thought it was strange that they made War female in
the book.  I asked if they planned it this way from the beginning.  THey
said that they wanted one of the Four to be female and they couldn't decide
which one.  Terry said thet they ruled out Death, because "You can't make
Death a girl."  To which I replied, "Well, Neil did." (In his comic book
Sandman.)  Neil piped up here and said "Well, we wanted to use Terry's
Death."  Which implies that this Death is the same one as in the Disc
books.

Just thought you'd like to know.

John Sinnott

------------------------------

Date: 6 Oct 91 21:01:00 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Re: Pratchett's new book

stantbat@iastate.edu (John S Sinnott) writes:
>Neil piped up here and said "Well, we wanted to use Terry's Death."  Which
>implies that this Death is the same one as in the Disc books.

Then someone is changing things retroactively. The Disc's Death's "sphere
of operation" is "a disc". It should not be refered to as "the disc",
because there is more than one.

Perhaps Neil and Terry could take working vacations on opposite side of
their sphere of operations. That way they could collaborate on 667 while
both are conscious.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Oct 91 17:25:39 GMT
From: cumming@pica.army.mil ("Robert C. Cumming", PEO)
Subject: Review of Schenck's "Chronosequence"

I was glad to see Evelyn Leeper's review of Hilbert Schenck's new book
"Chronosequence".  I have two of his earlier works, the "At The Eye Of The
Ocean" mentioned by the reviewer, and a book called "A Rose for
Armageddon".  The latter centers on an island near Martha's Vineyard and
carries a very strong parable about the redeeming power of human love.
Based on my enjoyment of these two, and the generally favorable tone of the
subject review, I will try to find a copy at my local bookstore.  Does
anyone know if Schenck has published any other books, stories, etc. ?
Thanks.

Regards.

Bob

------------------------------

Date: 7 Oct 91 19:57:49 GMT
From: mzenier@seattle.uucp (Mark Zenier)
Subject: Re: Review of Schenck's "Chronosequence"

cumming@PICA.ARMY.MIL ("Robert C. Cumming", PEO) writes:
>Does anyone know if Schenck has published any other books, stories, etc. ?
>Thanks.

"Steambird" is a hoot.

Mark Zenier
markz@ssc.wa.com
mzenier%polari@sumax.seattleu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Oct 91 23:34:18 GMT
From: bobby@hot.caltech.edu (Bobby Bodenheimer)
Subject: David Smeds

Does anyone know what happened to David Smeds? He wrote two books that I
know of _The Sorcery Within_ and _The Schemes of Dragons_, as well as a
short story in anthology about dragons edited by Orson Scott Card. All
these works were part of the same story, and while _Schemes_ didn't exactly
end in a cliff-hanger, it was certainly in the middle of the story.

So where's the sequel?

Bobby Bodenheimer
ARPA  : bobby@hot.caltech.edu
BITNET: bobby@caltech.bitnet
UUCP  : {amdahl,ames!elroy}!cit-vax!bobby

------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 91 06:23:04 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Subject: Re: David Smeds

bobby@hot.caltech.edu (Bobby Bodenheimer) writes:
>So where's the sequel?

Dave's publisher declined to buy the rest of the series. As far as I know,
it's right now in limbo waiting for the rights to revert. Dave's working on
some other stuff, but is a slow writer and does work outside the field as
well. He's still around (he's on Genie, in fact).

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 91 00:46:47 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: Stasheff

I have to admit that I am a Stasheff fan.  I've only really liked 2 of his
books, the "Warlock in Spite of Himself", and "Her Majesty's Wizard", but I
enjoy them so much I try everything I can find by him.  So when I saw the
latest in the bookstore, I bought it even though it was hideously expensive
($4.50).

I had more fun with this than I've had with some of the later ones.  The
children are growing up, so the author can play with having them grow to
understand life.  This book has several slatterns trying to tempt the
properly brought up eldest boy.  I just wish Stasheff could leave religion
out of it; he is at his best setting up tentative love relationships, and
his worst when he preaches.  I do rather like the moral views Stasheff is
trying to advocate (although that haystack scene in "Warlock in Spite of
Himself" transgressed a bit, even though Rod did marry her afterward).
This latest book was a cozy adventure through the King Arthurish
countryside.

Since the children are growing, the next few books in the series will
probably be fun, because the kids are reaching mating age, so each kid can
be paired up with some interesting person in separate books to come.  But I
do wish Stasheff would do something new, because I prefer "Her Majesty's
Wizard" to any of the Warlock series (except the first half of the "Warlock
in spite of Himself").

By the way, I cannot for the life of me recall the name of this latest book
while I am typing here.  It was the warlock's something or other, but they
seem so interchangable.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 91 13:02:07 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Subject: Re: Zelazny

philion@batph71.Berkeley.EDU (Paul Philion) writes:
>Just a quick question(s):

>  What was the last amber novel, how long ago did it come out?

Knight of Shadows in 1989, I believe

> When is the next one expected?

Sometime in the next two to six weeks. Prince of Chaos, hardcover from
Morrow.

>  Will this ever end?

Well, Prince of Chaos (book five in the second Amber trilogy) starts to
wrap things up, but it looks like he won't finish it before book six.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 91 19:19:33 GMT
From: davidb@inmet.inmet (David Barton)
Subject: Re: Zelazny

>>IT seemed sort of Amberish but was much "darker". I didn't really like
>>the Amber series but really enjoyed Jack.
>
>That's my feeling, too.
>
>>He was a sort of Loki in a world of shadow. It may be a pre-Amber work
>>where Zelazny worked out the concept of shadow.
>
>Well, not really. The shadow concept in the Amber series is not the same
>thing at all. In JACK OF SHADOWS, the "concept" was just plain ordinary
>shadows being the source of Jack's power. As for it being "pre-Amber", it
>may well have been in terms of creation or writing, but JACK OF SHADOWS
>was published in between the first two Amber books (NINE PRINCES IN AMBER
>was in 1969, JACK OF SHADOWS in 1971, GUNS OF AVALON in 1972).

The first Zelazny story in which I can remember him working on a
"Shadow-like" concept is, "Love is an Imaginary Number" (I think - this is
close anyway).  It tells the story of Prometheus, updated.

In response to an earlier message: _This_Immortal_ was originally a
novella entitled, "And Call Me Conrad".  The novella was expanded by
Zelazny to create the novel; they are two different, but related, works.
He did something similar with _The_Dream_Master_, which came from a novella
called "He Who Shapes" (again, I think).

Dave Barton
dlb@hudson.wash.inmet.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 91 15:47:41 GMT
From: GANDALF%PUCING@cunyvm.cuny.edu
Subject: Request for info about the Amber Novels

Hello, everybody.

I'd like to know a few things about the Amber novels series.

a ) What are they about ( generally speaking ) ?

b ) Where can I get them by mail ? ( Please, a specific adress )

Thanks in Advance.

GANDALF@PUCING

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 91 09:59:27 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (The Film Fan Man)
Subject: Re: Zelazny

draphsor@medisg.Stanford.EDU (Matt Rollefson) writes:
>peter@viewlogic.com (Peter Colby) writes:
>>But when ever was _This Immortal_ titled _... And Call Me Conrad_? I have
>>the original ACE paperback publication... The "short" format 35 cent one
>>from the mid-sixties. It was titled _This Immortal_ even back then.
>
>Hmm. I don't know what edition it was released in with that title or
>anything, and in fact I've never seen it with that title. However, on the
>copyright page it does mention something about being originally titled
>_...And Call Me Conrad_ - a much better title, IMHO.

It was never released in book form under the title ...AND CALL ME CONRAD.
That *was* the title, however, of the original magazine (F&SF) serial.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		   Books -  Anthony (3 msgs) & Barker &
                            Bradley (3 msgs) & Card & 
                            Haiblum & Jordan


---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 91 20:08:01 GMT
From: kuwhip@kuhub.cc.ukans.edu
Subject: Re: Re:Anthony

jbarron@vax1.umkc.edu writes:
> In your opinion, was For Love of Evil worth reading for its different
> view point on the events, and the new explanation and association with
> Parry, or would you rather have gone on to the next book? (This is also
> to anyone who has read Incarnations of Immortality) Also, when you stated
> that the novel did not cater to feminists, where you stating that you
> believed that other Incarnation books have done so. If so, in which
> books.  I would be interested in hearing your opinions on these topics,
> and I would also like to know as a new (relatively- 4yrs.)  reader of
> sci-fi, if there are any fantasy writers that you would recommend. The
> only other I have read is Zelazny.
> 
  I never even got THAT far in the Incarnations series. (O.K. so I did read
Anthony once. I quit around 8th grade.) I read the first two, and I thought
they were pretty good. I got to the third, and there were so many
inconsistencies with the other two books, it wasn't funny. It seemed like
ol' Piers had forgotten some facts he'd established along the way. In WITH
A TANGLED SKIEN he switched around the histories.  Fate was introducing the
new Chronoses in a completly scrambled order. In BEARING AN HOURGLASS, Fate
tells Chronos that the Chronos before him had been a small child.
Meanwhile, in SKIEN she introduces the child _after_ she introduces the
main character in HOURGLASS.
  Maybe it's a small detail, but it bugged the hell out of me when I read
it. The next book (can't remember the title) about war, got worse.  Read
the one about Mother Nature, just 'cause I read the others, and BOOM! Ol'
Piers goes and breaks another fact he established, and then he pretends he
never broke it. In the other books, Satan was always _always_ a permanent
position. All of a sudden it wasn't, and all the other characters knew it
(despite the fact that they contradicted this earlier.)
   Seems Piers' fans wanted him to continue the series, so he contradicted
the earlier books in order to make more bucks.
   I guess the point of this whole spiel is: Anthony IMHO sucks.
   There are bunches of really good writers out there. I'd recommend tons
of them. Sturgeon, Ellison, Farmer, Heinlein, Asimov, etc.
   Try reading anthologies like YEAR'S BEST SCI FI or the like, and pick
out authors from there. DANGEROUS VISIONS edited by Harlan Ellison is also
a good start. (Although they do have a really lame Anthony story in there
too.)

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 91 17:47:23 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Subject: Re: Anthony

This is in response to jbarron@vax1.umkc.edu (Jen)
>  In your opinion, was For Love of Evil worth reading for its different
>  viewpoint on the events, and the new explanation and association with
>  Parry, or would you rather have gone on to the next book?

Most of "For Love of Evil" was not worth reading.  The first 50
pages or so were very good, while Parry went through his early life.
Anthony can write beautifully smooth prose when he puts his mind to
it - this is the reason I read his books.  However then the book
degenerated as it went off into the totally imaginary Purgatory
where the demonesses catered to Parry's every need, keeping him from
doing the good he wanted to do.  I remember few details of this
part of the book, but it seemed quickly conceived, and rather dull.
"Green Mother" had the same pattern.   The alternative
portrayal of events struck me as being as stark as those
tedious parts of the bible like "Adam begat Seth; Seth begat Joe,
Michael, and Benjamin, ... and these were the children of Benjamin:
William, Zebadiah, Gordon;  William begat Jud, Alfred, and ...".
It was not nearly this spartan, but it was not the light and easy
disingenuous stuff I like best from Anthony.  The book did pick up
again at the end.

In general I don't like reiteration in books.  For example Frankowski put
out this rather fun series about a guy who goes back to mideaval Poland and
builds an empire there.  The problem was that the first half of each book
was the last half of the previous book told from another point of view.  It
was almost as if Frankowski was afraid to proceed with the story, because
he hadn't thought it up yet.

I also don't like prequels for the same reason: a prequel indicates that
the author has run out of ideas on where to take the story.  He writes up
the background in exhaustive detail (and sells it), immersing himself
enough in his world so that he will be able to come out with diverting
ideas on how to proceed with the main story.  However he often gets sick of
the world, so the main story becomes still duller.  Check out the McCaffrey
crowd for examples.  Also Katherine Kurtz.

While I don't think Anthony does a good job at reiteration, I have enjoyed
it in one pair of books: Compton MacKenzie's "Sinister Street" and "Sylvia
Scarlett".  In the first book, a young lady Sylvia Scarlett is introduced
as a lesbian prostitute who keeps a beautiful girl a young Oxford
undergraduate is immensely interested in.  In the second book, she is
portrayed as an incredibly funny, nice person.  However the whole last half
of the first book is contained in only one chapter of the second book, so
the problem of using the entire book to retell the previous story never
came up.

"And Eternity" is probably my least favorite Anthony book (except for his
Space tyrant stuff), so after I had read it, I was not that disappointed
that he felt the need to put "For Love of Evil" before it.  I was more
disappointed in the writing of "For Love of Evil", than in fact that it was
retelling the story from another perspective.

>  Also, when you stated that the novel did not cater to feminists, were
>  you stating that you believed that other incarnation books have done so.
>  If so, in which books?

I'm not a feminist, and I'm rather insensitive (i.e. I don't notice either
feminism or antifeminism that much), so I cannot recall whether the
incarnation books had that much antifeminist drivel.  I guess the
alternation of minds in the body of Parry's wife, and also the behaviour of
the demonesses could raise the hackles of feminists.  I usually miss this
sort of thing.  The 6 wives of Humphrey, and the statement that unmarried
women over 30 are wasted lives were just too blatant for to me to miss.
Looking back to the original Xanth book, where Chameleon went through a
monthly cycle from being dumb and lovely to being smart and unpleasant
leads me to believe that if you actively search through Anthony's writings
for male chauvinist inspired events, you will probably find some.  I had
never noticed it before.

Come to think of it, weren't there all sorts of horrible things in "And
Eternity", like an old man half-crazy over teenage girls or something?  I
can't remember the book very well, because I did not like it, and I have
pretty successfully forgotten it already.

>  I would also like to know as a new (relatively- 4yrs.)  reader of
>  sci-fi, if there are any fantasy writers that you would recommend.  The
>  only other I have read is Zelazny.

Phyllis Eisenstein:  "Sorcerer's Son", "Crystal Palace", "Born to Exile".
    Very entertaining writer.  I bet she writes non-sf too.
Modesitt: "Magic of Recluse".
    Just read it and enjoyed it a lot.
Hardy: "Master of 5 Magics"
    A nice, simple make-believe story.
Stasheff:  "Warlock in Spite of Himself", "Her Majesty's Wizard"
    Fun and light-hearted.
OS Card:  "Seventh Son", "Red Prophet", "Prentice Alvin".
    Has same gift Anthony has to instill fairy-tale feel.
Eddings: Belgariad
    Light, easy to read fluff for times when nothing seems readable.
Feist: "Magician"
    Not great prose, but very well plotted.
Donaldson:  "Mirror of her Dreams", "Man Rides Through"
    Fun, but slightly slow to the point.
Katherine Kurtz:  Deryni stuff.
    Enough detail to almost be historical.
Tolkien: Lord of the Rings
    Classic, by a very well-ordered person.

There are many more, but these are fairly recent (except Tolkien). The last
6 (Card down) get a lot of hype on this network, so quite a few people read
them and think about them. Hardy, Stasheff, Card, Eddings, and Kurtz are
now in ruts, so don't be too put off by their latest stuff.  After all, we
are still giving Piers Anthony a chance.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 91 23:50:00 GMT
From: math5d@vtcc1.cc.vt.edu (KEN HINSON)
Subject: Anthony's new book

CNN - they came to the break at the half-hour where they usually insert
cheesy ads for Soloflex or The Hair Club for Men ("I'm not just the
president, I'm a client, too." Yeah, right) when who should show up but
everyone's favorite hack (no flames, please) writer, Piers Anthony,
flogging some book on Indian Mounds in Florida. We get to look at him
sitting cozily in his chair while the announcer tells us about "this
important new book" and then the author speaks (with the liveliness of a
dead frog, I might add) about how important these mounds are and how he
feels it's vital that everyone know about this Cause. The kicker was that
to order the book, you just had to call, get this - 1-800-HI-PIERS. Coming
up next...Jack Chalker selling his coffee table book about ferries on The
Tonight Show? Isaac Asimov touting The Sideburns for Men Club? Makes you
think...(I think I'll burn my TV...) 

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 91 03:43:58 GMT
From: cfiddyme@gara.une.oz.au (Kith Kanan)
Subject: Barker.

I have read the Great and Secret Show by Clive Barker and would like to
know if there is a sequel (I am sure that there is) and when it will be
out.

Thanks for any help. Email address below.

Chris Fiddyment
Austin College
Armidale, Australia
cfiddyme@gara.une.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 91 19:39:28 GMT
From: BILLW@mathom.cisco.com (William "Chops" Westfield)
Subject: Re: Darkover problems

For what it's worth, the "first new darkover novel in years" released
recently ("The Heirs of Hammerfell", approximately), lacks all signs of
feminist diatribe.  Instead, it's characters border on more traditional
cliches (twin heirs separated during childhood, etc.), and both male and
female characters are weak.  Sigh.

BillW

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 91 23:41:58 GMT
From: tm2q+@andrew.cmu.edu (Timothy Alan Mohler)
Subject: Re: Darkover problems Again

lim@toffee.cns.udel.edu (Julie Lim) writes:
>tm2q+@andrew.cmu.edu (Timothy Alan Mohler) writes:
>>Let's put it this way: give me an example of a major male character who
>>was snuffed for being straight, or was cruel or was in some way a
>>caricature designed to be anti-male.
>
>>If and when you do this, let's compare the numbers of these, and the
>>number of sympathetic male characters.
>
>   Oh, Dyan Ardais, I would think.

I don't know about Dyan. I don't think he was an anti-male caricature. He
was gay as I remember, and was somewhat mentally unstable. Yes, he was
cruel, but I'm not sure he qualifies as an "anti-male" character.

As I remember, his father, Kyril (contemporary of Peter Haldane if I
remember right) was "mad as a kyorebni in a ghost-wind for twenty years"
before he died, and *HIS* father, Gabriel, had epilepsy.

>Has anyone ever made a comprehensive family tree of all of the Comyn?

Now THAT'S a worthy project. Let's see:

   Hastur==Cassilda
	  	||
      lots of people

There's a start!

Seriously, I think a family tree of the one's she mentioned wouldn't be a
bad idea. Where did Lew's younger brother come from, for instance?
Marius-Kennard Montray-Lanart? There's not a Darkovan name in there except
for Kennard. Anyways, the Hasturs I can remember were Lorill, Danvan, Regis
Altons: Valdir, Kennard, Lewis??

My books are a ways away currently, so:

>of MZB's folk are nasty Neanderthal pigs. Some of the ones who do make a
>bad showing of themselves are simply ignorant and unenlightened, as
>opposed to willfully oppressive, e.g., Peter Haldane and, um, one of
>those Montrays.

Yah, stupid. Are there any stupid women in her books? I mean, the only
thing that bothered me gender-wise in her book was what seemed to be a
recurrence of "women rescue stupid pig-headed men from situations they put
themselves in." And this wasn't that often - only during the Margali books.

Tim

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 91 12:33:37 GMT
From: tperreau@zia.aoc.nrao.edu (Grimmy)
Subject: Re:  Darkover

As to the person who made tha comment about the Darkover book the Heirs of
Hammerfell, I'm afraid that I must agree with you.  I looked forward to
reading it and was disappointed.  I know that MZB would rather write about
the Darkovan / Terran problems, but I would like to read more about the
period of the Hundred Kingdoms.  It seems that they (editor, publisher??)
wanted to get another Darkover book out due to MZB recent illness, perhaps
just in case things took a turn for the worse?  I hope that the next book
will be better.

Tony Perreault
Array Operations
NRAO - VLA
Socorro, NM
tperreau@zia.aoc.nrao.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 91 03:43:58 GMT
From: cfiddyme@gara.une.oz.au (Kith Kanan)
Subject: Card

I have read the Alvin Maker books recently and was wondering if there are
going to be more than the three that are out now? It seemed that it was not
quite finished.

Thanks for any help. Email address below.

Chris Fiddyment
Austin College
Armidale, Australia
cfiddyme@gara.une.oz.au

------------------------------

From: mtgzy!ecl@att.att.com
Date: Wed, 9 Oct 91 08:48 EDT
Subject: SPECTREWORLD by Isadore Haiblum

		      SPECTREWORLD by Isadore Haiblum
		  Avon, 1991, ISBN 0-380-75858-X, $3.95.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   There is no evidence on the cover that this book is a sequel or part of
a series, but it certainly reads like one.  Characters are introduced as if
we had met them before, and halfway through the novel a totally bizarre
invention shows up which is either a very bad example of DEUS EX MACHINA or
something from a previous novel.  (I had this awful feeling it was the
former, but actually it was the latter; shortly after finishing
SPECTREWORLD and a first draft of this review I went to Chicon V and ran
across INTERWORLD at a used book dealer's table.  SPECTREWORLD is the
sequel to INTERWORLD which is, naturally, out of print.)

   The story itself is a hard-boiled detective yarn, though in this case
the detective is actually the head of a robotic security force.  Someone is
attacking all the sites they guard and the robots turn out to be fairly
useless, being mostly cowards who seem remarkably like Marvin of THE
HITCHHIKER'S GUIDE TO THE GALAXY.  It turns out that this is all leading to
an attack from parallel universes, but given the bizarre Balkanization of
our own into rival city-states, this twist seems superfluous by the time it
is introduced (along with the aforementioned invention allowing travel
between universes).

   I really wanted to like this book.  But the annoying robot portrayals,
combined with my having come into this series in the middle, prevented me.

   (I would like to mention a note placed on the copyright page stating
that if you bought this book without a cover, you were purchasing stolen
property.  Whether this will cut into coverless book sales remains to be
seen, but at least it is informing more people - I hesitate to say "the
average reader", about where coverless books come from.  I have since seen
at least one other publisher put in a similar notice, so this could be a
new trend.)

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 91 00:06:54 GMT
From: ben@spcvxb.spc.edu (Ben Cohen)
Subject: Robert Jordan, NYC, 23-Oct, signing

Robert Jordan will be at the Science Fiction Shop in New York City on
Wednesday, October 23rd, between 1:00 and 2:00 PM to sign _The_Dragon
Reborn_, the latest book in his "The Wheel of Time" series.  The Science
Fiction Shop is at 163 Bleeker Street, in Greenwich Village, between
Sullivan Ave and Thompson Ave.
   For a more macroscopic view of the area, this is just south of
Washington Square Park, between Avenue of the Americas (6th Ave) and
Broadway.
   For more information, you can contact the Science Fiction Shop directly
at (212)-473-3010.

Disclaimer: I have no connection with SFS other than being a very satisfied
customer for many years.

Ben Cohen
St. Peter's College
Jersey City, NJ USA
ben@spcvxa.{spc.edu,BITNET}
...!rutgers!spcvxb!ben
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Date: 8 Oct 91 19:06:10 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.unh.edu
Subject: Litmus test for fantasy

   Recently, I started _Great King's War_, because I like anything by
Piper.  The book does seem to have Piper's style (I know it's not by him)
and so it's enjoyable, but it drags a little.  If not for the smidgens of
Paratime Police thrown in, I'd probably have stopped reading it by now.
   So, is _Great King's War_ a litmus test for fantasy?  I don't read it
because I didn't think I'd like it, and now I'm sure I don't, if I'm to go
by Great King's War

Jeff Delano

------------------------------

Date: 7 Oct 91 18:33:11 GMT
From: mllern01@ulkyvx.ct.louisville.edu
Subject: Melanie Rawn

Has anyone read any of Melanie Rawn's books?  Dragon Prince or some such?
Is it worth my trouble to try to track these down?  Thanks.

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 91 11:14:13 GMT
From: brianm@soda.berkeley.edu (Brian Markenson)
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn

mllern01@ulkyvx.ct.louisville.edu writes:
>Has anyone read any of Melanie Rawn's books?  Dragon Prince or some such?
>Is it worth my trouble to try to track these down?  Thanks.

   Dragon Prince is one of the best fantasies that I've read in a long
time.  I really enjoyed it thouroughly.  Not surprisingly, the three
sequels that she has out, though they are good reading and continue the
story, don't quite measure up to the first book (IMHO).  She is an
excellent writer, I strongly reccomend that you pick up Dragon Prince and
give it a try.

Brian Markenson
brianm@soda.Berkeley.EDU
brianm@ocf.Berkeley.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 91 14:20:49 GMT
From: clee@td2cad.intel.com (Mantas _DO_ Fly)
Subject: Melanie Rawn

   The Dragon Token, Melanie Rawn's new book and the second volume of the
Dragon Star series should be out around December.  It's hardcover and
should go for around $20.00.

Cecil Lee
Intel Corp.
CLee@SC9.INTEL.COM
UUCP : {pur-ee,qantel,amdcad,oliveb,decwrl,hplabs}!intelca!mipos3!sc9!clee

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 91 01:51:54 GMT
From: alangton@suna.mqcc.mq.oz.au (Andrew Langton)
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn

mllern01@ulkyvx.ct.louisville.edu writes:
>Has anyone read any of Melanie Rawn's books?  Dragon Prince or some such?
>Is it worth my trouble to try to track these down?  Thanks.

Yes, I would recommend that you get these books.  As I understand it, there
are actually two series of three books (I could be wrong, though).  The
first series is:

   1) Dragon Prince
   2) Star Scroll
   3) Sunrunners Fire

All three have been published.  The second series has not yet been
published, and I can't remember the names of the books.  They focus on
different characters from the first three (No spoilers here :-)

I thought that the first three were very good for the most part, although
they were a bit slow in parts, and followed the same sort of format:

Start:  Everyone's happy
Middle: Problems occur, everyone's plunged into deep, dark depression
End:    Everyone's happy again.

Anyone else find this?  I know most books are along a similar vein, but the
DP series seemed to be much more obvious.

A good series overall, though.

Andrew
alangton@suna.mqcc.mq.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 91 13:28:21 GMT
From: seurer@nordruth.rchland.ibm.com (Bill Seurer)
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn

alangton@suna.mqcc.mq.oz.au (Andrew Langton) writes:
>mllern01@ulkyvx.ct.louisville.edu writes:
>>Has anyone read any of Melanie Rawn's books?  Dragon Prince or some such?
>>Is it worth my trouble to try to track these down?  Thanks.

Melanie Rawn is one of only 3 authors whose books I will buy in hardcover.
(The others are Tad Williams and Katherine Kurtz).  Her strongest point is
the fascinating characters in her world.  My wife loves the books too.
>
> Yes, I would recommend that you get these books.  As I understand it,
> there are actually two series of three books (I could be wrong, though).
> The first series is:
>    1) Dragon Prince
>    2) Star Scroll
>    3) Sunrunners Fire

> All three have been published.  The second series has not yet been
> published, and I can't remember the names of the books.  They focus on
> different characters from the first three (No spoilers here :-)

The second series has started and the first book was called Stronghold.  It
is just out now in paperback.  The 2nd book is supposed to be out by the
end of the year.

> I thought that the first three were very good for the most part, although
> they were a bit slow in parts, and followed the same sort of format:
>
> Start:  Everyone's happy
> Middle: Problems occur, everyone's plunged into deep, dark depression
> End:    Everyone's happy again.

Except for all the major characters who died in the middle.  A friend of
mine calls this the "Katherine Kurtz school of character development",
i.e., don't count on all the main characters living to the end of the book!
I find this very refreshing after umpteen hundred books where the heroes
might as well be cooking dinner for all the real danger they are in.

Bill Seurer
Language Strategy and Support
IBM
Rochester, MN
seurer@rchland.vnet.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 91 23:53:42 GMT
From: graham@cs.washington.edu (Stephen Graham)
Subject: Re: Melanie Rawn

mllern01@ulkyvx.ct.louisville.edu writes:
>Has anyone read any of Melanie Rawn's books?  Dragon Prince or some such?
>Is it worth my trouble to try to track these down?  Thanks.

Hi, my name is Steve, and I'm a heretic. I've read all three books of her
original series, and will not buy any sequels. (I was given the first
trilogy.) I only finished the trilogy because I was trapped in an airport
for several hours with only them to read. I found Rawn's characters wooden
and lacking in any significant development. Rawn also suffers from that all
too common disease of fantasy writers: inability to write concisely. All
three books could be edited down to <250 pp each with no loss in plot or
detail.

Spend your dollars elsewhere. Rawn and her ilk need less encouragement.

Stephen Graham
(206) 543-8115
graham@cs.washington.edu
uw-beaver!june!graham

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 91 22:57:00 GMT
From: beckerdj@udavxb.oca.udayton.edu ("Boomer")
Subject: Sheckley

Does anyone know where I can get my paws on some Robert Sheckley (I *hope*
I got that last name right)?  I have his latest book, _Hunter/Victim_, but
I want more.  Specifically _Is That What People Do All Day?_, it is a
collection of his short stories with a bio on his five or ten year bout
with writer's block.  Absolutly hysterical author.  Double thumbs up.  BUT
EVERY ONE OF HIS BOOKS SEEM TO BE OUT OF PRINT, ARG!

Derek Becker
BECKERDJ@UDAVXB.OCA.UDAYTON.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 91 01:05:19 GMT
From: zed@rpi.edu (Zed)
Subject: Re: Sheckley

beckerdj@UDAVXB.OCA.UDAYTON.EDU writes:
>Does anyone know where I can get my paws on some Robert Sheckley (I *hope*
>I got that last name right)?  I have his latest book, _Hunter/Victim_, but
>I want more.  Specifically _Is That What People Do All Day?_, it is a
>collection of his short stories with a bio on his five or ten year bout
>with writer's block.  Absolutly hysterical author.  Double thumbs up.  BUT
>EVERY ONE OF HIS BOOKS SEEM TO BE OUT OF PRINT, ARG!

Sheckley had indeed been seeming rather regrettably forgotten, but
Pulphouse is giving him his due: they're offering a five volume
leather-bound boxed set of his collected short fiction for $150.  They're
about the most physically beautiful sf books I've owned.  The first three
hundred sets are all signed (well, scrawled) by Sheckley, and each volume
has an introduction (Zelazny, Resnick, Jeter, Ellison and Knight) and that
writer's signature. If they do up Sturgeon like this next, I'll be a very
happy camper.

It doesn't seem to have that bio. Hmph, and I thought I was going to be
able to get away without hunting down the last Sheckley collection I didn't
have.

I read about all of him in high school, about ten years ago. And I'm
finding as I reread his stories that they've actually stuck with me...  I
remember their bite. And my memory's wretched. I hadn't realized he was
_this_ good.

He's funny alright, but usually simultaneously just as serious. And he's
got the greatest imagination of any writer I've ever read, coming up with
countless neat ideas, and writing flawless stories around them. He also
displays the widest gap between story quality and novel quality I've ever
seen - his novels generally end up being one narrator wandering through
what might have made a half dozen good stories, and, that being so
obviously his (or her? I don't recall any female protagonists in his
novels) only purpose, by the end it's pretty obvious he was woefully
underdeveloped as a character.

It's a shame this edition is so inaccessibly priced... doesn't seem likely
it'll particularly widen his readership, no matter how many nice things I
might say about it.

Pulphouse is also publishing two additional short works of his, _Minotaur
Maze_ and _Xlotol_, the former a novella going for $65 leather, $35 cloth
and $10 paper, and the latter a short story for $20 in hardback and $2 in
paper. He's also got a story, "Myryx", in _Isaac's Universe, Vol. 1: The
Diplomacy Guild_, which is an anthology of a lot of really good writers
doing really mediocre work, and his story is no exception. Finally,
Pulphouse biweekly is publishing a serialized novel of his. Or at least
they started such in #1; I don't know if their plans have changed. And
that's all the in-print Sheckley I know of. Of course, I haven't checked
books in print.

After all this, I'd may as well give Pulphouse's address: Pulphouse
Publishing, Box 1227, Eugene, OR 97440. And a disclaimer: I have no
relation to them other than as customer. It's just hard to talk about
Sheckley's availability these days without bringing them up, is all.

I've been meaning to rave about Sheckley for a little while now; thanks for
the impetus.

PO Box 698
Piscataway, NJ 08855
zed@rpi.edu                                     

------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 91 23:42:26 GMT
From: zornow@hpcc01.corp.hp.com (Claudia Zornow)
Subject: _Russian Spring_ (SPOILERS)

I haven't yet seen any mention of Norman Spinrad's new book _Russian
Spring_ here.  I just read it, and then read Orson Scott Card's comments on
it in a recent F&SF "Books to Look For" column.  While I have more nits to
pick than Card does, I still found the book both entertaining and
thought-provoking.  I recommend it (and will be returning it to the
Sunnyvale library this week, for those of you in the Bay Area...)

SPOILERS follow:

Good points:

  I found most of the characters to be engaging and believable.  I kept
  wanting to find out more about what happened to each viewpoint character,
  and I had no trouble distinguishing them (compare _The Number of the
  Beast_!).

  The political future drawn by Spinrad was fascinating.  It seemed so real
  that when I heard talk of the Soviet Union on the news this morning I had
  trouble believing that this was still the old present gang.

  It was just a "good read" - if a book both entertains me and makes me
  think, I'm delighted to have read it.

Nits:

  Spinrad hardly dealt with the influence of Asia, especially Japan, in his
  vision of the future world order.  I found it hard to believe that Asia
  wouldn't have more influence in any near future.

  As Card pointed out, Spinrad does tend to lapse into travel writing on
  occasion.  Some of his sex scenes have the same feel: an entertaining
  sidetrip within the narrative, but perhaps not needed for plot reasons at
  that level of detail... (I'm not saying all sex scenes have to be for
  plot reasons, but in this book I found some of them to seem superfluous).
  I did like Spinrad's ability to deal with sex scenes from the point of
  view of both female and male protagonists without seeming obviously more
  comfortable writing from one point of view or the other.

  Some plot twists were just too convenient:

    Yuri, Sonya's ex-lover, shows up for a brief scene long after his part
    in Sonya's life, just to give her a crucial bit of information.

    Bobby runs into Eileen, the perfect person to introduce him to the part
    of America he's looking for.  *And* she's happy to sleep with him.
    *And* of course there's a vacancy at Little Moscow.

    The whole nature of Jerry's head injury and its treatment was a bit too
    pat.  It seemed like the TV-movie disease of the week, where the
    hero/ine has exactly the symptoms needed to move the plot along.

    This is really a nit, but how is a young woman like Franja going to
    become a captain on Aeroflot after just going to pilot school, without
    *years* of seniority?  Surely the Marshal's influence couldn't be that
    far-reaching.

Other comments?

Claudia

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 91 01:37:05 GMT
From: hsv3!mvp@vicom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Subject: James Tiptree, Jr.

repnomar@leland.Stanford.EDU (Janet M. Lafler) writes:
>And, for a look at male human sexuality which is sure to have Netters
>everywhere crying "Sexism!  Male- Bashing!" see [Alice Sheldon, aka James
>Tiptree Jr., aka Racoona Sheldon]'s story, "The Screwfly Solution."

It struck me as plain silly, and internally inconsistent to boot.  I was
following along with it until the hero killed his daughter.  Given that the
"alien modification" did what it was described as doing, he would no more
have been irresistably compelled to kill his daughter than he would, absent
the "modification", have been compelled to rape her.  This is the sort of
thing that makes me yell "Gimme a *BREAK*!"  and makes me unwilling to read
more by that author.

Everything I've read by Sheldon has been grim, depressing, and just plain
unpleasant reading.  Long before her suicide*, I called this the "The whole
universe sucks, let's all kill ourselves" theme.  I don't care to read this
sort of thing, thank you very much.

*(I just wanted to make it clear that I wasn't referring to or making
  light of her suicide here.  She isn't the only author whose work 
  affects me this way; Harlan Ellison is another.)

Mike Van Pelt
Headland Technology/V7
mvp@hsv3.lsil.com     
...ames!vsi1!hsv3!mvp 

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 91 22:45:08 GMT
From: dant@logos.wr.tek.com (Dan Tilque)
Subject: Re: James Tiptree, Jr.

speterse%peruvian.utah.edu@cs.utah.edu writes:
>(I wonder if one is more likely to appreciate Tiptree if one is female.
>I'm male myself, and I reading Tiptree does not exactly make me feel good
>about my sexuality, I don't think she's being particularly unfair.  What
>she says isn't very pleasant to contemplate, but it's true enough to my
>own observation that I can't just write it off as "man-hating".)

SPOILERS

Actually, I thought she was being unfair.  The males in that story were
depicted as have a sexuality on about the same level as that of an insect,
i.e. once mating has begun he completes the act without being able to stop.
The chemical that the aliens distributed modified that behavior pattern to
one of murder.

The plain fact of the matter is that male sexuality is nothing at all like
that.  Humans have the ability to override every reflex and behavior
pattern they have.  That includes sex even when it's well along.

Dan Tilque
dant@logos.WR.TEK.COM

------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 91 15:55:49 GMT
From: jefft@athena.mit.edu (Jeff Tang)
Subject: Knight of Shadows

With the next book rumored to be coming out soon, I reread Knight of
Shadows and noticed something.

Does anyone else think that the ring the Merlin found in Brand's room is
affecting him adversely?  It seems to have changed his behavior, and there
has to be a good reason that Brand wasn't using it.

Also, what do "wandir" and "windle" from Grayswandir and Werewindle mean?

Jeff Tang
jefft@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 91 00:32:13 GMT
From: C512052@umcvmb.missouri.edu ("David K. Drum")
Subject: Looking for article about St. Louis Arch and McDonalds

Hi all!

Some years ago I saw an article, about a page long, that was a report
detailing the discovery of a large arch near the Mississippi River by
archaeologists.  This arch, it explained, was probably the center of a
worldwide religion whose priests' main function was feeding the population.
Many local temples had been unearthed that were always marked by the sign
of two golden arches.

Being in ninth grade, I lacked the foresight to get a copy of it.  It was a
cute article, but finding it is important because I was born and raised in
St. Louis.  I have posted this request on the Internet discussion groups
some time ago, and received no good replies.  If any one out there has the
remotest idea where I could find this article, I would appreciate it very
much.  Please send email to me.

David Drum
C512052@umcvmb.missouri.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 24 Sep 91 16:58:16 GMT
From: tlynch@cco.caltech.edu (Timothy W. Lynch)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant

sksircar@phoenix.Princeton.EDU (Subrata Sircar) writes:
>tlynch@cco.caltech.edu (Timothy W. Lynch) writes:
>>Since there's been a lot of discussion about TC as either an anti-hero or
>>a reluctant one, who would people suggest is the most "true" hero of the
>>piece?  My vote's always been for Mhoram, personally...
>
>I'd vote for Foamfollower, after he "fell"; he overcomes mostly the same
>problem(s) as Mhoram, Bannor and Covenant.  The whole series is about
>people finding out that the things they've set as cornerstones of their
>lives aren't true, and what happens after.  Those who set up new
>cornerstones, just as unstable as the old (Elena, Hile Troy, Kevin
>Landwaster) fail; those who base their lives around rejection of despair
>and look for hope (Foamfollower, Bannor, et al.) succeed.  In that sense
>there are many "true" heros.

Interesting take; I don't think that particular outlook is one I'd seen
before.  I'd always based it around something of a rejection of
_absolutes_: Hile Troy, Elena, and Kevin had no sense of balance.
(Neither, however, did Bannor and I'm not entirely sure that he
"succeeded".  He survived, but is that enough?)

Tim Lynch

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 91 23:06:31 GMT
From: sksircar@phoenix.princeton.edu (Subrata Sircar)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant

tlynch@cco.caltech.edu (Timothy W. Lynch) writes:
>sksircar@phoenix.Princeton.EDU (Subrata Sircar) writes:
>>I'd vote for Foamfollower, after he "fell"; he overcomes mostly the same
>>problem(s) as Mhoram, Bannor and Covenant.  The whole series is about
>>people finding out that the things they've set as cornerstones of their
>>lives aren't true, and what happens after.  Those who set up new
>>cornerstones, just as unstable as the old (Elena, Hile Troy, Kevin
>>Landwaster) fail; those who base their lives around rejection of despair
>>and look for hope (Foamfollower, Bannor, et al.) succeed.  In that sense
>>there are many "true" heros.
>
>Interesting take; I don't think that particular outlook is one I'd seen
>before.  I'd always based it around something of a rejection of
>_absolutes_: Hile Troy, Elena, and Kevin had no sense of balance.
>(Neither, however, did Bannor and I'm not entirely sure that he
>"succeeded".  He survived, but is that enough?)

That's close to what I meant by "cornerstones" - Hile Troy and Elena in
particular based their entire lives on a particular inflexible ideal, and
when it was shown to not be so, couldn't adapt.  A sense of balance, and
the ability to overcome the loss of those absolute cornerstones of faith,
characterizes the heros.

I classify Bannor among the heros of the series because he was able to work
around the vow of the Haruchai, and in Book 3 he states the lesson that the
Vow taught him: no man should make such a vow, and allow it to so dominate
their life.  He'd based his life around that vow, and survived its
collapse, and was adapting to the new order of things.

Subrata Sircar
sksircar@phoenix.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 91 02:15:16 GMT
From: derek@netcom.com (Derek LeLash)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant

Just to throw in my own two cents, I found that Covenant's actions and
attitudes (and thus much of the impetus of the first book, until the Land's
characters were established) were framed by Donaldson as a more realistic
reaction of someone from "this Earth" who is placed into a fantasy setting.
Too often we read stories where a real person turns out to be
super-powerful in the fantasy world, and picks up that responsibility with
no difficulty or ambivalence.  Covenant has lived as someone without even
the power to keep himself safe all the time, so his reactions made a great
deal of sense to me.  In any case, I rather enjoyed reading about an
anti-hero; better that than something like Eddings, where everyone (even
many of the "enemies") are really very nice people when you get to know
them... :-) 

Derek LeLash
derek@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 91 04:06:54 GMT
From: tlynch@cco.caltech.edu (Timothy W. Lynch)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant

sksircar@phoenix.Princeton.EDU (Subrata Sircar) writes:
>tlynch@cco.caltech.edu (Timothy W. Lynch) writes:
>>Interesting take; I don't think that particular outlook is one I'd seen
>>before.  I'd always based it around something of a rejection of
>>_absolutes_: Hile Troy, Elena, and Kevin had no sense of balance.
>>(Neither, however, did Bannor and I'm not entirely sure that he
>>"succeeded".  He survived, but is that enough?)
>
>That's close to what I meant by "cornerstones" - Hile Troy and Elena in
>particular based their entire lives on a particular inflexible ideal, and
>when it was shown to not be so, couldn't adapt.  A sense of balance, and
>the ability to overcome the loss of those absolute cornerstones of faith,
>characterizes the heros.

Agreed on this.  Sounds like we've got the same ideas...just different
words.

>I classify Bannor among the heros of the series because he was able to
>work around the vow of the Haruchai, and in Book 3 he states the lesson
>that the Vow taught him: no man should make such a vow, and allow it to so
>dominate their life.  He'd based his life around that vow, and survived
>its collapse, and was adapting to the new order of things.

This is true.  I think Bannor's probably one of the more tragic heroes of
the piece, though; I know his last scene in _The Power That Preserves_ did
more to depress me than anything that happened to Foamfollower.  (Of
course, the reverse is true of Mhoram; _Lord Mhoram's Victory_ is one of my
favorite chapters in all six books.)

Tim Lynch

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 91 05:52:14 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant

[on "true heroes" in the TC series]

   Personally, I think of Covenant as a hero. He STARTS OUT as an
anti-hero, and a rather annoying whiner. By the end of the first series,
though, he learns to deal with both his lives - the one in "this world" and
in the Land and finds that he CAN act, and act effectively, in both. The
triumph of Covenant over his trained, as well as self-imposed, inability to
act is one of the greatest feats of personal realization in that entire
series.  It is, in my opinion, one of the most truly Heroic acts of the
series.
   Moreover, he carries those lessons with him to the second series, having
learned to be a functional member of the community in this world, and
eventually finding a way to beat Lord Foul once more even when it seems
that there is nothing he can do.

   By the way, I agree with a prior poster RE Foul. I have NEVER seen a
more virulent and terrifying description of utter evil. I have only
recently come up with something in my own writing which gives me half the
creeps that Lord Foul Despiser did and I am sure that this evil's portrayal
owes a great deal, at least subconsciously, to the impression that Foul
left on me.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 91 16:15:53 GMT
From: Kay.Shapero@f524.n102.z1.fidonet.org (Kay Shapero)
Subject: Thomas Covenant

Colin Jones wrote:
>Perhaps the male/female difference in liking the series could be put down
>to his raping the girl and still not being a bad guy - as men we can
>understand the forces driving him to the act and his self-loathing when he
>realises what he's done, which for a woman I would imagine would be a
>great deal harder to empathise with, especially as she would be driven
>rather to empathise with the girl's anguish.

I doubt it - I never got that far in attempting to read the book in the
first place.  Furthermore, I read and enjoy the works of Lois McMaster
Bujold, despite the fact that a character who committed rape at one point
comes across as a tragic figure, and is not really evil at all, though
posessed of some pretty serious psychological problems.  I suspect it's
more Thomas Covenant's tendancy to continually whine about everything (yes,
he has problems.  SO?) that turns folks of either sex off.

Kay Shapero
Kay.Shapero@f524.n102.z1.fidonet.org

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 91 22:35:06 GMT
From: phillips@syrinx.umd.edu (Felan shena Thoron'edras)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant

tlynch@cco.caltech.edu (Timothy W. Lynch) writes:
>(That's not to say that I don't think I wouldn't immediately try to help
>were I in his situation.  I probably would which in Donaldson's mind is
>precisely why I'd never have been chosen.)

Er, what?  I haven't read it recently enough to be able to remember enough
to be able to figure out what you mean.  Why wouldn't you have been chosen?

>Since there's been a lot of discussion about TC as either an anti-hero or
>a reluctant one, who would people suggest is the most "true" hero of the
>piece?

There were lots of little heroes - people who gave more than anyone could
have expected them to give.  That..Ramen?  Rue.  I _think_ it was her - the
one who TC met in the first book, and then in the third (boy, I'm gonna
have to go reread them if my memory is _this_ bad about the details.
Pretty sad, for me).
  Overall, Saltheart Foamfollower was one of my favorites...
  Maybe one of the other reasons I didn't like it was because there
_wasn't_ any clearly identified 'hero' as I think of one.  TC had his
problems, everyone else worshipped him, and _everyone_ had flaws of some
sort.  They were all _so_ human.  Somehow, it wasn't what I'd wanted.  If
TC had been less 'whiny' (to use the current net.term for him), maybe I
wouldn't have minded. There weren't _any_ heroes, not in the way that -
oh.. Belgarion, Arutha of Feist's Riftwar Saga, Aragorn of course, the list
is pretty long, were. All with flaws, but all trying.  I think that was it.
TC didn't try, and none of the others seemed to have the hero makeup
either, except Mhoram maybe.  Elena was just a fool, IMO, but a desperate
one who would try _anything_ to save her people.  She had potential, maybe.
  So, to answer your question more succinctly, I would have to say that no
one was really a 'true hero', although Mhoram is a possibility.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 91 22:53:09 GMT
From: phillips@syrinx.umd.edu (Felan shena Thoron'edras)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant: What would _you_ have done?

derek@netcom.COM (Derek LeLash) writes:
>Just to throw in my own two cents, I found that Covenant's actions and
>attitudes (and thus much of the impetus of the first book, until the
>Land's characters were established) were framed by Donaldson as a more
>realistic reaction of someone from "this Earth" who is placed into a
>fantasy setting.  Too often we read stories where a real person turns out
>to be super-powerful in the fantasy world, and picks up that
>responsibility with no difficulty or ambivalence.  Covenant has lived as
>someone without even the power to keep himself safe all the time, so his
>reactions made a great deal of sense to me.

This is a really good point, that so often people have no problems in other
worlds from 'this' one.  It _is_ pretty unlikely, after all - how many
people would be able to survive in a world like those typically described
in fantasy books?  Think about it, take away all our perks - electricity,
heating/air-conditioning, indoor plumbing, grocery stores..  What's left?
How many of us _would_ survive? (Stoves, microwaves...)
  If dumped into a small village, prosperous and friendly enough to welcome
a stranger who was obviously confused, then yeah, we'd survive.  How many
of us would really be able to contribute anything back?  I wouldn't, except
maybe chopping wood (not necessary in the Land, of course, so I wouldn't
even be able to do that).
  In light of that helplessness, even if we discount his leprosy, TC's
unwillingness to _do_ anything is actually much more palatable, and
certainly more realistic (of course, I tend to read for the unrealistic
parts, but this is an okay one).  What I would have tried to do would be to
learn to do _something_ - cook, sew, fight, shoot arrows...depending on
what I was supposed to be there for.  I.e., if I was just dumped there from
an eddy in the space-time continuum, I'd need to learn 'homelike' skills,
things useful in maintaining day-to-day lives.  In a hero's position, I'd
want to learn some of those anyway, but I'd also be there to learn whatever
was most needed from me - and I'd try to.  Of course, I'd also want to
learn everything I could about wherever I ended up, as a student of
history; it would be _fascinating_ to get dumped into a totally new
culture...
  So, what would you have done in his place?  Hmmm?  How many of us really
could have done anything more than what he did at first?  (Granted, we
could have done more later, but at the beginning, how many would really be
useful to anyone, including themselves?)

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 91 01:15:32 GMT
From: tlynch@cco.caltech.edu (Timothy W. Lynch)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant

phillips@syrinx.umd.edu writes:
>tlynch@cco.caltech.edu (Timothy W. Lynch) writes:
>>(That's not to say that I don't think I wouldn't immediately try to help
>>were I in his situation.  I probably would which in Donaldson's mind is
>>precisely why I'd never have been chosen.)
>
>Er, what?  I haven't read it recently enough to be able to remember enough
>to be able to figure out what you mean.  Why wouldn't you have been
>chosen?

Donaldson's approach seems to be that only someone able to balance in "the
eye of the paradox" [e.g. the Land and Unbelief simultaneously] had any
hope of succeeding against Foul.  Those who did try to help immediately
found that their deepest hopes and convictions not only didn't work, but
were generally used against them.  Look at Elena.  Look at the Bloodguard.
Look at Hile Troy.  Look at Kevin Landwaster.

>>Since there's been a lot of discussion about TC as either an anti-hero or
>>a reluctant one, who would people suggest is the most "true" hero of the
>>piece?
>
>There were lots of little heroes - people who gave more than anyone could
>have expected them to give.  That..Ramen?  Rue.  I _think_ it was her -
>the one who TC met in the first book, and then in the third

Hmm.  Hadn't really considered her.

>  Overall, Saltheart Foamfollower was one of my favorites...

One of mine, too but Mhoram wins out as my favorite, I think.

>  Maybe one of the other reasons I didn't like it was because there
>_wasn't_ any clearly identified 'hero' as I think of one.

Oh, I think there was - Mhoram qualifies for me.  Quoth Saltheart: "Do you
believe Lord Mhoram will ever despair?"  :-)

>TC had his problems, everyone else worshipped him, and _everyone_ had
>flaws of some sort.  They were all _so_ human.  Somehow, it wasn't what
>I'd wanted.

Understandable.  It's a matter of taste - it happened to be just what I was
looking for at the time.

Tim Lynch

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 91 12:58:56 GMT
From: steyn@cs.rochester.edu (Gavin Steyn)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant: What would _you_ have done?

phillips@syrinx.umd.edu writes:
>  In light of that helplessness, even if we discount his leprosy, TC's
>unwillingness to _do_ anything is actually much more palatable, and
>certainly more realistic (of course, I tend to read for the unrealistic
>parts, but this is an okay one).  What I would have tried to do would be
>to learn to do _something_ - cook, sew, fight, shoot arrows...depending on
>what I was supposed to be there for.  I.e., if I was just dumped there
>from an eddy in the space-time continuum, I'd need to learn 'homelike'
>skills, things useful in maintaining day-to-day lives.  In a hero's
>position, I'd want to learn some of those anyway, but I'd also be there to
>learn whatever was most needed from me - and I'd try to.  Of course, I'd
>also want to learn everything I could about wherever I ended up, as a
>student of history; it would be _fascinating_ to get dumped into a totally
>new culture...  So, what would you have done in his place?  Hmmm?  How
>many of us really could have done anything more than what he did at first?
>(Granted, we could have done more later, but at the beginning, how many
>would really be useful to anyone, including theirselves?)

  The question isn't whether you'd try to learn anything useful.  The
scenario you describe is more appropriate to, say, if you had parachuted
out of an airplane and landed in a remote village somewhere that you
previously knew to exist (e.g. amongst a tribe of amazons).
  Covenant's case is much more severe.  He gets knocked unconscious, and
when he wakes up he's in a place where the laws of physics are different.
I don't know about you, but that would disturn the hell out of me.  I'd
assume (just as Covenant does) that I was dreaming.  It would be preferable
to the thought I was going crazy...
  I think anyone who just accepted the reality of the land from the
beginning probably didn't have both feet planted on the ground too firmly
here.

Gavin Steyn
steyn@cs.rochester.edu
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Date: 26 Sep 91 14:23:10 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant: What would _you_ have done?

steyn@cs.rochester.edu (Gavin Steyn) writes:
>  Covenant's case is much more severe.  He gets knocked unconscious, and
>when he wakes up he's in a place where the laws of physics are different.
>I don't know about you, but that would disturb the hell out of me.  I'd
>assume (just as Covenant does) that I was dreaming.  It would be
>preferable to the thought I was going crazy...
>
>  I think anyone who just accepted the reality of the land from the
>beginning probably didn't have both feet planted on the ground too firmly
>here.

   Or someone who realized that the difference, WHILE THEY WERE THERE, was
irrelevant, incompetent, and immaterial. If you are dreaming, it still is
important to Be Yourself. I realized that a long time ago; it's the key to
the old man's admonition, "Be True."
   I learned (after getting fed up with a recurring nightmare at the age of
5) to control my dreams. I'd be able to verify that the Land was not a
dream in jig time. ANd even if not, well, then I'd still go and act as
though it was real since it would be the most sensible course: If it's a
dream, then I can go ahead and enjoy the adventure. If it ISN'T a dream,
I'd damn well BETTER go and get things done because it's MY ass on the line
too.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 91 16:49:38 GMT
From: GLWARNER@samford.bitnet (THE GAR)
Subject: SPOILER ALERT: DONALDSON

My reply to the below message will DESTROY the enjoyability of Book one of
the new Donaldson GAP series: THE REAL STORY.  Please be advised that you
will want to skip this message if you haven't read it, but would like to.
My advice: Skip the whole series.  I don't plan to give Mr. D any more
money on this one.

>Pseudo-spoiler ahead!!
>   Now, I am certain that women will react differently towards him than
>men will.  Women will take the rape of Lena in a much more personal
>fashion than most men, simply because rape is not a likely crime to be
>perpetrated upon a man.  I've never yet met a woman who had any sympathy
>whatsoever for anyone convicted of rape.  Which sort of restores a bit of
>my faith in humanity, actually!
>
>Lastly, has anyone read the Forbidden Knowledge novel (or is that the name
>of the series)?  I saw it in the bookstore, but didn't have any time to
>more than glance at the cover.

>When Covenant first appears in the Land, Lena restores the feeling in his
>extremities as well.  His sudden rush of feeling, confusion, and not to
>mention the fact that he thinks he is dreaming probably all contribute to
>his act of rape.  You have to feel sorry for Covenant, even though you
>don't really like him.

Replying to these two posts combined, in the "Gap" series, the main
character makes Thomas C. look like a Saint.  The majority of book one
tells of one anti-hero who manages to capture a beautiful female cop, and
put her under a mind control device, which he uses to make her submit to
all sorts of vile sex, or to just stand passive while he beats her up.

The anti-hero is a pretty despicable pirate, hated and feared by all.  He
ends up getting framed, and I am having a real hard time deciding whether
Donaldson expects us to feel sorry for this piece of scum or not.

Also, I would like to once again voice my complaint that publishers are
ripping us off.  This book features three blank, but numbered, pages
between each chapter, causing the actual number of pages of text to be 119
or so.  For a hard cover book!

Later.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 91 07:16:45 GMT
From: lorend@pro-scat.cts.com (Loren Damewood)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant

I've been reading the messages anent Donaldsons' "Thomas Covenant" series
with interest. I read all of 'em, cursing the whole time, but enjoying them
immensely. The story is neat, but it would have been nice if he'd written
it in English, instead of the whatever-it-was he used. The only thing I can
figure out is that he must have had a computer program that would sift
through all the words in a thesaurus to find the least likely and most
awkward synonyms for any words that had any. It was the most painful
reading experience I've ever had, at least as regards books that I bothered
to finish.

Internet: lorend@pro-scat.cts.com
UUCP:     crash!pro-scat!lorend
ARPA:     crash!pro-scat!lorend@nosc.mil

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 91 23:14:24 GMT
From: cplma@marlin.jcu.edu.au (Lynn Alford)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant

derek@netcom.COM (Derek LeLash) writes:
>Just to throw in my own two cents, I found that Covenant's actions and
>attitudes (and thus much of the impetus of the first book, until the
>Land's characters were established) were framed by Donaldson as a more
>realistic reaction of someone from "this earth" who is placed into a
>fantasy setting.

I would like to take this moment to disagree.  If you want to see more
realistic reactions of people thrust in a fantasy world try the Guardians
of the Flame series by Joel Rosenberg.  They do have some powers, but they
aren't all powerful.  And they don't really come to terms with their new
world until one of them dies there and stays dead.  I read the Covenant
series because I cared about the Land, but they could have thrown Covenant
in the nearest chasm and it wouldn't have bothered me a bit.  He spent
*far* too much time in the first series whining about *everything*.  By the
third book, I had had too much of him.  Just about the time he was getting
to be better in the second series, he died.  Ah well, such is the fantasy
life.

Lynn

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 91 00:03:58 GMT
From: rob@dosequis.eng.ohio-state.edu (Rob Carriere)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant: What would _you_ have done?

steyn@cs.rochester.edu (Gavin Steyn) writes: 
>I'd assume (just as Covenant does) that I was dreaming.  It would be
>preferable to the thought I was going crazy...

You touch on the center of my dislike for the trilogy: Donaldson fails to
convince me that Covenant (or anyone) can sustain disbelief in all
experienced reality for months without going mad.  The psychological
process is nicely timed for the reader, but it makes no sense (to me) on
the timescale of the novel.

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 91 04:48:42 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant: What would _you_ have done? (SPOILERS)

ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin) writes:
>    Who were the "good guys" of the Land, the ones who did good and no
>harm? The Lords - they refused to touch power, except defensively. The
>Forestals locked themselves in their forests. The Giants died. Covenant
>never struck at Foul, he only refused to give in (although he did destroy
>the Illearth Stone.) Linden didn't either, she cured the Sunbane. -Those-
>were the actions that weakened Foul.

   At least I can respond to this relatively quickly:

   Lord Mhoram. He realized the key. It isn't whether you attack directly.
It isn't whether you try to do something. It is A) whether you despair
(Mhoram didn't and couldn't), and whether you are FLEXIBLE (Mhoram was; he
could see the trap the Lords built for themselves and he could escape.
   Thus I contend that it IS possible to actively fight him; you just have
to be flexible and not despair, always realize there is hope, and don't
build all that hope on ONE foundation (as Kevin, Elena et al. did).  Always
have multiple strings on your bow, always be ready to deal with something
unforeseen, be ready with a new plan for when the last one fails.

   NEVER SURRENDER!

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 91 20:02:58 GMT
From: mattel@auto-trol.com (Matt Telles)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant

   Hey guys, I *liked* TC.  I liked the writing, I liked the characters.  I
liked the Land and all its glory.  For my book there was nothing better
written than the last chapter or so of White Gold Wielder (the self-titled
chapter, that is.)
   OK, Linden was a wimp.  This is nothing new.  Read his new series
(Forbidden etc:) now THERE are some disgusting characters.

Matt Telles
Auto-trol Technology
12500 N Washington
Denver, CO 80241-2404
(303)252-2874
mattel@auto-trol.COM
ncar!ico!auto-trol!mattel

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 91 14:57:35 GMT
From: tlynch@cco.caltech.edu (Timothy W. Lynch)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant: What would _you_ have done? (SPOILERS)

resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor) writes:
>ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin) writes:
>>    Who were the "good guys" of the Land, the ones who did good and no
>>harm? The Lords - they refused to touch power, except defensively. The
>>Forestals locked themselves in their forests. The Giants died. Covenant
>>never struck at Foul, he only refused to give in (although he did destroy
>>the Illearth Stone.) Linden didn't either, she cured the Sunbane. -Those-
>>were the actions that weakened Foul.
>
>   At least I can respond to this relatively quickly:
>
>   Lord Mhoram. He realized the key. It isn't whether you attack directly.
>It isn't whether you try to do something. It is A) whether you despair
>(Mhoram didn't and couldn't), and whether you are FLEXIBLE (Mhoram was; he
>could see the trap the Lords built for themselves and he could escape.

This much sounds good...

>   Thus I contend that it IS possible to actively fight him; you just have
>to be flexible and not despair, always realize there is hope, and don't
>build all that hope on ONE foundation (as Kevin, Elena et al did).

But you already are, you see - you're building all your hope on the
foundation that YOU, due to being an unknown quantity, can easily trash
Foul.  Covenant was the most flexible of all; in the end, he beat Foul by
_refusing to fight_.

Tim Lynch

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 91 15:21:20 GMT
From: tlynch@cco.caltech.edu (Timothy W. Lynch)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant

mattel@auto-trol.com (Matt Telles) writes:
>   Hey guys, I *liked* TC.  I liked the writing, I liked the characters.
>I liked the Land and all its glory.

So did I.  What's the fuss?

>For my book there was nothing better written than the last chapter or so
>of White Gold Wielder (the self-titled chapter, that is.)

The last few chapters of WGW are among the best I've read, yes (basically
from the destruction of Andelain onwards).  There are a few others - the
closing 10 pages or so of _The Illearth War_, for instance.

Tim Lynch

------------------------------

Date: 26 Sep 91 15:38:45 GMT
From: s5000!unislc!kjk@uunet.uu.net (Kirt Krammer)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant -- Lord Foul's Bane

mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Michel Forget):
> When Covenant first appears in the Land, Lena restores the feeling in his
> extremities as well.  His sudden rush of feeling, confusion, and not to
> mention the fact that he thinks he is dreaming probably all contribute to
> his act of rape.  You have to feel sorry for Covenant, even though you
> don't really like him.

This is approximately what Stephen Donaldson explained at a symposium a few
years back.  Under the circumstances, Covenant *believed* he was dreaming,
a conviction that was fortified by the "impossible" sensations he
experienced as his physical sensibilities returned.  In the amoral arena of
dreams, we sometimes do things that are not nice.

Donaldson also felt it necessary to be true to the character that was
developing.  To contrive a way around what he perceived as a natural
(though unpleasant) course of events would have been manipulative and
dishonest.  We don't have to condone Covenant's actions to see the depth
and complexity they injected into both his character the tale as a whole.

Even with character/plot development and authorial integrity as good
reasons for telling the story as he did, Donaldson labored with difficulty
over his decision to do so.  He strikes me as having a strong personal
sense of morality (he is the son of a clergyman, I recall), and it was no
small thing for him to include a scene of such repugnance and certain
controversy in his work.

I applaud him for his "writer's courage" even though I, too, almost threw
out the book after the first hour or so.

Kirt Krammer
Unisys Corp, PLS-2    
322 N. 2200 W.
Salt Lake City, UT 84116
801-594-5742
kjk@unislc.uucp   

------------------------------

Date: 27 Sep 91 19:41:44 GMT
From: dplatt@ntg.com (Dave Platt)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant: What would _you_ have done?

steyn@cs.rochester.edu (Gavin Steyn) writes:
>  Covenant's case is much more severe.  He gets knocked unconscious, and
>when he wakes up he's in a place where the laws of physics are different.
>I don't know about you, but that would disturb the hell out of me.  I'd
>assume (just as Covenant does) that I was dreaming.  It would be
>preferable to the thought I was going crazy...
>
>  I think anyone who just accepted the reality of the land from the
>beginning probably didn't have both feet planted on the ground too firmly
>here.

It was even worse than that, from Covenant's point of view.  Remember what
he was told (and shown) when he was first diagnosed as having leprosy
(paraphrasing and summarizing):

  "You are a leper.  That's an inescapable fact of your life, from now on.
   It will never change, and you'll always have to deal with it.  You're
   going to have to take constant physical precautions; if you don't, the
   effects of your illness will make it impossible for you to survive
   outside of a hospital or sanitarium.  You're likely to find it very
   difficult, because of its effects but even more because of how people
   are going to react to you and your condition.
  
  "People in your situation have a strong tendency to lapse into fantasy
   and fugue, as a way of escaping from the physical and psychological
   pressures you're facing.  The commonest fantasy is that your illness
   doesn't really matter... followed by a belief that your illness isn't
   real.  This is _very_ dangerous to you... if you begin to believe this,
   then you're almost certain to let your physical precautions lapse, your
   illness will overcome you, and you'll be sent back here to the
   sanitarium, cripped and disfigured, for the rest of your life.  You
   _MUST_NOT_ come to believe that _ANYTHING_ can change the fact of your
   leprosy... if you do, you'll be taking the first step down a slippery
   slope which will lead to a slow destruction that you would find to be
   worse than death."

So, what happens to the guy?  He goes back out into the world, and tries to
pick up the pieces of his life.  His wife leaves him, taking their child.
His neighbors turn against him.  The townspeople reject him.  He's being
isolated from all human contact and comfort...

...and then he passes out, and finds himself in The Land... where fantastic
and impossible things happen, and where one of the first things to occur is
that he is apparently cured of his leprosy.

He is now in a situation which EXACTLY corresponds to the fantasy/fugue
situation that he was warned was his greatest risk!

Is it any surprise that he chose to reject the reality of The Land, and to
declare himself "the Unbeliever"?  From his point of view... given all that
he had been told and all that he had seen... such a rejection of The Lands
as a fantasy was the _only_ sane thing he could do in order to save his own
life.

That's not to say that what he did to Lena was excusable but, it's perhaps
a bit more understandable.  As far as I can recall, Covenant never did try
to excuse it, either to himself or to anyone else (in either world).  At
first, he tried to believe that his actions in The Land simply didn't
matter, because The Land wasn't real.  Eventually, though, he came to
realize that, real or fantasy, The Land was a place in which one could not
escape responsibility for the consequences of ones own actions and at
that point he turned from a rather miserable and dislikable character into
someone who I could come to respect.

Dave Platt               
New Technologies Group Inc.
2468 Embarcardero Way
Palo Alto CA 94303
Domain: dplatt@ntg.com
UUCP: ...apple!ntg!dplatt

------------------------------

Date: 29 Sep 91 23:21:58 GMT
From: ead1162@rigel.tamu.edu
Subject: Thomas the leper

What a bleeding heart about Thomas, just because a person is afflicted with
something doesn't mean that he has to be treated any different than anyone
else. As a matter of fact most of the paraplegic and other "impaired"
individuals I know consider it an insult to them if you do so.

Sandy

------------------------------
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                   Star Trek Books

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 91 20:09:52 GMT
From: mjbarkl@pacbell.com (Michael Barkley)
Subject: Earth First and _Fallen Angels_ (spoiler?)

I read _Fallen Angels_ this weekend (Niven/Pournelle/Flynn, $5.95, Baen
Books mass market paperback, 7/91) and enjoyed it tremendously.

I also found it rather harsh in its environmentalist-bashing.  Since I have
feet in both interests, it troubled me.

I am still curious to know whether paper cups or styrofoam cups are
preferable, and whether or not it might be better to raise spotted owls
commercially for reintroduction into new-growth forest although I have seen
old-growth redwood clearcuts immediately after the deed and felt it
bordered on vandalism.  But, I also hope that the future includes
exploration of other worlds (unless we are going to clear-cut them as
well).  But the extent of Green-bashing in this novel (forecast?) exceeds
anything I've seen (outside of the net, of course, where vitriol runs
amok).  Is that an accurate depiction of the tensions betwen Fandom and
Greens?

Mike Barkley

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 91 01:10:51 GMT
From: ericf@netcom.com (Eric France)
Subject: Re: Earth First and _Fallen Angels_ (spoiler?)

mjbarkl@PacBell.COM (Michael Barkley) writes:
> I also found it rather harsh in its environmentalist-bashing.  Since I
> have feet in both interests, it troubled me.
[...]
> But, the extent of Green-bashing in this novel (forecast?) exceeds
> anything I've seen (outside of the net, of course, where vitriol runs
> amok).  Is that an accurate depiction of the tensions betwen Fandom and
> Greens?

I'm not sure.  This aspect of the novel bothered me immensely, as well.  LN
& JP seemed to characterize environmentalism, in any form, as being
equivalent with reactionary, anti-intellectual technophobia.  In my
experience, scientists have always spear-headed the environmental movement,
not dogma-spewing new-age neopagans.  Can anyone shed any light on this?

Eric France
Poughkeepsie, NY USA
ericf@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 91 07:09:29 GMT
From: msmith@meson.tricity.wsu.edu (Mark Smith)
Subject: Re: Earth First and _Fallen Angels_ (spoiler?)

ericf@netcom.COM (Eric France) writes:
>mjbarkl@PacBell.COM (Michael Barkley) writes:
>> I also found it rather harsh in its environmentalist-bashing.  Since I
>> have feet in both interests, it troubled me.
[...]
>I'm not sure.  This aspect of the novel bothered me immensely, as well.
>LN & JP seemed to characterize environmentalism, in any form, as being
>equivalent with reactionary, anti-intellectual technophobia.  In my
>experience, scientists have always spear-headed the environmental
>movement, not dogma-spewing new-age neopagans.  Can anyone shed any light
>on this?

Could it be, that just maybe, possibly and chances are, poking a little fun
at the extremists?  Doesn't science fiction already poke fun/ridicule
extremists in every form?  Religion, military, politicians, the ultra rich,
giant corporations, political views, racism and what ever else that can be
listed has been and will be made fun of in some way shape or form.

The thing is, the authors just happened to pick something that YOU feel to
be a part of, and that just rubs your fur wrong.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 91 09:37:09 GMT
From: lyle@chainsaw.ecn.purdue.edu (Lyle Youngblood)
Subject: Re: Earth First and _Fallen Angels_ (spoiler?)

ericf@netcom.COM (Eric France) writes:
>LN & JP seemed to characterize environmentalism, in any form, as being
>equivalent with reactionary, anti-intellectual technophobia.  In my
>experience, scientists have always spear-headed the environmental
>movement, not dogma-spewing new-age neopagans.  Can anyone shed any light
>on this?

    First, please understand that what follows is IMO.  It depends on what
you mean by "spear-head".  Most enviromentalist points are first raised by
concerned scientists for what seem like valid reasons at the time. But,
then the "reactionary anti-intellectual technophobes", or Eco-Loons as I
call them, jump on the bandwagon, seize control, and either take it far
past what the original point was (i.e. to save spotted owls boycott
McDonalds for using paper wrappers and bags), to ridiculous extremes (the
snail darter vs. a hydro-electric dam), or past the point where the valid
criticisms have been resolved (i.e. nuclear energy).
    This is why I, personally, refer to the Green Party as the moral,
intellectual, and philosophical heirs to the Luddites.

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 91 14:52:50 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Re: Earth First and _Fallen Angels_ (spoiler?)

Eric France wrote:
> LN & JP seemed to characterize environmentalism, in any form, as being
> equivalent with reactionary, anti-intellectual technophobia.  In my
> experience, scientists have always spear-headed the environmental
> movement, not dogma-spewing new-age neopagans.  Can anyone shed any light
> on this?

Sadly, there are significant parts of the environmental movement which fit
the "Fallen Angels" description to a T.  Jeremy Rifkin stands out as the
most egregious and horrible example; Amory Lovins and the entire
anti-nuclear-power movement could form the van, and the "deep-ecology"
crowd could bring up the rear.

I'm an environment-minded neopagan myself; have been for nearly 15 years,
long before greenness and Gaia became fashionable among trendoid
intellectuals.  Issues like loss of biodiversity and the damage we humans
do to ourselves by cutting ourselves off from our wild places deeply
concern me.  I'm a tree-hugger and proud of it!

But I feel like screaming some days at the things being done in the name of
`environmentalism'.  Rifkin's crusade to shut down genetic research; the
whole bogus `ozone-depletion' thing; the almost equally bogus
greenhouse-effect scare; the constant pressure for more planning, more
controls, less individual choice, all justified by bad science perverted to
political ends.

I found Niven & Pournelle's portrait of environmentalism shrill,
monomaniacal, excessive.  But there's enough truth to it to make me deeply
uncomfortable.  

Eric S. Raymond
eric@snark.thyrsus.com

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 91 20:02:55 GMT
From: sterling@gandalf.umcs.maine.edu (Sterling Udell)
Subject: Re: Fallen Angels

I haven't yet had a chance to read _Fallen_Angels_, but the recent thread
about "green-bashing" made me think of another Niven book.  Specifically,
_Oath_of_Fealty_, and the violent FROMATES in it.  Can someone who's read
both novels comment on similarities in the treatments?  Does anyone else
care to comment on what might possibly be a trend with Niven?

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 91 00:50:32 GMT
From: howell@grover.llnl.gov (Louis Howell)
Subject: Re: Earth First and _Fallen Angels_ (spoiler?)

I wasn't all that upset about the presentation of the "Greens" in Fallen
Angels.  The authors are just using time-honored satirical techniques,
exaggerating the views of their opponents to make the fallacies of those
views more apparent.  SF is literature that asks "What if?" questions and
explores the consequences.  One of the bases for Fallen Angels is the
question "What if everyone in the environmental movement were a crazy
Luddite like many in the current lunatic fringe?"  I don't think even Larry
and Jerry really believe this, it's just one of many silly premises for a
silly story.

There's another aspect to the techno-libertarian school of politics that
bothers me more than their opinion of the "Greens".  It baffles me how
Niven and Co. can be so vociferously in favor of person freedom, but yet
not realize or not care how much major environmental changes reduce the
lifestyle options open to everyone else.  In "The Return of William
Proxmire", for example, Niven gives us an alternate present where the space
program had grown vigorously instead of stagnating.  Remember the scene
where they look up at the solar power satellites, each brighter than the
full moon?  It seems clear that Niven considers this a splendid human
achievement, that no rational person could oppose.  My reaction as an
amateur astronmer, though, was that such a system would wipe out the night
sky for the whole human race.

Little things like being able to see the stars at night get ground away
under the wheels of progress.  For this school of thought technology is a
liberating force providing maximal "freedom" for everyone, but their ideal
world has no place for anyone who might simply want to get out of sight of
civilization once in a while.

Of course, the technophiles are far from alone in wanting a world where
only "their kind" would be happy.  The nuts on the far left and the far
right both seem to like the word "freedom" too, but their prescriptions for
saving the world all boil down to "Well, if we could make everyone be just
like us, wouldn't that be wonderful!"

Two sigmas away from center in any direction, and you find dedicated people
working for what they at least think are worthy causes.  Three sigmas away
and you get raving lunatics.

Louis Howell
nazgul@llnl.gov

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 91 02:05:01 GMT
From: mjbarkl@pacbell.com (Michael Barkley)
Subject: Re: _Fallen Angels_ vs. _Oath of Fealty_

sterling@gandalf.UMCS.Maine.EDU (Sterling Udell) writes:
> I haven't yet had a chance to read _Fallen_Angels_, but the recent thread
> about "green-bashing" made me think of another Niven book.  Specifically,
> _Oath_of_Fealty_, and the violent FROMATES in it.  Can someone who's read
> both novels comment on similarities in the treatments?  Does anyone else
> care to comment on what might possibly be a trend with Niven?

I first read Oath about 6 months ago, and as with Angels, I enjoyed it.  In
fact I've read all the Niven paperbacks and spinoffs over the past 8 months
except one early collection that was reproduced piecemeal in later
collections, and except for _Ringworld_ and _Lucifer's Hammer_ which I had
read when they first came out.  It's been a delightful Nivenbinge.  I found
them especially useful for reading while sitting in the audience at City
Council and Planning Commission Meetings, which are also Science Fiction.

In comparison, it seemed to me that Oath was exploring whereas Angels was
blatantly attacking.  It's as if Larry and Jerry (and Michael Flynn?) had
taken a bath on some lumber company stock or some such, whereas Oath didn't
seem to have that kind of personal involvement except that it showed a
pretty fair prediction about Things to Come in Los Strangle-us.

Despite the vociferousness of some of the green-baiting in Angels, it is
remotely possible to consider the book as constructive criticism.  Maybe
it's Evolution in Action....

Mike Barkley

------------------------------

Date: 7 Oct 91 13:45:54 GMT
From: dietz@cs.rochester.edu (Paul Dietz)
Subject: Re: Earth First and _Fallen Angels_ (spoiler?)

eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond) writes:
>Eric France wrote:
>> In my experience, scientists have always spear-headed the environmental
>> movement, not dogma-spewing new-age neopagans.  Can anyone shed any
>> light on this?
>
>Sadly, there are significant parts of the environmental movement which fit
>the "Fallen Angels" description to a T.  Jeremy Rifkin stands out as the
>most egregious and horrible example; Amory Lovins and the entire
>anti-nuclear-power movement could form the van, and the "deep-ecology"
>crowd could bring up the rear.

Putting Amory Lovins in with these others is unwarranted.  Lovins' approach
is quite technically informed.  He and coworkers have done technical
analyses of the potential for energy efficiency in many different parts of
the economy.  When he told utilities back in the early 70's that energy
demand growth could be greatly reduced, he was openly laughed at.  Time has
proven that even his projections were too high.  Today, they don't laugh;
even EPRI essentially agrees with him, that efficiency measures feasible
today could hold US electricity demand at or below today's level through at
least the year 2010.  Utilities across the country are embracing
demand-side management, for the simple reason it is so cost effective.

I would have thought that a person who dared to suggest that technologies
could be greatly improved, that good engineering and science could improve
the human condition, would appeal to science fiction fans.

I recall a Pournelle column years ago in which he disparaged energy
conservation.  I was tickled recently when Jerry was ethusing about his new
high tech windows with an anti-IR coating - a product of energy
conservation R&D, and one of the technologies that Lovins likes to talk
about.

Paul F. Dietz
dietz@cs.rochester.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 91 07:16:06 GMT
From: jhitch@pnet01.cts.com (Jeffrey Hitchin)
Subject: Those pesky TSR books - anybody read them?

   I work in a bookstore, and I have people go through the SF section with
a fine-toothed comb looking for these bastards.  (I'm sorry if I'm
offending anybody by calling them "bastards," but until I have more
info...)

   Anyway, I'm wondering, are they worth reading?  If lots of people are
buying these things, according to PW that is, then are they good?

   Personally, the only TSR book I've ever read was _Bimbos of the Death
Sun_ by Sharyn McCrumb, and let me tell you, it is definitely NOT based on
any TSR gaming world.

   So, what gives America?

Jeffrey Hitchin
UUCP: {hplabs!hp-sdd ucsd nosc}!crash!pnet01!jhitch
ARPA: crash!pnet01!jhitch@nosc.mil
INET: jhitch@pnet01.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 91 15:52:29 GMT
From: ars3_cif@troi.cc.rochester.edu (Aaron Sher)
Subject: Re: Those pesky TSR books - anybody read them?

jhitch@pnet01.cts.com (Jeffrey Hitchin) writes:
>   Anyway, I'm wondering, are they worth reading?  If lots of people are
>buying these things, according to PW that is, then are they good?

I've read most of the Forgotten Realms books, and in general they're
actually very good.  Anything by R. A. Salvatore can be counted on to be
excellent, at least IMHO. :-) I know he has a pseudonym that he uses (is it
a he?  I'm assuming for no good reason :-)), does anybody know what it is?
I haven't read any of the Maztica books, and I haven't finished the Empires
Trilogy, but the Crystal Shard books are excellent, the Dark Elf Trilogy is
excellent, though a ripoff of Elric, and Spellfire is very good, though a
bit unbelievable for a gamer.  The Darkwalker on Moonshae trilogy is not as
good, though I still liked it.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 91 20:57:34 GMT
From: davep@milton.u.washington.edu (David Ptasnik)
Subject: Re: Those pesky TSR books - anybody read them?

Try Phil Foglio's and Nick Polatta's book Illegal Aliens.  While uneven it
has some incredibly hilarious moments.  Sorry if I butchered Nick's last
name :)

davep@u.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 91 01:05:12 GMT
From: 900291m@aucs.acadiau.ca (Kevin W. MacKenzie)
Subject: Re: Those pesky TSR books - anybody read them?

Yes I have read quite a few of the TSR books, and I mean quite a few.  If
you like AD&D type of fantasy, then many of them are very good.  Some of my
favorites were the MoonShae trilogy, Spellfire, Icewind Dale trilogy, and
any other Forgotten realms series.  Plus Gary Gygax's Gord series under
both TSR and I believe ACE.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 91 01:25:50 GMT
From: dqgx@vax5.cit.cornell.edu (Mike Long)
Subject: Re: Those pesky TSR books - anybody read them?

jhitch@pnet01.cts.com (Jeffrey Hitchin) writes: 
>   Anyway, I'm wondering, are they worth reading?  If lots of people are
>buying these things, according to PW that is, then are they good?

The only TSR book I have is:

   _Too Too Solid Flesh_
   Nick O'Donohoe

It does interesting things to Hamlet (that would make all of the English
majors I know cringe probably) and is worth reading.

Mike Long
dqgx@vax5.cit.cornell.edu
DQGX@CRNLVAX5            

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 91 11:57:00 GMT
From: Trimingham@system-m.az05.bull.com
Subject: Star Trek Books

This might have been posted already, but, I'd like to know if someone has a
complete list of the Star Trek books that are out, with the authors, and a
summary and a overall rating of each.  I am particularly looking for the
one book that was about time traveling.  Thanks for any help anyone could
give me.

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest           Tuesday, 15 Oct 1991       Volume 16 : Issue 428

Today's Topics:

                Administrivia - Usenet Reorganization Vote Results,
		Books - Asimov (2 msgs) & Bear & Del Rey &
                        Effinger (2 msgs) & Gibson (3 msgs) &
                        Goulart & Johnson & Maddox & McCollum &
                        Requests (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Tue, 15 Oct 91 08:00:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Re-organization final results

For the last several months a re-organization vote has been in progress to
split the USEnet newsgroup rec.arts.sf-lovers into one or more groups.
Since that newsgroup is currently linked to the Sf-Lovers Digest, the
outcome of the reorganization vote has a definite bearing on the future of
the Digest and what direction will be taken as a result of the vote.

I recently received a copy of the voting results (a copy is in the file
vote.results.txt in the archives for those that are interested) and the
main issue of the vote has passed.  I.e., the group rec.arts.sf-lovers is
going to be split into several different groups.  I haven't had time yet to
discuss the results with the local news maintainers but, in the meantime, I
have asked that they break the current links.  This will give us time to
analyze the vote and to decide if it is practical (or desirable) to
continue attempting to link the Digest with the newsgroups.  Thus,
temporarily at least, messages sent to the address SF-LOVERS@RUTGERS.EDU
will ONLY go to the Digest and will not be gatewayed to the newsgroup;
messages sent to the newsgroup will not be seen in the Digest unless they
are explicitly sent to the above address.

The Digest will continue - it may not come out as often but, it will
continue.  The Digest was in existence before the netnews gateway was added
and there is no reason why it can't continue without that link.  As always,
if anyone has any comments, opinions, or suggestions, I'm willing to hear
them.  Mail your comments to SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU soon since I'd
like to make a decision on this by the end of the week.

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 91 16:46:34 GMT
From: zornow@hpcc01.corp.hp.com (Claudia Zornow)
Subject: Re: Oh, no, not another one!

> [...discussion of new novella "Forward the Foundation"]
>
>I've recently read the novella and it's not worse than "Prelude to
>FOundation" which was really bad. It is of the same triteness and
>unbelievability. (Oh, I *loved* the original Foundation but I was a kid
>back then and when I re-read it, I read it as a mystery novel)

I've tried twice before to read the Foundation series, and gave up out of
boredom both times.  When I got my issue of IASFM, I read and *enjoyed*
"Forward the Foundation", much to my surprise.  So I got hold of _Prelude
to Foundation_ and enjoyed that too.  Then I tried yet again to read
_Foundation_.  It still bored me.

I believe that Asimov's writing has improved greatly (or, to be accurate,
has changed to be more to my taste :-) in the last forty years.

Claudia

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 91 18:41:45 GMT
From: molla@paone.uucp (Levent Mollamustafaoglu)
Subject: Re: Oh, no, not another one!

zornow@hpcc01.corp.hp.com (Claudia Zornow) writes:
>I've tried twice before to read the Foundation series, and gave up out of
>boredom both times.  When I got my issue of IASFM, I read and *enjoyed*
>"Forward the Foundation", much to my surprise.  So I got hold of _Prelude
>to Foundation_ and enjoyed that too.  Then I tried yet again to read
>_Foundation_.  It still bored me.
>
>I believe that Asimov's writing has improved greatly (or, to be accurate,
>has changed to be more to my taste :-) in the last forty years.

Probably he's trying to give more attention to the character developments
in his newer works. Personally I've read most of Dr. Asimov's works with
pleasure at first, but when I came to think of them, I found out that all
had a particular structure, had stereotype characters and only the whodunit
nature of the thing made it readable. I might maybe exclude "The Naked Sun"
and "The Caves of Steel" which are more successful, IMHO. The robot stories
are gems in themselves. What I'm tired of is his trying to - rather
artificially - tie up all the series together.

Dr. Levent Mollamustafaoglu                
Harvard University
Division of Applied Sciences               
Pierce Hall, G12h
Cambridge  MA  02138                    
(617) 495 - 8911
molla@paone.harvard.edu
molla@metatron.harvard.edu
molla%metatron@husc6

------------------------------

Date: 14 Oct 91 09:45:00 GMT
From: RANDALLJC@csovax.portsmouth.ac.uk
Subject: Eternity

Greetings.

As a relatively novice SF-LOVER, I would be interested in some opinions on
Greg Bear.  I read "Eternity" and it scrambled my brain.  All that weird
physics - I was completely lost by the end of the book.  Is it 'hard' SF or
pure fantasy?

John Randall
Portsmouth Polytechnic
UK

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 91 06:23:24 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Subject: Lester Del Rey retires.

I just found out that Lester Del Rey, who has been in charge of Del Rey
books since the death of his wife Judy-Lynn, has retired, effective last
Friday. He's 75, and decided it was time to slow down a bit and focus more
on his writing instead of editing.

Owen Locke is taking over the pieces that Lester hadn't already delegated
to him, and submissions should go to him, or to Shelly Shapiro. Lester was
focussed primarily on the fantasy side for the last few years, so SF
probably won't be noticeably affected, but submissions shouldn't be made to
Lester directly any more.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Oct 91 13:44:46 GMT
From: craigb@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Subject: Marid Audran&George Alec Effinger

Effinger said that he currently plans to write 2+5=7 more Marid Audran
books: 2 more in the near future, then several years down the road, another
"arc" of 5. He also said that people probably aren't going to be very
satisfied with where Audran ends up at the end of the 5th book...

BTW, Effinger ("call me George") was really neat in person. He said that
he's personally prepared and eaten all of the food mentioned in the Audran
books :-)

Craig Becker
Object Technology Products
craigb@ot.austin.ibm.com
craigb@woofer.ibm.com 

------------------------------

Date: 14 Oct 91 13:13:38 GMT
From: pyuxv!duke@bellcore.bellcore.com (Duke Robillard)
Subject: What City is Effinger's _When_Gravity_Fails_ set in?

Here's one of those annoying request for information posts that don't add
anything to the quality of the newsgroup.  What City is Effinger's
_When_Gravity_Fails_ set in?  It sounds real, but I couldn't figure it out
(this is probably because I know almost nothing about the Arab world).

OB-SF-Opinion: I thought the setting was the best character in the book.  I
guess that makes it traditional SF, huh?  :->

Thanks in advance.

Duke Robillard   
Internet: duke@pyuxv.cc.bellcore.com
USENET: {backbone}!bcr!pyuxv!duke

------------------------------

Date: 14 Oct 91 05:16:32 GMT
From: O1DSH%AKRONVM@vm1.cc.uakron.edu (David Heck)
Subject: The Difference Engine

I'm about 1/2 finished with the Difference Engine by Gibson & Sterling, is
it worth finishing?  Is anyone else really into 'clacking' ? Gibson &
Sterling would've done better not pooling their talents  (i.e. not
wasted their time writing this one).  Comments anyone?

------------------------------

Date: 14 Oct 91 12:10:20 GMT
From: erich@lighthouse.caltech.edu (Erich Schneider)
Subject: Re: The Difference Engine

O1DSH%AKRONVM@VM1.CC.UAKRON.EDU (David Heck) writes:
>I'm about 1/2 finished with the Difference Engine by Gibson & Sterling, is
>it worth finishing?  Is anyone else really into 'clacking' ? Gibson &
>Sterling would've done better not pooling their talents (i.e. not wasted
>their time writing this one).  Comments anyone?

I enjoyed _TDE_ very much. Yes, I think it's worth finishing. 

What do you find unsatisfying about the book? Is there something you
expected the book to be, that it is not?

erich@lighthouse.caltech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Oct 91 13:34:04 GMT
From: pyuxv!duke@bellcore.bellcore.com (Duke Robillard)
Subject: Don't bother; it's Bad (Was Re: The Difference Engine)

O1DSH%AKRONVM@VM1.CC.UAKRON.EDU (David Heck) writes:
>I'm about 1/2 finished with the Difference Engine by Gibson & Sterling, is
>it worth finishing? ...

I'd say "Don't bother."  The first section is the best, so if you've gotten
past that, it's all downhill.  There's this ridiculously long cinematic
combat scene near the end that nearly put me to sleep - you could count
yourself lucky to miss it.

This book needed an editor and a rewrite.  There are interesting characters
that just disappear, other interesting characters that barely show up at
all, long sections of gratuitous sex and cartoon violence that do nothing
to advance the plot, and lots of charactors who make speeches.  And for the
life of me, I can't figure out what the computer program they were
smuggling around was supposed to do.  Maybe I was just too bored by the end
to pay enough attention.

It's the worst Gibson I've read, and the worst Sterling (although I haven't
read that much Sterling, so he might have worse stuff).  I'd suggest that
you stop know and go re-read _Neuromancer_ or that Bi-Plane video-game
story they wrote together.

Duke Robillard                              
Internet: duke@pyuxv.cc.bellcore.com
USENET: {backbone}!bcr!pyuxv!duke

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 91 22:59:30 GMT
From: polari!mzenier@thalatta.com (Mark Zenier)
Subject: Ron Goulart writes mysteries now

While browsing the new book shelf at the local library, I ran across a
murder mystery by Ron Goulart.  In the author blurb on the dust jacket it
talked about the other mysteries he's written and his work in comic books.
But no mention of the 50 - 100 science fiction books he's written.

I guess that shows where science fiction is ranked.

Mark Zenier
markz@ssc.wa.com
mzenier%polari@sumax.seattleu.edu

------------------------------

From: mtgzy!ecl@att.att.com
Date: Wed, 9 Oct 91 08:49 EDT
Subject: A WORLD LOST by James B. Johnson

		     A WORLD LOST by James B. Johnson
		   DAW, 1991, ISBN 0-88677-498-5, $4.50.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   I recently reviewed S. C. Sykes's RED GENESIS and said it was being
compared to some of Heinlein's work.  Well, if Sykes is writing
neo-Heinlein adult novels, Johnson is writing neo-Heinlein juveniles.

   Yes, our hero Rusty is supposedly 29 years old, but he acts about half
that.  (And, no, Rusty does not have a dog named Rin Tin Tin.)  He is a
spacer at a time when spacers are the outcasts of humanity and arrives home
after a trip only to discover that "home" isn't there any more.  There is
not some mere Wolfeian concept - the whole planet and its sun are gone.  So
Rusty starts wending his way through a Laumerian bureaucracy to try to get
help in finding his planet.

   As a juvenile, this book probably passes muster.  The strange dietary
habits of our hero, centering around peanut butter, seem aimed far more at
an adolescent crowd than a group of adult readers.  There are all the stock
elements: boy has girlfriend back home to whom he's been engaged since
childhood, boy meets beautiful female secret agent, boy and secret agent
fight the system to solve the mystery (using boy's spaceship with
intelligent talking computer), etc.  All the "etc." is predictable too.
The science, however, leaves a lot to be desired, even in a juvenile.  The
Plex Net, a network of matter transmission booths that have all but totally
replaced classic (albeit faster-than-light) space travel, is never
convincingly explained.  On page 35, we find out Rusty is on a planet "a
few hundred thousand miles in circumference."  This is (conservatively) ten
times the circumference of Earth and hence one thousand times the volume.
Assuming the same average density, therefore, the gravity would be a
hundred times that of Earth (he's ten times further from the center) and,
when you add to that the atmospheric pressure you are likely to find, Rusty
would be a smudge on the ground.  To get Earth's gravity you would need a
totally impossible average density.  (Conveniently, Saturn has a
circumference of slightly more than 200,000 miles, putting it right in the
ballpark.  Even with the lowest average density of any planet the solar
system, Saturn masses 95 times that of Earth.)

   A more serious objection - in terms of what I want young people to
learn, is in how Rusty evaluates people.  On seeing one up-until-now
ambiguous character happily playing with his niece, Rusty says (as
first-person narrator), "People with these kinds of values were not
inimical to us and the galaxy.  Or so I hoped."  Even with that qualifier,
Johnson seems to have forgotten the lessons of history: "That one may
smile, and smile, and be a villain."  Many of the Nazi war criminals had
very happy, loving home lives.

   Okay, maybe all this is overanalytical.  As a time-killing book or a
juvenile this is okay, but I still can't really recommend it.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Oct 91 13:53:52 GMT
From: craigb@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Subject: _Halo_ by Tom Maddox

Check this book out (and not just because Maddox hangs out on the net;
believe me, if I thought it sucked, I wouldn't be writing this ;-).  It's
about a lot of things; I am going to have to read it again to get it all.
Personally, I found its perspective on machine sentience to be much more
satisfying than Bear's _Queen Of Angels_, and its treatment of human
personality "downloading" to be LOTS more realistic than, say,
_Neuromancer_.

Craig Becker
Object Technology Products
craigb@ot.austin.ibm.com 
craigb@woofer.ibm.com 

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 91 17:35:56 GMT
From: duncanm@micor.ocunix.on.ca (Duncan A. MacGregor)
Subject: Re: Antares Series by Michael McCollum?

RAR100S%ODUVM.BITNET@ncsuvm.cc writes:
> Does any know if there is a third book in the Antares Dawn and Anteres
> Pass saga by Michael McCollum ? 

To the best of my knowledge, only TWO books were written in that series by
Michael McCollum.  In fact, he has not written ANY trilogies yet.  Bully
for an author who has avoided succumbing to series-itis!

All the same, what IS he working on now?  I really enjoyed his latest book
(The Clouds of Saturn) though I was skeptical as to whether Saturn's
atmosphere is stable enough to let cities float in it.  (In the book, the
cities exist only in certain stable areas.)  I hope he's still writing ...

Duncan
duncanm@micor.ocunix.on.ca

------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 91 03:31:53 GMT
From: lb36@prism.gatech.edu (BARNETT,LAURIE J)
Subject: Need title/author

Help!  I've been trying to remember the title of, author of, and/or
anthology containing a short story that I read many years ago, and I just
can't quite remember it.  If the following description sounds at all
familiar to any of you, I would really appreciate it if you could tell me
what story this was.

This was about a 15-20 page short story, which basically explained the
age-old phenomenon of when you have been looking and looking for some item,
and you know that you had already looked for it in a particular spot and it
wasn't there, but then re-looked there later and found the item.

It was the story of a person who accidentally slipped behind the scenes of
what we see as reality into the "actual reality."  It turned out that in
actuality, life was a sort of sequence of boxcars, each boxcar representing
a particular short time period in a person's life.  As time progresses, a
person is actually walking from one boxcar to the next.  There are a whole
slew of workers responsible for creating the "scenes" in each boxcar, and
making sure that they are consistent with each other.  Anyway, the
phenomenon of the misplaced item suddenly turning up occurs because someone
goofed up in one of the boxcars, and forgot to put in the "missing item."
The missing item is, however, in the subsequent boxcar, which is why it
suddenly "turns up."

The story is about this person figuring out what is going on, and then
trying to get back to "our" reality.

Anyway, if this sounds at all familiar to anyone, please let me know.  I
really want to get a copy of the story, but don't know where to look.


Thanks.

Laurie Barnett
Georgia Institute of Technology
Atlanta Georgia, 30332
lb36@prism.gatech.edu
...!{decvax,hplabs,ncar,purdue,rutgers}!gatech!prism!lb36

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 91 18:07:44 GMT
From: levine@symcom (Lenore Levine)
Subject: Unfinished Series

Does anyone know what happened to:

1) The Eldrie the Healer series, by Claudia Edwards?

2) The series about intelligent racoons, by Stephen Boyett?

3) The stories about Jamethiel, by Hodgell?

Lenore Levine
levine@symcom.math.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 91 12:11:12 GMT
From: tonlun@tyo.docs.uu.se (The Bladerunner)
Subject: The Last Gasp, The book

I am looking for the author of the book The Last Gasp. It must have been 10
years since I saw it. It is out of print and I can't find any copies here
in Sweden. I need to find out who the author is.

The paperback copy I saw had a red cover with a city-scape on the
front-cover.  The story is about how the oxygen is beeing destroyed and
people are dying.  Someone comes up with an idea to save a lucky few.

tonlun@fra.docs.uu.se

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	      Films - Bladerunner (7 msgs) & Hellraiser III &
                      Superman 4 (6 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 91 17:12:17 GMT
From: jim@rand.org (Jim Gillogly)
Subject: Bladerunner - the Director's Cut [Spoilers]

		    Blade Runner -- the Director's Cut
			 Reviewed by Jim Gillogly

The definitive version of Blade Runner runs until 10 Oct 91 at the Nuart in
West Los Angeles.  The test audience that saw this version before the
initial release was befuddled and depressed, so the studio added lots of
lame Harrison Ford voice-overs and tacked some tacky aerial footage
(recycled from The Shining) onto the end, together with more lame
voice-overs suggesting your standard Official Hollywood Happy Ending.  This
release reverses those losses, turning a good and artistic (but flawed)
film into an impressive, integrated film that deserves another two stars on
*anybody's* scale.

Getting rid of the patronizing and distracting voice-overs achieves most of
the gains.  The story flows just fine without them, and we're allowed to
concentrate on the wonderful dark sets and the Vangelis score.  The score
appears to be utilized differently; I don't have it all memorized, but I
noticed one change - when Deckard is noodling with his piano in the
Criterion Laser Disk version, the Vangelis score is woven around the notes
he's playing; the piano stands out more in the Director's Cut.  I believe
we're hearing more of it during the long approaches to Tyrell Corporation
where we used to hear voice-overs.

[SPOILER WARNING - I'm about to go into detail that you may not want to
read]

Some of the gorier scenes that had been added back into the Criterion LD
were not present in the Director's Cut (DC).  The extra footage of Dr.
Eldon Tyrell's eyeballs getting popped and dripping down his face were left
out, as was the second shot at Pris which resulted in her flailing around
even more vigorously on the floor, and the nail popping out the back side
of Roy Batty's hand.  Good riddance to all of them, say I: they didn't
advance the story or our identification or lack of it with any of the
characters.

The movie ends with Deckard and Rachel getting into the elevator at
Deckard's building after finding the silver foil origami unicorn; we still
hear the echo of Gaff's parting remark: "She won't live, but then, who
does?"  It's great - just perfect.

For the real aficionados, two of the more blatant continuity errors have
been fixed: Bryant tells Deckard in his office that *two* of the replicants
were fried in the electric field when they tried to break into Tyrell
Corporation.  This means we no longer need inside knowledge about Mary, the
All-American Mother Replicant, to count the bodies.  The other bug that was
fixed was the Asian lady reading the serial number off the snake scale in
her electron microscope: she now reads the same one we're seeing.  Those
are the only ones I noticed; there might have been more changes.

The issue of whether Deckard is a replicant was not clarified at all in
this version (and I was glad of it).  We still have the classic lines from
Rachel ("Have you ever retired a human by mistake?" "This Voigt-Kampff test
of yours - have you ever taken it yourself?") and Gaff ("You've done a
man's job."). [Quote accuracy not guaranteed] We still have Deckard's eyes
glowing gray in two places (as opposed to the gold glow in Nexus Six
replicants' eyes): when Rachel says "I'm not *in* the business: I *am* the
business." and when Rachel is playing the piano while Deckard is resting.
Some have speculated that Deckard's unicorn dream would appear in this
version, definitively settling the question, since Gaff's origami unicorn
would indicate that he knew one of Deckard's mind implants.  However, there
was no hint of this dream in the DC.

All in all, it was a wonderful experience... the same feeling you would get
if you'd seen only colorized version of Casablanca, and finally got to see
the original black and white.

Jim Gillogly
jim@rand.org

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 91 03:57:49 GMT
From: il@bambam.u.washington.edu (Il Hwan Oh)
Subject: Re: Bladerunner - the Director's Cut [Spoilers]

jim@rand.org (Jim Gillogly) writes:
> For the real aficionados, two of the more blatant continuity errors have
> been fixed: Bryant tells Deckard in his office that *two* of the
> replicants were fried in the electric field when they tried to break into
> Tyrell Corporation.  This means we no longer need inside knowledge about
> Mary, the All-American Mother Replicant, to count the bodies.  The other
> bug that was fixed was the Asian lady reading the serial number off the
> snake scale in her electron microscope: she now reads the same one we're
> seeing.  Those are the only ones I noticed; there might have been more
> changes.

Let's think about this for a minute.  This director's cut is supposed to be
an earlier version than the theatrically released version.  Right?  Why are
there "fixes"?  I find it hard to believe that they inserted continuity
errors when they hacked up (as some would put it) the director's cut.  If
the DC had continuity errors that the released version had fixed, it would
make sense.  I think something's fishy here.

Il Hwan Oh
Univ. of Washington, Tacoma
iho@cac.washington.edu     

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 91 14:14:45 GMT
From: leekil@bbn.com (Lee Kilpatrick)
Subject: Re: Bladerunner - the Director's Cut [Spoilers]

il@bambam.u.washington.edu (Il Hwan Oh) writes:
>jim@rand.org (Jim Gillogly) writes:
>> For the real aficionados, two of the more blatant continuity errors have
>> been fixed: Bryant tells Deckard in his office that *two* of the
>
>Let's think about this for a minute.  This director's cut is supposed to
>be an earlier version than the theatrically released version.  Right?  Why
>are there "fixes"?  I find it hard to believe that they inserted
>continuity errors when they hacked up (as some would put it) the
>director's cut.  If the DC had continuity errors that the released version
>had fixed, it would make sense.  I think something's fishy here.

Perhaps these errors were present in the director's cut (gasp).  When they
went to the trouble of re-editing and re-releasing the film, they thought
they might fix some of the mistakes, too.

Lee

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 91 18:14:42 GMT
From: hennessy@acsu.buffalo.edu (Mathew A Hennessy)
Subject: Re: Bladerunner - the Director's Cut [Spoilers]

il@bambam.u.washington.edu (Il Hwan Oh) writes:
>Let's think about this for a minute.  This director's cut is supposed to
>be an earlier version than the theatrically released version.  Right?  Why
>are there "fixes"?  I find it hard to believe that they inserted
>continuity errors when they hacked up (as some would put it) the
>director's cut.  If the DC had continuity errors that the released version
>had fixed, it would make sense.  I think something's fishy here.

   Not at all.  From what I've heard, the directors cut is just the way the
director wants it edited.  that does not necessarily mean that it has to
have every filmed scene, just what the director is happy with.  There may
have been footage left on the editing room floor even with it.  For
whatever reason, the director chose to leave it out.  that doesn't
necessarily mean that it is gone forever.  Just like LAWRENCE OF ARABIA,
the most complete version is the latest version.  there's nothing fishy
about it at all.  BTW: I've seen the full 70mm restored LoA in new york and
man was it unbelievable!  I also got to see CITIZEN KANE on the screen here
in buffalo and I see what they mean when they say it's one of the greatest
films ever...

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 91 17:45:07 GMT
From: jk87377@cc.tut.fi (Juhana Kouhia)
Subject: Re: Bladerunner - the Director's Cut [Spoilers]

jim@rand.org (Jim Gillogly) writes:
>The movie ends with Deckard and Rachel getting into the elevator at
>Deckard's building after finding the silver foil origami unicorn; we still
>hear the echo of Gaff's parting remark: "She won't live, but then, who
>does?"  It's great - just perfect.

Yep, still that unicorn dream sequence is edited out. Maybe they at this
time wanted to give us a clue that Deckard is a replicant but they didn't
want to give so clear evident as unicorn dream is.

>However, there was no hint of this dream in the DC.  All in all, it was a
>wonderful experience... the same feeling you would get if you'd seen only
>colorized version of Casablanca, and finally got to see the original black
>and white.

Don't be a surprised to hear this is not the true Director's cut...

Juhana Kouhia

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 91 19:27:50 GMT
From: e91sg@efd.lth.se (Stefan Gimeson)
Subject: Re: Bladerunner - the Director's Cut [Spoilers]

Talking of PROBABLY THE BEST FILM EVER MADE (yes, BladeRunner), I'v read
somewhere that there is going to be made a follow-up, called (guess
what...yes!!)  Bladerunner II. Is this true? Please mail me if anyone knows
anything about this. 

Oh, and one other thing. I'm looking for a movie called "The Slipstream", I
think it was made in England in 1989.  Has anyone seen that one and does
anybody know how to get hold of it???  It's not out on video (at least not
here in Sweden) and I'd really like to have a look at it.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 91 20:34:17 GMT
From: RSS@calstate.bitnet (Richard S. Smith)
Subject: New Blade Runner - SPOILERS!!

I haven't been following this list very closely lately, and I have never
been a big fan of Blade Runner, but I saw a new, re-edited version of it
yesterday, and I figured I should post about it on the off-chance that this
new version isn't well-known (yet).

This is being promoted as the "Director's Cut" of Blade Runner.  In other
words, the powers-that-be at Warner apparently made changes to the film
that Ridley Scott was opposed to.  This version is meant to show what Scott
originally intended.

The main difference is that Harrison Ford's narration is gone.  I repeat,
there is no narration except for a brief passage at the end after Roy dies.
Also, the ending is different...

*** SPOILER WARNING ***

The last scene where Deckard is driving away with the female replicant and
talking about how she had no expiration date is gone.  The new last scene
is where Deckard and the replicant (Sean Young, I forgot her name in the
film) are leaving Deckard's apartment.  As they leave, Deckard finds the
origami left by Edward James Olmos, and we hear Olmos saying (reverb'd
voice-over), "Too bad she doesn't live.  But then, who does?"  Fade to
black.  Roll credits.

*** END SPOILER WARNING ***

In addition there were several minor editing changes.  Shots seem to have
been held a few seconds longer in many places.  It's obviously a total
recut of the film.

Subjectively, I found the film more faithful to the "Spirit of Cyberpunk"
than the original version.  While the 1982 release was made over to look
like a glitzy, high-tech, futuristic detective story, this version comes
across like a strange tale set in a gloomy, weird future where nothing
quite fits together.  Harrison Ford's character comes across like a
burnt-out cop doing a lousy job that no-one else wants, rather than a
clever, Chandler-esque sleuth.

Overall, I'd say this version shows greater respect for the intelligence of
its audience, and is aimed more at true SF and Cyberpunk fans.  The stuff
that was taken out had the effect of making it more accessible to a
"general" audience.

It has been playing to packed houses in Los Angeles for two weeks now.
Hopefully it will make the art-house/college campus run, and people more
qualified than myself will be able to comment on it.

If anyone needs more info on where and how long it's playing in LA, or
anything else, please get in touch with me.

Richard Smith
RSS@calstate.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 91 12:11:10 GMT
From: randallm@p4.cs.man.ac.uk (Martin Randall)
Subject: Hellraiser III

   I've heard that there is to be a new Hellraiser film subtitled, Hell On
Earth.  Does anyone know anything about this ?

Martin Randall
University of Manchester, England

------------------------------

Date: 7 Oct 91 14:45:24 GMT
From: rtravsky@isis.cs.du.edu (Rich Travsky)
Subject: Scenes Cut From Superman 4?

Not that anyone probably cares, but I'm curious: When Superman 4 came out,
I saw stills that weren't in the final release. Scenes of the Bizarro
creature, for example (an old favorite of mine!).  Superman 4 was a
nightmare (the editing alone! aagh!). Pity. Anyone know more about these
scenes and why they were cut?

Rich Travsky
rtravsky@corral.uwyo.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Oct 91 23:06:58 GMT
From: cos@lclark.edu (John Costello)
Subject: Re: Scenes Cut From Superman 4?

rtravsky@corral.uwyo.edu (Rich Travsky) writes:
>Not that anyone probably cares, but I'm curious: When Superman 4 came out,

Perhaps I was in a coma at the time, but *WHEN* did Superman 4 come out?  I
don't remember anything about this one, although I have seen 1-3 (the third
one is the one with Richard Pryor in it, right?)

------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 91 03:07:29 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.dec.com (The Film Fan Man)
Subject: Re: Scenes Cut From Superman 4?

rtravsky@isis.cs.du.edu (Rich Travsky) writes:
>Not that anyone probably cares, but I'm curious: When Superman 4 came out,
>I saw stills that weren't in the final release. Scenes of the Bizarro
>creature, for example (an old favorite of mine!). Superman 4 was a
>nightmare (the editing alone! aagh!). Pity. Anyone know more about these
>scenes and why they were cut?

Yes, there were obviously scenes that were cut before release. There were a
few scenes that didn't make sense (well, actually, the whole film didn't
make sense, but I'm talking within the frame of reference of the film)
because they had no antecedents. The comic book adaptation included these
antecedents, so it seemed clear that the scenes were shot and then cut.

But, mercifully, my mind has expunged the memory of the exact contexts of
the scenes in question, so I can't really detail what they are. As for why
they were cut, probably because of producer/studio stupidity or because
they needed to cut down the length of the film (in this film's case, the
less there is of it, the better).

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
boyajian%ruby.DEC@DECWRL.DEC.COM
...!decwrl!ruby.enet.dec.com!boyajian

------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 91 12:52:43 GMT
From: JBK4@psuvm.psu.edu
Subject: Re: Scenes Cut From Superman 4?

Superman IV was the Quest For Peace if memory serves me, it came out quite
some time ago and I though that in general it was a bad movie.  There was a
supervillian created from Superman's DNA found in a hair sample or
something.  I don't remember all the details but perhaps someone else may.

BTW, Superman V is in the works.  Christopher Reeves won't be Superman this
time though, apparently he has been having legal problems over his script
for S IV and the studio doesn't want to be involved.

Jason K.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 91 11:21:26 GMT
From: ss@wpi.wpi.edu (Scott N Streeter)
Subject: Re: Scenes Cut From Superman 4?

rtravsky@corral.uwyo.edu (Rich Travsky) writes:
>Perhaps I was in a coma at the time, but *WHEN* did Superman 4 come out?
>I don't remember anything about this one, although I have seen 1-3 (the
>third one is the one with Richard Pryor in it, right?)

Yes the 3rd one is with Pryor. The 4th movie was "Superman:The Quest For
Peace" Lex Luthor creates Nuclear Man, from some stolen DNA from Superman,
and grew him by launching the DNA into the Sun, using the Nuclear Energy of
said Sun. You didn't miss much.

ss@wpi.wpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 91 21:48:50 GMT
From: markl@stat.tamu.edu (Mark A. Lindsay)
Subject: Re: Scenes Cut From Superman 4?

rtravsky@isis.cs.du.edu (Rich Travsky) writes:
>Not that anyone probably cares, but I'm curious: When Superman 4 came out,
>I saw stills that weren't in the final release. Scenes of the Bizarro
>creature, for example (an old favorite of mine!).  Superman 4 was a
>nightmare (the editing alone! aagh!). Pity. Anyone know more about these
>scenes and why they were cut?

   I don't know why they were cut, but as far as what scenes were cut, the
best "source" I can think of off the top of my head was the Superman IV
comic book.  It had many of the scenes you are talking about.  One of the
worst mistakes they made in the final film was that when the "Nuclear Man"
went after Mariel Hemingway's character, he landed in front of the Daily
Planet and Superman was there saying "you'll never find her" when he had no
idea that NM was coming.  In the "real" version, there was another fight
sequence where NM had gotten Mariel, and Sup rescued her and went to the
Daily Planet.  The crowd at the movie theater was very confused and more
than a little upset at the film.
   The comic book is actually a decent comic.  The movie had potential, but
they screwed it up.  I'm not sure which is really worse, Superman 3 which
had a bad idea so they couldn't help but mess it up, or Superman 4 which I
thought had a decent premise but they managed to screw up anyway.  Kind of
like Star Trek V.

markl@stat.tamu.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	     Television - Quantum Leap (9 msgs) & V (7 msgs) &
                          Friday the 13th & Prince of Dark Water &
                          Sapphire and Steel (2 msgs) & 
                          Mystery Science Theater 3000

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 91 20:51:49 GMT
From: asweeney@sw.stratus.com (Andy Sweeney)
Subject: Re: Quantum Leap question

I would like to know this also. For instance does Al know that Sam's
brother died in Vietnam now that Sam saved him? Does he also know that
Donna once left Sam at the alter until Sam changed that?

I know this would ruin the show but why couldn't Sam just send a letter to
himself telling himself to not do the initial leap?

AS

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 91 20:30:37 GMT
From: kathyj@pase70.convergent.com (Kathy Johnson)
Subject: Re: Quantum Leap question

asweeney@sw.stratus.com (Andy Sweeney) writes:
>I would like to know this also. For instance does Al know that Sam's
>brother died in Vietnam now that Sam saved him? Does he also know that
>Donna once left Sam at the alter until Sam changed that?
>
>I know this would ruin the show but why couldn't Sam just send a letter to
>himself telling himself to not do the initial leap?

Ah!  But would he listen to himself?  Until he made the first leap, there
would always be the possibility that the letter would be a hoax.

Kathy M. Johnson
Unisys, San Jose

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 91 13:22:49 GMT
From: deb@cci632.cci.com (Deborah Brown)
Subject: QL - Quantum Quarterly address change

I posted the address for the QL fanzine Quantum Quarterly the other day.  I
have since received issue #7 which lists an address change.  The NEW
address is:

Christina Mavroudis
c/o Quantum Quarterly
923 Ravenscourt  Ave. #4
San Jose, CA 95128

Please indicate the issue you wish to start your subscription and make
payment out to JIM RONDEAU.  Send to Quantum Quarterly, c/o Jim Rondeau,
1853 Fallbrook Ave., San Jose, CA 95130.  Should you move, please forward
your new address and the name of this publication - Jim puts out a number
of other publications.'

Debbie Brown
deb@jloda.cci.com
uunet!cicpg!cci632!deb

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 91 15:16:10 GMT
From: hennebry@plains.nodak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry)
Subject: Quantum Leap question

When Sam changes things, who is aware of both the "before" and "after"
situations? A certain congressional committee seemed to expect that they
would, but I got the impression that they were about as wrong as they could
be.

Mike
hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 91 17:34:21 GMT
From: rjking@acsu.buffalo.edu (randall j king)
Subject: Re: Quantum Leap question

hennebry@plains.NoDak.edu (Michael J. Hennebry) writes:
>When Sam changes things, who is aware of both the "before" and "after"
>situations? A certain congressional committee seemed to expect that they
>would, but I got the impression that they were about as wrong as they
>could be.

I think that only people who were involved with the project know what is
changed.  History is changed, but people's memories of what happened during
the leap don't change.

rjking@acsu.buffalo.edu      
V050QRQ3@cc.buffalo.edu      

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 91 18:26:46 GMT
From: aw1s+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew David Weiland)
Subject: Quantum Leap

Will the Halloween episode from last season of "Quantum Leap" be replayed
on October 30th?  If not, will it be replayed anytime this season?  I
missed it the first time around.

Andrew D. M. U. Weiland
aw1s@andrew.cmu.edu	

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 91 19:59:58 GMT
From: J_DELANO@unhh.unh.edu
Subject: Re: Halloween episode

>If it didn't happen, then how did Sam know Tully was going to fall?

Then why didn't Al know what had happened?  If the Devil had erased his
memory, then why didn't he erase Sam's, too?

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 91 21:26:06 GMT
From: wc8386@carr.yorku.ca (Jason Rheubottom)
Subject: Re: Halloween episode

J_DELANO@UNHH.UNH.EDU writes:
>>If it didn't happen, then how did Sam know Tully was going to fall?
>
>Then why didn't Al know what had happened?  If the Devil had erased his
>memory, then why didn't he erase Sam's, too?  	

   After Sam got through fighting Ol' Scratch, Al showed up and said that
Ziggy had been unable to find him till that time, did he not?  Doesn't that
imply that Al hadn't seen Tully fall in the first place (since he wasn't
even there)?  Or am I just crazier than the average university student? :^)

Jason Rheubottom

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 91 12:09:02 GMT
From: deb@cci632.cci.com (Deborah Brown)
Subject: Re: Quantum Leap question

jeffc@hpsadm5.sad.hp.com (Jeff Crowell) writes:
>asweeney@sw.stratus.com writes:
>>I would like to know this also. For instance does Al know that Sam's
>>brother died in Vietnam now that Sam saved him? Does he also know that
>>Donna once left Sam at the alter until Sam changed that?
>
>Whoahey!  When did they disclose that Sam's brother dies in VN now
>(again)?  Was that last week?  How was it revealed?  What was the
>connection?

No, Al knows that Tom ORIGINALLY died in Vietnam, but was saved by Sam.
Al, therefore remembers BOTH timelines, probably because he's involved in
the mechanism that is changing them (much like those involved with George
Orr in "The Lathe of Heaven").

I think the original question was whether Al remembers both time lines, and
the answer is yes.

Debbie Brown
deb@jloda.cci.com
uunet!cicpg!cci632!deb

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 91 20:57:32 GMT
From: YOURAA%morekypr@cunyvm.cuny.edu
Subject: V?  Did someone say V?

Urgh.  Ecch.  Bletch.  Ugh.  V died a well-deserved death years ago, but
not before it could take the genre back to the Iron Age.  V is dead.  Let
it stay dead.

Just my two cents worth, mind you.

Al Yourkonis
YOURAA@MOREKYPR.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 24 Sep 91 16:21:50 GMT
From: Kay.Shapero@f524.n102.z1.fidonet.org (Kay Shapero)
Subject: Re: V

Ryk E Spoor wrote:
>   I actually enjoyed "V", even though it had scientific holes you could
>drive the Death Star through and was a thinly-disguised Nazi parable.

Ah yes, Nazi Lizards from Space!  (Or as Nicolai puts it "Look Ma, more
luggage!")

>The big objection that I used to hear (and even thought of first for
>myself, how about that), about how it'd be easier to get water elsewhere,
>didn't bother me because they were also here to get hot lunches.  THOSE
>couldn't be gotten anywhere else...

Yes, but why they didn't simply load up on rats and ship THOSE back home...
They are easier to feed and keep than humans, breed a heck of a lot faster,
grow to maturity much faster, and are obviously quite palatable to the
Visitors...

I can see it all now - in the dead of night, a spaceship slips down to the
docks, loads up on wharf rats, and vanishes back into the night.  "Who was
that masked alien."  "I don't know, but I hope he comes back!"

Kay Shapero
Kay.Shapero@f524.n102.z1.fidonet.org

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 91 14:26:44 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: V

Kay.Shapero@f524.n102.z1.fidonet.org (Kay Shapero) writes:
>Yes, but why they didn't simply load up on rats and ship THOSE back
>home...  They are easier to feed and keep than humans, breed a heck of a
>lot faster, grow to maturity much faster, and are obviously quite
>palatable to the Visitors...

   Well, they didn't feed and keep us anyway (just as easy to freeze as
rats, that we are). A human being also is about two hundred rats worth of
meat, is easier to find and catch in bulk, and can also be used for
conscript shocktroops (which they needed as well).
   And in fact they DID get a lot of other animals as well but, human
beings are the most abundant and easily-available large animal on the
planet, and their intelligence made them useful.  

------------------------------

Date: 25 Sep 91 19:53:37 GMT
From: golden@eniac.seas.upenn.edu (Stephen "Jokey" Golden)
Subject: Re: V

Let's not forget that some of the human's would be used to fight for the
Visitors against their enemies...

I was always waiting for the line 'tastes like chicken' somewhere in one of
the episodes.  Oh well, maybe this new miniseries will bring me more
laughs.

BTW, didn't everybody who watched the show feel the death of Elias was
superbly done.  He just died by a death gun..so hassle..  so real brave
death.  Just a tad of realism I guess..

Stephen Golden
golden@eniac.seas.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 91 22:31:13 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: V

Kay.Shapero@f524.n102.z1.fidonet.org (Kay Shapero) writes:
>In the short term, maybe.  Not for the long term.  Rats you can breed.

   You can breed humans too. Slower than rats, yes, but overall more
useful. With their technology, it might also be possible to force-mature
efficiently too. They intended to keep a breeding stock, too.

>Was it established, by the way, that they were in the process of ACTIVE
>empire building on a multiplanetary scale?  I always figured they were

   No, it was established that they were involved in an ACTIVE war against
a race that was slowly but surely beating their asses off, and that they
were not only starving at home but needed a lot of cheap troops to give
them a buffer.

------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 91 05:46:45 GMT
From: Kay.Shapero@f524.n102.z1.fidonet.org (Kay Shapero)
Subject: Re: V

Ryk E Spoor wrote:
>   No, it was established that they were involved in an ACTIVE war against
>a race that was slowly but surely beating their asses off,

Directly, or from what the Visitors said?  What were their enemies like,
btw?  I didn't watch the whole series.

>and that they were not only starving at home but needed a lot of cheap
>troops to give them a buffer.

In which case regardless of whatever they imported they definitely should
have stocked up on rats, mice and things like that.  Seriously.  Those
ships were not even close to big enough to import enough food to feed a
planet; a breeding stock of something that reproduces RAPIDLY on things
they might not want to eat themselves would work much better.  Humans eat
much the same things as Visitors (though depending on culture may be even
pickier), take far longer to grow to a reasonable size and by that time
have eaten far more food palatable to Visitors than they supply.  Strictly
a luxury import.

In re troops - one has to assume that the war they were fighting involved
weaponry of at least the complexity of modern US equipment.  Both sides
have to be of roughly equal tech level or that slow defeat would have been
a rapid one.  Considerable training is required to use these things even
for the grunt level recruit.  Otherwise all you get is dead troops, and
nothing to show for it.  Training takes time.  Furthermore, it has been
established that Visitors are significantly different from humans in a
number of ways.  But all of their combat equipment is going to be set up
for Visitors, making it difficult for the humans to operate without
modifications.  More time, or inefficient troops.  Time you may not have.

But suppose you do all this in record time.  OK, now deploy them.  Scatter
them out as individuals among your divisions and you've got the situation
where each division gets to deal with multiple forms of the same equipment,
multiple native languages to confuse communications with (yes, they will
have been trained in Visitor language(s), but it takes a long time to
achieve full fluency), multiple life support requirements in the field and
so on.  Ick.

Deploy them together in their own division and sooner or later some
fugghead will start a revolution, figuring that it was to their advantage
to have the enemy win, homeworld held hostage or not.  ESPECIALLY if you're
eating their relatives anyway!

As for non complex combat conditions; just what difference does it make if
50 or 5000 people are standing on ground zero?

All of which does rather pale into insignificance beside the water nonsense
I must admit!

Kay Shapero
Kay.Shapero@f524.n102.z1.fidonet.org

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 91 01:12:03 GMT
From: bsu-cs!bsu-ucs!00sdriddle@iuvax.cs.indiana.edu
Subject: "V:TNC"

   Michael Straczynski was hired two years ago to write a pilot for a new
'V' series that Warner Bros. requested be turned into a four hour
mini-series.  He spent most of 1990 rewriting the script and handed it in
one month ago.
   Kenneth johnson is in no way involved with the project and there are no
plans to reunite the original cast.
	
   The series leans in the direction of the original series in flavor,
approach, and tone.  The new series takes up five years after the end of
the weekly series.  There was a massive war between the two sides (we
lost).  The LA Resistance has either been captured, disappeared, or gone
into hiding.  Much has changed.

   The big cities are under Visitor control,new currency has been issued,
there are collaborators and sabouteurs.  We learn more about Visitor
culture history and religion.  We will also learn the real reason they came
to Earth in the first place which may involve a Third Force.

   The next step is to take it to NATPE to try and sell it in the
syndication market.  If it sells it will be produced.  If it doesn't, it
won't.

   To write Warner Bros. to convince them to produce a series a/o
conclusion write Warner Bros., 4000 Warner Blvd., Burband, CA 91522. USA.

   The above information was published in TV Zone #20.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 91 15:25:21 GMT
From: QXN108@uriacc.uri.edu (Andy Patrizio)
Subject: Friday the 13th.

In response to a very large article in SF Lovers Digest, that show has been
off the air for some time now. But because of it's popularity, it remains
in re-runs. There was a time when the show was second only to ST: TNG in
syndication ratings. What killed it was not a loss of popularity, but a
combination of costs (the show was ambitious and expensive to make) and a
loss of advertisers because Christian cultural terrorists managed to
threaten, intimidate or scare off advertisers of the show. Those together
were what killed it.

Does anyone know what became of Robey, the knockout starlet of the show?

Andy

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 91 00:44:12 GMT
From: ferwil@ms.uky.edu (Fernie D. Williams III)
Subject: Prince of Dark Water

I am posting for a friend without net access.

I would like to hear from anyone who knows anything about the Prince of
Dark Water cartoon. This would be who makes it, writers, and other basic
information.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 91 15:32:42 GMT
From: clark@ice.csee.usf.edu (Matthew Clark)
Subject: Sapphire and Steel

Has anyone out there ever heard of/ seen series called "Sapphire and
Steel"?

I heard it was a BBC series that was really good and was wondering whether
or not anyone knows if its out on video or available somewhere else?

Matthew Clark
clark@galadriel.csee.usf.edu
clark@jupiter.csee.usf.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Oct 91 04:02:18 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Subject: Re: Sapphire and Steel

"SAPPHIRE AND STEEL" was a very nice, albeit slightly surrealistic, BBC SF
show.  Joanna Lumley (Whom you may have seen as "Purdey" in the CBC show,
"THE NEW AVENGERS" ) played Sapphire, and Steel was David McCallum, doing
his usual great work.
 
Sapphire and Steel are representatives of another race, somewhere in space
and time; they hang around here solely because they've been assigned to
this continuum.  Steel hates having to live in a human body, but Sapphire
is cultured and compassionate toward humans.
 
By American standards, they're slow and boring.  I find them more than
somewhat interesting, and there's always Jo Lumley, who looks great in
blue...

Ah.  Just found a reference; 14 episodes first season, (1980 in England),
and 18 episodes in 1981.  I recall the final episode left S&S in a real
nasty, inescapable situation.  (In America, we wait fifteen years, and then
make a TV-movie.  In Great Britain, they just forget about the whole
thing...)

------------------------------

Date: 5 Oct 91 23:04:00 GMT
From: LAMBERT_@ctstateu.bitnet
Subject: Mystery Science Theater 3000

Hello, all!

I'd like to discuss Mystery Science Theatre 3000. Those of you who have the
Comedy Central cable channel know what I'm talking about.  It's one of the
brightest and funniest shows I've seen in years.  The premise is simple.
Basically, a man and two robots are forced to watch bad SF, horror, and
fantasy movies, and we get to watch them watch it and comment on it. This
doesn't seem terribly original, but the way it is done makes it a joy to
watch.

First of all, the characters and puppets have a great deal of personality
to them. There's a lot of self-consistency within the series, and you
really can identify with the characters and laugh with/at them from week to
week.  Secondly, while the snide asides and obscure film references are
scripted ahead of time, the whole process seems so natural and so ad-libbed
that you suspend your disbelief after the first few minutes.  The comments
themselves range in quality from smile-slightly to
rupture-a-spleen-laughing. 

I'd be very interested in the opinions of other folks on the list who've
seen MST 3K, as to the show as a whole, and your favorite movies and/or
bits

(By the way, my favorite episode so far is "Time Of The Apes", although
some of the New Age music jokes in "Pod People" come close.)

Bryan Lambert
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Date: 9 Oct 91 10:24:28 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Subject: Brust's Dragaera

While I was rereading a few of Brust's Dragaera novels (_Jhereg_,
_Brokedown Palace_, and _The Phoenix Guards_ in particular), I suddenly
realized something: the Easterners and Dragaerans on this world are quite
stupid.

This came to me after I realized that the Dragaeran Empire has existed for
something on the order of 200 000 years, yet both species are in a
pre-industrial state.  The Dragaeran's have some excuse for that, namely
their long lifetime and their sorcery.  But the Easterner's witchcraft
doesn't seem to be as effective (and, from comments in BP, not as
widespread as Vlad would have us believe), and they have a much shorter
lifespan.

(Sethra LaVode, namesake for my snake, is a prime example of this.  200k+
years old, and she has some of the attitudes of a child at times.  See
_Yendi_ and _Teckla_ for details.)

So what gives?  Can anybody come up with a plausible explanation for the
retarded state of development?  (Hmm... I just came up with one, and,
although I don't really like it, it could work: the gods don't want the
societies to advance.)

SPOILERS below, I guess.

While I'm on the topic, has anyone come up with a workable timeline?  From
TPG, we know when Fenario was founded in relation to the Empire (a few
hundred, a thousand or so at most, years before the Interregnum, right?);
at the end of BP sorcery doesn't work, at least in the East.  That would
coincide it with the Interregnum, right?  Who was the granddaughter, then,
referred to by Deverra?

Why is Verra called the Demon Goddess?  Is she the Goddess of Demons, or,
as I started to suspect from the explanation of demons in _Phoenix_,
actually a demon masquerading as a goddess?  (Or with properties of both;
she can be limited, it seems, as witnessed in BP, but not necessarily
controlled.)

Why did the Easterners invade Faerie during the Interregnum?  They had a
treaty they liked, at least at the beginning; did something happen to the
society(ies), or did another Easterner kingdom get involved, or what?  Why
isn't any mention made of the treaty in the Vlad books?  Has it been
rescinded?

Compare the formation of the treaty in TPG with the prologue in BP; there
are some differences.  In BP, the horse, a Taltos horse, speaks, and the
Dragaerans hear it; in TPG, the horse is killed, but that's it.  (The
discrepency could be legend on the Easterners' side, or the Dragaeran
historians not accepting certain unsubstantiated facts.)  Why, though, was
no mention made of the peppers in BP, or the treaty itself.  (It was nice,
though, to see my suspicion that the Faerie sword was Morganti, nay, a
Great Weapon.  But which GW?  Pathfinder?  [Don't think so.]  Blackwand?
[Would make sense... That could be how Morrolan acquired it.)

Khavren and others swear by "the Horse" in TPG; is this a reference to Bolk
(called Bolcseseg by Verra)?  Also, they swear by "the Blood of the Horse";
consider the effect Bolk's blood had on Verra in BP.  Is this a deliberate
tie-in, and, if so, exactly what kind of tie-in.  (I.e., is Bolk a god,
and, if so, why do he and Verra seem to feud in BP?)

Sean Eric Fagan
sef@kithrup.COM

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 91 18:37:10 GMT
From: flee@cs.psu.edu (Felix Lee)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

>So what gives?  Can anybody come up with a plausible explanation for the
>retarded state of development?

The existence of any sort of magic is extremely detrimental to the
development of science and technology.  What sort of scientific principle
can you derive from a fact like: for three pinches, it doesn't matter the
size of a pinch, it matters that there are three?

If gods blatantly interfere, if lightning is considered the spear of the
gods, then there's no incentive to prevent lightning strikes by inventing
lightning rods.

Felix Lee
flee@cs.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 91 19:46:17 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

sef@kithrup.COM (Sean Eric Fagan) writes:
>While I was rereading a few of Brust's Dragaera novels (_Jhereg_,
>_Brokedown Palace_, and _The Phoenix Guards_ in particular), I suddenly
>realized something: the Easterners and Dragaerans on this world are quite
>stupid.

No, I think you're misinterpreting "different" as "stupid". Not the same
thing.

>This came to me after I realized that the Dragaeran Empire has existed for
>something on the order of 200 000 years, yet both species are in a
>pre-industrial state.

Two reasons for this:

  - They have an alternative to technology: magic. Why build cars when you
have teleport spells? In Brust's world, technology does circumvent the need
for much of the technology our society finds necessary.

  - They have a very rigid social structure that's also very stable. That
kind of rigidity has traditionally strongly inhibited personal innovation
(take a look at the ancient egyptian, han dynasty china and byzantine
histories, to name three off the top of my head). Tradition is more
important than innovation, so things tend to stand still instead of move
forward. With the addition of a magically-based set of technologies to
replace a lot of the need for mundane technologies, I'd expect things to
not move around very much.

>the gods don't want the societies to advance.)

That might have a part in it, too. It's not to the gods advantage for
people to progress to the point where they stop believing in gods (like
modern society here has). And Brust's gods are a bit more active in
meddling.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 91 19:38:45 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

sef@kithrup.COM (Sean Eric Fagan) writes:
>Can anybody come up with a plausible explanation for the retarded state of
>development?

I have several:

   1: Their current system has something in place of our style of
technology (sorcery and witchcraft) which, while perhaps not as flexible
as out level of tech, work better than *their* technological solutions
would.

   2: Look at human history. We were hunter/gatherers for several hundred
millenia, farmers for *maybe* a half dozen millenia, and industrialists for
a half dozen centuries. For most of our existence, we were in a 'retarded'
social state, which, while lacking things like CDs and pool cues, worked
quite well as a way of life (For us, anyway.  The now extinct megafauna of
the Pleistocene probably would have appreciated not having to deal with
us). Our history wasn't inevitable; a bad run of plant disease might have
quashed agriculture as it started, or if the current Interglacial hadn't
began, perhaps the pressures to find new ways to feed ourselves would have
been different. To start a pointless tangent, note the apparent lack of
galaxy-spanning cultures in the current Milky Way. Our existence can be
taken to imply no-one else has industrialised the galaxy yet. Maybe the
leap to agriculture is rare, or most high tech culture do not persist as
long as hunter/gatherer societies do (did).

   Also, the Dragaerians have had urban culture for 200 millenia, which a
hell of a lot better than humans. We don't know how long the rabble in the
East have been 'civilized'. They have sustained urban civilization over
thirty times as long as we have, so it seems inappropriate to look on them
as 'retarded'.

   The Easterners may, if their cultural half-life is shorter than
Dragaerian which seems likely, may keep finding themselves trying to
recover 'higher' levels of culture, and the one *constant* high culture
they would see is the Dragaerian Empire. It seems likely they'd imitate it,
which may decrease the variety of cultures the Eastern rabble come up with.
The mayflies may also find it hard to reach the heights of Dragaerian
society, since their brief lifetimes put a limit on what one person can do.

   Are we the precursor civilization to the one found in Brust's series? I
don't know why I have that impression, but I do.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 91 20:46:31 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

chuq@Apple.COM (Chuq Von Rospach) writes:
>>This came to me after I realized that the Dragaeran Empire has existed
>>for something on the order of 200 000 years, yet both species are in a
>>pre-industrial state.

As I said, the Dragaeran's have an excuse for this.  Those 200 000 years of
Empire amount to only 100 lifespans; in any 600 years, *we* haven't done an
incredible amount.  But there's only so far I can stretch that analogy 8-).

>o They have an alternative to technology: magic. Why build cars when you
>have teleport spells? In Brust's world, technology does circumvent the
>need for much of the technology our society finds necessary.

Except that we learned in both TPG and Phoenix that sorcery was a lot
harder and rarer before the Interregnum.  Also, from TPG, I get the
impression that Vlad (our chief contact with post-Interregnum Dragaeran
society) is not in a typical crowd.  For one thing, he can read, as, I
assume, can all of the principals of his stories.  But in TPG, Tazendra is
surprised that a set of numbers add up to 6!

Sorcery is not in as much use as Vlad's telling might lead one to believe.
And Easterner witchcraft is not as visible as sorcery (love potions, curing
diseases, etc.; no mention of using it to teleport until Vlad needed
Keera's vial in _Taltos_, and even that was something he wasn't sure could
be done).

There is no real evidence that sorcery takes the place of too much
technology in the society.  If, perhaps, it were as common and powerful as
Vlad's situation would have one believe, it would.  But there is too much
evidence that that is not the case, and, in any event, it doesn't explain
the Easterners.

I also did think about the rigid social structure; that doesn't explain the
Easterners, however.  And while one can point out that humanity existed for
a couple of million years before producing any sort of technology, consider
how much change has happened in the past 10 000 years.  And the Easterners
have been around on Dragaera for 20 times that amount, at least.  (That is
long enough for genetic drift to occur, causing the formation of a new
species.)

> - They have a very rigid social structure that's also very stable. That
>kind of rigidity has traditionally strongly inhibited personal innovation
>(take a look at the ancient egyptian, han dynasty china and byzantine
>histories, to name three off the top of my head).

None of those lasted for even 20 000 years.

Sean Eric Fagan
sef@kithrup.COM

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 91 20:57:28 GMT
From: mss2@ellis.uchicago.edu (Michael S. Schiffer)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

Actually, Dragaera isn't a pre-industrial society at all.  As is made
reasonably clear in _Teckla_ and _Phoenix_, it's a society undergoing the
magical equivalent of an industrial revolution.

Consider the fact that teleportation is a routine form of transportation.
That revivification is so common that an assassin has to make a point of
preventing it.  This is a society with extreme differentiation of labor, a
fairly decent handle on certain sciences (classing sorcery as applied
science or technology, and don't forget that Aliera suggests more than
passing familiarity with genetics.  She also knew that Dragaera had been
colonized from off planet.).  They don't appear to have mass production,
but then it isn't clear that they need it.  Besides, the industrial West
didn't have mass production until well into the IR.  Who needs railroads
when sorcery will move large quantities of material?  Who needs steamships
if you can cast spells to affect the winds, and there isn't much of anyone
to do large scale trading with?  A sorcerer is also the military equivalent
of a machine gunner or artillery piece, as Vlad's references to Morrolan in
battle make clear.

Of course, all of this is only for the nobility.  Teckla and Easterners are
agrarian or urban poor.  But slavery and serfdom also existed until well
into the IR in this world, and factory workers in most industrialized
countries fought a losing battle for subsistence until the early twentieth
century.  Compare Teckla living standards to Western rural poor today, and
consider that the _social_ system of Dragaera has no impetus towards wealth
transfer from rich to poor.  And the response in _Teckla_, helped along by
an old Earth book, was essentially to reinvent early socialism/communism -
with even less chance of success.  (Although if the Cycle had been near a
Teckla reign, they might have managed a Reign of Terror, purging the
nobility and setting up an enforced egalitarian structure lasting until the
Cycle changed again.)

The social structure of the Empire is aristocratic and semi-feudal, but
their technology, measured in terms of what an individual can do with
available resources, is in many ways higher than ours.  _We_ can't raise
the dead.  We need complex equipment to communicate over long distances,
and can be eavesdropped upon when we do.  Our transport technology is lower
in most ways.  Of course, it takes skill to use sorcery, but it takes skill
to use technology.  Any Teckla can use the Orb for simple things, remember.
(And no one in Dragaera needs a wristwatch to know the time.)  Any
twentieth century Westerner can use a phone.  Many can operate computers.
Some can program computers.  Anyone can fly in a plane.  Some can operate a
plane.  A few own planes.  There are things we can do which they can't, but
the reverse is true, and if our physics is more advanced than theirs, their
medicine is more advanced than ours.

To sum up, the Dragaeran Empire is not primitive, but advanced in its
knowledge of those scientific facts which apply to Dragaera, and in its
application of those facts to assure its upper classes a quite high
standard of living.  The same could have been said of the British Empire at
the turn of the century, and that was clearly a technological,
industrialized power.  The major difference is that Dragaera has a much
higher technological base than 1900 Britain did, and if it came to war
between them (assuming Dragaera retained access to the Orb), I'd know the
way to bet.

Michael S. Schiffer, LHN
aq578@cleveland.freenet.edu
mike.schiffer@ub.cc.umich.edu
mss2@usite-next.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 91 03:24:47 GMT
From: flee@cs.psu.edu (Felix Lee)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

>Actually, Dragaera isn't a pre-industrial society at all.  As is made
>reasonably clear in _Teckla_ and _Phoenix_, it's a society undergoing the
>magical equivalent of an industrial revolution.

Actually, the point I was answering was, why is the Eastern society as
depicted in Brokedown Palace preindustrial, given hundreds of thousands of
years of existence?

In Dragaeran society, I'm not convinced a magical revolution parallel to
the industrial revolution is taking place in Vlad's time.  The problem is,
where is the magic in The Phoenix Guards?  Aren't there supposed to be
dozens of floating castles that crash to the ground when the Interregnum
happens?  Did I miss it all?

Incidentally, did Deverra show up in The Phoenix Guards?  Since TPG is two
sets of seventeen, Deverra should show up once in each half, but I never
noticed her.

The existence of Sethra Lavode is enough to account for knowledge of things
like genetics and extraterrestrials.

Urm, I'm going to have to reread the books and try to construct a
reasonable timeline.  Someday.  Any idea how long the day and year on that
world are?

Felix Lee
flee@cs.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 91 03:41:02 GMT
From: cs169095@cs.brown.edu (Joel Scotkin)
Subject: Steven Brust

Anyone out there have any ideas about the origins of Easterners and
Dragaerans?  In JHEREG, Brust suggests that humans were introduced as
controls for genetic experiments on the native Dragaerans.  What level of
technology/ civilization do you think the introduced humans were?  Also,
what do you think the structural differences are between witchcraft and
sorcery?

I really liked Brust's work, and having read the Phoenix Guards, am
wondering if anyone has news of any new works in the offing.  Phoenix
Guards wasn't bad, but I was hoping for another Taltos story, and this is
set in the same world about 1000 years earlier, with fairly cardboard
characters and monotonous dialogue.

Joel Scotkin and Eric Marin
cs169096@cs.brown.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 10 Oct 91 05:23:16 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

sef@kithrup.COM (Sean Eric Fagan) writes:
>SPOILERS below, I guess.
>While I'm on the topic, has anyone come up with a workable timeline?  From
>TPG, we know when Fenario was founded in relation to the Empire (a few
>hundred, a thousand or so at most, years before the Interregnum, right?);
>at the end of BP sorcery doesn't work, at least in the East.  That would
>coincide it with the Interregnum, right?  Who was the granddaughter, then,
>referred to by Deverra?

   No, actually BP takes place two or three decades before _Jhereg_.
Sorcery *does* work - remember that the whole "pathway to Faerie" business
is the link to the Orb that you get by being a Teckla. (Side note: I read
BP before any of the other books. It was quite a shock to realize later
that all these people with mystical powers were *Teckla*.) Brust has said
publically that the granddaughter was Cawti, although I don't know of any
purely internal evidence to support this.

>(It was nice, though, to see my suspicion that the Faerie sword was
>Morganti, nay, a Great Weapon.  But which GW?  Pathfinder?  [Don't think
>so.]  Blackwand?  [Would make sense... That could be how Morrolan acquired
>it.)

   Recall that Aliera E'Kieron exchanges Kieron's Sword for Pathfinder at
some point in between _Yendi_ and _Jhereg_. Vlad's reminiscences in some of
the other books indicate that there was a battle between Dragaeran and
Eastern forces during that same period - the Battle of Baritt's Tomb, I
think he called it. If the Faerie sword were Pathfinder, that might fit in.
Morrolan had Blackwand all along, didn't he? I think you're confusing the
two.

David Goldfarb    
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 91 09:47:05 GMT
From: klaus@diku.dk (Klaus Ole Kristiansen)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera
sef@kithrup.COM (Sean Eric Fagan) writes:

>There is no real evidence that sorcery takes the place of too much
>technology in the society.

A low-level gangster boss calls 4 thugs into his office, and assigns to
each a person to protect. One of them says: "But boss, I can't teleport."
"Then get someone else."

Klaus O K

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 91 13:00:53 GMT
From: eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

Sean Eric Fagan wrote:
> in any 600 years, *we* haven't done an incredible amount.

Huh?

The industrial and scientific revolutions took less than 300 years.  Inside
of 60 years we went from first flight to the Moon.  Six hundred years ago
there were less than a hundred million human beings on the entire planet;
the average lifespan in *developed* nations was less than thirty.  I could
pile more comparisons on this, but these should suffice.

I know it's fashionable to disparage `progress' these days.  But that you
should be so blind or blase` about the magnitude of humanity's achievements
since 1400 as to be able to utter something like this is...remarkable.

Eric S. Raymond
eric@snark.thyrsus.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 91 22:17:29 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

flee@cs.psu.edu (Felix Lee) writes:
>Actually, the point I was answering was, why is the Eastern society as
>depicted in Brokedown Palace preindustrial, given hundreds of thousands of
>years of existence?

Also my question.

>In Dragaeran society, I'm not convinced a magical revolution parallel to
>the industrial revolution is taking place in Vlad's time.

It's not.  In Vlad's time, the "magical revolution" (that is, the increase
in use of sorcery and power of said sorcery) is enforcing the existing
regime.  The nobility, that is.

>The problem is, where is the magic in The Phoenix Guards?  Aren't there
>supposed to be dozens of floating castles that crash to the ground when
>the Interregnum happens?  Did I miss it all?

I would assume that the floating castles mostly belong to the Athyra, whose
reign had just ended.  Because this was mostly concerned with the Phoenix
guards, I was not surprised by the lack of the floating castles.

>Incidentally, did Deverra show up in The Phoenix Guards?  

Yes.  At least once; she gave the note to Adron.

>The existence of Sethra Lavode is enough to account for knowledge of
>things like genetics and extraterrestrials.

Yeah.  A 200 000 year-old person (who has successfully fought against the
god-like ET's!) could be quite handy 8-).

>Any idea how long the day and year on that world are?

No idea how long the days are, but weeks are 5 days (how long Kieron stood
at Kieron's Watch), and months are 17 days (mentioned in the latter half of
TPG), and I believe that years are 17 months long (the months seem to be
named after the houses in TPG).

Incidently, I have one more nit to pick about _Taltos_.  Aliera comments
that, since Zerika is the last Phoenix, the Cycle is broken, and Morrolan
make some comment like, "I don't know; ask me again in a few hundred
thousand years, when it matters."  It would matter in at least 17*16 years
(Vlad says that 17 years is the shortest amount of time a House can hold
the Throne), and at most 17*17*17*16 years (he quotes some figure, just a
bit later, that should be 17**3, but isn't [Brust says that Vlad isn't as
smart as he thinks he is 8-)]), which is only 78608 years.  Oh, well.  Just
a nit 8-).

Sean Eric Fagan
sef@kithrup.COM

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 91 22:24:16 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

klaus@diku.dk (Klaus Ole Kristiansen) writes:
>>There is no real evidence that sorcery takes the place of too much
>>technology in the society.
>A low-level gangster boss calls 4 thugs into his office, and assigns to
>each a person to protect. One of them says: "But boss, I can't teleport."
>"Then get someone else."

First of all, Vlad isn't really low-level; he's rising awfully fast.  (Of
course, he's only got a lifespan of 70 years or so, as opposed to 2-3
thousand, so... 8-))

Second: what makes you think that is a common occurrence?  After the
Interregnum, yes, teleportation is common (so common that some in the
Empire are concerned it might replace more traditional forms of
transportation), but that's only *after* the Interregnum.

What else is sorcery used for?  Getting to Morrolan's castle; sneaking up
on Deathgate Falls; fighting sorcerous battles; and the occasional
assination.  Sea travel is still in common use (Adrilankha is still a
seaport!).

Among the crowd we see hanging around with Vlad, Aliera, Morrolan, and
Sethra LaVode, yes, sorcery is common.  But these are the nobility, and the
top of the nobility for the most part.

Sean Eric Fagan
sef@kithrup.COM

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 91 22:30:48 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

eric@snark.thyrsus.com (Eric S. Raymond) writes:
>The industrial and scientific revolutions took less than 300 years.
>Inside of 60 years we went from first flight to the Moon.  Six hundred
>years ago there were less than a hundred million human beings on the
>entire planet; the average lifespan in *developed* nations was less than
>thirty.  I could pile more comparisons on this, but these should suffice.

I said "any" 600 years.  Take the 600 years between, oh, 100000BC and and
99400BC.  How much progress was made there?

One of the points I wanted to make was that technological progress seems to
remain stagnant until progress is made.  That is: the more society learns,
the more there is to learn.

Dragaeran society seems to be moderately advanced; I'd place it as
equivalent to AD1600 in our history, more or less.  (Much more advanced in
some areas, such as genetics, although they don't seem to know about gene
splicing and genetic engineering.  And they still use swords, no firearms
have been invented.  [Sorcery *can* explain that, though.])  While we don't
know much about Fenarrian society, the culture seemed to be much more
primitive in _Brokedown Palace_ (say AD1100 or so).

Since the Easterners have been attacking the Dragaerans for over 200k years
(the reason for the alliance that formed the Empire under Kieron), and the
Dragaerans had swords at that point (Kieron's broadsword, for example), I
think we can assume that the Easterners had swords then, or soon learned
to.  So what happened to the remaining time?

Sean Eric Fagan
sef@kithrup.COM

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 91 22:32:39 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb) writes:
>No, actually BP takes place two or three decades before _Jhereg_.  Sorcery
>*does* work - remember that the whole "pathway to Faerie" business is the
>link to the Orb that you get by being a Teckla.

Remember that sorcery *stops* working at the end of BP.  Want to explain
that if BP takes place after the Interregnum?

Sean Eric Fagan
sef@kithrup.COM

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 91 04:44:18 GMT
From: flee@cs.psu.edu (Felix Lee)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

Sean Eric Fagan wrote:
>No idea how long the days are, but weeks are 5 days (how long Kieron stood
>at Kieron's Watch), and months are 17 days (mentioned in the latter half
>of TPG), and I believe that years are 17 months long (the months seem to
>be named after the houses in TPG).

In _Taltos_ it says there are seventeen months in the Dragaeran year.  This
doesn't bode well.  A 17*17-day year is 4/5 the length of our year, so when
Vlad at 16 acquires Loiosh, sells the restaurant, and becomes an enforcer,
he's only 12 on our calendar.  Perhaps Easterners aren't very Earth-human.
Perhaps Easterners use a different calendar.  Perhaps the Dragaeran day is
5/4 as long as ours, making it 30 or more hours long.  Ah, each day is
really 34 (2*17) hours long.  But how does a Dragaeran hour compare to
ours?  This can get silly.

Felix Lee
flee@cs.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 91 14:23:25 GMT
From: dmm0t@holmes.acc.virginia.edu (Dave Meyer)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb) writes:
SPOILERS below, I guess.
>   Recall that Aliera E'Kieron exchanges Kieron's Sword for Pathfinder at
>some point in between _Yendi_ and _Jhereg_. Vlad's reminiscences in some
>of the other books indicate that there was a battle between Dragaeran and
>Eastern forces during that same period - the Battle of Baritt's Tomb, I
>think he called it. If the Faerie sword were Pathfinder, that might fit
>in.  Morrolan had Blackwand all along, didn't he? I think you're confusing
>the two.

I thought Kieron's sword is Pathfinder - that's how they find their way out
of the Afterworld when Vlad and Morrolan retrieve Aliera.

As for which Great Weapon the Faerie sword is, it could be one of the ones
we've never seen before.  Only 3 have been introduced to us - Blackwand,
Pathfinder, and Sethra's (I forget the name offhand) - there should be 14
others floating around somewhere.  I assume there are 17 Great Weapons,
since there's 17 of everything else.

David M. Meyer
Department of Mechanical & Aerospace Engineering 
University of Virginia
(804) 924-7926
dmm0t@virginia.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 91 17:00:55 GMT
From: rod@cats.ucsc.edu (Rodrick Su)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

dmm0t@holmes.acc.Virginia.EDU (Dave Meyer) writes:
>As for which Great Weapon the Faerie sword is, it could be one of the ones
>we've never seen before.  Only 3 have been introduced to us - Blackwand,
>Pathfinder, and Sethra's (I forget the name offhand) - there should be 14
>others floating around somewhere.  I assume there are 17 Great Weapons,
>since there's 17 of everything else.

Don't forget Spellbreaker of Vlad.  It nullified more spells than any other
weapon I've seen.

Rodrick Su
rod@cats.ucsc.edu
rod@ucscb.ucsc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 91 17:16:13 GMT
From: svissag@hubcap.clemson.edu (Steve L Vissage II)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

rod@cats.ucsc.edu (Rodrick Su) writes:
>dmm0t@holmes.acc.Virginia.EDU (Dave Meyer) writes:
>>there should be 14 others floating around somewhere.  I assume there are
>>17 Great Weapons, since there's 17 of everything else.
>
>Don't forget Spellbreaker of Vlad.  It nullified more spells than any
>other weapon I've seen.

It was explicitly stated in one of the books that Spellbreaker is NOT one
of the 17 Great Weapons.  Vlad asked someone who should know, Morollan, I
think, but possibly Sethra or Aliera.

Steve L Vissage II
svissag@hubcap.clemson.edu
Bitnet: svissag@clemson   

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 91 18:02:34 GMT
From: dmm0t@holmes.acc.virginia.edu (Dave Meyer)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

rod@cats.ucsc.edu (Rodrick Su) writes:
>>As for which Great Weapon the Faerie sword is, it could be one of the
>>ones we've never seen before.  Only 3 have been introduced to us -
>>Blackwand, Pathfinder, and Sethra's (I forget the name offhand) - there
>>should be 14 others floating around somewhere.  I assume there are 17
>>Great Weapons, since there's 17 of everything else.
>
>Don't forget Spellbreaker of Vlad.  It nullified more spells than any
>other weapon I've seen.

Based on what we've seen of Great Weapons, Spellbreaker isn't one.  All of
the GW's so far have been Morganti blades.  Spellbreaker isn't a bladed
weapon, and is definitely not Morganti.  Remember, Morganti weapons have a
"feel" to them, so they can be easily identified.  Certainly, Vlad wold
have noticed at some point that his chain could destroy people's souls.

Spellbreaker is just Brust's device for giving Vlad a chance against really
high power sorcery.

David M. Meyer
Department of Mechanical & Aerospace Engineering
University of Virginia
(804) 924-7926
dmm0t@virginia.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 91 19:40:47 GMT
From: aahz@netcom.com (Mean Green Dancing Machine)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

dmm0t@holmes.acc.Virginia.EDU (Dave Meyer) writes:
>Spellbreaker is just Brust's device for giving Vlad a chance against
>really high power sorcery.

Note that in _Phoenix_ we're given a fairly decent explanation for the
existence of Spellbreaker, but not for the existence of that substance.
(Can't remember the name)

Dan Bernstein
aahz@netcom.com 

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 91 20:39:55 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

dmm0t@holmes.acc.Virginia.EDU (Dave Meyer) writes:
>I thought Kieron's sword is Pathfinder - that's how they find their way
>out of the Afterworld when Vlad and Morrolan retrieve Aliera.

No.  It is stated in _Jhereg_ that Aliera only recently acquired
Pathfinder; in addition, nothing is mentioned of Kieron's broadsword being
a Great Weapon, which I think would be.

>As for which Great Weapon the Faerie sword is, it could be one of the ones
>we've never seen before.  Only 3 have been introduced to us - Blackwand,
>Pathfinder, and Sethra's (I forget the name offhand) - there should be 14
>others floating around somewhere.  I assume there are 17 Great Weapons,
>since there's 17 of everything else.

Vlad states that there are 17 GW's.  Sethra's is Icewand.  (I prefer the
Serioli names, actually...)

We've been told about one other, at least: Godkiller (gosh, wonder what
*that* one was used for 8-)).  I think that the Orb may be another, but
I've got nothing to back it up.

Spellbreaker doesn't really appear to be a weapon; we found out the reason
for most of its abilities in _Phoenix_.  However: the chain *has* expressed
a life of its own, at times (coiling up in the air, both when Vlad found
it, and when he tried to kill himself in _Teckla_), and Sethra said that
there was something more beyond the peculiar metal in it, but didn't say
what (I got the impression she didn't know).

Sean Eric Fagan
sef@kithrup.COM

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 91 22:32:20 GMT
From: flee@cs.psu.edu (Felix Lee)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

>Remember that sorcery *stops* working at the end of BP.  Want to explain

Not really.  Sandor, at the end of BP:
  This is absurd, he thought, calling for power to propel himself to the
surface.
  Only then did he become aware of something big and powerful between him
and the source.

This sounds more like a sorcerous block, rather than the disappearance of
the Orb.  During the Interregnum, there would be no source at all.

I remember reasoning out that Brigitta's daughter is Cawti when BP came
out, before I heard of confirmation from Brust.  This definitely puts BP
about twenty-thirty years before Jhereg.

Felix Lee
flee@cs.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 91 00:01:10 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

sef@kithrup.COM (Sean Eric Fagan):
>Remember that sorcery *stops* working at the end of BP.  Want to explain
>that if BP takes place after the Interregnum?

You've misinterpreted.  Just one man's sorcery fails.  Remember, the
Interregnum preceeds Cawti's birth by a couple of centuries.  That would be
one long pregnancy (assuming that Brust is right about Cawti being the baby
- - and why shouldn't we assume that).

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------
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Date: 2 Oct 91 23:36:20 GMT
From: hughes@dogwood.botany.uga.edu (Wayne Hughes)
Subject: Re: Population decline in SF

jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll) writes:
>There are many books about the possible effects of overpopulation. I
>wonder how many are there deal with the other extreme, a world with very
>few people in it. After all the First and Second Worlds don't reproduce
>fast enough to

While not strictly in answer to your questions, _Crescent in the Sky_ and
_A Gathering of Stars_ by Donald Moffitt deal with a resurgent Islamic
state ruling the solar system and nearby stars.  This comes about by
internal collapse of 1st and 2nd world social and governmental order as
"native" population numbers decline and 3rd world birth rate and
immigration soars.  It's a fairly astute story line; the trend can really
be seen today in many Western countries (Norway, Sweden, Germany, Britain).

Wayne Hughes
Botany Dept.
University of Georgia
Athens, GA 30602  USA
hughes@dogwood.botany.uga.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 91 00:35:33 GMT
From: aw1s+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew David Weiland)
Subject: Re: Population decline in SF

jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll) writes,
>After all the First and Second Worlds don't reproduce fast enough to
>replace the current population, and if the rest of the world were (or
>could) follow suit, we might find in a few centuries that we had problems
>stemming from the effects of population implosion. I can think of a few
>books like that: Gryphon, Greybeard, a few others. Can anyone think of
>other worlds in SF with few people because of low birthrates?

The short stories in the "City" series by Clifford J. Simak.  In this book,
there was no baby boom and a mass non-urbanization after World War II.  Not
very accurate, but as the first story was written in 1946, faulty
prediction can be excused.

Andrew D. M. U. Weiland
aw1s@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 91 13:51:20 GMT
From: atriedes!ken@uunet.uu.net (Ken O'Brien)
Subject: Re: Population decline in SF

jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll) says:

> There are many books about the possible effects of overpopulation. I
> wonder how many are there deal with the other extreme, a world with very
> few people in it. 
[...]
> Can anyone think of other worlds in SF with few people because of low
> birthrates?

Robots of Dawn - Asimov
and
The White Plague - Frank Herbert 1982 Berkley.

It has been a long time since I read WP. Terrorists released a biological
agent which sterilized most of the population. The book deals with the
steps taken to ensure the continuation of humanity. A very good book.

Ken O'Brien
Consumer Information Services, Inc.
431 E. Horatio Ave #250
Maitland Fl. 32751
(407) 539-1611
uunet!atriedes!ken          

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 91 14:58:17 GMT
From: neufeld@aurora.physics.utoronto.ca (Christopher Neufeld)
Subject: Re: Population decline in SF

   I recall a short story I read once in which humans had achieved
immortality, and every single one of them stopped having children for a
century or two. At the end of that interval it was decided to try to have
children, first with one or two privileged couples. They were found to be
sterile by virtue of accumulated genetic defects in egg cells, which
apparently are not formed continuously but had to sit around for the
hundred or so years since the birth of the mothers, slowly going bad under
ambient radiation. Sorry, I don't remember the author or the name of the
short story.

Christopher Neufeld
neufeld@aurora.physics.utoronto.ca
cneufeld@{pnet91,pro-cco}.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 91 12:49:48 GMT
From: craigb@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Subject: Re: Population decline in SF

jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll) writes:
[...]
> Can anyone think of other worlds in SF with few people because of low
> birthrates?

_Implosion_, by D. F. Jones (the same guy who wrote the _Colossus_ series).
I've got to warn you though, this book is *really* depressing.

Also, _The Handmaid's Tale_ by Margaret Atwood is, I guess, SF. Another
not-so-happy book.

Craig Becker
Object Technology Products
craigb@ot.austin.ibm.com
craigb@woofer.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 91 00:39:52 GMT
From: MBS110@psuvm.psu.edu (Norman St. John Polevaulter)
Subject: Re: Population decline in SF

You might try _The Peace War_ by Vernor Vinge. The reason for the
population implosion is a series of wars in the early 21st century; among
other undesirable consequences, a series of war plagues are released which
chops the population down to a VERRRY small fraction of its former numbers.
On the order of tens of millions, I think.  The implosion isn't the major
point of the novel, just one of the things making up its background.

Also a very good novel IMHO, worth reading no matter what. I hope Vinge is
busy writing something new now - I've got everything of his...

Mark Sachs
mbs110@psuvm.psu.edu
sachs@dol-amroth.endor.cs.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 91 21:18:59 GMT
From: dpenn@bnr.ca
Subject: Re: Population decline in SF

I don't believe in a world where major troubles are caused by population
decline. There's a negative feedback loop - decline is a response to easy
living, low infant mortality. If trouble started, the population would pop
back up.

Dick Penn

------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 91 00:18:34 GMT
From: smoot@roger-rabbit.cs.berkeley.edu (Stephen [Steve] R Smoot)
Subject: Re: Population decline in SF (Spoliers)

In _The Zen Gun_, civilization is collapsing because its core planets have
had a great decline in human population, and increase in non-human
population...

It's a sort of funny, short book on the subject.  I think the author's name
begins with B...

------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 91 01:26:42 GMT
From: rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu (R o d Johnson)
Subject: Re: Population decline in SF (Spoliers)

smoot@roger-rabbit.cs.berkeley.edu (Stephen [Steve] R Smoot) says:
>In _The Zen Gun_, 
[...]
>It's a sort of funny, short book on the subject.  I think the author's
>name begins with B...

The great, neglected Barrington J. Bayley.

Rod Johnson
rjohnson@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 91 19:06:04 GMT
From: wcstom@alfred.ccs.carleton.ca (Tom Hamill)
Subject: Re: Population decline in SF

Another book that has a population decline is "Mockingbird" by Walter
Tevis.  In this scenario, the population is dying off from boredum since
machines, i.e., computers/robots/androids, do everything.  Very well
written and worth the read, if you can find it.

Tom Hamill
wcstom@ccs.carleton.ca

------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 91 23:15:23 GMT
From: aw1s+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew David Weiland)
Subject: Re: Population decline in SF

dpenn@bnr.ca writes:
>I don't believe in a world where major troubles are caused by population
>decline. There's a negative feedback loop - decline is a response to easy
>living, low infant mortality. If trouble started, the population would pop
>back up.  

First, not all declines in population are problematic.  The population in
Europe is declining without a negative effect on the standard of living;
someday the population of the US may do the same.  Many SF writers posit
such a beneficial decline for the future; Clifford Simak's early City
stories come to mind.

For an example of decreasing population troubles, consider a world where

1.  Population declines because of decreasing resources.
2.  The factors that cause a decrease in population (disease, predators,
war) will claim victims at a higher rate than the means of replacement.

These two can't happen today (though we are approaching #1 in some areas),
but are possibilities for the future (though i personally don't believe
that any conventional war will reach the point where population
significantly declines.  In these cases population decline is caused by
external trouble, and not the reverse.

3.  People were leaving for another settlement (colony) faster than
people can be born.

This would only be true if the colony world were a better place to live
than the planet; which is a valid, if not common theme in SF.  Again, the
best example is Clifford Simak's later City stories and the Lopers.

Andrew D. M. U. Weiland
aw1s@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 91 19:13:26 GMT
From: craigb@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Subject: Re: Population decline in SF

jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll) writes:
[...]
> It doesn't take long to depopulate a world with negative growth rates.
> 2260 years at -1% growth per year takes you from 6 billion people to a
> single person. Even if you're simply faced with competing with a group
> who have a slightly higher birthrate, they can over-run you (Given no
> edge in technology) in a millenium or so. In an environment where every
> additional one of Them means one less of You, it doesn't take long to for
> You to have Your population drop below sustainable levels, or so an
> article on Neanderthals claimed.

Cyril Kornbluth (?) wrote at least a three stories based on this; "The
Little Black Bag" (also made into an episode of _Night Gallery_), "The
Marching Morons", and one other whose name escapes me. Only "Them" was
people of low intelligence.

Craig Becker
Object Technology Products
craigb@ot.austin.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 91 14:34:05 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: Population decline in SF

craigb@ot.austin.ibm.com writes:
>Cyril Kornbluth (?) wrote at least a three stories based on this; "The
>Little Black Bag" (also made into an episode of _Night Gallery_), "The
>Marching Morons", and one other whose name escapes me. Only "Them" was
>people of low intelligence.

   Was the terrestrial culture in 'Search the Sky' also a marching morons
future? Amusing story, but Kornbluth either didn't look at actual
birthrates or chose to ignore the stats for the sake of a good story.
Really stupid people tend not to breed as successfully as mediocre people,
and ditto for the educated classes. Remember how stupid Kornbluth's Morons
were, after all. Apparently one needs a minimum amount of intelligence to
find and keep a mate (and raise the whelps), but too much interfers with
the process; must be all that dressing in black clothes and brooding the
intelligencia do :).

   No, I don't care to define 'intelligence'. I haven't seen
one I liked, yet.

   Ah, 'Search the Sky'. The novel in which matriarchy is a sign of genetic
problems...

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 91 14:26:31 GMT
From: craigb@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Subject: Re: Population decline in SF

jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll) writes:
[...]
> Was the terrestrial culture in 'Search the Sky' also a marching morons
> future?

Title doesn't sound familiar.  How about a plot synopsis?

> Really stupid people tend not to breed as successfully as mediocre
> people, and ditto for the educated classes.

If you're citing a bell-curve model for human reproduction, well, I'm not
really sure how valid that is. Not saying it's wrong, mind you, just that I
don't know.

> Remember how stupid Kornbluth's Morons were, after all. Apparently one
> needs a minimum amount of intelligence to find and keep a mate (and raise
> the whelps),

Probably opening the proverbial Big Can o' Worms by saying this, but
nowadays there's an awful lot of single mothers. And welfare has been
criticized as a system that encourages poor, single mothers to have more
kids. This is, of course, just my opinion, but with enough government-
sponsored social programs, even the stupidest person on Earth could get by
(and reproduce).

Of course, this doesn't even touch on the question of whether or not
intelligence is a matter of "nature" or "nuture". :-)

Craig Becker
Object Technology Products
craigb@ot.austin.ibm.com
craigb@woofer.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Oct 91 18:36:07 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: Population decline in SF

craigb@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker) writes:
>jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll) writes:
>[...]
>> Was the terrestrial culture in 'Search the Sky' also a marching morons
>> future?...
>
>Title doesn't sound familiar.  How about a plot synopsis?

OK. SPOILER warning.

   The plot went something like:

   Young man grows up on planet, notices that the population seems to be
declining. Every scientific specialty can explain to him why the fact that
half the buildings in his home city are abandoned does not mean the
population is decling in any meaningful way, but the explanation vary from
discipline to discipine, and not all are compatable.

   STL starship shows up, crewed by genetically degenerate idiots.  YM is
(for reason that escape me) told by a secret cabal that the STL ship
brought word that several worlds the STL ship went to don't seem to be
occupied by people with radios anymore.

   Cabal reveals to YM that, while all interstellar colonisation was done
using STL ships, FTL ships exist, but their existence was kept secret for
fear war would break out if the various colonies contacted each other.  YM
is sent on a survey mission to see why some worlds aren't responding
anymore. He finds several 'aberrant' worlds, some of which are:

   A world where very old people rule (He picks up a young space-bimbo on
this world, who is female and quite, quite stupid, even for a 50s version
of a woman. Luckily, brains have nothing to do with the desire to boink
someone).

   A planet which isn't there anymore, although an asteroid belt is.

   A planet ruled by (Ha ha, get this) *women*. The men of this world are
   all effeminate weenies. The FTL ship goes up by one EW.

   I forget which other worlds there were, but eventually the YM, SB and EW
end up on Earth, where it turns out all the problems are because the
genepools on the colonies were too small, and undesirable traits are
showing up (Lowered reproduction, age-worship, letting women vote, that
kind of genetic disability). Earth is a cesspool as well (Odd, given how
large the terrestrial genepool is), so they decide to spread the Word of
FTL and let the Age of Interplantary Boinking begin. If this were Communist
Chinese propaganda of my youth, at this all would loudly proclaim the
virtues of Chairman Mao and wave a copy of the little Red Book around as
the lights dim.

   I'm not making up the bit about matriarchy being considered a genetic
disease, either. Very 1950s, I don't think it occurred to either author
that there was anything *wrong* with depicting females as stupid little
dears who should make babies and stay out of politics.

>> Really stupid people tend not to breed as successfully as mediocre
>> people, and ditto for the educated classes.
>
>If you're citing a bell-curve model for human reproduction, well, I'm not
>really sure how valid that is. Not saying it's wrong, mind you, just that
>I don't know.
>
>> Remember how stupid Kornbluth's Morons were, after all. Apparently one
>> needs a minimum amount of intelligence to find and keep a mate (and
>> raise the whelps),
>
>Probably opening the proverbial Big Can o' Worms by saying this, but
>nowadays there's an awful lot of single mothers. And welfare has been
>criticized as a system that encourages poor, single mothers to have more
>kids. This is, of course, just my opinion, but with enough government-
>sponsored social programs, even the stupidest person on Earth could get by
>(and reproduce).

   Being a poor single mother doesn't necessarily mean one is stupid.  They
might be unlucky, poorly educated or even making the correct choice (Having
a penis doesn't necessarily make a male qualified to raise kids or be a
father). Hmmm. What *was* the name of that woman who was sterilised in the
30s because she was 3rd generation illegitimate, therefore gene-trash, and
therefore not worthy to retain ownership of her ovaries? As I remember, her
sister got sterilised, too, without being informed of the nature of the
operation (She was told it was an appendectomy or something). If the women
*I* know on welfare are accurate guides, welfare is not enough money that
it doesn't take some ingenuity to stay alive on it. I know one woman who is
somewhat trapped by her circumstances; she can't work because she can't get
a job which pays enough to pay for the kid being taken care of while she
works. I don't recall ever hearing her rejoice over getting welfare.

   Anyone out there have any idea where Reagan got his welfare mommas idea?
Any hard facts to back it up, or was the Gipper just lying again?

   People who are as mentally retarded as Kornbluth's Morons don't have
high birthrates, at least not so far in history. A fair number of the
people who are that limited end up being cared for by 'normal' humans, who
generally (rightly or wrongly) don't let their charges breed.

James Nicoll
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Date: 27 Sep 91 01:50:55 GMT
From: marty@hpcuhb.cup.hp.com (Marty Freitas)
Subject: Re: Re^2: Thomas Covenant

A few short comments.

I also liked the fact that TC didn't automatically pick up a sword and take
on entire armies, or do pretty much the same thing with his ring.

The more you understand about the reality of leprosy, and his personal
reaction to it, the more believable his character becomes.  I don't see him
as a whiner, he's just not a smiling posterchild for leprosy; he's been
crushed by it at least temporarily and calling him a whiner is like saying
that someone who has just been beaten in a fight will stay beaten.  What
you see is a person who has just been crushed, but he may yet recover.  The
fact that his healing takes time is real, much as TC not immediately
becoming a hero was.  Perhaps Donalson should have enclosed pictures from
Donalson's childhood.

I haven't read the 4-6th books.  I read the original series and decided not
to let an author ruin something by tacking something else onto something
that he had, in his mind, finished.  There was such a flow to the first
three books that I thought anything added would be jarring.  I may change
my mind.

And finally, you all seem to be missing the character who fascinates me the
most, the old man who allows him this escape from reality.  Who is he, and
what does that mean to the rest of us?  I'd love to hear some guesses.
Hile Troy was a fantastic touch.

Marty

------------------------------

Date: 28 Sep 91 02:15:17 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant: What would _you_ have done?

dplatt@ntg.com (Dave Platt) writes:

>"You are a leper.  That's an inescapable fact of your life, from now on.
>It will never change, and you'll always have to deal with it.

One of *my* major nits: leprosy is completely curable!  True, the damage to
the nerves cannot be repaired, but the disease itself is curable, and has
been for a while now.

Anyway:

>He is now in a situation which EXACTLY corresponds to the fantasy/fugue
>situation that he was warned was his greatest risk!

He finds himself in a situation he has *had drummed into his head*.  He
stayed at the leper colony for a short time, but, while he was there, he
watched people in various stages of the disease and its aftermath, and
drove the thought that *that* could be him into his mind over and over and
over.

Since he had no control over so much of his life, he freaked out, and went
a bit neurotic but, this neurosis helped his life, which reinforced it.

We don't know what Covenant's dreams were like but, I wouldn't be surprised
to find them similar, in some respects, to his experiences in the Land.

Sean Eric Fagan
sef@kithrup.COM

------------------------------

Date: 28 Sep 91 02:17:44 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Subject: Re: Re^2: Thomas Covenant

marty@hpcuhb.cup.hp.com (Marty Freitas) writes:
>I haven't read the 4-6th books.  I read the original series and decided
>not to let an author ruin something by tacking something else onto
>something that he had, in his mind, finished.

The second series was very different from the first three; you've done
yourself a disservice.

I felt things a bit contrived for the setup of the second series, but, once
started, I didn't think it ruined the first series, or changed the flow, or
anything.

All six books were very good; the second trilogy was merely good in a very
different way.

Sean Eric Fagan
sef@kithrup.COM

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 91 04:24:46 GMT
From: mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Michel Forget)
Subject: Re: THomas the leper

ead1162@rigel.tamu.edu (DILLARD, EDGAR ARCHER, III) writes:
> What a bleeding heart about Thomas, just because a person is afflicted
> with something doesn't mean that he has to be treated any different than
> anyone else. As a matter of fact most of the paraplegic and other
> "impaired" individuals I know consider it an insult to them if you do so.

Covenant did not want to be treated differently.  In this first chapter of
the first book he keeps saying (in his mind) that people should stop
treating him like he was made of glass or avoiding him like the plague.  Or
pressing their "charity" on him.  He doesn't want to be treated
differently, so I find it hard to see where your comment is coming from.  

Michel Forget
ersys!mforget@nro.cs.athabascau.ca
mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca

------------------------------

Date: 30 Sep 91 07:48:13 GMT
From: Kay.Shapero@f524.n102.z1.fidonet.org (Kay Shapero)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant

Derek LeLash wrote:
>Too often we read stories where a real person turns out to be
>super-powerful in the fantasy world, and picks up that responsibility with
>no difficulty or ambivalence.

There's a short story that turned up in Analog long ago, the title of which
I forget, in which a fellow is allowed to go to the fantasy world he
"really" belongs in, and discovers that his true position in life is that
of the guy who sweeps out the stables...

>In any case, I rather enjoyed reading about an anti-hero; better 

My big problem with Thomas Covenant was not so much that he was an
anti-hero so much as that he was a consummate kvetch.  Yes, he had a lot to
be upset about, but he _whined_ so.  I never even got so far as to when
he'd made it to The Land, I was so turned off.

Kay Shapero
Kay.Shapero@f524.n102.z1.fidonet.org

------------------------------

Date: 29 Sep 91 05:02:24 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant: What would _you_ have done?

iho@cac.washington.edu (Il Hwan Oh) writes:
>I think that Donaldson said essentially the same thing.  Remember that he
>said the spread of the disease could be arrested, but the dead nerves
>couldn't be regenerated.

He implied (or I inferred) that Covenant wasn't cured.  I go for "implied"
because Covenant kept having a recurrance of the disease - and this is not
bloody likely once it's cured!

Also, the doctors involved would have told him, his wife, and their son
(assuming he was old enough to talk at the time) what the odds of catching
it from Thomas were, as well as gone through a whole battery of tests to
make sure none of the other family members had it, and would have told them
that he was cured after six months (yep, the cure takes about six months,
if I remember correctly).

Did all of this make for a better story?  Yep.  The story could not have
happened without it.  But it was such a major nit, and such an important
one!

Sean Eric Fagan
sef@kithrup.COM

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 91 00:55:59 GMT
From: aw1s+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew David Weiland)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant

derek@netcom.COM (Derek LeLash) writes:
>Just to throw in my own two cents, I found that Covenant's actions and
>attitudes (and thus much of the impetus of the first book, until the
>Land's characters were established) were framed by Donaldson as a more
>realistic reaction of someone from "this Earth" who is placed into a
>fantasy setting.

People who love the Covenant series for this, and those who hate it for the
same reason, are probably missing the point.  Thomas Covenant is not
everyman; he's a leper.  But he's also something more than that.

The arrival of Thomas Covenant can be viewed as a compromise between the
Creator and Lord Foul; or between God and Satan, if you prefer.  The
Creator needs an outsider's power to save The Land.  Lord Foul wants that
same power so he can escape The Land and ravage other universes (if Lord
Foul summons no one The Land will eventually fall to him).  Both of them
play a role in summoning the individual.

The Creator wants someone who possesses the capacity for heroism.  Lord
Foul will take a hero, if he is unable to use those heroic qualities.
Thomas Covenant is perhaps a compromise.  TC possesses self-sacrifice,
compassion, and plenty of self discipline because his life does depend on
it.  But he is unable to accept that something good can happen to him,
because rationally it shouldn't.  And for the same reason he is unable to
accept the fact that he is able to do good.

I think that in the first book and second book he learns to deal with the
reality (and lack thereof) of The Land.  This is symbolized by his changing
relationship with Lena and Elena.  And as he learns to accept the Land, he
learns that he can act within it.  But the turning point is when he manages
to be a hero in the "real" world, and save a young girl's life.  Without
this act, he could never believe that he could save The Land.

Thomas Covenant is, IM-not-so-humble-O, a hero.  The fact that his
struggles are not those of the classical hero, but those of an alienated
modern man, in no way lessen his heroism.

All of this only applies to the first series, of course.  I never read the
second series (though I will someday), so I can't comment on it.

Andrew D. M. U. Weiland
aw1s@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 91 05:52:55 GMT
From: hunt@vrooms.ozy.dec.com (Peter Hunt)
Subject: Re: "The Gap (etc)" (Was Re: Mordant's Need -- Stephen R. Donaldson)

grohol@novavax.UUCP (John Grohol) writes:
> The news series by Donaldson is 'The Gap' series and will have at least
> three books, 2 of which are already out in hardcover. (No paperback yet.)

The Gap series will be five books long. Two are out in hardback, and the
first is out in paperback. I've read them both, and think they are
excellent, although not quite top-notch for Donaldson.

If you need to be able to like or identify with the characters of a book in
order to enjoy it, I recommend you steer clear of this series.

The characters in these books are not happy people; they all have some
deep-rooted psychological problem or other, usually due to a tormented
past. This seems to be a common trait of Donaldson's characters. One of the
characters, Angus Thermopyle (pronounced ther-MOP-oh-lee) is completely
amoral, and thoroughly dislikable.

The first book (The Gap into Conflict : The Real Story) is very short (no
more than a novella, really), and includes an Author's note, which explains
the origins of the story, and the decision to create the series. If you
read the first book, I recommend you also read this Author's Note, since it
explains what Donaldson was trying to achieve by this novella. The
characterisation in the first book is excellent, and I found it
unputdownable.

The second book (The Gap into Vision : Forbidden Knowledge) is considerably
longer; a full-length novel. The Author's Note in The Real Story promises
good things to come; this book delivers it. The setting is sci-fi, but
that's really all that's sci-fi - the setting. The story is about the
changing relationships between the characters. There's a fair bit of
power-play, lust, greed and violence, but this book is in no way pulpy or
sensationalist, just very powerful. Not for the faint-hearted, though.

The third book will be called "The Gap into Power : A Dark and Hungry God
Arises". I haven't heard when this will be out, but probably not 'til mid
1992.

> I think they aren't selling too well because I saw an offer in the local
> bookstore the other day where they would sell you the first book in the
> series for like $6.00 (hardcover) if you bought the second one now...

Yes, I've seen similar offers (buy FK, get TRS free, etc.) I think
publishing the novella in a separate volume might have been a bit of a
marketing mistake. From a literary point-of-view, it should really stand
separately, but from a practical viewpoint, I think people felt ripped off
having to pay Hardback prices for a 100-page story in large type. I left
off buying the first book until the second came out, and read them about a
month apart.

> Donaldson has spoken to me about a third trilogy to the Covenant series,
> but has put it off indefinitely.

How long ago did he say this? I think it would be very good, but I think
I'd like him to keep moving to new ideas.

Peter

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 91 14:08:14 GMT
From: firth@sei.cmu.edu (Robert Firth)
Subject: Re: Thomas Covenant

lim@toffee.cns.udel.edu (Julie Lim) writes:
>Gee. I guess that some people like learning new vocab and others regard it
>as a royal pain. I do agree that Donaldson was a bit...  overenthusiastic
>about flexing his diction at times, but there were also cases in which his
>use of weird words served a purpose. For example, the color words "sable
>incarnadine viridian" were repeated several times, ...

Yes, but the problem is not that Donaldson uses these recondite words; it's
that he misuses them.  Take the examples you cite.  Viridian, or Verona
green, is a colour, but the word would be in character only if a painter
used it, and she would use it more for the connotation of a specific
intensity of colour.  Sable isn't a colour, it's a fur; using it to mean
"black" is an affectation from heraldry, and a pretty silly one, because
sables are brown.  Incarnadine not only isn't a colour, it isn't even a
noun, and how anyone can have read Macbeth and forgotten that quite escapes
me.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Oct 91 16:48:36 GMT
From: lojbab@grebyn.com (Logical Language Group)
Subject: Color words (was Thomas Covenant)

firth@sei.cmu.edu (Robert Firth) writes:
> lim@toffee.cns.udel.edu (Julie Lim) writes:
>>Gee. I guess that some people like learning new vocab and others regard
>>it as a royal pain. I do agree that Donaldson was a bit...
>>overenthusiastic about flexing his diction at times, but there were also
>>cases in which his use of weird words served a purpose. For example, the
>>color words "sable incarnadine viridian" were repeated several times, ...
>
>Yes, but the problem is not that Donaldson uses these recondite words;
>it's that he misuses them.  Take the examples you cite.  Viridian, or
>Verona green, is a colour, but the word would be in character only if a
>painter used it, and she would use it more for the connotation of a
>specific intensity of colour.  Sable isn't a colour, it's a fur; using it
>to mean "black" is an affectation from heraldry, and a pretty silly one,
>because sables are brown.  Incarnadine not only isn't a colour, it isn't
>even a noun, and how anyone can have read Macbeth and forgotten that quite
>escapes me.

I checked my Webster's and got a totally different result for these words
than you claim.  "Sable" is indeed a fur, but has also been a color - black
or dark brown - for centuries, and is indeed the standard heraldic term for
'black'.  It apparently is rarely used for black mourning clothes, as well.
Affectation, maybe, but most fantasy is in a medieval environment and
references to heraldry are not out of order.

Incarnadine has two definitions listed, both colors: flesh-colored or
blood-colored, and is listed as both noun and adjective, though as a noun
only with the blood-color meaning.  However, most English adjectives can be
used as nouns when needed "I'll pick the brown" as short for "the brown
one(s)".  So why can't all three color words be considered nouns.  I have
no recollection of your Macbeth reference, being 20 years out of high
school.

Viridian is listed as a chromium pigment, blue-green, directly derived from
the Latin word for green 'viridis'.  There is no mention of Verona in the
definition.  As English is historically wont to turn Latin words into
adjectives by using 'ian', this is a perfectly valid Latinate-derivative
color-adjective, even if it wasn't in the dictionary.

Bob LeChevalier
lojbab@grebyn.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 91 14:21:00 GMT
From: HEROY%LSUVM@ricevm1.rice.edu (Paul Heroy)
Subject: New printings of slightly old books

I ran across a couple of books this week for which I'd been keeping an eye
open but hadn't seen. I don't think either of these was easily available in
PB over the last few years, and both have received very positive remarks
from readers. (I've read neither, merely inserted them relatively high in
my to-read stack, which is dauntingly high these days.)

The first is Consider Phlebas, by Iain M. Banks. Published in 1987 in the
UK. Apparently, Mr. Banks is starting to make a name for himself in both
the mainstream and SF communities. Someone from the UK plugged it a couple
of years ago in SFLOVERS, and it certainly has its share of 'raves' from
reviewers on the cover. It's set in the Culture universe, which appears to
be quite complex and diverse, and also apparently will be the setting for
more books. Publisher is Bantam Spectra.

The second book is Song of Kali, by Dan Simmons. This won the World Fantasy
Award in 1986. I've been surprised that an award-winning novel by a very
hot author hasn't been available in a mass market edition for a few years.
Don't remember the publisher, though this should be much easier to find
then the Banks book.

Paul Heroy
heroy@lsuvm.sncc.lsu.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 12 Oct 91 05:00:44 GMT
From: ozrout!grenade@sobmipd.sobeco.com (Kate McDonnell)
Subject: Re: Iain Banks

Iain Banks has written two more whopping books set in the Culture
continuum, although it's not a series in the sense that none of the
characters is continuous.

"Player of Games" was second, and in my opinion the best. Jernau Gurgeh is
a game-player who is deviously recruited to deal with a brutal empire that
the Culture has discovered just beyond its borders. Like his first SF
novel, no character is a bigtime Hero, but the pace is wicked, the detail
amazing with the weird twist that Banks has a touch for.

"Use of Weapons" was third, and (sadly) the weakest. Banks is trying some
tricky narrative techniques here that don't really come off, and the hero
is not nearly as wild and crazy as character as either Horza, from
"Phlebas" or Gurgeh from "Player of Games".

There's also a collection of his shorter SF pieces called (I think) "State
of Play" - still only in hardcover.

What's interesting about Banks is that he also writes "straight" fiction,
as Iain Banks (SF as Iain M. Banks). His first novel, "The Wasp Factory",
is sick, twisted and wonderful. Others have varied - but "Walking on Glass"
and "The Bridge" are not bad, and verge on the SF/fantasy genre.

Whenever friends go to England I always ask them to check for me if any new
Banks is out. He's definitely a writer to watch - if someone can write SF
like this in his spare time, he might someday really do something truly
outrageous.

Kate
grenade@ozrout.uucp

------------------------------

Date: 14 Oct 91 09:00:22 GMT
From: eesshlgb@gdr.bath.ac.uk (S H L G Bisson)
Subject: Re: Iain M Banks

The only reason Iain Banks has been so prolific in recent years is that
he's digging out old works, revising them, and then letting his name do the
work.

This is most visible in the `third' Culture novel, `The Use of Weapons',
which in fact was the first written. This is not to say that it is a bad
book, but it is far weaker than `Consider Phlebas' and `The Player of
Games'.

The main problem is the structure, which attempts to recap that of `The
Dispossesed', the end foreshadowed by the begining (or vice versa!). This
remains from the early drafts, the main changes for the 1990 publication
being the final chapter and the framing device of the poetry.

A fourth culture novel is being written at present.

In a similar vein to `Consider Phlebas' is Colin Greenland's `Take Back
Plenty' which won the last Arthur C. Clarke award. A highly recommended
book, well worth reading... and one that wasn't lost in the Grafton
takeover of Unwin Hyman earlier this year, a publishing merger that saw two
of the best British SF lists merge, producing something far inferior. The
only benefit of which was that the Unwin editor went to Grafton, and as a
result `New Worlds' has been revived as an original anthology series (an SF
`Granta' no less!).

Simon H Le G Bisson

------------------------------

Date: Mon, 14 Oct 91 18:37:06 mez
From: ib09@rz.uni-karlsruhe.de
Subject: Re: Iain M Banks

eesshlgb@gdr.bath.ac.uk (S H L G Bisson) said:
>The only reason Iain Banks has been so prolific in recent years is that
>he's digging out old works, revising them, and then letting his name do
>the work.
>
>This is most visible in the `third' Culture novel, `The Use of Weapons',
>which in fact was the first written. This is not to say that it is a bad
>book, but it is far weaker than `Consider Phlebas' and `The Player of
>Games'.

Interesting point about "Use Of Weapons" (UOW), that it was the first
written.  Personally, though, I liked UOW a lot more than I liked "Player
Of Games" (POG).  Banks has an irritating characteristic to let the
Culture's enemies have all sort of disgusting personal habits, and he let
that run rampant in POG.  One of the best points about "Consider Phlebas"
(CP) was that I was were never sure whether the side the hero (well, the
main character, anyway) was supposed to be on the 'good' side or not.
Getting indoctrinated with the literary equivalent of a sledgehammer, which
Banks tried in POG, is not really very interesting for the reader.  Anyway,
I never really saw the point in the game of Azad.

>The main problem is the structure, which attempts to recap that of `The
>Dispossesed', the end foreshadowed by the begining (or vice versa!). This
>remains from the early drafts, the main changes for the 1990 publication
>being the final chapter and the framing device of the poetry.

Well, the structure in UOW is certainly a major obstacle to understanding
the novel, at least for me :-).  I don't know about 'The Disposessed',
never having made it through that novel in two attempts, but I think UOW's
structure is adequate for the task presented; we're getting the episodes
out of the hero's (see above) past approximately as he would get them.  I
found it suitable for the task.

>A fourth culture novel is being written at present.

Like to hear it, hope it won't be as expensive as the last ones, but that's
a lost hope, I fear...

Thomas Koenig
ib09@rz.uni-karlsruhe.de, ui0t@dkauni2.bitnet, 
ui0t@ibm3090.rz.uni-karlsruhe.dbp.de

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 91 20:34:46 GMT
From: speterse@peruvian.utah.edu (soren--Ms. Jackson if you're nasty)
Subject: Re: Banks

cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin) writes:
>I haven't read his _Player of Games_, set in the same universe.  Can
>anyone comment on it?

I liked it better than *Consider Phlebas*.  More tightly focused, more
carefully plotted, it has a slightly less understated theme.  It's also
very well written, and full of the gleeful perversity that make his
mainstream writing so entertaining.

Anyone who likes his SF novels would probably like his mainstream novels
too.  *The Bridge*, *The Wasp Factory*, and *Walking on Glass* are so weird
that they might as well be SF.

Soren F Petersen
speterse@peruvian.utah.edu

------------------------------

Date: Wed, 16 Oct 91 14:49:30 GMT
From: Sandlin <msandlin@email.ncsc.navy.mil>
Subject: Mick Farren

This information was in discussions some months back which I stupidly
deleted and now need. I need information on DNA Cowboys stories that
precede The Last Stand of the DNA Cowboys and the Phaid(?) the Gambler
series. I am looking for the approximate publication dates and the
publisher, if known.

Mike Sandlin
msandlin@email.ncsc.navy.mil

------------------------------

Date:         Tue, 15 Oct 91  13:04:58 MST
From: "R. Pearce-Moses" <IACRPM@asuacad.bitnet>
Subject:      The Difference Engine / Wm. Gibson

It's been a good while since I read _The Difference Engine_, and I still
want to read the English edition so that I can see what changes were made.
(Not that it promises to be better: considering that most people think the
book needed a lot of work and it evidently did get some editing while
crossing the Atlantic, the English version may be worse!)

David Heck queries, "What did you find unsatisfying about the book? Is
there something you expected the book to be that it is not?" My answer is
that the whole thing seems lumpy, like bad gravy. Some parts are meaty, but
there's a lot of runny stuff between. Gibson's earlier works are very tight
and unified.  I confess, I read SF for the ideas rather than their writing,
but I can am impressed by good writing and distracted by bad writing.

Ultimately it may be that "clacking" holds no interest to me. Cyberpunk's
vision of the future, and generally all works that develop the notion of
cyberspace, are particularly interesting to me because it suggests
directions we may be going. I'm not sure I'm interested in the past. It
might have worked better if _TDE_ had begun with the Victorian era and
clacking (which is a pretty fascinating conceit), and then extended it into
the 21st century.

Richard Pearce-Moses
Curator of Photographs
Arizona State University
Tempe, Arizona 85287-1006
(602) 965-9276

------------------------------

Date: 	Tue, 15 Oct 1991 15:06:37 -0700
From: Sarah_M._Elkins.Wbst139@xerox.com
Subject: Re: The Difference Engine
Cc: gtaylor@vme.heurikon.com, duke@pyuxv.cc.bellcore.com,
    O1DSH%AKRONVM@vm1.cc.uakron.edu, erich@lighthouse.caltech.edu

I am glad I read *The Difference Engine*.  Yes, there are some slow parts,
and I might have edited it differently.  I agree with Duke Robillard that
"for the life of me, I can't figure out what the computer program they were
smuggling around was supposed to do".

In a long-ago (March) previous mailnote, Gregory Taylor compared *TDE* to
John Fowles' *The French Lieutenant's Woman*.  I think there are definite
similarities.  Both are books which are not easy reads (!), perhaps not of
general appeal to the public, and yet have images which remain, for good or
ill, long after reading the book, and can provoke thought in a way which
mainstream lit has a hard time doing.  Both involved characters whose
actions and interpretations of events depended on their false perceptions
of others and the world around them.  I was aware of the flaws (from MY
world perception) in their thinking, and yet as I submerged in it I could
somewhat understand them.  I have seen requests for books dealing with
alien cultures from time to time, and I'd recommend these books to those
requestors.

However, I would warn that there are some repugnant graphic sex scenes in
both.  Now, I don't think they were gratuitous, I think the portrayals of
these people would have been "off" a little without showing their dirty
little secrets, but it's definitely not a turn-on to read about these men
with their prostitutes.  Also, unfortunately, at times *TDE* does seem to
say "How clever I am" at the sticking-in of different people, inventions,
etc. (which is not a flaw of *TFLW*).  On the whole, though, I thought they
were good.  But not must-reads.

Sarah
elkins.wbst139@xerox.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 91 19:49:42 GMT
From: parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu
Subject: Re: Unfinished Series - Jamethiel

levine@symcom (Lenore Levine) writes:
> Does anyone know what happened to:
> 
> 3) The stories about Jamethiel, by Hodgell?

   The third book was interupted by a 400 page PhD thesis on the sources of
_Ivanhoe_.  It is now 85% complete ( as of her reading at Chicon ) and she
is looking for a publisher.  Atheneum decided that her work was no longer
appropriate to their line ( they want to stay toward the children's end of
things ).
   What she read of the opening three chapters at Chicon was quite good and
I'm really looking forward to its completion and publishing.

Gregg Parmentier
parmentier@iowasp.physics.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 91 01:22:23 GMT
From: chris@morningstar.com (Chris Miller)
Subject: RE: Melanie Rawn

I would have to agree with the opinion that Rawn's books could stand to be
trimmed down a bit ( heck, more than a bit...)

As for character development, I noticed that although it never excelled, it
_did_ get better towards the end of the series, as if Miss Rawn was at
first somewhat lacking in experience and then got the hang of making her
characters lifelike.  Who knows - her next series may be better yet if this
(imaginary?)  trend continues.

Chris Miller

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 91 19:41:02 GMT
From: FisKer@cup.portal.com (Scott M Martin)
Subject: Re: Unfinished Series

Anyone else read "The Shattered World" and "The Burning Realm" by Michael
Reeves?  He also wrote "Dragonworld".  These were two great books, quick to
read, but ended with the hint of a third book to tie things up.  Alas, it
has been years since "Realm" came out, and I wondered if anyone has any
info on this author and his works.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 91 22:30:16 GMT
From: pics_ltd@jondalar.cc.rochester.edu (Captain Picard)
Subject: Guardians of the Flame

Does anyone know whether Joel Rosenberg is going to finish off his
Guardians of the Flame series?  He kind of left it open because Deighton's
sword is still waiting for Jason.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 91 23:13:20 GMT
From: msr@casbah.acns.nwu.edu (Michael Rosenberg)
Subject: Re: Guardians of the Flame

   I think you can safely assume that he is planning on continuing this
series.  Even ignoring the fact that the sword is still out there waiting
for Jason, his newest arch-villain, Laeherte (sp?) is still at large and
now has a score to settle with Jason and co.

Mike Rosenberg
msr@casbah.acns.nwu.edu
jth@isp.nwu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Oct 91 23:31:48 GMT
From: fscem1@acad3.alaska.edu
Subject: Re: Guardians of the Flame

The next Guardians of the Flame book is due out, according to Joel
Rosenberg, in December. (in hardback) It's called "The Road to El...
um...E-something.  I can't remember right now.  Anyway, I kid you not.  He
told me this last April or thereabouts.

Cheers.

Catie

------------------------------

Date: 14 Oct 91 03:24:50 GMT
From: gt9409a@prism.gatech.edu (Roy Mongiovi)
Subject: Michael Stackpole

Has anyone read Michael Stackpoles books based on the Battletech series?
If so, What did you think of them?  

Anthony E Voudy
Georgia Institute of Technology
Atlanta Georgia, 30332
uucp:  ...!{decvax,hplabs,ncar,purdue,rutgers}!gatech!prism!gt9409a
Internet: gt9409a@prism.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 91 03:10:54 GMT
From: fsjdw3@acad3.alaska.edu
Subject: RE: Stasheff

The next book from the Warlock series is The Warlock Rock. I felt it wasn't
up to par with the rest of the series, BUT, it was a good book in and of
itself.  It has a lot of puns, which make it a fun and a thoroughly tooth
grinding book. Have fun.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 91 03:59:39 GMT
From: garyg@netcom.com (Gary Greene)
Subject: Re: Stasheff

fsjdw3@acad3.alaska.edu writes:
>The next book from the Warlock series is The Warlock Rock. I felt it
>wasn't up to par with the rest of the series, BUT, it was a good book in
>and of itself.  It has a lot of puns, which make it a fun and a thoroughly
>tooth grinding book. Have fun.

Actually Chris Stasheff has two new books out in the series of more recent
vintage than Warlock Rock.  The titles escape me at the moment (I haven't
bought them).  The first is a hard back prequel set in the period before
Gramarye is colonized.  The second is a paperback titled something like The
Warlock and his Son or Warlocks Son or some such.  The first involves an
acting company which takes the show on the road before they can be shut
down by the censors.  The second I haven't looked at other than the cover
leads me to believe that Rod's eldest is getting serious about girls.

I agree with your evaluation of Warlock Rock as not being up to the rest of
the series.  But then the only two I thought genuinely good were "The
Warlock In Spite of Himself" and "Escape Velocity".  Several of the others
were fun but not terribly original.

Cheers.

Gary Greene
Unisys/Convergent Technology			
San Jose, California
garyg@convergent.com
garyg@netcom.com  (at home)

------------------------------

Date: 14 Oct 91 05:43:07 GMT
From: iborchar@physics.adelaide.edu.au (Ian Borchardt)
Subject: Re: Stasheff

fsjdw3@acad3.alaska.edu writes:
> The next book from the Warlock series is The Warlock Rock. I felt it
> wasn't up to par with the rest of the series, BUT, it was a good book in
> and of itself.  It has a lot of puns, which make it a fun and a
> thoroughly tooth grinding book. have fun.

_Warlock_and_Son_ is out in paperback.  Again, IMHO, it was not as good as
the best books in the series, but it does set up for _A_Wizard_in_Bedlam_.
Does anyone know if Stasheff plans to rewrite _A_Wizard_in_Bedlam_ like he
rewrote _King_Kobold_?  IMHO read only if you are a Warlock fanatic.  Like
myself :-).

Ian Borchardt
Medical Physicist               
University of Adelaide/Royal Adelaide Hospital
iborchar@physics.adelaide.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 14 Oct 91 14:17:27 GMT
From: craigb@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Subject: _Lunar Descent_ by Allen Steele

Picked up _Lunar Descent_ and it's really good, probably the best of his
books. I know there's some people on the net who pick his books apart
looking for technical errors, but as someone who enjoys good, full-bodied
characterization and likeable characters, I can't get enough of his stuff.
The book has *lots* of obscure references (the one I liked the most was to
Robbins' _Another Roadside Attraction_), some I caught, many of which
probably went sailing right past...

Unfortunately, I couldn't stick around to get his autograph...would have
been fun to get copies of _Orbital Decay_, _Clarke County, Space_, and
_Lunar Decay_ inscribed with "To my #1 fan, D. Andrew Clayton" :-)

Craig Becker
Object Technology Products
craigb@ot.austin.ibm.com 
craigb@woofer.ibm.com

------------------------------
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Date: 12 Oct 91 00:01:10 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

sef@kithrup.COM (Sean Eric Fagan):
>Remember that sorcery *stops* working at the end of BP.  Want to explain
>that if BP takes place after the Interregnum?

You've misinterpreted.  Just one man's sorcery fails.  Remember, the
Interregnum preceeds Cawti's birth by a couple of centuries.  That would be
one long pregnancy (assuming that Brust is right about Cawti being the baby
- - and why shouldn't we assume that).

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 91 00:29:22 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

SPOILERS below.

flee@cs.psu.edu (Felix Lee) writes:
>This sounds more like a sorcerous block, rather than the disappearance of
>the Orb.  During the Interregnum, there would be no source at all.

Gosh.  I have just gone through all of the books that take place on
Dragaera (_Jhereg_, _Teckla_, _Yendi_, _Taltos_, _Phoenix_, _Brokedown
Palace_, and _The Phoenix Guards_), and I can find *no* reference to what
the Interregnum was like, only that sorcery was not possible.

At the end of BP, sorcery is not possible.  The only person we follow who
tries to accomplish sorcery says it's as if something big and powerful is
standing between it.

During the Interregnum, we know that the Orb was in the Halls of the Dead,
or at least with the Lords of Judgement (the gods), as that is where Zerika
had to go to retrieve it.  We also know that sorcery is not possible in the
Halls of the dead; we also have some evidence that sorcery is not possible
in other planes (Sethra LaVode placed the Sethra the Younger into another
plane, with food and water; if StY could use sorcery to escape, I would
assume she would [yes, this *could* be a mistaken assumption, but we have
no evidence either way]).

Now, we have two ways to stop sorcery: take the Orb to the Halls of
Judgement (or just another plane), or live on an island of Gold Phoenix
stone.  It's possible, of course, that a mountain of GP stone could cut off
sorcery, but then how would said mountain have suddenly placed itself
between the Empire and the Easterners?

So, the simplest explanation would be that BP ends just as the Interregnum
begins.  Any other explanation would require another act on the part of the
Dragaerans or another Interregnum; the latter is pretty unlikely, the
former is possible, of course, but has not been shown.

Sean Eric Fagan
sef@kithrup.COM

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 91 00:37:39 GMT
From: flee@cs.psu.edu (Felix Lee)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

I wrote:
>Perhaps the Dragaeran day is 5/4 as long as ours, making it 30 or more
>hours long.

Well, no.  In Phoenix, Vlad talks of 12 miles as half a day's walk.  This
is about right for Earth-days, Earth-miles, and Earth-humans.

Anyway.  Here's a start of a chronology.

What year is it?

In Jhereg, it says "243 years since the end of the Interregnum".

In Phoenix, the prologue says "the month of the Athyra in 234 PI, and the
month of the Phoenix in 235."  PI probably stands for Post Interregnum.

But in chapter 11 it says "the Year of the Dzur, during the Phase of the
Yendi in the Reign of the Phoenix, Cycle of the Phoenix, Great Cycle of the
Dragon, which is why most of us say the year 244 after the Interregnum."

Assuming the order of the houses listed in Jhereg is correct, year Dzur in
phase Yendi means year 6 in phase 13.  Assuming each phase is 17 years,
this means year 210 (= 6 + 12 * 17).

The best answer seems to be, it's really phase 15 (Teckla), which makes it
year 6 + 14 * 17 = 244.  The prologue to Phoenix is wrong.

Now, in The Phoenix Guards, Paarfi writes in the 309th year of the reign of
Zerika the Fourth, also called 2/1/2/3.  This notation seems to be
great-cycle/cycle/phase/year.  But there's a number or two missing in
there.  2/1/2/3 might mean year 20, 309, 598, etc. after the Interregnum.

There needs to be a term for 17**2 years, and there needs to be a notation
for which House is regnant.  2/1/1/2/2/3, meaning
great-cycle/cycle/house/phase2/phase/year, is better, but clumsy.

Now, in Phoenix, Verra says the Interregnum lasted 497 years.  But in
Jhereg, Aliera says "It was close to two hundred years before Zerika turned
up with the orb", and Vlad says, "One day, over four hundred years ago now,
sorcery stopped working."

I can't yet think of any other support for either a 200 or 500 year
Interregnum.  Maybe after I dig up copies of Yendi and Teckla..

Felix Lee
flee@cs.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 91 00:28:46 GMT
From: mss2@quads.uchicago.edu (Michael S. Schiffer)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

dmm0t@holmes.acc.Virginia.EDU (Dave Meyer) writes:
>Based on what we've seen of Great Weapons, Spellbreaker isn't one.  All of
>the GW's so far have been Morganti blades.  Spellbreaker isn't a bladed
>weapon, and is definitely not Morganti.  Remember, Morganti weapons have a
>"feel" to them, so they can be easily identified.  Certainly, Vlad wold
>have noticed at some point that his chain could destroy people's souls.

They may not be completely distinct, however.  In _Phoenix_, we learned
of the existence of black phoenix stone, which blocks psionic contact,
and gold phoenix stone, which blocks sorcery.  Now the black Morganti
blades destroy the soul of their victim.  If in Brust's setup the mind
and the soul are basically the same (possible, though not certain),
it seems likely that Morganti weapons are made through some arcane
Serioli process from black phoenix stone.  Similarly, I would bet large
sums that the golden material from which Spellbreaker is made is gold
phoenix stone.  Both Morganti weapons (particularly Great Weapons) and
Spellbreaker exhibit some sort of life and a vague level of at least
animal-level sentience.  While Spellbreaker is not a Great Weapon, it
remains possible that its origin is somehow tied to Morganti items
in general and the Great Weapons in particular.

Michael S. Schiffer, LHN
aq578@cleveland.freenet.edu
mike.schiffer@ub.cc.umich.edu
mss2@usite-next.uchicago.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 91 01:00:20 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

sef@kithrup.COM (Sean Eric Fagan) writes:
>SPOILERS below.
>I can find *no* reference to what the Interregnum was like, only that
>sorcery was not possible.
>
>At the end of BP, sorcery is not possible.  The only person we follow who
>tries to accomplish sorcery says it's as if something big and powerful is
>standing between it.

Let me ammend that first statement.  It is implied in _Phoenix_ that
sorcery *is* possible during the Interregnum; more, Sethra and Morrolan, if
nobody else, should be able to use pre-Empire sorcery (the direct
manipulation of chaos, that is).

In _Phoenix_, Verra says that the techniques developed during the
Interregnum made sorcery much easier during the current time; that implies
that sorcery was possible, albeit difficult to near-impossible to most.
That would be consistent with a feeling of "somthing big and powerful"
standing in the way.

Sean Eric Fagan
sef@kithrup.COM

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 91 01:14:29 GMT
From: flee@cs.psu.edu (Felix Lee)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

Sean Eric Fagan wrote:
>At the end of BP, sorcery is not possible.  The only person we follow who
>tries to accomplish sorcery says it's as if something big and powerful is
>standing between it.

This is extrapolating from one data point.  Sorcerous blocks do exist other
than something as drastic as losing the orb or a mountain of gold Phoenix
stone.  In Jhereg:
  By this time, she would be cognizant of several things - including the
chains that held her tied to the altar and the spells in the room which
kept her from using sorcery.

Is there some particular reason you want BP to be right at the start of the
Interregnum, other than lack of sorcery?

Felix Lee
flee@cs.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 91 02:18:32 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

flee@cs.psu.edu (Felix Lee) writes:
>Is there some particular reason you want BP to be right at the start of
>the Interregnum, other than lack of sorcery?

Is there some particular reason you want to believe that someone was
capable of throwing a sorcerous block over the entire Easterner's side of
the country?

In addition, there is timing: Fenarrio has been around for centuries
(although not necessarily millenia).  Fenarrio is founded by, of course,
Fenar.  Khav speaks with Criofenar; this is also described in _The Phoenix
Guards_, which takes place centuries (although not millenia) before the
Interregnum.

Sean Eric Fagan
sef@kithrup.COM

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 91 03:02:35 GMT
From: msmith@meson.tricity.wsu.edu (Mark Smith)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

sef@kithrup.COM (Sean Eric Fagan) writes:
>SPOILERS below.
>flee@cs.psu.edu (Felix Lee) writes:
>>This sounds more like a sorcerous block, rather than the disappearance of
>>the Orb.  During the Interregnum, there would be no source at all.
>
>Gosh.  I have just gone through all of the books that take place on
>Dragaera (_Jhereg_, _Teckla_, _Yendi_, _Taltos_, _Phoenix_, _Brokedown
>Palace_, and _The Phoenix Guards_), and I can find *no* reference to what
>the Interregnum was like, only that sorcery was not possible.
>
>At the end of BP, sorcery is not possible.  The only person we follow who
>tries to accomplish sorcery says it's as if something big and powerful is
>standing between it.
[deleted]
>So, the simplest explanation would be that BP ends just as the Interregnum
>begins.  Any other explanation would require another act on the part of
>the Dragaerans or another Interregnum; the latter is pretty unlikely, the
>former is possible, of course, but has not been shown.

One thing you seem to have forgotten or never noticed: the river that runs
by the palace in BP is almost alive and might even be sentient.  In any
case it seens to block sorcery as seen when a dragon shows up in the middle
of the book.  Sorry I can't be more specific, my copy is in a box under a
stack of boxes all loaded with books.

------------------------------

Date: 12 Oct 91 05:44:42 GMT
From: bleys@tronsbox.xei.com (Bill Cavanaugh)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

svissag@hubcap.clemson.edu (Steve L Vissage II) writes:
>It was explicitly stated in one of the books that Spellbreaker is NOT one
>of the 17 Great Weapons.  Vlad asked someone who should know, Morollan, I
>think, but possibly Sethra or Aliera.

And, of course, we still don't know what Spellbreaker is really for.  The
nullification of spells might be, and probably is, a by-product of its real
purpose.  Practically speaking, an anti-spell shield would be more likely
to be shaped like other shields: thin, with as much surface area as
possible within weight and structural integrity restraints.  A chain that
you twirl to simulate surface area isn't a terrific design...

Bill Cavanaugh
bleys@tronsbox.xei.com

------------------------------

From: flee@cs.psu.edu (Felix Lee)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera
Date: 13 Oct 91 00:28:01 GMT

Here's a thought.  I've just remembered that Brigitta is a half-breed, so
Cawti may reasonably be supposed to live for a long time.  I can't remember
what we're told of Cawti's age and past, and I don't have a copy of Yendi
handy.  Is it plausible she's lived through the Interregnum?

Ignore Cawti a moment.  Here's a timing argument, unfortunately not
definitive.

TPG takes place "about a thousand years" before 309 PI, which is anywhere
from 200 to 1200 years before the end of the Interregnum.  The Interregnum
lasted either 500 or 200 years.  200 years as told in Jhereg is less likely
than the definite 497 years given by Verra in Phoenix.  So TPG is somewhere
between 1 and 700 years (maybe 1000 years) before the Interregnum.
Somewhere it mentions Aliera and Morrolan are both under 500 years old, and
assuming Aliera doesn't age weirdly during her hiatus, TPG is no more than
500 years before the Interregnum.  If you take the prescription "about a
thousand years" exactly, then TPG is about 200 years before the
Interregnum.

Ok.  Assume that Crionofenarr in TPG is Fenarr, the founder of Fenario.  In
BP, it describes the palace:
  It had stood for nearly a thousand years if you count the hut.  Nine
hundred and fifty years if you count the fort.  Seven hundred years if you
count the Old Palace.  Four hundred years by any way of counting, and that
is a long time.  And for all of that time, back to when it was merely the
hut where Fenarr had dwelt, the idol of the Demon Goddess had watched over
it.

This argument isn't definitive because it is possible to put TPG nearly a
thousand years before the Interregnum.  Centuries get tossed around rather
casually by Vlad.  I'm sure he's less accurate than he believes himself to
be.  

Felix Lee
flee@cs.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Oct 91 04:34:42 GMT
From: goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu (David Goldfarb)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

sef@kithrup.COM (Sean Eric Fagan) writes:
>flee@cs.psu.edu (Felix Lee) writes:
>>Is there some particular reason you want BP to be right at the start of
>>the Interregnum, other than lack of sorcery?
>
>Is there some particular reason you want to believe that someone was
>capable of throwing a sorcerous block over the entire Easterner's side of
>the country?

Is there some particular reason you want to believe that everyone in
Fenario was affected? The only thing we *know* is that Sandor tried to use
sorcery and failed. I've always thought of that as Bolk's doing (that
"large object" between Sandor and the Orb would then be the _taltos_
horse).  I could easily see Bolk wanting to dispose of Sandor along with
the old palace. Or perhaps Verra's death affected him, or some influence of
the new palace. How do you conclude that sorcery has stopped working for
everyone (even just everyone in the East) from the fact that it failed for
one man?

It strikes me, also, that having the start of the Interregnum occur *just*
at the (otherwise unrelated) climax of the book is asking a bit much of
coincidence.

David Goldfarb
goldfarb@ocf.berkeley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Oct 91 06:48:31 GMT
From: msmith@meson.tricity.wsu.edu (Mark Smith)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

bleys@tronsbox.xei.com (Bill Cavanaugh) writes:
>svissag@hubcap.clemson.edu (Steve L Vissage II) writes:
>>It was explicitly stated in one of the books that Spellbreaker is NOT one
>>of the 17 Great Weapons.  Vlad asked someone who should know, Morollan, I
>>think, but possibly Sethra or Aliera.
>
>And, of course, we still don't know what Spellbreaker is really for.  The
>nullification of spells might be, and probably is, a by-product of its
>real purpose.  Practically speaking, an anti-spell shield would be more
>likely to be shaped like other shields: thin, with as much surface area as
>possible within weight and structural integrity restraints.  A chain that
>you twirl to simulate surface area isn't a terrific design...

True, not a terrific design for a SHIELD but a rather nice one for a
weapon.  In a fight against a sword or knife let alone a magic sword or
knife I'd rather have a chain.  It can help in disarming a person, dulling
his blade or just plain distract him.  The only problem is it's not too
good against an M1A1 Abrams or an F-15E.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Oct 91 05:28:23 GMT
From: iborchar@physics.adelaide.edu.au (Ian Borchardt)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

Sean Eric Fagan writes:
> Second: what makes you think that is a common occurrence?  After the
> Interregnum, yes, teleportation is common (so common that some in the
> Empire are concerned it might replace more traditional forms of
> transportation), but that's only *after* the Interregnum.
>
> Sea travel is still in common use (Adrilankha is still a seaport!).

And in _Taltos_ it states that anybody who can't teleport isn't welcome at
an Athyra's tower, but there is still a door where the food, wine (and
assassins) are delivered.  Adrilankha is still a seaport, and wagons still
travel on roads, because bulk goods still need to be physically
transported.

Ian Borchardt
Medical Physicist               
University of Adelaide/Royal Adelaide Hospital
iborchar@physics.adelaide.edu.au
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Brust (6 msgs) & Eddings (7 msgs) &
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 13 Oct 91 13:48:20 GMT
From: tchrist@convex.com (Tom Christiansen)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

sef@kithrup.COM (Sean Eric Fagan) writes;
>Let me ammend that first statement.  It is implied in _Phoenix_ that
>sorcery *is* possible during the Interregnum; more, Sethra and Morrolan,
>if nobody else, should be able to use pre-Empire sorcery (the direct
>manipulation of chaos, that is).

First of all, I believe there are two different forms of this: there is
direct manipulation of raw chaos, something only the E'Kieron line can do,
and then there is something that's one step removed from this: normal
pre-Empire spells, which the Shamen of Kieron's time practiced.  I can't
cite chapter and verse, but I believe Aliera explains this distinction at
some point in either Jhereg or Phoenix.  The first kind is scary as hell;
the second is for some reason (danger?) banned by the Empress.

The most likely candidate for either kind of magic in either case has got
to be Aliera: not only is she an E'Kieron (granting her the first sort of
magic), but also she was a Shaman and Kieron's sister 200,000 years ago.
She's been remembering that life in regressions and studying the old
pre-Orb ways.

Can Morrolan do this?  I don't see why he should be able to manipulate
chaos directly, since he's E'Drien not E'Kieron.  He hasn't any previous
life experiences to draw on, as far as we know.  On the other hand, it was
a book on pre-Empire sorcery that was recovered by him in Jhereg, so
perhaps he's been reseaching the topic.  latter line is known to be chaos
weilders.  As far as we know, he doesn't

Vlad, being the reincarnation of Kieron's brother, might be able to pull
off something of the first sort in a pince.  He did so in Jhereg.  However,
he doesn't know what he's doing, so he's far more likely to make another
little sea of chaos than to do something useful.  Consider the scene in
Jhereg where Aliera has to bale him out.

Sethra isn't E'Kieron, so I don't think she could create chaos.  I sure
wouldn't bet my life on it though: she *IS* Sethra, and since she has the
advantage of having been around IN THE SAME BODY about 200,000 years ago
back before the Orb, she might well remember some of the old spells like
those Aliera uses in Phoenix.

Tom

------------------------------

Date: 13 Oct 91 17:51:12 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

bleys@tronsbox.xei.com (Bill Cavanaugh) writes:
>svissag@hubcap.clemson.edu (Steve L Vissage II) writes:
>>It was explicitly stated in one of the books that Spellbreaker is NOT one
>>of the 17 Great Weapons.  Vlad asked someone who should know, Morollan, I
>>think, but possibly Sethra or Aliera.
>
>And, of course, we still don't know what Spellbreaker is really for.  The
>nullification of spells might be, and probably is, a by-product of its
>real purpose.  Practically speaking, an anti-spell shield would be more
>likely to be shaped like other shields: thin, with as much surface area as
>possible within weight and structural integrity restraints.  A chain that
>you twirl to simulate surface area isn't a terrific design...

I don't know about that. Has Spellbreaker ever failed to get in the way of
an incoming hostile spell?  It's been a while since I read the books, so I
could be incorrect very easily, but perhaps it isn't necessary for a
spell-shield to look like a weapon shield, and a chain can used more
flexibly than a shield (It could snake over Vlad's shoulder to block a
'Incinerate Uppity Easterner/Jhereg hinie' spell, for example).

If form dictates use, perhaps it is meant to restrain something magical,
like a demon or a god. This raises the question of who it was supposed to
be restraining, and, since Spellbreaker is clearly *not* being used to
restrain someone/thing, what is the intended target doing these days?

James Nicoll

------------------------------

From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Date: 14 Oct 91 09:47:48 GMT
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll) writes:
>I don't know about that. Has Spellbreaker ever failed to get in the >way
of an incoming hostile spell?

In _Jhereg_, at the fight with Aliera, Vlad gets hit by a spell that was
(if I am remembering correctly) missed by Spellbreaker.

Sean Eric Fagan
sef@kithrup.COM

------------------------------

Date: 14 Oct 91 09:50:58 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Subject: Re: Brust's Dragaera

iborchar@adelphi.oz.au (Ian Borchardt) writes:
>IMHO Spellbreaker was not a Great Weapon.  

Agreed.  But it's not just a Gold Phoenix Stone chain!

>And yet in _Taltos_ Sethra suggests that Vlad name the chain, which he
>does, calling it Spellbreaker.

Explainable: Sethra tried to use sorcery to probe it, to look to see if
there was a malicious spell attached to it, and was unable to.  Her
surmise?  That the chain was more than it appeared to be; while there may
be only 17 Great Weapons, who knows what else the Serioli have done?  Maybe
there are Morganti weapons, Pretty-Awesome weapons, and Great Weapons 8-).

Sean Eric Fagan
sef@kithrup.COM

------------------------------

Date: Fri, 18 Oct 91 14:41:18 EDT
From: srb@mit.edu
Subject: Brust's Dragaera

First off, I haven't read TPG yet due to lack of time and the fact that my
favourite bookstore moved and is no longer on my route home from work, so
if I say anything that's contradicted in TPG, please bear with me.

In _Phoenix_ Verra says something to Vlad about how Kelly (?) or whomever
found ancient caches of knowledge that no longer really applied.  She was
discussing the revolutionary propaganda which many people complained did
not fit Brust's society in Teckla.  It seems that he's implying that
Dragaera was home to some other race pre-Jenoine.  It's also in _Phoenix_
that we find out that magic was so much weaker before the Interregnum.

Now, it can be argued that Human society didn't advance for 200,000 years
because of frequent invasions.  I suspect, however, that Brust started by
depicting a fantasy world based on Hungarian myth and is now trying to make
changes to the story.  If you read closely, there's plenty of
inconsistencies in the stories: Great weapons functioning without the Orb
(for which one can make a reasonable argument), Morrolan indicating that he
was capable of using sorcery before Zerika recovered the Orb, etc.  You
might also note that the length of the Interregnum and how long before
Vlad's life it took place change a few times.

I suspect that Brust started by writing a fun story, and only later
realized all the implications of the world he had set up.  Now, he's trying
to retrofit to explain things.  Not that any of that makes the stories any
the less enjoyable.

Steve

------------------------------

Date: Fri, 18 Oct 91 14:57:27 EDT
From: srb@mit.edu
Subject: Dragaera

The question of whether BP ends with the beginning of the Interregnum...

In Jhereg, Vlad comments that the cloud cover over the Empire is permanent.
When the Empire conquers an Eastern kingdom, the cloud advances.  The only
time the cloud was gone was during the Interregnum because the cloud cover
is caused by magical backwash of some sort.  In BP, there are references to
the "Hand of Faerie" and some comment to the effect that it disappeared
from the sky a couple hundred years prior to the book.

Steve

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 91 17:56:00 GMT
From: beckerdj@udavxb.oca.udayton.edu ("Boomer")
Subject: RE: SEERESS OF KELL (spoilers & misspellings!)

brianm@soda.berkeley.edu (Brian Markenson) writes:
>Can anyone come up with ANY reason that Cyradis might have decided to
>choose the Dark Prophecy?  Even though I enjoyed the books (I do like
>Edding's

Yes.  There was a little more to it than good-guy/bad-guy.  Dark
represented permanence.  Presumably Cyradis had a good idea what was going
to happen to the universe if she chose Dark.  The world would be a crummy
place to live sure, but the rest of the universe might not be so bad off.
With Light she was taking a gamble.  Light would be better off in the short
run, sure, but what about the long run?  She could not know.  So it was
really a choice between Garion's kid and a lot of evenly distributed @#$*
or Erroind (what a dumb name for a god :) and the possibility that things
would be better.

>writing style) I couldn't understand the point of the second series.  It

Money Brian.  It's called money.  People spend it.  Thanks to you and
others buying every book in the series, David E. is now cruising about
Southern California in a Porche.  Did you notice how his author's notes
changed from "living in the northwest" to "living in the southwest"?

Derek Becker
BECKERDJ@UDAVXB.OCA.UDAYTON.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 91 00:33:06 GMT
From: alangton@suna.mqcc.mq.oz.au (Andrew Langton)
Subject: Re: THE SEERESS OF KELL

IO80035@MAINE.MAINE.EDU writes:
>As most of you know THE SEERESS OF KELL has finally made it to the book
>stores during the later part of the summer.  Has anyone read it?  I'm
>curious to hear what people think about it.  Personally, I loved the
>BELGARIAD.  However, so far the MALOREAN seems to be a rehash of what went
>before.

I thought, in general, that the Mallorean was better than the Belgariad.
True, the plot is very similar but, the series was good.  True, some of the
characterisations were a bit weak, but the relationships and interactions
between Garion and Ce'Nedra, Durnik and Polgara, were portrayed humourously
(and pretty close to the truth too! :-) The only complaint I have about
_THE SEERESS OF KELL_ is the choice that Cryadis had to make.  What a
letdown!  Fine, so the seers know that evil is just the opposite of good.
But I don't see how they would ever pick Geran, child of dark, as the new
God.  Even a totally neutral agency would see that centuries of endless
death, slaughter and suffering cannot compete with centuries of love, peace
and happiness.  Just my opinion.

Andrew
alangton@suna.mqcc.mq.oz.au

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 91 02:34:19 GMT
From: mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Michel Forget)
Subject: Re: THE SEERESS OF KELL

***NEW SPOILER ALERT!  DON'T READ ON IF YOU DIDN'T READ THE BOOK!***

I think I can see a reason why the Seeress Of Kell would choose the Child
Of Dark instead of the Child Of Light.  By choosing Geran, the Child Of
Dark, she would be choosing a stable environment.  It would be a miserable
place to live, but it would be constant and people would get used to it
eventually.  The Murgos, Nadraks, and Malloreans managed to get used to it.
Choosing the Child Of Light would be more of a risk.  There would be good
times, but the disappointments would be worse when they struck.  I don't
think that the Choice eliminated all bad from the world, or would have
eliminated all good had the choice gone the other way.  It just set the
predominant course for the future.  Also, someone mentioned that Garion
didn't have the "starry universe" in his own body.  I don't see why he
should.  The Prophecy stated that Zandramas would have the glowing speckles
under her skin.  It didn't say anything about Garion.  If the choice would
have went the other way, it probably would have been Garion who turned into
stars and filled the gap.

Michel Forget
ersys!mforget@nro.cs.athabascau.ca
mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 91 18:55:00 GMT
From: june@lims04.lerc.nasa.gov (Karyn Lynn)
Subject: Re: THE SEERESS OF KELL

brianm@soda.berkeley.edu (Brian Markenson) writes:
>What more can he do with the Belgariad/Mallorean?  I thought he
>ended it pretty definitely with The Seeress of Kell.

If he tries another quest, outside of the child of light and dark stuff, it
might be good.  And although I love the major characters of both series, it
would be nice if Eddings tried some new characterizations.  I'd really like
to see Silk developed; or maybe he could expound on some of the legends and
things we came across in the first two series.  I'd personally like to see
more on Tolnedra and Mallorea.  I think there are lots of possibilities.

Karyn

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 91 20:18:42 GMT
From: klh@cbnewsk.att.com (kenneth.l.hinds)
Subject: Re: THE SEERESS OF KELL

june@lims04.lerc.nasa.gov (Karyn Lynn):
>>What more can he do with the Belgariad/Mallorean?  I thought he
>>ended it pretty definitely with The Seeress of Kell.
>
> If he tries another quest, outside of the child of light and dark stuff,
> it might be good.  And although I love the major characters of both
> series, it would be nice if Eddings tried some new characterizations.
> I'd really like to see Silk developed; or maybe he could expound on some
> of the legends and things we came across in the first two series.  I'd
> personally like to see more on Tolnedra and Mallorea.  I think there are
> lots of possibilities.

I agree!  Maybe Eddings could go back and do the prequels. I'd like to read
more about the Battle of Vo Mimbre, Or the events that led up to and
including the recovery of the Orb from Torak (i.e. Riva Irongrip, Dras
Bullneck, Algar Fleetfoot and Cherek Bearshoulders)

Or as Karyn first suggested a different quest.  Now that the War of the
Prophecies is complete, how bout something new dealing with the Realm of
the Demons and the "King of Hell" ??

There are numerous possibilities as long as Eddings stays away from
continuing the "Dueling Prophecies" concept. He's finished it, anything
more would be anti-climatic. IMHO.  B-)

Kenneth Hinds
AT&T Bell Labs
Middletown,NJ
...!att!mink!klh
klh@mink.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 91 03:50:32 GMT
From: fscem1@acad3.alaska.edu
Subject: Re: THE SEERESS OF KELL (SPOILERS!!!!!)

Someone asked what more can Eddings do with the Belgariad/Mallorean books.
Well, he can tell us what flavor twins Polgara had.  And he can tell us how
Eriond is dealing with being the new god of Angarak, and how Poledra and
Belgarath are getting along - all follow-up stuff.  I'm interested just
because I like the characters.  I agree, more or less, with the thought
that the Mallorean was pretty much a waste of time.  I liked them a lot
but, there wasn't much point.  But I liked them anyway.  And I rather look
forward to any follow-up stories he does about the characters.  (especially
Silk...)

Cheers. 

Catie

------------------------------

Date: 13 Oct 91 04:12:15 GMT
From: rhodar@sideways.welly.gen.nz (David Salmon)
Subject: Re: THE SEERESS OF KELL

rossing@cs.hope.edu (Eric Rossing) writes:
> I read an interview many, many moons ago somewhere where he said he might
> do something (single book/short story - can't remember which) about the
> Battle of Vo Mimbre.
> 
> When's the third Elenium book due out (or is it already)?

I think that the two new books in the Belgariad-Malloreon realms are going
to be tie-ins such as the Battle of Vo Mimbre and the cracking of the world
etc.  It would appear that the they might be a bit like the Silmarillian
(sp?) but hopefully they will be readable.

As for The Sapphire Rose.  It is due out this month in England and January
in the States.

Rhodar@sideways.welly.gen.nz

------------------------------

Date: 11 Oct 91 04:06:08 GMT
From: fscem1@acad3.alaska.edu
Subject: Anybody know this story?

   Help!  I read a book years ago, returned it to the library, and have
_never_ been able to find it again.  I have no idea what the name of it is,
or who wrote it.  Does anybody recognize this (admittedly rough) storyline?

   Nuclear war or some equally devastating thing has happened.  A
substantial number of people have moved underground and set up a
civilization.  Eventually, all the ways back above ground are cut off and
to go above is equated with death.  Nobody even thinks about doing it.

   Except a kid who gets bored.  He ends up getting outside (it seems like
he followed a river for a *long* time and ended up outside) and he meets a
girl there.  There apparently was a group, mostly of children, who survived
the holocaust, and have been scraping out a living ever since.  Eventually,
his people and hers meet.  Presumably, everybody lives happily ever after,
although they don't say...

   A few details I remember - the people living underground have, over the
course of time, gone bald, since they don't need hair to protect them from
the sun.  The kid can't figure out what the stuff on the girl's head is.
There was some sort of emergency underground, (I think) probably having to
do with running out of room.  I'm not sure.  The kid's dad was somebody of
relative importance in the society.  It seems like the kid had an older
brother or maybe just a friend who went with him part of the way outside
and then chickened out.  And, although this may be _totally_ useless, there
was a drawing on the final page of the bald boy and the girl with hair
walking down a sidewalk, hand in hand.

   Does ANY of this ring a bell of any sort?  I'd greatly appreciate an
answer, either through e-mail or a posting here.  Thanks!

Cheers.

Catie

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Clarke & Eddings & Gibson (2 msgs) & Harris &
                   Kato & McQuay & Pynchon & Rosenberg &
                   Saberhagen (2 msgs) & Stasheff & Wolfe &
                   TSR Books (2 msgs) & Request

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date:         Thu, 24 Oct 91 17:20:37 EDT
From: Stewart Crall <ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu>
Subject:      Arthur C Clarke

A fellow called Arthur C. Clarke has a book out on how he got interested in
science fiction.  I am waiting for it to get in the library, but I browsed
through it at the bookstore, and it looks pretty good.

He devotes a whole chapter to praising George O. Smith, so his
recommendations on good books to read must be pretty good.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Oct 91 12:41:09 EDT
From: JPJ@b30.prime.com
Subject: Re: Mallorean

With anyone who says that the Mallorean was a waste of time and only a
money maker for David Eddings, I most heartily agree.  It was basically
just the Belgariad rewritten.  I read the Belgariad two times because I
loved it the first time.  On reading it the second time, however, I saw how
Eddings may be a great story teller, but his imagination lacks at times
when referring to his characters.  I also found this shortcoming in the
Mallorean, to a greater extent.  If I hear "the little rat-faced Drasnian"
one more time, I'll scream.  I know C'Nedra is beautiful, but do I have to
read about her "exquisite little face" and "copper curls" every paragraph?
Why is every person in this book either "blushing furiously" or "doubled
over in gales of uproarious laughter"?  If you add up all the times that we
heard the familiar "rushing sound" when someone invoked the Will and the
Word, we would have enough for a whole novel in itself.  Am I being too
picky?  I really think the Mallorean would have made a good 2- or 3- book
set, but I think 5 books was way too much, and contained too much fluff.

I also thought that, in comparison to the meeting between Torak and Garion,
the meeting between the Children of Light and Dark In Seeress of Kell was
both disappointing and anti-climatic.  It was obvious who Cyradis would
pick, and the fact that the Choice rested on a Seer and was out of the
hands of a group of people who fought so hard throughout the quest only to
stand helplessly watching their fate unfold was ridiculous.

I have one question.  Does anyone know why the titles of the first four
books of the Mallorean start with "The", ie. "The Guardians of the West",
"The Demon Lord of Karanda", etc., and the last book is "Seeress of Kell"
and not "The Seeress of Kell?"  A small oddity, of course, but an oddity
nonetheless.

Jim

------------------------------

Date: Fri, 18 Oct 1991 10:05 EST
From: RICHARD AKERMAN <AKERMAN@qucdnast.bitnet>
Subject: Re: The Difference Engine

On the subject of _The Difference Engine_, and specifically the mysterious
programme: Despite the Victorian setting, Gibson and Sterling still
couldn't pass up an opportunity to work in some currently popular
scientific speculations.  The programme has to do with Godel's theorem,
which I won't even attempt to explain, but suffice it to say that it ties
in with much current speculation on Artificial Intelligence and the nature
of the mind.  I was fortunate to have just finished Douglas R. Hofstadter's
_Godel, Escher, Bach: An Eternal Golden Braid_ just before starting _The
Difference Engine_ and many of the ideas in GEB can be seen in TDE.  In
fact, there was at least one fairly direct allusion to GEB in TDE, which
for the life of me I can't remember.

I was wondering if there were differently edited versions of _The
Difference Engine_.  I had heard about all of these offensive scenes in the
book, but when I read it I can recall only one fairly brief interlude that
could fall into that category.

Richard Akerman

------------------------------

Date: Fri, 18 Oct 91 08:18:57 PDT
From: insinga@tle.enet.dec.com
Subject: The Difference Engine (Gibson)

If you're interested in what would have happened if Babbage's Analytic
Engine was successful, skip (the rest of) "The Difference Engine" and read
"In the Country of the Blind" by Michael Flynn.  (Personally, I find it
difficult to skip the rest of a book or movie, and I did finish TDE.)
Anyway, ItCotB describes a present(?) where the Engine had been
successfully built, but a secret society uses the (secret) technology to
influence the course of history.  I thought it was a very enjoyable book,
and much better than TDE.

Aron Insinga

------------------------------

From: mtgzy!ecl@att.att.com
Date: Fri, 18 Oct 91 09:28 EDT
Subject: THE SCHIZOGENIC MAN by Raymond Harris

		   THE SCHIZOGENIC MAN by Raymond Harris
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   I have no idea why this book was written.

   Some books are adventure stories.  Some have a message.  Some examine
philosophical issues.  So far as I can tell, this doesn't meet any of these
criteria.  It's just that while reading it I kept thinking that it was all
to no purpose.  John Heron, the main character (one hesitates to say
"hero") lives in a future city (New York?) in which a lottery regularly
reassigns people's roles.  As in the song "That's Life," one can end up a
puppet, a pauper, a pirate, a poet, a pawn, and a king, as well as just
about anything else.  (Shades of Jorge Luis Borges's "The Babylonian
Lottery" here?)  But for some reason Heron is asked to take part in an
experiment in which he will dream about ancient Egypt.  (The usual
scientific hand-waving occurs here.)  So Heron dreams, and in his dream
changes history by saving Cleopatra's son Kaisarion.  (Harris is somewhat
idiosyncratic in choosing between Anglicized spellings and "original"
spellings of proper names.)

   When Heron awakes, however, he discovers the world around him has
changed.  "Ah," you say, "a classic alternate history plot."  Except the
changes have little to do with Kaisarion's survival.  No Egyptian temples
dominate the New City skyline.  No Pharaoh rules the land.  Some of Heron's
friends have different jobs, and he has a different first wife, but that's
about the extent of it.  History just doesn't work that way.

   At any rate, Heron tries (for insufficiently explained reasons) to find
his way back to his original starting world by tracing his way down time
threads when waking from the "dreams."  Classic alternate history rules say
this is impossible - one must return UPSTREAM of the change in order to
return to the unchanged world.  But Heron is mostly concerned with finding
only one other person unchanged, so maybe it is possible.

   But who cares?  The external world is affected by Heron's actions but
not enough for us to care.  And that Heron might or might not find the
person he was seeking was a matter of disinterest to me.  I kept reading
expecting something to develop that would involve me either intellectually
or emotionally, but it never did.  I suppose the descriptions of life in
Cleopatra's Egypt might interest some, but they are not enough to make me
recommend the book.

Evelyn C. Leeper
908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date:         Thu, 24 Oct 91 17:57:53 EDT
From: Stewart Crall <ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu>
Subject:      Ken Kato

I just tried a book called "Yamato" (after the famous 18'' gunned
battleship) by Ken Kato, because it looked like an interesting space opera.
I did not enjoy it much, and quit after 180 pages (of 400).  I then looked
through the last 20 pages, and they were not much better.  I did not find
the book very readable, and I am going to avoid this author in the future.

This is just an aside.  Does it make sense for a radioactively stable
transuranic element to be a catalyst for certain organic reactions
producing edible food?  These reactions are impossible without this
element, and the element is used up in the process, and the element is
found only on certain critical planets.

------------------------------

From: mtgzy!ecl@att.att.com
Date: Wed, 23 Oct 91 09:42 EDT
Subject: THE NEXUS by Mike McQuay

			 THE NEXUS by Mike McQuay
     Bantam Spectra Special Edition, 1989, ISBN 0-553-28178-X, $4.50.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   When television news reporter Denny Stiller first finds Amy Hale, the
autistic healer, he sees in her a story and a ladder to success.  (I was
reminded of Billy Wilder's ACE IN THE HOLE, though the similarity does not
extend much further.)  That it takes him, and most of the other characters
in the book, as long as it does to realize the extent and implications of
Amy's power is a major problem--they have (in the story) days to figure out
what the reader has only the time it takes to read a few chapters to do.
When everyone does realize the ramifications of this discovery, the novel
switches to an atmosphere very similar to Stephen King's FIRESTARTER, and
becomes increasingly less convincing.  The machinations of the government,
the scheming of the television evangelist, and even the actions of the
general public never ring quite true.  And the ending is, alas, totally
unbelievable.  This may be McQuay's major weakness - four years ago when I
reviewed his MEMORIES I also noted a tendency toward DEUS EX MACHINA.

   McQuay does use an unusual technique, though.  His story is about
television newscasting (among other things) and many key scenes, including
most of those not involving the main characters, are written as television
scripts.  This is a bit unnerving at first, as I found myself saying, "But
there could possibly have been television cameras present to film this."
I'm note sure whether McQuay was commenting on our propensity to accept
what we see on television as more real than what we read about, or to
underscore how artificial and staged many "impromptu" moments are, or
something else entirely.

   McQuay has a lot of good observations to make, and takes his pot shots
at all the right people (in my opinion), but I never believed his plot and
this reduced THE NEXUS to a polemic rather than a fully developed novel.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 24 Oct 91 18:56:27 EST5EDT
From: "John M. Krafft" <JMKRAFFT@mosler.ham.muohio.edu>
Subject: Pynchon

As an editor of the journal _Pynchon Notes_ and its bibliographer, I
received a tip about the following article:

Richard Grant, "Digging Pynchon," _SCIENCE FICTION EYE_, #8 (Winter 1991):
85-89 (illustrations by Richard Schindler).

But I haven't been able to track down _SFE_ anywhere, even through
inter-library loan.  Can anyone help?  I will be happy to pay for copying
and postage, or to exchange a copy of the latest issue of _Pynchon Notes_
for a copy of the article.

John M. Krafft
Miami University - Hamilton
jmkrafft@mosler.ham.muohio.edu
jmkrafft@miavx2.bitnet
jmkrafft@miavx2.ham.muohio.edu

------------------------------

Date:         Sat, 19 Oct 91 00:10:22 EDT
From: Tom <QXN105@uriacc.uri.edu>
Subject: RE : Joel Rosenberg & Guardians of the Flame

   Yes, you are correct - The sixth book (Doubtfully the last one that
he'll write...) in the series is due out in December 1992, I believe.  It
is called "The Road to Ehvenor", and my personal opinion of it is that the
earlier books were MUCH better.  However, I have reason to believe that it
is going to be significantly reworked before actual release to the public.

QXN105 at URIACC.URI.EDU

------------------------------

From: d546640s@edinboro.edu
Subject: Saberhagen on hardcover???
Date: 24 Oct 91 15:42:07 EDT

Hello out there.

I was wondering if anyone out there could tell me which of F. Saberhagen's
books (trilogies) are currently in hardback volumes.  I have the First
Sword trilogy and the volume containing the first three books of Lost
Swords in hardback and was waiting for the others to be published the
same.

Any help would be appreciated.

Thanks.

d546640s@edinboro.Edu

------------------------------

Date: 	Wed, 23 Oct 1991 18:28:55 -0700
From: Mark_E._Palandri.sd@xerox.com
Subject: Book of Swords - list needed

I need to get my hands on a list of the swords' names, and their powers for
a small project I'm thinking of starting. I suppose that I could dig out
the books and read them again :-), but with a little luck, someone out
there already has this information handy (I seem to remember a list coming
out during the last discussion).

Thanks.

Mark

------------------------------

Date:         Sun, 20 Oct 91 17:32:38 EDT
From: Stewart Crall <ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu>
Subject: Stasheff

I saw a new hardback space opera by Stasheff in the bookstore.  It's much
too expensive, but has anybody tried it?  I'm rather excited about it,
(certainly not $20 excited, but maybe $3.50 excited), because my 2 favorite
Stasheff books were new beginnings.  However the space opera elements are a
bad part of the Warlock series, and I fear that Stasheff will mangle this
new book.

------------------------------

Date: Fri, 18 Oct 91 14:32:34 -0500
From: curtw@euler.jsc.nasa.gov (Curt Wiederhoeft)
Subject: Gene Wolfe's gone over my head again...

I have heard that with very careful reading, it is possible to deduce the
real name of the character "Number Five" in Gene Wolfe's _The Fifth Head of
Cerberus_.  Either I'm too dense, or it's something French (I can't speak
it), but I've read the book twice this week, (and three other times in the
past seven years) and I always come up blank.  OK, Mr. Wolfe, UNCLE!  I've
recognized about half a dozen hints and allusions, but that's as far as I
can go.  If there's someone out there who knows the answer, please contact
me.

Curt Wiederhoeft
curtw@euler.jsc.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: 13 Oct 91 04:21:40 GMT
From: fsbel@acad3.alaska.edu (Lyons Brian E)
Subject: Pesky TSR books

   I just heard someone asking about the TSR books, and I'd just like to
say that by all means you should try one but, I wouldn't pay for more than
that until you try them.  When I read them I found them to be very dull.
Most especially the Dragonlance Chronicles which seem to epitomise every
inch the worst to be had in hack writing - a kind of
Just-when-you-though-you'd- reached-the-end-cover-we've-put-out-another-one
nightmare.  The characters seem to be almost intentionally two dimensional,
they act like their motivations and beliefs are written on a sheet of paper
stuffed in their pockets.  The stories are highly familiar, and so are the
characters - A Lord Soth, who's gleaming skeletalness just screams
RINGWRAITH!.  What you won't find is intensive prose craftsmanship, or
Leiber's thrilling narrative.  What you will find is a series of books
whose whole purpose is to be a mulit-thousand page advertisement for
Dungeons & Dragons, and including all the details that might make a great
tale but, without the poetry to back it up.  On the better side, the
Dragonlance geography is nice.  The whole milieu is well documented and
thought out, and includes lots of castles, cities, and forts that may
someday inspire better craftsmen than Margret and Tracy.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Oct 91 00:11:16 GMT
From: fraser@munta.cs.mu.oz.au (Fraser Wilson)
Subject: Re: Those pesky TSR books - anybody read 'em?

ars3_cif@troi.cc.rochester.edu (Aaron Sher) writes:
>The Darkwalker on Moonshae trilogy is not as good, though I still liked
>it.

Ah, yes, I remember this one.  The first book was so-so, the second had
nice wizards, and the third.  Oh, my god, the third book.  It was the most
incredible book I have ever read.  And I really mean that.

How is it possible to shove sooo much utter crap into such a small volume?
Can one take tediousness lessons nowadays?  Where do such boring
0-dimensional characters get the GALL to bitch and moan at each other for
TWO HUNDRED goddamn pages???  It is, quite possibly, the absolute worst
book in the entire universe, even including such megastar books as 'The
Fabulous Faraway Tree' and 'Bondage for Children'.

Anyway, it wasn't much fun to claw through.  I haven't wasted so much of my
life since I accidently saw some of _The Blue Lagoon_.

BTW, what is this TSR fetish with trilogies.  They seem to churn out a lot
of books with 'First in the xxxx trilogy'.  Mind you, I haven't read any of
them.

Also BTW: For the Understanding-Impaired: The above is a kind of review,
and is therefore IMnsHO.  Were it to be your opinion, your life would
probably be more fulfilled than it is now.

Fraser Wilson
Melbourne Uni
Australia    

------------------------------

Date: Sun, 20 Oct 91 15:48:17 EDT
From: jeteye@cbl.umd.edu (James Love)
Subject: Author List: V. Appleton Sr./Jr. ??

   The subject line says it all.  I'm looking for a complete title list of
the Tom Swift juvenile adventure stories begun by Victor Appleton Sr. and
later continued (pseudonomously) by V. Appleton Jr. in the 1950s.  J.
Wenn's helpful author lists in the sfl archives does not include a listing
for Appleton, so I'd be grateful if some sfl reader could point me in the
right direction. Thanks.

Jim Love
Univ. of Maryland System
Solomons, Md (USA)
jeteye@cbl.umd.edu

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Friday, 25 Oct 1991       Volume 16 : Issue 439

Today's Topics:

	 Miscellaneous - Gene Roddenberry & Conventions (3 msgs) &
                         Immortality Stories (9 msgs) & 
                         Return to Forbidden Planet

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 25 Oct 91 08:35:19 EDT
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Subject: Short Obituary - Gene Roddenberry

Gene Roddenberry, the creator of the Star Trek universe, died yesterday in
California.  I'm not certain what the cause of death was as different news
reports gave it variously as heart-attack or blod clot in the brain.  I
hope to have a more complete obituary soon.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 91 22:36:26 GMT
From: duncanm@micor.ocunix.on.ca (Duncan A. MacGregor)
Subject: MapleCon 12 announcement

				MapleCon 12
			    October 25-27, 1991

				Chimo Hotel
			      Ottawa, Canada

              A Celebration of Science Fiction, Fantasy, & Comics

           GoHs: Martin Springett, Michael Lennick, Ronn Sutton
           FGoH: Linda Ross-Mansfield
           Toastmaster: Larry (the "Doctor") Stewart

This year, Maplecon is located at the Chimo Hotel, in the east end of
Ottawa near the "Queensway" (Rte. 417), the St. Laurent shopping centre,
and major bus routes.  A special rate of $77.00 (Can.) for double occupancy
is available there.

There will be panel discussions, guest speeches, a musical concert and
other filking, videos and workshops.  An art show and auction (run by the
North Pole division of "The Team Eh?"), a dealers' room, and a costume
competition will also be present.

The membership rates are: Adults:                  $30
(in Can. funds)           Students (with ID):      $25
                          Children (under 12):     $15
                          Seniors:                 $15
                          Family:                  $55

A "family" includes up to two adults and two children.  All these rates are
the "at the door" prices.  There will be daily rates available as well.

For more information, send e-mail to:

duncanm@micor.ocunix.on.ca

------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 91 22:06:11 GMT
From: hoptoad!tim@uunet.uu.net (Tim Maroney)
Subject: Silicon Hotel on Union Boycott List, Frequently Picketed

The Red Lion Inn in San Jose, annual site of the science fiction convention
Silicon, is on the boycott list of Hotel and Restaurant Employees and
Bartenders Union Local 19.  It has been since it was opened.  It is the
target of frequent pickets, and is described by the Central Labor Council
in the area as "one of our number one targets".  It is considered not only
non-union, but anti-union, and its wages and benefits are considerably
lower than area standards.  Most local politicians have joined in the
boycott of the hotel, vowing not to participate in any event there or
otherwise to step through the doors.

Fritz Leiber and Margot Skinner will not be attending Silicon so long as it
remains at the Red Lion.  Skinner expressed anger at the failure of the
convention committee to provide information on the labor boycott, saying,
"I was outraged to find out that I had gone to three conventions at an
anti-union hotel."  Skinner said she had spoken with the con committee
about the boycott; however, when recently queried about the situation, the
committee denied knowing of any labor problems at the Red Lion Inn.  The
committee further represented itself as having researched the issue, but
provided no perspectives from union sources.

The Silicon committee has a broad overlap with the committee sponsoring the
1993 World Science Fiction Convention in San Francisco, which is dealing
with the hotel Parc Fifty-Five.  This hotel is being prosecuted by the
National Labor Relations Board, a federal agency, on over eighty counts of
union-busting activities, including refusal to honor a union registration
petition by a majority of its employees, firing of organizers, orders to
employees not to discuss unionization, and surveillance of the private
lives of organizers and would-be members.  The Parc Fifty Five is on the
boycott list of Hotel and Restaurant Employees and Bartenders Union Local
2, which describes the hotel as the worst offender in the area, and many
local politicians have joined in the boycott.

The refusal of the two interlocked committees to deal with labor issues in
a forthright fashion, or to independently contact union representatives for
their perspective on labor issues, is a clear sign of an anti-labor bias by
the committees.  Readers who are pro-labor should be advised that if they
reserve rooms or attend functions at the Red Lion Inn or the Parc
Fifty-Five, they will find themselves in contravention of union boycotts
and may find themselves having to cross picket lines.

Hotel and Restaurant Employees and Bartenders Union Local 19: 408-437-1061
Central Labor Council: 408-266-3790

Tim Maroney
sun!hoptoad!tim
tim@toad.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 91 06:09:23 GMT
From: clubzen!mwallis@tsoft.sf-bay.org (Michael Wallis)
Subject: Mpls in '73 Party @ Silicon

Sarah Goodman is co-ordinating a Minneapolis in '73 bid party for Silicon,
Thanksgiving weekend in San Jose, CA. Anyone who's coming to the con and
interested in helping out with the party should email her at:

   sarah.goodman@f1993.n125.z1.fidonet.org

Guests are Steven Brust, Darrell Sweet and Will Shetterly, with Emma Bull
and a number of other writers and artists. Email me for the list.

Michael Wallis
Santa Clara, CA
mips.com!tsoft!clubzen!mwallis

------------------------------

Date: 1 Oct 91 19:28:22 GMT
From: davidb@inmet.inmet (David Barton)
Subject: Immortality Stories

>Shame on you for missing the classic book on this subject - John Wyndham's
>``The trouble with lichen''. This is a novel about the discovery of a type
>of lichen which contains a chemical which retards aging. The lichen is
>extremely rare, and only grows in one small place. The book brings up all
>sorts of issues - the near certainty that if they publish their results,
>the lichen will be consumed completely leaving none to reproduce, how the
>various media react when the story does break , etc. 

In my opinion, THE classic book on the subject is, "Why Call Them Back from
Heaven?" by Clifford Simak.  The picture he draws of a society on the verge
of perfecting the technology for immortality is truly chilling.

Dave Barton
dlb@hudson.wash.inmet.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 91 11:15:43 GMT
From: lgrant@maths.tcd.ie (Lesley Grant)
Subject: Re: Immortality Stories

fix@casbah.acns.nwu.edu (Keith Fix) writes:
>I'm interested in stories that explore the concept of immortality.

   _Serpent's Reach_ by C. J. Cherryh has near-immortal characters, the
Kontrins (originally a Merchanter Family). They have been made practically
immortal by the alien Majat, who couldn't bear the thought of so many
unique creatures dying. They are only 'practically' immortal because they
indulge in recreational assassination :-) The concept is explored, although
it tends to remain more or less in the background, and isn't really
mentioned explicitly more than a few times. The effects of the Kontrins'
immortality are quite obvious in the way they have a controlling interest
in everything in the system, treat ordinary humans as property (more or
less), can take anything they want, have unlimited wealth, etc.

Lesley

------------------------------

Date: 2 Oct 91 19:04:14 GMT
From: peck@bart.sfsu.edu (Alexander &)
Subject: Re: Immortality Stories

> In my opinion, THE classic book on the subject is, "Why Call Them Back
> from Heaven?" by Clifford Simak.  The picture he draws of a society on
> the verge of perfecting the technology for immortality is truly chilling.

Poul Anderson recently published "Boat of a Million Years" or something
like that which is a millenia-spanning novel about immortality.  It's worth
a look if you're interested in the subject.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 91 01:14:50 GMT
From: phillips@syrinx.umd.edu (Felan shena Thoron'edras)
Subject: Re: Immortality Stories

fix@casbah.acns.nwu.edu (Keith Fix) writes:
>In particular, I've been trying to track down two books (I have read a
>small part of the first so I know they exists) to which I have only the
>premise.

That's okay, that premise is quite enough for _me_ to identify the story
(for once!) and the books... sort of.

>Here goes:
>
>A serum has been discovered which halts the aging process.  There is only
>one catch: it must be administered during adolescence.  The first book
>centers around two brothers, one younger, one older, and, you guessed it,
>doomed to die.  The second book picks up two-hundred years later, again
>centered on the younger brother.

There are actually 3 books.  One starts up about 100 years after the first,
and I forget exactly how much past that the next one is but, it wouldn't
surprise me if it was on the order of 10000 years.

>Does this seem familiar to anyone?  I have been looking in bookstores and
>asking friends for years now with no success.  If you have any ideas, send
>me email.

Oh, well, too late now... Yes, it's familiar, as I remember these.
  The name that comes to mind as the author is Sharon Glass or Green but, I
think it isn't Green.  The names of the books are Earth Child, Earth Song,
Ram Song; I am fairly sure they're in that order (and fairly sure I have
the right name for "Earth Child").  Ram Song I know is the last.
  My personal favorite of the books was the first one, although I suppose I
didn't mind the second one; I don't remember it for sure, though.  I didn't
really like Ram Song.  Problem is, I don't remember a whole lot more about
it to try to remember why I didn't. :-)

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 91 12:58:50 GMT
From: craigb@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Subject: Re: Immortality Stories

_The Man Who Awoke_ by ??? (it's at home). May be kind of tough to find -
it was written back in 1930 but impressed me because it held up very well
even nowadays. It concerns a rich guy who wants to explore the future, so
he arranges to go into suspended animation for 5000 years. The book is
episodic; he wakes, looks around, and goes back to sleep about five times,
and each time the world is radically different.

"Dio" by Damon Knight. I think this one might have won a Hugo or Nebula.
Good stuff (I mean, has Knight *ever* written a bad short story? :-)

_The Dancers At The End Of Time_ series by Michael Moorcock; I believe the
first one is _An Alien Heat_. A bunch of immortals in the distant future
who have incredible power and absolutely no taste whatsoever. :-)

And of course, _The Immortal_ by James Gunn.

Craig Becker
Object Technology Products
craigb@ot.austin.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 91 17:13:00 GMT
From: mcqueen@acf3.nyu.edu (David McQueen)
Subject: Re: Immortality Stories

phillips@syrinx.umd.edu writes:
>fix@casbah.acns.nwu.edu (Keith Fix) writes:
>>A serum has been discovered which halts the aging process.  There is only
>>one catch: it must be administered during adolescence.  The first book
>>centers around two brothers, one younger, one older, and, you guessed it,
>>doomed to die.  The second book picks up two-hundred years later, again
>>centered on the younger brother.
>
>There are actually 3 books.  One starts up about 100 years after the
>first, and I forget exactly how much past that the next one is but, it
>wouldn't surprise me if it was on the order of 10000 years.
>
>  The name that comes to mind as the author is Sharon Glass or Green, but
>I think it isn't Green.  The names of the books are Earth Child, Earth
>Song, Ram Song; I am fairly sure they're in that order (and fairly sure I
>have the right name for "Earth Child").  Ram Song I know is the last.

 The author's name is Sharon Webb, I think.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 91 20:49:44 GMT
From: webber@world.std.com (Robert D Webber)
Subject: Re: Immortality Stories

craigb@ot.austin.ibm.com writes:
>_The Man Who Awoke_ by ??? (it's at home). May be kind of tough to find -
>it was written back in 1930 but impressed me because it held up very well
>even nowadays. Concerns a rich guy who wants to explore the future, so he
>arranges to go into suspended animation for 5000 years. The book is
>episodic; he wakes, looks around, and goes back to sleep about five times,
>and each time the world is radically different.

Lawrence Manning, I think, fills the ???, but I don't think that the title
character was actually immortal.  It was reprinted a few years ago in mass
market pb.

Another story for the original poster to look for would be _To Live
Forever_ by Jack Vance.

Bob Webber
webber@world.std.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 91 12:50:23 GMT
From: craigb@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Subject: Re: Immortality Stories (slight *SPOILER*)

>>_The Man Who Awoke_ by ??? (it's at home). May be kind of tough to find -
>>it was written back in 1930 but impressed me because it held up very well
>>even nowadays. Concerns a rich guy who wants to explore the future, so he
>>arranges to go into suspended animation for 5000 years. The book is
>>episodic; he wakes, looks around, and goes back to sleep about five
>>times, and each time the world is radically different.
> 
> Lawrence Manning, I think, fills the ???, but I don't think that the
> title character was actually immortal...

The last time he wakes, he becomes immortal, after something like 40000
years they finally perfect the technology. I mentioned the book because it
has an interesting perspective on what immortals end up doing in their
(copious) spare time: i.e., Moorcock's _Dancers_ are so flakey and shallow
that they're content to party all the time; Manning's main character takes
a much more serious tack. (BTW, thanks for reminding me of the name!)

Actually, I'm curious: in what various manners do immortals in literature
comport themselves?

Craig Becker
Object Technology Products
craigb@ot.austin.ibm.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Oct 91 16:53:28 GMT
From: wc8386@carr.yorku.ca (Jason Rheubottom)
Subject: Re: Immortal Comport

>Actually, I'm curious: in what various manners do immortals in literature
>comport themselves?
 
In answer to this question, I would like to point out my Favourite
Immortal: Wowbagger the Infinitely Prolonged.  From the mind of Douglas
Adams in his Hitchhiker's trilogy(?), Wowbagger owes his longevity to a
bizzare accident with a liquid lunch, a pair of rubber bands, and an
irrational particle accelerator [BTW, what's an irrational particle? :^) ].
At first he generally lives things up, but eventually he becomes weary of
Sunday afternoons, after having all the baths he can reasonably and safely
have in one day, as he enters the Long Dark Teatime of the Soul (a title
for one of Adams' other books).  Finally he decides to insult the universe.
Every living being, one by one, that has ever existed (or will exist):
personally, and in alphabetical order.  Nice to see that even Immortals can
be jerks too.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Oct 91 20:36:22 GMT
From: jt8@cunixf.cc.columbia.edu (James Terman)
Subject: Return to Forbidden Planet

With all the comment on a possible Forbidden Planet (FP) sequel, I thought
you might want to hear about a new off-broadway (formerly west-end) musical
called Return to Forbidden Planet (RtFP).  As it is billed as Shakespeare's
"Lost Rock and Roll Masterpiece" one might guess it's rather campy.
Somewhat in the tradition of Rocky Horror Picture Show and Little Shop of
Horrors, it has great fun with SF movie genre, 50's-early 60's American
culture and whatever it can make fun of along the way.  Unlike, RHPS and
LSoH, however, it does not have any original musical numbers but does use
such classics as "Good Vibrations" and "Great Balls of Fire" (among many
others) to great effect and high energy.

Basically, the plot of the musical follows FP closely but is much more
visibly influenced by Shakespeare's The Tempest.  This comes across in the
character's names being the same as their Tempest counterparts and the
mock-Shakespeare and Shakespeare quotes and misquotes that are liberally
sprinkled in the dialog.  RtFP does a good job of being campy enough to be
fun without being too campy so as to be too cute.  This is mostly because
of the talented and high energy cast.

If you're in the NY area, I recommend catching this snappy musical.

Jim Terman
JLT@CUPHYD.BITNET
JT8@COLUMBIA.EDU

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest           Tuesday, 29 Oct 1991       Volume 16 : Issue 440

Today's Topics:

	       Books - Cambell & Johnson & Star Trek Books &
                       TSR Books (3 msgs) & Request Answers (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date:         Sat, 26 Oct 91 10:45:27 EDT
From: Stewart Crall <ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu>
Subject:      Cambell

I have 4 books by John Cambell about Arcot, Ward, Morley, and company.  The
titles are
    The Black Star Passes
    Islands of Space
    The Planeteers
    Invaders from the Infinite
Can anybody tell me what order they should be read in?

I read "Invaders" as a child, and thought it was pretty awesome.

------------------------------

Date: Fri, 25 Oct 91 08:58 EDT
From: mtgzy!ecl (Evelyn C Leeper +1 908 957 2070)
To: sf-lovers@rutgers.edu

		     A WORLD LOST by James B. Johnson
		   DAW, 1991, ISBN 0-88677-498-5, $4.50.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   I recently reviewed S. C. Sykes's RED GENESIS and said it was being
compared to some of Heinlein's work.  Well, if Sykes is writing
neo-Heinlein adult novels, Johnson is writing neo-Heinlein juveniles.

   Yes, our hero Rusty is supposedly 29 years old, but he acts about half
that.  (And, no, Rusty does not have a dog named Rin Tin Tin.)  He is a
spacer at a time when spacers are the outcasts of humanity and arrives home
after a trip only to discover that "home" isn't there any more.  There is
not some mere Wolfeian concept--the whole planet and its sun are gone.  So
Rusty starts wending his way through a Laumerian bureaucracy to try to get
help in finding his planet.

   As a juvenile, this book probably passes muster.  The strange dietary
habits of our hero, centering around peanut butter, seem aimed far more at
an adolescent crowd than a group of adult readers.  There are all the stock
elements: boy has girlfriend back home to whom he's been engaged since
childhood, boy meets beautiful female secret agent, boy and secret agent
fight the system to solve the mystery (using boy's spaceship with
intelligent talking computer), etc.  All the "etc." is predictable too.
The science, however, leaves a lot to be desired, even in a juvenile.  The
Plex Net, a network of matter transmission booths that have all but totally
replaced classic (albeit faster-than-light) space travel, is never
convincingly explained.  On page 35, we find out Rusty is on a planet "a
few hundred thousand miles in circumference."  This is (conservatively) ten
times the circumference of Earth and hence one thousand times the volume.
Assuming the same average density, therefore, the gravity would be a ten
times that of Earth (he's ten times further from the center) and, when you
add to that the atmospheric pressure you are likely to find, Rusty would
not be hopping around very easily.  To get Earth's gravity you would need a
totally impossible average density.  (Conveniently, Saturn has a
circumference of slightly more than 200,000 miles, putting it right in the
ballpark.  Even with the lowest average density of any planet the solar
system, Saturn masses 95 times that of earth, making the surface gravity
about 1G.  Rusty is walking, not swimming.)

   A more serious objection, in terms of what I want young people to learn,
is in how Rusty evaluates people.  On seeing one up-until-now ambiguous
character happily playing with his niece, Rusty says (as first- person
narrator), "People with these kinds of values were not inimical to us and
the galaxy.  Or so I hoped."  Even with that qualifier, Johnson seems to
have forgotten the lessons of history: "That one may smile, and smile, and
be a villain."  Many of the Nazi war criminals had very happy, loving home
lives.

   Okay, maybe all this is overanalytical.  As a time-killing book or a
juvenile this is okay, but I still can't really recommend it.


Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl 
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date:         Sat, 26 Oct 91 17:11:05 EDT
From: e h <EHORBATU@ccvm.sunysb.edu>
Subject:      KS/SK Series

This may or may not be a long shot, but I was wondering if anyone out there
had ever heard of a series of books about Kirk and Spock that are referred
to as either the KS or SK (I'm not sure which) series.  Apparently, these
books are all based on the assumption that Kirk and Spock are lovers, and
are primarily authored by female writers.  A professor of sociology that
I'm acquainted with is interested in obtaining some of these books for a
part of a study she is doing on how power is eroticized, but doesn't know
where she can get hold of them.  If anyone has seen any of these books
anywhere, or knows anything else about them, I would appreciate the info so
that I may pass it back to her.  Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Oct 91 01:31:53 GMT
From: c9036973@wombat.newcastle.edu.au (Eat the Sun)
Subject: Re: Those pesky TSR books - anybody read 'em?

fraser@munta.cs.mu.OZ.AU (Fraser Wilson) writes:
> BTW, what is this TSR fetish with trilogies.  They seem to churn out a
> lot of books with 'First in the xxxx trilogy'.  Mind you, I haven't read
> any of them.

You forgot the `Meetings' sextet (or is it `findings'?)

> Also BTW: For the Understanding-Impaired: The above is a kind of review,
> and is therefore IMnsHO.  Were it to be your opinion, your life would
> probably be more fulfilled than it is now.

I couldn't agree more with you - the TSR books are the biggest load of crap
that I have ever read (except possibly the Narnia garbage).  I remember
when I bought the first Dragonlance one ($7.95 Air Mail) in my second year
of High School and even then I wasn't too impressed but, it was a novelty
having books about AD&D (at the time EGG's Greyhawk books were unavailable
where I lived). Now, they have turned into an unstoppable trilogy machine
for getting TSR hacks into print.

The plots are cliche ridden, offering a few teases for twelve year olds and
plenty of cut hamstrings for soldier of fortune dudes. Character names are
dumb and they all advance at a frightening rate through levels.  Ok, so if
they weren't heroes their stories wouldn't matter but hell, they can't be
so lucky all the time.

Possibly the worst thing of all is the lack of any shades of grey -
villains are E-vil and heroes are G-ood. Little or no research is
undertaken - i.e horses are ridden for days, sword fighting is totally
unrealistic and on the cover of (I think) Shadowdale a bow is being held
totally wrong.

The thing that finally ended it for me was when I got `Darkness & Light'
out of the library. This was possibly the most uninteresting book ever
written. Almost no byplay between Sturm and Kitiara and absolutely no
rationale for why she killed him on the tower of (?) (she was supposed to
love him). The `funny' gnomes were clones of the gully dwarves and kender
humour seen earlier and then there was the marvellous pseudoscience.

It is worse than despicable to walk into a bookshop and see two copies of
the latest Pratchett and hope you can get one in the next few days, when
next to them are about 50 copies of `Boring Intro - part I of the Money
Making Trilogy'.

Adam Williams
c9036973@wombat.newcastle.edu.au

------------------------------

Date: 14 Oct 91 03:00:59 GMT
From: resst11@unix.cis.pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Subject: Re: Those pesky TSR books - anybody read 'em?

c9036973@wombat.newcastle.edu.au writes:
>I remember when I bought the first Dragonlance one ($7.95 Air Mail) in my
>second year of High School and even then I wasn't too impressed but, it
>was a

   The original Dragonlance I felt was quite good. Not Great Writing, not
on the level of Lord of the Rings or the Covenant books, but a fairly well
crafted series with some interesting mechanics. I can't disagree about any
of the later books, though. It wasn't just downhill from there, it was a
plunge off a cliff.

>...perhaps the worst thing was lack of shades of gray (he says...); evil
>was E-vil and good was G-ood...

   Sorry, can't agree here. That's standard for High Fantasy in general
(LotR as the prime example); and there were some shades in the original
Dragonlance (the Elves screwed themselves with the Dragonorb as I recall,
and also made some bad decisions; Raistlin wrestled with choices and went
from neutral to evil along the way; and there are other examples.
   Personally, the Real World (Tm) has plenty of grayness. I like a lot
clearer stuff in a world that I escape to in fantasy. That way I don't need
to worry about all that crap.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Oct 91 07:07:17 GMT
From: mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Michel Forget)
Subject: Re: Those pesky TSR books - anybody read 'em?

I also had the unfortunate experience of reading a few of the books by TSR.
They were the most boring, pathetic, miserable excuses for a story (not
literature, since they definitely do not aspire toward that) that I have
ever laid eyes on.  I can't believe that TSR had the gall to release such
garbage.  Take the "Darkwalker on Moonshae" trilogy.  The first book wasn't
bad, but it wasn't anything you'd ever bother reading again.  The second
book was something you would regret reading just after closing the last
page.  The third book?  I didn't read it.  Since the other two were so bad,
I didn't see any reason to hope that the third book would make up for the
first two.  The only books worse than the TSR books are the ones written by
Weis and Hickman.  Now those are bad.  Unfortunately, I bought the entire
set at one because they had an interesting plot described on the back
covers.  Little did I know that the plot described would be propelled on
its way by random chance, blind luck, or intervention by the Gods.  There
was nothing logical about these books.  "The Rose Of The Prophet" was
especially confusing.  Pretty much everything the characters thought of as
life was destroyed, but heh, it doesn't matter since the two main
characters loved each other!  Sure...  For some reason, that series had
"deadline" written all over it toward the end.

Of course, everything mentioned above is IM(ns?)HO.  Other people may like
those books, but I really can't see why.

Michel Forget
ersys!mforget@nro.cs.athabascau.ca
mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca

------------------------------

Date:     Wed, 16 Oct 91  15:42:02 EDT
From: ZAK@cu.nih.gov
Subject:  BOXCARS

lb36@prism.gatech.edu (BARNETT,LAURIE J) writes:
> Help!  I've been trying to remember the title of, author of, and/or
> anthology containing a short story that I read many years ago, and I just
> can't quite remember it.  If the following description sounds at all
> familiar to any of you, I would really appreciate it if you could tell me
> what story this was.
>
> This was about a 15-20 page short story, which basically explained the
> age-old phenomenon of when you have been looking and looking for some
> item, and you know that you had already looked for it in a particular
> spot and it wasn't there, but then re-looked there later and found the
> item.
>
> It was the story of a person who accidentally slipped behind the scenes
> of what we see as reality into the "actual reality."  It turned out that
> in actuality, life was a sort of sequence of boxcars, each boxcar
> representing a particular short time period in a person's life.  As time
> progresses, a person is actually walking from one boxcar to the next.
> There are a whole slew of workers responsible for creating the "scenes"
> in each boxcar, and making sure that they are consistent with each other.
> Anyway, the phenomenon of the misplaced item suddenly turning up occurs
> because someone goofed up in one of the boxcars, and forgot to put in the
> "missing item."  The missing item is, however, in the subsequent boxcar,
> which is why it suddenly "turns up."

I'm not sure about a story, but there was an episode in either the
_Amazing_Stories_ or _New_Twilight_Zone_ series that dealt with this idea.
A couple wakes up at 11:37 a.m.  and thinks they're late for work, but down
in the living room, people in blue jumpsuits are "resetting" all the
furniture and putting dust on furniture for the future minute 11:37 a.m.
that morning.  The couple are found by the foreman and the "reality" is
explained to them; they're even shown the parts of 11:37 a.m. that aren't
going to be built because no one will be in that area to experience it
during that minute.  They get to see the beginning of the construction of
Christmas Eve, or some similar date/time.  Finding out that they will have
to stay outside of the "boxcars," the couple hides in a movie box office
until time catches up to them at 11:37.  The foreman has to leave them
there because he's got to be out of that car when time reaches it.  Stuff
disappearing (like the car key example) is explained just as you remember
from the story: by goof-ups in the set decorated of that particular box
car.  The car keys return because someone has caught their mistake and
remembered to put the item in the next boxcar.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Oct 91 04:25:48 GMT
From: wiml@milton.u.washington.edu (William Lewis)
Subject: Re: Anybody know this story?

fscem1@acad3.alaska.edu writes:
>Help!  I read a book years ago, returned it to the library, and have
>_never_ been able to find it again.  I have no idea what the name of it
>is, or who wrote it.  Does anybody recognize this (admittedly rough)
>storyline?
>
>Nuclear war or some equally devastating thing has happened.  A substantial
>number of people have moved underground and set up a civilization.
>Eventually, all the ways back above ground are cut off and to go above is
>equated with death.  Nobody even thinks about doing it.

   I can think of two stories along this line, both of which were in the
children's section of my library whenI read them. "Devil on my back", which
includes mind control/mind access/mental Net access devices on all people
older than childhood; the protagonist's father I think is in charge of
installing these devices on the children (it's a rite of passage, I think).
The adults have to shave their heads for the device to fit. The kid (male)
escapes the city and meets outside a girl who belongs to a group of people
who survived the holocaust. I think the author's name was alphabetically
close to 'J' (from my recollection of the shelving pattern).

  Also, "This time of Darkness", in which two kids, I think male and
female, escape, or at least discover that there *is* an outside (I think
the city's rulers were keeping the lower classes ignorant of this fact).
Similar, presumably, to the book Logan's Run, tho I've only ever seen the
movie for that one.

William Lewis
Seattle, Washington   
wiml@milton.acs.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 91 12:36:00 GMT
From: Marcia Myers <Myers%A1@UTKLIB.BITNET
Subject: Fast-paced books

I requested recommendations regarding fast-paced reading such as that
produced by authors Orson Scott Card, Raymond Feist, Katherine Kurtz, Anne
McCaffrey, Sheri Tepper, and Roger Zelazny in their famous series books.
Listed below are the responses I received - the numbers in ( ) indicate
multiple recommendations for that author/title from among the fifteen
respondents.  This list will provide a source of interesting reading for me
and I hope for you.  Thanks to all respondents.
    
    Asprin, Robert       - The Myth series, Thieves' World series
    Anthony, P.         - Incarnations of Immortality
    Asimov              - Foundation series (2)
    Bradley, M. Z.      - Darkover novels
    Brust, Steven       - Taltos series (3)
    Bujold, Lois M.     - Miles Vorkosigan series (2)
    Cherryh, C.J.       - Alliance/Universe such as _Downbelow_Station_
    Donaldson, S.R.     - Chronicles of Thomas Covenant series (2)
    Eddings, David      - Belgariad series, Mellorean series (2)
    Gemmell, David      - _Knights_of_Dark_Renown_
    Gerrold, David      - Chtorr books
    Hodgell, P.G.       - _Godstalk_ and _Dark_of_the_Moon
    Jordan, Robert      - _The_Dragon_Reborn
    Kay, Guy Gavriel    - Tapestry trilogy
    Kennealy, Patricia  - Keltic saga
    May, Julian         - Saga of the Pliocene Exiles (2)
    Moorcock, Michael   - Elric series
    Niven, David        - any book, especially mentioned
    	                  _Inferno_, _Ringworld_, _Known_Space,
    			  and _Man-Kzin_Wars (2)
    Rawn, Melanie       - Dragon Prince
    Rosenberg, Joel     - Guardians of the Flame series
    Tolkien, J. R.      - Lord of Rings (2)
    Varley, John        - Titan trilogy
    Weis and Hickman    - Drangonlance Chronicles, Darksword trilogy
    Zelazny, Roger      - any book, especially mentioned was
    			  _Lord_of_Light_ (2)
    
Various authors or authors unknown but recommended:
    
   Wildcard series, Reluctant Swordsman trilogy
    
Non-science fiction authors recommended:
    
   Clancy, Tom
   MacDonald, John D. - Travis McGree
   Parker, Robert     - Spencer

------------------------------
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Date: 1 Oct 91 21:57:47 GMT
From: beykema@infonode.ingr.com (Maurice Beyke)
Subject: Re: Stranger In A Strange Land

klm@terminator.cc.umich.edu (Kathy Madison) writes:
>I probably shouldn't post this without looking at home first, but I am
>pretty sure that Jill says something in the beginning (to Mike?) about how
>most of the time when women get raped, they were asking for it but, that
>was the '60's, and that is why I can excuse the comment.

This may draw a lot of flames, but there's a point no one seems to have
made.  There are two interpretations (at least) of the phrase "asking for
it".  The one that everybody assumes is that the person wants it to happen
or somehow deserves it.  Another, I think equally valid, interpretation is
that the person is doing something that may be perfectly within their
rights but is still a stupid thing to do.  For instance, it is perfectly
legal for some negro or hispanic or (insert favorite ethnic group here)
group to go to a Klan rally and make fun of the idiots.  However, if the
rally is out in the country away from law enforcement officials, then the
outcome really shouldn't be a surprise to anyone; the hecklers will be
lucky to escape with their lives and unlikely to escape unscathed.  This is
not "right" or "good" (and the guilty parties definitely need to be
prosecuted as harshly as the law allows, to provide an example to their
fellows), but it IS a fact of the world we live in.

Similarly, if a woman (or anyone else, for that matter) walks through a
dangerous part of town alone and untrained to defend herself, then it
should not be a surprise if she is mugged or raped.  I don't think anyone
will argue that this is not an atrocity (at least anyone I would consider
human), but if you put your hand in the lion's mouth, don't be surprised if
it gets bitten off.  This is what many people mean when they say that
someone is "asking for" something, and is what I understood RAH to mean in
the passage mentioned.

Maurice Beyke
b11!batman!mab
beykema@infonode.ingr.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Oct 91 22:08:37 GMT
From: lfd@cbnewsm.att.com (Lee Derbenwick)
Subject: Heinlein's Women

goodwin@orionsci (Ben Goodwin) writes:
> Gee, I didn't find Heinlein chauvinistic.  I also don't consider him an
> SF-writer.  He's a fantasy writer, because the women in his books have
> never and will never actually exist except in men's fantasies. ;->

Although such women are presumably few and far between, I recall seeing
comments from people who knew the Heinleins to the effect that they found
Virginia Heinlein a very close approximation to his female protagonists.

So we have an existence proof; finding other examples is left as an
exercise for the reader.  :-)

Lee Derbenwick
AT&T Bell Laboratories
Warren, NJ
lfd@cbnewsm.ATT.COM
<wherever>!att!cbnewsm!lfd
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Date: 3 Oct 91 23:57:59 GMT
From: aw1s+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew David Weiland)
Subject: Re: Heinlein's Women

lfd@cbnewsm.att.com (Lee Derbenwick) writes,
>Although such women are presumably few and far between, I recall seeing
>comments from people who knew the Heinleins to the effect that they found
>Virginia Heinlein a very close approximation to his female protagonists.

Nonsense.  There are at least two types of Heinlein woman heroes, even
without counting Belle Gentry and Margrethe.  Now if you were to argue that
there were only two female models, I might agree.

I call the first example Superwoman; the Heinlein competent hero with a
woman's body and a woman's charms.  I think of the second example as the
Camp Follower; whose only skills are a fine body and the ability to stand
by her man.

The Superwoman is more common in Heinlein's later works. Hazel Stone,
Empress Star, Friday, and Maureen Johnson-Smith (Lazarus's mother) are the
best examples.  In the earlier novels, most superwomen were content to
settle down and apparently become Camp Followers once they find the right
man (like Wyoming Knott in "The Moon is a Harsh Mistress").

The Camp Follower is more common in.  Examples are Barbara from "Farnham's
Freehold", all the women in "Stranger", and a host of character-less
sexpots from Heinlein's earlier works.

This is my opinion.  Dare anyone disagree?

Andrew D. M. U. Weiland
aw1s@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Oct 91 21:16:29 GMT
From: caseyh@pro-smof.cts.com (Casey Hamilton)
Subject: Re: Stranger In A Strange Land

How is it that when Heinlein says something as stupid (IMHO) as nine times
out of ten, the woman has asked for it, people fall all over themselves to
rationalize what he probably meant by that, but when OSC has a character
who commits rape when he thinks he's dreaming, people flame all over the
net?  Speaking strictly as a woman who has been the victim of rape, Thomas
Covenant's behavior did not offend me in the least.  The line in _Stranger
in a Strange Land_ *did* offend me.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Oct 91 17:41:20 GMT
From: dougm@hal.com (Doug Moran)
Subject: Re: Heinlein's Women

aw1s+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew David Weiland) writes:
>Nonsense.  There are at least two types of Heinlein woman heroes, even
>without counting Belle Gentry and Margrethe.  Now if you were to argue
>that there were only two female models, I might agree.

There are several that break your mold.

>The Superwoman is more common in Heinlein's later works. Hazel Stone,
>Empress Star, Friday, and Maureen Johnson-Smith (Lazarus's mother) are the
>best examples.  In the earlier novels, most superwomen were content to
>settle down and apparently become Camp Followers once they find the right
>man (like Wyoming Knott in "The Moon is a Harsh Mistress").

I guess it depends on what you mean by "later works."  If we arbitrarily
(and I say this because it was written during the 50s) take STRANGER IN A
STRANGE LAND as the dividing point, then we have quite a few exceptions to
your rule.  For one, Hazel Stone, who first appeared in THE ROLLING STONES.
A few others are Podkayne and her mother, Dr. Martin, co-inventor of the
Douglas/Martin sun-screen from the short "Let There Be Light,", the elderly
female witch from MAGIC, INC, Grace Cormet from "We Also Walk Dogs," Mary
Sperling from "Methuselah's Children," the woman from "Delilah and the
Space Rigger" (whose name escapes me), Carmen Ibanez from STARSHIP TROOPERS
(indeed *all* the female pilots in that novel), Pee Wee from HAVE SPACE
SUIT, WILL TRAVEL, the elderly psychic from "Project Nightmare," all the
women on the starship in TIME FOR THE STARS, and so on.  And that's just
off the top of my head.

And in what way did Wyoming Knott become a "camp follower" in THE MOON IS A
HARSH MISTRESS?  Was she not still in the executive cell after she got
married?  Was she not a congresswoman?  Etc.  (And who was it who ran the
family?  Mimi.)

>The Camp Follower is more common in.  Examples are Barbara from "Farnham's
>Freehold", all the women in "Stranger", and a host of character-less
>sexpots from Heinlein's earlier works.

Could you give an example, please?  More than one, preferably, since you
say there is a "host."

Doug Moran
{...}!hal.com!dougm
dougm@hal.com
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Date: 8 Oct 91 06:26:59 GMT
From: grr@cbmvax.commodore.com (George Robbins)
Subject: Re: Stranger In A Strange Land

caseyh@pro-smof.cts.com (Casey Hamilton) writes:
> How is it that when Heinlein says something as stupid (IMHO) as nine
> times out of ten, the woman has asked for it, people fall all over
> themselves to rationalize what he probably meant by that, but when OSC
> has a character who commits rape when he thinks he's dreaming, people
> flame all over the net?  Speaking strictly as a woman who has been the
> victim of rape, Thomas Covenant's behavior did not offend me in the
> least.  The line in _Stranger in a Strange Land_ *did* offend me.

Because Heinlein's coments/attitudes can not be expected to anticipate /
incorporate all of the last 25 years of discourse on and analysis of rape.
More recent authors are privileged to bear/grapple with this burden.

In particular, I think it is unfair to criticise him for having stepped on
one of the trip wires of today's battle to avoid transfer of guilt to the
victim of a crime.

Personally, I find Heinlein's commentary on rape, homosexuality and male/
female relations and sex to be rather diverse.  I choose to view them as
comments on human nature, somewhat embelished by Heinlein's opinions and
fantasies.

Maybe there is some leap of faith required, maybe an offense done which
allows no reconciliation.  I don't know, I grew up reading his stuff and
know that, while he mey be dead wrong (occasionally), there's simply not an
iota of malign intent in any of his books.  Offending our sensibilities and
pricking at other's illusions of course does not constitute malign
intent.

George Robbins
{uunet|pyramid|rutgers}!cbmvax!grr
grr@cbmvax.commodore.com

------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 91 23:56:41 GMT
From: aw1s+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew David Weiland)
Subject: Re: Heinlein's Women

dougm@hal.com (Doug Moran) responds,
>aw1s+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew David Weiland) writes:
>>The Superwoman is more common in Heinlein's later works. [...]
>
>I guess it depends on what you mean by "later works."  If we arbitrarily
>(and I say this because it was written during the 50s) take STRANGER IN A
>STRANGE LAND as the dividing point, then we have quite a few exceptions to
>your rule.  For one, Hazel Stone, who first appeared in THE ROLLING
>STONES.  A few others are Podkayne and her mother, Dr.  Martin,
>co-inventor of the Douglas/Martin sun-screen from the short "Let There Be
>Light,", the elderly female witch from MAGIC, INC, Grace Cormet from "We
>Also Walk Dogs," Mary Sperling from "Methuselah's Children," the woman
>from "Delilah and the Space Rigger" (whose name escapes me), Carmen Ibanez
>from STARSHIP TROOPERS (indeed *all* the female pilots in that novel), Pee
>Wee from HAVE SPACE SUIT, WILL TRAVEL, the elderly psychic from "Project
>Nightmare," all the women on the starship in TIME FOR THE STARS, and so
>on.  And that's just off the top of my head.

I'd take exception to putting Mary Sperling in that list.  I don't really
consider hosting Lazarus Long and joining a hive conciousness to be
anything "super".

I don't say that all of Heinlein's superwomen were from his later career;
just that she was better developed therein, and not just a problem solver
without a personality.

And i'd place "Podakayne of Mars" at the dividing line between the old and
new Heinlein.

In my opinion, the first embryonic model of the superwoman was Sister
Magdelane from "If This Goes On. . .", one of the first stories Heinlein
wrote.  The name is particuarly ironic when you consider that the other
woman in the story, Sister Judith, was a undeveloped camp follower (there
is only irony if you've read the Dueterocanonicals).

>And in what way did Wyoming Knott become a "camp follower" in THE MOON IS
>A HARSH MISTRESS?  Was she not still in the executive cell after she got
>married?  Was she not a congresswoman?  Etc.  (And who was it who ran the
>family?  Mimi.)

Hmm.  You may be right.

>>The Camp Follower is more common in.  Examples are Barbara from
>>"Farnham's Freehold", all the women in "Stranger", and a host of
>>character-less sexpots from Heinlein's earlier works.
>
>Could you give an example, please?  More than one, preferably, since you
>say there is a "host."

None of them are extremely memorable.  In fact, you could make a case for
the Superwoman as a fully developed character before the Camp Follower
(Heinlein certainly seemed more interested in the former).

Andrew D. M. U. Weiland
aw1s@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 8 Oct 91 21:15:44 GMT
From: JAHB@ns.cc.lehigh.edu (Jennifer A. Heise)
Subject: RE: Heinlein's Women

I've always worked under the theory that Heinlein in later years became a
female chauvinist pig/sow.  FCP's are noted for the attitude expressed in
the quotes: "They've found something to do the work of ten men - one
woman," and "A woman can do anything a man can do - and give birth at the
same time"; in other words, they believe women are superior to men.
 However, since they are superior to men, they believe women should take
care of men, up to and including pampering their fragile little egos with
the idea that they (the men) are great big howling superheroes and that
they (the men) are running the world.  In this scenario, a feminist is
actually a sort of failed woman - she has to use male tactics to get what
she wants.  A real woman can do anything - but she cleverly uses men to do
the dirty work or trains and delegates them to do what she's too busy for.
This sort of woman is common in Thurber and Kipling, as well as Heinlein.
You can tell them by the air of smugness they add to their (assumed)
subservience, as well as their competence.  Her Wisdom is a wonderful
example of one such lady. So is the female protaganist in _Star_Beast_.

Jennifer Heise
Reference Dept.,            
Fairchild-Martindale Libraries #8A
Lehigh University                     
Bethlehem, PA 18015
(215)758-3072
Bitnet: jahb@lehigh
Internet: jahb@ns.cc.lehigh.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Oct 91 15:45:17 GMT
From: grr@cbmvax.commodore.com (George Robbins)
Subject: Re: Heinlein's Women

JAHB@NS.CC.LEHIGH.EDU (Jennifer A. Heise) writes:
>I've always worked under the theory that Heinlein in later years became a
>female chauvinist pig/sow.  FCP's are noted for the attitude expressed in
>the quotes: "They've found something to do the work of ten men - one
>woman," and "A woman can do anything a man can do - and give birth at the
>same time"; in other words, they believe women are superior to men.
>
> However, since they are superior to men, they believe women should take
>care of men, up to and including pampering their fragile little egos with
>the idea that they (the men) are great big howling superheroes and that
>they (the men) are running the world.  In this scenario, a feminist is
>actually a sort of failed woman - she has to use male tactics to get what
>she wants.  A real woman can do anything - but she cleverly uses men to do
>the dirty work or trains and delegates them to do what she's too busy for.
>This sort of woman is common in Thurber and Kipling, as well as Heinlein.
>You can tell them by the air of smugness they add to their (assumed)
>subservience, as well as their competence.  Her Wisdom is a wonderful
>example of one such lady. So is the female protaganist in _Star_Beast_.

I think this is a rather negative view of the situation.  I think RAH goes
to considerable pains to show that women are of equal competence as men,
and depending on individual merit may be superior or inferior.  He also
holds to the notion that equal competence does not necessarily bear
directly on sex related behavior/motivations, be they innate or culturally
determined.  If by "her wisdom" you're referring to the female protagonist
in Glory Road, it is exactly this dualism that is being explored (in the
conclusion), it the tale of the tennis pro and female executive, they may
seem on similar footing in a limited sphere, but the pro is going to get a
real shock in dealing with the executive in the fullness of here life.

The traditional cliche solution is to get the executive lovestruck,
pregnant and abandoning her career.  Do you really object to RAH leaving
the pro the rough end of the stick?  Either grow to fill the role or take a
hike, his choice.  As far as the snugness, seems to me like simple role
reversal, a mirror of kept women being smug about their position and the
male they've caught.

Perhaps RAH gets too cute, but the message is clear - If you think that
women are dumb bimbos whose only role is the gratify male egos and desires,
you'd better think harder.  But he is also saying that you'd better think
harder if you think human sex roles and motivations are nothing but a
cultural veneer that would vanish in some idealized world.

George Robbins
{uunet|pyramid|rutgers}!cbmvax!grr
grr@cbmvax.commodore.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Oct 91 21:02:19 GMT
From: wc8386@carr.yorku.ca (Jason Rheubottom)
Subject: Heinlein info...

   I seem to recall someone in this posting asking for information about
Heinlein.  Recently, while browsing thru my local library (is this a sport
with university students, or what?) I found two books about Heinlein that
contained lists of his works.  Here are all the vital statistics about
them:

Howard Bruce Franklin. ** *Robert A. Heinlein: America as Science
Fiction.*** New York: Oxford University Press, 1980. - Checklist of works
by R.A.H. pp. 214-219.

Robert Heinlein. ***Grumbles from the Grave.*** New York: Ballantine Books,
c1989, 1990.

"Grumbles from the Grave" is a collection of Heinlein's private
correspondence, and contains a _very_ complete list of works.  It is also
edited by his wife, so she should know.  It also contains unpublished
Heinlein, so what more could you ask?

------------------------------
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                        White & Request Answer & 
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                        Basement Full of Books & Request

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Mon, 4 Nov 91 08:00:52 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Subject: Administrivia

It is time once again for the monthly reminders:

Problems, administrative questions, and requests for addition or removal to
the mailing list should always be sent to SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
Submissions for the digest are to be sent to SF-LOVERS@RUTGERS.EDU
***ONLY***.  Error messages, particularly those generated automatically by
mailers, should always go to SF-LOVERS-ERRORS@RUTGERS.EDU which is the
address specified in the "Errors-To:" field.

If you have information about a convention that you wish to have listed in
the convention listings maintained in the archives, you can send complete
information to SF-LOVERS-CONS@RUTGERS.EDU and it will be included in the
listings as soon as possible.  Information should be sent at least one
month prior to the date of the convention in order to insure that it is
listed in time.

Unfortunately, due to the large volume of mail that I receive every day,
messages sent to the wrong address will be unprocessed.

------------------------------

Date: Tue, 29 Oct 91 15:32 CST
From: Doug Thomas <DTHOMAS@vx.acs.umn.edu>
Subject: Asimov

I am currently working on an essay dealing with Asimov's _Foundation_
trilogy as it relates to concepts of fascism, political change and
resistance to fascism.  Is there anyone out there who may have had similar
thoughts on the subject (or now that I have said it, have light bulbs going
off?)  Any comments, or questions, will be helpful and appreciated.

For those interested, the project utilizes Deleuze and Guattari's
_Anti-Oedipus_ in combination with dissipative sstenm[sic] systems theory
to try to argue for SF literature as a source of resistance to fascistic
practices.

Doug

------------------------------

Date: Tue, 29 Oct 91 12:38 EST
From: mtgzy!ecl (Evelyn C Leeper +1 908 957 2070)
Cc: Stewart Crall <ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu>
Subject: re: Cambell

> I have 4 books by John Cambell about Arcot, Ward, Morley, and company.
> The titles are
>    The Black Star Passes
>    Islands of Space
>    The Planeteers
>    Invaders from the Infinite
> Can anybody tell me what order they should be read in?

I only know for these three:
   1. Black Star Passes
   2. Islands of Space
   3. Invaders from the Infinite

I *suspect* that THE PLANETEERS is an abridged version of one of these
(since it was half of an Ace Double), but I'll have to try to dig out my
copy and see.

> I read "Invaders" as a child, and thought it was pretty awesome.

I read the three I listed in junior high, and *loved* them.  They, and THE
MOON IS HELL, are among the earliest SF I can remember reading (along with
the Mushroom Planet books and the Lucky Starr books).  In fact, these three
are the first science fiction books I ever bought.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date:    Sun, 3 Nov 1991 21:34:15 -0500 (EST)
From: J_DELANO1@unhh.unh.edu (SANADA SHIRO)
Subject: William Gibson's shorts

   The frontispiece of _Burning Chrome_ gives some publication information
for the stories contained within.  For the ones in Omni, however (and
indeed for all of them) only the date is given.  For Omni it has something
like Hinterlands, Red Star, Winter Orbit, etc. copyright 1981,1984,1985.
The number of years cited does not sync with the stories, i.e. four years
but five stories.
   So, does anyone have any original publication dates for the stories in
_Burning Chrome_?
   Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: Tue, 29 Oct 91 12:22:28 PST
From: Don't Panic!  29-Oct-1991 1523 <marotta@hannah.enet.dec.com>
Subject: Stephen King's Halloween Treat

Gack, ptuiii!  To get the taste of that last message out of my mouth, so to
speak, here is some GOOD NEWS!

I bought the new Stephen King novel, "Needful Things," at the bookstore
last Friday.  I am thoroughly enjoying it!  This is one hardcover I am glad
I got!  I don't think I would be spoiling it to describe it as having some
of the same characteristics as Ray Bradbury's "Something Wicked This Way
Comes," in that the people of a small town begin to get things they really
want.  And it's a real shopper's delight, because sometimes when you really
want something badly enough, you're willing to pay the price!

For those well-read in King's treasure trove of fiction, this is "The Last
Story in Castle Rock," so if you have read "The Body," "Dead Zone," or
"Tommyknockers," some of the characters have returned for more than cameo
appearances.  Great fun, a lot of laughs, and chilling plot twists
appropriate to these nights where darkness falls early and Halloween
approaches!

I know King doesn't need people like me selling his books for him, but I am
so very glad I found this prize for reading this week!

Happy shopping (hee-hee-hee)!

------------------------------

Date: Tue, 29 Oct 91 10:53 EST
From: mtgzy!ecl (Evelyn C Leeper +1 908 957 2070)
Subject: THE SILENT STARS GO BY by James White

		   THE SILENT STARS GO BY by James White
		 Del Rey, 1991, ISBN 0-345-37110-0, $5.99.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   Healer Nolan is about to set forth on a starship to a new world.  Using
cold sleep, ten thousand colonists will travel to a new world.  Led by the
Kingdom of Hiberia, the voyage is a joint venture with the Royal Court of
Tenochtitlan, the Redmen of the West, and the courts of Cathay and Nippon.
Because of rivalries and intrigues, however, Nolan is forced into a role he
never expected.

   Yes, it's an alternate history - but why?  (The answer that White is
Irish and wanted to postulate a world in which the Irish are the
super-power is not acceptable.)  Because the ship takes off fairly early,
there isn't enough time spent on the alternate Earth to use the background
to its fullest, and the intrigues after the ship takes off could have been
grounded in some future of ours, not in an alternate past.  The space
travel adventure story is certainly strong enough to stand on its own, and
the alternate history just necessitates long expository passages about the
history that led to this world.  And the epilogue is the straw that breaks
the camel's back for the alternate history element.

   Now what White *should* have done (in my not-so-humble opinion) would
have been to write two novels, one set on the alternate Earth and stressing
that part of the story, and one stressing the story of the spaceship
traveling to a distant star system.  They could even have been issued as a
Tor Double.

   Because the adventure element, particularly the trek across an alien
planet, is more than enough to make up for the shortcomings of (or short
shrift given to) the alternate history plot.  White does a good job with
his many characters and their situation and manages to provide an enjoyable
story that keeps you involved.  So I recommend THE SILENT STARS GO BY as a
space adventure novel, even though the alternate history elements make it
drag at times.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date:         Fri, 25 Oct 91 14:42:46 EDT
From: Bill Turner - Cornell University Library <WRT@cornellc.cit.cornell.edu>
Subject:      Tom Swift request answer
To: Jim Love <jeteye@cbl.umd.edu>

The library I work in has two excellent books on the Stratmeyer syndicate,
both of which I happen to have read recently.

_Tom Swift @ Company_ (subtitle: "Boys' Books" by Stratemeyer and Others)
John T. Dizer Jr. (McFarland & Co., Box 611, Jefferson, NC 28640), 1982.

_The Secret of the Stratemeyer Syndicate_ (subtitle: Nancy Drew, the Hardy
Boys, and the Million Dollar Fiction Factory) Carol Billman (Ungar
Publishing Co., NY), 1986).

Of course the one you want is the first, if you only care about Tom Swift.

The Tom Swift checklist (taken from Dizer):

Tom Swift

1. and His Motor Cycle; or, Fun and Adventure on the Road. 1910
2. and His Motor Boat; or, The Rivals of Lake Carlopa. 1910
3. and His Airship; or, The Stirring Cruise of the Red Cloud. 1910
4. and His Submarine Boat; or, Under the Ocean for Sunken Treasure. 1910
5. and His Electric Runabout; or, The Speediest Car on the Road. 1910
6. and His Wireless Message; or, The Castaways of Earthquake Island. 1911
7. Among the Diamond Makers; or, The Secret of Phantom Mountain. 1911
8. in the Caves of Ice; or, The Wreck of the Airship. 1911
9. and His Sky Racer; or, The Quickest Flight on Record. 1911
10. and His Electric Rifle; or, Daring Adventures in Elephant Land. 1911
11. in the City of Gold; or, Marvelous Adventures Underground. 1912
12. and His Air Glider; or, Seeking the Platinum Treasure. 1912
13. in Captivity; or, A Daring Escape by Airship. 1912
14. and His Wizard Camera; or, The Perils of Moving Picture Taking. 1912
15. and His Great Searchlight; or, On the Border for Uncle Sam. 1912
16. and His Giant Cannon; or, The Longest Shots on Record. 1913.
17. and His Photo Telephone; or, The Picture That Saved a Fortune. 1914
18. and His Aerial Warship; or, The Naval Terror of the Seas. 1915
19. and His Big Tunnel; or, The Hidden City of the Andes. 1916
20. in the Land of Wonders; or, The Search for the Idol of Gold. 1917
21. and His War Tank; or, Doing His Best for Uncle Sam. 1918
22. and His Air Scout; or, Uncle Sam's Mastery of the Sky. 1919
23. and His Undersea Search; or, The Treasure on the Floor of the Atlantic.
    1920
24. Among the Fire Fighters; or, Battling with Flames from the Air. 1921
25. and His Electric Locomotive; or, Two Miles a Minute on the Rails. 1922
26. and His Flying Boat; or, The Castaways of the Giant Iceberg. 1923
27. and His Great Oil Gushers; or, The Treasure of Goby Farm. 1924
28. and His Chest of Secrets; or, Tracing the Stolen Inventions. 1925
29. and His Airline Express; or, From Ocean to Ocean by Daylight. 1926
30. Circling the Globe; or, The Daring Cruise of the Air Monarch. 1927
31. and His Talking Pictures; or, The Greatest Invention on Record. 1928
32. and His House on Wheels; or, a Trip to the Mountain of Mystery. 1929
33. and His Big Dirigible; or, Adventures Over the Forest of Fire. 1930
34. and His Sky Train; or, Overland Through the Clouds. 1931
35. and His Giant Magnet; or, Bringing Up the Lost Submarine. 1932
36. and His Television Detector; or, Trailing the Secret Plotters. 1933
37. and His Ocean Airport; or, Foiling the Haargolanders. 1934
38. and His Planet Stone; or, Discovering the Secret of Another World. 1935
39. and His Giant Telescope. 1939
40. and His Magnetic Silencer. 1941

Tom Swift, Jr.

 1. and His Flying Lab. 1954
 2. and His Jetmarine. 1954
 3. and His Rocket Ship. 1954
 4. and His Giant Robot. 1954
 5. and His Atomic Earth Blaster. 1954
 6. and His Outpost in Space. 1955
 7. and His Diving Seacopter. 1956
 8. in the Caves of Nuclear Fire. 1956
 9. on the Phantom Satellite. 1956
10. and His Ultrasonic Cycloplane. 1957
11. and His Deep-Sea Hydrodome. 1958
12. in the Race to the Moon. 1958
13. and His Space Solartron. 1958
14. and His Electronic Retroscope. 1959
15. and His Spectromarine Selector. 1960
16. and the Cosmic Astronauts. 1960
17. and the Visitor from Planet X. 1961
18. and the Electronic Hydrolung. 1961
19. and His Triphibian Atomicar. 1962
20. and His Megascope Space Prober. 1962
21. and the Asteroid Pirates. 1963
22. and His Repelatron Skyway. 1963
23. and His Aquatomic Tracker. 1964
24. and His 3-D Telejector. 1964
25. and His Polar-Ray Dynasphere. 1965
26. and His Sonic Boom Trap. 1965
27. and His Subocean Geotron. 1966
28. and the Mystery Comet. 1966
29. and the Captive Planetoid. 1967
30. and His G-Force Inverter. 1968
31. and His Dyna-4 Capsule. 1969
32. and His Cosmotron Express. 1970
33. and the Galaxy Ghosts. 1971

Now, there was another series in the 1980's, and there is yet another going
on right now (I believe there are 3 books out so far). I don't have
information on them.

------------------------------

Date:     Tue, 29 Oct 91 15:03 EDT
From: <LAMBERT_@ctstateu.bitnet>
Subject:  Re: Those pesky TSR books...

mforget@ersys.edmonton.ab.ca (Michel Forget) writes:
>I also had the unfortunate experience of reading a few of the books by
>TSR.  They were the most boring, pathetic, miserable excuses for a story
>(not literature, since they definitely do not aspire toward that) that I
>have ever laid eyes on... The only books worse than the TSR books are the
>ones written by Weis and Hickman.  Now those are bad.

The only D&D books I've read were the first one-and-a-half books of the
first Weis/Hickman trilogy. IMHO, Blech. I've always felt Weis and Hickman
were to fantasy what roadkill was to driving... you see it, you're
disgusted by it, and once in a while you accidentally read it.

Some people have told me that the books not by those two are pretty good,
and since there are about 10,000 of them, there's a chance that a couple
might be worthwile, but I for one avoid the entire section.

------------------------------

Date:    Thu, 31 Oct 91 15:55 EST
From: Sheri R. Anderson                        <FTT@nccibm1.bitnet>
Subject: TSR Books

Adam Williams writes:
> The thing that finally ended it for me was when I got `Darkness & Light'
> out of the library. This was possibly the most uninteresting book ever
> written. Almost no byplay between Sturm and Kitiara and absolutely no
> rationale for why she killed him on the tower of (?) (she was supposed to
> love him). The `funny' gnomes were clones of the gully dwarves and kender
> humour seen earlier and then there was the marvellous pseudoscience.

No reason was given in "Darkness and Light" as to why Kit killed Sturm
because the two events being refered to had NOTHING IN COMMON.

First of all D&L was part of the Dragonlance Preludes Trilogy which is set
5 years prior to the events of the Cronicles.  All D&L intended to do was
to attempt to explain what happened to both Sturm and Kitiara after they
left the companions that they were both unable to talk about it.

Don't forget, Kitiara was a Mercinary and out for nothing but POWER.  She
joined the Dragonarmy of Takisis because she believed they would bring her
power.  Sturm, as one of the knights, stood in the way of her queen's
victory, so, she killed him.

Of all the TSR books I have read to date, the only ones I have enjoyed are
the Dragonlance Saga.  Now, I will admit that theses books are not on par
with LofTR or Peirs Anthony (sp) but I find them enjoyable.  They give me
just what I look for when I read a book, a light and simply enjoyable story
that I can escape from reality with.

I read Shadowdale and about 1/2 of Tantris before I gave up on those books
because they were just too 'dry' to read.  I am about to start TSRs first
book in their Ravenloft series of books (and this is not part of any
trilogy)

Sheri R. Anderson
ftt@nccibm1.bitnet

------------------------------

Date: Sun, 27 Oct 91 00:18:26 PDT
From: mcintyre@cpac.washington.edu
Subject: Basement Full of Books

Release 5.1 of the Basement Full of Books list is now available.
 
New to the list: Alan E. Nourse.  Other authors include Coulson, DeWeese,
Ellison, Gunn, Haldeman, Hecht & Teresi, Hood, McIntyre, Plowright, Stith,
Swigart, Taylor, Wilhelm, Wolfe, Yolen, Zebrowski.
 
The list is available on request from mcintyre@yang.cpac.washington.edu
 
Vonda N. McIntyre

------------------------------

Date: Tue, 29 Oct 91 12:49:02 cdt
From: "Finagle, etc. (Durflinger,Edward M)" <DURFLING@grin1.bitnet>
Subject: Request

Has anyone else out there read an avant-garde sf/postmoderist collection of
stories entitled _My Cousin, My Gastroenterologist_? It was a very
interesting and dense piece of work, and I can't recollect the author's
name.  I'd be interested in hearing people's reactions to it, and whether
or not anyone else has read anything by that author.

Edward Durflinger
Box 4-66
Grinnell College
Grinnell, Iowa 
50112DURFLING@GRIN1.BITNET

------------------------------
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Date: Mon, 25 Nov 91 08:00:52 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-request@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Administrivia - NEW ADDRESSES

Many of you have written over the last two weeks wondering what's happened
to Sf-Lovers Digest.  It's nice to know that one is missed so much.  There
have been a lot of things going on in the past few weeks and no Digest has
been produced since November 4 (Issue #442).  

As you may remember, over the summer there was a long discussion relating
to a vote that was taking place in the USEnet newsgroup rec.arts.sf-lovers.
The vote, in summary, was to decide whether or not the group should be
split up into several new groups.  Long time readers will remember that
Sf-Lovers Digest has been linked to the news groups for many years so when
the vote passed and rec.arts.sf-lovers was deleted and replaced by several
new groups, the link between the Digest and the news groups was broken.
This occurred around October 15.

I've spent some fair amount of time over the last month analyzing the
situation and trying to decide if the Digest should go off on its own or if
a way should be found to re-link the Digest with the new groups.  As it
turns out, over the past two weeks I haven't received enough submissions
from people to put out a Digest.  In addition, the Digests that were sent
out since October 15 when the link was broken were made up mostly of
messages received from the USEnet before the break.

Thus, it was clear that the link needed to be restored if the Digest was
going to be published at any sort of frequency better than once a month.  I
personally felt that for a medium such as electronic mail, once a month was
too infrequent to get up-to-date information about television shows, films,
books, etc.  And so, I went about trying to re-establish the link and to
come up with ways for mail from the Internet to get into the appropriate
news group where the discussion is happening.

As a result, several new addresses have been created replacing the old
address for submissions.  In addition, to accomodate people who reply to
the digest and for those that have "digest splitters", there is an
additional header being inserted into the Digest as well as each individual
message that mailers can read and interpret so that replies will be
directed to the appropriate place (hopefully).  This is the "Reply-To:"
header.  It would be greatly appreciated by your moderator (and the people
on USEnet) if you would honor the addresses specified in the header.

Submissions for the digest are to be sent to the appropriate address from
the list given below:

       Topic				Address
       -----				-------

       Written SF			sf-lovers-written@rutgers.edu
       Sf on Television			sf-lovers-tv@rutgers.edu
       Sf Films				sf-lovers-movies@rutgers.edu
       General discussions that don't
         fit specifically in the other
         topic headings 		sf-lovers-misc@rutgers.edu

As you can see, these topic separations match the way the Digest has been
produced for several years - split up by major topic.  As new groups are
added on the USEnet side, they may be included in the Digest and new
addresses may be added to accomodate them.

Problems, administrative questions, and requests for addition or removal to
the mailing list should still be sent to SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
Error messages, particularly those generated automatically by mailers,
should always go to SF-LOVERS-ERRORS@RUTGERS.EDU which is the address
specified in the "Errors-To:" field.

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: Wed, 20 Nov 91 14:33:14 EST
From: TFV0@ns.cc.lehigh.edu (Theodore Franklin Vaida ][)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Ring of Charon

Ring of Charon, The
Tor / Tom Doherty Associates, Inc.
$4.95

*** SPOILER WARNING, SOME PLOT POINTS ARE PARTIALLY REVEALED***

(Incidentally, this is a critical writing.  I'd like to apologize to any
toes/persons who feel stepped upon by my writing beforehand, this is my
opinion of this book, please feel free to respond with your own.)

I recently finished this book, and I would like to discuss its
merits/shortcomings.  Allthough I am not a professional writer, I would
like to say that this was not a very good book, the ending left much to be
desired, and the confusing array of characters simply left me empty.  Allen
described the process of the Charonian takeover with too much depth, and
too little substance.  I felt that the whole story only existed only
because of the details and the concept of giant VonNewman seedship machines
who can work with gravitational forces.  The characters were presented in a
dull, cardboard cut-out style, totally emotionless and boring little
puppets.  Most of all, the ending seemed to be a last second "I've got to
finish for the deadline" ending, leaving gaps you could drive a singularity
through, where there could have been a handoff to a fairly good serial.

The concept of VonNewman seedship machines integrating their biological
cargo in millions of years is interesting, it is unfortunate that Allen
only did half the job in explaining about it, perhaps it would have been
better if he had written the story in totally one side at a time, thereby
making the transitions smoother.  Often I felt whip-lashed when the scene
changed back and forth.  It is definitely readable but, certainly it could
be better.

------------------------------

Date:    Tue, 5 Nov 1991 15:11:08 -0500 (EST)
From: J_DELANO@unhh.unh.edu (JEFFREY MARK DELANO)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Gods Themselves

   On the copyright page of _The Gods Themselves_ are three entries, two in
Galaxy and one in Worlds of If.  Apparently, this represents three parts of
one story.  Are these three parts the three sections of _The Gods
Themselves_ or three parts of the short story that _The Gods Themselves_
was expanded from?

J_Delano@unhh.unh.edu

------------------------------

Date: Fri, 15 Nov 91 11:01 EST
From: ecl@mtgzy.att.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: THE TIME OF THE FOX by Matthew J. Costello

		THE TIME OF THE FOX by Matthew J. Costello
		   ROC, 1990, ISBN 0-451-45041-8, $4.50.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   Graduate student Jim Tiber wants to use the time machine he's just heard
about at Columbia to go back and gather information on whatever or whoever
influenced the Beatles to rise from mediocrity to one of the most important
musical influences of our time.  (This is Tiber's theory, not mine - take
up any disagreements with him.)  But just as he is about to discover the
secret in Hamburg in 1962, he finds himself thrown back in time to Rommel's
North Africa campaign.  But Rommel isn't losing the way he should be - he's
winning!

   Okay, it's another alternate history story, but even I probably would
not have read it if I weren't doing research for someone assembling an
annotated list of alternate history stories.  First of all, the fact that
it's "Time Warrior 1" means that you know ahead of time there will be no
resolution, just a set-up for a sequel.  And the North African campaign is
not a period in history that I have great interest in.  The latter meant
that I couldn't always follow what the differences were in what was
happening, but since the book is obviously aimed at people who know that
time period well (Matt Costello used to review games - and may still for
all I know) and gamers WOULD know this period, I could live with that.
(For example, I could have sworn that Tiber was surprised that Rommel
wasn't attacking Tobruk where he was supposed to have lost, but Rommel TOOK
Tobruk in our world - and later lost it - so I must have remembered wrong.)
What is more difficult to live with is the way the rules seem to bend as
the plot requires.  The scientists in the present are in a specially
shielded building which protects their memories if the past is changed.
Yet somehow they can get information about the current present in as well.
And though they claim they can't bring people back to the present from the
past, they manage to move Tiber around when the plot requires.  And even
the North Africa campaign gets buried under other plotlines involving
another set of time travelers, art thefts, and various other attempts to
change history.

   Unless you're a hard-core Rommel fan, give this one a miss.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: Mon, 18 Nov 91 13:42 EST
From: ecl@mtgzy.att.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: WHO'S AFRAID OF BEOWULF? by Tom Holt

		   WHO'S AFRAID OF BEOWULF? by Tom Holt
	       Ace, 1991 (1989c), ISBN 0-441-88591-8, $4.50
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   Since I thought Holt's EXPECTING SOMEONE TALLER was the funniest writing
since Anna Russell summarized the Ring, I eagerly awaited this book, which
was actually first published before EXPECTING SOMEONE TALLER.  Was I
disappointed?  Well, I hoped for (expected?) a 10 and got only a 9, so in a
sense I was.  I guess what I'm saying is that you *can* finish your
breakfast before rushing out to buy this book.

   One thing it has going for it (in addition to Holt's style, of course)
is that it is not a prequel, sequel, coquel, or in any other way related to
EXPECTING SOMEONE TALLER.  No Norse gods inhabit WHO'S AFRAID OF BEOWULF?,
just Vikings, chthonic spirits, and the odd sorcerer or two.  Oh, yes, and
an archaeologist to serve as the "straight man" (or in this case, "straight
woman," and the reference is theatrical, not sexual).  Not surprisingly,
having all these beings from a thousand or more years ago running around in
20th Century England causes some difficulty.  (Even in Scotland, they're a
bit outre', but in London, they're real standouts.)  But they adapt
surprisingly well - the sorcerers are even running a multi-national, which
probably surprises no one.

   In short, Holt was *not* a one-cook author and shows promise of becoming
the best fantasy humorist around.  Buy this book!

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: Thu, 21 Nov 91 09:36 EST
From: ecl@mtgzy.att.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ALIEN TONGUE by Stephen Leigh

		       ALIEN TONGUE by Stephen Leigh
	     Bantam Spectra, 1991, ISBN 0-553-28875-X, $4.99.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   This second entry in Bantam Spectra's "Next Wave" series is not up to
the first (RED GENESIS by S. C. Sykes).  Perhaps it's that the aliens are
unconvincing - as several people have pointed out, the odds seem against a
race which cannot lie ever achieving a high level of technology or
sophistication.  It isn't helped by Asimov's opening essay, in which he
claims that of course an alien race that discovered Earth would make
contact and explore, because we always had.  1) We didn't always - the
Chinese at one point decided to pull back, burn their navy, and give up
exploring.  2) They're *aliens*.  The whole point of the book is that
aliens are different from us, they have different thought processes, they
have different priorities.  (This of course also means my first complaint
may not be completely valid, but all I can say is that Leigh doesn't
convince *me*.)  Rudy Rucker seems to grasp Leigh's concept of alien in his
afterword better, at any rate.  But in addition to the unconvincing aliens,
the love story lathered on top was totally unnecessary and seemed like mere
padding.

   But ALIEN TONGUE does continue "The Next Wave"'s mission of science
fiction with ideas, having as its plot interstellar travel and first
contact.  And Leigh, on the whole, handles the psychology of an avian race
well.  Because of this, I would say that ALIEN TONGUE was an acceptable
read - not great, but reasonable for a plane flight or the beach.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date:         Thu, 14 Nov 91 18:20:11 EST
From: Stewart Crall <ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu>
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject:      Modesitt

Modesitt is a guy to look out for.  I just read his "Fires of Paratime",
after being led to him through "Magic of Recluse".  "Fires" was released a
few years before "Magic", and it is rougher, but it is still very good.
The problem with it is that the ending comes up very suddenly, and I get
the feeling that the author had a much bigger conception than he was able
to put on paper.  But it is really nice to read for its reasoning
characters.  Fires has a predatory time-travel society like Asimov's "End
of Eternity" did, and it doesn't break new ground, but it is fun to read in
a lensman-like space opera way.  Naming the characters after Norse gods
(although I couldn't figure out why one was named after the final battle)
leads me to think he was aiming to try to equal Zelazny what with the
every-day-people as gods and goddesses.

------------------------------

Date:         Mon, 18 Nov 91 22:29:20 EST
From: Stewart Crall <ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu>
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject:      Modesitt

I've found yet another book by Modesitt: "Dawn for a Distant Earth".  This
book seems very hurried, and it reads like an unfleshed comic book, but it
does have a matter of fact writing manner which I like a lot.

It has a really silly story.  Earth now has a destroyed envronment, and
evolution or something has developed supermen called "devilkids" who speak
like the Johny Weissmueller Tarzan, and after a couple years of modern
education become the best students and pilots in the galactic empire.  But
because of their ability, and the jealousness of other officers, they are
always relegated to the backward Earth they came from.  So they set about
terraforming the Earth to the way it originally was, but they have to play
quartermaster games to get the equipment, and this is the action of this
book.  Because they are on such a backward planet, advancement in the
military hierarchy is very slow for the officers sent back to Earth, but
since, surprise, the devilkids are virtually immortal, it looks as if
seniority will soon put them in charge of the galactic patrol, in fact the
next book looks as if it will have the top devilkid, who has been assigned
off the Earth for the first time in 60 years, start a big combat career at
an age where most officers would consider retiring, or at least a desk job.

It is also annoying how the women come on to the top devilkid.  It is all
used to turn him into a comic book superhero, and it is very sparsely done.
However the author is quite entertaining, and he does quite a bit in spite
of the sparseness of this book.  Modesitt has a good sense of continuing
forward even though it is not as perfect and fully fleshed as it might be.
With a couple more drafts, it might have become a very good book.

------------------------------

Date:    Mon, 04 Nov 91 11:35 CST
From: P30GDS1@niu.bitnet
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Info on Robert Moore Williams, please...

Could someone out there help me with information about Robert Moore
Williams?  I have been working on an essay on his works for some time now,
and I have most of his Ace Doubles at least.  Does he have any survivors or
friends who would like to talk about him?  Anthing would be appreciated.

Gary Shank
P30GDS1@NIU.BITNET

------------------------------

Date:     Mon, 04 Nov 91 15:49:19 PST
From: RSS@calstate.bitnet  (Richard S. Smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject:  Book Request - "He, She, or It"

I recently heard a review on NPR about a new book called "He, She, or It",
or something pretty close to that.  I didn't get the author's name, though.
The reviewer described it as a Cyberpunk story with some rather interesting
Jewish themes running through it.

Can anyone give me the scoop on this?  The correct title and name of the
author would be greatly appreciated.  Any thoughts or opinions on the book
itself would also be welcome.

Richard Smith
RSS@calstate.bitnet

------------------------------

Date:         Fri, 15 Nov 91 09:42:55 GMT
From: C2DURU@freccl11.bitnet
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject:      Request

Help, please: a friend of mine has read a book from which he cannot
remember neither the title, nor the author.

It was about a human who is lost on a far planet with quite humanoid
extra-terrestrials, and he is used as a slave (because he is not completely
physically like these ETs), although he has a high position among the
slaves. And one day, he hears of monsters who would have appeared in a
city, quite far from where he is, and he understands that these monsters
are other humans, who are here with a spaceship. So he tries to go to this
city...  My friend has not totally read the book, and he would like to find
it back, to finish it.

Thanks if you can remember the title or the author (I know the story given
is quite poor and common, all the more as I am not in an English speaking
country, and so my English is not perfect.  To be in France has other
disavantadges about SF - some SF-books arrive in France about 4 years after
having been published in US ).
                              
Emmanuel Duru.
Ecole Centrale de Lyon
36 Avenue Guy de Collongue
69130 - Ecully            
France                    

------------------------------
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                     Friedman (2 msgs) & Lansdale & Piercy &
                     Perry Rhodan

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Wed, 27 Nov 91 08:00:52 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-request@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Clarification

I'd like to clarify something that I may not have explained properly in my
last message.  SF-Lovers Digest is a fanzine that is distributed via the
electronic network.  It is comprised of mail messages that discuss SF in
all of its forms - books, movies, television, conventions, etc.  If you are
a subscriber to SF-Lovers Digest, you get all of the Digest issues that are
published (mail daemons willing).  You do not need to subscribe to
sf-lovers-movies, or sf-lovers-written, et al., you only need to subscribe
to SF-Lovers Digest.

The addresses given in the last Digest (and repeated below) are the
addresses that you need to use in order to send a submission to the Digest
to appear in a later issue.  These messages, through the special addresses,
are also passed into the USEnet newsgroups.  These newsgroups are separate
and distinct from the Digest although a gateway is maintained (where
possible).  The special addresses help to facilitate the gateway and allow
the messages to be transmitted automatically.

Problems, administrative questions, and requests for addition or removal to
the mailing list should always be sent to SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
Error messages, particularly those generated automatically by mailers,
should always go to SF-LOVERS-ERRORS@RUTGERS.EDU which is the address
specified in the "Errors-To:" field.

Submissions for the digest are to be sent to the appropriate address from
the list given below:

       Topic				Address
       -----				-------

       Written SF			sf-lovers-written@rutgers.edu
       Sf on Television			sf-lovers-tv@rutgers.edu
       Sf Films				sf-lovers-movies@rutgers.edu
       General discussions that don't
         fit specifically in the other
         topic headings 		sf-lovers-misc@rutgers.edu
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Date: Mon, 25 Nov 91 12:43 EST
From: mtgzy!ecl (Evelyn C Leeper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: KINSHIP WITH THE STARS by Poul Anderson

		  KINSHIP WITH THE STARS by Poul Anderson
		   Tor, 1991, ISBN 0-812-51814-4, $3.99.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   These nine stories from the 1950s and 1960s are not Anderson's best.
True, Anderson on an off day is at least as good as many authors on their
best day.  And you probably already have the best Anderson, given that he
(and Harlan Ellison) have collected more Hugos than anyone else (at least
in the fiction categories) - seven each.  (Interestingly, both have won all
of them in the shorter fiction categories.  Zelazny and Leiber have won six
each - two in novels and four in short fiction.)  And Anderson has not
lacked for appearances in various anthologies.  It's true you probably
don't have these, which have been unavailable for years.  (I don't think
"Uncleftish beholding" was ever widely available.)  But I can't really
recommend this collection except for die-hard Anderson fans.

   The lead novella, "A Bicycle Built for Brew," is about - as the back
blurb reveals - a spaceship powered by beer.  My disinterest in beer made
me leery of the story, but even teetotalers can enjoy the humorous
politicking in the asteroid belt.  Harder to enjoy is the blatant sexism of
the story.  "Inside Straight," which first appeared in the August 1955
MAGAZINE OF FANTASY AND SCIENCE FICTION, postulates a society based on
gambling (shades of Jorge Luis Borges's "The Lottery of Babylon").  An
outsider who sees the custom as a foolish quirk soon learns not to be so
hasty in his judgements.

   "The Critique of Impure Reason" (November 1962 IF) was based, according
to Anderson, on a cover - and not even a real cover, but a cover invented
by his wife one day when Anderson asked her, "Tell me a cover."  Her reply
inspired this tale of robots, literature, and pulp fiction.  "Backwardness"
(March 1958 MAGAZINE OF FANTASY AND SCIENCE FICTION) takes a quick look at
what MIGHT happen if aliens land.

   The first four stories all feature con men, a theme that occurs far more
frequently in this volume than in Anderson's writing overall.  So it is
with some relief that we get a change of pace with "Duel on Syrtis" (March
1953 PLANET STORIES), a story as serious as the previous are, if not
humorous, at least whimsical.  "Duel on Syrtis" is an all-too-possible
story of what our contact with aliens COULD be.

   The one truly unusual story is "Uncleftish Beholding."  It seems to have
had limited exposure before this, perhaps because it is hard to classify.
Think of it as a science article from a world in which the Norsemen
conquered Europe.

   "Escape from Orbit" (October 1962 AMAZING) returns us to the familiar,
this time to the science fiction puzzle story.  Even Anderson can't make
this tale of astronauts trapped in orbit--and how they inevitably get out -
more than average.  The problem, of course, is that there's only one
unpredictable approach and Tom Godwin used it up years ago (seven years
before Anderson wrote this, to be precise).

   Anderson returns to the political theme in "Enough Rope" - again,
predictable, but more entertaining than "Escape from Orbit."  And the final
story, "The Live Coward" (June 1956 ASTOUNDING) is more politicking and
diplomacy, albeit a bit too neatly wrapped up for my tastes.

   Readers should be warned that many of the sensibilities of the stories
are of their time.  (In plain English, this means that the female
characters are often there for decoration only, and their decorative
features are dwelt upon at length.)  If you can accept that as an artifact
of the time these works were written, you might find these stories of some
interest.  But unless you have exhausted all the better-known Anderson of
the period, this is not recommended.

Evelyn C. Leeper 
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 25 Nov 91 17:52:15 GMT
From: amd@ghost.mit.edu (Ann M. Davis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Virtual Mode by Piers Anthony

I saw the book _Virtual Mode_ on the new releases shelf, and I was
wondering if it was worth buying.  I haven't read Anthony in a while, but
there is a general rule that the first 3 books of his series' are usually
pretty good.  Has anybody picked this up?  I'd be interested in hearing
some comments.

Ann M. Davis
MIT Center for Space Research		
amd@space.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 25 Nov 91 19:29:22 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Virtual Mode by Piers Anthony

amd@ghost.mit.edu (Ann M. Davis):
>I saw the book _Virtual Mode_ on the new releases shelf, and I was
>wondering if it was worth buying.  I haven't read Anthony in a while, but
>there is a general rule that the first 3 books of his series' are usually
>pretty good.  Has anybody picked this up?  I'd be interested in hearing
>some comments.

I read it in the library - a more cost-effective way to scope out
Anthony's new books.  It's not bad, but it's not one of his better series.

This book consists of three components: There is a poorly realized
world/dimension, in which the King of Laughter (spelled slightly
differently) is searching for Mrs. Right.  (People on this world don't seem
to be big on spontaneous pleasure.  The King's job is to tour the villages
and towns and make people feel good.  Unfortunately, this requires the aid
of a consort who either has special talents, or is willing to spend a year
or so being psychically vampirized.)

There is our own world, in which a girl in her early teens, after a
traumatic sexual experience, is spending a lot of time making incisions in
her wrists.  He finds her, but due to cultural misunderstandings they part.
The only way they can meet again is the 'hard' way, by trudging through the
multiverse.

So the third 'portion' of the book is trudging.  The nature of the 'path'
they are walking is that it is defined by five denizens of the multiverse
upon whom it is focused, so we have a 'team' trudging along, consisting of
the two main protagonists, a woman from a universe whose inhabitants
remember the future, a telepathic horse, whoever else is currently part of
the basis of the path.

And the rest, as they don't say but should, is travelogue.  It seems as
though the protagonists will spend however many books Anthony cares to
write having a disjointed series of adventures.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 91 13:35:53 GMT
From: eah4@po.cwru.edu (Elizabeth A. Hlabse)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Virtual Mode by Piers Anthony

Don't bother with _Virtual Mode_.  I got it out of the library hoping that
PA had written a good one.  Nope.

Minor spoiler to follow:

This was about a year ago that I read it, so I apologize in advance for
anything that's not right.

I found this book to be, amoung many other things, depressing.  It has a
great cover, which is the main reason I picked it up.  However, I really
dislike reading a book where the main character (a teenage girl) is
constantly thinking about committing suicide.  This girl needs serious
help.  As I was reading, I found that I didn't care about her, or the main
male character (like I said, it's been awhile, I've forgotten names).

I have no intention of reading any more of this series.  I'm sure that
there are probably some people out there who liked this book, but I wasn't
one of them.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 91 22:36:56 GMT
From: eam3@po.cwru.edu (Eric A. Meyer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Virtual Mode by Piers Anthony

amd@ghost.mit.edu (Ann M. Davis) says:
>I saw the book _Virtual Mode_ on the new releases shelf, and I was
>wondering if it was worth buying.  I haven't read Anthony in a while, but
>there is a general rule that the first 3 books of his series' are usually
>pretty good.  Has anybody picked this up?  I'd be interested in hearing
>some comments.

   I haven't personally read it, but a good friend of mine who did said he
hated it.  He cited bad characters, bad plot, and bad premise as the
reasons for his opinion.
   So there's another two cents (even if it isn't quite mine).

Eric A. Meyer
eam3@po.CWRU.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 91 04:43:10 GMT
From: ST401844@brownvm.brown.edu (Stewart Crall)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Donaldson

The first 2 gap books of Donaldson seem much more readable than the
Covenant books.  I've always wondered what the big deal was over those, but
I've never seen it.  They are just an elaborate fantasy, and I suppose some
people will put up with all sorts of boringness for so many details.  This
new series is another pleasant surprise like his mirror books, which were
also easy to read.  And this seemed less longwinded than that, although I
might be in a receptive mood now having recently been excited by Modessit.

Donaldson sure does not gloss over the suffering bits.  He shows how those
hardboiled types really aren't all that pleasant.  The whole thing reminds
me a lot of stuff by CL Moore, especially the parts dealing with the woman.
All in all, except for the cliffhanger ending which will most likely
confuse me to boredom when I read the 3rd book a year and a half from now,
it is a very entertaining series to read.  In fact, it is one of the best
asteroid-belt westerns I've read, nearly as good as that story where
Kimball Kinneson spies on the bad guys while doped up on benny.  However
this is a lot more explicit on exactly how the nasty characters are nasty
than Smith ever got.  To tell the truth, I'm not so sure that I like having
vileness explained, both from the inflicter's and the victim's points of
view.  But this is well done, I suppose, although I wouldn't like to read
such stuff every day.

It is a delight to see an author who keeps improving.

------------------------------

Date: 25 Nov 91 21:50:43 GMT
From: cs169095@cs.brown.edu (Eric Marin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: _Black Sun Rising_

Has anyone read C.S. Friedman`s _Black Sun Rising_ yet?  It looks like an
epic fantasy, and it's in hardcover right now.  What are opinions on her
entrance into the fantasy field?  Thanks in advance.

Eric Marin 

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 91 03:55:40 GMT
From: langland@iowa.physics.uiowa.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re:_Black_Sun_Rising_

I've read it as have a couple other people on here, we mentioned it a
little while back under CS Friedman/"Good SF"

It is quite good, unusual, rather original, a mix of science->sort of
magic.  Strong emotional character developmet, these are not your standard
David Eddings 'cardboard characters'.  The people have real personal
motivations.

Liked Best:  

No major character was naive farm lad.  All characters were experienced
'real' people, not wimps.  Yet they still managed to grow during the
archetypical quest/adventure.  And they did not get along either - no buddy
buddy this if they helped each other it was for very special reasons of
their own. (2 major characters, other 2 big characters got along fine with
each other and the 2 who didn't) (Don't mean to make it sound gloom and
doom) Point is these people were much more motivated in what they did and
for real reasons, as opposed to many such books.

Liked Least: 

Book 1 of a trilogy (?) or at least book one of more than one, last chapter
or two just a setup for the next book.

Jerry

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 91 15:16:00 GMT
From: ecl@mtgzy.att.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: BY BIZARRE HANDS by Joe R. Lansdale

		    BY BIZARRE HANDS by Joe R. Lansdale
	      Avon, 1991 (c1989), ISBN 0-380-71205-9, $3.99.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   I don't normally read horror, but I made an exception in this case.
First, there were reportedly two alternate history stories in this book,
and I'm an aficionado of alternate history stories.  And second, Joe
Lansdale has a reputation for writing unusual stories.  (I think of him,
rightly or wrongly, as the Howard Waldrop of horror.)

   Of the sixteen stories, I will comment specifically only on two - the
alternate history ones, of course.  "Trains Not Taken" is a fairly
straightforward alternate history: the Japanese settled North America from
the west as the Europeans settled it from the east, leaving no frontier or
"Wild West."  So the great heroes of that era ended up as politicians
instead.  This is fairly mundane and the historical underpinnings don't
bear close scrutiny (what happened to the Spanish if the Japanese had the
West Coast sewed up?).  "Trains Not Taken" is an interesting character
sketch but not much else.

   "Letters from the South, Two Moons West of Nacogdoches," on the other
hand, is a gem.  Like "Trains Not Taken," it's set in a world in which the
Japanese got involved in North America, but there the similarity ends.  And
to tell any more would be unfair - suffice it to say I didn't think an
author could put that many twists in a five-page story.

   The other fourteen stories are closer to my definition of horror and
range from merely well-written to memorable.  There are no clunkers, and I
don't hesitate to recommend this book to you even if you don't read that
"horror stuff."

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 91 17:57:22 GMT
From: taitj@sandnet.ucsd.edu (Janet Tait)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: He, She, or It.

I just saw a brief review of this book in the new issue of Ms. magazine.
The book is indeed titled _He, She, or It_ and is written by Marge Piercy,
a very well respected mainstream to use the term loosely) author. It
evidently concerns golems in Prague in the 1600's intertwined with a
cyberpunk-like future. The reviewer gave it high marks.

Janet Tait
UCSD Library
jtait@ucsd.edu

------------------------------

Date:     Mon,  4 Nov 1991 14:47 EDT
From: Donley Computer Center <RON%LTUVAX@pucc.princeton.edu>
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject:  Perry Rhodan

   Hi. I'm wondering if anyone out there has ever heard of the Perry Rhodan
series of books.  They were set in the future, with characters that could
read minds, teleport, etc.  One main character (besides Perry) was a mouse
named Pucky, who was Perry's sidekick (he talked, walked upright, etc.).
Does anyone know where I could get these books?  I know there's at least
150 books in this series in the U.S., and I heard that Germany was up to
about number 600 or so.

Ron Kaledas
RON@LTUVAX.BITNET

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest          Wednesday, 27 Nov 1991      Volume 16 : Issue 445

Today's Topics:

		 Films - Cape Fear & Highlander (5 msgs) &
                         Aliens (3 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Thu, 21 Nov 91 08:43 EST
From: leeper@mtgzy.att.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject:  CAPE FEAR

				 CAPE FEAR
		      A film review by Mark R. Leeper

	  Capsule review:  How can you go wrong with a crime
     thriller directed by Martin Scorsese, photographed by Freddie
     Francis, with credits by Saul Bass and a score (virtually) by
     Bernard Herrmann?  You do it by trying too hard to make the
     ultimate thriller and taking things just too far.  Had this
     film been tied up twenty minutes earlier, it would have been
     rated better than a low +2 (-4 to +4).

   There seem to be a lot of different groups who were involved with making
CAPE FEAR.  There was Steven Spielberg's Amblin Entertainment, there was
Cappa Films, and there was Tribeca Productions.  Martin Scorsese directed.
But somehow at the heart of this film is Steven Spielberg.  Though his name
appears no place in the credits, what is good about this film and what is
bad about it has Spielberg's name written all over it.  Spielberg seems
intent on going from one genre to another making the ultimate film of that
genre and then overpowering it with excess.  What 1941 was to wartime
comedies, what RAIDERS OF THE LOST ARK was to action adventures, what
POLTERGEIST was to the ghost story, that is what CAPE FEAR is to the
crime-suspense film.  This was supposed to be a tense suspense film in the
tradition of NIGHT OF THE HUNTER and the original CAPE FEAR.  And it
succeeds beautifully.  Robert DeNiro's Max Cady is a brilliant and
implacable stalker.  For maybe eighty or ninety minutes, this is one of the
great suspense films.  Then some place - I'd say it is a trick Cady is able
to pull off with a belt - CAPE FEAR crosses the line from tense but
realistic film into monster movie.  And if a monster movie has tension at
all, it is a different kind of tension.  From that point on, the
identification value is gone and the viewer just watches two opposing
forces chew away at each other.  This is one film where less would have
certainly been more.

   Fourteen years ago public defender Sam Bowden (played by Nick Nolte)
intentionally hid evidence that could have freed his illiterate client Max
Cady.  He had known his client was guilty of rape and did not want to see
Cady go free.  Sent to prison for fourteen years, Cady taught himself to
read, then educated himself to understand the law.  He also built his body
into a tower of strength.  And once he learned of his lawyer's betrayal, he
dedicated himself to making Bowden pay for hiding evidence.  In fourteen
years, Cady has made himself a supreme strategist preparing for the war
with Bowden that Cady knew was coming.  Cady's attacks will tear apart
Bowden's family life and will destroy Bowden's career.  While Sam Bowden
flounders to find the best way to defend himself, Cady will make one
brilliantly considered move after another.

   Robert DeNiro's Max Cady is an excellent screen villain.  Behind the
hair slicked back with black grease and the big obnoxious cigar is the
agile mind of a chess master.  He can be vicious like a force of nature or
he can be seductive like a snake.  In the longest scene of the film he
turns his seductive power on fifteen-year-old Danielle Bowden.  This is a
particularly powerful and disturbing scene.  It is the centerpiece of the
film and it shows how Cady manages to turn every human frailty to his
advantage.

   Another example of the excesses of this film, incidentally, are Cady's
religious tattoos.  A nice touch from NIGHT OF THE HUNTER (and perhaps from
the original CAPE FEAR - I do not remember) is that Robert Mitchum covers
his psychotic behavior with a veneer of fundamentalist religious piety.  We
are never really sure whether or not he really believes his viciousness is
fulfilling God's will.  However, he takes the piety to the point that he
has tattooed himself with religious messages.  In this film, DeNiro's Cady
has the same religious fervor and has become a veritable illustrated man,
with more than a dozen religious tattoos.

   This is a film that spared little expense to create its effects.  On top
of a good cast - Robert DeNiro, Nick Nolte, Jessica Lange, and Joe Don
Baker, the film throws in cameos of three actors from the original film -
Robert Mitchum, Gregory Peck, and Martin Balsam.

   Technical credits are equally well cast.  Title sequences are done by
Saul Bass.  For those unaware, Bass really pioneered the idea of making the
titles into films that stand on their own and comment on the rest of the
film.  Many of the classic films that had striking credit sequences show
his work.  These include AROUND THE WORLD IN EIGHTY DAYS, VERTIGO, THE BIG
COUNTRY, ANATOMY OF A MURDER, NORTH BY NORTHWEST, and NINE HOURS TO RAMA.
The tension and the bizarre visual effects start in the opening credits,
which are superbly crafted by Bass.

   From there the visuals are carried by Freddie Francis - also one of the
greats in his field, moody photography.  Francis's work includes THE
INNOCENTS, THE FRENCH LIEUTENANT'S WOMAN, THE ELEPHANT MAN, and DUNE.  This
year he did THE MAN IN THE MOON.  To have both Bass and Francis on the same
film seems to indicate someone went out with a very large wallet and a
determination to buy the best.  The one visual out of place is the use of
super-dramatic storm-cloud skies, uncharacteristic of Francis, but almost a
trademark of Spielberg.

   The original CAPE FEAR and many of the best of Alfred Hitchcock's
thrillers had scores by the late Bernard Herrmann.  Herrmann, of course,
could not do this score, so Elmer Bernstein was hired to rework Herrmann's
original themes from the first CAPE FEAR and in general to write in
Herrmann's style.  So one more expensive but tasteful decision was made.
The new CAPE FEAR essentially has a Bernard Herrmann score, full of the
master's dramatic dissonances, even if Herrmann was not around to write it.

   Of all the choices of who would work on the film, the only one that was
really questionable is Martin Scorsese to direct.  And it may have been the
biggest mistake.  Scorsese's forte is realistic crime.  His one foray into
horror fantasy, AFTER HOURS, works mostly because it needed exactly what
Scorsese could give it: a feel of realism.  Here that same feeling of
realism stands him in good stead as long as it can, but when Cady crosses
the line into monster and super-villain, Scorsese has mothing more to
contribute.  The film goes into auto-pilot and Scorsese just films his
scenes.  The film shows Freddie Francis's art but loses any Scorsese feel.
One more reason that the last part of the film was ill-considered.

   CAPE FEAR is a very good thriller that saves almost all of its mistakes
for the last part of the film.  I would give it a low +2 on the -2 to +2
scale.

Mark R. Leeper
att!mtgzy!leeper
leeper@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Nov 91 01:40:12 GMT
From: pwolfe@kai.com (Patrick Wolfe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Highlander II

sb91@ecs.soton.ac.uk (S Burr) writes:
>I thought "Surely it can't be that bad". I thought wrong.

Highlander (one) was an okay movie.  I really liked the badguy.  I too, was
suckered into spending $5 to see Highlander II.  All four people in the
theater agreed it sucked pretty bad.  At least they didn't make much money
on that showing.

While I did find the "flight safety movie" funny, my favorite part of
Highlander II came as we left the theater.  I picked up one of those little
pamphlets telling what movies are playing, who's in them, and what they're
about.  The description for H2 was something about the hero fighting
against an evil company that claims to have found a cure for acid rain!

The flaws in this movie are numerous.

How many top secret, multi-billion dollar facilities have a maximum
security prison located in the basement?

How come the bad guy who got them banished to Earth, where they would
become immortal (implying that they were not immortal back on their own
planet) hadn't aged in 500 years?  If they normally lived long lifetimes,
how come the hero started aging like a normal human after the first movie.

And in the first movie, the hero is an art dealer.  All of a sudden, in the
second he's a brilliant scientist.  No wait, turns out he's really a former
rebel leader of a planetary revolution!

And when the hero (his name escapes me, no, don't bother to remind me) and
Sean Connery were teleported to Earth, they stood in some machine.  When
the antagonist transported, he appeared to stand in the same machine.  But
his two henchmen (with the feathers for hair) teleported right from the
street.

I guess the continuity person was sick during the week and a half they
filmed that movie.

Pat

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 91 08:13:19 GMT
From: chetc@netcom.com (Chester Cauresma)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Plot for Highlander III:  The Magician (tiny spoiler)

Well, after reading an interview with Christopher Lambert in Starlog
Magazine #174, January issue, the plot of the 3rd, and final film in the
series, according to Lambert, is described in this way:

   "It will open in Scotland in 1660," he says (Lambert).  "Four immortals
   who are after Connor are buried alive in a cave-in.  Five hundred years
   later, they're dug up by an archaeologist and all hell breaks loose.  In
   tone, this film will be closer to the first than the second."

Sounds interesting.  I heard that the original writer of HIGHLANDER is
writing the 3rd installment.  I sincerely hope so.

Oh, a Highlander IV is a possiblity, if the story is good, says Lambert.

Anyways, hope you all found this interesting.  Later.

Chester L. Cuaresma
chetc@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 91 14:50:01 GMT
From: gfm@gnu.ai.mit.edu (George Francis McBay)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Plot for Highlander III:  The Magician (tiny spoiler)

chetc@netcom.COM (Chester Cauresma) writes:
[very brief Highlander III plot summary follows]
>   "It will open in Scotland in 1660," he says (Lambert).  "Four immortals
>   who are after Connor are buried alive in a cave-in.  Five hundred years
>   later, they're dug up by an archaeologist and all hell breaks loose.
>   In tone, this film will be closer to the first than the second."

   Just a few random thoughts on this: first, I suppose that THIS would
have made an exceptable theory for more Immortal fights and a sequel.  At
least much better than the second one (Hopefully they will just ignore that
one and not even talk about it, a la Exorcist) This plot isn't without its
problems, though. Like, how did Conner ever "win the prize" if there were
Immortals left?  If they do base Highlander III on this, the original
scriptwriter writes the script (which was mentioned), they "forget" about
the 2nd movie and find a way to explain about the Prize (Perhaps they were
somehow caught in a cryogenic-like suspended animation, so they might as
well have been dead?) I may even forgive the 2nd movie, and see the 3rd.

Chester L. Cuaresma
chetc@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 91 15:26:23 GMT
From: cradov@laurel.math.umass.edu (Carlo Radovsky)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Plot for Highlander III:  The Magician (tiny spoiler)

chetc@netcom.COM (Chester Cauresma) writes:
>Well, after reading an interview with Christopher Lambert in Starlog
>Magazine #174, January issue, the plot of the 3rd, and final film in the
>series, according to Lambert, is described in this way:
>
>   "It will open in Scotland in 1660," he says (Lambert).  "Four immortals
>   who are after Connor are buried alive in a cave-in.  Five hundred years
>   later, they're dug up by an archaeologist and all hell breaks loose...

   Does this headhunt for Connor take place before the finale of the first
Highlander, or do the script writers intensionally put in gaping
theoretical holes?  In the first movie, the implication is that, as fewer
and fewer immortals survive, there will be a mystical, irresistable pull to
the final battle, which is to take place between the LAST of the immortals.
If the unburied immortals appear after Connor kills the Kurgin, again there
will be an invalidation of the first movie for Connor could not have won
the prize as he did with other immortals alive.

   Just some thoughts on being prepared for disappointment.

Biagio

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 91 20:55:46 GMT
From: tbm19061@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (Thomas B MacIukenas)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Plot for Highlander III: The Magician (tiny spoiler)

chetc@netcom.COM (Chester Cauresma) writes:
>Well, after reading an interview with Christopher Lambert in Starlog
>Magazine #174, January issue, the plot of the 3rd, and final film in the
>series, according to Lambert, is described in this way:
>
>   "It will open in Scotland in 1660," he says (Lambert).  "Four immortals
>   who are after Connor are buried alive in a cave-in.  Five hundred years
>   later, they're dug up by an archaeologist and all hell breaks loose.
>   In tone, this film will be closer to the first than the second."

So, the third movie WILL continue in that *wonderful* tradition of being
totally inconsistent with the first.  Oh boy, I can't wait.  (How do you
make a sarcastic smiley?)

This new plot means that when Connor won the Prize there were really FIVE
immortals (Connor plus the four buried in the cave-in).  So I guess they
really should have said "There can be only FIVE!"  Did the others win the
prize too?

This is STUPID.  Who's writing this stuff?  Why does Lambert continue to
agree to make this trash?

In my mind there are no sequels to Highlander.  These other movies are just
movies - they're not even close enough to the original to be called
ripoffs.

There can be only ONE [Highlander film]!

tbm19061@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 20 Nov 91 21:06:41 GMT
From: ken@batman.austin.ibm.com (Ken Goach)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Aliens extended version.

cain@sybil.cs.Buffalo.EDU (Dave Cain) posts:
>It has been suggested that an extended version of Aliens
>may be released in December sometime.  
>
>I have seen an edited for TV version which had just a few more scenes
>than the theater/video version (won't mention them so as not to spoil).
>
>However, these extra scenes couldn't have amounted to no more than 5 extra
>minutes, and probably cancelled out any gross shots edited out for TV.
>
>Does anyone know how many scenes or how many minutes have been cut?

Last I heard (from a local store) it comes out Dec. 18.

Someone in rec.arts.movies posted that it was their understanding that
there would be about 15 extra minutes of footage added.

Got mine on order...

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 91 14:42:37 GMT
From: mhr@aber.ac.uk (Michael Richards)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ALIENS : Special Edition : A Question and A Request.

Dear All,

   CBS Fox is releasing 'Aliens - The Special Edition' in the UK in
February. According to Film 91 (The BBC's usually correct film programme)
it is 20 minutes longer than the original and closely resemble Alien .. er
Alan Dean Foster's novel of the film, in that we get to see the colonists
going to the Alien mothership and getting impregnated.  There is probably
more as well, but I don't remember it.

   A question though, in Aliens when it was originally released in the
cinema, didn't we see Ripley meet Carter Burke down in the Alien den, when
he has an alien inside him? She gives him a grenade and he commits suicide
- - or is this a figment of my imagination?

   Finally, does anyone out there have a GOOD picture of the Marine outfit
from Aliens. I'm trying to paint a picture of the characters and cannot
find clear reference material anywhere. Sources would be appreciated if the
actual thing is not available - remember I'm in the UK, the land that
merchandising forgot!!!!!!! I will pay postage!!!!!! (What a mug!!!)

Mike Richards
Dept of Computer Science
University College of Wales
Aberyswyth, Dyfed
mhr@cs.aber.ac.uk
...!mcsun!ukc!aber-mhr

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 91 04:51:12 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.enet.dec.com (The fox so cunning and free)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ALIENS : Special Edition : A Question and A Request.

mhr@aber.ac.uk (Michael Richards) writes:
>A question though, in Aliens when it was originally released in the
>cinema, didn't we see Ripley meet Carter Burke down in the Alien den, when
>he has an alien inside him? She gives him a grenade and he commits suicide
>- or is this a figment of my imagination?

Well, it wasn't a figment of your imagination, as the scene was in the
Foster novelisation of the film. But the scene was not in the released
version of the film.

 -- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
    boyajian@ruby.enet.dec.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

         Administrivia - Monthly Reminders,
	 Books - Brust & Bull (2 msgs) & Cook & Cooper (5 msgs) &
                 Donaldson (3 msgs) & Effinger & Feist (2 msgs) & 
                 May

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Mon, 2 Dec 91 08:00:52 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-request@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Administrivia

It is time once again for the monthly reminders:

Problems, administrative questions, and requests for addition or removal to
the mailing list should always be sent to SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
Error messages, particularly those generated automatically by mailers,
should always go to SF-LOVERS-ERRORS@RUTGERS.EDU which is the address
specified in the "Errors-To:" field.

Submissions for the digest are to be sent to the appropriate address from
the list given below:

       Topic				Address
       -----				-------

       Written SF			sf-lovers-written@rutgers.edu
       Sf on Television			sf-lovers-tv@rutgers.edu
       Sf Films				sf-lovers-movies@rutgers.edu
       General discussions that don't
         fit specifically in the other
         topic headings 		sf-lovers-misc@rutgers.edu

If you have information about a convention that you wish to have listed in
the convention listings maintained in the archives, you can send complete
information to SF-LOVERS-CONS@RUTGERS.EDU and it will be included in the
listings as soon as possible.  Information should be sent at least one
month prior to the date of the convention in order to insure that it is
listed in time.

Unfortunately, due to the large volume of mail that I receive every day,
messages sent to the wrong address will be unprocessed.

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 91 23:54:42 GMT
From: sef@kithrup.com (Sean Eric Fagan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Steven Brust:  Next Vlad novel (SPOILERS)

Brust was at a local bookstore, doing a signing, and said that he has three
upcoming books.  One, which should be out in June or July, will be a
collaboration with some person(s) whose name(s) I forget, as well as the
title.  The next one, approximately six months after that, will be a
"contemporary fairytale," and had a weird title I won't even try to spell.
The third book, due in about a year from next april, will be a Vlad novel.

SPOILERS for that one below.

It takes place about two years after _Phoenix_, and isn't told from Vlad's
perspective, because, and to quote Brust, "I couldn't kill him off if it
was from his perspective."  He won't say whether or not he *will* kill him
off, of course.

One of the proprieters, when he said that, commented, "You've just made a
lot of people angry!"

Anyway.  Nice person (Brust, that is).  Looked like a "biker"-type, and was
willing to sign all of the books people had.  (Several came in with copies
of every Brust book; I only had one from each "series," and _The Phoenix
Guards_.  He was surprised at how old my copy of _Jhereg_ was 8-;.)

Sean Eric Fagan
sef@kithrup.COM

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 91 11:03:00 GMT
From: mgm8426@zeus.tamu.edu (R.Michael Litchfield)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: War For the Oaks

Just finished Emma Bull's War For the Oaks on advice from some people on
the net.

They were right, damn good book. It was a bitch to find though, I called a
dozen bookstores looking for it, most didn't even carry it, and the few
which did were out. Finally I found a copy at the co-op, autographed even,
I wanted to kiss the woman in charge of fantasy (well I wanted to anyways,
nice lips).

However I was a bit annoyed, up until about 3/4 of the way through I
thought this one of the best books I had read all year. But the last
quarter was somewhat of a let down. It felt like she was telling a great
story, noticed it was getting late and proceeded to wrap everything up in
a hurry. Still might be the best book I have read this year but I fell like
it could have been better.

Michael

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 91 19:28:34 GMT
From: zed@silver.lcs.mit.edu (Zed)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: War for the Oaks

mgm8426@zeus.tamu.edu (R.Michael Litchfield) writes:
>However I was a bit annoyed, up until about 3/4 of the way through I
>thought this one of the best books I had read all year. But the last
>quarter was somewhat of a let down. It felt like she was telling a great
>story, noticed it was getting late and proceeded to wrap everything up in
>a hurry. Still might be the best book I have read this year but I fell
>like it could have been better.

Interesting... I had approximately a completely opposite reaction.  Through
the first 3/4 or so, I was continually tempted to throw it across the room.
Probably the only thing that saved it was that I'd given up on King's
_Misery_ after 40 pages earlier that evening, and didn't feel like two
false starts in one night.

"self-indulgent" doesn't usually come to my mind to describe a book, but it
did here. The whole tone was "wouldn't it be great to be friends with elves
and make neato music and wear neato clothes?". It so dripped with authorial
affection for the characters that I couldn't take the conflict seriously.

But by the end, when Bull got around to actually advancing the story
instead of watching the characters have fun, it became somewhat interesting
- - moreso than I expected given my distaste for most of the book.

Overall, I'm not entirely sorry to have finished the book, but not
altogether glad I ever started it. I'd heard it somewhere hailed as a
revolution for urban fantasy, but give me Megan Lindholm's _Wizard of the
Pigeons_ any day.

Edward Lopez
PO Box 698
Piscataway, NJ 08855
zed@silver.lcs.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 91 23:09:56 GMT
From: O1DSH%AKRONVM@vm1.cc.uakron.edu (David Heck)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: New Glen Cook novel

I just picked up a copy of _Red Iron Nights_, Glen Cook's latest effort,
published in paperback by ROC ($3.99US).  According to the cover it is
'From the Files of Garrett P.I.'.  I'm an avid fan of Glen Cook, and have
been eagerly awaiting his next publication since _Tower of Fear_.  Has
anyone out there in netland read this yet?  Does anyone (Evelyn) plan on
doing a review?  I'll start reading tonight when I get home.  Comments
anyone? 

David Heck
Information Services
University of Akron
Akron, OH
Bitnet: o1dsh@akronvm
Internet: o1dsh@akronvm.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 91 23:25:34 GMT
From: tosspot!lee@wang.com (Lee Reynolds)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Edmund Cooper

So, does anyone in the US read Edmund Cooper?

Lee

------------------------------

Date: 28 Nov 91 05:14:52 GMT
From: hughes@dogwood.botany.uga.edu (Wayne Hughes)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Edmund Cooper

lee@tosspot.UUCP (Lee Reynolds) writes:
>So, does anyone in the US read Edmund Cooper?

I was just thinking about Edmund Cooper today.  I've lost all my EC books,
but long ago enjoyed _Seahorse in the Sky_, _The Tenth Planet_, and my very
favorite _Seed of Light_.  What others were there?

Wayne

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 91 06:30:58 GMT
From: wcstom@alfred.ccs.carleton.ca (Tom Hamill)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Edmund Cooper

hughes@dogwood.botany.uga.edu (Wayne Hughes) writes:
>lee@tosspot.UUCP (Lee Reynolds) writes:
>>So, does anyone in the US read Edmund Cooper?
>
>I was just thinking about Edmund Cooper today.  I've lost all my EC books,
>but long ago enjoyed _Seahorse in the Sky_, _The Tenth Planet_, and my
>very favorite _Seed of Light_.  What others were there?

I'm not sure about the US, but I've been picking up Cooper's books in
Canada for about 5 years, all by British publishers.  I've only ever found
his books in used bookstores, and all the ones I have were published prior
to 1980.  Is he still alive, and if so, is he still publishing?

I've never seen 'Seed of Light', but here's a list, in no particular order,
of what I have:

News From Elsewhere                    The Slaves of Heaven
The Cloudwalker                        The Tenth Planet
Who Needs Men?                         Seahorse in the Sky
Five to Twelve                         The Last Continent
Jupiter Laughs (short stories)         All Fool's Day
Transit                                A Far Sunset
Kronk                                  The Overman Culture

So does anyone have something even close to a complete list?

Tom
wcstom@ccs.carleton.ca

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 91 03:50:02 GMT
From: abl@cybill.inesc.pt (Antonio Leal)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Edmund Cooper (was Re: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #443)

wcstom@alfred.carleton.ca (Tom Hamill) writes:
>  Is he still alive, and if so, is he still publishing?

Afraid not. See below.

 [list ommitted]
>  So does anyone have something even close to a complete list?

Here's a copy of John Wenn's booklist for Cooper (major net resource -
lists for many writers FTP'able from elbereth.rutgers.edu.  Note bio dates.

Personal opinion: it's not great SF, but it has its moments, and its own
distinct flavour.  Plots tend to be slightly repetitive.  Worth checking
out a couple - maybe Kronk, A Far Sunset, The Overman Culture (if this is
the book with the story I'm thinking of: group of four humans dropped on
virgin planet, to be assessed against group of four aliens for future
ownership of said world).

[C] == Story Collection.
[CP] == Chapbook (a very short book, or pamphlet).
[J] == The book is for juveniles (however you define them).
aka == Also known by this other title.
 
Cooper, Edmund [U.K., 4/30/1926-3/11/1982]
    Deadly Image [1958] [aka "The Uncertain Midnight"]
    Tomorrow's Gift [1958] [C]
    Seed of Light [1959]
    Voices in the Dark [1960] [C]
    Wish Goes to Slumber Land [1960] [CP] [J]
    Tomorrow Came [1963] [C]
    Transit [1964]
    All Fool's Day [1966]
    A Far Sunset [1967]
    Five to Twelve [1968]
    News from Elsewhere [1968] [C]
    The Last Continent [1969]
    Sea Horse in the Sky [1969]
    Kronk [1970] [aka "Son of Kronk"]
    The Square Root of Tomorrow [1970] [C]
    The Overman Culture [1971]
    Unborn Tomorrow [1971] [C]
    Gender Genocide [1972] [aka "Who Needs Men?"]
    The Cloud Walker [1973]
    The Tenth Planet [1973]
    The Slaves of Heaven [1974]
    Prisoner of Fire [1974]
    Merry Christmas Ms. Minerva [1978]
    Jupiter Laughs [1979] [C]
    A World of Difference [1980]
    [as Richard Avery]
    The Expendables Series:
	The Deathworms of Kratos [1975]
	The Rings of Tantalus [1975]
	The Wargames of Zelos [1975]
	The Venom of Argus [1976]
Cooper, Edmund & Green, Roger Lancelyn
    Double Phoenix [1971] [two novellas, "The Firebird" by Cooper and
			   "From the World's End" by Green]

Antonio B. Leal
abl@inesc.pt	

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 91 13:27:25 GMT
From: bob@castle.ed.ac.uk (Bob Gray)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Edmund Cooper

abl@cybill.inesc.pt (Antonio Leal) writes:
>Personal opinion: it's not great SF, but it has its moments, and its own
>distinct flavour.  Plots tend to be slightly repetitive.  Worth checking

Seconded, but there is some good stuff amongst it all.

>out a couple - maybe Kronk, A Far Sunset, The Overman Culture (if this is
>the book with the story I'm thinking of: group of four humans dropped on
>virgin planet, to be assessed against group of four aliens for future
>ownership of said world).

No, that's "Seahorse in the Sky". And they were being assessed to see which
race would be allowed to expand into space. The race which failed would be
permanently grounded.

I'll second the recommendation for "Kronk", and add "The Last Continent",
"Gender Genocide", "The Cloud Walker" and "Five to Twelve".

Bob

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 91 17:10:49 GMT
From: dkrastes@vela.acs.oakland.edu (David Krastes)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Donaldson

ST401844@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU (Stewart Crall) writes:
>The first 2 gap books of Donaldson seem much more readable than the
>Covenant books.  I've always wondered what the big deal was over those,
>but I've never seen it.  They are just an elaborate fantasy, and I suppose
>some people will put up with all sorts of
[some stuff deleted]

>not so sure that I like having vileness explained, both from the
>inflicter's and the victim's points of view.  But this is well done, I
>suppose, although I wouldn't like to read such stuff every day.
>
>It is a delight to see an author who keeps improving.

I agree they are a definite improvment over his "Unbelever" series although
I did manage to read all of them the last few were just for completeness
sake rather then because I was enjoying the stories. I especially like the
fact that in the new ones he is showing that nothing is all one-sided and
that the "bad" guys are not cardboard cutouts but also have good sides or
at least that they are human and have human motivations. And he seems to
have stopped belaboring points as much as he used to. I remember in reading
the "Thomas Covenant" series wishing that he would quit harping on about
the man's leprosy.

David Krastes
dkrastes@vela.secs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 91 20:01:54 GMT
From: stucki@sacral.cis.ohio-state.edu (David J Stucki)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Donaldson

By the way, does anyone have a schedule for the release of the last three
volumes? The first one came out in January 91 and the second in June 91, so
I was hoping to see the third in November, but the bookstores haven't seen
it on their advance publications lists.

David J Stucki
537 Harley Dr. #6
Columbus, OH  43202
stucki@cis.ohio-state.edu

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 91 21:34:30 GMT
From: il@bambam.u.washington.edu (Il Hwan Oh)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Donaldson

stucki@sacral.cis.ohio-state.edu (David J Stucki) writes:
> By the way, does anyone have a schedule for the release of the last three
> volumes? The first one came out in January 91 and the second in June 91,
> so I was hoping to see the third in November, but the bookstores haven't
> seen it on their advance publications lists.

I doubt we'll see it that soon.  In the notes of the first book, he said
that he'd written it many years ago.  My guess was that he already had the
second one finished when the first one was published.  If you've been a
Donaldson fan for as long as I have, you'd understand it takes him about 3
years to write a book.

Il Hwan Oh
Univ. of Washington, Tacoma
iho@cac.washington.edu     

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 91 08:29:22 GMT
From: shiva@pro-smof.cts.com (System Smof)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Exile's Kiss

This new book by George Alec Effinger hit me in a strange sort of way,
since I read it while I was hungry. This book is chock full of interesting
food. People are always having breakfast, talking at meals, that sort of
thing. It really made my stomach growl. All that and good sf, too!

UUCP: crash!pro-smof!shiva
Internet: shiva@pro-smof.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Nov 91 19:12:52 GMT
From: 9028528@ul.ie
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Raymond Feist

>Does anybody have anything to say about this author?  I've been thinking
>of reading some of his stuff.  Any opinions?  Anybody?  Anybody?  

Yeh. I quite liked his books. I think he has a good style and the story
never lapsed throughout his series.  I suppose I found it refreshing
because I'd started soon after rereading LOR, but I plan to read them again
as soon as I finish my exams this term.

Pearse

------------------------------

Date: 1 Dec 91 00:21:19 GMT
From: tchrist@convex.com (Tom Christiansen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Raymond Feist and Barker's Empire of the Petal Throne

I'm reading _Servant_of_the_Empire_, and have come up with these common
elements so far:

   the Tsurani Empire is the Tsolyani Empire (say it fast with a flap r)
   Ten Gods of Favorable Aspect
   the Red God (Sarku, I believe, in EPT)
   the Cho-ja are Pei Choi
   needra are chlen
   drastic lack of metal
   lacquered armor
   6-legged beasties all over
   warmer clime

Of course, there's a great deal more to these books than just a copy of EPT
(such as other Eastern or Amerindian cultures), but I just want people to
see some of the roots.  It's like saying that the Valheru aren't Valar.

While I didn't dislike the Rift War stuff despite the very heavy borrowings
from D&D and EPT, I like this new series (can't wait for 3rd this spring) a
good deal more.

I believe Barker once did an EPT novel.   Has anyone read it?

Tom

------------------------------

Date: 28 Nov 91 22:43:53 GMT
From: csw90@seq1.keele.ac.uk (Kharanth elMorak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Saga of the Exiles (Spoilers)

Hello there,

Just a quick question, having read Julian May's most excellent novels, The
Saga of the Exiles (numerous times), I have a question.

Has anyone any idea of what became of Elisabeth? At the end of The
Adversary she went with Marc Remillard to the Tanu system. However in
Intervention, Marc was revealed to be a Lylmik (ie Atoning Unifex) but
Elizabeth had no mention whatsoever. Now obviously Marc could have taught
Elizabeth the self-rejuvenation program, so she could obviously have
survived to the Intervention. Right having established this, it seems that
the other 4 Lylmik ('s plural??) in Intervention did not know who Marc was,
so obviously neither of them were Elizabeth. Does anyone have any ideas?

AND, does anyone have any information regarding the publishing of Jack the
Bodiless, Illusio DiamondMask and Magnificat. If so please let us know!!

Thanks,

Martin N. Steed
BITNET: csw90%uk.ac.kl@ukacrl.bitnet
Internet: csw90%kl.ac.uk@nsfnet-relay.ac.uk
UUCP:   ..!ukc!keele!csw90

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
***********************

1,,
Summary-line:  2-Dec  overs-request@rutgers.edu  #SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #447
Received: by elbereth.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.4/3.08) 
	id AA29724; Mon, 2 Dec 91 09:48:13 EST
Date: Mon, 2 Dec 91 09:48:13 EST
Message-Id: <9112021448.AA29724@elbereth.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #447
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-TV@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Mon, 2 Dec 91 09:48:13 EST
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #447
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-TV@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 2 Dec 1991        Volume 16 : Issue 447

Today's Topics:

         Administrivia - Archives,
	 Television - Red Dwarf (6 msgs) & The Prisoner (3 msgs) &
                      Quantum Leap 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Mon, 2 Dec 91 08:38:18 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Archives

One of the long standing traditions of SF-LOVERS is keeping back issues and
related files in a publicly accessible area.  The SF-LOVERS archives are
currently stored on ELBERETH.RUTGERS.EDU (128.6.7.26) which is a unix
machine.  The archives are currently available to anyone with FTP access to
this machine.

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Previously BITNET sites could not get access to the
archives.  This is no longer true.  Please see below for instructions on
how to access the archives.

Please do not send mail asking me to mail you files from the archives.
They are way too big to be transmitted via mail without getting various
system administrators on the network extremely upset.  Anyone who wants
access to the archives that does not have access to FTP on their machine,
may follow the instructions given below for BITNET subscribers.

Note: The machine you are connecting to is a unix machine.  As with all
unix machines, it is case sensitive.  This means that filenames and
directory names *must* be entered as given.

Instructions for INTERNET users:

To access the archives, you need to login with ftp using the anonymous
login function.  Below is a sample session (The "%" and "ftp>" are prompts,
yours may vary):

% ftp elbereth.rutgers.edu
Connected to elbereth.rutgers.edu.
220 elbereth.rutgers.edu FTP server
Name (elbereth.rutgers.edu:<userid>): anonymous
331 Guest login ok, send ident as password.
Password:
230 Guest login ok, access restrictions apply.
ftp> cd pub/sfl
ftp> get <filename>
ftp> quit

Instructions for BITNET users:

To access the archives, the principle is the same however it must be
handled via mail since there is no way to do it interactively.  You can
send mail to BITFTP@PUCC.BITNET with the following as the text of the
message:

FTP elbereth.rutgers.edu
USER anonymous
CD pub/sfl
GET <filename>

You will probably get two mail messages back.  One from the server itself
informing you that the request went through and the other will be the
actual file retrieved.  I haven't tried this for multiple files so I don't
know if each file retrieved comes back as a separate message or not.

The files in the archives are generally too large to send through normal
mail so please do not ask for copies to be sent to you through
mail.  If you cannot access the archives through one of the methods given
above, then, for the present, you will not be able to gain access to these
files.  

 Below is a partial list of the files that are currently available in the
archives:

Episode Guides:

   20 blakes7.guide
   18 doctor-who.guide
   18 galactica.guide       
   10 galactica80.guide     
   36 lost-in-space.guide
    6 max-headroom.guide        [Incomplete]
   28 new-twilight-zone.guide   [Possibly incomplete]
   22 outerlimits.guide
   10 prisoner.guide
*  24 quantum-leap.guide
    8 red-dwarf.guide
   14 space:1999.guide
   12 star-blazers.guide
   14 star-trek-animated.guide
*  66 star-trek-tng.guide       [updated with fifth season episodes]
   26 star-trek.guide
    6 tomorrow-people.guide
   70 twilight-zone.guide

Text Files:

  100 alternate-histories.txt
   20 amber-timeline.txt
   64 amber.parody          [parody of the Zelazny's Amber series]
   68 argon.txt
   48 cons.txt              [updated as of September 4]
   32 decwars.txt
   24 down-in-flames.txt
  240 gender-swapping.list
   86 hitch-hikers-guide-to-the-net.txt
   20 hugos.txt
    8 klingonaase.txt
    6 nebulas.txt
   16 quantum-leap.faql
   10 quantum-leap.primer
    4 saturn.txt
   92 the-enchanted-duplicator.txt
    4 world-fantasy-awards.txt

Back Issues of SF-LOVERS:

   1872 sf-lovers.v1
   1904 sf-lovers.v2
   1856 sf-lovers.v3
   1760 sf-lovers.v4
    816 sf-lovers.v5
   1744 sf-lovers.v6
    592 sf-lovers.v7
   1648 sf-lovers.v8
   3600 sf-lovers.v9
   7472 sf-lovers.v10
   6752 sf-lovers.v11
   4944 sf-lovers.v12a
   4000 sf-lovers.v12b
   6000 sf-lovers.v13
   7568 sf-lovers.v14
   4352 sf-lovers.v15a  [Jan 1990 - June 1990]
   3456 sf-lovers.v15b  [July 1990 - December 1990]

Also in the archives: the author lists provided and maintained by John Wenn
are available in the directory pub/sfl/authorlists.  The list for each
author is contained in its own file with the filenames being in the form:
Lastname.Firstname, e.g. Niven.Larry (Please remember, unix filenames are
case sensitive).  Many of the authorlists have recently been updated.  The
complete set of authorlists are also available in the main archive
directory in convenient unix compressed tar format as sf-authors.tar.Z
 
A few notes about the files.  The number that appears to the left of the
file, is the size of the file in kilobytes.  All of the back issues except
for volume 1 are in BABYL mail format.  The first volume, sf-lovers.v1,
includes a number of messages from the early days before digests and there
is much of "historical" interest.

The current volume is Volume 16.  Old issues of this volume may be found in
the same directory as the archives.  They are in the files sf-lovers.xxxyy
where "xxx" is the month of publication and "yy" is the current year.  For
more recent back issues, send your request to
SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.
 
Files in the archives that have been modified within the last month or are
new entries are denoted with a "*" in the lists above.  If anyone notes any
errors or would like to supply missing information, please write to
SF-LOVERS-REQUEST@RUTGERS.EDU.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Nov 91 14:38:32 GMT
From: larne@symbol.com (Larne Pekowsky)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: American version of Red Dwarf in the Works...

Edward_Lee_Whiteside@cup.portal.com writes:
>A mention on Compuserve of an article in Variety last week reports that
>Universal is working on an American version of Red Dwarf for a possible
>mid-season replacement for NBC.  Grant and Naylor (creators of Red Dwarf)
>are involved with at least the pilot episode.
>
>As to whether the "Americanizing" of it will work, only time will tell.
>More details as they surface...

Add me to the growing list of people who doubt it will work.  Anyone
remember Max Headroom?  Another English import, also science fiction, and
also dealing (at least in part) with the computer simulation of a person
(although the person in question was still alive, unlike Rimmer).  The
first 6 episodes were incredibly, unbelievably fantastic, but then the
network ordered it to be simplified, causing the quality to drop
dramatically.  It was cancelled 7 episodes later.  I sort of suspect NBC
would want the 'simplified' version from the beginning.

Still, if anyone can pull it off Bob and Doug can (No, not MacKenzie, Grant
and Naylor!)  I get the impression from the books that they would have
liked to spend a lot more time on the character development, and also
wanted to redo some of the details that didn't make a lot of sense in the
show.  Red Dwarf could work very well as a one hour comedy/drama, if they
can get actors with the right chemistry.  Hm, although I can't seem to come
up with any known American actors I would cast as Lister and Rimmer.
Anyone else have any possibilities?

Larne

------------------------------

Date: 23 Nov 91 04:58:06 GMT
From: klr@decuac.dec.com (Kurt Reisler)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: American version of Red Dwarf in the Works...

Regardless of what happens with the Americanization of Rimmer (the mind
boggles!), the word is that the fifth season of Red Dwarf (that's Red Dwarf
V) should begin broadcast in England early in 1992.

Kurt Reisler
klr@decuac.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Nov 91 08:37:32 GMT
From: ewadams@mork.com (Ernest Adams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: American version of Red Dwarf in the Works...

I agree that if anyone can successfully "Americanize" Red Dwarf, it is
"Grant Naylor" "himself".  There are a surprising number of Americanisms in
the book. Somewhere there's a reference to someone looking left and right
"like a baseball pitcher checking the bases."  How many Brits have any idea
how baseball pitchers check the bases?  Likewise zero-gravity football has
"touch-ups" rather than "goals", etc.

If Grant and Naylor are offered reasonable freedom by the Hollywood
cretins, they just might pull it off.  But that's not the way to bet.

Ernest

------------------------------

Date: 23 Nov 91 17:58:09 GMT
From: jon@eden.berkeley.edu (Jon Rhein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: American version of Red Dwarf in the Works...

ewadams@mork.com (Ernest Adams) writes:
[stuff deleted]
>If Grant and Naylor are offered reasonable freedom by the Hollywood
>cretins, they just might pull it off.  But that's not the way to bet.

Yeah, I agree.  "Creative freedom" and "Hollywood" are simply oxymorons
(and the latter are, of course, simplymorons!) :-)

Regretably, 99 times out of 100 when a good tv show starts out on one of
our American networks, it gets cancelled within a dozen episodes.  And if
*that* doesn't happen, evil Right-Wing Nazis for God (e.g. Jerry Falwell)
manage to get it cancelled for being morally corrupting (i.e. SOAP).

On a BTW, I recently was combing through my video collection, and came
across a copy of the original (British) channel 4 "Max Headroom" movie.
Damn, this was good.  The (American) tv show was also pretty interesting,
though I felt that the British Bryce Lynch was much more suitably evil, and
lacked the geeky nerdishness of his American version counterpart.

Back to Red Dwarf, I just know that if a version is produced here it will
suck.  God, we'll probably end up with Tom Hanks as our friendly
neighborhood hologram and Eddie Murphy as Lister, Keenan Ivory Wayans as
the cat...

Blech.

Jon Rhein

------------------------------

Date: 23 Nov 91 19:18:31 GMT
From: bwross@descartes.waterloo.edu (Kernal Mustard)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: American version of Red Dwarf in the Works...

   Why would you want to do something like this???  The only good thing
that could possibly come out of it would be lots and lots of new shows
(perhaps more money for special effects - but what's wrong with the current
ones?). OK, I'll give anyone who argues that it would probably bring the
show to the large American audience (whose taste tends to be unusual at
times - and certainly bizarre at others). But what's wrong with the current
format?  I think it's great (but then I'm also Canadian, we get a lot of
British exposure).

Brent Ross
bwross@descartes.waterloo.edu

------------------------------

Date: 23 Nov 91 20:57:30 GMT
From: yep@wam.umd.edu (Elizabeth Ng)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RED DWARF IN SYNDICATION

Most likely, if RD will be 'Americanized', it'll be in syndication like
Star Rek:TNG.

If it is, it has a better can (chance) of being a *good* show than letting
the network bigwigs control the creativity of the show.

yep@wam.umd.edu

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 91 20:06:18 GMT
From: asd@sage.cc.purdue.edu (Kareth)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Prisoner: What's it all about?

This might not be the right place to post, this, but I can't think of too
many other places.  Recently, I've seen parts of several episodes of The
Prisoner.  It looks like a pretty intriguing show, but I'm totally confused
as to what's going on.  It'd help if I could see the show from the
beginning, but alas I can't.  I don't even know what IS the beginning.  I'm
hoping someone out there knows what this show is about and might be able to
provide me with the scoop on what in the world this show is about.

Thanks.

------------------------------

Date: 26 Nov 91 21:00:03 GMT
From: edotto@uipsuxb.ps.uiuc.edu (Edward C. Otto III)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Prisoner: What's it all about?

asd@sage.cc.purdue.edu (Kareth) writes:
>This might not be the right place to post, this, but I can't think of too
>many other places.  Recently, I've seen parts of several episodes of The
>Prisoner.  It looks like a pretty intriguing show, but I'm totally
>confused as to what's going on.  It'd help if I could see the show from
>the beginning, but alas I can't.  I don't even know what IS the beginning.
>I'm hoping someone out there knows what this show is about and might be
>able to provide me with the scoop on what in the world this show is about.

The series (12 or 13 episodes, I think!!) opens with #6 resigning from the
service that he was a member of - some secret organization.

He goes home, gets drugged, kidnapped, and taken to 'The Village', where
many varied attempts are made to break him.  The series ends with the
episode in which he gets to meet #1 as he was just elected #2.

Won't tell you just HOW it ends, mind you, just watch for the cute double
plot twist at the end of the final episode.

Edward C. Otto III
Printing Services Office
54A E. Gregory Drive	
Champaign, IL  61820	
217/333-9422
e-otto@uiuc.edu
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Date: 26 Nov 91 22:24:13 GMT
From: naran@fraser.sfu.ca (Travers Naran)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Prisoner: What's it all about?

asd@sage.cc.purdue.edu (Kareth) writes:
>This might not be the right place to post, this, but I can't think of too
>many other places.  Recently, I've seen parts of several episodes of The
>Prisoner.  It looks like a pretty intriguing show, but I'm totally
>confused as to what's going on.  It'd help if I could see the show from
>the beginning, but alas I can't.  I don't even know what IS the beginning.
>I'm hoping someone out there knows what this show is about and might be
>able to provide me with the scoop on what in the world this show is about.

Beginning: THe Prisoner (Patrick McGoohan) resigns from British
Intelligence. Then while packing to go on vacation, a mysterious undertaker
figure pumps knock out gas through the keyhole and our hero passes out. He
wakes up the next morning in the Village. He then tries to find out:
   a) Who operates the village?
   b) Why they want to know why he resigned?
   c) How to escape

But in the last two episodes ("The End" I think? and something else) We
find out quite a bit more. For example, everyone is assigned a number.
Patrick (The Prisoner) is #6, the highest ranking "keeper" is #2 who works
for a mysterious #1 whom we only meet in the last episode. And let me tell
you, the ending originally was accepted by everyone, but lately there has
been some severe controversy over it!  :-) Try getting a news group called
alt.tv.prisoner which is where all the Prisoner fans hang out. :-)

You can mail me if you want to know more.

Travers Naran
naran@fraser.sfu.ca
naran@sfu.ca
naran@csil.cs.sfu.ca
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Date: 22 Nov 91 13:54:21 GMT
From: csw86@seq1.keele.ac.uk
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: QL: Blind Faith

>>When Sam had to give the concert, Al showed up with the music and Sam
>>started playing, perfectly.....it was never really explained as to how,
>>but I recall Al saying something like "You have already played it, or you
>>will, when you're 19..."  somone who could hardly play chopsticks
>>suddenly doing what Sam did seems a bit unlikely.  What was the
>>explanation?
>
>The way I see it was that Sam as a 19 year old in his original history
>played that piece of music at a concert. That would have been in 1972 - in
>the future as far as Sam was concerned at the time Al said it.

If you recall from the pilot episode, in 1972 Sam was playing in a baseball
game and he phoned his own home. The Sam in the real 1972 was about 9 or 10
years old as we could clearly see - not at all 19.  Does anybody know what
day Sam was actually born?  How about a storyline where Sam goes back to
help as a doctor and unlike the pilot episode, delivers himself instead of
someone else's baby? That would be an interesting story!

>Did anyone notice that this episode was only just over 43 minutes long? I
>know they've been cutting the pre-amble off the start and the leap into
>"So Help Me God" wasn't the original one (why can't the BBC show the
>episodes in order? Sigh!), but I'm still wondering whether something got
>cut out :-(

I hate the way the BBC are always messing around with the QL shows. One in
particular was the start of one shown at the end of the last run on BBC
where Sam got off a bus in a sailor's outfit and said "My God, I'm
Popeye!". If you look closely at the credits of QL at the start you will
see the clip when he 'leaps' into the sailor story. What I want to know is
why didn't we see this one? Does anyone know how many the BBC are planning
to show? It was obvious that the first BBC run included all the American
first series and part of the second American series because of when the
'leaping' effect with the blue light changed slightly.

Dom
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Today's Topics:

		   Television - Quantum Leap (5 msgs) &
                                Blake's 7 (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 91 17:26:48 GMT
From: turne460@skdad.usask.ca (T'Keela)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: QL: Unchained 11/27/91 *SPOILERS*

Seeing the appallingly low number of posts about this week's QL, I figured
I might as well get the ball rolling.  :)

Then again, it was Thanksgiving in the US, wasn't it?  Was QL preempted
this week down there?  Or did I just see a rerun?

SPOILERS 

Anyway, I just had to proclaim my infinite happiness at being a master of
the remote control and being able to avoid the NBC "promos" (read
"spoilers" for this week's QL.  Minutes before the show started, the
announcer started to say, "Next, on Quantum Leap..." and I switched to
another channel for a few moments before I could have the plot spoiled.  I
can see it now: "... Sam helps a prisoner in the 1950's to escape, only
to be recaptured, and almost dies in a fight to the death until Al creates
a distraction and saves him.  Next!"  Oh, boy.  :) I could write these
things for NBC!  :) :) :)

The show itself was OK, but not exceptional.  The usual exceptional acting
on Scott and Dean's part.  Al had some great lines, as usual: "and if I
were blonde, I'd be Madonna!"

turne460@skdad.usask.ca
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Date: 29 Nov 91 21:05:35 GMT
From: amd@space.mit.edu (Ann M. Davis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: QL: Unchained 11/27/91 *SPOILERS*

turne460@skdad.Usask.CA (T'Keela) writes:
> The show itself was OK, but not exceptional.  The usual exceptional
>acting on Scott and Dean's part.  Al had some great lines, as usual: "and
>if I were blonde, I'd be Madonna!"

I agree. It was an entertaining episode, but nothing exceptionally
noteworthy about it.  I found it reasonably predictable.  The labor/prison
camp in the deep south is a pretty common plot.  Corrupt state officials
kidnap strangers and sentence them to jail on trumped up charges, never to
be seen again.  This isn't quite what happened here, but it's close enough.
I thought the Warden would turn out to be corrupt too, but I missed that
call.

Next week is a Christmas episode repeat.  I guess we're now into the
December reruns.  If it weren't for the Grinch, I could probably turn the
tv off until January.

Ann M. Davis
MIT Center for Space Research		
amd@space.mit.edu
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Date: 29 Nov 91 23:17:20 GMT
From: lis@chaos.cs.brandeis.edu (Elisabeth Riba)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: QL: Unchained 11/27/91 *SPOILERS*

amd@space.mit.edu (Ann M. Davis) writes:
>I agree. It was an entertaining episode, but nothing exceptionally
>noteworthy about it.  I found it reasonably predictable.  

Predictable would have been them being freed and the charges dropped.
Realize that they are now fugitives and, while they're no longer in jail,
they will still spend the rest of their lives on the run from the law.  Not
QUITE the happy ending it may seem.

Plus, I think the characterizations on all sides were well done.  I really
felt for Boone when he was put in the pit.  And I liked the fact that Al
actually got a thank you for his ever-important role.  And, I also
appreciate when they take advantage of Al's abilities with children and
animals (here, _Last_Dance_, _Justice_...)

>Next week is a Christmas episode repeat.  I guess we're now into the
>December reruns.  If it weren't for the Grinch, I could probably turn the
>tv off until January.

Yeah, but I haven't seen that one yet (and isn't the dignified man wearing
the birthday suit in the teaser from _Doctor_Doctor_?)

Elisabeth Anne Riba
lis@cs.brandeis.edu
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Date: 30 Nov 91 01:42:48 GMT
From: kbesrl@ux1.cso.uiuc.edu (R. Bharat Rao)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: QL: Unchained 11/27/91 *SPOILERS*

Although this one too had its faults, the ending was anything but
predictable.  Come on, weren't you fully expecting the bad guy to get
implicated and have Boon freed, instead the villain dies and they escape -
no dispensing of `justice' to all the bad guys, and that at least was
non-predictable.

I've been coming down hard on QL for predictability and preaching, but not
on this one.

>Next week is a Christmas episode repeat.  I guess we're now into the
>December reruns.  If it weren't for the Grinch, I could probably turn the
>tv off until January.

`The Little Miracle' is a Grade A stinker folks - one of the worst eggs
that QL has ever laid.  It goes from being just about bearable to
intolerable in the last 30 seconds as they get waaaaaay to cutesy.

R. Bharat Rao
Beckman Institute for Advanced Science and Technology
Electrical & Computer Engineering
University of Illinois, Urbana
bharat@cs.uiuc.edu
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Date: 30 Nov 91 15:35:29 GMT
From: dmb7229@ultb.rit.edu (D.M. Brown )
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: QL: The Next Leap (WAS Re: QL: Unchained 11/27/91 *SPOILERS*)

kbesrl@ux1.cso.uiuc.edu (R. Bharat Rao) writes:
>`The Little Miracle' is a Grade A stinker folks - one of the worst eggs
>that QL has ever laid.  It goes from being just about bearable to
>intolerable in the last 30 seconds as they get waaaaaay to cutesy.

That's one opinion.  For another I would offer that while 'A Little
Miracle' was by no means original, it was a lot of fun AND great viewing,
even just to see Charles Rocket.  The final 30 seconds was a bit much, but
otherwise, I liked it a lot.

Debbie Brown
dmb7229@ultb.isc.rit.edu
deb@jloda.cci.com
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Date: 27 Nov 91 00:10:02 GMT
From: jhildeb1@cc.swarthmore.edu (Jeff Hildebrand)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Blake's 7: Opinions wanted about the final episode.

   Actually I'm looking for opinions about a very specific matter. To
explain involves spoilers for the final episode of Blake's 7 and the movie
Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid. If you haven't seen either of them, go
on to the next article now.

   SPOILERS ahead

   Ok, I just saw Butch Cassidy this past weekend and the ending strongly
reminded me of the end of Blake, namely our heros are surrounded with no
way out, they come to life to fight until the end, the picture freezes,
guns fire and up comes the end music.

   This seems straightforward enough. I can certainly believe that Chris
Boucher model the ending of Blake on the ending of Butch Cassidy. (Although
if anyone wants to debate that, feel free, I've been arguing with one
person about it for several days now.) The thing that struck me is that if
they were carrying the similarities a little farther, this would explain
why Servalan isn't present at the end. In Butch Cassidy, Butch asks
Sundance if [what's his name, the marshall] is out there and it turns out
he isn't. ("Oh good, I thought we were really in trouble.") If Blake was
following that, then of course the person who has been chasing them forever
isn't going to be there.

   Opinions anyone?

Jeff
jhildeb1@cc.swarthmore.edu
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Date: 27 Nov 91 11:50:56 GMT
From: ucjtrjf@ucl.ac.uk (Jonny Farringdon)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Blake's 7: Opinions wanted about the final episode.

jhildeb1@cc.swarthmore.edu (Jeff Hildebrand) writes:
>SPOILERS
[...]
>The thing that struck me is that if they were carrying the similarities a
>little farther, this would explain why Servalan isn't present at the end.
>In Butch Cassidy, Butch asks Sundance if [what's his name, the marshall]
>is out there and it turns out he isn't. ("Oh good, I thought we were
>really in trouble.") If Blake was following that, then of course the
>person who has been chasing them forever isn't going to be there.
>
>Opinions anyone?

Us UK viewers haven't seen B7 for a very LONG time, despite the very many
requests, apparent from the tv show `Points Of View', which seems to treat
requests for it as a running joke.

So, bear with me if my memory lets me down a little.

From what I recall, The last epispode of B7 left me feeling that it was NOT
true. That it had happened, but that what was seen was not. (?)

For the last n episodes Blake was absent, and there was this vague quest to
find him. Was it not he, in that fateful ending who was somehow responsible
for the `shooting' of them all?  I left the series thinking that it was a
`shooting' engineered by Blake (as best he could under the circumstances),
so it was only a `shooting', that is not to say WHAT they were shot with.

With BC, you know they die, there is an epitaph, none was given for the B7
crew.

Forgive my shaky memory, the BBC hasn't shown the programs since their
original viewing (think).  

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 91 15:46:47 GMT
From: mcrw@hobbit.gandalf.ca (Mark Woodward)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Blake's 7: Opinions wanted about the final episode.

SPOILERS

ucjtrjf@ucl.ac.uk (Jonny Farringdon) writes:
>From what I recall, The last epispode of B7 left me feeling that it was
>NOT true. That it had happened, but that what was seen was not. (?)
>
>For the last n episodes Blake was absent, and there was this vague quest
>to find him. Was it not he, in that fateful ending who was somehow
>responsible for the `shooting' of them all?  I left the series thinking
>that it was a `shooting' engineered by Blake (as best he could under the
>circumstances), so it was only a `shooting', that is not to say WHAT they
>were shot with.

Ok, close. Blake was a bounty hunter catching (Federation) outlaws for the
prices on their head. Avon had ORAC try to trace Blake and knew of his
location for quite a while. The only reason Avon went after Blake finally
was because the alliance he tried to set up in 'Warlord' (second last
episode) failed and Blake was his last chance to defeat the Federation.

Next we see Blake capture a female outlaw and claim the reward. Scorpio is
shot down, Tarant is left onboard, and crashes on the planet. Blake find
Tarant and returns with him to the base (Avon and company following).
Tarant freaks when Blake turns him in to collect the reward and escapes.
Guards are called and one of them happens to be the female outlaw
previously caught (hmmm). Now it's explained that the bounty hunter scheme
is a test before recruiting new outlaws to the rebellion.

Meanwhile Avon has entered the base and been told by Tarant of Blake's
attempt to turn him in. Blake shows up and tries to explain to Avon that it
was a test. Avon feels betrayed and shoots him (lots of blood).  The female
outlaw then pulls a gun and informs everyone that they are Federation
prisoners (she was Federation all along but Blake failed to see this).
Dayna tries to shoot her but is shot, Sulin then shoots her as Federation
troops pour in. Villa is shot (in the back), Tarant shoots back, nails a
guard and then Sulin is shot. Tarant gets shot trying to get to Sulin. Avon
is surrounded by troops with Blake at his feet. He smiles (fade to black) a
shot is fired (pause) multiple shots then the music starts.

My view is that Blake was the real Blake (not another clone) and was killed
by Avon. Blake was trying to build up a new rebel force but his methods
backfired on Avon and company. There was no blood from Villa et al. when
they were shot but a lot of blood from Blake. I can't remember the
Federation using a 'stun' mode before but...

I heard there was a book that carried the story after this episode, anyone
remember the author and plot?

Mark
Gandalf Data Ltd.    
(613)723-6500 Ext 8702
mcrw@hobbit.gandalf.ca 
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Date: 27 Nov 91 16:22:07 GMT
From: ramsey@wucs1.wustl.edu (Betsy Ramsey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Blake's 7: Opinions wanted about the final episode.

This posting contains SPOILERS for "Blake", the last episode of _Blake's
7_.

ucjtrjf@ucl.ac.uk (Jonny Farringdon) writes:
>From what I recall, The last epispode of B7 left me feeling that it was
>NOT true. That it had happened, but that what was seen was not. (?)

Thank you, thank you, thank you!  I was beginning to think I was the *only*
person in the universe who believes that the events in "Blake" are not what
they seem to be on the surface.

Our PBS station here in the Washington, DC area (WETA) just finished a run
of _Blake's 7_.  "Blake" aired November 3rd.

Before the episode was half over, I was convinced that the entire thing was
being set up by Blake and Avon, working together.  Avon was very confident
about what he was doing, right from the start.  So was Blake.  So much so
that I cannot buy the "spontaneous" shooting at the end.  Particularly with
both of them (Blake and Avon, not Thomas and Darrow) overacting so much.
(I mean, really, when has Avon ever been so melodramtic: "Is it *true*?
Have you betrayed *us*?!?  Have you betrayed *ME*?!?"  And Blake's dialogue
was equally at odds with his previous behavior.)

I believe that Avon, realizing his situation was becoming untenable
(particularly after "Warlord"), had contacted Blake and the two of them had
arranged to fake their deaths to gain some time so the pacification drug
antitoxin could be developed and distributed, and the revolution organized
properly.

There are all those other little clues in the episode that don't add up
otherwise.  Examples:

  Gauda Prime has been told by the Federation to put its house in
  order.  It is "the day of the bounty hunter" - outlaws are definitely
  not welcome.  It would seem to be a bad time for the Scorpio crew to
  pay a visit.  Unless you're hoping for those exact circumstances for
  some other reason.  And Avon is neither surprised nor concerned
  about Blake's supposed new profession.

  When Scorpio is attacked, everyone wonders about the identity of the
  attackers.  Except Avon.  The only thing surprises him is the
  severity of the damage they inflict.  And this is the only episode
  in which Orac is tied down.  Coincidence?

  Blake receives electronic permission to hunt two outlaws.  Then the
  computer disgorges another permit granting Blake law enforcement
  authority.  This is a surprise to Deva.  Blake makes a joke.  The
  appearance of the second card is not explained further, and the
  authority it grants is never used.  Sounds to me like a signal from
  Avon to Blake via Orac, with some subtle teasing thrown in.

  And then there's Orac's impersonation of a Federation distress
  signal.  Avon is calmly sitting under a tree, waiting for pickup.
  Another signal to Blake, IMHO, and part of their contingency plan.

  Blake identities himself to Arlen very early on.  And she attempts
  to sell him out to Deva (which hardly gives her a passing grade on
  any test, let alone one Blake would devise).  Later, in the course
  of his "argument" with Deva, Blake and Deva reveal everything about
  the state of the rebellion, including the belief that it can't
  survive Blake's death.  And who, not so coincidentally, is standing
  there listening?  Arlen.  I think Blake revealed exactly what he
  wanted her to hear.  After they all "die", she'll go back to the
  Federation and report that the rebellion is dead as well.

  And even if Blake's argument with Deva had caused me to doubt my own
  theory, those doubts would have been erased when, just before he and
  Arlen leave for their rendezvous with destiny in the control room,
  Blake says "Relax, Deva.  Nobody's indispensible."  What's so
  convincing about that?  The fact that earlier in the episode, when
  Soolin was questioning him about the viability of the rebel alliance
  without Zukan (sp) as a figurehead, Avon said "Nobody is
  indispensible."  The odds of the two of them saying the exact same
  sentence after a separation of two years are far too great for them
  not to have been in communication more recently.

  What about Avon's mystery rifle?  He didn't have it before the crew
  enters the control room.  It's not one of the rifles carried by the
  men who attacked Vila, Dayna and Soolin in the shack, and they
  weren't carrying any rifles on the way to the flyer anyway.  So he
  got it at the base or on the flyer.  Why would he choose to carry a
  weapon of unknown quality rather than his familiar Xenon pistol?  He
  handles it strangely as he is turning around to shoot Klyn, who
  "dies" bloodlessly, unlike Blake.

  And where did they leave Orac?

I could go on (and on and on), but in short, I believe that no one died in
the last scene of "Blake", least of all Blake or Avon.  The Federation
troops are actually Blake's paople, and everyone was shot with stun
charges.  What might happen next is that the troops stun Avon into oblivion
and are in turn stunned by rebel reinforcements.  They revive Arlen, giving
her plenty of opportunity to observe the "carnage" while there's general
"confusion" and comments about how the base must be abandoned immediately.
They allow her to slip away and make her escape.  And then everyone does
abandon the Gauda Prime base, which was never intended to be the actual
base of operations anyway.  Of course, this whole thing isn't going to sit
well with the Scorpio crew, whom Avon kept in the dark (though to give him
credit, he did drop some clues: "Do you imagine I would take us in blind?")
I wouldn't want to be him when he has to face them with what he's done,
successful though it was.

Betsy Ramsey
The Catholic University of America
Washington DC
Internet: RAMSEY@CUAVAX.DNET.CUA.EDU
Bitnet: RAMSEY@CUA
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Today's Topics:

	     Books - Barker & Brust & Bull (2 msgs) & Clarke &
                     Cook & Effinger & Kurtz & Lackey & 
                     Lem (4 msgs) & May & The Trinity Paradox

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 2 Dec 91 05:20:37 GMT
From: miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu (Mike Odeen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Raymond Feist and Barker's Empire of the Petal Throne

>I believe Barker once did an EPT novel. Has anyone read it?

Barker has done two EPT novels.  I beagn reading the first, the name of
which I can't really remember... something like "The Man of Gold" maybe?

I'm not much of a fantasy reader, but I thought the universe and background
for EPT were fairly interesting.  The novel has a lot to say about the
native languages, reminded me of Tolkien (only more) in that respect.  The
plot seemed to get bogged down and I never made it past 150 pages.

Nice cover art by Michael Whelan.

Michael J. Odeen
miodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu
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Date: 3 Dec 91 02:04:11 GMT
From: aahz@netcom.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Steven Brust:  Next Vlad novel (SPOILERS)

sef@kithrup.COM (Sean Eric Fagan) writes:
>Brust was at a local bookstore, doing a signing, and said that he has
>three upcoming books.  One, which should be out in June or July, will be a
>collaboration with some person(s) whose name(s) I forget, as well as the
>title.  The next one, approximately six months after that, will be a
>"contemporary fairytale," and had a weird title I won't even try to spell.
>The third book, due in about a year from next april, will be a Vlad novel.
>
>SPOILERS for that one below.
>
>It takes place about two years after _Phoenix_, and isn't told from Vlad's
>perspective, because, and to quote Brust, "I couldn't kill him off if it
>was from his perspective."  He won't say whether or not he *will* kill him
>off, of course.

He said the same thing at Silicon.  To be precise, he said that after
someone asked him why all his books were written in the first person.
(And, yes, the questioner was corrected on his mistaken notions)

>Anyway.  Nice person (Brust, that is).  Looked like a "biker"-type, and
>was willing to sign all of the books people had.  (Several came in with
>copies of every Brust book; I only had one from each "series," and _The
>Phoenix Guards_.  He was surprised at how old my copy of _Jhereg_ was
>8-;.)

Agreed.  One dimwit came in with ~12 copies of _The Sun, The Moon, The
Stars_.  Me, I don't like the practice of autographing; I only asked him to
autograph _TPG_ as a gift for a friend.  Actually, very few people were
asking for autographs, so he spent most of the time in an interview with a
local radio station.

He's got a rather wicked sense of humor in real life, too, not just in the
books... And he's a great drummer.  <snicker>

Dan Bernstein
aahz@netcom.com 
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Date: 2 Dec 91 02:26:49 GMT
From: rob@kralizec.zeta.org.au (Robert Matthews)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: War for the Oaks

Hmmm. Enjoyed 'War for the Oaks', but read it some time ago.  I also
enjoyed Wizard of the Pigeons, but spent most of my time wanting to take
the main character by the throat and throttle some sense into him.

Robbie Matthews
rob@kralizec.zeta.org.au

------------------------------

Date: 2 Dec 91 22:45:00 GMT
From: HUMPHRIES@SOC.DECNet (HUMPHRIES)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Emma Bull's characters (Was: Re: War for the Oaks)

zed@silver.lcs.mit.edu (Edward Lopez) writes:
>"self-indulgent" doesn't usually come to my mind to describe a book, but
>it did here. The whole tone [of _War for the Oaks_] was "wouldn't it be
>great to be friends with elves and make neato music and wear neato
>clothes?". It so dripped with authorial affection for the characters that
>I couldn't take the conflict seriously.

I've found that to be a flaw in both of her 'Minneapolis' books: _War for
the Oaks_ and _Bonedance_. She does write about what she knows (Mpls music,
NOT Filk, fandom), however this has become a trend (if you allow two
observations to be counted as a trend) towards transforming groups of
people into quasi-idealized characters. The 'hoodo engineers' in
_Bonedance_ are an example of this. Their appearance as a utopian community
existing just outside the the City-state of Minneapolis is incongruous.
Given what we know about the ruling class, it seems odd the hoodo engineers
would last any length of time before getting overran by the autocrats.

The wish to put one's friends in the story isn't sinful at all; but, when
it upsets the verisimilitude, then it is a public bad.
                                       
Bill Humphries
UW Economics
humphrie@macc.wisc.edu

------------------------------

From: cs169095@cs.brown.edu (Eric Marin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: War for the Oaks
Date: 3 Dec 91 01:27:15 GMT

What is Wizard of the Pigeons?  A novel or short story?  I've heard the
name, but I didn't know Bull wrote it.

Eric Marin

------------------------------

Date: 2 Dec 91 18:23:52 GMT
From: andres@cbnewsj.cb.att.com (Andy C)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Next RAMA Book?

I just finished reading "Garden of Rama", does anyone know when the next
installment will be.  They really left things hanging at the end of this
one!  I hate it when that happens!

Andy C

------------------------------

Date: 2 Dec 91 20:21:44 GMT
From: HEROY%LSUVM@ricevm1.rice.edu (Paul Heroy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: re: New Glen Cook novel

David Heck said:
>I just picked up a copy of _Red Iron Nights_, Glen Cook's latest effort,
>published in paperback by ROC ($3.99US).  According to the cover it is
>'From the Files of Garrett P.I.'.  I'm an avid fan of Glen Cook, and have
>been eagerly awaiting his next publication since _Tower of Fear_.  Has
>anyone out there in netland read this yet?

Personally, I found this latest Garrett installment kind of lame. Cook does
seem to be trying to move Garrett in a new direction by the end of the
book, which is fine, but the story is pretty boring. Much less complex and
interesting than the previous books in the series. He basically sets up a
situation, has Garrett solve it, then Whoops! that wasn't *really* it, try
again, and again. Blech. The style is still engaging, but Garrett's
companionship with the opposite sex has dried up, which makes things less
fun. (Though not exactly a characteristic with which most of us can't
identify...) I'd say Red Iron Nights is only enjoyable by hard-core
Cook/Garrett fans (which I will readily admit to being).

Paul Heroy
heroy@lsuvm.sncc.lsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Dec 91 19:22:58 GMT
From: issi!longley@uunet.uu.net (Mark Longley)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: George Alec Effinger's _The Exile Kiss_

shiva@pro-smof.cts.com (System Smof) writes:
>This new book by George Alec Effinger hit me in a strange sort of way,
>since I read it while I was hungry. This book is chock full of interesting
>food. People are always having breakfast, talking at meals, that sort of
>thing. It really made my stomach growl. All that and good sf, too!

Yes, it's very good SF, and the food made me salivate.  I've eaten some of
those dishes in Middle Eastern restaurants, and they're wonderful.  If you
liked _The Exile Kiss_, you ought to read the preceding two books: _When
Gravity Fails_ and _A Fire in the Sun_.  Marid Audran's fascinating
character and story is growing and eventually will fill 5 books, according
to a past news item in this digest.

Mark Longley
longley%issi.uucp@cs.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Dec 91 20:34:41 GMT
From: eah4@po.cwru.edu (Elizabeth A. Hlabse)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Katherine Kurtz Update

I had been planning on seeing Katherine at a con next Jan., but it got
cancelled, so I had to settle for writing to her instead.  The following is
a part of what she wrote back.  I hope you find it as informative (and
frustrating) as I did.

Transcribed from letter:

_Javan's Year_ is nearly finished and should be out by next fall in
hardcover. _The Bastard Prince_ is 1992's project, to appear in fall of
1993. (This one will bring us up through at least some of the events of
948.) I'll probably do the Childe Morgan books next, which are the
immediate precursors of _Deryni Rising_. At some point, totally out of
sequence and as a 4th book in the 2nd Kelson series, I hope to squeeze in
the book in which Kelson finally gains a bride. I fear folks may lynch me
if I leave him wifeless for too long! (But do remember, he's only 19!)

Another project in progress is a new fantasy.thriller series, _The Adept_,
set in present-day Scotland, co-authored with Deborah Turner Harris.  Sir
Adam Sinclair is a psychiatrist and senior Adept in the Dr. Taverner mould
- - and perhaps his spiritual successor. His esoteric colleagues are an
Edinburgh police inspector who is a medium (Det. Chief Inspector Noel
McLeod) and Peregrine Lovat, a young portrait artist who can paint his
sitters' past lives - and sometimes their deaths.  _Adept 2: The Lodge of
the Lynx_ is due for release in April/May of 1992.  _Adept 3: The Templar
Treasure_ is in progress.

Outside the Deryni and Adept universes, I am also working on a mainstream
project set during the American War for Independence, with some of the same
kind of flavor of _Lammas Night_.  Some of the "historical" characters
featured in _Two Crowns for America_ include George Washington, Lafayette,
Bonnie Prince Charlie, and the Count of Saint-Germain.  Look for it in 1993
or 1994, from Bantam.  There is also a strong possibility of another novel
featuring the principal characters from _Lammas Night_, set later in WW II.

------------------------------

Date: Mon, 2 Dec 1991 16:22 EST
From: PYMCKAM@indsvax1.indstate.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Heralds of Valdemar

Has anyone here heard of Mercedes Lackey?  There are several books out of
hers -  The Last Herald Mage Trilogy, The Heralds of Valdemar Trilogy, the
Oathbound Duo, Burning Water, Jinx High, Children of the Night, and a
collaboration with Andre Norton called The Elvenbane and a new one to
start the Mage Winds Trilogy called Winds of Fate.  If you've heard of her
I'd be happy to hear from you, if not, give her a try.  Thanks.
                                                    
Brad
PYMCKAM@INDSVAX1

------------------------------

Date: 2 Dec 91 00:42:28 GMT
From: steve@work.berkeley.edu (Steve Goldfield)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Stanislaw Lem and Strugatsky bros.

Are there any other Lem enthusiasts out there? I've always thought Lem and
the brothers Strugatsky were among the best in the SF genre. I went so far
as to buy a hardcover copy of "Tales of Pirx the Pilot," which is more
action-oriented and less philosphical than many of Lem's longer works.

In general, I've always been impressed by science fiction from other
countries. Such writers often have different assumptions about society and
human relations. The same is true of espionage fiction.  I read a very good
Bulgarian spy novel some years back. It had nothing whatsoever to do with
the cold war; it was about an attempt by the former royal family to conduct
sabotage.

Steve Goldfield

------------------------------

Date: 2 Dec 91 04:08:39 GMT
From: mcirvin@husc10.harvard.edu (Mcirvin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem

steve@work.berkeley.edu (Steve Goldfield) writes:
>Are there any other Lem enthusiasts out there? I've always thought Lem and
>the brothers Strugatsky were among the best in the SF genre. [...]

Yes, I'm a Lem addict.  Over the last few summers I think I've been solely
responsible for Lem sales at the Boulder Bookstore in Boulder, Colorado.
This man has better ideas than anybody else I've seen, and is capable of
making weird doings sound plausible.  He's equally at home writing wild
satire and extremely hard SF.

>In general, I've always been impressed by science fiction from other
>countries. Such writers often have different assumptions about society and
>human relations. The same is true of espionage fiction.

Has anyone out there read a novel called _Self-Discovery_ by Vladimir
Savchenko?  I found it a few years ago published as part of some series of
recent Soviet SF edited or endorsed by Theodore Sturgeon. A strange and
impressive book.

Matt McIrvin

------------------------------

Date: 2 Dec 91 16:13:56 GMT
From: bmadsen@bambam.dsd.es.com (Bruce Madsen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem

I've only read "The Cyberiad, Tales for the Cybernetic Age" by Lem, but it
ranks among my all-time favorite SF. I'd be interested in any other
recommendations for works by Lem.

To show my ignorance, I've never heard of Strugatsky Bros.

Bruce K. Madsen
Evans & Sutherland Computer Corp.
Salt Lake City, Utah
(801)582-5847
bmadsen@dsd.es.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Dec 91 16:35:55 GMT
From: jt8@cunixf.cc.columbia.edu (James Terman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem and Strugatsky bros.

If you have not read it yet, read this book: The Futurological Congress.
Read it!  It's wonderful.  Even if you have read other things by Lem and
don't like him, read it anyway.

James L. Terman
jt8@cunixf.cc.columbia.edu
JLT%CUTHRY.BITNET@cuvmb.cc.columbia.edu

------------------------------

Date: 2 Dec 91 15:12:00 GMT
From: dweissman@amarna.gsfc.nasa.gov (WiseGuy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Saga of the Exiles (Spoilers)

csw90@seq1.keele.ac.uk (Kharanth elMorak) writes:
>Has anyone any idea of what became of Elisabeth? At the end of The
>Adversary she went with Marc Remillard to the Tanu system. However in
>Intervention, Marc was revealed to be a Lylmik (i.e. Atoning Unifex) but
>Elizabeth had no mention whatsoever. Now obviously Marc could have taught
>Elizabeth the self rejuvenation program, so she could obviously have
>survived to the Intervention. Right having established this, it seems that
>the other 4 Lylmik ('s plural??) in Intervention did not know who Marc
>was, so obviously neither of them were Elizabeth. Does anyone have any
>ideas?

Elizabeth could be anywhere.  If the Duat Galaxy matured faster, Marc and
the Tanu could have spread out to other galaxies to guide the growth of the
galactic 'mind'.  Elizabeth might have another galaxy as her assignment.
Marc, on the other hand, had a lot to make up for and since he was probably
the maturist mind in the Duat Galaxy, he made sure he 'drew' his home
Galaxy.  Another possibility is signaled in his new name 'Atoning Unifex',
the Unifex make indicate that he may be a blend of different minds
including Elizabeth's.  The last possibility was mentioned in
'Intervention' was of that others had tired and 'gone on' to a higher plane
of reality.

>AND, does anyone have any information regarding the publishing of Jack the
>Bodiless, Illusio DiamondMask and Magnificat. If so please let us know!!

I think Locus mentioned January or February of '92 for 'Jack the Bodiless'.

Dave Weissman
Broadband and FDDI LAN Operations Group
Code 543.8
Goddard Space Flight Center    
Greenbelt, Maryland 20771      
dweissman@amarna.gsfc.nasa.gov

------------------------------

Date: Tue, 19 Nov 91 13:53 EST
From: mtgzy!ecl (Evelyn C Leeper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: THE TRINITY PARADOX by Kevin J. Anderson and Doug Beason

	 THE TRINITY PARADOX by Kevin J. Anderson and Doug Beason
	     Bantam Spectra, 1991, ISBN 0-553-29246-3, $4.99.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   Elizabeth Devane is an anti-war, anti-nuke activist who sneaks into Los
Alamos one night to destroy the government's latest project.  (Anderson and
Beason seem to think breaking into a secure government installation is
easy.)  But whatever the device is - we never really find out - breaking it
up sends her back to 1942.  Stuck there, she passes herself off as a
mathematician sent to work at Los Alamos.  (A facility that screens all
out-going mail would take someone with no identification and no paperwork
to work on such a sensitive project?)  She finds herself caught up in the
project and her small attempts at intentional sabotage do less than her
carelessness (through an extremely unlikely plot device).

   The problem is, I think, that no one behaves realistically.  Devane
wouldn't be allowed in to do classified work.  And I think she would also
be more knowledgeable about the history of nuclear warfare - an anti-nuke
activist who doesn't even know what dates the bombs were dropped on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki wouldn't be high enough in the organization to be
assigned to break into a facility like Los Alamos.  Scientists wouldn't be
smuggling letters to the enemy, even out of such noble motives as sharing
knowledge.  Americans wouldn't have reacted to events as Anderson and
Beason show them.  Germans wouldn't be as careless as they are portrayed.
In general, everyone seems to act as the plot requires, rather than as
human nature and history indicate they would.  While reading a time
travel/alternate history set at Los Alamos has its enjoyable moments, THE
TRINITY PARADOX does not bear close scrutiny.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		      Television - Blake's 7 (6 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 91 22:00:22 GMT
From: barker@dmpe.csiro.au ( David Barker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Blake's 7: Opinions wanted about the final episode. (spoilers?)

>Meanwhile Avon has entered the base and been told by Tarant of Blake's
>attempt to turn him in. Blake shows up and tries to explain to Avon that
>it was a test. Avon feels betrayed and shoots him (lots of blood).  The
>female outlaw then pulls a gun and informs everyone that they are
>Federation prisioners (she was Federation all along but Blake failed to
>see this). Dayna tries to shoot here but is shot, Sulin then shoots her as
>Federation troops pour in. Villa is shot (in the back), Tarant shoots back
>nails a guard and then Sulin is shot. Tarant gets shot trying to get to
>Sulin. Avon is surrounded by troops with Blake at his feet. He smiles
>(fade to black) a shot is fired (pause) multiple shots then the music
>starts.
>
>My view is that Blake was the real Blake (not another clone) and was
>killed by Avon. Blake was trying to build up a new rebel force but his
>methods backfired on Avon and company. There was no blood from Villa et
>al. when they were shot but a lot of blood from Blake. I can't remember
>the Federation using a 'stun' mode before but...

Firstly, correct spellings for the characters:
  Vila (not Villa)
  Soolin (not Sulin)
  Tarrant (has two 'r's)

Now, I agree that it was the real Blake that was killed by Avon due to a
misunderstanding.  However, as was mentioned, you do not see any blood when
the others are shot down.  Dayna is the first to go (after Blake) and is
carefully layed down on the ground after she is shot, so presumably she is
either dead or seriously injured.  Tarrant seems to be making a good
account of himself running around, as he was originally in the Scorpio
crash.  So when he is "shot", he was just injured, or he just fell on
account of his wounds fromthe crash.  Soolin is obviously hit by something
as you see the guns smoking after she falls down the step.  Vila is "shot"
in the back.  Where was Orac at this point in the episode?  You did not see
him after they entered the complex.

The most important scene is the last one which asks the question: is Avon
still alive?  For those who have seen the last scene (I will never forget
the details) after all his companions have been disabled, Avon is stunned
and raises his gun to the surrounding Federation troops and smiles.  A gun
shot is heard (presumably his own), then about ten or fifteen shots are
heard after the scene goes blank.  If you listen carefully to the gunshots,
they are in apparent bursts, and as it takes only "one" shot to kill or
disable Avon, what were these other shots?

My theory is that the rebellion that Blake was setting up was correct and
there is an attack by them at this point (as you have not seen any of them
during the episode).

David Barker

------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 91 18:28:47 GMT
From: johng@joshua.atherton.com (John Gregory)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Blake's 7: Opinions wanted about the final episode.

SPOILER ON END OF B-7

Beg to differ.

There has been a lot of talk about bringing B-7 back.  In alt.fan.Dr_who
there was recently a debate on alternate endings that involved Avon not
getting killed.

The most simple was that they were stunned (whereas pistols don't have such
a setting).  The one I found most Avon-like was that Avon fired the shot
and dropped to the floor, after all he was conpletely surrounded by the
bad-guys :^)

Anyway, the discussions about bringing B-7 back (by more than just
hopeful fans) sorta precludes the chance that the endings match.

John A. Gregory		"...for a lie to work,  it must be
                         shrouded in truth."   
				The Master, Trial of a Time Lord

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 91 12:17:07 GMT
From: mcollins@isis.cs.du.edu (Michael Seymour Collins)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Blake's 7: Opinions wanted about the final episode.

Wow! Completely brilliant! I'm impressed by that well-thought-out theory -
it goes a lot farther than most of the general 'oh well they might have
been stunned not killed' so-called theories which people kept saying when
Blake was first aired in Britain. It fits with the characters, and works
well as a story.

The only problem I have with theories such as that is:

Doesn't the (freak-knows-how-many)-year gap since Blake was aired, along
with the BBCs refusal to make any more episodes despite it being the most
requested show on Pointless Views (sorry, Points Of View) make it quite
likely that the characters are, actually, dead?

It would be nice to think otherwise, but I don't think it's going to
happen...

Mike

------------------------------

Date: 1 Dec 91 00:15:27 GMT
From: grohol@novavax.nova.edu (John Grohol)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re^2: Blake's 7: Opinions wanted about the final episode.

ramsey@wucs1.wustl.edu (Betsy Ramsey) writes:
>This posting contains SPOILERS for "Blake", the last episode of _Blake's
>7_.
>
>Before the episode was half over, I was convinced that the entire thing
>was being set up by Blake and Avon, working together.  Avon was very
>confident about what he was doing, right from the start.  So was Blake.

Yes, Avon was once again confident in finding Blake, nothing more, to use
as a figurehead for the Rebellion. After what happened in the next-to-last
episode (with the Rebellion allies falling apart), Avon needed this one
last straw. As he says early on in the episode, he wouldn't have ever
mentioned Blake if the teaming up of the Rebellion leaders had worked out.

Blake was organizing a NEW Rebellion base, right under the nose of the
Federation. Of course he was confident - he's a leader!

>So much so that I cannot buy the "spontaneous" shooting at the end.
>Particularly with both of them (Blake and Avon, not Thomas and Darrow)
>overacting so much.  (I mean, really - when has Avon ever been so
>melodramtic: "Is it *true*?  Have you betrayed *us*?!?  Have you betrayed
>*ME*?!?"  And Blake's dialogue was equally at odds with his previous
>behavior.)

Look AFTER the dialogue, after the shooting has begun. Avon is standing
over Blake's body (actually beside his body), looking down at it in
disbelief. His friends are dying all around him and it's only at the end,
after all his friends have been shot, that he looks up and sees what's
happened.

>I believe that Avon, realizing his situation was becoming untenable
>(particularly after "Warlord"), had contacted Blake and the two of them
>had arranged to fake their deaths to gain some time so the pacification
>drug antitoxin could be developed and distributed, and the revolution
>organized properly.

I don't buy this, and I will tell you why below...!

>There are all those other little clues in the episode that don't add up
>otherwise.  Examples:

> Gauda Prime has been told by the Federation to put its house in order.
> It is "the day of the bounty hunter"--outlaws are definitely not welcome.
> It would seem to be a bad time for the Scorpio crew to pay a visit.
> Unless you're hoping for those exact circumstances for some other reason.
> And Avon is neither surprised nor concerned about Blake's supposed new
> profession.

Avon, as mentioned, is looking to put a new figurehead at the top of the
Rebellion again. Blake, as bounty hunter, is no surprise.

> When Scorpio is attacked, everyone wonders about the identity of the
> attackers.  Except Avon.  The only thing surprises him is the severity of
> the damage they inflict.  And this is the only episode in which Orac is
> tied down.  Coincidence?

ORAC has been tied down in MANY episodes. Check again. As for Avon, he is
no less surprised than the rest of them! It's Dana who answers Villa's
question of "Who the hell are they?" with "Who the hell cares?!" This is a
null point.

> Blake receives electronic permission to hunt two outlaws.  Then the
> computer disgorges another permit granting Blake law enforcement
> authority.  This is a surprise to Deva.  Blake makes a joke.  The
> appearance of the second card is not explained further, and the authority
> it grants is never used.  Sounds to me like a signal from Avon to Blake
> via Orac, with some subtle teasing thrown in.

I don't think you could say anything about this, other than it was a joke.
To read anything further into it is to project your own plot into the
lines.

> And then there's Orac's impersonation of a Federation distress signal.
> Avon is calmly sitting under a tree, waiting for pickup.  Another signal
> to Blake, IMHO, and part of their contingency plan.

Funny, Blake asks central control about the distress beacon and says,
"Problem?" "Someone's operating a distress beacon. It's on the official
channel." "Then there's nothing in it for me then, " says Blake. Then Blake
goes out and instead of looking for the distress beacon (the logical
choice), he searches out and finds the ship with Tarrant inside.

> Blake identifies himself to Arlen very early on.  And she attempts to
> sell him out to Deva (which hardly gives her a passing grade on any test,
> let alone one Blake would devise).  Later, in the course of his
> "argument" with Deva, Blake and Deva reveal everything about the state of
> the rebellion, including the belief that it can't survive Blake's death.
> And who, not so coincidentally, is standing there listening?  Arlen.  I
> think Blake revealed exactly what he wanted her to hear.  After they all
> "die", she'll go back to the Federation and report that the rebellion is
> dead as well.

There's no indication this was a "fake" argument. Yes, I also question
Blake's ability to tell by his "testing", but that's what gets him killed
at the end. His willingless to trust other rebels. Bad move.  This is just
Blake's personality. "Alright, I find it difficult to trust... It's a
failing I admit." This becomes all the more ironic at the end because the
decisions he's made in trusting will cost him his life.

> And even if Blake's argument with Deva had caused me to doubt my own
> theory, those doubts would have been erased when, just before he and
> Arlen leave for their rendezvous with destiny in the control room, Blake
> says "Relax, Deva.  Nobody's indispensible."  What's so convincing about
> that?  The fact that earlier in the episode, when Soolin was questioning
> him about the viability of the rebel alliance without Zukan (sp) as a
> figurehead, Avon said "Nobody is indispensible."  The odds of the two of
> them saying the exact same sentence after a separation of two years are
> far too great for them not to have been in communication more recently.

I believe that Blake and Avon think alike, and hence the attachment between
the two. They are both leaders and both (now) have a firm grip on reality.
Blake used to be more of an idealist, but running from the Federation after
he was left for dead has turned him more into Avon. It is a sad reality,
but one that both men willingly admit. I can't see how being in
communication with one another would make such a line more likely to occur.
Or is this something they've talked about with one another, over long cups
of coffee while secretly communicating??  I think not - they wouldn't have
a lot of time to philosophize!

> What about Avon's mystery rifle?  He didn't have it before the crew
> enters the control room.  It's not one of the rifles carried by the men
> who attacked Vila, Dayna and Soolin in the shack, and they weren't
> carrying any rifles on the way to the flyer anyway.  So he got it at the
> base or on the flyer.  Why would he choose to carry a weapon of unknown
> quality rather than his familiar Xenon pistol?  He handles it strangely
> as he is turning around to shoot Klyn, who "dies" bloodlessly, unlike
> Blake.

To me it looks very much like one of the rifles that one of the men who
attacked Soolin and Gang carried, probably because he was unable to grab a
pistol before leaving Scorpio. It's difficult to say that Klyn dies
"bloodlessly," since he only got one shot off to her. He shoots THREE times
into Blake, which is much more likely to cause bloodshed.  This may just as
well be a continuity error, or a symbolic message - that Blake's blood has
been shed, therefore he's dead. The others did not have blood when they
were shot by Federation guards, therefore, they may be alive.

What's more disturbing in this scene is who set off the FIRST audio alert?
Shortly after disabling Klyn, Tarrant lunges at another controller, and
knocks him unconscious. During this struggle, the alarm has gone off. By
whom and why??

> And where did they leave Orac?

Orac's no-show here is probably just one of security. Noticed that before
Avon went in to the hut where Villa and Soolin and Dana were staying, he
hid Orac outside. If Avon thinks there is danger involved, he would likely
hide Orac outside (or in the craft) for safe keeping until he makes sure
it's safe to bring him in.

>I could go on (and on and on), but in short, I believe that no one died in
>the last scene of "Blake", least of all Blake or Avon.  The Federation
>troops are actually Blake's paople, and everyone was shot with stun
>charges.  What might happen next is that the troops stun Avon into
>oblivion and are in turn stunned by rebel reinforcements.  They revive
>Arlen, giving her plenty of opportunity to observe the "carnage" while
>there's general "confusion" and comments about how the base must be
>abandoned immediately.  They allow her to slip away and make her escape.
>And then everyone does abandon the Gauda Prime base, which was never
>intended to be the actual base of operations anyway.  Of course, this
>whole thing isn't going to sit well with the Scorpio crew, whom Avon kept
>in the dark (though to given him credit, he did drop some clues: "Do you
>imagine I would take us in blind?")  I wouldn't want to be him when he has
>to face them with what he's done, successful though it was.

A nobel theory. I believe that Blake actually did die, and all the others,
except Avon, survived. Why did Avon also die? Even 10 or 20 stun shots
would seem to severely harm a man. I think Avon bit the bullet there after
firing into the crowd. That's why he smiled, because he knew he was about
to die. Avon is a sarcastic, bitter, realist and this was, perhaps to him,
the greatest joke that was ever made, and he realized it. He killed Blake
and destroyed all that Blake (and he) stood for. This was as ironic as
Blake's inability to distinguish the good from the bad anymore.

For GP NOT to be the rebel base seems like a huge waste of very little
rebel resources. I don't think they would have such a capability to set up
such an elaborate operation just for a "dummy" base.

This is just another defeat in a long line of defeats for Avon and his
troop. It is sad, but not unexpected.

John M. Grohol
Center for Psych. Studies
Nova University
grohol@novavax.nova.edu

------------------------------

Date: 1 Dec 91 12:44:15 GMT
From: csh011@cch.cov.ac.uk (Steve A. Blissett)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re : Blake's 7: Opinions wanted about the final episode

It's been a while since I saw the last episode but here goes:

(possible SPOILER alert)

Isn't it possible that the reason that Avon smiled at the end was because
the enemy troops were dispatched by his as yet unknown allies ( off screen
of course ). And that it was their weapons discharging that was heard
during the credits ( therefore leaving the BBC with the option of bringing
the show back !! )

Even so I'm inclined to think that the depicted ending is the real one as
far as the BBC are concerned, i.e. everyone = RIP !!!.

Just a theory !! ( And it may be an old one at that !! ) 

Steve A. Blissett
Coventry Polytechnic
United Kingdom      
csh011@uk.ac.cov.cck

------------------------------

Date: 2 Dec 91 06:14:00 GMT
From: unknown@ucscb.ucsc.edu (The Unknown User)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Blake's 7: Opinions wanted about the final episode.

mcrw@hobbit.gandalf.ca (Mark Woodward) writes:
>Ok, close. Blake was a bounty hunter catching (Federation) outlaws for the
>prices on their head.

Blake being a bounty hunter seems like the LAST thing he would do.

>Blake finally was because the aliance he tried to set up in 'Warlord'
>(second last episode) failed and Blake was his last chance to defeat the
>federation.

Was that the one where Tarrant fell in love with one of the dudes'
daughters? (And she stowed away, etc.)

>I heard there was a book that carried the story after this episode, anyone
>remember the author and plot?

"Blake's 7: Afterlife" by Tony Atwood.

unknown@ucscb.ucsc.edu

------------------------------
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Date: 1 Dec 91 06:58:23 GMT
From: ramsey@wucs1.wustl.edu (Betsy Ramsey)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Blake's 7: Opinions wanted about the final episode.

grohol@novavax.UUCP (John Grohol) writes:
> ramsey@wucs1.wustl.edu (Betsy Ramsey) writes:
>> This posting contains spoilers for "Blake", the last episode of
>> _Blake's 7_.

Before I get to the details of John's posting, let me provide a little
background on my expectations of "Blake".

When I sat down to watch "Blake" for the first time, I already knew (from
fanfic and some snippets of video I had seen) how the episode, and thus
series, ended.  I also knew what conventional wisdom had to say about this:
Blake, distrustful after years of fighting a losing battle with the
Federation and obsessed with his need to test prospective candidates, makes
a serious mistake in attempting to manipulate Avon when they meet in the
control room.  Avon, stressed to the breaking point after the combined
events from Terminal on, cannot cope with Blake's evasive answer to his
question, and kills him (and his own sanity as well, no doubt).

I was prepared to be depressed, and was hoping to find enough evidence in
the episode to convince me that the Blake who died was the clone from
"Weapon", not the actual Roj Blake.

It was immediately apparent to me from Blake's first scene that I was
seeing the real Blake, not a clone.  But neither he nor Avon were acting as
CW had lead me to expect.  And that remained true throughout the episode,
until the last scene.  By then, the weight of their prior behavior was
sufficient to tilt the scales in favor of the Blake/Avon conspiracy theory
as far as I was concerned.  Instead of being depressed, I was jubilant.

I realize that probably 99% of B7 fans out there interpret the events in
"Blake" as John Grohol does.  I believe, however, that there is a far more
subtle story taking place under the surface events.  And this story happens
to strongly coincide with my own view of the characters, whom I see as
being fundamentally good, caring, and rational.

Now, about some specific points John raised in his posting:

> Yes, Avon was once again confident in finding Blake, nothing more, to use
> as a figurehead for the Rebellion. After what happened in the
> next-to-last episode (with the Rebellion allies falling apart), Avon
> needed this one last straw. As he says early on in the episode, he
> wouldn't have ever mentioned Blake if the teaming up of the Rebellion
> leaders had worked out.

I didn't get the impression that Avon was grasping at straws.  He seemed
pleased and excited about the prospect of joining forces with Blake.

His reaction when Vila said "It's Blake, isn't it.  You think you've found
Blake" was particularly interesting.  He turned his head away from the
Scorpio crew and smiled.  And wasn't one of those cynical Avon-smiles that
we saw so frequently in the fourth season.  It's one of Avon's genuine
smiles (and very similar to one he gave Blake in "The Web".  The
circumstances of that incident are significant: Avon has just asked Blake,
who was about the teleport down, "What if something happens and we can't
get you back?", to which Blake replies with a raised eyebrow, "Well then
all you have to do is get everybody else out of this mess", and Avon
smiles.  IMHO, he's about to do exactly that now, on Gauda Prime.).

In any event, I don't have any problem with Avon's comments about leaving
Blake where he was if the alliance had worked out.  I think that developing
and distributing the antitoxin is a top priority for both Blake and Avon.
Their Gauda Prime scheme would have taken a back seat to that.

>> [Blake and Avon are each so confident] that I cannot buy the
>> "spontaneous" shooting at the end.

> Look AFTER the dialogue, after the shooting has begun. Avon is standing
> over Blake's body (actually beside his body), looking down at it in
> disbelief. His friends are dying all around him and it's only at the end,
> after all his friends have been shot, that he looks up and sees what's
> happened.

It's totally out of character for the Avon I know to be doing nothing at
all while his friends are getting gunned down, particularly if one presumes
that he will be targeted next.  If nothing else, Avon has absolutely
marvelous survival instincts.  I believe that he is deliberately doing
nothing.  That is, he is consciously allowing the others to be gunned down,
as part of the plan (Arlen needs to see all those "bodies", even his).

The look on his face as he is actually shooting Blake is wonderful.  The
act is clearly horrifying and repugnant to him.  But when Blake first
appears in the doorway (before Tarrant says "He's sold us, Avon") and again
immediately after he finishes firing, Avon's look is calculating; he is
carefully appraising the events and circumstances.

>> And Avon is neither surprised nor concerned about Blake's supposed new
>> profession.
>
> Avon, as mentioned, is looking to put a new figurehead at the top of the
> Rebellion again. Blake, as bounty hunter, is no surprise.

I don't think that a Federation bounty hunter would be the most ideal rebel
leader.  (Assuming, of course, that Avon has no reason to believe that
Blake is not actually a bounty hunter.)  I tend to agree with Tarrant: it
makes a great deal of difference if Blake is in fact what he seems to be.
Avon's total dismissal of this is strange.

> ORAC has been tied down in MANY episodes. Check again.

I will.  I don't recall any off the top of my head.  Could you point me to
a few episodes?

> As for Avon, he is no less surprised than the rest of them!

This is obviously open to interpretation.  He didn't seem surprised to me.

>> Blake receives electronic permission to hunt two outlaws.  Then the
>> computer disgorges another permit granting Blake law enforcement
>> authority.  [...]
>
> [...]  I don't think you could say anything about this, other than it was
> a joke. To read anything further into it is to project your own plot into
> the lines.

That's exactly what I'm doing - revealing what I believe is another plot
lurking beneath the lines.

What's interesting about the second card and the authority it granted is
that nothing was done with it; it served no apparent purpose.  This seems
strange, particularly in an episode as tightly paced as this one was.

>> And then there's Orac's impersonation of a Federation distress signal.
>
> Funny, Blake asks central control about the distress beacon and says,
> "Problem?" "Someone's operating a distress beacon. It's on the official
> channel." "Then there's nothing in it for me then, " says Blake. Then
> Blake goes out and instead of looking for the distress beacon (the
> logical choice), he searches out and finds the ship with Tarrant inside.

Right.  And I think this is because he already knew Avon and the others
were on their way, although he didn't know exactly when they would arrive.
When Klyn reported that a Wanderer class ship was down in Plantation 5,
Blake knew that it was Scorpio.  I believe the purpose of the distress
beacon was to alert Blake to the change in plans (Scorpio was disabled, so
alternate transportation was required).  If enough daylight hours had
remained, I believe Blake would have gone after the beacon.  As it was, he
took the contingency plan of going directly to Scorpio, knowing that the
beacon would attract other flyers to the area and provide Avon and the
others with the transportation they needed.

>> Later, in the course of his "argument" with Deva, Blake and Deva reveal
>> everything about the state of the rebellion, including the belief that
>> it can't survive Blake's death.
>
> There's no indication this was a "fake" argument. Yes, I also question
> Blake's ability to tell by his "testing", but that's what gets him killed
> at the end. His willingness to trust other rebels. Bad move.  This is
> just Blake's personality. "Alright, I find it difficult to trust... It's
> a failing I admit." This becomes all the more ironic at the end because
> the decisions he's made in trusting will cost him his life.

Earlier in the episode, Deva warned Blake that the Federation
representative (whom I can't help but believe is Servalan, btw) would be
there any time and that they couldn't afford to make any mistakes.  Blake
replied "I wasn't intending to make any."  Blake is never more Blake-like
to me in this episode than when he utters that line and when he tells
Tarrant of Jenna's fate.  (Well, actually, he has several other choice
Blake-like moments as well, including his "I'm still alive" response to
Deva's "You're good at this, aren't you?".)  The Blake I know, and the
Blake who said those words, wouldn't be so careless as to a) make Arlen a
security guard as quickly as she was, b) allow Tarrant to escape as easily
as he did, and c) reveal everything about the rebellion in front of a
recruit as new as Arlen.

Blake is actually too trusting most of the time.  That's part of his
leadership skills, and is certainly one of the things that draws Avon to
him.  "I find it difficult to trust" is hardly an accurate description of
his behavior during the period we knew him.  And I would say he trusts Deva
implicitly, so he hasn't lost the knack.

Blake is trusting, but he's not stupid.  He'll make special efforts to
avoid putting temptation in someone's way (Avon at Horizon, Vila at Space
City, for example).  And he'll keep things to himself if he believes that's
best; he did that many a time, much to the Liberator crew's annoyance.

>> [Both Blake and Avon say "Nobody is indispensable" at separate times and
>> places in the episode.]  The odds of the two of them saying the exact
>> same sentence after a separation of two years are far too great for them
>> not to have been in communication more recently.
>
> I believe that Blake and Avon think alike, and hence the attachment
> between the two. They are both leaders and both (now) have a firm grip on
> reality.  Blake used to be more of an idealist, but running from the
> Federation after he was left for dead has turned him more into Avon. It
> is a sad reality, but one that both men willingly admit.

Yes, Blake is more Avon-like, just as Avon is more Blake-like.  Their
separation has taught each of them some interesting things about himself
and the other.  (Imagine Kerr "wealth is the only reality" Avon coming to
the realization that in winning lies the only safety.)  Both of them are
stronger and wiser as a result, which not a sad reality in my book.

> I can't see how being in communication with one another would make such a
> line more likely to occur. Or is this something they've talked about with
> one another, over long cups of coffee while secretly communicating??  I
> think not - they wouldn't have a lot of time to philosophize!

I contend that they've spent many long hours in communication planning all
this.  Over coffee?  Probably not.  But with plenty of time to
philosophize.

>> What about Avon's mystery rifle?  [...]
>
> To me it looks very much like one of the rifles that one of the men who
> attacked Soolin and Gang carried, probably because he was unable to grab
> a pistol before leaving Scorpio.

I've frame-advanced fairly carefully through the attack scene in the shack,
and I don't think it's the same rifle.  Also, no one was carrying a rifle
on the way to the flyer the next morning.

Everyone left Scorpio with a pistol, even Vila.  Avon used his to shoot the
two men in the shack.  Killed them, too.  This means Avon's pistol at least
carried a lethal load.  Another reason for him to switch guns before
reaching the control room under my theory.

> It's difficult to say that Klyn dies "bloodlessly," since he only got one
> shot off to her. He shoots THREE times into Blake, which is much more
> likely to cause bloodshed.  This may just as well be a continuity error,
> or a symbolic message - that Blake's blood has been shed, therefore he's
> dead. The others did not have blood when they were shot by Federation
> guards, therefore, they may be alive.

Blake bleeds from the first shot.  I believe he bleeds when no one else
does because they (he and Avon) wanted to make the shooting as dramatic as
possible to capture everyone's attention (especially Arlen's) so no one
would do anything rash before the Federation "troops" arrive.  Of course,
Vila came through when they least expected it, but by then Arlen had
already seen the main event.

> What's more disturbing in this scene is who set off the FIRST audio
> alert? Shortly after disabling Klyn, Tarrant lunges at another
> controller, and knocks him unconscious. During this struggle, the alarm
> has gone off. By whom and why??

Under my theory this hardly matters.

Deva could have done it.  Why?  It adds to the sense of drama, and possibly
serves as a signal to the troops that it's time to move in.  (Remember, I
maintain that the Federation troops are actually Blake's people, that Deva
is simply playing a part when he rushes in to warn Blake that the base has
been found, and that everyone's gun is loaded with stun charges (except for
Avon's, which might include (to borrow ST terminology) a
neural-paralyzer).)

>> And where did they leave Orac?
>
> Orac's no-show here is probably just one of security.  [...]

I agree completely.

>> I could go on (and on and on), but in short, I believe that no one died
>> in the last scene of "Blake", least of all Blake or Avon.  [...]
> A nobel theory. I believe that Blake actually did die, and all the
> others, except Avon, survived. Why did Avon also die? Even 10 or 20 stun
> shots would seem to severely harm a man. I think Avon bit the bullet
> there after firing into the crowd. That's why he smiled, because he knew
> he was about to die. Avon is a sarcastic, bitter, realist and this was,
> perhaps to him, the greatest joke that was ever made, and he realized it.
> He killed Blake and destroyed all that Blake (and he) stood for. This was
> as ironic as Blake's inability to distinguish the good from the bad
> anymore.

I saw in his smile a mixture of irony and triumph.  Another subjective
opinion, I guess.

> For GP NOT to be the rebel base seems like a huge waste of very little
> rebel resources. I don't think they would have such a capability to set
> up such an elaborate operation just for a "dummy" base...

But we don't know how elaborate it actually is.  All we really saw of it
was Blake, Deva, and possibly Klyn.  I think Blake wants Arlen and the
Federation to think it's much more elaborate than it really is.

> This is just another defeat in a long line of defeats for Avon and his
> troop. It is sad, but not unexpected.

Avon said earlier in the season that he's learned to live with
disappointment.  That doesn't mean he likes it.  Going back to an earlier
point, I think Avon (finally) came to the realization shortly after
Terminal (by "Traitor", to be precise) that the only way he's ever going to
be able to lead the life he wants to lead is by defeating the Federation
once and for all.  And his best chances of doing that are with Blake, who
has believed the same all along.  So he put Orac on the scent, and when
Orac located Blake, Avon contacted him and they made plans.

Gauda Prime marks the end of disappointment.  It is the starting point on
the long path to victory over the Federation by a new rebel alliance.

Betsy Ramsey
The Catholic University of America
Washington, DC
Internet: ramsey@cuavax.dnet.cua.edu
Bitnet: ramsey@cua
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Date: 2 Dec 91 13:05:14 GMT
From: grohol@novavax.nova.edu (John Grohol)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re^2: Blake's 7: Opinions wanted about the final episode.

unknown@ucscb.UCSC.EDU writes:
>mcrw@hobbit.gandalf.ca (Mark Woodward) writes:
>>Ok, close. Blake was a bounty hunter catching (Federation) outlaws for
>>the prices on their head.
>
>Blake being a bounty hunter seems like the LAST thing he would do.

Not if he wanted an almost impenetrable cover from the Federation.
Besides, he was only _acting_ like a bounty hunter as a TEST for those he
went after, to see if they were capable enough to join him and his forces.

Warlord, the second-to-last episode, was the episode in which Tarrant falls
in love with Zukan's (?) daughter and when the rebel alliance falls due to
Zukan's treachory.

John M. Grohol
Center for Psych. Studies
Nova University
grohol@novavax.nova.edu
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                 Lindholm & Strugatsky (3 msgs) & Forthcoming Books &
                 Perry Rhodan

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 91 21:55:24 GMT
From: QXN105@uriacc.uri.edu (Tom Linkenback)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Louise Cooper & Book Six of Indigo

     Louise Cooper's latest offering in the Indigo series, Avatar is out in
paperback, and is yet another chapter in this highly amusing and
interesting series.  I'd send spoilers, but since it came out just this
weekend...  Anyone interested in finding out what it's like before buying
the book, private email me.

QXN105 at URIACC.URI.EDU

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 91 23:16:22 GMT
From: alberti@cs.umn.edu (Albatross)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Raymond Feist and Barker's Empire of the Petal Throne

tchrist@convex.COM (Tom Christiansen) writes:
>I'm reading _Servant_of_the_Empire_, and have come up with these
>common elements so far:
>    the Tsurani Empire is the Tsolyani Empire (say it fast with a flap r)
>    Ten Gods of Favorable Aspect

The Ten Gods of the Pavar Pantheon of EPT

>    the Red God (Sarku, I believe, in EPT)

Actually Vimuhla or Karakan, depending on circumstances.  Both warlike.

>    the Cho-ja are Pei Choi
>    needra are chlen
>    drastic lack of metal
>    lacquered armor

Lightweight and astonishingly hard leather armor called "Chlen-hide" in
EPT.

>    6-legged beasties all over
>    warmer clime

Don't forget the city of "Yankora" which appears as (or near?) a
northeastern lake in Feist's maps, and which is the northeastern city of
"Yan Kor" in Tekumel.  Also the concept of "Nexus points" (which is the
"Rift"), and the "big nasty" which the rift is attracting in Feist's books
is one of the Pariah Deities called "The Goddess of the Pale Bone" in
Tekumel.  You could go on-and-on - the elaborate dress, the Machiavelllian
politics, the architecture and art described, it's all Tekumel.  Feist
denies it.

>Of course, there's a great deal more to these books than just a copy of
>EPT (such as other Eastern or Amerindian cultures), but I just want people
>to see some of the roots.  It's like saying that the Valheru aren't Valar.

Feist's Rift War is a pathetic novelization of an RPG game he played in.
It's "D&D meets Tekumel" although Feist denies it vehemently.  What I find
disappointing is that his works are so transparently shallow, and so poorly
written, and yet they are so very popular.  He depends on cultural
assumptions throughout the novel, never giving the background or
justification necessary to flesh out the story.  For example, tall elves
who live in glorious forests, nasty trolls who eat people, gruff dwarves
who live under a mountain: all direct ripoffs from Tolkien and unsupported
in Feist's works.

And the characters are so very flat: Arutha is Arthur of legend, and Pug's
teacher (can't recall the name) is Merlin.  Jimmy is your stereotypical
street urchin, and "Guy du Bas-Tyra" is Snidely Whiplash.  Heck, Bas-Tyra's
"conversion" in the third book is a fine example of how two-dimensional
"Riftwar" is: one minute he's an evil villain who locks maidens and feeble
old men away in dank dungeons to rot, the next minute he's a misunderstood
hero who was just doing what he thought was best for the empire.  This
flies in the face of his behaviors in the first two books, but Feist's
audience just eats it up.  I dunno.

I've got a document listing 300 points of similarity between Feist's books
and Tekumel.  Someday I'll get it entered into the computer.

>While I didn't dislike the Rift War stuff despite the very heavy
>borrowings from D&D and EPT, I like this new series (can't wait for 3rd
>this spring) a good deal more.
>
>I believe Barker once did an EPT novel.   Has anyone read it?

Barker wrote two novels and is working on his third.  They are "Man of
Gold" (DAW), "Flamesong" (DAW) and "The Lords of Tsamra" (not yet
published).  The first two novels are out of print.

If you are interested in Tekumel, write to the Tekumel mailing list by
writing to
  
   tekumel-request@ssdc.honeywell.com

Bob Alberti
Computer & Information Services 
U of MN
alberti@boombox.micro.UMN.EDU
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Date: 3 Dec 91 20:17:45 GMT
From: mfarrell@admin.cabot.nf.ca
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE:  Heralds of Valdemar

>Has anyone here heard of Mercedes Lackey?  There are several books out of
>hers - The Last Herald Mage Trilogy, The Heralds of Valdemar Trilogy, the
>Oathbound Duo, Burning Water, Jinx High, Children of the Night, and a
 (Continued..)

Have I heard of her?  You'd better believe I have!  I became a fan
following the Oathbound Duo (Tarma and Kethry) through Marion Zimmer
Bradley's "Sword and Sorcerous" collections.  I then bought the two novels
concerning the duo, "Oathbound" and "Oathbreaker". (HIGHLY recommended!!)
I had previously bought a book that I enjoyed and only after I became a fan
of hers realized that she'd written it.  It was "Children of the Night" -
which, by the way, I'm currently rereading.  Anyone know what the first
book in the "Diana Trelgarde" series was?  The one where she met the
Nightflyer?  Or was there one?

Also, are there any fans of the "Wild Cards" series of novels out there?

M. F.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 91 21:20:11 GMT
From: amd@space.mit.edu (Ann M. Davis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Misty Lackey, Diana Tregarde books

mfarrell@ADMIN.CABOT.NF.CA writes:
> Anyone know what the first book in the "Diana Trelgarde" series was?  The
> one where she met the Nightflyer?  Or was there one?

Yes there is a "first book", I can see the cover clearly in my mind, sans
the title, SIGH! I *think* it's called _Burning Water_, but I may be
confusing it with another book.  I liked the first two, but was less
impressed with the last one, _Jinx High_

Ann M. Davis
amd@space.mit.edu
MIT Center for Space Research		
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Date: 3 Dec 91 21:36:23 GMT
From: rkh@d1.att.com (Bob Halloran)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re:  Heralds of Valdemar

mfarrell@ADMIN.CABOT.NF.CA writes:
>I had previously >bought a book that I enjoyed and only after I became a
>fan of hers realized that she'd written it.  It was "Children of the
>Night" - which, by the way, I'm currently rereading.  Anyone know what the
>first book in the "Diana Tregarde" series was?  The one where she met the
>Nightflyer?  Or was there one?

There are now three books in the series; 'Burning Water', the first
published, set *after* 'Children' mentioned above.  And 'Jinx High' came
out this fall, set after the first two.

I set BW after CotN since she makes a call to her vampire live-in during
the course of the book.  So far, there hasn't been a Tregarde story dealing
with the Nightflyer incident mentioned in CotN.

Bob Halloran
AT&T Universal Card
Jacksonville FL
rkh@ucs.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 91 00:48:53 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re:  Heralds of Valdemar

>Anyone know what the first book in the "Diana Trelgarde" series was?  The
>one where she met the Nightflyer?  Or was there one?

The first book was "Burning Water" - interesting, but not that good.  She
must have written it for catharsis: Most of the people meeting horrible
ends seem to have been slimy software managers.  The second book, Children
of the Night, was much better.  It preceeds BW chronologically, and
explains her link to the gypsies and her fang-ed boyfriend.  The most
recent was Jinx High.  The current issue of Locus lists this as the
top-selling sf/f paperback of the month, which surprises me considerably: I
would describe it as disappointing hackwork, with most of the strengths of
the first two novels abandoned in favor of bad cliches.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 91 15:40:29 GMT
From: mcirvin@husc10.harvard.edu (Mcirvin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem and Strugatsky bros.

bmadsen@bambam.dsd.es.com (Bruce Madsen) writes:
>I've only read "The Cyberiad, Tales for the Cybernetic Age" by Lem, but it
>ranks among my all-time favorite SF. I'd be interested in any other
>recommendations for works by Lem.

"The Cyberiad" (one of my very favorite books too) is characteristic of
Lem's more bizarre, satirically oriented fiction; the Ijon Tichy stories in
"Memoirs of a Space Traveler" (which I've read) and "The Star Diaries"
(which I haven't) are in this vein, as is "The Futurological Congress" and
one I particularly like, his Kafkaesque nightmare "Memoirs Found in a
Bathtub."

He's also written a lot of more traditional SF, some of which is among the
best ever written; "Solaris" and "Fiasco" are particularly good.  Also
check out his book of reviews of nonexistent books, "A Perfect Vacuum," and
his book of introductions to nonexistent books, "Imaginary Magnitude"; they
contain some extremely far-out experiments.

>To show my ignorance, I've never head of Strugatsky Bros.

All I know about the Strugatsky brothers is that Lem once wrote a laudatory
review of their novel "Roadside Picnic," which is very high praise, since
Lem hates almost all SF he didn't write himself.

Matt McIrvin

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 91 01:43:40 GMT
From: chorn@pomona.claremont.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: A Stanislaw Lem fan here

I liked "Memoirs Found In A Bathtub" very much, but I haven't read anything
else by Lem. Anyone who has ever played the RPG "PARANOIA" would think that
its designers had taken direct inspiration from "Memoirs." I agree with you
that foreign SF writers can provide a fresh perspective and style.

Carl Horn

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 91 05:49:47 GMT
From: mcintyre@cpac.washington.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Megan Lindholm & Wizard

(Subject was formerly War for the Oaks, by Emma Bull)
 
Wizard of the Pigeons is a modern fantasy novel by Megan Lindholm.  It's
set in Seattle (in the Pike Place Market); it's a terrific book.
 
Lindholm has just published a new novel, CLOVEN HOOVES.  I've heard her
read from it, and it's terrific.  (She is, by the way, giving another
reading from it.  It's next week, 13 December, at Arkadian Bookshop in the
University District in Seattle.)
 
Vonda N. McIntyre

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 91 03:20:18 GMT
From: adam@unixg.ubc.ca (Mark S Adam)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem and Strugatsky bros.

The Strugatsky brothers are very good. Read "Roadside Picnic" (which was
made into the fine movie "Stalker") if you get the chance(there was a
paperback version) which is about what happens when humans find the
"leftovers" of an alien "picnic" on Earth. One of the best SF novels IMHO.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 91 07:36:03 GMT
From: rice@enterprise.berkeley.edu (Daniel S. Rice)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem and Strugatsky bros.

adam@unixg.ubc.ca (Mark S Adam) writes:
>The Strugatsky brothers are very good. Read "Roadside Picnic" (which was
>made into the fine movie "Stalker") if you get the chance(there was a
>paperback version) which is about what happens when humans find the
>"leftovers" of an alien "picnic" on Earth. One of the best SF novels IMHO.

   Yes, and after reading it be sure to read Lem's essay on it, which may
be found in English in the book _Microworlds_.  Lem constructs an
explanation for the events of the visitation in _Picnic_ which is quite
different from those advanced in the book itself.  _Microworlds_ in general
is full of insight about the nature of science fiction, seen from a
perspective very far removed from American sensibilities.
   Like much of Lem, _Roadside Picnic_ deals with the subject of alien
contact in a way that is much more honest and intellectually challenging
than, say, Niven and Pournelle's _Footfall_ or even _The Mote in God's
Eye_, which is often held up as a `realistic' novel of alien contact.
Although I have enjoyed other alien contact stories, I have to agree with
the approach of Lem and the Strugatskys where human reactions to the fact
of alien contact are stressed above the ultimately unknowable nature of the
alien.  Other books by Lem with this theme are _Fiasco_, _Solaris_ (made
into a wierd Russian movie), and (my favorite) _His Master's Voice_.

Dan

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 91 17:32:31 GMT
From: steve@work.berkeley.edu (Steve Goldfield)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem and Strugatsky bros.

I thought it would be clear from the top, but these are two (Russian)
brothers both with surname Strugatsky. You'll probably find some of their
works in your public library.  The following are some of those listed in
the University of California online catalog:

Beetle in an Anthill
Definitely Maybe
Escape Attempt
Far Rainbow
Final Circle of Paradise
Hard to Be a God
Monday Begins on Saturday
Prisoner of Power
Roadside Picnic

Aside from Pirx stories, as mentioned above, there are several good novels
by Lem. Here are some from the same catalog:

Chain of Chance
Cyberiad: Fables of a Cybernetic Age
Eden
Fiasco
The Futurological Congress
His Master's Voice
Solaris

There were 177 listings for Lem, including books about him and books in
other languages. There were 77 for the Strugatskys.

Steve Goldfield

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 91 03:12:29 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Forthcoming Books:  Random Jottings

Some comments about some forthcoming books, based on Locus's new listing.

January
Duncan, Emperor and Clown, Ballantine Del-Rey

   Finally.  But not final: "A Handful of Men" is listed as a four-part
sequel to this series.

May, Jack the Bodiless, Random House/Knopf, Hardcover

   Another long-awaited book.  But what with luke-warm reviews and the
prospect of another long wait before the sequel appears, waiting for the
paperback (or the library book) will be no hardship.

Saberhagen, A Matter of Taste, Tor

   Another of his Dracula books.  I'm going to get tired of this series one
day.  But not yet.

February

Asprin, Phule's Company 2: Phule's Paradise, Ace

   The first Phule's Company book was good fun.  If Asprin doesn't run this
series into the ground it'll be worth reading.

March

Mercedes Lackey and Larry Dixon, High Flight 1: Born to Run, Baen
McCaffrey and Jody Lynn Nye, Crisis on Doona, Ace
McCaffrey and Margaret Ball, PartnerShip, Baen

   March seems to be a good month for cynicism.  For her third series
launched this year, she is promoting her husband from artist to coauthor.
And McCaffrey continues to find coauthors to resurrect her older universes.
Decision on Doona was one of her less inspired books.  The Ship Who Sang,
on the other hand, is one of her best books/collections, and she's chosen
another romance writer to coauthor PartnerShip: It'll be interesting to see
what they come up with.  

May

Feist and Wurts, Mistress of the Empire, Doubleday Foundation, Hardcover

   The third book, after the excellent Daughter of the Empire and the
somewhat disappointing Servant of the Empire.

Duane, The Door into Sunset, Corgi

   Someone's getting revenge for all the times the British have had to
wait: This book is appearing in May - in England. :-( IT'S NOT FAIR!  I've
been waiting for AGES.  (And it'll probably be a trade paperback or
something equally obnoxious, to boot.)

Stirling, Snowbrother, Baen

   I've been following the Fifth Millenium books with interest.  The first
one, The Sharpest Edge, was a fast-paced sword-and-pseudo-sorcery, nothing
special.  The second, The Cage, presented one of the best-thought-out
post-holocaust worlds I've seen and told a good story, besides, despite
whatever handicap the cover art may have presented.  It's been going up and
down, since.

June

Mercedes Lackey and Ellen Guon, Summoned to Tourney, Baen
McCaffrey, Damia, Ace/Putnam Hardcover

   Maybe I should make June my cynicism month instead?  In The Rowan,
McCaffrey expanded a short story's worth of story into a novel.  Now she's
going to do it for the other Pegasus-universe story in Get Off the Unicorn.
Sigh.  And Lackey strikes again...

Saberhagen, A Question of Time, Tor, Hardcover

   Is this another Dracula novel?

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 28 Nov 91 16:59:55 GMT
From: omueller@convex.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Perry Rhodan

I have heard of Peryy Rhodan ! It is a German series of booklets ( I don't
know if the word actually exists in English ... about 70 small pages, soft
cover, price about 2.20 DM ( 1.50 US$ ?)). They come out weekly and are now
at number 1530 (there just was a big convention : "30st anniversery of
Perry" here in Germany).

The mouse you referred to is actually a so called 'mouse beaver' named
Gucky in the original. (An intelligent life form that look rather funny.)

The German publisher releases 4 editions today ( I read the second edition
and actually am working on #738 ) and a compressed series of
hardcoverbooks.  I do not know, wether these books are translated and/or
available out of Europe.

There were at least some fans from Japan on the con. So there should be a
possibility to get it at least in English.

Did you know that Perry Rhodan is the biggest SF-Series in the world ?

Cheers.

Olav

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	  Films - Godzilla & Bar Sinister & Star Trek (6 msgs) &
                  The Hitch-Hiker's Guide to the Galaxy (5 msgs) &
                  Alien 3 News

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 27 Nov 91 19:53:17 GMT
From: dave@blackbox.cc.columbia.edu (David Milner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: GODZILLA NEWS

The music to GOJIRA TAI KING GHIDORA is being released in a 2 CD set in
Japan on Dec. 5th. The price is Y4,500, and the item numbers are BCCE-9001
and BCCE-9002. A 61 piece orchestra was used.

Work has already begun on the next Godzilla film, tentatively due out in
December of 1993. Godzilla fights a new, unknown monster in it.

A boxed set of laserdiscs featuring all eight of the Gamera films is being
released in Japan on Dec. 13th. The price is Y59,000, and the item number
is DLZ-0160. Also included are trailers, behind-the-scenes shots, and a big
color booklet.

Already out are two Gamera VHS tapes that cost Y3,800 each. They have
trailers, behind-the-scenes stuff, and footage from all the Gamera films.
The item numbers are HTH-1036 and HTH-1037.

The MARKALITE hotline, east, is now ready. It is a number that people can
call for information on future issues, upcoming films, item numbers of
Godzilla goodies, etc. The best time to call is between 6PM and 10PM
Eastern time, and the number is (212) 688-0627. The only charge involved is
the cost of the call.

The MARKALITE hotline, west, based in San Francsisco, will be ready in a
few weeks.

David Milner  
Columbia University
inet:   dave@blackbox.cc.columbia.edu
usenet: ...rutgers!columbia!blackbox!dave
        ...rutgers!columbia!blackbox.cc.columbia.edu!dave

------------------------------

Date: 25 Nov 91 00:11:07 GMT
From: awalsh@mta.ca
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Bar Sinister

Has anyone heard about an upcoming sci-fi film called "Bar Sinister"? I
heard about it a few months ago and Movie TV when they did a profile on the
guy who did makeup for Star Wars and Alien. It was quoted to be "The epic
to end all epics." I am intrigued. Any knowledge?

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 91 16:29:09 GMT
From: wetsel_r@wums2.wustl.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Star Trek

Hi:

During the Unification part II (ST-TNG), ads were shown for ST-6 (TOS).
Also in the TNG episode, Spock mentions that he must bear the consequences
for his actions in "pushing" Kirk into the negotiations with the Klingons.
The ad for ST-6 distinctly shows Kirk getting phased.  So, unless they've
changed the special effect for stunning from blue to red (normally for
phasers set to kill), it appears as though Kirk bites the big one...  Any
thoughts?  Does Kirk beem to great starship in the sky?

Also, a number of PC-based-BBSes have the rumor curculating that there is
to be a ST-7 (TOS) but as I said that's only a rumor.  Does anyone have
anything more concrete concerning the possibility of ST-7?

Any thoughts out there...

David
haviland@kids.wustl.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 91 02:50:53 GMT
From: jaufrecht@pomona.claremont.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Star Trek Seven?

This is paraphrased from an AP clip of 12-2-91:

According to WIlliam Shatner, this will be the final Star Trek Movie for
the old cast.  He says, "the script says good-bye, the actors have said
godd-bye, this _is_ goodbye."  However, other cast members aren't so sure.
Says Walter Koenig, who plays Chekov, "I think that after people see how
great six is they will want another."  And George Takei adds, "there will
be demand for the last, final, Star Trek - number seven."

That's about how it went; I can get the exact text if anyone wants it.
Frankly, I would trust William Shatner about as far as ...  IMHO, he should
be locked up and only allowed out to be on camera.  For God's sake, don't
let the man near a script or into a creative meeting (I can just see it:
"How about jet-boots for Spock.  That would be real neat.")  It looks like
there are no studio plans for a seven.  Does anyone know anything about the
TNG movie?

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 91 07:18:19 GMT
From: ragnarok@cs1.bradley.edu (Matthew Lathrum)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek Seven?

>That's about how it went; I can get the exact text if anyone wants it.
>Frankly, I would trust William Shatner about as far as ...  IMHO, he
>should be locked up and only allowed out to be on camera.  For God's sake,
>don't let the man near a script or into a creative meeting (I can just see
>it: "How about jet-boots for Spock.  That would be real neat.")  It looks
>like there are no studio plans for a seven.  Does anyone know anything
>about the TNG movie?

I don't think another should be made.  It seems like there is a lot of
optimism for this movie - they should keep it on a high note.

Plus, some of those actors (like DeForest) are so old they might not live
though it!  :-)

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 91 14:38:20 GMT
From: dhbutler@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (David Butler)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek Seven?

>According to WIlliam Shatner, this will be the final Star Trek Movie for
>the old cast.  He says, "the script says good-bye, the actors have said
>godd-bye, this _is_ goodbye."  However, other cast members aren't so sure.
>Says Walter Koenig, who plays Chekov, "I think that after people see how
>great six is they will want another."  And George Takei adds, "there will
>be demand for the last final, Star Trek - number seven."

I disagree. If Star Trek VI is as good is it promises, then I think most
Original Trek fans would just as soon have it be the last one, rather than
risk another horrible goof like STV. I think most of us want Star Trek to
go out with a bang, not just slowly drizzle off into nothing...

Now, a movie or series about the exploits of Captain Sulu would probably be
welcomed by all :-)

David Butler
dhbutler@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 91 17:29:05 GMT
From: ghost@ra.nrl.navy.mil (G. Host)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek Seven?

> This is paraphrased from an AP clip of 12-2-91:
>
> According to WIlliam Shatner, this will be the final Star Trek Movie for
> the old cast.  He says, "the script says good-bye, the actors have said
> godd-bye, this _is_ goodbye."  However, other cast members aren't so
> sure.  Says Walter Koenig, who plays Chekov, "I think that after people
> see how great six is they will want another."  And George Takei adds,
> "there will be demand for the last, final, Star Trek - number seven."

This has become similiar to a boxer retiring and constantly coming out of
retirement for one last fight.

Koenig roles eems to be always saying there will be another one; I place no
weight on his statements.

Takei on the other hand has been a lot more cautious; I think this means he
expects this movie to be much better than Star Trek V.

I hope this latest dispute means that Kirk is killed off (permanently) and
Sulu can take command of the Enterprise (Spock would presumably have no
interest in being the captain same as in II).  The reduced cost of stars
would hopefully allow some other actors to appear.

Anybody know what the cost of producing Star Trek VI was?  On the same
order as the others and did Shatner and Nimoy again take up most of the
budget?

Does anyone think that Shatner is the big draw to the Trek movies?  Of
course someone in Hollywood land thinks so or he would not be given the
number of shows (other than Trek) that he has.  I doubt it or in one manner
or the other he would have appeared on the TNG.  Personally I think Shatner
has worn out the Kirk character.

Glenn Host
NRL Code 5800
4555 Overlook Ave.
Washington, DC 20375
(202) 767-2046
ghost@ra.nrl.navy.mil

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 91 20:54:57 GMT
From: 890045c@aucs.acadiau.ca (Frank Cheeseman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek Seven?

jaufrecht@pomona.claremont.edu writes:
>This is paraphrased from an AP clip of 12-2-91:
>
>According to WIlliam Shatner, this will be the final Star Trek Movie for
>the old cast.  He says, "the script says good-bye, the actors have said
>godd-bye, this _is_ goodbye."  However, other cast members aren't so sure.
>Says Walter Koenig, who plays Chekov, "I think that after people see how
>great six is they will want another."  And George Takei adds, "there will
>be demand for the last final, Star Trek - number seven."

I saw the fellow who plays Scotty (sorry, forget name) saying that "after
people see this one, they'll KNOW it's not the last" (paraphrasing, he may
have said "end")

Frank

------------------------------

Date: 30 Nov 91 14:18:11 GMT
From: mei172@cch.cov.ac.uk
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Hitch-Hiker's Guide to the Galaxy

   Many moons back,I remember hearing that the Guide was going to be turned
into a film.  Does anyone know if this is still the case?  I know that the
film rights are held in America at the moment, and that last year
discussions were taking place as to the details, but I never heard any
more.

Shad@cck.cov.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 2 Dec 91 22:03:22 GMT
From: jonke@kong.gsfc.nasa.gov (Stephen Jonke)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Hitch-Hiker's Guide to the Galaxy

mei172@cch.cov.ac.uk writes:
>   Many moons back,I remember hearing that the Guide was going to be
>turned into a film.  Does anyone know if this is still the case?  I know
>that the film rights are held in America at the moment, and that last year
>discussions were taking place as to the details, but I never heard any
>more.

There was a book I read a while back (can't remember the title) that went
into the details on this.  Basically, there have been many, many attempts
to bring such a film to the screen, but it kept falling through for various
reasons.  Some of the Monty Python members wanted to do it, but then later
agreed with Douglas Adams that they didn't want it to be thought of as a
Python film and so it fell through, etc.

I wouldn't hold your breath on this one.

Steve

------------------------------

Date: 2 Dec 91 23:08:21 GMT
From: ddebry@dsd.es.com (David DeBry)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Hitch-Hiker's Guide to the Galaxy

jonke@kong.gsfc.nasa.gov (Stephen Jonke) writes:
>mei172@cch.cov.ac.uk writes:
>>   Many moons back,I remember hearing that the Guide was going to be
>>turned into a film.  Does anyone know if this is still the case?  I know
>>that the film rights are held in America at the moment, and that last
>>year discussions were taking place as to the details, but I never heard
>>any more.
>
> There was a book I read a while back (can't remember the title) that went
> into the details on this.  Basically, there have been many, many attempts
> to bring such a film to the screen, but it kept falling through for
> various reasons.  Some of the Monty Python members wanted to do it, but
> then later agreed with Douglas Adams that they didn't want it to be
> thought of as a Python film and so it fell through, etc.

   The last I heard of this was when Adams made a trip to Hollywood and
actually did sell his movie script of the book to some production company.
When the owner of the company got around to reading the script, he decided
that the idea of searching for the meaning of life was a good idea, but he
thought that the audience would hate it when they found out the answer was
42.  So the project was indefinitely shelved.  (Obviously, he hadn't read
the book beforehand.)

   This story was brought up on rec.arts.tv.uk, and may or may not be true.
(There's a lot of question brought up by it, to be sure.  For instance, why
would the owner of the company not read the script before buying it?  Does
he just have a huge staff that deals with these sort of things, and then he
decides later which of the scripts he owns will actually be produced?
Weird.)

David DeBry
ddebry@dsd.es.com

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 91 16:16:18 GMT
From: reiher@onyx.jpl.nasa.gov (Peter Reiher)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Hitch-Hiker's Guide to the Galaxy

ddebry@dsd.es.com writes:
>   The last I heard of this was when Adams made a trip to Hollywood and
>actually did sell his movie script of the book to some production company.
>When the owner of the company got around to reading the script,
[...]
>the project was indefinitely shelved.
>
>   This story was brought up on rec.arts.tv.uk, and may or may not be
>true.  (There's a lot of question brought up by it, to be sure.  For
>instance, why would the owner of the company not read the script before
>buying it?  Does he just have a huge staff that deals with these sort of
>things, and then he decides later which of the scripts he owns will
>actually be produced?  Weird.)

I have no idea if the story is true or not, but it is plausible, given
common Hollywood practices.  The semi-literacy of studio heads and
producers is legendary, so they may well have only read a script reader's
summary before buying it, or maybe not even that.  Hollywood studios have
been known to buy obviously unfilmable books before.  (For quite a while,
the highest price ever paid to option a book was for Gay Talese's "Thy
Neighbor's Wife", a lengthy personal journalistic approach to Americans'
sex lives.)  Sometimes they work out a reasonable plan for what to do with
an unfilmable book (like "Everything You Always Wanted To Know About Sex"),
sometimes they work out a stupid plan (like "The Joy of Sex"), sometimes
they let the whole thing drop (like "Thy Neighbor's Wife"), and sometimes
the project lingers on in various forms for years (like "Barbarians At the
Gates", a non-fiction book about the takeover attempt on Nabisco).

And, yes, producers and studios do have a huge staff that reads scripts for
them.  (I forget if the script readers are unionized or not, but there are
a lot of them.)  They really have to.  Leaving aside jokes about producers
never reading anything, they have to search through literally thousands of
screenplays to find the one they want to make.  They could not possibly
read all of them themselves, so they have to fall back on the services of
others.  The readers read the screenplay, summarize it, and try to evaluate
whether it will make a good film or not.  Usually, someone between the
readers and the producer will look over the summaries, picking out the ones
that seem promising.  That person may or may not actually read the script
before passing the summary on to the producer.  So it's possible that a
producer would make preliminary decisions without ever even laying eyes on
the script itself.  Things sometimes move fast in the film business, and a
hot script may be snatched up by someone else if you delay.  As a result,
they invariably snatch up a few not-so-hot scripts, in the rush.

Peter Reiher
reiher@onyx.jpl.nasa.gov
cit-vax!elroy!jato!jade!reiher

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 91 19:51:24 GMT
From: IO00844@maine.maine.edu (Zero Batzell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Hitch-Hiker's Guide to the Galaxy

Actually, the H2G2 went from script to radio to tv and then to book with
quite a lot of minor changes taking place between each.

I believe one of the books Adams explains himself and about the book
becoming a movie is "Don't Panic!" by Neil Gaiman.  I guess he originally
was going to have the book adapted to feature film, but then changed his
mind because he thought the Americans would turn H2G2 into "a StarWars with
laughs"...(somthing like that).  Anyway, I really don't know what's been
going on as far as if the script was actually given to a movie company or
not.  It's hard to believe that the company wouldn't read the scipt before
putting it on the shelf.  There is good news for diehard H2G2 fans
though... after saying he was NOT going to write anymore H2G2 books, and
that there was nothing left to say, Douglas Adams is currently working on
the fifth book in the 'trilogy'.

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 91 20:17:48 GMT
From: dlk0ms9s@umiami.ir.miami.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ALIEN 3 NEWS <<SPOILERS!>>

  OK.  I attended the annual Creation Thanksgiving Convention in NYC, as I
do every year, and here is the dirt on ALIEN 3.  

SPOILER WARNING

  Well, It picks up RIGHT where ALIENS left off.  Everyone is sleeping.
However, the Sulaco has an accident.  What happens is that the chambers are
damaged and the ship crash lands on an old Mining/Prison planet.  Newt and
Hicks DIE in the crash.  Only Bishop, Ripley, and an Alien survives.  I am
not sure HOW the alien got on the ship, but that is the story.
  On the planet, which has a rather long name which I don't remember, there
are 25 men who haven't seen a woman in 155 years.  The planet is no longer
a prison camp, it was abandoned.  However, the 25 men decided to stay
instead of going to another prison.  There are NO HIGH TECH WEAPONS on the
planet.  There is no way off the planet.
  Basically, now the Ripley has lost everything she cares about, she goes
nuts.  And when the Alien starts showing up, things get "messy."  The video
that was shown ran about 15 minutes and included the new theater trailer as
well as interviews with Sigourney and the director, David Pincher.  It
looks VERY visual.  And the sets kind of remind me of the original Alien.
  ALso, the planet has a very bad case of lice, which is why EVERYONE
shaves their heads.
  MINOR ENDING SPOILER:
   Ripley does NOT die in this film.  It was originally filmed that way,
but they decided to go back and reshoot the ending.  She sacrificed herself
in the original.  This is also the reason for the film's release being
pushed back to MAY 1992.  There is also a working idea for ALIEN 4, which
would involve the Aliens comeing to Earth.  But that is way off now.

  That's it from NYC!

Mark Santora

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		      Television - Blake's 7 (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 2 Dec 91 05:05:22 GMT
From: grohol@novavax.nova.edu (John Grohol)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re^2: Blake's 7: Last episode (LONG!)

ramsey@wucs1.wustl.edu (Betsy Ramsey) writes:
>grohol@novavax.UUCP (John Grohol) writes:
>> ramsey@wucs1.wustl.edu (Betsy Ramsey) writes:

WARNING: THIS POST IS LONG!!!!!  

>>> This posting contains spoilers for "Blake", the last episode of
>>> _Blake's 7_.

[Betsy's fine background on "Blake" deleted for brevity.]

>It was immediately apparent to me from Blake's first scene that I was
>seeing the real Blake, not a clone.  But neither he nor Avon were acting
>as CW had lead me to expect.  And that remained true throughout the
>episode, until the last scene.  By then, the weight of their prior
>behavior was sufficient to tilt the scales in favor of the Blake/Avon
>conspiracy theory as far as I was concerned.  Instead of being depressed,
>I was jubilant.

Eeeek! I can't understand how you keep saying that neither were acting the
way they have in the past. Avon's actions have been as they were always -
to a specific, logical end. He searches for Blake because Blake is their
only hope now for the Rebellion.  But more on this later.

>> Yes, Avon was once again confident in finding Blake, nothing more, to
>> use as a figurehead for the Rebellion. After what happened in the
>> next-to-last episode (with the Rebellion allies falling apart), Avon
>> needed this one last straw. As he says early on in the episode, he
>> wouldn't have ever mentioned Blake if the teaming up of the Rebellion
>> leaders had worked out.
>
>I didn't get the impression that Avon was grasping at straws.  He seemed
>pleased and excited about the prospect of joining forces with Blake.

Avon and crew are always grasping at straws in their searches for this,
that and the other thing. Star One comes to mind. Looking for things that
don't exist, based on rumors or half-truths. They spend a good part of the
series searching out things that never come to pass.

[Betsy makes a point about Avon's smile when asked by Vila if they're
looking for Blake or not.]

I think you're reading too much into both this dialogue and smile.  To me,
it is just another of Avon's "I'm superior and know something that you
don't know, as always" kind of smile. ALL Avon's smiles are genuine, as
they are all an integeral part of his personality.

>It's totally out of character for the Avon I know to be doing nothing at
>all while his friends are getting gunned down, particularly if one
>presumes that he will be targeted next.  If nothing else, Avon has
>absolutely marvelous survival instincts.  I believe that he is
>deliberately doing nothing.  That is, he is consciously allowing the
>others to be gunned down, as part of the plan (Arlen needs to see all
>those "bodies", even his).

This is too much to take. Avon's expression, as you note below, is one of
horrified disbelief. This isn't acting, this is real!  Is Blake also using
"blood packs" to fake the blood? Yes, Avon does have marvelous survival
tactics, as do they all. Yet they all get downed, one of them (quite real)
by Arlen herself (i.e. whoever Arlen shot may be dead). I can't argue that
they weren't Fed guards, except that they were impeccably dressed.
Actually, more on this below.

>I don't think that a Federation bounty hunter would be the most ideal
>rebel leader.  (Assuming, of course, that Avon has no reason to believe
>that Blake is not actually a bounty hunter.)  I tend to agree with
>Tarrant: it makes a great deal of difference if Blake is in fact what he
>seems to be.  Avon's total dismissal of this is strange.

I think it's an ideal COVER for Blake. He's supposed to be dead.  Who would
think to look for him as a "law enforcer" rather than one of the rabble
he's supposed to be tracking down.

>> ORAC has been tied down in MANY episodes. Check again.
>I will.  I don't recall any off the top of my head.  Could you point me to
>a few episodes?

Not offhand.

>> As for Avon, he is no less surprised than the rest of them!
>This is obviously open to interpretation.  He didn't seem surprised to
>me.

Yes, but it was not Avon who cared what craft were or were not firing at
them, but rather Dana. Avon was just a concerned crew member, as were the
others, in surviving the unexpected attack. From later in the episode, it
is my understanding that the people who attacked the Scorpio were under
control by Diva/Blake. If Blake was expecting Avon, why have Scorpio (the
best ship they could get) shot down?  Seems a bit extreme to me to carry
out a deception...


>What's interesting about the second card and the authority it granted is
>that nothing was done with it; it served no apparent purpose.  This seems
>strange, particularly in an episode as tightly paced as this one was.

My only thought about this was that it was more irony being used to its
full effect. Blake, an outlaw, being given a law enforcement permit (by the
Federation?) is just humor. I'm sure it could be used to support a number
of other arguments about this issue as well.


>Right.  And I think this is because he already knew Avon and the others
>were on their way, although he didn't know exactly when they would arrive.
>When Klyn reported that a Wanderer class ship was down in Plantation 5,
>Blake knew that it was Scorpio.  I believe the purpose of the distress
>beacon was to alert Blake to the change in plans (Scorpio was disabled, so
>alternate transportation was required).  If enough daylight hours had
>remained, I believe Blake would have gone after the beacon.  As it was, he
>took the contingency plan of going directly to Scorpio, knowing that the
>beacon would attract other flyers to the area and provide Avon and the
>others with the transportation they needed.

This seems to be a bit of a stretch. It makes much more sense for Blake to
have gone after Avon and crew, knowing they were on the planet, and not
wait for them to find their own means of arriving at the base. This is the
day of the bounty hunter. Yes, Avon and crew are good, but they might just
as easily have gotten themselves killed on the journey to find Blake's
base.


>Earlier in the episode, Deva warned Blake that the Federation
>representative (whom I can't help but believe is Servalan, btw) would be
>there any time and that they couldn't afford to make any mistakes.  Blake
>replied "I wasn't intending to make any."  Blake is never more Blake-like
>to me in this episode than when he utters that line and when he tells
>Tarrant of Jenna's fate.  (Well, actually, he has several other choice
>Blake-like moments as well, including his "I'm still alive" response to
>Deva's "You're good at this, aren't you?".)  The Blake I know, and the
>Blake who said those words, wouldn't be so careless as to a) make Arlen a
>security guard as quickly as she was, b) allow Tarrant to escape as easily
>as he did, and c) reveal everything about the rebellion in front of a
>recruit as new as Arlen.

Arlen's role in this episode has always been suspect by me. If the checks
performed on Arlen's background history that Deva conducted were true, they
should've discovered more about her Federation security ties than they did.
I agree that she shouldn't have been in Deva's room at the time of this
argument. This was a mistake of Blake's. It is the greatest support for
your argument and one I cannot easily refute.


>Yes, Blake is more Avon-like, just as Avon is more Blake-like.  Their
>separation has taught each of them some interesting things about himself
>and the other.  (Imagine Kerr "wealth is the only reality" Avon coming to
>the realization that in winning lies the only safety.)  Both of them are
>stronger and wiser as a result, which not a sad reality in my book.

It is sad for me. To become more Avon-like is distressful to most people,
as he is cold, calculating, and logical. No emotion.  By the time of
"Blake" he has gained almost a speck of trust in Blake, which is totally
destroyed at the end. "Show me someone who believes in something, and I'll
show you a fool," Avon says in a previous episode. Avon is antithetical to
Blake. It is sad, to me, that Blake has become more like Avon than Avon has
to Blake.

>>> What about Avon's mystery rifle?  [...]

So the reason you ask about this rifle is because you believe it is loaded
with non-lethal bursts as opposed to their pistols, which were loaded with
only lethal shots? Since we don't know who dies or lives at then end, we
can't answer this.

Also, remember Arlen shoots Deva dead with her pistol. Puts a cramp in the
plan to have a few key players of the Rebellion die just to have the Fed
think the whole Rebellion is dead, for a short while. Only a short while
because as soon as the antitoxin is distributed, the Fed will surely know
that there is a system in place to distribute it. Another name, but the
same enemy, the same Rebellion... The Federation is not stupid.

>Blake bleeds from the first shot.  I believe he bleeds when no one else
>does because they (he and Avon) wanted to make the shooting as dramatic as
>possible to capture everyone's attention (especially Arlen's) so no one
>would do anything rash before the Federation "troops" arrive.  Of course,
>Vila came through when they least expected it, but by then Arlen had
>already seen the main event.

So Blake DOES bleed from "blood packs"? Would this be a little suspect to
Arlen, considering how the controller was shot by the same rifle yet didn't
show any blood at all??

>>> And where did they leave Orac?
>> Orac's no-show here is probably just one of security.  [...]
>I agree completely.

So how does THIS support you theory and not the normal one?


>Avon said earlier in the season that he's learned to live with
>disappointment.  That doesn't mean he likes it.  Going back to an earlier
>point, I think Avon (finally) came to the realization shortly after
>Terminal (by "Traitor", to be precise) that the only way he's ever going
>to be able to lead the life he wants to lead is by defeating the
>Federation once and for all.  And his best chances of doing that are with
>Blake, who has believed the same all along.  So he put Orac on the scent,
>and when Orac located Blake, Avon contacted him and they made plans.

"For all I'm concerned, you can destory whatever you'd like. You can stir
up a thousand revolutions. You can wade in blood up to your armpits. Oh,
and you can lead the rabble to victory, whatever that might mean. Just so
long as there's an end to it. When Star One is gone, it is finished Blake.
And I want it finished. I want it to be over and done with. I want to be
free. I want to be free of him.  (Blake)" - Avon

Avon came back to GP only to get a new figurehead, not out of any love lost
for Blake. He has some respect for Blake, but he would not willingly die
for him. Yes, he realized that he needed Blake to end his involvement in
the Rebellion, but he couldn't stand the thought that Blake has been lying
to him all along, had betrayed him. Yes, eveyrthing you say could be true,
but the ending could still be death to all. Avon, through a lack of
willingness to trust, killed Blake at the end at the mere thought that it
was over. His last hope had betrayed him. He would have to lead the
Rebellion forever and never be free of it.

His loss was total, and the loss at the end of "Blake" was total.

John M. Grohol
Center for Psych. Studies
Nova University
grohol@novavax.nova.edu
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Date: 2 Dec 91 06:27:15 GMT
From: unknown@ucscb.ucsc.edu 
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Blake's 7: Opinions wanted about the final episode. (spoilers?)

barker@dmpe.csiro.au ( David Barker) writes:
>Now, I agree that it was the real Blake that was killed by Avon due to a
>misunderstanding.  However, as was mentioned, you do not see any blood
>when the others are shot down.

   This, and my other 'theories', are not original.. They are among the
first theories I heard, also the most reasonable I've heard.

   First of all, Vila is the wimpiest person in the universe... (the
episode where Avon wanted to throw him off the ship because there wasn't
enough thrust was great!).  Vila would dive for cover very quickly. Even if
he is slightly 'winged', he'd act like he was killed, I think.

>after she falls down the step.  Vila is "shot" in the back.  Where was
>Orac at this point in the episode?  You did not see him after they entered
>the complex.

Orac was hidden to keep him safe, I think.

>The most important scene is the last one which asks the question: is Avon
>still alive?

Obviously nobody knows, but most likely NO.

>If you listen carefully to the gunshots, they are in apparent bursts, and
>as it takes only "one" shot to kill or disable Avon, what were these other
>shots?

Theory: Avon is surrounded by guards... Servalan walks in (out of camera
range), making Avon smile. Since he knows he's basically dead meat already,
he shoots her (the first shot). Then the guards shoot him full of lead, so
to speak.

   To give a different viewpoint from what other people have said, I would
like to say that I -really- liked this ending.

   That is, it was depressing like it should be, but is/was also GREAT in
that it is so unexpected for a TV show. You'd never see something like that
on American TV, unfortunately. (And I don't attack American TV as much as
most people)

   I also believed it was as it seemed, and not some plot between Avon and
Blake. Blake may or may not have meant to get Avon caught.  Avon shot Blake
because he was pissed off at him. (Sorry, even with the messages here, I
don't recall all of the little details about Blake's dealings with the
other people on Gauda Prime and my copy of the Programme Guide isn't here)

   I consider Blake's 7 one of the best, if not THE best, science fiction
TV show ever. It is certainly better than the original Star Trek, and ranks
up there with Star Trek: The Next Generation. (I have realized I like TNG
better than TOS because TNG is less 'hokey' and they take themselves more
seriously). I think that the wonderful ending to the series has a lot of
bearing on my opinion of the show in general.

   That does not mean I wouldn't like to see it resurrected. I really would
like to see that, even if it were done in America (that's what I've heard
rumors of). That is, original actors but an American production.

   So basically, Avon's dead, Blake's dead... Servalan is dead, if that
theory is true.
   Vila is NOT dead and nobody knows about the others...

   Sure, the show couldn't really go on without Avon at least so some
hokey theory could be made up to keep Avon alive.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Dec 91 20:39:43 GMT
From: STU_GLMCELHA@vax2.acs.jmu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #448

Here's what I thought of "Blake":

The Scorpio and Slave are in pieces, but can be repaired.  Orac hasn't been
destroyed, but hidden somewhere.  Most people agree with these.

Blake, on the other hand, is dead as a doornail.  Avon peppered his body
with a working, normal weapon, and let's face it: Avon TRIED to kill Blake.

On the other hand, some of the others might have survived.  Vila is the
most likely of the four who went down by shots - a shot rang out and he
dropped.  I wouldn't be surprised if he merely hit the deck!  However, I
also think that the Federation would have used stun guns, to capture them
alive and use them against the other rebellious ones.  In that case, not
only Vila but definitely Soolin and Dayna are alive.

By that reasoning, you could say that Tarrant is still alive but he was in
pretty bad shape at the end of the episode anyway, and his body might not
have been able to take it.  Also, I really hated his character.  <evil
grin>

Avon, of course, is alive, and a prisoner of the Federation but I wouldn't
be surprised if he's now working for them.  Gool ol' Avon.

Finally, for those who asked, the "sequel" was called AFTERMATH and was by
Tony Atwood.  From what I've heard, it's a real hodge-podge.  In addition,
AVOID like the plague the AVON: A TERRIBLE SOMETHING-OR-OTHER (so sue me, I
can't remember the name) book by Paul Darrow.  An incredible dog.  Ah well.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Dec 91 22:09:41 GMT
From: jblum@umd5.umd.edu (Jon Blum)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Re^2: Blake's 7: Last episode (LONG!)

Two more cents on the Avon-chose-the-different-gun-so-that-he-could-
stun-Blake-not-kill-him-because-they'd-set-all-this-up-in-advance theory:

If he wanted to stun Blake rather than kill him, why did he need a
different gun?  The Dorian Special clip-guns had stun-cartridges; if I
remember, they said as much in "Rescue".  Avon could have just shot Blake
with what everyone would assume was an ordinary laser-blast, and there
would be no need for the other gun.

It seems we must hunt deeper for a motive behind Avon's choice of weapon,
namely, that the producers had to make sure Blake died a blatant and bloody
death.  :-)
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Today's Topics:

	     Books - Adams & Cooper & Dick & Duncan (2 msgs) &
                     Elgin (2 msgs) & Feist (3 msgs) & May &
                     Tolkien

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 91 22:17:12 GMT
From: rossing@cs.hope.edu (Eric Rossing)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Short story about young Zaphod

A while ago, I read something about a short story Douglas Adams wrote
called (I think) "Young Zaphod".  Could anyone out there tell me where I
can find this story?

Reply by email, and I'll summarize the answers.

Thanks in advance!

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 91 22:42:32 GMT
From: rush@mnementh.metaphor.com (Ed Rush)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Edmund Cooper (was SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #443)

>I'm not sure about the US, but I've been picking up [Edmund] Cooper's
>books in Canada for about 5 years, all by British publishers.  I've only
>ever found his books in used bookstores, and all the ones I have were
>published prior to 1980.  Is he still alive, and if so, is he still
>publishing?

"Edmund Cooper" is a pseudonym for (I think) Richard Avery.  Whatever the
real name, I seem to recall that he was book reviewer for the Times of
London.  I think I read somewhere that he had died, but don't take that to
the bank.

Ed Rush
Metaphor Computers
Mtn. View, CA
UUCP: [...!{apple|decwrl}!]metaphor!mnementh!rush
Internet: rush@mnementh.metaphor.com
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Date: 5 Dec 91 01:11:30 GMT
From: seth@alchemy.tn.cornell.edu (Seth Cohn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Philip Dick's Exegesis is out (somewhat)

Well, I couldn't resist it, I bought a copy of the newest Phil Dick work
(well, not 'newest' like he's still writing, but you know...)  It's called
"In Pursuit of Valis: Selections from the Exegesis" edited by Lawrence
Sutin (who did the fine Divine Invasions bio..)

First impressions from a PKD fan:  Yup, PKD was a real loon
Second impressions:  PKD was a genius
Third: VALIS (and UBIK) are real... PKD says so.
continuing: Gnostic truth in SF... as PKD seeks his OWN truth.

Overall: I liked this book, it enhances the PKD legacy by 400% making clear
why and HOW PKD did come to have and explore his 'experience.'

My personal views on reality (and on what happenend to PKD) are confirmed
by this work (which is culled from 8000 handwritten pages) I won't bore you
with what I think it was, since as PKD says: any theory brings an
antitheory, and a synthesis, and an antisyntheis, etc. yielding toward the
infinity of god.

Get this if you like PKD, read the MAIN novels again (the top 10 or so he
describes as his "vast tapestry") and be prepared to have your eyes opened,
and your reality destroyed.

Four stars!!!

Seth

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 91 20:22:00 GMT
From: IBC6HSR@mvs.oac.ucla.edu ("hari ramachandran")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: A Man of His Word (Dave Duncan)

dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
> January
> Duncan, Emperor and Clown, Ballantine Del-Rey
>
>    Finally.  But not final: "A Handful of Men" is listed as a four-part
>sequel to this series.

Before the book comes out and answers all the questions, here are a few
that have been puzzling me. Maybe someone can answer them?

What is Inos's skill? In book 1, she is said to look more queenly and be
more resilient. But later, when she is being all that, the sheik (who is
also a mage, forget his name) doesn't detect her using power. So what does
her word do for her?

Is she going to save Rap by sharing her word with him and turning him into
a mage?

Inisso had only three words and was a _most_ powerful sorcerer.  And his
three words went to Inos, to Kinvale, and to Kalkor (sp?).  Am wondering,
is this a case of selective history? Did Inisso have a daughter perhaps?
Rap's ancestress?

WHY are the wardens not claiming Rap or the Andor-Jalon-Sagorn-Thinal
bunch? Are they wary of the gods? Or is it that they CAN'T?

Little chicken is going to be 'king'? Or 'emperor'? That would be something
to see - the goblin ruler of the impire ... :^>

One of the things that bothers me about this series is that Inos is so
shallow. Maybe that is not the word for it. Frankly, at this moment, I
think Rap could do better than win her. Seems like Dave Duncan has few
interesting female characters in his books. The male characters are usually
very complex, but the women often not.  Comments?

An interesting difference between Donaldson and Duncan. The former has no
problems making the women in his stories go through hell.  Duncan takes a
different approach. The men are the ones who are tortured etc. The women go
through a different torment. One that is really a torment for the _reader_;
for example, the elven wife of the gnome dragonlord. SHE seems happy
enough. But the horror of the situation is nicely brought home to the
reader. When I was reading the books, I felt more for her than I did for
Rap. Rap's torments are somehow a coming of age ritual. Her's is a
punishment without end. Same for the Proconsul of Fearie and her husband.
He suffered bravely as he should. She on the other hand was being abused,
though she had all her power etc.

Likely my own prejudices showing through :^>

Hari
Department of Physics
UCLA
hsr@uclaph.physics.ucla.edu
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Date: 5 Dec 91 01:48:00 GMT
From: cs169095@cs.brown.edu (Eric Marin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A Man of His Word (Dave Duncan)

I think Inos` word only works when she`s in her home country, Krasnegard.
I believe it makes hostile folks forget that Krasnegard is there at all,
thus protecting a rather puny kingdom from two strong nations.  She might
share her word with Rap, but I think he`ll get away without becoming a
sorceror.  I'm also unsure just how true all the torture and maiming of Rap
was.  The source of that info. was Andos after all.

I'm not sure how shallow Inos is, but the focus of my attention was Rap.  I
started to skim over Inos` sections as the series progressed.  I'll go back
and read them more carefully when I get the time.

I bet the fact that Rap is a blind spot in the foresight of sorcerors makes
them hesitant to bind him into loyalty.  He's awfully strong for a mere
adept, and could possibly break a loyalty spell and kill whoever enslaved
him.

We'll know in January anyhow.

Eric Marin 

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 91 02:45:46 GMT
From: lwalsh@uxh.cso.uiuc.edu (Laura Lynn Walsh)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Suzette Haden Elgin books

A while back, in connection with the "best book you have ever read" thread,
I said that:

>For me, the best book is really two: Native Tongue and The Judas Rose,
>both by Suzette Hayden Elgin.  I guess they never made it big, but I have
>re-read them both more than any others.

edgar@function.mps.ohio-state.edu (Gerald Edgar) writes:
>They may be great, but they can be a little difficult to swallow, given a
>worst case reactionary/male supremecist scenario, depicting all men as
>foolish but dangerous children and institutional abuse of children...
>
>Maybe I'm missing something, but Elgin's eariler work managed to convey
>her points, with less acid and abrasive.  The general effect is as if a
>friend had swalled a bottle of radical feminist anti-male hostility pills.
>I don't know if this is just for mood and environment, or maybe a reaction
>aginst her earlier books, with their humor and whimsey, were never taken
>seriously.

Dani Zweig (dani@netcom.com) wrote:
>Her best and most enjoyable is the Ozark Trilogy: "Twelve Fair Kingdoms",
>"The Grand Jubilee" (?) and "And Then There'll Be Fireworks".  It's a
>light-hearted fantasy with some teeth, and takes place on a planet settled
>by twelve families of mountain folk who have there own unique form of
>magic.  The men of that world think they're in charge.  ...
>
>Her Communipath books "The Communipaths", "At the Seventh Level",
>"Furthest", "Star Anchored, Star Angered" are more involved in lampooning
>certain kinds of bureaucracy, though they don't forget to tell a story.
>...

I have completed reading most of the other fiction books Elgin wrote.  I
had actually read "Yonder Comes the Other End of Time" before, but I had
not recognized that the author was the same.  I stand by my opinion that
"Native Tongue" and "The Judas Rose" were by far better.

My objections to the Coyote Jones (Communipath) sagas in general: they
focus on, a male and his dealings with women.  True, these women have some
incredible talents, but the main thrust of the stories is how Coyote Jones,
a "supportive" male, deals with the women.  And he deals with them in the
Catholic manner - the women are saints and/or whores.  Either he is being
awed by their powers or he is taking them to bed, often both.

The Ozark Trilogy (of which I only could find the first and the last) has
different problems.  Here the powerful female, Responsible of Brightwater,
"controls" by magic a whole rather awkward planet.  Yes, I am familiar with
the Clark quote somewhat to the effect that any sufficiently advanced
technology is indistinguishable from magic.  But it is grating to me that a
planet with women in control relies on magic, whereas the 3 Galaxies, with
men in control, rely on science.  And Responsible's "control" is a parody
of the power which men usually have in such situations.  Even she has no
knowledge of or control over the whipping to death of a young girl for
refusing an arranged marriage.  (Which is later avenged by a man.)  A the
plot seems shallow.

My conclusion is that Elgin did not manage to convey a powerful social
critique in her earlier works.  They may have humor and whimsy, but they
lack punch.  The books critique the worlds in a manner similar to the way
women are SUPPOSED to behave when they are challenging power - they are
gentle and ladylike, and things pretty much remain the same.

The last two books, Native Tongue and The Judas Rose, show an author, who
seems to have grown tired of telling her tale in a gentle, tolerant manner.
She switches to the women's perspective, real science fiction, and real
critique.  Admittedly, it is bitterly anti-male - lots of our current world
is bitterly anti-female (Try talking to a women scientist from Saudi
Arabia.)  I take exception to the characterization of the males as foolish,
but dangerous children.  Most of the males are presented as intelligent,
formidable opponents.  They do behave cruelly, but not out of childish
ignorance.  They are carefully taught to do so as are many males in current
cultures.  Gerald's point about child abuse is irrelevant, since all three
of the series feature some aspect of child abuse.

As for Janet's point:
>I'm not sure about acid; the main thing I remember about _Native Tongue_
>was that the ending was so ridiculously contrived and idiotic that I threw
>the book down in disgust.  It wasn't so much the intensity of
>institutional sub-ordination that the women in the book were in that I
>found hard to swallow, as the way in which the lines of the plot were
>worked out, which was clumsy at best.

I liked the ending.  It is contrived, but it reminds me a lot of the way
institutions behave nowadays.  The ending isn't any more ridiculous or
contrived than some of the latest Supreme Court rulings (e.g.,
Hollingsworth vs. the State of California).  And it is ultimately more
satisfying than the ending to Boat of a Million Years.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 91 06:32:19 GMT
From: grr@cbmvax.commodore.com (George Robbins)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Suzette Haden Elgin books

lwalsh@uxh.cso.uiuc.edu (Laura Lynn Walsh) writes:
> My conclusion is that Elgin did not manage to convey a powerful social
> critique in her earlier works.  They may have humor and whimsy, but they
> lack punch.  The books critique the worlds in a manner similar to the way
> women are SUPPOSED to behave when they are challenging power - they are
> gentle and ladylike, and things pretty much remain the same.

I think you're missing a real sense of irony here.  Elgin writes with the
veiled fist (kind of like Sheri Tepper at her best).  You can read them
literally, but don't be fooled.

> The last two books, Native Tongue and The Judas Rose, show an author, who
> seems to have grown tired of telling her tale in a gentle, tolerant
> manner.  She switches to the women's perspective, real science fiction,
> and real critique.  Admittedly, it is bitterly anti-male - lots of our
> current world is bitterly anti-female (Try talking to a women scientist
> from Saudi Arabia.)  I take exception to the characterization of the
> males as foolish, but dangerous children.  Most of the males are
> presented as intelligent, formidable opponents.  They do behave cruelly,
> but not out of childish ignorance.  They are carefully taught to do so as
> are many males in current cultures.  Gerald's point about child abuse is
> irrelevant, since all three of the series feature some aspect of child
> abuse.

The women tend to relate to them as children, i.e. they "know more", but
tease the men along with a sugar-coated, edited version of reality.  From
what I recall, only one man, the that gets killed off, is treated as being
intelligent enought to see through his own programming and their
deceptions.

I don't really disagree too much with you comments, but I think there are
two thing going on.  First her focus on the female/male issue has
sharpened, second, the gloves have come off.  I really she really must have
been frustrated that people don't see the underlying themes and irony and
probably tell her how "cute" these books are...

George Robbins 
uucp:   {uunet|pyramid|rutgers}!cbmvax!grr
domain: grr@cbmvax.commodore.com

------------------------------

Date: 2 Dec 91 11:41:27 GMT
From: glnserv!jerryn@xcluud.sccsi.com (Jerry Norris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Raymond Feist

To add my two cents worth; I like his writing style, which mixes a sense of
humor with a good flair for the dramatic.  I find his timing is well placed
within the story and his characterizations are fairly executed.

I likes.

xcluud!glnserv!jerryn

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 91 18:48:47 GMT
From: tchrist@convex.com (Tom Christiansen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Raymond Feist and Barker's Empire of the Petal Throne

alberti@cs.umn.edu  writes:
>Feist's Rift War is a pathetic novelization of an RPG game he played in.
>It's "D&D meets Tekumel" although Feist denies it vehemently.

Pathetic is a good word for it, especially when you take into consideration
that Feist denies it when it's so blatantly obvious.  I imagine he does so
because of possible legal tangles with Christopher Tolkien, Gary Gygax, or
Phil Barker, in order of increasing likelihood.

>What I find disappointing is that his works are so transparently shallow,
>and so poorly written, and yet they are so very popular.

The masses will always love transparently shallow books.  The big bulge of
the bell curve, where most buyers are, contains the most mediocrity but
buys the most books, a self-propagating state of affairs.  Witness the
apparent success of such saccharine writers as the Xanth books, the Pern
books, the TSR books, the Jack Chalker series, and the host of other
woefully unoriginal low fantasy books now in print, snatched up in droves.

Just as the newspapers aim for six-grade reading levels, these books seem
to be written at a junior high school level, although obviously their
readership is much wider.  No wonder fantasy has such a bad name in some
circles.  Not every can write like Wolfe, nor should they, but I wish the
market would simply not buy the cheap, floosy stuff, the dime romance
novels of F&SF.

But since when has the majority ever been right? :-)

Tom

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 91 12:14:14 GMT
From: STUCS002@ibm3090.computer-centre.birmingham.ac.uk (G W Sutcliffe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Feist & EPT

The Red God of Death would correspond to Belkhanu (the Lord of the
Excellent Dead) - Sarku is the God of the Undead.

I read both the Man of Gold and Flamesong by Barker. The Man of Gold is
more readable - neither would win any awards IMHO, but both are great as
background/source material for the RPG.

Giles

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 91 12:14:14 GMT
From: STUCS002@ibm3090.computer-centre.birmingham.ac.uk (G W Sutcliffe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: May

Re what happened to Elizabeth:
How about Marc and Elizabeth becoming one entity - so far no-one really
knows what the Lylmik are (I think). Just an idea.

Giles

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 91 16:15:32 GMT
From: eckman@eos1.larc.nasa.gov (Richard Eckman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Next one from C. Tolkien?

  Does anyone know when the next volume in the 'History of Middle Earth'
series from Christopher Tolkien is due to be released?  Over the last
several years, they seem to have shown up in bookshops around Thanksgiving
time (at least in the US).  Any information would be appreciated.

Richard Eckman
NASA/LaRC
eckman@dobson.larc.nasa.gov

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		   Books - Heinlein (3 msgs) & Lackey &
                           Saberhagen & Review

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 91 13:39:15 GMT
From: sjg91@ecs.soton.ac.uk (SJ Guy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Heinlein

 I have just started reading this news group, although I have been reading
sf and fantasy for a long time now.  I had not heard of Heinlein, Robert A.
before, so I went along to the local bookshop to see what they had to
offer, they had the following:

   Between Planets
   The Number of the Beast 
   Red Planet
   The Moon is a Harsh Mistress
    
and a collection whose title I can't remember some thing like,
       
   Grumbles from the ...

I would appreciate some opinions on any of the above, or some of his best
to try first.

Thanks in advance.

Simon Guy

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 91 18:53:10 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Heinlein

sjg91@ecs.soton.ac.uk (SJ Guy):
>I had not heard of Heinlein, Robert A. before...
>
>   Between Planets
>   The Number of the Beast 
>   Red Planet
>   The Moon is a Harsh Mistress
>   ... Grumbles from the ...

This is easy.  The Moon is a Harsh Mistress is one of his best books.
Between Planets and Red Planet are competent juveniles.  The Number of the
Beast assumes that a) you've read all his other books and b) that you adore
Heinlein's writing.  Grumbles from the Grave is technically non-fiction.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 91 21:32:35 GMT
From: seth@alchemy.tn.cornell.edu (Seth Cohn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Heinlein

sjg91@ecs.soton.ac.uk (SJ Guy) writes:
>I had not heard of Heinlein, Robert A. before, so I went along to the
>local bookshop to see what they had to offer, they had the following:
>
>   Between Planets

Wonderful, yet simple plotted book.  Nothing too suprising, typical
Heinlein boy - talented, and caring, winds up screwed by the world,
survives and ends up on top.

>   The Number of the Beast 

This one I cannot recommend unless you have read another book by Mark
Twain.  (Yes yes, I stole that like from Huck Finn) Seriously. Unless you
are into HEINLEIN, and know not only his stuff, but SF in general, and even
SF writers in particular, forget this and any other books after it (Cat,
Sail) I love this book, I'm going to name MY first computer car Gay
Deceiver.

>   Red Planet

Good book, same sort of thing as Between, but different.  

>   The Moon is a Harsh Mistress

WONDERFUL book, best of the lot you list.  Moon Colony, unrest, and a smart
computer name Mike.  WELL written in stilted English, one of the best
"stylist" books I know of.

>and a colection whose title I can't remember some thing like,
>       
>   Grumbles from the ...
                      GRAVE

So so, only for Heinlein fans, more like his letters then any stories.

>I would appreciate some opinions on any of the above, or some of his best
>to try first.

Ones NOT to miss: 
   Stranger in a Strange Land
   Future History series (a pile of stories, both
      published in chunks and as a whole.)
   Friday
   Time enough for Love (AFTER future history)

Seth Cohn

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 91 20:08:38 GMT
From: douglasm@henson.cc.wwu.edu (Douglas McCorrison)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Misty Lackey, Diana Tregarde books

amd@space.mit.edu (Ann M. Davis) writes:
>>mfarrell@ADMIN.CABOT.NF.CA writes:
>> Anyone know what the first book in the "Diana Trelgarde" series was?
>> The one where she met the Nightflyer?  Or was there one?
>
>Yes there is a "first book", I can see the cover clearly in my mind, sans
>the title, SIGH! I *think* it's called _Burning Water_, but I may be
>confusing it with another book.  I liked the first two, but was less
>impressed with the last one, _Jinx High_

Unfortunately, the Nightflyer incident is not featured in any of the
Tregarde Investigations.  The first one chronologically is _Children of the
Night_.  Some detail on the nightflyer incident is given in CON.  Also
there appear to be no books covering the "Spook Squad" time, which would be
fun to read.  _Burning Water_ is the second book chronologically.

Douglas McCorison
douglasm@henson.cc.wwu.edu
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Date: 3 Dec 91 14:25:10 GMT
From: prs@turing.acs.virginia.edu (Phillip R. Scarr)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Forthcoming Books:  Random Jottings

dani@netcom.COM (Dani Zweig) writes:
>Saberhagen, A Question of Time, Tor, Hardcover
>
>   Is this another Dracula novel?

I doubt it.  I think it'll be another in the Pilgrim series of time-travel
books.  _Pyrimid_ and _A Matter of Time_(I think that's the title) were the
two other ones.  They were quite good.  Saberhagen can tell a good story
when he wants to (and a terrible one when he needs the money!).

Phil Scarr
Department of Anthropology
prs9k@virginia.edu

------------------------------

Date: Tue, 3 Dec 91 12:58 EST
From: mtgzy!ecl (Evelyn C Leeper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: WHAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN, VOLUME 3: ALTERNATE WARS

	      WHAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN, VOLUME 3: ALTERNATE WARS
	      edited by Gregory Benford & Martin H. Greenberg
	      Bantam Spectra, 1991, ISBN 0-553-29008, $4.99.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   Well, after a long wait - over a year since Volumes 1 and 2 came out
within a few months of each other - Volume 3 of Benford and Greenberg's
series of alternate history anthologies is finally out.  Whether this
series is the cause or the effect is not known (at least not to me, though
see my comments below), but we seem to be living in the Golden Age of
Alternate Histories, with at least a dozen appearing in major magazines and
who knows how many elsewhere just this year.  Heck, even SPORTS ILLUSTRATED
carried one ("Bubbles and the Babe," Fall 1991 special issue): not a very
good one, true, but an alternate history nonetheless.

   I say I don't know whether this series is the cause or the effect, but I
suspect it is at least partly the cause.  Why?  Well, while it's possible
that eleven authors independently decided to write alternate histories this
year - and that they all got published and then collected by Benford and
Greenberg - it is less likely that they would all fit in the category of
"alternate wars."  So I would assume that these were commissioned for the
anthology but, finances being what they are, arrangements were made to
allow them to be published first in the magazines.

   I say "eleven authors," and the cover says, "Tales of Alternate History
by Eleven Premier Voices in Science Fiction," but there are actually twelve
stories and authors.  While there is some evidence that the Resnick story
may have been a last-minute addition, I think it more likely that one they
considered the twelfth author is the one not usually considered a "premier
voice in science fiction," though he did win a Nobel Prize for Literature.
In 1930, when his career in politics appeared finished, the Right
Honourable Winston S. Churchill, M. P., was commissioned by J. C. Squire to
write a piece for IF IT HAD HAPPENED OTHERWISE: LAPSES INTO IMAGINARY
HISTORY.  That anthology is now almost unobtainable, but Churchill's piece,
"If Lee Had Not Won the Battle of Gettysburg," is at last reprinted here.
The title is not a typo; Churchill writes as though in a world in which Lee
won, and his descriptions of what would have happened had Lee lost are
mostly of the sort "We wouldn't have X" and "Y never would have happened,"
though he also "predicts" carpetbaggers et al.  But clearly the alternate
history aspect is in his descriptions of the world in which Lee won.  (One
might ask why someone who could predict all sorts of alternate events
arising from Lee's victory could fail to see even two year's into his own
world's future, but just as hindsight is easier than foresight, so is
sidesight.)

   The remaining stories are all from sixty years later (1991) so I will
treat them chronologically by internal date.  James Morrow's "Arms and the
Woman" (AMAZING, July 1991), set during the Trojan War, takes a look at
what might have happened if Helen had taken a somewhat more active role.
Done in Morrow's typically irreverent style, it's not completely credible
as a piece of realism, but as part of a mythos it does work, and works
well.

   "The Number of the Sand" by George Zebrowski looks at the infinite
possible branchings of history, in this case those centering around
Hannibal.  Unfortunately, Zebrowski can do little but catalog the various
variations - there is no time to develop any of them to a reasonable
extent.

   The time setting is initially vague for "The Tomb" by Jack McDevitt, so
I will place it here.  (Yes, you eventually find out when it takes place,
but that would be telling.)  It's a powerful story, marred only afterward
by nagging doubts that the change would have caused such a drastic result.
(In stories in which the change point is not given early on, I will try to
speak in generalities to avoid spoiling the surprise.)  Even with these
doubts, though, I still find "The Tomb" a haunting story that I'm sure I'll
remember for a long time.

   "And Wild for To Hold" by Nancy Kress (ISAAC ASIMOV'S SCIENCE FICTION
MAGAZINE, July 1991) postulates an institute that pulls critical people out
of the past in order to tailor history.  The story centers on Anne Boleyn,
though other historical personages figure as well.  My objections to this
story are two-fold.  First, the "alternate war" element is minimal and the
story seems out of place in this anthology.  Second, and more seriously,
the extraction of some of the characters from history would seem to
preclude the existence of others who appear.

   Contrary to the blurb in ISAAC ASIMOV'S SCIENCE FICTION MAGAZINE (where
it first appeared in October 1991), Gregory Benford's "Manassas, Again" is
*not* set in the future.  It's an alternate Civil War - a very alternate
Civil War, and certainly one of the more original of that sub-genre.
Interestingly enough, though, the same key incident was recently used
independently by another author to go off in another direction entirely.
Benford's story is the more concise (the other was a novel) and explores
the idea with a thrifty compactness.

   Poul Anderson has the Americans fighting the French empire in "When Free
Men Shall Stand."  It appears superficially that the change point was the
Battle of Trafalgar, but that was in 1805 and the change obviously occurred
before the Louisiana Purchase in 1803.  No, it was the decision by Napoleon
not to invade Egypt but to consolidate his-European holdings that led to
this face-off of the United States and a still French Louisiana Territory.
(I mention this only because the reviewer in LOCUS seems to tag Trafalgar
as the cause.)  Anderson has done his homework, though I still think "In
the House of Sorrows" is his best alternate history.  (It appeared in WHAT
MIGHT HAVE BEEN 1: ALTERNATE EMPIRES.)  But the self-contained nature of
"When Free Men Shall Stand" makes it more satisfying than any of his long
series of Time Patrol stories, showing an originality and freshness and
"edge" that they are missing.  (Readers may want to compare this to T. R.
Fehrenbach's "Remember the Alamo,"recently reprinted in Isaac Asimov and
Martin Greenberg's GREAT SCIENCE FICTION STORIES: 23 (1961).  Anderson's is
better, and more believable.)

   "Over There" is one of Mike Resnick's "Alternate Teddy" stories
(Roosevelt, that is).  It first appeared in ISAAC ASIMOV'S SCIENCE FICTION
MAGAZINE in April 1991 and assumes that Theodore Roosevelt decided to take
his Rough Riders to Europe to fight in World War I.  More a character study
of Theodore Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson than an "alternate war" story in
spite of its whole raison d'etre being to comment on the changing face of
war, this tale draws on Resnick's African knowledge as well.

   Alternate World War IIs are always popular (they and alternate Civil
Wars are neck-in-neck for the lead), and Benford and Greenberg provide
three.  "Tundra Moss" by F. M. Busby deals more with telegraphy on an
Arctic island base than with the alternate history situation, which is
basically an aside in half a dozen short paragraphs at the beginning and
another half-dozen at the end.  With this, as with many alternate histories
that merely mention the alternate history aspect without doing anything
with it, I am reminded of the marble hand found by the archaeologists in
James A. Michener's THE SOURCE.  They believe it to have been broken off a
complete statue, but it wasn't - the artist intended it to *imply* the rest
of the figure.  Perhaps it might work in a sculpture, but in an alternate
history story, anyone can say, "In this world, X happens" (or doesn't
happen, depending) - the point is to develop that idea, not to leave it as
an exercise for the reader.  As fiction, "Tundra Moss" is okay, but it
fails as alternate history.

   "Godard's People" by Allen Steele (ISAAC ASIMOV'S SCIENCE FICTION
MAGAZINE, July 1991) is a straightforward "history" of the Allies' big push
toward rockets (rather than atomic bombs) during World War II.  (There is
purportedly a previous story, "John Harper Wilson," which is set in the
same timeline and appeared in the June 1989 issue of ISAAC ASIMOV'S SCIENCE
FICTION MAGAZINE.)  Unlike many of the stories, which are character studies
with a veneer of alternate history, this is almost pure alternate history
speculation.  (The purest such was, of course, Robert Sobel's FOR WANT OF A
NAIL, and this sub-genre has its special devotees.)

   Barry N. Malzberg's "Turpentine" is set in an alternate 1968 where
everyone is like they were in 1968, only more so.  Given the tenor of 1968,
for most people this means angrier and the results are perhaps predictable
when some protesters seize a reactor at the University of Chicago.  Other
Malzberg alternate history stories center around the 1960s and angry
protests.  Benford describes this as "fevered remembrance," but I find the
obvious passion with which Malzberg writes overpowering and too strident
for my tastes.  I had mixed feelings during 1968 - I thought the Vietnam
War was a mistake, but I also had a father over there, so I was not ready
to condemn everyone who went either.  My reaction Malzberg's story may
reflect this and, as always, your mileage may vary.

   Last is Harry Turtledove's "Ready for the Fatherland."  The premise here
is that Hitler was assassinated in 1943, before he could manage to get
Germany so stuck on the Eastern Front that they could never accomplish
anything.  Flash forward a few decades.  Two agents are trying to smuggle
arms for the uprising in Croatia, difficult because the government has a
cordon around the port city of Rijeva.  The Serbs are attacking the Croats
every chance they get, and vice versa.  Roadblocks and multiple armies make
the going rough.  And now, gentle reader, a question for you: are the last
three sentences describing Turtledove's story or CNN's latest news
bulletin?

   If you answered, "Both," you are correct.  If Churchill can be taken to
task for failing to predict two years into his future, Turtledove is in the
unenviable position of having history belie his story even on its
publication.  His premise - that Hitler's demise would have led to the
survival of a fascist Croatia and continued internal strife between Serbs
and Croats - may be true.  Unfortunately, when the opposite event (Hitler's
survival) is shown to lead just as inevitably to this war, it looks too
much like predicting the sun will rise.  True, in our world the Serbs have
the upper hand (last time I checked) and in "Ready for the Fatherland" the
Croats do, but ironically, the results are almost indistinguishable - a
country full of troops in a state of civil war.

   This may sound like a criticism of Turtledove.  It isn't. It's more a
commentary on the Balkans - *any* history will result in war.  (All roads
lead to Rome, and all timelines lead to Balkan wars.)  Turtledove
postulated a slightly different war.  Had he projected a glorious peace,
THEN I would be skeptical.  I don't know whether Turtledove intended it
this way, or whether it's merely serendipitous (a la MAROONED and THE CHINA
SYNDROME), but "Ready for the Fatherland" is a strong argument for the
inevitability of some historical trends, a vindication of the "Stream of
History" over the "Great Man" theory.  To paraphrase: The Moving Finger has
already future writ, / And has moved on: nor all your Piety nor Wit / Can
ever make it change a single line / Nor all your Tears alter a Word of it.

   WHAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN 3: ALTERNATE WARS is a worthy successor to WHAT
MIGHT HAVE BEEN 1: ALTERNATE EMPIRES and WHAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN 2: ALTERNATE
HEROES.  Though there are a few disappointing stories, there are enough
good ones to more than compensate, in particular the McDevitt, the Morrow,
the Anderson, and the Turtledove.  Add to this the inclusion of the
Churchill and the book becomes irresistible to alternate history fans and a
good choice even for those who are just looking for good, thought-provoking
reading.

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com
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Today's Topics:

	       Films - Beauty and the Beast & The Watchmen &
                       Star Trek (9 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 91 18:45:00 GMT
From: amanda@bukka.cs.unlv.edu (Amanda Miller)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: REVIEW: BEAUTY AND THE BEAST

			    BEAUTY AND THE BEAST
		       A film review by Amanda Miller

   Okay.  Here it is.  One of the best Disney flicks out in a while.  More
than comparable to THE LITTLE MERMAID.  The songs aren't quite as good, but
at least they stay more in tune with the original story, (unlike the happy
ending, sugary sweet version of Hans Christian Andersen's "The Littlest
Mermaid").  I must say my interest was captured and held so fast that I
didn't even notice the brats sitting next to me.  I give this movie a
sparkling five stars!

   The voice of Belle is played by the same girl from THE LITTLE MERMAID,
and the character much better shows her talents and reaches for singing and
acting.  Unlike Ariel, Belle is very intelligent, loves her father, and
would do anything for him.  She is also an avid bookworm, which I thought
was an excellent touch for Disney.  The Beast is unbelievably powerful, and
just rips your heart in two with his love.  Also, all of the "little"
servants are just about the cutest thing Disney has ever thought of, and I
must say that the candlestick is my favorite.

   Now for the best part.  The songs themselves aren't as good, but
remember the movies like PETE'S DRAGON and POLLYANNA where everybody danced
together through the city streets while singing?  Well, now that's in the
animation also.  They really do a good job with it, too.  And for you
computer buffs out there, Disney has finally made the switch to computer
animation in their movies!  The landscape scenes are in a form of 3-D, they
have the stuff in the foreground fuzzy as if it was filmed by a camara that
was focused on the things in the distance.  Now for the biggy about the
computer animation in it.  Have to go see it for yourself, but I will tell
you that they use texture-mapping digitized effects and entire objects that
is run off of the video toaster for the Amiga computer.  Cool, huh?

   Have to go see it!!!!!!!  It really is worth the six bucks!

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 91 03:31:38 GMT
From: edwang@leland.stanford.edu (Edward Chuang Wang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The WATCHMEN movie script 

(MAJOR SPOILERS at end of aritcle... if the movie is ever made)

I am currently in posession of a first draft of Sam Hamm's screenplay for
the WATCHMEN, absed on the graphic novel by Alan Moore and Dave Gibbons. It
is dated September 9, 1988.

First, a little history about the script and the movie. Terry Gilliam was
supposed to direct the WATCHMEN for Warner Brothers, but after the colossal
box office failure of Gilliam's The Adventures of Baron Munchausen, the
studio cancelled all plans for the expensive superhero movie. To make
matters worse, the producer of the WATCHMEN was supposed to be Joel Silver,
a man who has, to put it lightly, a reputation for blowing budgets out of
proportion. As of now, there are no plans to make the movie, unless the
success of The Fisher King can convince studios to trust Terry Gilliam with
a large scale, multi-dozen-million dollar production.

But really, I'm sure most of you want to know what's in the script...

THERE ARE MAJOR SPOILERS CONCERNING THE WATCHMEN SCRIPT TO FOLLOW.

Still, anyone who hasn't read the graphic novel probably wouldn't
understand what I'm talking about, anyway.

The major departure from the graphic novel is the portrayal of the
Watchmen's world as an alternate, parallel world to our own. The novel
hinted at this fact, but never actually said it. For instance, in this
world, America has won the Vietnam War, thanks to the presence of Dr.
Manhatten, who scared all of America's enemies into submission.

A new opening scene shows the Watchmen disgraced when they fail to prevent
terrorists from blowing up the Statue of Liberty. This is the incident that
leads to the outlawing of superheroes.

The rest of the general plot is pretty much the same, with all of the
subplots involving the old superheores (like Sally Jupiter).

However, the biggest change involves the ending. Instead of Adrian Veidt
triumphing and destroying half of NY City in the process, he is killed by
the Watchmen. Veidt has been trying to open a window into the past. Why? He
thinks that by killing Jon Osterman before the accident that transformed
him into Dr. Manhatten, Veidt can prevent the creation of Dr. Manhatten and
therefore change world history. You see, the existence of Dr. Manhatten has
seriously disrupted the world balance of power, and threatens to cause a
third world war. Veidt therefore tries to shoot Jon Osterman through the
window in time just as he becomes Dr. Manhatten. After killing Veidt,
though, Dr. Manhatten realizes that Veidt was correct in his theory, so the
big blue guy peels open the window and steps into the past just in time to
shield Jon Osterman from the blast which should have transformed him. With
that, Dr. Manhatten disappears. The Watchmen, who are watching all of this
in amazement through the window, are suddenly pitched into a vortex of time
and space, and they are deposited into an alternate present... OUR present.
More specifically, they find themselves in the middle of rush hour traffic
in downtown New York. As the wonder what will become of them, the movie
ends.

I don't know which ending I like more, the graphic novel or the script's.
We've been getting an awful lot of movies about time travel and changing
the past and alternate presents. You can make your own decision about the
matter.

ED 
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Date: 4 Dec 91 13:52:53 GMT
From: goldm@sage4a.its.rpi.edu (Mitchell E. Gold)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek Seven?

ghost@ra.nrl.navy.mil (G. Host) writes:
>Does anyone think that Shatner is the big draw to the Trek movies?  Of
>course someone in Hollywood land thinks so or he would not be given the
>number of shows (other than Trek) that he has.  I doubt it or in one
>manner or the other he would have appeared on the TNG.  Personally I think
>Shatner has worn out the Kirk character.

As I understand it, Shatner had a falling out over ST:TNG, since he was
previously promised a return to the series in the seventies, and then later
that when TNG started, it would start with the old cast and then move on to
the new era that it is in currently.

Of course this could just be fan-boy rumor, but it sounds reasonable.

Mitchell Gold
sundance@rpi.edu
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Date: 4 Dec 91 18:07:43 GMT
From: jawebb@hydra.unm.edu (James Webb)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek Seven?

ghost@ra.nrl.navy.mil (G. Host) writes:
>Does anyone think that Shatner is the big draw to the Trek movies?  Of
>course someone in Hollywood land thinks so or he would not be given the
>number of shows (other than Trek) that he has.  I doubt it or in one
>manner or the other he would have appeared on the TNG.  Personally I think
>Shatner has worn out the Kirk character.

   I don't think so. 

   First off, Shatner IS the Kirk character. No one else could ever do it
now. It would be not only an outrage, but no one would go to the movie.
Well, at least not twice. A replacement would be infinitely worse than
Robin Curtis replacing Kirstie Alley as Saavik. Any replacement could never
do. The the overacting, the speech patterns, etc. it's all Shatner.

   Secondly, the character is still under devolpment. Through the course of
the moveis we've seen Kirk change from the brash young captain to an older
more mature Kirk. A Kirk who has come to realize more and more about
himself and what is actually important to him. In one of the "Best of Trek"
books, there is an article "Walking on Water and Other Things That James
Kirk Can't Do" that very well describes the changes that JK goes through
during the movies. Shatner adapts well to the new style of Kirk each movie,
and hopefully in VI, he'll continue. He's not a great actor, but he IS
James T. Kirk.
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Date: 4 Dec 91 19:09:43 GMT
From: ghost@ra.nrl.navy.mil (G. Host)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek Seven?

jawebb@hydra.unm.edu (James Webb) writes:
>First off, Shatner IS the Kirk character. No one else could ever do it
>now. It would be not only an outrage, but no one would go to the movie.
>Well,

I never implied that the actor would be replaced; just that some of the
current crew could remain and James Kirk could retire or become head of
Starfleet Academy or wander to far into Romulan space and be shot out of a
torpedo tube, etc.

I think his role if any needs to be down played and some of the other
actors need to be given a larger part; they have been promising that since
Star Trek I and except for Chekov and Scotty (and STV was a negative for
Scotty) there has been little character development.

I was hoping for more than Kirk and Spock (and Bones) and their sidekicks.

Sulu for one has not had much of a spotlight at all; he was supposed to in
STIV but the kid was too timid for the camera.

Glenn Host
Senior Systems Analyst
NRL Code 5800
4555 Overlook Ave.
Washington, DC 20375
(202) 767-2046
ghost@ra.nrl.navy.mil
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Date: 4 Dec 91 20:25:25 GMT
From: clark@ice.csee.usf.edu (Matthew Clark)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek Seven?

If I may jump in.  Someone told me that Michael Dorn was quoted as saying
that their contracts for ST:TNG run out after the 92-92 season and that
Paramount has the option of either picking up the same cast for another
season, or moving that cast into the movie business, ala ST VII and bring
in a NEW cast for another generation for TV.  But don't quote me on this.

clark@galadriel.csee.usf.edu
clark@jupiter.csee.usf.edu  

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 91 20:15:57 GMT
From: lovell@ucunix.san.uc.edu (Matthew G. Lovell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Star Trek Five

SPOILERS ABOUT SFV

Just watched Star Trek V the other night on TV. Got my curiosity up enough
to find out what everybody was complaining about so I watched it.  (I've
never seen a Star Trek film before but I watch the ORIGINAL series a lot) I
really didn't think it was THAT bad. I mean the plot etc. was good enough
for me. The "God" possibility was a great idea. The only thing I really
thought was VERY STUPID was the ending of Bones, Spock, and Kirk suddenly
being around a campfire singing "Row,Row,Row your boat", of all things. The
last page must have fallen in the fire.

Matt

------------------------------

Date: Thu, 5 Dec 91 10:19:52 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SPOILER WARNING

****WARNING****

The following messages feature a discussion of "Star Trek: The Undiscovered
Country."  Some of the material and comments presented in this discussion
may give away key elements of the plot.  Those of you that have not yet
seen the movie, may want to skip these messages.

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu
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Date: 4 Dec 91 19:10:20 GMT
From: BMCRAW01@ulkyvm.bitnet ("Bruce M. Crawford")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Fate of James T. Kirk (SPOILERS)

SPOILERS!!! If you don't want to know, stop reading now! SPOILERS!!!

For those of you who can no longer wait, the word is in. James T. Kirk does
NOT die. In fact, at the end, his final log entry states how this is the
last cruise of the Enterprise under his command (the crew is due for
retirement), and that the ship and its mission will soon become the care of
a *new generation* who will continue "boldly going where no man...where no
ONE has gone before." So, it seems that they officially hand the reins to
the Next Generation, and this is indeed the finale for the original crew.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 91 21:46:17 GMT
From: gberigan@unlinfo.unl.edu (Life...)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SCDOWN

wetsel_r@wums2.wustl.edu writes:
>During the Unification part II (ST-TNG), ads were shown for ST-6 (TOS).
>Also in the TNG episode, Spock mentions that he must bear the consequences
>for his actions in "pushing" Kirk into the negotiations with the Klingons.

He also mentioned that it was the Khitomer conference.  Now if my memory
serves me right, this conference was the direct result of the Enterprise
NCC-1701-C being destroyed defending the planet from a Romulan attack (with
subsequent capture of Tasha Yar from a war-future by Romulans, and thus
facilitating Denise Crosby's new role in ST:TNG), and being the turning
point between war and peace between the Federation and the Klingon Empire.

So what ship is Kirk flying around in in those previews of ST6?  It looks
like NCC-1701-A, but she shouldn't still be around, what with the death of
the -C.  Or is this the as-yet-unseen -B, which again is being designed to
resemble the -@, brought back into service from the space museum after the
- -C's destruction?

Or was it N'rendra III, not Khitomer?  One was the turning point of peace
and war with the Klingons, and the other was the planet where Worf's father
was killed.  (The Klingon role in ST6 portrayed by Michael Dorn is not by
coincidence, reportedly.)

>Also, a number of PC-based-BBSes have the rumor curculating that there is
>to be a ST-7 (TOS) but as I said that's only a rumor.  Does anyone have
>anything more concrete concerning the possibility of ST-7?

If those involved get greedy enough, there might be a ST7.  I mean, if a
TNG character can die twice...

gberigan@unlinfo.unl.edu
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Date: 4 Dec 91 23:07:20 GMT
From: dave@gergo.tamu.edu (Dave Martin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek Seven? ** Presumed Possible Spoilers? **

ghost@ra.nrl.navy.mil (G. Host) writes:
>I hope this latest dispute means that Kirk is killed off (permanently) and
>Sulu can take command of the Enterprise (Spock would presumably have no
>interest in being the captain same as in II).  The reduced cost of stars
>would hopefully allow some other actors to appear.

From comments made on the Star Trek 25th Anniversary Special, Spock's lines
in Unification II (STTNG), lines from previous movies, and other comments
made by the cast in interviews, I would fathom the following guesses:

Since one of the characters mentioned in the special - Martia, is a
Cameliod (can change shapes), it is presumed that she is the one killed by
the Klingon disrupter shown in the commercial clips. Continuing on that
presumption, and based upon the words of the Klingon Ambassador at the
beginning of STIV:tVH ("There will be no peace as long as Kirk lives"), one
could guess that the Klingons believe that, in killing Martia -
shape-shifted as Kirk, they have killed Kirk.

From Spock's comments on his part in pushing Kirk into that mission, I
would assume that Spock does not mean to imply Kirk's death, but rather a
greater death for Kirk - he must be removed from service in Starfleet, i.e.
grounded.

Also from various clips, I would venture to guess that, after serving
fifteen to twenty years in Starfleet, Sulu will FINALLY get his own
Captaincy and ship. The time frame is based on the fifteen years that Khan
was "stranded" on Ceti Alpha Five. That Sulu gains the Enterprise in the
end is a high probability, especially considering George Takei's implied
hope for a seventh movie.

Spock obviously resigns from Starfleet due to his guilt over the
consequences of his actions, becoming a Federation Ambassador for Vulcan,
possibly replacing or planning to replace his father, Sarek. Whether there
will be a wedding forthcoming is hard to guess. I've been told that STTNG
takes place 70 years after the first 5-year mission. That places STII:tWoK
at 55 years before STTNG, with little information as yet as to the time
offset between STV:tFF & STVI:tUC. Since Picard mentions having gone to
Sarek's son's wedding, presuming the son in question is Spock, it is quite
probable that there will not be bells ringing for our Vulcan friend.

I will also venture a guess that Scotty will be assigned to help design a
"new generation" of starships (perhaps the Enterprise-B will be a result of
those efforts), based on his vast knowledge and the ease with which he
disabled the Excelsior (if I remember the ship correctly) in STIII:tSfS.
Chekov and Uhura will probably remain on the Enterprise under Sulu, perhaps
with Uhura being named as First Officer. McCoy will probably be given a
promotion due to his part in the whole Klingon peace mission.

Enough guesses for now. Any comments?

Dave Martin
DAVE@GERGO.TAMU.EDU
BROOKS@TAMVXOCN.BITNET
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End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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SF-LOVERS Digest           Tuesday, 17 Dec 1991       Volume 16 : Issue 458

Today's Topics:

	 Miscellaneous - Clarion West 1992 & Conventions (4 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

From: mcintyre@cpac.washington.edu
Date: Sun, 27 Oct 91 00:14:09 PDT
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Clarion West 1992
 
		       CLARION WEST WRITERS WORKSHOP
			   June 21-July 31, 1992
			    Seattle, Washington
 
Clarion West is an intensive six-week workshop for those preparing for
professional science fiction and fantasy writing careers. It is held
annually at Seattle Central Community College in Seattle, Washington.
 
                             INSTRUCTORS
 
NANCY KRESS is the author of a number of science fiction and fantasy 
stories and novels, including _An_Alien_Light_, _Brain_Rose_, and the 
forthcoming _Beggars_in_Spain_. She was awarded the Nebula Award in 
1985, and was nominated for the Hugo award in 1990. She teaches 
creative writing at the University of New York at Rochester.
 
JOHN SHIRLEY writes hard-edged science fiction and horror that combine 
political commitment and punk sensibility. His many novels include 
_Transmaniacon_, _City_Come_A-Walkin'_, and the trilogy _Eclipse_, 
_Eclipse_Penumbra_, and _Eclipse_Corona_.
 
PAT CADIGAN is the author of two novels, _Synners_ and _Mindplayers_, 
and of numerous short stories that combine science fiction and 
psychological horror. Her work has been nominated a number of times 
for the Nebula and Hugo Awards, and is frequently included in best-of-
the-year collections.
 
HOWARD WALDROP is the author of three novels, including _Them_Bones_ 
and _A_Dozen_Tough_Jobs_, and of many novellas and short stories. 
Termed "a national treasure" by Locus magazine, he's been awarded two 
Nebulas and the World Fantasy Award, and is frequently nominated for 
the Hugo.
 
GARDNER DOZOIS, writer, editor, and critic, has received widespread 
recognition in all three areas. A critically acclaimed writer for more 
than twenty years, he is also editor of Isaac Asimov's Science Fiction 
Magazine and of the major year's-best anthology. He is a recipient, 
both as writer and as editor, of the Hugo, Nebula, and Locus awards.
 
DAN SIMMONS is a writer of novels, screenplays, and short fiction; his 
work includes non-genre fiction as well as science fiction and horror. 
He has been nominated for numerous Nebula and Hugo awards, and is a 
multiple winner of the World Fantasy Award. His novel _Hyperion_ was 
awarded the Hugo in 1990.
 
                             APPLICATIONS
 
Approximately 20 students will be selected.
 
Submit 20 to 30 pages of original manuscript (one or two short 
stories, or a novel portion with outline), typed and double-spaced.
 
Enclose a $25.00 application fee, payable to Clarion West (non-
refundable; applicable to tuition if accepted).
 
Include a cover letter containing your background and reasons for 
wanting to attend Clarion West
 
Include your phone number and address for April, May, and June.
 
Send applications to:         
                             Clarion West
                     340 15th Ave. E., Suite 350
                           Seattle WA 98112
 
                         COSTS AND DEADLINES
 
Tuition is $995.00 until March 1, 1992.
 
Late applications will be considered until April 1, 1992, at a tuition 
of $1095.00.
 
Housing is available for approximately $700, not including meals.
 
Limited scholarships exist. Request scholarship form in advance and 
return it with your application.
 
Minority students are encouraged to apply.
 
Optional college credit available at additional cost.
 
Clarion West is a non-profit literary organization that is 
committed to equal opportunity.
 
                        ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
 
Write to Clarion West or call 206-322-9083.  
 
Note: Clarion West does not have an official on-line representative, 
but I'll be glad to answer what questions I can, or pass questions on 
to the Clarion West office.  
 
   Vonda N. McIntyre
   CompuServe: 72077,61
   GEnie: V.MCINTYRE1
   Internet: mcintyre@yang.cpac.washington.edu
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Date: 28 Nov 91 08:30:51 GMT
From: mcintyre@cpac.washington.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Potlatch 1992

			      P O T L A T C H
			    14-16 February 1991
 
			  University Plaza Hotel
				Seattle WA
 
Membership: $30
Banquet: $15
Room Rates: $62/single, $70/double.  
Reserve by 23 January 1991
1-800-343-7040
634-0100 (Seattle)
 
Mailing Address:
   P.O. Box 31848
   Seattle WA 98103
 
                       FROM THE CHAIR
              (Excerpt from Progress Report 2)
 
This conference is organized by people whose favorite activities include
discussing, writing, reading, and thinking about speculative literature,
and those will be the major activities at the conference.  -Kate Schaefer
 
               PROGRAMMING UNDER CONSIDERATION:
 
        Alternate Cultures
        Rewriting SF History
        Science Is Our Business
        Reality & Fantasy (ethics and enigmas)
        Reviewing: Threat or Menace
        The Best Writers You Never Heard Of
 
Potlatch will also include "Nanoprogramming" - a block of time for lunch
and/or discussion in small groups: Manuscript preparation, book promotion,
nonsexist writers, etc.  Suggestions welcome.
 
Marci Malinowycz is our Head of Programming; Jerry Kaufman is her second.
 
                         WORKSHOPS: 
 
TASTE OF CLARION: To give new writers a feel for the Clarion West writers
workshop (held in Seattle each summer).  Each small group (4-5 people) will
consist of two or three new writers and two professional writers.  The new
writers will send in stories beforehand.  Everyone in the group will read
the stories, then get together at the convention and discuss them.  Ideal
for people who have considered attending Clarion West but aren't sure what
they'd be getting in for.
 
RECOMBINATION WORKSHOPS: For people who have publication credits and/or
lots of workshop experience.  Get together with a group of your peers and
workshop stories (sent in advance so everyone has time to read them).  Get
feedback from new friends.  Can you organize your own Recombination
Workshop?  You bet.  I'll happily supply logistical support.
 
SCHMOOZING ABOUT WORKSHOPS: a party/meeting of people who are interested in
teaching, running, and the care and feeding of workshops in general.
 
There will be a charge for copying/mailing manuscripts, but it'll be as low
as I can manage.  Talk to me if this might be a hardship - we can work
something out. -Vonda N. McIntyre
 
                          THE HOTEL
 
The University Plaza, site of Corflu 5 and Janecon, in Seattle's University
(of Washington) district.  Just off Interstate 5.  The staff likes sf
conventions.  Suzanne V.  Tompkins is Hotel Liaison; she has immense
experience with hotels and sf conventions and organizes conferences
professionally.  I can attest to the friendliness of the hotel staff, as I
had to solicit their help to smuggle in a surprise four-tier rainbow
wedding cake for Jane Hawkins and Luke McGuff's wedding.  The manager
didn't blink an eye.
 
                         DEALERS ROOM
                              
Chris Bates is in charge, and is aiming for a small, quality dealers room
full of books.
  
                         CON SUITE
 
Those of us who have fond memories of Jane Hawkins' fabled Chocolate
Parties at the early Norwescons will be delighted to know that Jane (with
the able assistance of Lauri Miller and Stuart Klingman) is in charge of
the con suite.
 
"I swear there will be chocolate overkill" -Jane Hawkins.  
 
Also planned: mini-kegs from local microbreweries, James Tiptree Jr.
Memorial Award Benefit Bake Sale, TOYS, rubber stamps, Kathleen Alcala's
famous Mr Potato Head Table.
  
                    CLARION WEST AUCTION
 
Amazing stuff.  Autographed books, proofs, gift certificates, a
collaborative book bag with embroidery by Ursula K. Le Guin and bookbag
construction (teal canvas and aqua silk shantung) by Vonda N. McIntyre.
Margaret Organ-Kean is in charge.  She'll publish a catalogue of auction
items in PR3 (January).
  
Other questions?  
 
I can be reached at:
 
   72077l,61 (Compuserve)
   V.MCINTYRE1 (GEnie) 
   mcintyre@yang.cpac.washington.edu (Internet).
 
Vonda N. McIntyre

------------------------------

Date: 29 Nov 91 17:22:06 GMT
From: sfsoc@maths.tcd.ie
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: (Update 3) ANNOUNCING:: TrinCon 400, Dublin, Ireland, February 7 - 9, 1992

				TRINCON 400
			7th  -  9th  February  1992
			Trinity   College,   Dublin

                                Guests include

IAIN BANKS                     STEPHEN GALLAGHER          PETER MORWOOD
"The Bridge"                       "Chimera"            "The Horse Lord"
"The Wasp Factory"             "Valley of Lights"       "The Dragon Lord"
"Consider Phlebas"                   "Rain"             "Prince Ivan" 

GREG BEAR                        DAVID GARNETT            TERRY PRATCHETT
"Eon"                              Editor of          "The Colour of Magic"
"Blood Music"                    "Zenith" and         "Mort"
"Queen of Angels"                "New Worlds"         "Good Omens"

JOHN BRUNNER                      MARY GENTLE              DAVID PRINGLE
"Stand on Zanzibar"           "Golden Witchbreed"     Editor of "Interzone"
"The Shockwave Rider"           "Ancient Light"                            
"The Sheep Look Up"                                        

RAMSEY CAMPBELL                 KATHERINE KURTZ            NICHOLAS ROYLE
World Fantasy Award winner  The Deryni Chronicles 
"Incarnate"
"The Hungry Moon"

STORM CONSTANTINE               ANNE MCCAFFREY             BOB SHAW
"Hermetech"                     "Dragonflight"       "Orbitsville"
"Aleph"                    "The Renegades of Pern"   "One Million
                                                        Tomorrows" 

DIANE DUANE                      IAN MCDONALD              DAVID WINGROVE 
"Spock's World"                "Desolation Road"    "Trillion Year Spree"
"The Door Into Shadow"         "Out on Blue Six"    The "Chung Kuo"Series 
"So You Want To Be a Wizard"                        The Science Fiction
                                                       Source Book

                                    Also

                                HARRY HARRISON
                      "The Stainless Steel Rat" series
                                "West of Eden"
                          "Bill the Galactic Hero"
                           "Make Room, Make Room!"

Further visitors may include GEOFF RYMAN (The Unconquered Country, The
Child Garden) and JAMES WHITE (Sector General).

                  Further guests to be announced shortly.

IR #5 supporting                          IR #7 per day (at door)
IR #10 attending until Jan 1st            IR #15 attending after Jan 1st

Talks Signings LRP Real Guinness AD&D SF Theatre Trade Stands Tours
Hands-on UseNet/VR/MUD RQ Stoker/Dunsany/Swift Exhibition Comics Workshops
Paranoia Lasertag Largescreen Films Grand Dinner The Liffey Splatterball

				and much more.

Further details, residence rates, etc., contact:

The Secretary, TrinCon 400, Box 6, Regent House, Trinity College, Dublin 2,
Ireland.  Phone: +353 1 7021827 Fax: +353 1 778996
E-mail: sfsoc@maths.tcd.ie%pucc.princeton.edu

Also, e-mail for placement on TrinCon Mailing List to above address.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Dec 91 15:29:08 GMT
From: shiva@pro-smof.cts.com (System Smof)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Sercon 6

Sercon 6
January 17th-19th, 1992
Wyndham Austin At Southpark Hotel
Austin, Texas

Guest of Honor - Jonathan Carroll

Special Guest - Orson Scott Card

And: Jayge Carr, Scott A. Cupp, Bradley Denton, Carole Nelson Douglas,
George Alec Effinger, Thorarinn Gunnarsson, Barbara Hambly, Katharine
Eliska Kimbriel, Elizabeth Moon, Lewis Shiner, Bruce Sterling, and Howard
Waldrop.

Memberships are $30.00 through Dec. 31, 1991.
Hotel Accomodations: $62.00 Single/Double through Jan. 2 - call
800/433-2241 
Call American Airlines at 800/433-7300. Mention Star Account S0112PH for
40% off Coach or 5% off the best fare available.

For more information, contact:
Sercon 6, P.O. Box 9612, Austin, TX 78766 or call 512/835-9304 before 10pm
CT

Sponsored by the Fandom Association of Central Texas, Inc., a 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization.

You can also e-mail the con chair (Karen Meschke) at
meschke@pro-smof.cts.com

UUCP: crash!pro-smof!shiva
Internet: shiva@pro-smof.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 12 Dec 91 15:54:17 GMT
From: lmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com (Laurie Mann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-misc@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Boskone 29 * February 14-16 * Springfield, MA * Yolen/Lee/Langford/Mar

			  Boskone 29 Information

What:  The 29th Science Fiction Convention Organized by the
       New England Science Fiction Association.

When:  February 14-16. 1992 (President's Day Weekend)

Where: Springfield, MA (Springfield Marriott and Springfield Sheraton)

Our Guests

Jane Yolen is a master storyteller, author of The Books of Great Alta and
many other fantasy and children's books (Owl Moon received a Caldecott
Medal and The Devil's Arithmetic was a Newberry finalist).  She is the
creator of Commander Toad, past-president of SFWA, Nebula finalist, Skylark
winner, and all-around Real Nice Person.

Dave Langford is a British fan, Hugo-winning fan writer, fanzine publisher,
professional SF writer, and science writer.  He is also the author of The
Leaky Establishment, a distinguished evaluation of British nuclear research
practices.  This will be his second visit to the Boston area: he was TAFF
delegate to Noreascon Two in 1980.

Jody Lee is one of the finest young artists to appear in recent years.  Her
evocative paintings have appeared on the covers of numerous books,
including those by Jo Clayton and Mercedes Lackey.  Boskone 29 will be her
first convention as an honored guest.

Kathy Mar is our featured filk performer.  Hailing from California, she is
a songwriter and a singer, whose work has appeared on numerous filk tapes.

Events

This year's theme is the art and practice of storytelling.  We will explore
storytelling in its many forms: oral, written, and visual; fantasy, SF, and
fannish; serious and whimsical.  On Sunday night, we'll have another round
of last year's popular "Storytelling Around the Campfire." There will also
be several program items on the art of storytelling and how it relates to
SF and Fantasy.

The program will include discussions on SF and fantasy, art, science,
history, writing, fanzines, tossing zucchinis, conventions, and more.  Much
of the program is in the form of panel discussions, where a small number of
people discuss a topic.  We'll also have program items where a single
person talks on a subject, where two people debate the pros and cons of a
topic, or where the audience interacts.

Some of the program items planned are:

    World Building 104:  Destroying Worlds
    Science Headlines:  New Topics in the News
    Scratchboard and other artistic technique demos
    The Failure of SF to Predict the Fall of Communism
    A meeting of the Society for the Aesthetic Rearrangement of History
    The Dark Side of Whimsey (or, Whimsey at the Dawn of Time)
    1991:  The Year in Review:  Nominating for the Hugos
    Can SF Literature Exist in a Super-Hero Universe
    Shadow of the Torturer:  the Writer as God.

Other programming events include discussion groups, kaffeeklattsches
afternoon teas, lunch with an author or artist, autographing, DragonsLair
(children's programming) and writers' workshops.

Special events include a Saturday night banquet, an original play by Esther
Friesner, the Meet-the VIPs party, a wide variety of musical events, silent
movies, scavenger hunt, Regency Dance, Friday night's When Worlds Collide
2.1, and Sunday night's trip to the Student Prince, Thumper, Too.

Exhibits

Boskone's legendary art show features over 100 panels and items from large
oil paintings to small ink sketches; from personalized name badges to book
covers; from finely painted eggs to hand-woven rugs.  The hucksters' room
will also feature a variety of SF merchandise.

Other Activities

There will be a big con suite (BosCave) with British amenities in honor of
our Special Guest.  In addition to DragonsLair, Boskone offers babysitting
for its younger members.  There will also be club tables, Worldcon
information, and a host of other interesting things.

Membership Information

Memberships for the entire con cost $29 if bought before January 15, 1992.
Memberships are $40 at-the-door.  Daily memberships will be available
at-the-door only.  They cost $20 on Friday, $25 on Saturday, and $15 on
Sunday.

The cost of Babysitting and DragonsLair is included in the con membership,
so all children who use these services must be convention members.
Children under 12 who are with their parents at all times are considered
"kids-in-tow" and need not purchase memberships.

We do not refund a membership, however, you can transfer it to someone else
if you can't attend.

To purchase Boskone memberships, send $29 (checks, money orders,
MasterCard, or VISA all accepted) along with the name and address of each
registrant to:

   Boskone 29 Preregistration
   Box G
   MIT Branch PO
   Cambridge, MA  02139
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Today's Topics:

	      Films - Prospero's Books & Watchmen (2 msgs) &
                      Alien 3 (4 msgs) & Greystoke (2 msgs) &
                      Star Wars & Conan 3

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 91 19:40:16 GMT
From: leeper@cbnewsj.cb.att.com (mark.r.leeper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: PROSPERO'S BOOKS

			       PROSPERO'S BOOKS
		       A film review by Mark R. Leeper

      Capsule review:  Peter Greenaway's Christmas package for
   really jaded fans of fantasy or Shakespeare.  This film
   breaks a lot of rules, but it is still a marvelous and
   fascinating retelling of THE TEMPEST in visionary terms.  It
   may be one of the great fantasy films for just the right
   audience.  Rating: low +3 (-4 to +4).

   This has been a year for some unusually visual films.  We have seen a
man made from liquid metal in TERMINATOR 2.  We have seen a beautiful
animated fairy tale with BEAUTY AND THE BEAST.  But you haven't seen
anything like PROSPERO'S BOOKS.  Not this year.  Probably not any year.
Peter Greenaway retells the story of Shakespeare's TEMPEST.  Well, in a
manner of speaking, that is what Greenaway does.  It also, as the title
suggests is a tour of Prospero's books.  When the scholar and wizard
Prospero was ousted as the Duke of Milan and set adrift in a small boat, a
friend gave him his twenty-four magical books so that Prospero should not
die.  Shakespeare does not tell us what the twenty-four books are;
Greenaway walks us through the books and shows us the texture of the
medieval magic.

   Now Prospero knows that the air, the ground, and the sea are thick with
spirits.  Knowing his books, he is able to see the spirits.  Once we start
the books, we also see the spirits all around.  Spirits generally do not
wear clothing and because of the overwhelming number of spirits we see,
this film has the most nudity from the greatest number of angles of any
film that comes to mind.  At almost any given time humans are a tiny
minority in the midst of a host of spirits that surround us - at least to
the mind of Prospero.  And that is what Greenaway has filmed, thumbing his
nose at conventions of no or limited nudity.  There is a nearly constant
ballet of naked spirits of both sexes cavorting around and visually
overpowering all humans but Prospero.

   Nothing overpowers Prospero.  We do not know if the story is happening
entirely in Prospero's head or if Prospero has made himself an all-powerful
deity playing with mortals as a child might with dolls.  Like the child
playing, Prospero gives the voices to all his characters, occasionally with
the actor providing a shadow voice speaking in near-unison.  So while
Caliban speaks in gruff Gielgud, Miranda speaks in a dual voice of John
Gielgud and Isabel Pasco.

   Greenaway's script is almost as daring as his staging.  Yes, it does
tell the story of THE TEMPEST eventually, using Shakespeare's own lines.
But it also describes the great books of Prospero in Shakespearean prose, a
writing task the Bard never attempted.  Starting with the Book of Water,
whose pages were once colorful and are now faded from dampness, each new
book is a pleasure if not a total delight.  The Book of Mirrors is lined
with mirrors.  The Book of Architecture has pop-up buildings, some of which
become sets.  Prospero's whole world can be found in his books.  No wonder
he prized them over his dukedom!

   Greenaway's visual style overpowers his story after slowing it to a halt
as dancing and singing spirits get in the way of the plot.  The sets are
like fanciful intricate paintings with beautiful images.  Not content even
there, Greenaway overlays and composes images in mattes and multiple
exposures.  The film is made in high-definition video and takes full
advantage of the electronic effects that medium provides.

   For more than two hours the viewer is bombarded (with the accent on
"bard") with visual image after visual image after visual image (although
when he tires of the intellectual content he can take a few minutes of
vacation from it watching the naked bodies).  The film is challenging and
taxing at times.  It probably requires a good knowledge of the original
play.  Recognizing this limitation for United States audiences, Miramax has
provided an 8-1/2- by 11-inch cheat sheet card to tell us Yanks what the
plot of THE TEMPEST was.  I suppose it is a nice gesture, but I am
impressed by anyone who can so fast read and remember even this short
summary.  One rather wonders what Shakespeare would have made of the film.

   Greenaway has made yet one more film that will appeal to only a very
narrow range of tastes.  But as with his COOK, THE THIEF, HIS WIFE, AND HER
LOVER (and unlike THE DRAUGHTSMAN'S CONTRACT), I find myself in that
splinter.  This is a fantasy film that does a great deal that is new but
one I cannot recommend without strong reservations.  For those with my odd
tastes I rate it a low +3 on the -4 to +4 scale.

Mark R. Leeper
att!mtgzy!leeper
leeper@mtgzy.att.com

------------------------------

Date:    Thu, 5 Dec 1991 15:48:46 EST
From: STU_GLMCELHA@vax1.acs.jmu.edu (Lord Drizzan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Watchmen

I also have read bits and pieces of the Watchmen script.  UGH.  With a
scene of Dr. Manhattan being late for the meeting to stop the Statue of
Liberty terrorists and the Comedian saying, "Geez Manhattan, it isn't nice
to keep a lady waiting!"

Excuse me, is this the same Manhattan and Comedian that Alan Moore created?
More like the original versions of them, Captain Atom and the Peacemaker in
my opinion.  I almost wish the original characters had been used, it would
have been a MUCH better ending than the garbage that those characters are
going through now at DC.  Uuuggghhhh.

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 91 16:53:35 GMT
From: mapapanikola@amherst.edu ( )
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Watchmen

edwang@leland.stanford.edu (Edward Chuang Wang) writes:
> Well, someone else posted an article which basically lists the
> similarities between the script and the original graphic novel. (Sorry, I
> can't remember which article. 
>
> The major departure from the graphic novel is the portrayal of the
> Watchmen's world as an alternate, parallel world to our own. The novel
> hinted at this fact, but never actually said it. For instance, in this
> world, America has won the Vietnam War, thanks to the presence of Dr.
> Manhatten, who scared all of America's enemies into submission.
> 
> A new opening scene shows the Watchmen disgraced when they fail to
> prevent terrorists from blowing up the Statue of Liberty. This is the
> incident that leads to the outlawing of superheroes.
> 
> The rest of the general plot is pretty much the same, with all of the
> subplots involving the old superheores (like Sally Jupiter).
> 
> However, the biggest change involves the ending. Instead of Adrian Veidt
> triumphing and destroying half of NY City in the process, he is killed by
> the Watchmen. Veidt has been trying to open a window into the past. Why?
> He thinks that by killing Jon Osterman before the accident that
> transformed into Dr. Manhatten, Veidt can prevent the creation of Dr.
> Manhatten and therefore change world history. You see, the existence of
> Dr. Manhatten has seriously disrupted the world balance of power, and
> threatens to cause a third world war. Veidt therefore tries to shoot Jon
> Osterman through the window in time just as he becomes Dr. Manhatten.
> After killing Veidt, though, Dr. Manhatten realizes that Veidt was
> correct in his theory, so the big blue guy peels open the window and
> steps into the past just in time to shield Jon Osterman from the blast
> which should have transformed him. With that, Dr. Manhatten disappears.
> The Watchmen, who are watching all of this in amazement through the
> window, are suddenly pitched into a vortex of time and space, and they
> are deposited into an alternate present... OUR present. More
> specifically, they find themselves in the middle of rush hour traffic in
> downtown New York. As the wonder what will become of them, the movie
> ends.
> 
> I don't know which ending I like more, the graphic novel or the
> script's.  We've been getting an awful lot of movies about time travel
> and changing the past and alternate presents. You can make your own
> decision about the matter.

I think I liked the ending in the original story better.  As I recall,
Veidt asks Dr. Manhattan if he thought his plan would be successful, but
Dr. M.  just vanishes into thin air to let Veidt ponder his own actions.
Of course, if Veidt (the smartest man in the world) is even a little unsure
of himself, then we must surely wonder as well.  Except for the fact that
he had to torch New York, I always hoped that Veidt was wrong because it
would serve him right for being so arrogant and foolish in his plan to
"save" the world.

Matthew A. Papanikolas
Amherst College
Amherst, MA
mapapanikola@amherst.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Dec 91 13:47:43 GMT
From: starkid@ddsw1.mcs.com (Lance Sanders)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ALIEN 3 NEWS <<SPOILERS>>

>Newt and Hicks DIE in the crash.  Only Bishop, Ripley, and an Alien
>survives.  I am not sure HOW the alien got on the ship, but that is the
>story.

   When they did the rewrite, Newt should have survived. I think the
development of her character would have made for a superior sequel.

>  On the planet, which has a rather long name which I don't remember,
>there are 25 men who haven't seen a woman in 155 years.

   ??? Does the biology of the planet somehow influence longevity? Or are
these descendants of some original prisoners?

>  Basically, now the Ripley has lost everything she cares about, she goes
>nuts.

   This could be interesting. Talked about "hardened steel"!
   
> The video that was shown ran about 15 minutes and included the new
>theater trailer as well as interviews with Sigorney and the director,
>David Pincher.

   Do you remember any of her comments?

> Ripley does NOT die in this film.  It was originally filmed that way, but
>they decided to go back and reshoot the ending.

   Wise move. ;)

>This is also the reason for the film's release being pushed back to MAY
>1992.  There is also a working idea for ALIEN 4, which would involve the
>Aliens coming to Earth.  But that is way off now.

   I found a clipping dated 2/22/90, that said it had been planned for
Alien 3 and 4 to be filmed back-to-back like the two "Back to the Future"
sequels were. It also mentioned that David Twohy was to have been the
screenwriter for 3, with Renny "Diehard 2" Harlin directing. Vince Ward was
supposed to have been involved in Alien 4.

   What are some of Pincher's recent works?

   And thanks for the info, Mark.

Lance Sanders
(312) 667-5958
starkid@ddsw1.MCS.COM

------------------------------

wDate: 6 Dec 91 21:36:48 GMT
From: edwang@leland.stanford.edu (Edward Chuang Wang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ALIEN 3 NEWS (no spoilers, just hard news) a reply and comments

starkid@ddsw1.MCS.COM (Lance Sanders) writes:
>>This is also the reason for the [ALIEN 3's] release being pushed back to
>>MAY 1992.  There is also a working idea for ALIEN 4, which would involve
>>the Aliens coming to Earth.  But that is way off now.
>
>   I found a clipping dated 2/22/90, that said it had been planned for
>Alien 3 and 4 to be filmed back-to-back like the two "Back to the Future"
>sequels were. It also mentioned that David Twohy was to have been the
>screenwriter for 3, with Renny "Diehard 2" Harlin directing. Vince Ward
>was supposed to have been involved in Alien 4.
>
>   What are some of Pincher's recent works?

First, the director's name is David Fincher, and if I'm not mistaken, this
is his first major movie. (Ominous, but not totally hopeless. After all
every director's has to have his first movie.)

Renny Harlin was supposed to direct Alien 3, but he quit. In fact, he was
the first in a succession of director's who were hired and fired or quit.

The final screenwriting credit goes to Walter Hill and David Giler, an
possibly John Fasano. I believe David Twohy's script, like William
Gibson's, was a completely different story which was rejected.

The movie comes out on May 22, 1992, and stars Sigourney Weaver, Charles
Dance, and Lance Henriksen.

This is all I know about the making of the movie. I've posted spoilers on
the William Gibson and final story scripts earlier, so if you're interested
in the plot itself, look for those articles.

Otherwise: does anyone know who's doing the visual effects? I'm pretty sure
H.R. Giger is designing the new four-legged warrior alien and the baby
queen alien, but I'm not sure about much more of the production.

Ed

------------------------------

Date: 7 Dec 91 19:35:21 GMT
From: edwang@leland.stanford.edu (Edward Chuang Wang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ALIEN 3 NEWS (no spoilers, just hard news) a reply and comments

Minor spoiler ahead:

Apparently, the alien parasite impregnates a COW (or ox), and the alien
that comes out has four legs. Don't ask me how. I didn't think the aliens
took the physical characteristics of their host, either. But somehow the
writers must have thought it was a neat gag to have a four-legged alien,
so...

Ed

------------------------------

Date: 10 Dec 91 00:58:46 GMT
From: uswnvg!rchrist@uunet.uu.net (Ron Christian)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ALIEN 3 NEWS <<SPOILERS!>>

I don't know if this is a spoiler, but anyway:

dlk0ms9s@umiami.ir.miami.edu writes:
>...the ship crash lands on an old Mining/Prison planet...

This doesn't agree with the trailer I saw with Naked Gun 2 1/2.  It said
something like:

   "In nineteen seventy <whatever>, we said in space no one could
   hear you scream.  Now, in nineteen ninety two, on Earth, everyone
   can hear you scream."

On Earth.  I remember that part very clearly.

That night we saw the short trailers for Addams Family, Hook, STVI, and
Alien^3.  (Although I didn't notice it as "alien cubed" until I saw the
longer trailer yesterday.)  It all sticks in my mind because it is unusual
to see four trailers in a row, all for movies I want to see.

Could it be that the plot was changed this dramatically after the first
trailer came out?

Ron
uunet!uswnvg!rchrist 
uswnvg!rchrist@uunet.uu.net

------------------------------

Date: 7 Dec 91 21:31:39 GMT
From: rcampb@cac.washington.edu (Russ Campbell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Greystoke

Anyone heard anything about a second Greystoke film?  I heard quite a while
ago that there was some possibility of a second film with Lambert,
MacDowell, and the chap that played D'Arnot to do with the Greystoke Estate
being in trouble and D'Arnot sets off to find the Lord of the Apes to tell
him of the problems and bring him back again to help Jane straighten things
out.  At the time I heard this the same writer, producer, director, et al.
were also to be involved.  IMHO Greystoke was the best adaptation of any of
E.R. Burroughs works ever done as a film.  Supposedly the same people that
put it together are planning to do The Princess of Mars sometime soon but
it's been a long time since I heard any news on the project.

Russell D. Campbell
UW in Seattle
(206)543-0846
rcampb@cac.washington.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Dec 91 00:04:20 GMT
From: dancer@ccwf.cc.utexas.edu (Donn Chambers)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Greystoke

rcampb@cac.washington.edu (Russ Campbell) writes:
>the time I heard this the same writer, producer, director, et al. were
>also to be involved.  IMHO Greystoke was the best adaptation of any of
>E.R.  Burroughs works ever done as a film.  Supposedly the same people
>that put it together are planning to do The Princess of Mars sometime soon
>but it's been a long time since I heard any news on the project.

I doubt that Robert Towne (the man who wrote the first half of the
screenplay, the part that WAS faithful to ERB's original story) would want
anything to do with the director who totally rewrote the second half
because he wanted more of it to be filmed in England (read the essay in the
book Harlan Ellison's Watching for the gruesome details.)  From what Mr.
Ellison said, the second half of Towne's script (which we never saw) was
VERY good.

Personally, if it is the same director, I don't think I would go to see it.

Donn

------------------------------

Date: 7 Dec 91 17:01:43 GMT
From: KAT2@psuvm.psu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: NEW Star Wars I Film

Alright, would someone please confirm, deny, or add to the following
information: The filming of the new Star Wars movie will begin early this
summer.  The new movie will be the FIRST chapter in the Star Wars saga
(dealing with the clone wars I assume) and take approximately 5 years to
make.

------------------------------

Date: 16 Dec 91 20:42:04 GMT
From: rcampb@elvis.cac.washington.edu (Russ Campbell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: CONAN III news

Just found this tidbit in the local comic shop.  Charles Edward Pogue is
apparently doing the script.  Anybody know who he is?  What else has he
done?  Can he be relied on to turn out a decent script?  Anybody know any
other news (not rumour, real news) about the project?

Russell D. Campbell
UW in Seattle
(206)543-0846
rcampb@cac.washington.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		   Films - Star Trek VI Reviews (5 msgs)
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Date: 10 Dec 91 19:53:59 GMT
From: leeper@cbnewsj.cb.att.com (mark.r.leeper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: STAR TREK VI: THE UNDISCOVERED COUNTRY

		  STAR TREK VI: THE UNDISCOVERED COUNTRY
		      A film review by Mark R. Leeper

	  Capsule review:  This is a farewell to the original crew
     in a minor political thriller about Klingon perestroika and
     the old-line Cold Warriors who do not want to accept change.
     True fans of STAR TREK will be amazed at how closely the fall
     of the Soviet Union predicted what was going to happen in
     STAR TREK VI.  Not the best of the series, but it is
     entertaining.  Rating: +1 (-4 to +4).

   Dearly beloved, we are gathered for the final adventure of the original
crew of the starship Enterprise.  The remote control has been passed to a
new generation who are less and less interested in seeing swash-buckling
heroes the age of their grandparents.  And if the truth be known, Captain
Kirk, Scotty, and Uhura are all sporting spare tires around the middle
these days.  Bones looks old.  Spock seems to be ageing the best of the
original crew and comes the closest to still being dashing.  I guess on at
least some level that is not surprising.  We always knew there was
something very different about Spock and it just sort of rubbed off on
Leonard Nimoy.

   So what sort of adventure is the final outing?  The title implies that
the plot in a major way involves "death-the undiscover'd country, from
whose bourn no traveller returns," an allusion to the "To be or not to be"
speech from Act III, Scene 1 of HAMLET.  So did the filmmakers have the
courage to kill off someone we loved and make that death meaningful, or did
they find some way to cop out?  Well, that would be telling!  In any case,
the main story is an end-of-the-Cold-War thriller, much like THE PACKAGE
but reset in the "Star Trek" universe.

   When the film opens, a Klingon Chernobyl incident has convinced the evil
empire that the time has come for perestroika.  On each side there are
hard-liners who still live with the paranoia of the past, and new-liners
who want to see a reconciliation and a new universe order.  One Federation
hard-liner is that crusty old Cold Warrior, Captain James Kirk (played
somewhat against type by William Shatner).  One of the new-liners is an old
associate of his, Commander Spock (played this time around by Leonard
Nimoy).  The plot then proceeds to set up a fairly intriguing mystery and
puzzle.  An incident occurs that seems totally inexplicable.  Kirk is
framed to appear to have sabotaged the peace.  This is the high point of
the film.  Unfortunately, the mystery's solution is very unconvincing.  It
is nearly as bad as the strategy puzzle in STAR TREK II: THE WRATH OF KHAN.
That one was solved by the scriptwriter saying, "Oh, didn't you know?  The
Enterprise has the power to shut down the shields on other federation
ships!"  The solution to the puzzle here is not as bad as that of the WRATH
OF KHAN problem, but it is bad.  I will explain why in a spoiler after the
review.

   Other touches were irritating, like repeated allusions to both
Shakespeare and Sherlock Holmes.  It is a strange and unlikely touch that
Klingons revere William Shakespeare and even claim him as a Klingon.

   With the exception of one violent scene in zero gravity the special
effects are not particularly new or creative, though many of the exteriors
in space are still quite beautiful.  Occasionally narrow-angle shots were
used when showing a new locale on a planet.  This was probably to save on
the creation of sets since less would be within the range of the camera,
but it is a stark contrast to earlier chapters.

   Two problems in casting were minor problems.  The first was an
unaccountable resemblance between the Klingon David Warner played in STAR
TREK VI and the kidnapped diplomat he played in STAR TREK V.  Also,
Christian Slater plays the kid who has won a contest and got to play in a
scene of a real "Star Trek" movie.  He has one brief, no-talent-needed
scene.

   All told, this is a minor thriller and a just okay entry in the series.
I give it a +1 on the -4 to +4 scale.

				**SPOILER**

   Spoiler: For two reasons I think that the solution to the mystery
torpedo problem is bad.  First, it assumes a new piece of technology to
come along at a perfect but unlikely moment.  That is possible but it seems
a plot contrivance.  What bothers me more is the geometry of the situation.
A photon torpedo travels in a straight line.  If that line does not
intersect your torpedo tubes, it was not your torpedo.  It would be hard to
position another torpedo tube so the trajectory could be close enough to
fool the bridge.  Ideally the attackers would want to be in front of your
torpedo tubes, but they could not because of the instantaneous loss of
cloaking.  They would have to position themselves so that their torpedo
would fly in just the right plane.  Even then, if the trajectory was
observed from elsewhere on the Enterprise, the jig would have been up.  If
the victim ship were watching the Enterprise, they would have seen an
impossible torpedo trajectory and also, for an instant, the ship that was
firing on them.

   Question: if a shape-changer wanted to prove she was a shape changer,
wouldn't she just change her shape?  Evelyn asked this one.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Dec 91 19:09:32 GMT
From: randall@informix.com (Randall Rhea)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: REVIEW: STAR TREK VI: THE UNDISCOVERED COUNTRY

		  STAR TREK VI: THE UNDISCOVERED COUNTRY
		       A film review by Randall Rhea

   The latest (and perhaps the last?) chapter in the Star Trek saga stars
the usual crew of the Starship Enterprise, along with a notable performance
by Christopher Plummer as a Klingon war general, and even a cameo
appearance by Christian Slater as a starship crewman.  Of all the Star Trek
films, this one is the most like a plot from the 1960's television series,
and will probably be the most interesting and exciting of the six films to
"Trekkies" and the general public.

   With the recent collapse of the Soviet Union, the topic of the film is
very timely.  Due to the upcoming destruction of their own planet due to
environmental mismanagement, the hated Klingon empire decides to make peace
overtures to the Federation.  Thanks to the naive instigation of Spock,
Captain Kirk is sent on a diplomatic mission to escort the Klingon
chancellor to a peace conference.  The story then unfolds like a Sherlock
Holmes murder mystery (Holmes is quoted by Spock during the film) as a plot
to sabotage the peace process is uncovered by Spock, Scotty, and the usual
crew.

   The special effects are spectacular as usual, but they are not as
important to the film as the interaction of the characters or the message
of the story.  The acting is superb throughout; this is probably Shatner's
best and most believable performance ever, and although they may be getting
a bit old, the rest of the crew's performances are fresh and lively.  The
screenplay is very well done, and it is spiced with intriguing philosophy
and humor, particularly when the Kingons and humans conflict in an expected
clash of cultures.  ("You haven't read Shakespeare until you've read it in
the original Klingon language.")

   I found myself enjoying the film and getting quite wrapped up in it;
unfortunately, it ends rather abruptly and expectedly.  It was as if
someone said, "Well, we've got to get this move finished by Christmas, so
we'd better wrap it up now."  After such a good buildup, the ending was a
bit disappointing because is was not as well thought-out as the rest of the
film.

   I do, however, highly recommend this enjoyable and intriguing film.  I
recommend seeing it at a 70mm theater with a good sound system, as the
special effects are more exciting.

   Rating: ***1/2 (highest rating: ****)
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Date: 11 Dec 91 19:08:48 GMT
From: Sarah_M._Elkins.Wbst139@xerox.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: REVIEW: STAR TREK VI: THE UNDISCOVERED COUNTRY

		  STAR TREK VI: THE UNDISCOVERED COUNTRY
		     A film review by Sarah M. Elkins

STVI: science fiction adventure, building on previous Star Trek adventures.

Plot kickoff: The Federation and the Klingon Empire try to have a peace
conference.

Characters/acting: Not much new here, except I really liked Kim Cattrall as
the new Vulcan, Valeris (violates the naming convention, hmmm).  Good
Vulcan.  I also liked McCoy better than in the last couple of movies.  I
would have liked to see more of Captain Sulu.  The humor wasn't as
stupid/out of character as in STAR TREK V: THE FINAL FRONTIER.  However,
next to the Shakespeare-quoting Klingons; the humans seemed pathetically
ignorant of Klingons and ethnocentric to boot.  Look quick for
Communications Officer Janice Rand.

Cinematography/FX: Good space battles (nothing new), other FX are better
and newer, especially the null-G blood.

Score/Sound: rehash of other ST themes.

Violence/language: null-G blood, mostly Klingon.  Some shootings, and a
couple of handfights.  Some curses, not all that much.

Skin/situations: a kiss.

Analysis: People who haven't watched much Star Trek in the past may not
pick up on the flaws (see below), so they may like it better than many
regular fans.  Regular fans may like it because it's not as bad as STAR
TREK V was.  Overall mildly enjoyable, some pretty good moments, but
annoying in other spots.  My order of fanship of ST movies: 2, 4, 3, 1, 6,
5. On some days I might put 6 ahead of 1.

SPOILERS

Complaints: characters acting in ways they wouldn't have, saying things
they wouldn't have, doing things they wouldn't have.  Too numerous to list.
Massive insubordination, some in front of junior officers, some for no
reason other than personal whim.  Court martial these sorry excuses for
Starfleet officers.  Why didn't they just beam the gravity boots into
space?  Yet another conspiracy.  Getting old, especially to TNG watchers.
Pretty predictable.  Would Federation officers really be dopey enough to
conspire with Klingons on assassination attempts?  Non-working Universal
Translator.  Kitchen.  Unrealistic last 10 minutes - come on, would the
conference delegates really have believed Kirk etc., busting in like that?
All shiny happy people?  I don't think so.  And what did Kirk mean, "And
you have restored my son's [faith]?"  Howzzat?  Lack of adherence to IDIC
(speciesist/ethnocentric).
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Date: 11 Dec 91 18:52:47 GMT
From: dlk0ms9s@umiami.ir.miami.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: REVIEW: STAR TREK VI: THE UNDISCOVERED COUNTRY

		  STAR TREK VI: THE UNDISCOVERED COUNTRY
		       A film review by Mark Santora

   Okay, so the last(?) Star Trek film has opened.  Well to start off with
something like, it's better than TREK V would be kind of be like saying
TREK II was better than I.  Anyway, it opens, and deserves to open big.

   We start approximately three years after TREK V, or at least three years
since Sulu took over command of the Excelsior.  Anyway, a Klingon moon
explodes and this sets the stage for the Klingons coming to the Federation
for help, and peace.  Then Spock volunteers the Enterprise and Kirk to go
to meet the Klingons.  However, when the Klingon ship is attacked, Kirk is
blamed.  Bones and Kirk beam over to help the wounded and are accused of
killing the Klingon Diplomat.

   Plot-wise, the story moves quickly in TREK VI.  This I give credit to
the wise mind of Nicholas Meyer.  Meyer has had his hand in the two biggest
successes in the TREK movie series (II and IV).  His direction is obviously
geared toward the intensity of the scenes.  He also manages to capture a
little of the claustrophobic feel that space and the Enterprise has.

   The sets, even the redressed Next Generation ones, are quite good.
There is one I must take issue with, however.  The design of the Klingon
"Hoth" planet prison.  I found it very human.  It lacked any of the feel
that would be associated with the Klingon Empire that we have seen before.
I would also like to take this time to make point with the fact that I
found the time spent on the planet too short.  It in fact just managed to
get by.  There was not a lot of time associating it to any real prison.

   Michael Dorn in TREK VI is wasted.  He is on the screen for a matter of
minutes.  It is not that his character was bad.  It was just that all of
the sudden he was there.  There is no background for WHY he is there.  I
guess it was left on the cutting room floor.

   The special effects, which I took heavy issue with in TREK V, are
top-notch ILM effects.  There are the standard effects, including a great
one of the Enterprise getting whipped by a photon torpedo.  But there are
also some great shots when some imitation Federation Marines go around
killing Klingons and their floating blood, which by the way is
computer-generated.

   The Music: No film review would be complete without a quick listen to
the music.  Anyway, the music by Cliff Eidelman is very good.  It takes off
in a new direction from the previous scores by Jerry Goldsmith, James
Horner, and Leonard Rosenman.  Remember that it was Meyer who brought on
Horner who composed, I believe, my favorite music from the STAR TREK series
(II and III).  My only problem with the score for TREK VI, was the fact
that the traditional fanfare that is *always* before the opening of the
films was curiously absent.  The score would have been greatly enhanced by
the use of it.

   Overall, I find STAR TREK VI: THE UNDISCOVERED COUNTRY to be a worthy of
the fandom that Star Trek has created over the years.  While I find it to
be lacking sometimes, all films do.  This is not the best of the series -
see STAR TREK II for that, this is high up there.  And to paraphrase one of
my favorite quotes from another Trek film, "...they'll never be gone, as
long as we remember them."

For Gene Roddenberry
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Date: 11 Dec 91 19:01:06 GMT
From: rsnappy@hydra.unm.edu (Roger Rubio)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: REVIEW: STAR TREK VI: THE UNDISCOVERED COUNTRY

		  STAR TREK VI: THE UNDISCOVERED COUNTRY
		       A film review by Roger Rubio

Starring William Shatner, Leonard Nimoy, DeForest Kelley, James Doohan,
   Nichelle Nichols, Walter Koenig, and George Takei
Also Starring Kim Catrall, Christopher Plummer, Michael Dorn, and
   David Warner
Directed by Nicholas Meyer

   I'm glad I waited.  STAR TREK VI does not disappoint its fans.  This
supposedly last installment of the STAR TREK movies is a worthy ending to
the saga that is STAR TREK.  And although it is not better than STAR TREK
II (my personal favorite), among all six I would rate it as the second best
in the series.

   STVI (or, as I like to call it, the apology for STAR TREK V) is a
effective blending of elements of episodes from the old STAR TREK and
elements which have made the movie series so successful: adventure,
sensationalism, humor, a good plot, and an overall good time.  It is also a
huge metaphor for what is going on the world today.  Anyone who goes to see
this movie can quite easily recognize which character represents who in
today's world.  Captain Kirk and General Chang (played by Christopher
Plummer) can be construed as the hard-liners, while Captain Spock and
Chancellor Gorkon (played by David Warner) could be seen as Reagan and
Gorbachev.  There are a lot of parallels in this movie towards the Soviets,
and it makes me think that they couldn't think of a good plotline, so they
used what's happening in the world today.  But don't let that phase you -
it's still a good movie.  In this movie as in today's world, there are
those who would lose by peace, and would do almost anything to protect the
prospect of imminent war.  But despite the hidden message and likeness to
today's goings-on, this movie is still a romp through space, where we meet
and see all kinds of races and places.

   But back to the "blending" part.  I won't tell you exactly what goes on,
but I can tell you there are elements in this film from old STAR TREK
episodes like "Whom the Gods Destroy" and "Court-Martial," and things from
the previous movies, like Meyer as a director (he directed STII, for those
of you who don't know); ILM doing the special effects (not those
cut-and-paste effects of STV), which where damn good, as always; Leonard
Nimoy as a writer; and other than the technical aspects, the basic (and not
fabricated and abused) spirit of the STAR TREK series.

   The only thing I was apprehensive about was the addition of Kim Catrall
as Lt. Valeris.  But she does a pretty good job, and was, in my opinion,
fairly convincing.  Christopher Plummer and David Warner have established
themselves too solidly as human actors instead of alien actors, so I didn't
really see them as Klingons, but they still manage to do a good job acting
like them.  There's even a surprise cameo, but I won't tell you who it is
of course.  As for the rest of the crew, they all did a fine job (now that
they had a solid script).

   All in all, if you like STAR TREK, go see this movie.  You'll have a
good time, and most of all, you won't be disappointed.
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Today's Topics:

	   Books - Banks (8 msgs) & Benford & Eddings (2 msgs) &
                   Friedman & Gentle & Perry Rhodan (2 msgs) &
                   Book News & Cyberpunk Books & Psych through SF

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 12 Dec 91 19:23:47 GMT
From: HEROY%LSUVM@ricevm1.rice.edu (Paul Heroy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Consider Phlebas

I'm 60% of the way through Consider Phlebas, by Iain M. Banks (who writes
mainstream fiction as Iain Banks), and it's a blast. Terrific adventure SF,
set in a huge, technologically advanced universe full of Neat Stuff. The
setting is commonly referred to as the Culture universe, but the Culture is
definitely not the only society around, nor does it even comprise all of
human society, though it is the biggest and most powerful segment. The pace
of the book is very quick, but not confusing in its movement, the
characters feel real, and there are some good humorous scenes (as a
previous poster mentioned, there's a droid that's pretty hilarious). Banks
is British, but the writing rarely shows it, and not in any ways that might
put off American readers. This is one of those books that shows what an
American bias the major awards have - it's at least Hugo- and
Nebula-nominee caliber. (Well, ok, so it's hard for WSFA members to
nominate a book for the Hugo when a huge percentage have no access to it -
CP was published in 1987 in the UK, but not until 1991 in the US.)

There's a second book set in the Culture universe, The Player of Games,
(which I'll probably dive into as soon as I'm done with CP) and a third due
next year (which has been published in the UK already) called Use of
Weapons. All from Bantam Spectra.

Paul Heroy
heroy@lsuvm.sncc.lsu.edu
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Date: 13 Dec 91 07:56:22 GMT
From: deckard@cats.ucsc.edu (calliper nosebleed)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Consider Phlebas

HEROY%LSUVM@RICEVM1.RICE.EDU (Paul Heroy) writes:
>I'm 60% of the way through Consider Phlebas, by Iain M. Banks (who writes
>mainstream fiction as Iain Banks), and it's a blast. Terrific adventure
>SF,
>
>There's a second book set in the Culture universe, The Player of Games,
>(which I'll probably dive into as soon as I'm done with CP) and a third
>due next year (which has been published in the UK already) called Use of
>Weapons. All from Bantam Spectra.

Actually, The Player of Games is from Harper books. Consider Phelbas is
Bank's first mainstream sf book, though his novel The Bridge (also from
Harper) was listed as one of the 100 best fantasy novels.

I liked The Player of Games better than Consider Phelbas, but I too am
anxiously awaiting Use of Weapons.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Dec 91 09:19:47 GMT
From: cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Consider Phlebas

deckard@cats.ucsc.edu (calliper nosebleed) writes:
>HEROY%LSUVM@RICEVM1.RICE.EDU (Paul Heroy) writes:
>>I'm 60% of the way through Consider Phlebas, by Iain M. Banks (who writes
>>mainstream fiction as Iain Banks), and it's a blast. Terrific adventure
>>SF,
>
>I liked The Player of Games better than Consider Phelbas, but I too am
>anxiously awaiting Use of Weapons.

_Use of Weapons_ is actually the first book Banks wrote in the Culture
universe (reprinted with the success of his later novels) and is said to be
inferior.  Alas.

_Player of Games_ is awesome.

------------------------------

From: Petri.Wessman@hut.fi (Petri Wessman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Consider Phlebas
Date: 13 Dec 91 13:32:51 GMT

HEROY%LSUVM@RICEVM1.RICE.EDU (Paul Heroy) said:

> There's a second book set in the Culture universe, The Player of Games,
> (which I'll probably dive into as soon as I'm done with CP) and a third
> due next year (which has been published in the UK already) called Use of
> Weapons. All from Bantam Spectra.

Both great, especially "Use of Weapons" (best of the three Culture books,
IMHO). I'm reading his non-sf books at the moment, "The Wasp Factory" is
weird, disturbing and good, "Walking on Glass" is funny, strange and good
:-), can't say anything definite yet about "Canal Dreams". Great writer!

Petri Wessman
Helsinki University of Technology
Finland
Petri.Wessman@hut.fi
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Date: 13 Dec 91 16:29:31 GMT
From: areid@dcs.glasgow.ac.uk (Alastair Reid)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Consider Phlebas

HEROY%LSUVM@RICEVM1.RICE.EDU (Paul Heroy) writes:
>I'm 60% of the way through Consider Phlebas, by Iain M. Banks (who writes
>mainstream fiction as Iain Banks), and [... enthusiastic comments deleted
>...]

Strange, I wasn't much taken by CP, partly because the story is a bit silly
when it comes down to it although I'd agree there are some real neat
scenes.

You've got to read the other Culture books though:

I've been buying Banks in hardback since "The State of The Art" (a Culture
novella published first in the US (can anyone out there supply the
publisher name? Mark Zwiekel or something?); later published in the UK with
a dozen or so short stories bundled in with it). TSoTA leaves CP far
behind: The Culture has just discovered Earth and is sending operatives
down to study it. This provides Banks with a chance to make loads of
comments about 1977 Earth - usually in the form of comparisions with the
Culture. Brilliant stuff!

(Btw the US publication has a nicer appearance than the UK one but the UK
one has the short stories. Just buy both!)

"The Player of Games" (which Paul mentioned) is a full length novel.
"Contact" (the "boldly go and find out about/ guide new civilisations" part
of The Culture) has come across some f***ed up Empire that is modelled on a
popular game "Azad" (which, itself, is modelled on the Empire's culture).
Every four years, power is decided by a massive Azad tournament - the
winner becomes Emperor (a bit like the old Chinese exam system for the
civil service?). Anyway, there's this game player Gurgeh who's a bit fed up
with what he's doing and is persuaded by "Special Circumstances" (the dirty
tricks part of Contact) to go in there and take part in the tournament. The
game is fascinating - I want to know more about it; I want to play it, the
characters are interesting/ realistic/ etc., interesting comparisions
between the Culture and the Empire, etc. Go out and read it!

"Use of Weapons" (also mentioned by Paul) is about one of the operatives
used by Special Circumstances. Zakalwe is a General/Field Marshall sent in
to wars to make sure that "the right side" wins.  Unfortunately, Zakalwe is
a seriously f***ed up guy - the climax of the book is in the last chapter
where you find out what happened to him in his youth that left him so
screwed up. Brilliant book! Order it now from across the Atlantic!

There's also a whole load of great "mainstream" stuff: "The Wasp Factory",
"Walking on Glass", "The Bridge", "Espedair Street" and "Canal Dreams" 
but I'll leave that for now.

As you might gather, I really like Banks's stuff. Pretty fortunate really
since he is Guest of Honour at Scone (Unicon 13, 7-9 August 1992, Glasgow.
12 pounds attending membership (until 31/12/91)) which I'm helping
organise.

Alastair Reid
Computing Science Department
Glasgow University
Scotland
areid@dcs.glasgow.ac.uk
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Date: 13 Dec 91 22:17:48 GMT
From: write@eff.org (Glen Cox)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Iain (M.) Banks

The U.S. publisher of THE STATE OF THE ART is Mark Ziesing, P.O. Box 76,
Shingletown, CA 96088, (916) 474-1580.  Ziesing's also published Lucius
Shepard (THE SCALEHUNTER'S BEAUTIFUL DAUGHTER), Howard Waldrop (A DOZEN
TOUGH JOBS), Joe Lansdale (BY BIZARRE HANDS), Philip K. Dick (THE MAN WHOSE
TEETH WERE ALL EXACTLY ALIKE, THE DARK-HAIRED GIRL), and Gardner Dozois
(SLOW DANCING THROUGH TIME), to name a few.  Highly recommended.

Glen E. Cox
write@eff.org

------------------------------

Date: 15 Dec 91 08:03:51 GMT
From: chorn@pomona.claremont.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Consider Phlebas

Does the story have any relation to T.S. Eliot's "The Waste Land," or did
he just think it would be a nifty title?

Carl Horn

------------------------------

Date: 15 Dec 91 12:01:28 GMT
From: abl@cybill.inesc.pt (Antonio Leal)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Consider Phlebas

chorn@pomona.claremont.edu writes:
> Does the story have any relation to T.S. Eliot's "The Waste Land," or did
> he just think it would be a nifty title?

A few lines of Eliot are quoted right up front.  If you stretch it, Banks's
story may have something to do with forgetting the profit and loss, passing
the stages of age and youth entering the whirlpool, and maybe even once
being handsome and tall or a fortnight dead.

I've noticed, in English-writing, a strong tendency to quote or allude to
known texts in the titles.  It's quite widespread too, from books and
newspapers to magazines.  A journal like The Economist, full to the gills
of clever chaps, sometimes goes over the top, and I must needs burp after
the twenty-fourth or sixth nifty twist of words.

The top three sources seem to be The Bible, Shakespeare and Eliot.  Yeats
isn't doing badly, either.  Or maybe I am, mercifully, unable to detect
other sources.  It's the echo chamber of the written word: sometimes the
reverberation gets really bad.

Antonio B. Leal
R. Alves Redol 9, 1000 Lisboa
Portugal, EC
+351.1.315 5150
abl@inesc.pt

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 91 19:57:51 GMT
From: kdawson@galaxy.afit.af.mil (Kevin D. Dawson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Gregory Benford, sequel to "Tides of Light"?

Hey Earthers!

I recently finished "Tides of Light" and am now waiting for its sequel.

Any News ?

Kevin Dawson
kdawson@galaxy.afit.af.mil

------------------------------

Date: 13 Dec 91 00:06:15 GMT
From: krisr@cue.bc.ca (Kristof Roomp)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: David Edding's _The Saphire Rose_

Has anyone read this book? I really liked the first two books.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Dec 91 19:16:18 GMT
From: chris@morningstar.com (Chris Miller)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Edding's _The Saphire Rose_

krisr@cue.bc.ca (Kristof Roomp) writes:
>Has anyone read this book? I really liked the first two books.

Yep.  It's just like the other Elenium books.  Spectacular the first time
through, but don't even _think_ of trying to read it a second time.

Chris 

------------------------------

Date: 9 Dec 91 22:53:41 GMT
From: HEROY%LSUVM@ricevm1.rice.edu (Paul Heroy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Black Sun Rising / C. S. Friedman

I just finished reading Black Sun Rising, and I think it's quite good. This
book is not for your fan of hack 'n' slash type fantasy, it's much more
psychological and symbolical than that. There are obvious themes of
good/evil, confrontation of inner fears, what defines humanity, etc. that
are being explored on several levels, and fairly skillfully. The skeletal
details of the plot are fairly pedestrian, but Friedman has created details
that lift it far above the average rendition. In some ways it reminds me of
Lord of the Rings, David Zendell's _Neverness_, and C.S. Lewis'
_Perelandra_ (though I never could finish _Perelandra_ it was so didactic).
Fortunately, the ways in which it reminds me of LOTR are not the physical
details that most hack fantasy uses - dwarves, elves, orcs etc. but the
interior psychological theme and journey. Very good stuff, but not a page
turning action thriller though I will admit that I thought the pace
bogged down a little much a couple of times in the last half. The only
other quibble I have is that midway through, I glanced at the dust jacket
to read 'First in an epic new trilogy'.  Sigh. Do they *all* have to be 'an
epic new trilogy'?

I'll also put in a plug for her first book, In Conquest Born. ICB also has
a lot of psychology to it, but is a little more action oriented,
faster-paced, and is Sci-Fi not Fantasy. One of the best first novels I've
read. It's *really* good.  I enjoyed it more than Black Sun, actually.

Paul Heroy
heroy@lsuvm.sncc.lsu.edu
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Date: 17 Dec 91 11:41:01 GMT
From: norrish_m@kosmos.wcc.govt.nz
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Rats and Gargoyles

 On reading Mary Gentle's novel _Rats and Gargoyles_ a second time
(almost), I am still in doubt as to whether this is a brilliant book, or
merely a good one with some faults. For example, to me the entire social
structure of the city (let alone the "world") seems a little bit shaky. I
get the feeling that this part of it (beyond the main ideas of the
aristocratic Rats ruling over the humans etc.) was cobbled together when
needed during the writing. I could be deluded in this thought, and if
anyone cares to enlighten me I would be most grateful. Any other comments
on the book, or indeed any book by the same author, would also be
appreciated.
 E-mail or or in this group, I don't care, although it might provoke more
discussion if done over the newsgroup.

Jamie Norrish
norrish_m@kosmos.wcc.govt.nz

------------------------------

Date: 2 Dec 91 12:07:10 GMT
From: OR776@dbnuor1.bitnet (Carsten Zimmer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Perry Rhodan

Hello,

Someone asked about the series Perry Rhodan. This series was first
published in Germany (Authors: "Karl Herbert Scheer" and "Kurt Mahr") in
1961. The actual published book is number 1580 and the series is still very
alive.

If there are more special questions, I'll be glad to answer them.

Carsten Zimmer
Heerstrasse 118, W-5300 Bonn 1
Germany
OR776@DBNUOR1.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 91 22:08:39 GMT
From: hp@vmars.tuwien.ac.at (Peter Holzer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Perry Rhodan

OR776@dbnuor1.BITNET (Carsten Zimmer) writes:
>Someone asked about the series Perry Rhodan. This series was first
>published in Germany (Authors: "Karl Herbert Scheer" and "Kurt Mahr")

Actually, the ``inventors'' of Perry Rhodan were K.H. Scheer and Walter
Ernsting (a.k.a. Clark Darlton). Kurt Mahr joined the team pretty soon,
though (but all my Perry's are about 600km from here, so I cannot look when
it was).

Peter J. Holzer
Technical University Vienna
Dept. for Real-Time Systems
hp@vmars.tuwien.ac.at

------------------------------

Date:    Fri, 6 Dec 1991 15:37:19 EST
From: STU_GLMCELHA@vax1.acs.jmu.edu (Lord Drizzan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Book News for the Digest

Here's the latest news from LOCUS, December 1991:
 
Steven King has written and sold a new novel, GERALD'S GAME, which will
appear before DOLORES CLAIBORNE, the final novel in his present four-book
contract, is published.  (the first three were THE DARK HALF, FOUR PAST
MIDNIGHT, and NEEDFUL THINGS) According to Viking, which will publish the
new book in hardcover, DOLORES CLAIBORNE will be postponed to 1993 and
GERALD'S GAME will appear in 1992.  Neither Viking nor New American Library
would comment on the advance for the novel, but it can probably be assumed
to be at least in the $10 million range - similiar to the advances for the
other four books.  It was written because King felt he needed a thematic
bridge between NEEDFUL THINGS, the last of the Castle Rock books, and
DOLORES CLAIBORNE, essentially a mystery.  GERALD'S GAME is a horror novel,
and although not connected directly, is supposed to make themes of the next
book clearer to the audience.
  
In spirited bidding, Roger Zelazny sold a three-book non-Amber series to
Avon for a mid-six-figure advance, via agent Kirby McCauley.
 
Baen Books outbid Bantam for the continuation of George R.R. Martin's WILD
CARDS series.  They'll take over with book 13 to be released in 1993 and
make them leads, unlike Bantam, which did them as midlist.
 
Alan Dean Foster has just sold two new SPELLSINGER novels to Macdonald, a
British publishing group.
 
Louise Cooper's sixth Indigo book is now out, AVATAR, where she has been
taken to the depths of a mysterious jungle where she has been proclaimed
the Avatar of the Princess of Death!  And if that isn't bad enough, she's
still got to find the fifth of the seven demons that she unleashed onto the
world many years ago and destroy it...

------------------------------

Date: 9 Dec 91 21:00:52 GMT
From: rgt@kepler.unh.edu (Richard G Tomasso)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Cyberpunk books

Hello fellow sf fans,

   I have been compiling a list of cyberpunk books, but now I'm stuck and
need some help, so i'll ask you. I need titles (and authors) of any book
that emulates cyberpunk in tone, feel, character attitude, technology, etc.
Please mail me with you personal lists. thanks.

BTW, what I have so far:
The stuff by Gibson,Sterling,W J Williams
Simeotech(e)
the shadowrun books
everything from the GURPS cyberpunk supplement basically

------------------------------

Date: 9 Dec 91 15:47:00 GMT
From: RLWILLIAMS@gallua.bitnet (ROBERT L WILLIAMS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Psych through SF

Hi,

   A long time ago, someone named Colin Jones asked for books on SF and
Psychology and Sociology. I've recently cleaned out my attic and found
these three volumes:

Name
Valence and Vision: A reader in psychology. Edited by Rich Jones and
Richard L. Roe. Published by Rinehart Press - Holt Rinehart and Winston
1974.  ISBN 0-03-008416-4

Sociology through Science Fiction. Edited by Milstead, Greenberg, Olander
and Warrick. Published by St. Martins, 1974. Can't find ISBN.

Social Problems through Science Fiction. Edited by Greenberg, Milstead,
Olander and Warrick. Published by St. Martins, 1975.

Cheers,
Robert L Williams

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: Wed, 18 Dec 91 08:00:52 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SPOILER WARNING

****WARNING****

The following messages feature a discussion of "Star Trek: The Undiscovered
Country."  Some of the material and comments presented in this discussion
may give away key elements of the plot.  Those of you that have not yet
seen the movie, may want to skip these messages.

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 91 14:35:28 GMT
From: dhbutler@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu (David Butler)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek Seven?

>I hope this latest dispute means that Kirk is killed off (permanently) and
>Sulu can take command of the Enterprise (Spock would presumably have no
>interest in being the captain same as in II).  The reduced cost of stars
>would hopefully allow some other actors to appear.

There has been some conjecture that there may well be a series or a movie
about "captain Sulu", a lot of ST fans would probably like it.

>Does anyone think that Shatner is the big draw to the Trek movies?  Of
>course someone in Hollywood land thinks so or he would not be given the
>number of shows (other than Trek) that he has.  I doubt it or in one
>manner or the other he would have appeared on the TNG.  Personally I think
>Shatner has worn out the Kirk character.

There are a lot of Kirk fans around. Personally I like the character a
lot, he has some really great moments. For some reason there are people who
are very negative about two trek characters, Kirk and Ricart (from TNG).
I'm not sure why, I like both of the characters just fine as long as the
script is decent.

David Butler
dhbutler@magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu
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Date: 5 Dec 91 15:03:36 GMT
From: goldm@sage4a.its.rpi.edu (Mitchell E. Gold)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: SCDOWN

gberigan@unlinfo.unl.edu writes:
>He also mentioned that it was the Khitomer conference.  Now if my memory
>serves me right, this conference was the direct result of the Enterprise
>NCC-1701-C being destroyed defending the planet from a Romulan attack
>(with subsequent capture of Tasha Yar from a war-future by Romulans, and
>thus facilitating Denise Crosby's new role in ST:TNG), and being the
>turning point between war and peace between the Federation and the Klingon
>Empire.
>
>So what ship is Kirk flying around in in those previews of ST6?  It looks
>like NCC-1701-A, but she shouldn't still be around, what with the death of
>the -C.  Or is this the as-yet-unseen -B, which again is being designed to
>resemble the -@, brought back into service from the space museum after the
>-C's destruction?

Having only skimmed through the ST:TNG Technical Manual, I don't know if it
mentioned the politics or timeline of events of this, but it did mention
the classes of the ships, which I think is also shown in Picard's ready
room on the wall plaque and models.
   NCC-1701-A was the most recent ship in the movies, which is either a
modified Constitution class or a Constitution II/Enterprise class heavy or
command cruiser.
   NCC-1701-B was an Excelsior class ship (like the Excelsior in the movies
and the Hood in ST:TNG)
   NCC-1701-C was an Alaska class ship, and was featured in the ST:TNG
episode "Yesterday's Enterprise." It's destruction took place, I think, 22
years before the events of the third season of ST:TNG.
   NCC-1701-D is the Galaxy class starship they've been using, and
   NCC-1701-E has some prospective designs in the manual as a Nova class
ship.

Does anyone have a better timeline of the movies and the intervening time
between series? 

Mitchell Gold
sundance@rpi.edu
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Date: 5 Dec 91 15:15:00 GMT
From: FTT@nccibm1.bitnet (Sheri R. Anderson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Star Trek VII Rumors

This is a question I might be able to help with.

I just attended a Star Trek Con two weeks ago.  According to the powers
that be - the next Star Trek movie (if there is to be one) is in the hands
of the cast of the Next Generation.

If you notice - in the previews, Kirk's hair is grayed.  This was done to
show the passage of time and to bring the storyline closer to the time line
of the Next Generation.

Michael Dorn is featured in Star Trek VI as his NG character's Grandfather
(whose name is also Worf to allow for a connection between the two
characters).

Admittedly, some of the cast of TOS would consider doing another movie but
Paramount feels it is time to move on, considering the fact that ST:TNG
might only have one more season (according to Brent Spiner).  It is unknown
at this point whether or not the NG cast's contracts will be renewed or not
since the cost of producing each episode of TNG is 1.5 million dollars or
more.

Anyway, there might be a ST VII, but don't be surpised if it is called
"Star Trek The Next Generation I" (NOTE: This line is strictly my
comment.  It is NOT official word from Paramount)

Sheri R. Anderson
FTT@NCCIBM1.BITNET
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Date: 5 Dec 91 21:11:33 GMT
From: noe@m.cs.uiuc.edu (Roger Noe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek VII Rumors

FTT@nccibm1.BITNET (Sheri R. Anderson) writes:
>ST:TNG might only have one more season (according to Brent Spiner).  It is
>unknown at this point whether or not the NG cast's contracts will be
>renewed or not since the cost of producing each episode of TNG is 1.5
>million dollars or more.

Whatever the exact cost is, Paramount is making considerably more money
from ST:TNG than they are spending.  ST:TNG is one of their biggest money
makers, a real cash cow.  The above-quoted statement makes it sound like
ST:TNG might be discontinued next year because it's losing money, when
nothing could be farther from the truth.  If they discontinue the TV ST:TNG
when the current contracts expire, it will probably be because they think
they can make more money by having the current ST:TNG cast do movies.  If
they do that, then the only thing which would likely prevent them from
putting a new cast into the TV show is fear of diluting their market.  

Roger Noe
Department of Computer Science
University of Illinois
Urbana, IL 61801 USA
(217) 244-6173
noe@cs.uiuc.edu
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Date: 8 Dec 91 04:01:16 GMT
From: tappek@infonode.ingr.com (J. Kurt Tappe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: STVI (Definitely NOT the end...)

Major SPOILERS for Star Trek VI follow;

I had heard that they filmed multiple endings to ST VI:TUC, and that at the
last minuted had changed to one that allowed for a seventh movie with the
original cast.  Well, unless the seventh movie is going to feature Captain
Sulu flying around in Excelsior without the other TOS majors, there isn't
going to be a seventh TOS movie.  Folks, this WAS the end of the Kirk,
Spock, and McCoy era.  They retired, the ship was decomissioned, they flew
off into the sunset, and it is OVER.  Now it's up to the TNG crew to take
over the movies, and in my opinion, it's a good thing.  I'm sad to see Kirk
and co. go, but their retirement time has come.

Kurt

------------------------------

Date: 7 Dec 91 20:50:39 GMT
From: rgt@kepler.unh.edu (Richard G Tomasso)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek Seven?

goldm@sage4a.its.rpi.edu (Mitchell E. Gold) writes:
>ghost@ra.nrl.navy.mil (G. Host) writes:
>>Does anyone think that Shatner is the big draw to the Trek movies?  Of
>>course someone in Hollywood land thinks so or he would not be given the
>>number of shows (other than Trek) that he has.  I doubt it or in one
>>manner or the other he would have appeared on the TNG.  Personally I
>>think Shatner has worn out the Kirk character.
>
>As I understand it, Shatner had a falling out over ST:TNG, since he was
>previously promised a return to the series in the seventies, and then
>later that when TNG started, it would start with the old cast and then
>move on to the new era that it is in currently.

I personally don't think he is the draw, I think Spock/Nimoy is. For
example, when I was at VI last night, when the credits came up, Gene got a
cheer, Shatner didn't, Nimoy did, the rest of them did.  I hope he is dead
by the time of TNG. Most theories I have heard propose that he is.

SPOILER COMMENT!!!

I was hoping that that trailer where "Kirk" gets shot was the real thing,
but alas, it wasn't, guess Paramount likes him more than I do.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Dec 91 17:15:08 GMT
From: clark@racquet.csee.usf.edu (Matthew Clark)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: A ST6:TUC Question (possible spoiler)

Hi kids,

This is really directed at those of you who have already seen the movie and
can answer some questions for me.  But if you haven't you may want to skip
this.

First: I didn't hear this very well, but the movie made it sound like
Praxis was the moon of the Klingon home world.  Am I mistaken and just hear
this wrong?

Second: If I recall, didn't we have a war with the Klingons prior to the
Khitomer incident?  If I recall, didn't the 1701-C get involved in that?
How can we have a war with the Klingons if we've already made peace with
them?

clark@galadriel.csee.usf.edu
clark@jupiter.csee.usf.edu  
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Date: 9 Dec 91 18:50:00 GMT
From: burke@reg.triumf.ca (RICK BURKE TRIUMF OPERATIONS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A ST6: TUC Question (possible spoiler)

clark@racquet.csee.usf.edu (Matthew Clark) writes...
>First: I didn't hear this very well, but the movie made it sound like
>Praxis was the moon of the Klingon home world.  Am I mistaken and just
>hear this wrong?
>
>Second: If I recall, didn't we have a war with the Klingons prior to the
>Khitomer incident?  If I recall, didn't the 1701-C get involved in that?
>How can we have a war with the Klingons if we've already made peace with
>them?

Answers:

First: I'm not too sure but I think the moon was not a moon of the Klingon
home world

Second: The battle that the 1701-c was involved in was between the Romulans
and Klingons. The 1701-c got involved and was blown to bits but it was such
an amazing act of bravery that it cemented the shaky Klingon-Federation
peace pact.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Dec 91 20:50:45 GMT
From: ragnarok@cs1.bradley.edu (Matthew Lathrum)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A ST6:TUC Question (possible spoiler)

clark@racquet.csee.usf.edu (Matthew Clark) writes:
>Second: If I recall, didn't we have a war with the Klingons prior to the
>Khitomer incident?  If I recall, didn't the 1701-C get involved in that?
>How can we have a war with the Klingons if we've already made peace with
>them?

Well, the Khitomer incident happened 50 years prior to the bit with the
1701-C.  Remember, there are about 73 years between STVI and TNG (I think),
and when the 1701-C came through that rift, it was from 20 years in the
past, which makes it 50 years into the future from STVI's standpoint.

ragnarok@buhub.bradley.edu
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Date: 9 Dec 91 21:36:20 GMT
From: edotto@uipsuxb.ps.uiuc.edu (Edward C. Otto III)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A ST6:TUC Question (possible spoiler)

ragnarok@cs1.bradley.edu (Matthew Lathrum) writes:
>>Second: If I recall, didn't we have a war with the Klingons prior to the
>>Khitomer incident?  If I recall, didn't the 1701-C get involved in that?
>>How can we have a war with the Klingons if we've already made peace with
>>them?
>
>Well, the Khitomer) incident happened 50 years prior to the bit with the
>1701-C.  Remember, there are about 73 years between STVI and TNG (I
>think), and when the 1701-C came through that rift, it was from 20 years
>in the past, which makes it 50 years into the future from STVI's
>standpoint.

Actually, the Organians were enforcing a peace treaty throughout the whole
FIRST series on TV - that's how the Neutral Zone came into being.  I'd like
to know what happened to them that would allow the whole war thing in the
first place.

BTW, did anyone notice the cameo by Worf in the movie as the defense
attorney?

Edward C. Otto III   	    
Printing Services Office    
54A E. Gregory Drive	    
Champaign, IL  61820	    
e-otto@uiuc.edu
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Date: 7 Dec 91 12:59:26 GMT
From: glnserv!katin@xcluud.sccsi.com (Kati Norris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek Seven?

Doohan says that it's a ploy that this is the last one. He says they are
just saying that for the money it will bring in from people wanting to see
the last one.

Nichols isn't saying specifically. She said that the working script had a
very final ending. (I assume this meant everyone died but she didn't say.)
She did say that halfway through filming the movie, that the bigwigs at
Paramount came in whispering with each other, and that the ending was
rewritten. By the way she smiled as she said it, I assume that it became
less final an ending.

Shatner says it really is the last one.

Kati Norris
Houston, Texas USA
xcluud!glnserv!katin

------------------------------

Date: 7 Dec 91 13:09:57 GMT
From: glnserv!katin@xcluud.sccsi.com (Kati Norris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek Seven?

ghost@ra.nrl.navy.mil (G. Host) writes:
> Anybody know what the cost of producing Star Trek VI was?  On the same
> order as the others and did Shatner and Nimoy again take up most of the
> budget?

I don't know what the exact costs were, but a critic here in town said that
they were working with less money. They were trying to use the old costumes
(from the last movie) and filming around the worn parts of them.  They were
having to work with camera angles that didn't show the bulgings of the
actors who haven't held up so well.

> Does anyone think that Shatner is the big draw to the Trek movies?  Of
> course someone in Hollywood land thinks so or he would not be given the
> number of shows (other than Trek) that he has.  I doubt it or in one
> manner or the other he would have appeared on the TNG.  Personally I
> think Shatner has worn out the Kirk character.

From what I've heard here and from friends, Kirk was neat when he was
leader of one of the few sci-fi shows on tv. Now, with the TNG version and
Picard, Kirk seems to be a womanizer, sexist and generally a rather boorish
type of person. He had gone way down in the polls now that we have someone
else to compare him with. Also his weight problem does nothing to help out
his character.

Kati Norris
Houston, Texas USA
xcluud!glnserv!katin
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Date: 10 Dec 91 19:38:26 GMT
From: fal20643@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu (Capt. Frank A. Lauro)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A ST6:TUC Question (possible spoiler)

clark@racquet.csee.usf.edu (Matthew Clark) writes:
>First: I didn't hear this very well, but the movie made it sound like
>Praxis was the moon of the Klingon home world.  Am I mistaken and just
>hear this wrong?

That's what it sounded like to me, or, at least, it was a moon in the
Klingon Home *System*.

>Second: If I recall, didn't we have a war with the Klingons prior to the
>Khitomer incident?  If I recall, didn't the 1701-C get involved in that?
>How can we have a war with the Klingons if we've already made peace with
>them?

The Feds and the Klingons had been in a kind of "cold war" state as far
back as I can remember (meaning from the series to the "present" in STAR
TREK VI).  As to the Khitomer Incident...well, which one are you referring
to?  There was the Romulan strafing run that killed Worf's parents (pre-TNG
time, of course) and the finale of STAR TREK VI.

The NCC 1701-C saved a Klingon outpost from a Romulan attack, which is most
likely the event that brought about not only peace, but *alliance* between
the Feds and those crazy turtle-heads.  Was that also at Khitomer?

Oh, and you seem a bit confused about the "war" that involved the Ent-C;
that "war" took place in an alternate universe in which the C did not save
the Klingon outpost.  No honorable gesture, no extended peace.  The events
of "Yesterday's Enterprise" technically never happened.  Sort of.  (It's a
long story..)

Captain Frank A. Lauro
Commanding Officer
USS ALEXA, NCC 1764-D
University of Illinois
at Champaign-Urbana
fal20643@uxa.cso.uiuc.edu
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Date: 11 Dec 91 02:49:12 GMT
From: emoeller@iastate.edu (Erich R Moeller)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ST-VI--Christian Slater

Did you guys notice that Slater did a cameo role as the officer that wakes
Sulu to ask him whether they know where the Enterprise is.

This would suggest to me that there is something important about the bridge
crew of the Excelsior.  If you will recall, the Enterprise-B was an
Excelsior class starship.  Would it follow that ST-7 would be the exploits
of the Enterprise-B?  In the tech manual, the history was purposefully
omitted by the writers so that Paramount could do what they wanted with it.

Thats what I think they might do.

Any comments?

Erich Moeller
Journalism and Mass Communication
Iowa State University
Ames,Iowa 
emoeller@iastate.edu

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest          Wednesday, 18 Dec 1991      Volume 16 : Issue 463

Today's Topics:

       Television - The Prisoner (2 msgs) & Quantum Leap (4 msgs) &
                    Blake's 7 (4 msgs) & Space:1999 (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 2 Dec 91 20:55:14 GMT
From: davidm@sfsuvax1.sfsu.edu (David Morgenstern)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Prisoner: What's it all about?

asd@sage.cc.purdue.edu (Kareth) writes:
>This might not be the right place to post, this, but I can't think of too
>many other places.  Recently, I've seen parts of several episodes of The
>Prisoner.  It looks like a pretty intriguing show, but I'm totally
>confused as to what's going on.  It'd help if I could see the

  Many people have been confused by this show, one of the best shows EVER
done on TV. The star, Patrick M. was on several shows in the '60s as a
spy. In the US these were shown as Danger Man and Secret Agent. At the
beginning of the Prisoner (and repeated each episode) we see Patrick M.
getting mad at his boss, driving out, and waking up in a place called the
Village. The people in the Village have no names, only numbers. The place
is made up of former/current spies of various nationalities who want to
find out each others' secrets. They want information...
  
All of the episodes are available on video, so see them in order.

David Morgenstern 

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 91 07:04:04 GMT
From: rschirme@digi.lonestar.org (Reynold Schirmer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: The Prisoner: What's it all about?

edotto@uipsuxb.ps.uiuc.edu (Edward C. Otto III) writes:
>asd@sage.cc.purdue.edu (Kareth) writes:
>>This might not be the right place to post, this, but I can't think of too
>>many other places.  Recently, I've seen parts of several episodes of The
>>Prisoner.  It looks like a pretty intriguing show, but I'm totally
>>confused as to what's going on.  It'd help if I could see the show from
>>the beginning, but alas I can't.  I don't even know what IS the
>>beginning.  I'm hoping someone out there knows what this show is about
>>and might be able to provide me with the scoop on what in the world this
>>show is about.
>
>The series (12 or 13 episodes, I think!!) opens with #6 resigning from
>the service that he was a member of - some secret organization.

I think that there are 14 or 16 episodes of The Prisoner avaiable on video
cassette.

>He goes home, gets drugged, kidnapped, and taken to 'The Village', where
>many varied attempts are made to break him.  The series ends with the
>episode in which he gets to meet #1 as he was just elected #2...

There are several interpretations that I am aware of for the last two
episodes.  My favorite one is that Number Six was really Number One the
whole time (He blocked it out of his mind when he resigned, hence why
Number Two wants to find out why he resigned in the first palce).  They
tell you this at the opening of every episode:

  Number Six : Who are you?

  Number Two : I am the new Number Two.

  Number Six : Who is Number One?

  Number Two : You are(,) Number Six.

>Won't tell you just HOW it ends, mind you...just watch for the cute
>double plot twist at the end of the final episode.

I've watched it four times and I'm still not sure how it ends.

Joe Schirmer
DSC Communications        
Plano, Texas              
rschirme@digi.lonestar.org

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 91 21:47:56 GMT
From: aland@chaos.cs.brandeis.edu (Alan D.)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: QL: Sam's Kill Ratio

karinc@iSC.intel.com (Karin Coffee) writes:
>I didn't see Honeymoon Express or Her Charm, so I can't comment on those,
>but I didn't see Sam as killing people in either Permanent Wave or Dreams.
>We actually don't know what happened to the people that he shot.  In
>Permanent Wave, the policeman was shot and killed (I believed that he was
>killed since we saw him floating in the water) by the Salon receptionist.
>I didn't think that Sam had killed her, just made it impossible for her to
>do any more harm.
>
>This week, I thought he just incapacitated the psychiatrist, I wasn't
>aware that Sam had killed him.
>
>Does anyone else give Sam the benefit of the doubt?  Al doesn't always
>give everyone's final history.

Yes, I do. *grin* I don't know all the episode titles, so I'm not going to
comment on the other episodes, but I know which Permanent Wave was, and 1)
Sam didn't kill the policeman, the receptionist did, and 2) Sam didn't
incapacitate the receptionist either; "his" girlfriend did.  If Dreams was
the episode with the psychiatrist, I don't believe Sam killed him, I think
he was just wounded.

Alan

------------------------------

Date: 7 Dec 91 01:12:21 GMT
From: leapers@romana.tymnet.com (Quantum Leap fans)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: QUANTUM LEAP -- News for 12/6/91

Howdy again, fellow Leapers. Sorry for my absence and lack of information,
but Real Life's invaded me. Not much news this time, but here it is:

1. Currently in production: "Temptation Eyes" by Paul Brown, about a
   psychic.

2. Sometime in the future (no pun intended), the National Geographic
   Society is going to have an exhibit in their Washington DC Explorer's
   Hall about time and time travel and they want to exhibit something from
   QL! :-)

3. Don's other show, "Street Dogs", is probably going to go back to being
   called "Tequila and Bonetti", and is probably going to be on Fridays.
   Or not. Mysterious are the ways of networks. Anyway, it'll be on CBS and
   still stars Jack Scalia and a dog.

4. A personal note: this will probably be the last such posting from me
   until after New Year's. I'm really busy, then I'm going to be out of
   town. So hang in there and I'll let you know anything as soon as I hear
   it.

Sally Smith
...!uunet!olivea!tymix!tardis!leapers
leapers@tardis.tymnet.com

------------------------------

Date: 7 Dec 91 05:29:12 GMT
From: leapers@romana.tymnet.com (Quantum Leap fans)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: QUANTUM LEAP -- News for 12/6/91, continued

OK, I lied, I have more news (Actually, I got a phone call from LA, which
will teach me to post before close of business hours!).

1. "Running For Honor" (the long-delayed gay episode) is tentatively
   scheduled to air on January 15th. Finally.

2. For those of you who get E! on cable, keep an eye out (probably in
   January, but don't quote me on that - look sooner and later) for a
   little QL behind-the-scenes show. I'll let you know if I get a definite
   airdate.  They haven't filmed it yet. Brownie points for sending me a
   tape of it, hint hint. :-)

3. OK, really, this time for sure! Don's new show *IS* back to being titled
   "Tequila and Bonetti", and it's supposed to premiere Friday, January
   17th at 9 E&P/8 C&M. Really. Honest. Unless CBS changes their mind
   again.

That's it. Promise. 

Sally Smith
...!uunet!olivea!tymix!tardis!leapers
leapers@tardis.tymnet.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 91 07:56:21 GMT
From: leapers@romana.tymnet.com (Quantum Leap fans)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: QUANTUM LEAP -- Upcoming eps as of 12/16

(Yeah, I know I said I wasn't going to post again, but...)

1/8/92 (yes, you have to wait that long!) "The Play's the Thing" by Beverly
Bridges and I think someone else. Sam's a young actor in love with an older
woman (you probably figured that one out). Redeeming Social Value:
Shakespearean stuff. Cheap Thrills: Lots of exploitation of Scott's bod.

1/15 "Running For Honor" the long-delayed and muchly controversial "gay"
episode. Let's see how many sponsors have the guts to stick with it!

Later:

"Temptation Eyes" by Paul Brown. Sam's a reporter in San Francisco (hey,
maybe KRON won't pre-empt it!) covering a series of murders. The police
call in a psychic to help. Some nifty plot twists unfold, as well as a
major dilemma for Sam and Al.

Filming now:"The Last Gunfighter", story by Sam Rolfe and Chris Ruppenthal,
teleplay by Chris. Just what the title implies.

Now, really, honest, I'm leaving town. I just have to finish packing.
Mom's already started baking Christmas cookies, and the mall calleth...

Have a good one, everybody, see you in a couple of weeks!

Sally

------------------------------

Date: 2 Dec 91 21:38:53 GMT
From: jblum@umd5.umd.edu (Jon Blum)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Blake's 7: Opinions wanted about the final episode.

ramsey@cuavax.dnet.cua.edu (Betsy Ramsey) writes:
>This posting contains SPOILERS for "Blake", the last episode of
>_Blake's 7_.
>ucjtrjf@ucl.ac.uk (Jonny Farringdon) writes:
>
>Before the episode was half over, I was convinced that the entire thing
>was being set up by Blake and Avon, working together.  Avon was very
>confident about what he was doing, right from the start.  So was Blake.
>So much so that I cannot buy the "spontaneous" shooting at the end.
>Particularly with both of them (Blake and Avon, not Thomas and Darrow)
>overacting so much.  (I mean, really - when has Avon ever been so
>melodramtic: "Is it *true*?  Have you betrayed *us*?!?  Have you betrayed
>*ME*?!?"  And Blake's dialogue was equally at odds with his previous
>behavior.)

I bought that scene completely, because Paul Darrow had been overacting in
much the same way for most of the last season up to that point.  Any
unreality was simply due to the limitations of Mr. Darrow's acting skills.

According to the producers, Blake was dead (insert Dead Parrot Sketch
here), and the blood on his shirt was meant as proof.  Gareth Thomas, Chris
Boucher, and Vere Lorrimer all agreed on this fact.  In fact, according to
Lorrimer it was in Thomas' contract that he would only return as Blake if
he got to get killed off.

However, I still believe that there was More Than Meets The Eye going on.

> Gauda Prime has been told by the Federation to put its house in order.
> It is "the day of the bounty hunter" - outlaws are definitely not
> welcome.  It would seem to be a bad time for the Scorpio crew to pay a
> visit.  Unless you're hoping for those exact circumstances for some other
> reason.  And Avon is neither surprised nor concerned about Blake's
> supposed new profession.

Except that it's perfect cover - the last place where someone would look
for an outlaw is working for the sheriff's office.  Blake's hideout is
understandable.

> Blake receives electronic permission to hunt two outlaws.  Then the
> computer disgorges another permit granting Blake law enforcement
> authority.  This is a surprise to Deva.  Blake makes a joke.  The
> appearance of the second card is not explained further, and the authority
> it grants is never used.  Sounds to me like a signal from Avon to Blake
> via Orac, with some subtle teasing thrown in.

Or maybe a hint of something bigger.  It reminds us that the Federation -
or at least certain officials in that quadrant, know about Blake.

Throughout the episode Deva keeps making a big deal about how a Federation
official was coming to make some sort of a progress report on the Gauda
Prime clean-up program.  What official of the Federation is (a) interested
in the activities of rebels (b) reduced to handling petty local affairs
such as this?

Servalan, of course.

We know she knew about Zukan's betrayal of the rebellion.  Presumably she,
being a Federation superior, knew about Blake's plans on Gauda Prime, as
Arlen said.  And the reference to a visitor implies that she had just
arrived at the end, presumably commanding the troops who shot down the
rebels.  Could it be that she was the one who had manipulated Avon into
tracking down Blake, simply so that she could force Avon (who she knew had
slowly been becoming more unstable and insane) to confront Blake as an
enemy?  It would appeal to her twisted sense of humor to finally get one up
on Avon this way, by making him kill his friend.

Of course, this would also allow all the others to still be alive.  She
might keep the survivors of the legendary Blake's Seven alive so that she
could bring them in...  turning over a nest of rebel leaders would be a
wonderful way to gain influence and rise from her position as a backwater
Commissioner back towards the Presidency.

How's that for devious?

------------------------------

Date: 2 Dec 91 22:15:44 GMT
From: jblum@umd5.umd.edu (Jon Blum)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Blake's 7

STU_GLMCELHA@VAX2.ACS.JMU.EDU writes:
>Here's what I thought of "Blake"...
[short form of who lives, who dies: Scorpio is in little bits, Blake is
dead as a doornail, Vila might have just hit the deck, Tarrant was wounded
already so he might be dead, Dayna and Soolin might have just been stunned]

>In that case, not only Vila but definitely Soolin and Dayna are alive.

Not Dayna.  She was shot by Arlen, who had a standard-issue gun given to
her by the rebels.

>Avon, of course, is alive, and a prisoner of the Federation...  but I
>wouldn't be surprised if he's now working for them.  Good old Avon.

Terry Nation once came up with an idea for a B7 continuation based on just
this premise in which Vila also survived, ended up working with a new
generation of rebels (with a new leader calling himself "Blake"), and had
to coax Avon out of his Federation-sponsored hideaway from the world.

------------------------------

Date: 2 Dec 91 21:53:22 GMT
From: jblum@umd5.umd.edu (Jon Blum)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Blake's 7: Opinions wanted about the final episode. (spoilers?)

>First of all, Vila is the wimpiest person in the universe... (the episode
>where Avon wanted to throw him off the ship because there wasn't enough
>thrust was great!)..  Vila would dive for cover very quickly.. Even if he
>is slightly 'winged', he'd act like he was killed, I think.

Just an aside, Vila is not the wimp everyone assumes he is.  Just a few
seconds before his 'death', he knocks out Arlen and is ready to take
charge.  Look also at "City on the Edge of the World".  He does have very
strong survival instincts.  You'd have to, to survive living with Avon for
four years but there's more going on under his surface than you'd think.

But all this is irrelevant, no?

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 91 02:42:26 GMT
From: diebold@aslan.stg.trw.com (Robert Diebold)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Blake's 7

It is great to read the discussions concerning one of my all-time favorite
shows - Blake's 7.  The only thing better would be for one of the 3 PBS
stations that I receive to start televising it again.  I have only seen the
last 14 or 15 episodes while living in San Diego; many of us asked for it
to be replayed, and, eventually, it was - right after I moved to Los
Angeles.  When I moved here, the PBS station in Orange County was playing
the last years worth of episodes; the same ones that I had already seen.
It hasn't been on TV locally since.  Of course, my mom gets it up in
Monterey and my best friend got to watch it in San Diego, but I never get
to see it.

I thought that I was good at paying attention to small details in TV and
film, but my hat is off to Betsy; that was quite an analysis of the last
episode.  She brought up some very interesting points; I wish I could see
it again and watch for these clues.

Someone mentioned a book that concerns events that take place after those
of the last episode.  It is called AFTERLIFE and was written by Anthony
Attwood; it was published by Target books I believe.  I enjoyed it very
much, although it dealt only with the male characters - I am kind of fond
of Sulin; I thought she made an excellant match for Avon, my favorite
character.  If anyone knows where I can get another copy of this book,
please let me know.

As far as the ending being based on Butch Cassidy etc., despite the
similarities pointed out, I doubt it.  I think it was done that way,
because there is an unwritten rule that all English TV series must end in
death (e.g. Robin Hood, The Young Ones, and all of the Black Adder series),
and this ending lets it appear as if form has been observed while leaving
the possibility open for continuing the series.

Robert Diebold
diebold@trwsera.stg.trw.com

------------------------------

Date:     Sun, 15 Dec 91 17:36 CST
From: <TM01913@swtexas.bitnet>
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject:  sf televsion show "1999"

Have any of you every heard of the Science Fiction TV show called, 1999?  I
used to watch it when i was a child in Germany.  It was in English and
something like Star Trek, in some ways.  There was female with side-burns
down her cheeks that could shape change into various animals.  And that is
about all that I can remember about the show.

I would like to know if it is on video tape or on TV somewhere in the
United States.  Also who produced it, starred in it, and the rest of any
information about the show.

You can post the information in the conference.

Thanks.

Tonya Mills
SWTSU

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 91 13:15:53 GMT
From: white@mps.ohio-state.edu (The Master)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-tv@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Space:1999 "Ring Around The Moon" LD

   Has anybody else noticed that the laserdisc version of "Ring Around the
Moon" from J2 Communications has a 2-minute scene deleted about 35 minutes
into the program?  The scene where Bergman and Koenig contemplate the
nature of the Tritonians is abruptly cut off, and the following scene
before the "commercial break" is completely missing.  Is it simply my disc
that's defective, or can someone else confirm the missing scenes?

Dave White
Lakeshore Cryotronics  
64 E Walnut Street     
Westerville, Ohio 43215
white@geo2s.mps.ohio-state.edu

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Friday, 20 Dec 1991       Volume 16 : Issue 464

Today's Topics:

       Books - Barker (2 msgs) & Bear (7 msgs) & Bradbury (8 msgs) &
               Humorous Authors (5 msgs) & SF & F Databases

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 91 17:38:31 GMT
From: James_Williams@ess.niaid.pc.niaid.nih.gov (James Williams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Tekumel

I was read some old digests and ran accross a discussion of Tekumel.  Who
or what is Tekumel?

James Williams
Bitnet: JWW%ESS%NIAID@NIH3PLUS.BITNET
Internet: JWW@ESS.NIAID.PC.NIAID.NIH.GOV

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 91 22:33:12 GMT
From: alberti@mudhoney.micro.umn.edu (Albatross)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tekumel

James_Williams@ess.niaid.pc.niaid.nih.GOV (James Williams) writes:
>I was read some old digests and ran accross a discussion of Tekumel.  Who
>or what is Tekumel?

Tekumel is the planet upon which the Role-playing game "Empire of the Petal
Throne" (EPT) is set.  EPT was developed by M.A.R. Barker across the course
of many decades, beginning in the 1940's and continuing today.
 Barker is a Professor of South and Southeast Asian studies at the
University of Minnesota, and has travelled extensively.  Tekumel reflects
the variety of cultures which Barker has encountered and the commonality of
persons which emerged from them all.

EPT emerged as a formalized game system during the wave of interest in
role-playing games of the late Seventies and early Eighties.  It is long
out of print, but the game itself survives in scattered groups of
roleplayers across the country.

Two novels based on Tekumel were published during the early Eightes, "Man
of Gold" and "Flamesong", both published by DAW and now out of print, but
likely available at used bookstores or libraries.

The cultures of Tekumel are extremely rich and colorful, the politics are
sophisticated and complex.  A true Tekumel roleplaying game is difficult to
participate in, because the cultures are so different from Western culture
that you have to be willing to abandon many deep-seated values from the
start.  As an example, Tekumel's cultures are rigidly stratified - like
America of 200 years ago, some humans are "worth" less than others, and
might get 3/5ths of a vote or no vote, were there a democracy to
participate in (there isn't).  Slavery exists, but so does equal rights for
females (called "aridani" status).

The cultures of Tekumel have a history that spans over 20,000 years,
beginning some 60,000 years from today.  Being a linguist, Barker has
created lush, sophisticated languages for the people's of Tekumel,
languages that interact intimately with their cultures to grow and change
across time.  There is no "Common tongue".

If you're interested in more information, subscribe to the Tekumel mailing
list by writing to
  
  tekumel-requests@ssdc.honeywell.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 91 12:47:40 GMT
From: chotchki@cs.strath.ac.uk (Colin Hotchkiss IE4)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Greg Bear

There is a distinct lack of discussion on the work of Bear!!!!

The Forge of God *MUST* be made into a movie!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Queen of Angels is weird S*it, but what a read!!

Any feedback?

Colin

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 91 16:59:32 GMT
From: S.J.Morden@newcastle.ac.uk (S.J.Morden)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Greg Bear

Read _Eon_ a while back - I was looking for a good thick book to read on
the train up to Glasgow.

Physics - either totally out the window or fantastically detailed, I
couldn't tell which. As far as I knew, it was accurate, but then again I
don't have a degree in Quantum Physics/Astrophysics. Some of the concepts
(IMHO) were too far ahead to for this humble doctorate in Geophysics. My
brain was stunned into submission on several occasions.

Politics - all that lovely cold war, Death, armageddon and nuke the
ruskies. Bit dated now (obviously), but all for alternate time line, it
made sense.

Character definition - human, and humanoid alien. The scientists were good
scientists, the army were all jerks. the really alien aliens, I don't feel
qualified to comment on :-) . But I couldn't really visualise the
weirdness.

Plot - hung together well, with interesting leaps and twists. End was a
"look out, here comes the sequel" special.

Result - didn't rush out and buy _Infinity_. Won't recommend it to my SO,
who is very intelligent but with little physics background. She'll
understand less of the science than I did. Only Greg Bear book I possess.
Not led to buy another. Haven't reread it.
 
Overall score: 3 out of 10. Good for a train journey, but not much else.

Shalom,

Simes

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 91 20:21:57 GMT
From: neutron!lnh@eda.teradyne.com (sometimes a Wombat)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Greg Bear

chotchki@cs.strath.ac.uk (Colin Hotchkiss) writes:
>The Forge of God *MUST* be made into a movie!!!

This is in some strong sense the prototypical Bear novel, or it was for a
while.  For most of the 80s, he wrote books where the Earth is greatly
altered (e.g., INFINITY CONCERTO/SERPENT MAGE) or nearly destroyed (e.g.,
EON, BLOOD MUSIC).  THE FORGE OF GOD was the ultimate of this sort of
thing, in that he literally blows it up (as in asteroid city).

Wasn't very impressed by it, otherwise.  Go for the fantasy duology (above)
instead.

Larry Hammer
LNH@albert.physics.arizona.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 91 23:12:18 GMT
From: mckinney@cs.utexas.edu (Durwood Y. McKinney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Greg Bear

I've read several of Greg Bear's books (Forge of God, Eon, Blood Music, and
about 1/5 of Eternity before I got bored).  They all seem to have really
good plots on a grand scale, and rather boring, flat characters.  I've
always thought that Greg Bear needed to team up with an author who had the
opposite problem.

BTW, I haven't seen any discussion here about Tim Powers (Anubis Gates, The
Stress of Her Regard, On Stranger Tides).  I've enjoyed him more than any
author I've read recently.  His books are sort of Historical Fantasy/Scifi
mixtures, and at least 2 of them use the Romantic Poets as characters.

Ken McKinney
mckinney@cs.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 91 14:19:55 GMT
From: rll1@kepler.unh.edu (Robert L Lamothe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Greg Bear

    The only Greg Bear novel I've read was _Corona_, a Star Trek novel.
Can't say I was too impressed with this one, certainly not enough to go out
and buy/read another Bear novel

Bob

------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 91 14:59:43 GMT
From: jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Greg Bear

rll1@kepler.unh.edu (Robert L Lamothe) writes:
>     The only Greg Bear novel I've read was _Corona_, a Star Trek novel.
> Can't say I was too impressed with this one, certainly not enough to go
> out and buy/read another Bear novel

It's really unfair to judge a writer based on their Star Trek work (or
based on movie novelizations).  These, by and large, tend to be minor
works.  James Blish, for example, produced a number of great SF works, but
his Star Trek stuff was crap - probably the worst stuff he wrote.  I
haven't read Corona, but the same could be true in this case.

Jim Mann                                       
Stratus Computer
jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com 

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 91 00:36:16 GMT
From: ronh@cs.utexas.edu (Ronald Owen Hough)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Greg Bear

Well, to toss in my contribution to the Bear thread, I think his sf is
great, but fewer people know he can write some darn good fantasy too.
Check out _The Infinity Concerto_ and _The Serpent Mage_.  The former is
the better, in my opinion, although the second is excellent as a sequel.
You have to watch Bear's penchant for destroying the Earth, however...

Ron Hough
Univ. of Tx. at Austin
ronh@cs.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Dec 91 12:59:52 GMT
From: ib09@rz31.rz.uni-karlsruhe.de (Thomas Koenig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Was Ray Bradbury ever a script writer?

I've just finished rereading Ray Bradbury's 'Graveyard for Lunatics' (an
excellent book, btw; Bradbury's writing seems to improve with age), and I'm
wondering how much of the book is autobiographical.  Specifically, has
Bradbury ever worked as a script writer for SF and horror movies himself?
If so, what movies has he written?

Thomas Koenig
ib09@rz.uni-karlsruhe.de
ui0t@dkauni2.bitnet, 
ui0t@ibm3090.rz.uni-karlsruhe.dbp.de

------------------------------

Date: 8 Dec 91 00:57:53 GMT
From: gt9863a@prism.gatech.edu (Craig Kenneth Bryant)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Was Ray Bradbury ever a script writer?

Well, Bradbury did write the stage adaptation of Fahrenheit 451 (which went
over quite well at Georgia Tech recently), and I believe he mentioned a
film script for "Moby Dick in space" or something of the sort, which was
never actually produced. Hard data, anyone?

Craig Kenneth Bryant
Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta Georgia, 30332
uucp:	  ...!{decvax,hplabs,ncar,purdue,rutgers}!gatech!prism!gt9863a
Internet: gt9863a@prism.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 7 Dec 91 18:02:29 GMT
From: tnt@netcom.com (Terry Turner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Was Ray Bradbury ever a script writer?

He wrote the first draft of _It Came from Outer Space_, one of the best sf
movies from the fifties. he also wrote the screenplay for _Moby Dick_. He
talks about both in the introduction to _They Came from Outer Space_,
edited by Jim Wynorski.

Terry 
tnt@netcom.com





















- -- 

terry 
		tnt@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 9 Dec 91 04:31:03 GMT
From: gaetz@julian.uwo.ca (T. Gaetz)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Was Ray Bradbury ever a script writer?

Ray Bradbury wrote the screenplay for "Moby Dick" (1956 version starring
Gregory Peck, Orson Welles, Harry Andrews, Richard Basehart, and James
Robertson-Justice.)  This showed about a year ago on "Saturday Night at the
Movies on TV Ontario.  The host, Elwy Yost, always includes an interview or
two with people connected with the film shown; for "Moby Dick", he
interviewed the director, John Huston, and the scriptwriter, Ray Bradbury.
Bradbury relates that Huston chose him to be the scriptwriter based on
Bradbury's short story about the sea monster falling in love with the
lighthouse.

Terry Gaetz
gaetz@julian.uwo.ca

------------------------------

Date: 9 Dec 91 17:04:54 GMT
From: hinklere@sage.cc.purdue.edu (Rob Hinkle)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Was Ray Bradbury ever a script writer?

Well, he wrote the screenplay for the film version of his novel SOMETHING
WICKED THIS WAY COMES.  I believe he also penned the script for the movie
of his THE ILLUSTRATED MAN.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Dec 91 02:52:00 GMT
From: rknowles@garnet.berkeley.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Was Ray Bradbury ever a script writer?

Halliwell's Filmgoer's companion lists him as the original author on The
Beast from Twenty Thousand Fathoms, It Came From Outer Space, Farenheit
451, The Illustrated Man, Something Wicked This Way Comes and the
screenwriter on Moby Dick.

------------------------------

Date: 10 Dec 91 05:44:13 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.enet.dec.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Was Ray Bradbury ever a script writer?

ib09@rz31.rz.uni-karlsruhe.de (Thomas Koenig) writes:
>has Bradbury ever worked as a script writer for SF and horror movies
>himself?

Oh, my, yes.

>If so, what movies has he written?

Only two feature film screenplays, the first being John Huston's film
version of MOBY DICK, and the second being the 1980's film version of his
own novel SOMETHING WICKED THIS WAY COMES.

He also wrote a couple of short films in the early 60's adapting his own
stories. And he wrote about a half-dozen scripts for the 50's/60's version
of the TV series ALFRED HITCHCOCK PRESENTS, some original works, some
adapting his stories. He also adapted one of his stories as an episode of
the original TWILIGHT ZONE, and wrote an original script for the 80's
version of that show.

Last, but not least, there's a series on one of the cable-TV channels here
called THE RAY BRADBURY THEATER. Every episode is an adaptation of a
Bradbury story, and he's written all the adaptations himself.  There have
so far been over 40 episodes.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
    boyajian@ruby.enet.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Dec 91 07:08:12 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.enet.dec.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Was Ray Bradbury ever a script writer?

hinklere@sage.cc.purdue.edu (Rob Hinkle) writes:
>I believe he also penned the script for the movie of his THE ILLUSTRATED
>MAN.

Incorrect.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
    boyajian@ruby.enet.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 91 22:25:56 GMT
From: mcjunkin@hpspkla.spk.hp.com (Bart L. McJunkin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Humorous Authors

All you Pratchett fans, do not despair of slow publishers, here are a few
good omens:

Esther Friesner:

  I'm halfway through Edith Friesner's new novel _Harpy_High_.  She's done
  another superb job of entertaining me.  Her introduction of Yang as the
  Ravisher of Winsome and Complaisant Draft Animals had me snorting my
  Pepsi.  (Don't worry about the spoiler, there's plenty more.)  The
  one-liners are so good, I'm not even worried about the second half plot.

Can't wait till the work day is over.

Tom Holt:

  Also, I've recently read _Who's Afraid of Beowulf_ by Tom Holt. This is a
  great farce.  Much better than _Expecting Someone Taller_.  (Although
  there are those on the net, {Evelyn}, who think all of Tom's stuff is
  great, I found EST to be rather predictable and grey.  Perhaps I was in a
  serious mood the evening I read the first novel.)  This novel is really
  good when you picture the Monty Python cast sitting around a campfire.
  Sort of like 'Eric the Viking'.

Other:

  Does anyone know when Brian Daley will publish again?

  Does anyone else hope that Douglas Adams will go mainstream or even
  non-fiction?

Bart.
mcjunkin@hpspkla.spk.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 6 Dec 91 18:21:17 GMT
From: durrell@umaxc.weeg.uiowa.edu (Cyberpixie)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Humorous Authors

mcjunkin@hpspkla.spk.hp.com (Bart L. McJunkin) writes:
>Esther Friesner:

Somehow she's never appealed to me as much as Pratchett or Adams.  I think
it's because I'm a rather lazy reader when it comes to humor.  I get all
rattled when I see a plot and humor in the same book.  <grin>

I'd add Diana Wynn Jones (did I spell all that right?) to the list.  She's
often found in the children's section (as is Pinkwater, someone else to
watch out for).  _Archer's Goon_ is I think my favorite of hers so far.

Bryant Durrell                                    
durrell@umaxc.weeg.uiowa.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Dec 91 15:34:45 GMT
From: jlpicard@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Humorous Authors

I really don't care much for fantasy, but I picked up John DeChancie's
_Castle Perilous_ series last weekend and found it rather
amusing...requires a great deal of suspended dis-belief, but they were fun.
My favorite book in the series is _Castle War!_, which has a subplot in
which two rather unflappable golf fanatics play 18 holes on a (literally)
hellish course...they have to avoid looking at basilisks, dodge house-sized
boulders while putting, etc.

Craig Becker
Object Technology Products
craigb@ot.austin.ibm.com 

------------------------------

Date: 6 Dec 91 15:59:04 GMT
From: oconnor@vino.enet.dec.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: RE:Humorous SF

Hi,

I've been reading Who's afraid for a while now.  I keep 'losing' it due to
moving, but that's another story :-) I have to agree that it is hilarious.
I love humorous SF.  Another really funny author IMO is Craig Shaw Gardner.
His Malady of Majicks and the Ballad Wuntvor were a riot!  I finished
reading Revenge of the Fluff Bunnies and am now reading the other Sinbad
and he shows no signs of letting up.

Joe 

------------------------------

Date: 10 Dec 91 13:03:18 GMT
From: hs0sagg@gdt.bath.ac.uk (S A G Granville)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Humorous SF

If you want really funny sf try anything by Terry Pratchett, especially his
earlier work _The Clo(u)r of Magic_ and it's sequel _The Light Fantastic_

He really is remarkably funny.

hs0sagg@uk.ac.bath.gdt

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 91 00:15:45 GMT
From: richardv@solist.htsa.aha.nl (Richard Vermaas)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Wanted: SF & F databases on books and magazines

Hello readers,

A friend of mine asked me to post the message below since he has no access
to the Usenet or other network. He has compiled a database himself and is
very interested in additional information.

Replies will be appreciated. If other people are interested in a summary I
will post this.

Thank you very much for your time.

Question: SF-databases

A group of SF-enthusiasts in Holland are currently compiling a list of all
SF and Fantasy books and stories published in Dutch.  All gathered
information will of course be put in a giant database and will later be
used to produce the final book.  An electronic database will also be made
available.  I wonder if there's anything comparable available in the US or
the UK for SF in English.  I'm very much interested in hearing from people
who have information about setting up such a huge database or already have
anything comparable on disk(s).  Further I would like to find out if anyone
has been keeping up a database with for example stories, articles and
reviews published in the SF mags (either pro or fannish) like Asimov's,
Analog, F&SF, Locus, Foundation, Aboriginal, Interzone, SF Eye, New York
Review of Science Fiction and Midnight Graffiti to name but a few.

Richard Vermaas
richardv@solist.htsa.aha.nl

------------------------------
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Date: 6 Dec 91 04:54:51 GMT
From: ragnarok@cs1.bradley.edu (Matthew Lathrum)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Douglas Adams (was Re: Humorous Authors)

mcjunkin@hpspkla.spk.hp.com (Bart L. McJunkin) writes:
>  Does anyone else hope that Douglas Adams will go mainstream or even
>  non-fiction?

He has.

Read "Last Chance to See".  It's an hilarious recollection of a visit to
some exotic places by himself and his cameraman.

ragnarok@buhub.bradley.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Dec 91 16:45:59 GMT
From: janiceg@marvin.eng.sun.com (Janice Gelb)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Douglas Adams (was Re: Humorous Authors)

mcjunkin@hpspkla.spk.hp.com (Bart L. McJunkin) writes:
>  Does anyone else hope that Douglas Adams will go mainstream
>  or even non-fiction?

Douglas Adams has already gone both mainstream and non-fiction.  He has
co-authored a book on humorous definitions of British place names, and a
non-fiction travel book on the wonders of the world.  I'll try to remember
to look up the titles tonight.

Janice Gelb
(415) 336-7075     
janiceg@marvin.eng.sun.com

------------------------------

Date: 6 Dec 91 23:09:16 GMT
From: gt9863a@prism.gatech.edu (Craig Kenneth Bryant)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Douglas Adams 

The book of place-names is called The Meaning of Liff, by Douglas Adams and
John Lloyd (who helped a bit with parts of H2G2 - notably , the "The
Universe: Some Information to Help You Live in It" bit of the Guide is
mostly his). The two ascribed various definitions to names of cities,
including the town of Liff in Scotland:

Liff: A book, the contents of which are totally belied by its cover.

(Source: Don't Panic, by Neil Gaiman)

Craig Kenneth Bryant
Georgia Institute of Technology
Atlanta Georgia, 30332
uucp:	  ...!{decvax,hplabs,ncar,purdue,rutgers}!gatech!prism!gt9863a
Internet: gt9863a@prism.gatech.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 91 20:12:17 GMT
From: ken@uxc.cso.uiuc.edu (Ken Primer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Glen Cook

 Can anyone give me the names of all the books in the Black Company
Chronicles?

Ken Primer
ken@uxc.cso.uiuc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 91 19:16:38 GMT
From: atc@cs.utexas.educ (Alvin T. Campbell III)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: BUDDY HOLLY IS ALIVE AND WELL ON GANYMEDE (review)

		 BUDDY HOLLY IS ALIVE AND WELL ON GANYMEDE
			     by Bradley Denton
		      reviewed by A. T. Campbell, III

Bradley Denton is a young writer who is beginning to establish a reputation
for thoughtful science fiction with a sense of humor.  His first novel,
WRACK AND ROLL, explored how the world would have been different if rock
and roll music had been invented in the 1940's.  More recently, he
presented a rather specialized afterlife in THE CALVIN COOLIDGE HOME FOR
DEAD COMEDIANS, a novella which was a finalist for both the Hugo and Nebula
awards.  Now he has delivered a new novel which combines the strengths of
his early work with a surprising ability to write fast-paced action.  I was
hooked by the end of the first paragraph.

Here is a brief description of the setup.  Late one night, a young man in
Kansas is watching a John Wayne movie on television.  Suddenly the
broadcast is interrupted and replaced by an image of the late musician
Buddy Holly, with an extraterrestrial landscape in the background.  Holly
says that he is on the planet Ganymede, and he wants to be rescued.  What
happens next is an amazing series of events that I will leave for readers
of the book to discover.

The nature of the story is difficult to describe.  On a superficial level
it may be considered another End of The World As We Know It novel, joining
the recent crop including John Kessel's GOOD NEWS FROM OUTER SPACE and
James Morrow's ONLY BEGOTTEN DAUGHTER.  Yet it is also a crisply told
science fiction action yarn.  On another level it is a comedy of manners.
It also may be regarded as a personal reflection of a young man raised in
the culture of rock and roll.  The narrative structure is ambitious in
order to accommodate these diverse elements.  Yet the story never falters.
Denton has a wonderful ability to make us care about his characters.

I would recommend this book to lovers of humor, adventure, science fiction,
or rock and roll.  It has it all.

Author: Bradley Denton
Title: BUDDY HOLLY IS ALIVE AND WELL ON GANYMEDE
Publisher: Morrow
Date: 1991
ISBN: 0-688-10822-9
Pages: 359 pages
Price: $22.00

A. T. Campbell, III
CS Department, University of Texas
atc@cs.utexas.edu
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Date: 13 Dec 91 04:07:52 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Emperor and Clown (Mild Spoilers)

As a tetralogy, I enjoyed Duncan's "A Man of His Word" greatly.  It was
better than his "Seventh Sword" - itself a good trilogy.  But "Emperor and
Clown", the last book in this tetralogy, was disappointing.  The author
wrote himself into a corner, and didn't do a good job of writing himself
out again.

It was obviously in the cards, from the beginning of the series, that Rap
would acquire four words and become a sorcerer - and the way the previous
book, Perilous Seas, ended left little alternative, if there was going to
*be* a story.  In terms of this fantasy world, a sorcerer is, for most
intents and purposes, omnipotent.  So once Rap becomes a sorcerer, it's
hard to write a story that's much more than a triumphal procession.  Which
is dull.

To prevent it from being *too* dull, the book is padded with a couple of
thoroughly ridiculous and implausible problems.  Which get solved
farcically.

It's too bad.  The book could have been much better had the author made
some more workable (from a writing standpoint) assumptions about how the
words work.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 14 Dec 91 00:19:33 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: WORDS in Emperor and Clown (Major Spoilers)

I'm not sure how carefully Duncan thought this through.  Some comments:

1. A fifth word seems like too convenient a way to assassinate a sorcerer.
   Given that the wardens have votaries - essentially spell-bound slaves
   with words of their own - such assassinations should not be that
   difficult to engineer.  We were given no reason to suspect the routine
   employment of the sort of precautions that would prevent them.

2. The benefits of two word-owners sharing their words far outweighs the
   disadvantages of 'diluting' the words: The former is a change in kind;
   the latter is a reduction in strength.  The main factor preventing such
   sharing (aside from the words' inate secretiveness) is
   prisoners'-dilemma-brand suspicion: Whoever goes first is at the mercy
   of the other.  Still, the benefits are so great that it is surprising
   that there aren't a lot more sorcerers (or pairs of sorcerers) around.
   (It doesn't appear to be the case that the wardens routinely destroy
   independent sorcerers who stay out of their way.)

3. The role of the gods in this story seems contrived and improbable.  If
   they're so anxious for recruits (and why would they be?) there are a lot
   of simpler ways to acquire them - Find loving couples and put them in
   the way of the necessary words.  Generally speaking, the nature of the
   gods was an unnecessary and unappealing way to add last-minute
   complications to the story.

4. The suggested nature of the words is that they prefer to be known, but
   not by many people.  The optimal balance between dilution and the risk
   of being forgotten appears to be two owners.  I find the notion of the
   words being "temporarily stunned" implausible.  If their dilution makes
   them cease to be magically memorable then those who heard them would
   start to forget them, until such time as only a small number of people
   still retained them or everyone would forget them.

5. Destroying four words appears to have been overkill.  Either the scheme
   wouldn't work at all or destroying a single word would have sufficed.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Dec 91 05:03:10 GMT
From: gquy@vax5.cit.cornell.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: WORDS in Emperor and Clown (Major Spoilers)

dani@netcom.COM (Dani Zweig) writes:
> 2. The benefits of two word-owners sharing their words far outweighs the
>    disadvantages of 'diluting' the words: The former is a change in kind;
>    the latter is a reduction in strength.  The main factor preventing
>    such sharing (aside from the words' inate secretiveness) is
>    prisoners'-dilemma-brand suspicion: Whoever goes first is at the mercy
>    of the other.  Still, the benefits are so great that it is surprising
>    that there aren't a lot more sorcerers (or pairs of sorcerers) around.
>    (It doesn't appear to be the case that the wardens routinely destroy
>    independent sorcerers who stay out of their way.)

I agree with most of your other points.  However, there are a lot of
sorcerers running around.  The thing is that they don't consist of sorcerer
pairs, but sorcerer plus votaries - in general Wardens plus their votaries.

It is indeed the case that the wardens routinely destroyed other socerer's
and took their words - with the number of overall words being controlled,
i.e.  number of votaries, being the main source of power among the wardens.
Hence, the warden of the West's control of the Faeries making him the most
powerful.

Why don't random adepts get together and become sorcerer's?  One is the
scarcity of words - random word possessor's can't locate each other (look
at Saghorn's difficulties).  Until you are Sorcerer and can read the
ambience, it is very difficult to locate other words.  And you will usually
get caught before than by one of the Wardens, or his votaries.

If you have a word the choice was either lay low and hope the Wardens don't
enslave you, or try to find four words and become a warden yourself.

SEH

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 91 19:32:15 GMT
From: flee@cs.psu.edu (Felix Lee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: WORDS in Emperor and Clown (Major Spoilers)

Dani Zweig writes:
> A fifth word seems like too convenient a way to assassinate a sorcerer.

Given the nature of sorcerers, it would take extraordinary circumstances to
attempt anything in their presence without their anticipating and reacting
to it.

> The benefits of two word-owners sharing their words far outweighs the
> disadvantages of 'diluting' the words:

It is a prisoner's dilemma, but not repeated.  Cooperation evolves under
repeated trials.  Given a maximum of four words, there's little incentive
to stick to any mutual exchange agreement.  And there are good reasons to
hide your words.  The first problem is finding someone who knows a word,
that's not one you already know.  Sagorn and co.'s years of fruitless,
dedicated quest is more typical than Rap's (arranged) stumbling into words
everywhere he goes.

> Generally speaking, the nature of the gods was an unnecessary and
> unappealing way to add last-minute complications to the story.

I don't think it was a last-minute complication.  It seemed clear to me
this was intended from the start, and I anticipated part of it early on.
The gods were the reason for the elaborate setup in the four books.  The
mating between setup and resolution may have been less than perfect, but
it's not arbitrary.

> I find the notion of the words being "temporarily stunned" implausible.

Yes, this was a strange twist added by the epilogue.  This does feel
somewhat tacked on.  Perhaps it's part of a setup to the next series, and
perhaps it will be elaborated upon later.  Rap's explanation may be wrong.
Without better knowledge of the nature of words, not just their effects,
it's difficult to say.

Felix Lee
flee@cs.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 91 02:06:33 GMT
From: goodnuff@dew.princeton.edu (David W. Goodnuff)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: WORDS in Emperor and Clown (Major Spoilers)

dani@netcom.COM (Dani Zweig) writes:
> I'm not sure how carefully Duncan thought this through.  Some comments:
> 
> 1. A fifth word seems like too convenient a way to assassinate a
>    sorcerer.  Given that the wardens have votaries - essentially
>    spell-bound slaves with words of their own - such assassinations
>    should not be that difficult to engineer.  We were given no reason to
>    suspect the routine employment of the sort of precautions that would
>    prevent them.

Consider how difficult it is for someone to actually tell their word to
another, they can only do it in extreme circumstances (i.e. danger, etc.)
or with actual physical pain.

> 2. The benefits of two word-owners sharing their words far outweighs the
>    disadvantages of 'diluting' the words: The former is a change in kind;
>    the latter is a reduction in strength.  The main factor preventing
>    such sharing (aside from the words' inate secretiveness) is
>    prisoners'-dilemma-brand suspicion: Whoever goes first is at the mercy
>    of the other.  Still, the benefits are so great that it is surprising
>    that there aren't a lot more sorcerers (or pairs of sorcerers) around.
>    (It doesn't appear to be the case that the wardens routinely destroy
>    independent sorcerers who stay out of their way.)

When playing with magic, its very seldom anyone will trust another, as soon
as one person is a sorceror, he is at such an advantage that a good amount
of people would take advantage of the other.  Also if you kill the person
you shared with, your power increases.

> 3. The role of the gods in this story seems contrived and improbable.  If
>    they're so anxious for recruits (and why would they be?) there are a
>    lot of simpler ways to acquire them - find loving couples and put
>    them in the way of the necessary words.  Generally speaking, the
>    nature of the gods was an unnecessary and unappealing way to add
>    last-minute complications to the story.

It stated that they didn't want just any couple, only the select few who
were in love and cared for others, etc. implying only people good at heart.

> 4. The suggested nature of the words is that they prefer to be known, but
>    not by many people.  The optimal balance between dilution and the risk
>    of being forgotten appears to be two owners.  I find the notion of the
>    words being "temporarily stunned" implausible.  If their dilution
>    makes them cease to be magically memorable then those who heard them
>    would start to forget them, until such time as only a small number of
>    people still retained them or everyone would forget them.

Again, many words just are not shared or are only shared with a few people.
Also many people are killed for their words without divulging them.

David Goodnuff
goodnuff@phoenix.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Dec 91 07:59:11 GMT
From: JOKHC@cunyvm.bitnet (Joshua Kronengold)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Esther Friesner 

Anyone read Unicorn U. yet?

Joshua Kronengold
JOKHC@CUNYVM.cuny.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Dec 91 07:38:59 GMT
From: JOKHC@cunyvm.bitnet (Joshua Kronengold)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Unicorn U.

> Anyone read Unicorn U. yet?

Yup! Just finished it! (well, I hadn't started it when I posted the
original article.  Personally, I thought that while it had quite a few good
jokes, it wasn't up to the standards of the previous two, mostly because of
the ending.  (either you read the book and agreed with me, disagreed with
me, or didn't read the book so I'm not going to give reasons (though I have
them, of course)).  Really nice short-short epilogue, though.

Joshua Kronengold
JOKHC@CUNYVM.cuny.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 91 18:42:04 GMT
From: rodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu (Rick Odeen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Difference Engine in paperback?

Does anyone know when "The Difference Engine" by William Gibson is due out
in paperback?

Thanks.

Rick Odeen
Nutrition Coordinating Center
University of Minnesota                           
+1 612 627 4884
...!rutgers!umn-cs!buddha!rodeen
rodeen@buddha.ncc.umn.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 91 20:00:03 GMT
From: cwh@ecl.psu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Any Hardcore Dune Fans?

Who out there is a hardcore Dune fan?

When I say hardcore, I include things like:

 - owning the Avalon Hill Dune game
 - owning The Dune Encyclopedia
 - thinking that David Lynch's Dune film was "pretty good" (even
   though, cinematically speaking, it was awful)
 - basically having read all six Dune books at least once
   through, liking them, and presumably reading them 
   at least once more through
   (etc.)

I would like to find a few dedicated fans like myself to discuss the book
series with.

Please respond to:

Chris
cwh@ecl.psu.edu

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		 Books - Dick (12 msgs) & Elgin (2 msgs) &
                         Horwood & Lafferty (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 12 Dec 91 12:31:02 GMT
From: chotchki@cs.strath.ac.uk (Colin Hotchkiss IE4)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Philip K. Dick

I've been reading all these items about Hogan, Cyberpunk et al., but nobody
ever seems to mention Philip K. Dick, in my opinion, the greatest Cyberpunk
author of all. There are many of his books which could "be made into films"
(e.g. Bladerunner and Total Recall), not least of which are

   "The Ganymede Takeover"
   "The Game Players of Titan"
   "Deus Irae"

I'd like to hear from any other *fans* (I hate that word), especially
regarding the biographies.

Colin Hotchkiss

------------------------------

Date: 13 Dec 91 01:21:09 GMT
From: fitz@wang.com (Tom Fitzgerald)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Philip K. Dick

chotchki@cs.strath.ac.uk (Colin Hotchkiss) writes:
> nobody ever seems to mention Philip K. Dick, in my opinion, the greatest
> Cyberpunk author of all.

Cyberpunk?  That's not what I'd call it.  It's depressing and dystopic, but
generally pretty low-tech.  And it's not as much an attack on society as it
is an attack on reality.

> I'd like to hear from any other *fans* (I hate that word), especially
> regarding the biographies.

If you're interested, there's a PKD mailing list administered from here.
Subscription requests to <pkd-list-request@wang.com>.

Tom Fitzgerald
Wang Labs
Lowell MA, USA
1-508-967-5278   
...!uunet!wang!fitz
fitz@wang.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Dec 91 00:51:01 GMT
From: seth@alchemy.tn.cornell.edu (Seth Cohn)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Philip K. Dick

chotchki@cs.strath.ac.uk (Colin Hotchkiss IE4) writes:
>I've been reading all these items about Hogan, Cyberpunk et al., but
>nobody ever seems to mention Philip K. Dick, in my opinion, the greatest
>Cyberpunk author of all. There are many of his books which could "be made
>into films" (e.g. Bladerunner and Total Recall), not

Yup, you BETTER QUOTE THAT term.  They were RAVAGED into films.

>least of which are    
>
>   "The Ganymede Takeover"
>   "The Game Players of Titan"
>   "Deus Irae"

Deus Irae is one of his worst.  Game players is NOT filmable, it's far too
obscure an ending or plot.

A few filmable ones are Cosmic puppets, VALIS (that IS one I'd like to see,
if the RIGHT people made it) and Time out of Joint.  Imagine Time made by
Spielberg with ILM effects as the soda stand turns into the piece of paper
saying "Soda stand" that WOULD be great.

Seth

------------------------------

Date: 12 Dec 91 18:02:25 GMT
From: rcj@caen.engin.umich.edu (R o d Johnson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Philip K. Dick

chotchki@cs.strath.ac.uk (Colin Hotchkiss IE4) writes:

>I've been reading all these items about Hogan, Cyberpunk et al., but
>nobody ever seems to mention Philip K. Dick, in my opinion, the greatest
>Cyberpunk author of all. There are many of his books which could "be made
>into films" (e.g. Bladerunner and Total Recall), not least of which are
>
>   "The Ganymede Takeover"
>   "The Game Players of Titan"
>   "Deus Irae"

Boy, I'd say that these three titles are close to Phil's "least" (maybe
"Vulcan's Hammer" or "The Cosmic Puppets" are leaster).  Two of them, in
fact, aren't even totally Phil, but collaborations with Roger Zelazny and
Ray Wilson.  If you want to recommend PKD, at least recommend his *good*
stuff.

As for the "cyberpunk" charge, I've never understood why people want to
affix that particular label to PKD.  His use of things cyber always struck
me as rather minimal.  There were always robots and talking toasters and so
on, but Phil was never really interested in the hardware, just in what they
allowed him to say about humanity, kindness, and other Dickian themes.
Phil's quite far from Gibson and Sterling in many respects.  (We're talking
about the *books* here, not the bogus action-cliche movies that were
committed in his name.  "Total Recall" is about as un-PKDlike as it's
possible to get, in my opinion.)

Rod Johnson
rcj@caen.engin.umich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Dec 91 15:47:27 GMT
From: mathew@mantis.co.uk (en font terrible)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Philip K. Dick

Well, I'm about 80% of the way through reading the complete works of Philip
K. Dick.  Basically, I have a few novels left to read.

If I were to pick Dick stories to make into screenplays, I think I'd take
"Ubik" and "The Three Stigmata of Palmer Eldritch".

> I'd like to hear from any other *fans* (I hate that word), especially
> regarding the biographies.

I've read "Only Apparently Real" and "Divine Invasions", plus another book
of interviews the name of which escapes me.  I think they're all worth
reading :-)

Mathew

------------------------------

Date: 16 Dec 91 14:59:47 GMT
From: mathew@mantis.co.uk (en font terrible)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Philip K. Dick

seth@alchemy.tn.cornell.edu (Seth Cohn) writes:
> A few filmable ones are Cosmic puppets, VALIS (that IS one I'd like to
> see, if the RIGHT people made it)

I can't see how you could get a coherent film out of VALIS.  I can almost
imagine the reviews already:

"A bunch of Californian flakes spend hours talking to each other about
their psychological problems, go to a movie, then set off in search of God
- - a trip which builds to a stupendous anti-climax."

It's a great book, but I can't see it working as a movie.

Mathew

------------------------------

Date: 16 Dec 91 19:54:32 GMT
From: tchua@soda.berkeley.edu (Terence Chua)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Philip K. Dick

I would like to see the following PKD done as movies:

1) A SCANNER DARKLY
2) THE MAN IN THE HIGH CASTLE
3) THE THREE STIGMATA OF PALMER ELDRITCH
4) THE TRANSMIGRATION OF TIMOTHY ARCHER

I saw a dramatic reading of Tim Archer done at the PKD weekend in October
held in Epping Forest College on the outskirts of London - not bad at
all but it's probably too slow moving for a movie. Maybe a TV movie or
something. But the first three have real potential, IMHO.

What about PKD's other mainstream stuff? 

Anybody read IN PURSUIT OF VALIS by Larry Sutin yet?

Terence

------------------------------

Date: 16 Dec 91 22:03:07 GMT
From: rcj@caen.engin.umich.edu (R o d Johnson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Philip K. Dick

seth@alchemy.tn.cornell.edu (Seth Cohn) writes:
>tchua@soda.berkeley.edu (Terence Chua) writes:

[PKD films that might make good movies]

>>1) A SCANNER DARKLY
>
>Indeed this would make a good film.  Imagine the camouflage suit done with
>good F/X though the main point of the split personality might get lost.

And this, in a nutshell, is why PKD always gets raped when his works are
made into films.  Someone suggests making "A Scanner Darkly" into a film
and the SF fan says "imagine the camouflage suit done with good F/X".

UGH.

The suit is such a small thing in "Scanner".  It's just a device that
allows PKD to get into his "stranger to himself" theme, which might make an
interesting and valuable movie.  But the Hollyweird contingent has to throw
in some chase scenes to placate the action-film fans and some really k00l
"F/X" to placate the SF fans and before you know it you've got Steven Segal
as Bob Arctor and the whole thing has just gone to hell.

>>2) THE MAN IN THE HIGH CASTLE
>Um, maybe. Real hard to pull off parallel worlds in a movie.

This would be *easy* to film, at least until we had to start paying for
chase scenes and Jean-Claude Van Damme and really k00l "F/X" for the
parallel world scenes.  Except for that, it's mostly just sympathetic,
recognizable characters talking and relating to one another.  But how would
you pull in the SF fans?  No "F/X".  

>>3) THE THREE STIGMATA OF PALMER ELDRITCH
>
>Um, even MORE hard to do. Not likely.

This is the only film on this list that really *needs* more than a tiny
amout of SF filmmaking wizardry, but I don't see why it would be that
difficult to film.  Mars, Chew-Z, a hallucination here or there.  Nothing
that hasn't been done by, say, David Lynch.

>>4) THE TRANSMIGRATION OF TIMOTHY ARCHER
>maybe this one, but it would come off more like the life story of James
>Pike (which might not be bad at all)

Could be.  Not very cinematic.

>>What about PKD's other mainstream stuff? 
>
>His MAINSTREAM or his SF?  I would hate to see Confessions of a Crap
>Artist made into a movie..

Why?

>>Anybody read IN PURSUIT OF VALIS by Larry Sutin yet?

It's not really *by* Sutin, it's just selected by him.  It's BY PKD.

>READ it?  I posted about it, and nobody made any remarks.

Maybe because nobody's READ it yet.  Read *then* post, that's my rule.

Rod Johnson
rcj@caen.engin.umich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Dec 91 20:33:07 GMT
From: tchua@soda.berkeley.edu (Terence Chua)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Philip K. Dick

Hate to break the bad news, but Crap Artist IS being made into a film - in
France, no less (can't remember the director). Paul Williams told the crowd
at the PKD weekend about it - it's into its shooting stage now.

But of all those I suggested, I would think the easiest to do would be
SCANNER DARKLY or HIGH CASTLE. Imagine the sets of a Nazi-ruled world, with
Germanic futurism ala Fritz Lang's METROPOLIS, mixed with the Japan
dominated commercialism like that seen in BLADE RUNNER...

Terence

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 91 03:39:57 GMT
From: AUTZC@asuacad.bitnet
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Philip K. Dick

Christmas break is about two days away; I've about one week with nothing to
do in the break.  So, does anybody know any good books by Philip K. Dick to
pass the time?  Heard a lot good things about PKD but never had time to
read him.

Merry Xmas and happy New Years,

Thomas Qwing

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 91 16:29:49 GMT
From: write@eff.org (Glen Cox)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Philip K. Dick

Thomas Qwing writes:
>Christmas break is about two days away; I've about one week with nothing
>to do in the break.  So, does anybody know any good books by Philip K.
>Dick to pass the time?  Heard a lot good things about PKD but never had
>time to read him.

My personal favorites, and books that I think will be well received by a
newcomer to PKD, are UBIK and THE THREE STIGMATA OF PALMER ELDRITCH.

Some people are going to suggest THE MAN IN THE HIGH CASTLE, almost always
because it won the Hugo award and thus considered "good."  While I'll agree
that MAN is not "bad," it was the first PKD book that I ever read and was
responsible for me not reading another of his books for several years.  THE
MAN IN THE HIGH CASTLE is a well-done, subtle work and rewards those
familiar with PKD's work more than the newcomer, IMHO.

Glen E. Cox
write@eff.org

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 91 18:27:25 GMT
From: pepke@ds1.scri.fsu.edu (Eric Pepke)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Philip K. Dick

write@eff.org (Glen Cox) writes:
>THE MAN IN THE HIGH CASTLE is a well-done, subtle work and rewards those
>familiar with PKD's work more than the newcomer, IMHO.

What a gentle way of putting it!

Anyway, I would recommend:

Ubik
Flow My Tears, the Policemen Said
Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?
Martian Time-Slip

If you don't mind getting really depressed, you might try:

Through a Scanner Darkly
Maze of Death

The former isn't really science fiction.  Some people don't like the
latter, but I did.

If you want something a little lighter, try:

Clans of the Alphane Moon
Eye in the Sky

or any of the collected short story volumes.

EMP

------------------------------

Date: 6 Dec 91 04:45:03 GMT
From: zed@silver.lcs.mit.edu (Zed)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Suzette Haden Elgin books

_Native Tongue_ is a pretty nifty book - more neat ideas than a novel
twice its length should hope for. The characters weren't all that deep, and
I found the prose pretty lackluster, but it had ideas enough to carry it.

_The Judas Rose_, on the other hand is terrible. Not good. Bad. Go around.
It's 500 pages in search of a story. And unlike _NT_, the ideas can't carry
it; there were only a couple of new ones and they were fairly obvious
ramifications of the things in _NT_.

I read in Locus recently that she's contracted to write a third in the
series. Given how split I was on the first two, I don't know whether to
look forward to this.

As for her treatment of men, well, she certainly didn't go out of her way
to portray them sympathetically, but I didn't find she was being unfair in
any way, as a previous poster thought. They had, after all, been brought up
in this sexist society.

One thing I found pretty interesting was when one of the elder female
characters, I forget in which book, said something to the effect of
"Understand them? No, I may have learned how to anticipate them pretty well
over the years, but I can't claim that I have ever understood men." It
seemed to me that Elgin was speaking through the character, and that she
would say this seemed pretty remarkable given that I didn't think she
misrepresented her male characters. The statement implicitly defines
understanding to be something different from predictability, and what I
guess is meant is an ability to sympathize.

Judas Rose spoiler: (which I find rather redundant)

There was one instance in which I can say I was outright offended, though.
In the end of _Judas Rose_ (it was the final passage, but "conclusion"
would far too dignify the affair), an alien observer (hence purportedly
objective) writes in a report on the human race that just as individual
women mature more quickly than individual men, so have women in general
matured faster than men in general, and are perfectly cooperative and
peaceful. In defense of men, some have realized that their aggressive ways
are counter-productive and were working to improve.

Yeah, Margaret Thatcher sure could teach Mohandas Gandhi a thing or two
about non-aggression.

zed@silver.lcs.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Dec 91 16:50:42 GMT
From: lwalsh@uxh.cso.uiuc.edu (Laura Lynn Walsh)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Suzette Haden Elgin books

zed@silver.lcs.mit.edu (Zed) writes:
>_The Judas Rose_, on the other hand is terrible. Not good. Bad. Go around.
>It's 500 pages in search of a story. And unlike _NT_, the ideas can't
>carry it; there were only a couple of new ones and they were fairly
>obvious ramifications of the things in _NT_.

I read _The Judas Rose_ first - a friend gave it to me and I liked it, but
now that I have read Native Tongue, I would agree that it is definitely the
better of the two.

>I read in Locus recently that she's contracted to write a third in the
>series. Given how split I was on the first two, I don't know whether to
>look forward to this.

I look forward to the third book, if there is one, although I think the
resolution will be difficult.

>As for her treatment of men, well, she certainly didn't go out of her way
>to portray them sympathetically, but I didn't find she was being unfair in
>any way, as a previous poster thought. They had, after all, been brought
>up in this sexist society.
>
>One thing I found pretty interesting was when one of the elder female
>characters, I forget in which book, said something to the effect of
>"Understand them? No, I may have learned how to anticipate them pretty
>well over the years, but I can't claim that I have ever understood men."
>It seemed to me that Elgin was speaking through the character, and that
>she would say this seemed pretty remarkable given that I didn't think she
>misrepresented her male characters. The statement implicitly defines
>understanding to be something different from predictability, and what I
>guess is meant is an ability to sympathize.

Exactly.  I find it often difficult to understand why men have the
priorities, feelings, and opinions they do (even my husband), but I am very
good at predicting exactly how they (he) will feel about something.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 91 04:51:04 GMT
From: flee@cs.psu.edu (Felix Lee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: sequels to Duncton Wood / William Horwood

I just found a reference in a bibliography to two sequels to William
Horwood's Duncton Wood: Duncton Quest (1988), which I've heard of, and
Duncton Found (1989), which I haven't.

Has anyone read these?  They don't seem to be available in the USA.  What
are they like?

Felix Lee
flee@cs.psu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 91 02:55:48 GMT
From: wallmann@zuse.pu.informatik.th-darmstadt.de (Natuerlich!)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: R.A. Lafferty

I am a big-time fan of R.A. Lafferty books. I have read 999 grandmothers
and Astrobe and this wild Ulysses spoof. And I need more!  Does anyone know
where to find any other R.A. Lafferty stories, which are mostly short
stories ? The market in Germany here doesn't give much.
 
R.A. Lafferty is for me in literature, what Dali is in painting.

wallmann@backus.pu.informatik.th-darmstadt.de

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 91 17:02:24 GMT
From: williams@herky.cs.uiowa.edu (Kent Williams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: R.A. Lafferty

He is a master, for sure.  Robert Sheckley is another in this general
group.  My favorite Lafferty book is 'Arrive at Easterwine' which is
probably out of print.  It is about an intelligent computer's childhood.

Kent Williams
williams@cs.uiowa.edu 

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	    Magazines - Death of the SF Short Story? (5 msgs) &
                        Fantasy & Science Fiction Magazine

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 91 00:09:47 GMT
From: melko@caen.engin.umich.edu (Paul J Melko Jr)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Death of the SF Short Story?

   Just the other day I received the Sept.-Dec. 1991 issue of Aboriginal
Science Fiction.  This was odd since it is a bimonthly.  Reading Charles
Ryan's editorial, I see that AboSF has been having a hard time as the
smallest of the big fish.  To make the whole venture more viable, AboSF is
now being published by a non-profit organization.  My first thought: this
is the first step to belly-up.

   Charles Ryan bluntly lists the reasons for this, blaming the cheaper
prices of the bigger magazines, the use of discount subscription services
by the bigger magazines, discrimination in bulk mailing laws against little
publications, and the domination of the two Davis publications in the area
of advertisement.  (Mr. Ryan pulls no punches.)

   For some reason, this little business move bothers me.  I get this itchy
feeling in back of my neck, as if this may be a sign of things to come.
Perhaps it's just the result of the invisible depression.  I'm too young to
know if these things go in trends.

   Has the number of science fiction magazines fluctuated greatly over the
years?  Has the number of publications that deal in short stories risen or
fallen?  Will the bigger magazines be soon to follow with fewer issues and
cost-cutting?  Is this the end of the science fiction short story?  (All
right.  I am over-reacting a bit.)

   As an avid reader and a would-be writer, I hate to see the end of a good
magazine.  AboSF is one of the two publications that I sunscribe to, and it
is one of the first that I send any submissions to.  Is the end of this
magazine just around the corner?

   I'm probably making a mountain out of a molehill.  Even so this turn of
events bothers me.  Any comments?

Paul J. Melko
melko@caen.engin.umich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 91 06:45:35 GMT
From: seawasp@pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Death of the SF Short Story?

melko@caen.engin.umich.edu (Paul J Melko Jr) writes:
>   Just the other day I received the Sept.-Dec. 1991 issue of Aboriginal
>Science Fiction.  This was odd since it is a bimonthly.  Reading Charles
>Ryan's editorial, I see that AboSF has been having a hard time as the
>smallest of the big fish.  To make the whole venture more viable, AboSF is
>now being published by a non-profit organization.  My first thought: this
>is the first step to belly-up.

[lots about the apparent fading of the magazine deleted]

>   I'm probably making a mountain out of a molehill.  Even so this turn of
>events bothers me.  Any comments?

   To be honest, I've been surprised that the magazines have lasted as long
as they have.

   I don't mind short stories. I have tons of anthologies around that
contain some marvelous work. But after a few short flirtations with the
mags, I gave up on them. Why?

   Most of the stories were boring, annoying, or straight dreck. For my
subscription fee I got less worthwhile reading than I would have from half
that price in novels and I can control which novel I buy, while I have
essentially no control over what the magazine publishes. If I purchase a
book I am virtually guaranteed a good read, worthy of keeping for years.
Subscribe to a magazine and you're entering a lottery. One with more payoff
than the state ones, true, but still overall a losing proposition.

   As a would-be writer myself, I won't notice the passage of most of the
magazines anyway. I have never been able to write anything of the standard
short story length, and none of the magazines I have located in the
Writer's Market accept my shorter fiction length (12-16,000 words); it's
too long for a short and too short for a novelette, so they don't have any
use for it. The rest of my production is entirely in the novel range.

   It will be a shame in a way if the magazines fade away; I know several
writers whose best stuff is in the shorts. But I can't pretend that I'll
notice it until the anthologies start getting scarcer.

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 91 14:50:18 GMT
From: jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com (Jim Mann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Death of the SF Short Story?

melko@caen.engin.umich.edu (Paul J Melko Jr) writes:
>    Has the number of science fiction magazines fluctuated greatly over
> the years?  Has the number of publications that deal in short stories
> risen or fallen?  Will the bigger magazines be soon to follow with fewer
> issues and cost-cutting?  Is this the end of the science fiction short
> story?  (All right.  I am over-reacting a bit.)

It has fluctuated a lot over the years, though we are at a low point on the
curve right now: 3 major magazines (Asimov's, Analog, F&SF), and a handful
of smaller ones (Amazing, Aboriginal, Interzone, etc.) There were far more
in the 30s through the 50s.

However, at least some of this is compensated for by the anthology market,
which did not exist by and large when the magazines were thriving.

>    As an avid reader and a would-be writer, I hate to see the end of a
> good magazine.  AboSF is one of the two publications that I sunscribe to,
> and it is one of the first that I send any submissions to.  Is the end of
> this magazine just around the corner?

I don't think so. The editor (Charles Ryan) is extemely dedicated and
interested in seeing it continue. My feeling (and my hope) is that it will.

Jim Mann                                       
Stratus Computer
jmann@vineland.pubs.stratus.com 

------------------------------

Date: 4 Dec 91 22:13:58 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Death of the SF Short Story?

melko@caen.engin.umich.edu (Paul J Melko Jr) writes:
>I see that AboSF has been having a hard time as the smallest of the big
>fish.  To make the whole venture more viable, AboSF is now being published
>by a non-profit organization.

Biggest of the small fish is more like it. 

Much as I like Charlie and AbSF, he's an under-financed magazine that has
tried to play with the people with much better funding. That he's still
alive is a measure of his tenacity and his inventiveness, but he isn't, and
never has been, a big fish.

>My first thought: this is the first step to belly-up.

Nope. This is the last step to keep from going belly-up. Last in a long
series of steps. Anyone else remember when Abo (as it was called in it's
less politically correct days) was full glossy and full four color?

(Lest anyone think this is sour grapes: I've been a subscriber since issue
1, and will be a subscriber as long as it exists, because I think it's
important that magazines like AbSF be supported and given a chance to
thrive and succeed. But AbSF was a very risky thing at the beginning, and
many of the things Charlie tried to make it succeed simply haven't worked,
or haven't worked as well as hoped, so the zine has always been a marginal
business).

>   Charles Ryan bluntly lists the reasons for this, blaming the cheaper
>prices of the bigger magazines, the use of discount subscription services
>by the bigger magazines, discrimination in bulk mailing laws against
>little publications, and the domination of the two Davis publications in
>the area of advertisement.  (Mr. Ryan pulls no punches.)

All of which is true. All of which is somewhat beside the point - these
were all true BEFORE he started AbSF, and the realities of magazine
publishing haven't changed that significantly. It's an expensive, risky
business that cost big businesses lots and lots of bucks on
well-researched, heavily marketed failures. Into this walks Ryan, very
poorly financed but with some good ideas, some of which worked, some
didn't, and some which might have worked if he hadn't run right into a
series of outside issues not under his control (one, a major explosion in
the number of maazine titles, which made getting into distributors and onto
newstands tough - newstand circulation was an early goal of AbSF; two, a
significant tightening of the ad budgets of the primary advertisers in
magazines like AbSF: publishers.  There simply aren't enough dollars to
spread around, even for as few magazines as there are in SF. Given a choice
between buying an ad in Locus, Analog or AbSF, AbSF loses unless the budget
stretches far enough; three, printing and especially postage costs have
gone up much more than people had projected).

>   For some reason, this little business move bothers me.  I get this
>itchy feeling in back of my neck, as if this may be a sign of things to
>come.

Probably not. AbSF, for all its hopes, was at best marginally viable.

Charlie's comments frankly smack a lot like the guy who bought a Taurus at
the dealership, tried to race the Indy 500, and then complained because all
the other folks who spent lots more money got the corporate sponsorships
and the winnings. I understand his frustrations, but I think he tried to
grow too fast with far too little cash to handle the inevitable returns,
and depeneded too much on ad revenue in a time when ads were not only flat,
they were rapidly receding.

At that, I hope he works things out. This lets him get his postage costs
under control, which is a major chunk of change. That should give him some
breathing room. What I really think he needs to find is a keeper, similar
to what SF Review did - someone with the cash and willingness to put it on
the newstands, eat the returns and give it 18 months to find enough
audience to survive. (On the other hand, now that I think about it, the new
SF Review will make it that much harder, since it will also be doing
fiction and if they can actually publish on schedule and get onto the
newstand, it'll be another magnet for those missing ad dollars...)

>   Has the number of science fiction magazines fluctuated greatly over the
>years?  Has the number of publications that deal in short stories risen or
>fallen?

It's cycled greatly. The last major extinctions were caused by paper
shortages in the 70s. The last magazine to successfully be created and
survive in the SF field was Asimov's, but the field of battle is littered
by the reimains of many that didn't, whether it's Vertex or Asimov's
Adventure Magazine.

>Will the bigger magazines be soon to follow with fewer issues and
>cost-cutting?  Is this the end of the science fiction short story?  (All
>right.  I am over-reacting a bit.)

The big zines are already reacting to the new postal rates. F&SF had a
combined issue, primarily because it's a lot cheaper to mail a really thick
issue than two thinner issues. From what I can tell, reader feedback was
pretty negative, so it's likely that subscription rates will be adjusted in
the future rather than continuing that trend.

I don't think the sky is falling, though. Not by a long shot.

There are two things of note going on in the SF market right now that are
tangentally attached to AbSF:

1) The major magazines (Analog, Asimov's, F&SF) are all basically stagnated
and using packaging and designs based in the 1950s. Their current
readership is consistent but their demographics are aging and they aren't
attracting the new generations of readers that are needed for them to stay
viable. They're comfortable old shoes (even Asimov's with Gardner's
interest in unusual and innovative fiction - if you can't convince a reader
to pick you up in the first place, they'll never see the neat stuff inside,
and the packaging just isn't competitive on a newstand). They attract the
known audience, but they don't really reach out to the potential audiences.

2) There are a number of people convinced that there IS a major audience
out there, if they can only find it. Charlie Ryan tried but didn't have the
funding he needed. SF Review is trying. TSR is giving it a go, which is the
basis for the new!improved!Amazing design (I am, to make it clear, not
speaking from inside knowledge - I write for them, but that's it. But it's
clear that if the only thing they were looking for was their chunk of the
100,000 readers of the big three, it could have been done a lot cheaper by
keeping the digest size and printing costs). These are the folks who see
the hundreds of thousands of book readers who don't read magazines, the
200,000 Dragon readers, the 2,000,000 Omni readers, and realize that if the
right package is put together, they can get a chunk of those people to read
the magazine, AND get a chunk of the core group that readers the big three
as well. (The Amazing makeover is, I think, just the first of these. Dean
Smith of Pulphouse told me that there are going to be changes at F&SF as
well to get it out of stodgy mode, but I don't know when or what).

I believe we may be on the edge of a new wave of fiction magazines. I think
a properly targeted magazine with good funding, distribution and marketing
could build up a circulation of 250,000 without major gyrations. The
existing magazines won't do it without a major makeover, which will be hard
for them to do - it's not a conservative decision and these are
conservative times. Ad revenues are going to stay way down for the
forseeable future (don't expect better ad budgets in 1992 at all, and
probably not the first half of 1993), which will hurt. To survive and
succeed requires deep pockets and a willingness to take some upfront losses
for long-term gains and market share.

This is the track Amazing seems to be on. You NEED a committed TSR to fund
it for the 18 months or two years needed to build circulation. As TSR
continues to improve distribution, it'll build circulation, and at some
poit it'll be self-sufficient (or TSR will pull the plug and downscale it).
SF Review seems to be taking the same tack - it's too early to tell if
Elton and his backers have the background and fortitude to make it work and
keep it going through the next couple of years. Charlie's given it a great
shot, but I don't think he's going to do anything beyond hanging on for a
while longer with his current setup. That's better than going away
completely, but he needs serious funding to do what he wants to do. This is
a holding action.

>Is the end of this magazine just around the corner?

Nah. What you're seeing is what happens when someone who's motivation
outstrips his funding reaches the end of the road.

You may also be right on the edge of the birth of a new generation of
magazines, with the Amazing's and the SFR's and their cohorts. Or maybe
they've all misjudged the market and it's a waste of time, but it's good to
see someone giving it a shot.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 91 01:21:16 GMT
From: cs169095@cs.brown.edu (Eric Marin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Death of the SF Short Story?

Another new magazine that is putting lots of great stories into print is
_Pulphouse: A Fiction Magazine_.  It has fiction, poetry, comics, and
essays dealing with sf/f/horror and even some bizarre mainstream.  Harlan
Ellison, Esther Friesner, and Charles de Lint write columns about writing,
the sf/f community, and other interesting randomness.  Fiction writers like
S. P. Somtow, Nina Kiriki Hoffman, Alec George Effinger, and Spider and
Jeanne Robinson contribute short stories and novels.  The magazine was
originally supposed to be a weekly, but distributors refused to carry a
new, high turnover product like that.  Now it's published twice a month.
If anyone wants to subscribe, the address is: _Pulphouse: A Fiction
Magazine_, Pulphouse Publishing, Box 1227, Eugene, OR 97440.  Rates are
$26/13 issues and $56/24 issues. (I think.)  Write to find out the current
rates or check your local specialty bookstore.  Pulphouse also publishes
cool anthologies called Author's Choice Monthly by famous folks in sf/f and
horror, helpful pamphlets on various aspects of writing, the SFWA hand-
book, and lots of other works.  Write for their catalog; it's free.

I'm not connected to Pulphouse in any way, shape, or form.  I just like
their products and ideas.

Eric Marin

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 91 19:55:38 GMT
From: geoffb@coos.dartmouth.edu (Geoff Bronner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Fantasy & Science Fiction Magazine

I was curious to know how many people on the net are familiar with F&SF
Magazine or subscribe to it.  I have been reading it for about 10 years now
and I'd like to see if anyone is interested in discussions of stories and
columns in current issues.

Potential topics are:
What does everyone think of the new editor?
Comparison of Harlan Ellison's movie reviews with the new reviewer.
Discussion of continuing stories. I.e.: Morsessey's Wizard series.

Anyone?

Geoff
geoffb@Dartmouth.EDU

------------------------------
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                         Pulphouse (7 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 91 04:18:39 GMT
From: jeremy@grover.stat.washington.edu (Jeremy York)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Beanworld

The fifth issue of an e-mail newsletter devoted to Larry Marder's Tales of
the Beanworld has issue has come out.  The newsletter is called
"Gunk'l'dunk", it comes out irregularly but often, and is currently edited
by Jeremy York (jeremy@stat.washington.edu).  Please send e-mail if you'd
like to be added to the list of subscriber/contributers.

I've conducted an interview with Larry Marder, the author of Beanworld;
transcriptions will begin available soon (Larry is currently reviewing and
correcting the transcription).  I'll post excerpts in rec.arts.comics when
it's ready.

So, what's the Beanworld all about, anyway?  Well, it's a black and white
comic that comes out irregularly, published by Eclipse Comics.  The artist
draws from influences that include American Indian art and mythos, Marcel
Duchamp, George Herriman (author of Krazy Kat), the Three Stooges, and his
own fertile imagination.

The comic is drawn very simply and evocatively; the stories are strange
without being dark and cynical like so many of the "new comics".  Reading
Beanworld is not so much following a plot, as watching a process unfold,
and learning little pieces here and there about how the process works.  In
the author's words, "Beanworld is about the affinity of life."

To illustrate, look at the starring character : the basic food chain of the
Beanworld.  It works like this: Gran'Ma'Pa provides a sprout-butt.  The
beans take the sprout-butt to the Hoi-Polloi Ring Herd and perform a
violent exchange that nets the beans a supply of chow; they leave the
sprout-butt as compensation.  The beans then dissolve the chow and soak in
it to gain their nourishment.  The Hoi-Polloi turn the sprout-butt into
more chow, which they use as currency in their endless gambling games.

The food chain is simple at first glance, but then you have to ask what the
Hoi-Polloi get in the exchange, what does Gran'Ma'Pa get out of this, and
just who ARE all these players?  The brief description also doesn't reveal
the balance of the system, and how it might respond to stress.  That is
what is explored in "Tales of the Beanworld".

If you're interested, look for Tales of the Beanworld in your comics shops;
the most recent issue is #19, and back issues will be helpful in
understanding it.  Issue #20 won't be out until February 92.  Perhaps the
best thing to do is to hunt down a copy of the first Beanworld trade
paperback, which retails for $10-12.  It collects the first four issues of
Beanworld.  A second trade paperback, collecting #5 - #7, is due out
shortly.

(Written with help from  Tim Tjarks (tjarks@iedit1.att.com))

jeremy@stat.washington.edu
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Date: 6 Dec 91 15:13:21 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Fantasy & Science Fiction Magazine

geoffb@coos.dartmouth.edu (Geoff Bronner) writes:
>I was curious to know how many people on the net are familiar with F&SF
>Magazine or subscribe to it.  I have been reading it for about 10 years
>now and I'd like to see if anyone is interested in discussions of stories
>and columns in current issues.

Be somewhat careful - while Kris Rusch is the editor now, to date none of
the issues published have included stories she's bought as editor. She's
still working from inventory bought by Ed Ferman. This will start changing
soon, but it's still far too early to look at the content of F&SF and
figure out what she's going to do with the magazine.

>Potential topics are:
>What does everyone think of the new editor?

She's cute. 

Seriously, she's a neat person, an exceptionally hard worker, a highly
skilled editor (even though she hasn't bought my stuff yet. Or perhaps
because she hasn't), and if the work she's done for Pulphouse is any
indication, she's going to do some really neat stuff for F&SF.

>Comparison of Harlan Ellison's movie reviews with the new reviewer.

I always read Harlan's column just because I enjoy watching Harlan rant.
It's a bit of a one-note that gets a little weary after a while, but he
does it so well.

I don't go to movies much, so I don't particularly read the new person.

The Science column has been pretty stale for a long time. That's changing,
since Asimov is retiring. Kris is talking to some folks about taking it
over, so hopefully the new person will be more interesting (I'd vote for
Charles Sheffield, who did it for New Destinies).

Books: Budrys is Budrys. You like him or you hate him. Or both. Put me in
the both column, since when he says interesting things he's one of the best
out there, but he tends to spend too long rambling and too little getting
to the point. Scott Card is less of a reviewer than a cheerleader. I'll
pass.

Cartoons are cute. I wish we had a "New Yorker" version of a Science
Fiction zine, but I'm probably a distinct minority...

>Discussion of continuing stories. ie: Morsessey's Wizard series.

The thing I really like about F&SF fiction is diversity. A wide (maybe a
better term, considering this IS Ferman we're talking about, is eclectic)
range of stuff. The quality is pretty good, although it hasn't really stood
out like it used to. It's a definite step up from Analog, whose fiction all
starts looking the same after a while.

If I had to rate it, I'd put F&SF second on my list after Asimov's.
Asimov's has the more innovative and interesting fiction, F&SF is a
sentimental favorite of mine, having grown up with it and Analog, and is
enjoyable and comfortable if not innovative. I'd hate to do without either
(and I think Kris will definitely be giving Gardner a run for the money
down the road).

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com
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Date: 9 Dec 91 09:58:22 GMT
From: mwinston@lust.reed.edu (Michael J. Winston)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Fantasy & Science Fiction Magazine

geoffb@coos.dartmouth.edu (Geoff Bronner) writes:
> I was curious to know how many people on the net are familiar with F&SF
> Magazine or subscribe to it.  I have been reading it for about 10 years
> now and I'd like to see if anyone is interested in discussions of stories
> and columns in current issues.
> 
> Potential topics are:
> What does everyone think of the new editor?
> Comparison of Harlan Ellison's movie reviews with the new reviewer.
> Discussion of continuing stories. I.e.: Morsessey's Wizard series.

I've been a subscriber for about 5 years and I always enjoy it.

About the new editor: I'm beginning to feel cheated in terms of the number
of pages of story.  The magazine is the same length as always, but now we
get 4-6 pages less of F-SF because of Kathryn Rusch's editorial.  It also
bugs me that the magazine is now 11 times a year instead of 12.  Oh, sure
we get that "FABULOUS DOUBLE SIZED" issue as one of the 11, but it isn't
*really* double sized (more like 1.5x the normal length).  And, finally,
the last page is always taken up by "COMING ATTRACTIONS".  Under Ed Ferman,
COMING ATTRACTIONS were limited to about 1/4 of a page.

In the latest issue, I noticed that the editor doesn't put the author's
most recent story to appear (e.g. Esther Friesner's intro to "Such a
Deal").  I find this annoying because I like to know why the author's name
might seem so familiar.

I may sound like these things bother me a lot, but they only bother me a
little.  Other then that, the stories are still the same quality, and I
like the inclusion of a bit more horror.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Dec 91 10:12:31 GMT
From: mwinston@lust.reed.edu (Michael J. Winston)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Fantasy & Science Fiction Magazine

>Scott Card is less of a reviewer than a cheerleader.

Don't forget, Card's column IS titled BOOKS TO LOOK FOR.  He himself once
commented on the fact that he gives only positive reviews BECAUSE of the
column name (can you *really* imagine him suggesting a bad book?).

------------------------------

Date: 10 Dec 91 15:08:35 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Fantasy & Science Fiction Magazine

mwinston@lust.reed.edu (Michael J. Winston) writes:
>It also bugs me that the magazine is now 11 times a year instead of 12.
>Oh, sure we get that "FABULOUS DOUBLE SIZED" issue as one of the 11, but
>it isn't *really* double sized (more like 1.5x the normal length).

This one isn't Kris' fault. That was Ed Ferman's decision, and caused by
the recent massive postal increases for magazines to try to keep costs
under some kind of control.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 10 Dec 91 15:33:00 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Fantasy & Science Fiction Magazine

mwinston@lust.reed.edu (Michael J. Winston) writes:
>> Scott Card is less of a reviewer than a cheerleader.
>
>Don't forget, Card's column IS titled BOOKS TO LOOK FOR.  He himself once
>commented on the fact that he gives only positive reviews BECAUSE of the
>column name (can you *really* imagine him suggesting a bad book?).

I was succinct to the point of obscurity. Let me explain.

Anyone who's read my columns in OtherRealms or Amazing probably realize
that I place myself firmly in the cheerleader category. I make no bones
about it.  Given a choice between talking up a good book or talking down a
bad book, I'll go for the good book and let things I consider bad die the
death of the ignored and obscure.

The difference between what I write and what I think Scott writes is that I
try to show both sides of a book. Every book has strong and weak points,
and it doesn't matter how much I like it, I need to give my readers a
chance to decide for themselves. I find Scott's reviews shallow and
uncritical. I almost hate to say it, but he reminds me of a puppy running
from person to person, giving unrequited love to every one that pats him on
the head.  That's great, if you're a puppy. Scott's column tells me a LOT
about what Scott likes, but nothing that let's me figure out whether I'll
like it, too.  (I know that when Scott and I do read the same titles, which
is fairly rare, we're in agreement about half the time).

Scott's also done some stuff that's driven me up the wall, like the month
he did an entire column of non-fiction (that's the old "my column is due
and I didn't have time to read any books this month, let's improvise"
routine). If you've committed to doing a monthly column and are being paid
for it, you should be responsible enough to make sure that you do what
you've committed to. As someone who's worked really hard and given up
things like sleep to my make column look painless and easy, it really
bothers me when others take the easy/lazy way out like that.

Obviously, IMHO. And not nearly as succinct.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 11 Dec 91 17:13:48 GMT
From: pyuxv!duke@bellcore.bellcore.com (Duke Robillard)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Magazines: Is Pulphouse gone? (was Re: Death of the SF Short )

I was reading the debate about "Aboriginal" and it sounded like you guys
might know the answer to this: Does the Pulphouse Magazine still exist?  I
picked up a subscription form at Worldcon and just last week was going to
fill it out (is this procrastination, or what?) but then I stopped, and
said, "Hey.  didn't I read that these guys were in trouble? Hmm.)

So, does anyone know the story?

Duke Robillard          
Internet: duke@pyuxv.cc.bellcore.com
USENET: {backbone}!bcr!pyuxv!duke

------------------------------

Date: 13 Dec 91 22:11:36 GMT
From: cs169095@cs.brown.edu (Eric Marin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Magazines: Is Pulphouse gone? (was Re: Death of the SF Short )

duke@pyuxv.uucp (Duke Robillard) writes:
> I was reading the debate about "Aboriginal" and it sounded like you guys
> might know the answer to this: Does the Pulphouse Magazine still exist?

Pulphouse Publishing is doing quite well, and I believe _Pulphouse_ is fine
too.  I just bought issue #6, and I sent in a subscription a couple of
weeks ago.  The magazine is to come out twice a month instead of once a
week, because distributors and stores didn't think a weekly fiction
magazine would sell well.  But, as of now, the magazine is in healthy
shape.  Go ahead and send in your subscription, your money will certainly
help keep _Pulphouse_ going.

Eric Marin

------------------------------

Date: 15 Dec 91 04:37:24 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Magazines: Is Pulphouse gone? (was Re: Death of the SF Short )

write@eff.org (Glen Cox) writes:
>I've heard rumors that Pulphouse the publisher may be encountering some
>difficulty, but that's probably due to the enormous amount of "product"
>that they have been producing.

You have? The owners of Pulphouse won't be amused. The only problem they
have, is that their stuff is pretty successful and like all small
businesses they're working their tails off to keep it that way - not quite
enough manpower to do the job, although they've got 15 or 16 employees now.

They're in great shape, sales are pretty good and the new Mystery Scene
stuff just shipped the first books as well. Some stuff is late (Pulphouse
hardback #12) but it's lack of manpower of delays caused by out of control
situations like printers, not because of Pulphouse problems.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 15 Dec 91 19:08:31 GMT
From: write@eff.org (Glen Cox)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Magazines: Is Pulphouse gone? (was Re: Death of the SF Short )

I originally wrote:
>>I've heard rumors that Pulphouse the publisher may be encountering some
>>difficulty, but that's probably due to the enormous amount of "product"
>>that they have been producing.

Chuq responded:

>You have? The owners of Pulphouse won't be amused. The only problem they
>have, is that their stuff is pretty successful and like all small
>businesses they're working their tails off to keep it that way - not quite
>enough manpower to do the job, although they've got 15 or 16 employees
>now.
>
>They're in great shape, sales are pretty good and the new Mystery Scene
>stuff just shipped the first books as well. Some stuff is late (Pulphouse
>hardback #12) but it's lack of manpower of delays caused by out of control
>situations like printers, not because of Pulphouse problems.

Ah, but that's why they are called rumors.  If I understand you correctly,
what you mean is that it's not a lack of manpower (as you note, they have
15 or 16 employees), but situations beyond their control like printers.

All I had heard was that some stuff was being delayed, and since I knew of
their impressive on-time record, I made my original comments re: problems.

Glen E. Cox
write@eff.org

------------------------------

Date: 16 Dec 91 04:07:39 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Magazines: Is Pulphouse gone? (was Re: Death of the SF Short )

write@eff.org (Glen Cox) writes:
>All I had heard was that some stuff was being delayed, and since I knew of
>their impressive on-time record, I made my original comments re: problems.

Your original comment seemed to imply something more serious than delays,
which is why I stepped in the way I did. Delays are a fact of life in
publishing, and not only to be expected, but are factored into schedules
(or should be). And Pulphouse's on-time rating isn't really as good as you
seem to think it is, although they're doing pretty well (a lot better than,
say, OtherRealms right now...). The delays aren't that unusual (Pulphouse
hardback #12 is probably going to be 7 or 8 months late by the time they're
done).

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 91 00:35:24 GMT
From: stantbat@iastate.edu (John S Sinnott)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Magazines: Is Pulphouse gone? (was Re: Death of the SF Short )

jf2z+@andrew.cmu.edu (John Charles Fiala) writes:
>Okay.  So how does one subscribe to this?

I'm glad you asked!  Subscriptions are $26.00 for 13 biweekly issues or
$50.00 for a full year.  ($39.00 / $76.00 respectively for Canada) While
they last, each sub gets a free copy of the 1st issue.  You MAY be able to
start your sub retroactively if they have the issues avalible.

Send the check to:  Pulphouse Publishing
                    Box 1227
                    Eugene OR, 97440

Be sure to order befor midnight tonight.

John Sinnott

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 91 20:12:19 GMT
From: hsv3!mvp@vicom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Magazines: Is Pulphouse gone? (was Re: Death of the SF Short )

Pulphouse sounds like a good idea, and I'm glad they're doing well.  I just
wish their magazine had separate SF, fantasy, and horror issues, and with
the ability to buy/subscribe to part or all of the line.  As it is, it's
SF/F/H all mixed together, and I'm only interested in the SF third.  (I
have little interest in fantasy, and an active aversion to horror.)

What kind of science fiction do they publish?  Any of the harder stuff, or
is it of the soft, formless "generically speculative" type?

Mike Van Pelt
Headland Technology
mvp@hsv3.lsil.com
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Date: 11 Dec 91 07:08:31 GMT
From: edwang@leland.stanford.edu (Edward Chuang Wang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: HOOK first reactions (no spoilers)

I just got back from an advance screening of HOOK.

And despite what the critics have been saying or will say, let me be the
first to say that this is one damn entertaining movie. It's an overblown,
overdone, larger-than-life spectacle, but it's never boring.

Robin Wiliams is quite restrained throughout the movie, but he's still
funny. Dustin Hoffman's even funnier, though, as Captain Hook,
unrecognizable under all the make-up, costuming, and voice. As Tink, Julia
Roberts is feisty, but not particularly important to the movie. Bob Hoskins
is also very good as Smee.

However, the most interesting part of the movie isn't the cast; it's the
spectacular sets and visual effects, which are so well-done and elaborate
that they rival Terminator 2's effects. They're not computer graphics
(although a lot of computer work is in the movie), but they take
traditional effects such as bluescreen, wire, animation, and matte
paintings to new heights.

The expansive sets are amazing and always alive with hundreds of extras.
Some of the overhead shots of the pirate town are breathtaking, as are the
panoramas of Never-Neverland itself.

It's not the E.T. of the 90's that everyone hoped it would be, but it
certainly was the most dazzling movie I've seen this season (much more than
Star Trek VI, which I guess isn't supposed to be dazzling, though).  It
will probably be the biggest movie anyone will see this winter. All of the
money is there on the screen, and it deserves to be the blockbuster of the
season (much more than Home Alone, anyway... ugh).

Ed
  

------------------------------

Date: 12 Dec 91 13:14:38 GMT
From: profile@netcom.com (Tom Czarnik)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HOOK first reactions (no spoilers)

edwang@leland.stanford.edu (Edward Chuang Wang) writes:
>I just got back from an advance screening of HOOK.
>
>And despite what the critics have been saying or will say, let me be the
>first to say that this is one damn entertaining movie. It's an overblown,
>overdone, larger-than-life spectacle, but it's never boring.

I was. It took to long to build up the ending. The ending was
anti-climatic. The motif switched from child-like to serious.  That is bad
style. The editing was rushed. The sound was over-powering when it
shouldn't have. The scripting was poorly done.

>Robin Wiliams is quite restrained throughout the movie, but he's still
>funny. Dustin Hoffman's even funnier, though, as Captain Hook,
>unrecognizable under all the make-up, costuming, and voice. As Tink, Julia
>Roberts is feisty, but not particularly important to the movie. Bob
>Hoskins is also very good as Smee.

I can't believe they paid Julia Roberts her requested fee for a small
performance. You didn't see much of Hoskins. I would like to see him as
Hook. Hoffman is very recognizable, though his performance was good.
Williams was to restrained, but his one-line quips were good. If you want
to see great Williams acting, check out "Seize the Day" (based on Saul
Bellow's story).

>However, the most interesting part of the movie isn't the cast; it's the
>spectacular sets and visual effects, which are so well-done and elaborate
>that they rival Terminator 2's effects. They're not computer graphics
>(although a lot of computer work is in the movie), but they take
>traditional effects such as bluescreen, wire, animation, and matte
>paintings to new heights.

Yes the art direction is center stage. The matting is still obvious (to a
trained eye), though the did try to hide a lot of it by diffusing the
light. The visuals are very captivating! I'd go again just to see them.

Tom
Inet: profile@netcom.com
UUCP: apple!netcom.com!profile

------------------------------

Date: 13 Dec 91 22:49:57 GMT
From: jjmhome!lmann@lectroid.sw.stratus.com (Laurie Mann)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: REVIEW: HOOK

				   HOOK
		       A film review by Laurie Mann

   A few weeks ago, Robin Williams joked, "Hey, HOOK stars the stars of
ISHTAR and POPEYE and was directed by the man who brought you 1941, so it
has a history of people familiar with bombs."

   HOOK isn't a complete dud, but it's disappointing given the amount of
hype its gotten.

   HOOK has a great premise: What if Peter Pan grew up?  According to an
article in PREMIERE magazine, the premise popped out of the mouth of the
six-year-old son of the scriptwriter one day.  IMHO, most of the problems
in the film relate to the script and the direction.  Most of the magic in
the film is the credit of the art direction team, who created a phenomenal
Never-Never Land, and the special effects team, who orchestrated some
terrific flying.

   There's a long opening sequence in California showing what a
work-obsessed Yuppie Peter Banning (Robin Williams) is.  There's a lot of
unneeded setup between the time the movie opens, and the time a very
elderly Wendy (a winning performance by Maggie Smith) tells Peter that "you
are Peter Pan."  This sequence could have been minimized because Peter's
troubled relationship with his kids is done-to-death once Captain Hook
spirits the kids to Never-Never Land.

   Once TinkerBell drags Peter off to Never-Never Land to rescue his kids,
the action picks up, but only slightly.  There's some lovely business
around Hook realizing what a mundane dud Peter is now, and how TinkerBell
promises Hook to get Peter in to shape for a proper war.

   I've already mentioned that the movie has a lot of extraneous stuff in
it, but there are also a few inexplicable edits in it (okay, you can
attribute these inexplicable things to "magic," but still...).  One weird
quick cut shows Peter being hoisted into the Lost Boys treehouse, but you
never know *who* does it.  There are also some "magical" costume changes.

   The biggest misstep of the movie was its handling of the Lost Boys.
Spielberg often does a great job directing one or two children at a time,
but the writing and direction of the Lost Boys stunk.  Most of the boys
were updated into punky or overly cute American kids.  It just felt wrong.
There were too many "cute shots" of the kids, and a lot of incredibly crude
language at times.  Peter's acceptance by the boys was tentative at first,
but once Peter started believing in himself, they started believing in him.

   One writing/directing problem in this movie is the same problem that
plagued 1941: You can see *everything* coming miles away.  There are few
surprises.  Also, there are two sequence that scream "THEME PARK RIDE!"  I
had this same feeling from THE ADDAMS FAMILY, where some stuff felt like it
was added to the movie for the sole purpose of being developed into a theme
park ride.

   I haven't talked about the acting of the main characters, and I guess
its because I have such mixed feelings about it.  IMHO, Peter Pan is a role
Robin Williams was born to play, but he almost does a better job as Peter
Banning, mundane, than Peter Pan, the eternal child.  While Dustin Hoffman
doesn't chew the scenery as Hook, he wavers wildly between being a buffoon
and being quite terrifying.  Charlie Korsimo is alternately affecting and
obnoxious as Peter's son Jack.  The girl who plays the daughter, Maggie, is
cute and spirited.  Julia Roberts is fine as TinkerBell, but her
performance seemed strange, and it just might have been because she rarely
acted *with* anyone.  They aren't terrible, but they appeared to wear their
characters like clothing.  On the other hand, Bob Hoskins is wonderful as
Smee, as is the actor who plays Toodles, another aged Lost Boy.  Look for
Phil Collins, David Crosby, and Glenn Close in cameos.

   The essential problem with the script is it can't decide if it's an
overblown fairy tale, or if it's a serious movie about parents and
children.  There are some genuinely affecting moments in the movie, but
there are other times when I felt blatantly manipulated.  So I think that
is where HOOK fails the most - if you can really get in to a movie, you
don't feel manipulated.

   In short, HOOK isn't a bomb, but it just doesn't deliver very much.  If
you like the trappings of a film you might like it because there's a lot to
admire about the production.  Unfortunately, it doesn't include the script.

lmann@jjmhome.uucp
Laurie_MannVOS@vos.stratus.com
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Date: 18 Dec 91 22:09:45 GMT
From: blj@mithrandir.cs.unh.edu (Brian L. Johnson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: REVIEW: HOOK

				   HOOK
		       A film review by Ken Johnson

140 min., PG, Fantasy, 1991
Director: Steven Spielburg
Cast: Robin Williams, Dustin Hoffman, Julia Roberts, Bob Hoskins,
      Maggie Smith, Charlie Korsmo, Phil Collins, David Crosby, Glenn Close

   A retelling of the widely known fantasy Peter Pan.  This one, though,
has a big twist to it, Peter Pan (going by the name Peter Banning) is now
grown up and is a very successful business man.  So successful, in fact,
that he has no time for his family and has forgotten about his childhood.
For Christmas, Peter, his wife, and two children, go to London to visit
Wendy.  Wendy has to go and give a speech and Peter and his wife go with
her.  They leave their children alone in Wendy's house.  When they get back
they find the house in shambles and the children missing.  Attached to the
bedroom door, with a knife, is a note saying that if Peter ever wants to
see his children again he must come to get them, and it is signed Hook.
Peter must journey to Never Never Land to try to remember his childhood and
save his children.

   HOOK is one of the best films I have seen in a long time!  The special
effects are well done and the story, except in a couple of places, is very
well done.  Those few spots when the script was lacking didn't hinder my
enjoyment of the film though.  The soundtrack, done by John Williams, fits
the film perfectly.  I definitely recommend that you venture out to your
local movie theater and see this film, even at full price.  On a zero to
five scale I give the film a five.  HOOK is rated PG for explicit language
and violence, but is perfectly acceptable to bring the whole family to.

   Robin Williams plays Peter Pan and does a relatively good job.  As Peter
Banning, Robin Williams did a perfect job.  It was like the role was
written for him, a serious businessman who takes phone calls during his
daughter's play (of "Peter Pan," of course) but yet still finds time to
have fun, like dueling with cellular phones.  As Peter Pan, though,
something was missing.  He didn't quite fit the role.  Over all he did a
very good job, to the best of his abilities, which is the most you can ask
of someone.  And Robin Williams in green tights is a sight to see.

   Dustin Hoffman portrays the ultimate evil, Captain Hook.  He makes Hook
into an evil person but with some compassion.  For instance, instead of
just killing Peter Pan in the beginning when Peter can't fight, Hook waits
to give Peter a chance to make himself a better fighter so Peter can have a
chance.  Part of the reason for this, I am sure, was to make Captain Hook
seem not so scary to little children (I don't know how well that worked
because I went to the 9:30 PM showing and there were no little children in
the audience).  At times Hook will seem a to do things a little odd, but if
you just accept it, it will make the movie run smoothly and thus makes the
movie more enjoyable for you.  At some spots in the film the script, the
lines for Captain Hook could have been written a little better, but Dustin
Hoffman covers quite well in the slow spots.  Overall Dustin Hoffman puts
in a memorable performance.

     Julia Roberts plays TinkerBell, Peter Pan's friend fairy.  Although
Julia Roberts would not have been my first choice for the role, she, like
everybody else in the movie, put in a very good performance.  In most of
her scenes she was edited in, so she was seen with Peter Pan or some of the
Lost Boys, very effectively.  With the props used I found myself believing
that Julia Roberts was really that small in real life which means that the
special effects in the film are very good.  In my opinion, TinkerBell is
one of the most important roles in HOOK (second to Peter Pan and Captain
Hook) which means that the performance put out by the actress is very
important, and Julia lived up to my expectations.

   Maggie Smith plays Wendy, now grown to the age of eighty-something.  She
remembers the days before Peter Pan grew up and when he decided to grow up
she helped him find a home, along with many of the Lost Boys.  In fact the
speech she is giving is because she is being honored for her work with
children, which included finding homes for some of the Lost Boys.  I don't
have much to say for Maggie Smith's performance for she is not on the
screen very much but when she is she does a very good job.  Her character
provides the sensitivity and compassion that Peter's kids need and she is
also the person who tries to explain to Peter who he really is, but to no
avail.

   Bob Hoskins portrays Smee, Captain Hook's right hand man.  He is the
brains behind most of Captain Hook's devious schemes to capture the Lost
Boys and to kill Peter Pan.  He is not given a chance though to really
express how he feels because Captain Hook steps in when ever he tries.  Bob
Hoskins role was not written so the character would be really remembered
after the film.  He was there mostly, I feel, because he was in the
original Peter Pan story, and for occasional comic relief.

   Charlie Korsmo (of DICK TRACY fame) plays Peter Pan's male child and I
missed who plays Peter's female child.  The two combined put in good a
performance, always fighting and playing, especially when Daddy is on the
phone trying to speak about some important business information.  But apart
the two don't do nearly as well, as proven towards the end of the film.
Korsmo is a child that has a hard time forgiving his dad after he has been
let down, and this anger towards his dad becomes very important towards the
end of the film.  Peter's daughter, on the other hand, is quick to forgive
her dad, partially, I feel, because she realizes even though he messes up
he still loves her very much.

   Pop singer Phil Collins shows up for a brief cameo as a police detective
that arrives at Wendy's house to investigate the missing children.  David
Crosby (of Crosby, Stills, and Nash) is one of Captain Hook's fun loving
pirates and, like Phil Collins, doesn't show up very often in the film.
Glenn Close also shows up for a brief cameo in the film.

   The biggest mistake in the writing of the film, I feel, is how the Lost
Boys were handled.  Most of Never Never Land has remained the same way it
was from when Peter Pan was there, but for some reason some of the Lost
Boys have been changed to the current times.  The new leader of the Lost
Boys has a punk hairdo and rides around on sort of a skate board that runs
on tracks.  The Lost Boys hide out has been equipped with a basketball
court, and a skate board rink even!  I feel that the Lost Boys should have
been left alone.  Some of the Lost Boys, on the other hand, were unchanged
in the ways that they act and are dressed.

   The sets were really well made, especially the ones for TinkerBell.
They also really portrayed the fact that Peter Pan was no longer in the
regular world, but in a world that for the most part is behind the
"civilized" world.  The major set mistake was the Lost Boys hide out.  The
Lost Boys hideout is a giant tree on a raised island.  From the far shots
the island looks really small, but when the people are in the hideout, the
hideout seems to stretch out for miles.  Also, how do the Lost Boys make it
onto the island.  Never in the film do the Lost Boys fly and I am sure that
they don't always go up the way Peter did, by a giant sea shell that was
raised from the ocean.

   The way the end of the film was handled was predictable and a little
disappointing.  I think that the most effort in a script should go towards
the ending, because for me the ending of a film makes it, or breaks it.
Almost at the very end the script picks back up again and just when you
think that it has recovered it totally loses it with a scene with.

   Other than these few mistakes, which you barely even notice when
watching the film, the film is very, very good.  Steven Spielberg's
directing was also very well done.  So run out to the movie theater to see
the film, but allow yourself plenty of time for the movie might sell out
early, and this is one not to miss.
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Date: 13 Dec 91 14:46:06 GMT
From: bwf@cbnewsc.cb.att.com (bernard.w.fecht)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HOOK first reactions (no spoilers)

In retrospect, I think Williams and Hoffman played their parts perfectly.
If you're looking for "Robin Williams" though, you'll be somewhat
disappointed.  Hoskins is good also.  No one actor steals the show.  In
that respect the movie is very balanced.  I think that's why some people
might say "so and so" is wasted.  Even Hoffman played a campy, but somewhat
subdued Hook.  I'll never be able to appreciate how difficult it must have
been.

Julia Roberts was wasted.  (Just kidding, but if you're going to cast a
part that has more smiles than lines, I'd cast someone that has a little
more attractive smile than her.)  I was disappointed that she didn't wear
the tight little leotard that Tinkerbell wears in the cartoon.

Oh, just kidding!!

I counted two cameos.  Did anyone else catch them?

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 91 17:32:33 GMT
From: martyz@idui1.csrv.uidaho.edu (Marty Zimmerman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HOOK (small spoilers) - was HOOK first reactions

rivero@vxd.mdcbbs.com writes:
>   Phil Collins can be spotted briefly doing a walk through Hook's cabin
> near the beginning.

What???  Phil Collins played the English police detective that came to
investigate the kidnapping of Peter's children.  You mean to say he was in
there again as a pirate?

My rating: 2 stars or less.  You could maybe bump that up to 3 stars if you
have some kids with you.  The editing was *bad*.  The acting was good -
especially Robin Williams and Dustin Hoffman.  Bob Hoskins needed more to
do.  The music was almost as bad as the editing: loud and overpowering.  I
didn't like the way they handled Rufio (sp?).  Not one of SS's better
directing efforts.

Haven't seen Star Trek VI yet.  Here's hoping it's better.

Marty Z.
martyz@idui1.csrv.uidaho.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 91 23:21:16 GMT
From: glnserv!jerryn@xcluud.sccsi.com (Jerry Norris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HOOK first reactions (no spoilers)

seth@alchemy.tn.cornell.edu (Seth Cohn) writes:
> I liked Hook, wasn't the best, wasn't bad either, a good 2 hours spent I
> think.  I had FUN.  I laughed. That's the point of it.  3 stars out of
> 4.

I have to disagree.

I thought that "Hook" was the best of the movies I've seen.  This is in
comparison to "The Addams Family" and "Star Trek VI: The Undiscovered
Country".  The scenery, the costuming, the acting, and the plot were _all_
well knit into a believable whole.

I, along with my family, fell in love with Never-never land, along with the
Island of Lost Boys, while Captain Hook's ship was another wonder.

Julia Roberts does a very good job as Tinkerbell.  Dustin Hoffman's version
of Hook is dead-on, and Bob Hoskin's rendition of Mr. Smee is delightful to
watch.  Robin Williams does a good job of setting aside the Robin Williams
character and playing the part of Peter Pan.

As for favorite scenes: lots of them, but you need to see the movie.

Merry Christmas

xcluud!glnserv!jerryn

------------------------------

Date: 21 Dec 91 03:54:04 GMT
From: 21329KAD@ibm.cl.msu.edu (Kim Dyer)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HOOK first reactions (no spoilers)

I enjoyed HOOK greatly but don't want to build people's expectations beyond
what mere film can provide.  *I* thought it was an excellent, *fun* film.
I want to go again!  I'll be in line the morning it comes out to videotape
(unless they grossly overprice it).

I've seen a couple of negative reviews.  These tend to come from critics
that seem to think if it isn't CITIZEN KANE, it is a waste of film.

One reviewer complained about the sets (no, Hook's ship doesn't look like
an 18 century whaler - isn't supposed to).  Another complained about
costumes.  One complained that Pan wasn't manic enough.  My reaction to
most of the negative reviews is "what movie did THEY see???"  Critical
comments I can understand, but they DO need to have something to do with
the film.  There is a difference between a review that makes you think
"Well, yes ... you can see it that way ... but I like it anyway" and the
dumbfounded, slack jawed "WHAT!?!?!?!" reaction.

I once caught a reviewer in a negative review.  Wrote to his editor as to
"what concert did HE see?" and got a confession from the reviewer that he'd
left after 5 minutes because he just KNEW it was going to be terrible after
seeing the band warm up.  I get the feeling some reviewers wrote after
seeing production stills and trailers.

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 91 19:07:38 GMT
From: microsoft!frankm@beaver.cs.washington.edu (Frank MALONEY)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: REVIEW: PROSPERO'S BOOKS

			     PROSPERO'S BOOKS
		      A film review by Frank Maloney

   PROSPERO'S BOOKS is a film by Peter Greenaway.  The film stars John
Gielgud.  The music is by Michael Nyman.

   I have been postponing writing about PROSPERO'S BOOKS because, beyond
shouting I loved it and admitting that I nearly dozed off in one place, I
am somewhat at loss to know what I can say.  It is a complex film that
certainly pushes the limits the definition of what a motion picture is.  It
also pushes the limits of what the viewer can take in.  I refer to the
complex imagery, the multi-voiced dialogue, the play-within-a-play
structure, and the ambiguity of purpose and message.  In the meantime,
allow me to present a few tentative, first impressions.

   I doubt that many of you reading this do not know that PROSPERO'S BOOKS
is a version, a vision, of Shakespeare's final play, "The Tempest."  You
probably also have read a synopsis of the story or are already familiar
with it, so I won't rework those tailings.  "The Tempest" is easy to read
as Shakespeare's farewell to the stage and as such it may well represent a
coherent commentary on play-making and the play-maker.  The playwright is
the magician who creates and destroys entire worlds, who has the power to
name and marshal characters and forces not accessible to you and me, mere
mortals, the audience.

   Although I don't imagine that Greenaway is bidding farewell to
movie-making, his way of presenting "The Tempest" is a commentary on his
own art, a visual essay on film-making, perhaps.  Certainly, it would not
be too startling to find a correlation between the magician and the
director.  One of my favorite moments in PROSPERO'S BOOKS comes when
Prospero leads his trains of spirits past a tableau of Prospero himself
writing the dialogue the ambulatory Prospero is speaking.  In the movie, it
is the act of writing the play "The Tempest" that is the magic that moves
the action (as, indeed, it is in our quotidian life) - not a startlingly
original idea on Greenaway's part, but a masterly, succinct image of the
idea.  It is an image that is suggestive, too, of the question of how much
the creator exists outside his (or her) creation, how much the creator is
self-creating.  Of course, the maddening thing about what one might think
of as visual criticism or visual philosophy is that the image seldom
possess more than the question.  Imagery is inherently ambiguous.  For many
viewers, the ambiguities of PROSPERO'S BOOKS will be a barrier to the
film's accessibility.

   This film is first and foremost a visual art form.  There is some irony,
perhaps, in the way Greenaway subordinates the famous dialogue to its
visual equivalents; it is almost as if a contemporary director proposed
returning to the silent film.  Of course, films are primarily visual
experiences (whereas drama, and especially poetical drama such as
Shakespeare's, are essentially verbal experiences), particularly as films
are usually made these days; great dialogue is rare and such films are
subject to criticism of being "talky."

   It occurs to me that the most useful comparisons amongst recent films
are to be made with contemporary Shakespearean films, HENRY V by Kenneth
Branagh and HAMLET by Zeffirelli.  Such films typically struggle to find
ways not to be merely filmed plays.  The directors use realistic or even
historic sets, move scenes to outdoors locations, extend action sequences,
make use of appropriate special effects, and so forth.  But woe betide the
incautious director who dares rearrange scenes, edit speeches, or take
other liberties with the "Master's received text."

   Compared with Greenaway, Branagh and Zeffirelli produced utterly
conventional film versions of the plays.  It is, it seems to me, wholly
unfair to say that Greenaway has produced not so much as a film version of
"The Tempest," but a visualization of the play's major theme.  And that has
got some people upset.

   I confessed in the beginning to an attack of the drowsies while watching
PROSPERO'S BOOKS.  This came during the wedding sequence which more like
watching "The Tempest" as one would expect to see, and had little to do
with the playfulness, the richly detailed, painterly surfaces, cinematic
fantasies that I associate with Greenaway.  Of course, I had put in a hard
day's work at work, but the fact is that during the parts of the film that
were more challenging, more daring, I stayed right in there, alert and
happy.

   And speaking of staying right in there, the man who performed that
amazing version of Caliban never failed to delight and surprise me with his
ceaseless movements - stretching, pointing, forever straining against the
invisible chains with which Prospero enslaved him.  The three actors who
played Ariel presented a charming concept of that airy spirit.

   Watching the calligraphy in action was beautiful and fascinating, more
choreography than calligraphy at moments.  The costumes of the courtiers,
those amazing hats, collars, and shoes, were whimsical, hilarious, and
satirical, existing in ludicrous contrast to the wisps and scraps that
clothed the spirits, speaking volumes about artificiality and civilization.
(These clothes put me in mind of BARON MUNCHAUSEN, for what that's worth;
exaggerated styles for exaggerated imaginations, styles that say more than
the wearer knows.)

   I loved the nudity, the lack both of coyness and titillation, the
variety of bodies, the way before the movie was over I had stopped seeing
them as naked and started them merely as nude.

   I wasn't too thrilled by the silly queen act of the two servants who
team up with Caliban to take over the island, but I can live with it, I
think.

   I was pleased and impressed by the interludes in which we were told
about Prospero's 24 books, the animation, the use of HDTV in the inserts,
and especially by the identity of the 24th book.  I was also shocked by the
fate of those books, as any literate person has to be; our reactions, as
much as the movie's (and the play's) actions vis-a-vis the books speaks
volumes about the power of books over us.  The power, rarity, and beauty of
the written word is one of the essential ideas in "The Tempest" - an idea
also acted by the close-ups of the calligraphy.  Greenaway's version of the
books is remarkably like the television version of another famous fictive
book, THE HITCHHIKER'S GUIDE TO THE GALAXY, books that can't stay still,
that squirm and babble with powers all their own.

   I haven't any idea whether to recommend PROSPERO'S BOOKS to you; some of
you will share my love of this movie, others will be subject to various
negative reactions, including irritation and frustration.  I intend to see
it again and I won't be particularly concerned about whether I have to pay
full price or not.

Frank Richard Aloysius Jude Maloney

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 91 15:06:16 GMT
From: lws@cbnewsb.cb.att.com (larry.w.samocha)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: JURASSIC PARK

Sorry if I mossed any discussion on the Cricton book JURASSIC PARK.

I have read where the screenplay has finished and shooting has commenced.
Any confirmations on actors, location, or release?

LWS

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 91 12:16:33 GMT
From: irp@ukc.ac.uk (I.R.Pletcher)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Who writes the Watchmen

   Is it just me, or does anyone else feel sad at the thought of a Watchmen
movie? Over the last year and a half rumours have gusted around about this
project and the various scripted adaptations that have been considered. I
must admit that I feel about a Watchmen movie the same way I felt about
Batman. There are problems involved in bringing these huge subjects to the
screen while retaining their integrity. For example Batman, which as a
mythology is much less intricate than the Watchmen, was compromised in
order to make the movie.  Hardcore fans will know that Bruce Wayne's
parents were killed not by Jack Napier but by Joe Chill. However, where the
90 minute narrative is concerned the former explanation is much more
elegant.  Now I'm not one of the Batophiles who strode disgusted from the
cinemas, on the contary I love the film, but it is a shame that corners
have to be cut. My feeling is that any hacking done on the Watchmen will be
much more serious.

   For a start there's really no reason (other than the economic one) to
make the movie that I can see. The film will attempt to capitalise on the
graphic novel's success rather than emulate its brilliance. This isn't to
criticize either Sam Hamm or Terry Gilliam. To his credit Hamm was quoted
as telling Alan Moore that if anyone was going to ruin the Watchmen, he
would prefer it to be himself. The problem is that any screenplay must
necessarily dilute the Watchmen to make it watchable. For a start I find it
difficult to see any company being happy about presenting the more lurid
elements of the book on screen. Moore's skill lies in the weaving of the
book's subplots around the basic premise. Contained in these snapshots of
human life is lesbianism, disturbed childhoods, cannibalism etc.  None of
these things can survive if the movie hopes to get a low age rating. (Which
is what will bring in the cash).

   On top of this is the difficulty of trying to fit the tapestry Moore has
woven into a standard length film. The result, I fear, can only end up as a
pale and rather sad shadow of a truly great work of art. Can anyone out
there offer hope to this stranded soul. 

Nicholas Warren Esq.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 91 17:14:52 GMT
From: James_Williams@ess.niaid.pc.niaid.nih.gov (James Williams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Watchmen

I have not seen Sam Hamm's Watchmen screen play, so I had a few
questions.

  Where can someone get a copy?

  In the Statue of Liberty seen with Dr. Manhattan and the Comedian, why is
  the Comedian alive?  Is this one of the flash back sceens to the Minute
  Men?

  Is the news stand man, the little black boy reading the "Tales of The
  Black Freighter" comic, and the two lesbians in the screen play.  These
  character were so important to the comic because they showed you the rest
  of the world's perspective to these fantastic events.

  Is any of the Pirate stuff included?  It worked well in the comic but the
  contast shifting back and forth might not work as well in the movie.

James Williams
Bitnet: JWW%ESS%NIAID@NIH3PLUS.BITNET    
Internet: JWW@ESS.NIAID.PC.NIAID.NIH.GOV 

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 91 05:26:15 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.enet.dec.com (The fox so cunning and free)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Watchmen

James_Williams@ess.niaid.pc.niaid.nih.GOV (James Williams) writes:
>I have not seen Sam Hamm's Watchmen screen play, so I had a few questions.
>   Where can someone get a copy?

Anywhere that sells scripts, I'd imagine. Pix Posters in Harvard Sq.,
Cambridge, MA has had them on occasion.

>   In the Statue of Liberty seen with Dr. Manhattan and the Comedian, why
>   is the Comedian alive?  Is this one of the flash back sceens to the
>   Minute Men?

No, in Hamm's screenplay, there are no Minutemen. This scene was the
pre-credits sequence, set in 1976, and was the "replacement" for the Keene
Act, i.e. it was this incident that got the Watchmen outlawed.

(In Hamm's script, "Watchmen" is actually the name of the group of heroes,
whereas it's merely a metaphor in Moore and Gibbon's graphic novel.)

>   Is the news stand man, the little black boy reading the "Tales of The
>   Black Freighter" comic, and the two lesbians in the screen play. These
>   character were so important to the comic because they showed you the
>   rest of the worlds perspective to these fantastic events.

No, they weren't in the script.

>   Is any of the Pirate stuff included?  It worked well in the comic but
>   the contast shifting back and forth might not work as well in the
>   movie.

No, none of the pirate stuff was in the script.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
    boyajian@ruby.enet.dec.com

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

	     Books - Cook & Dick (4 msgs) & Duncan (2 msgs) &
                     Ferguson & Gentle (2 msgs) & Saberhagen

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 91 18:23:59 GMT
From: stave@frost.apollo.hp.com (Joel H. Stave)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Glen Cook

ken@uxc.cso.uiuc.edu (Ken Primer) writes:
>  Can anyone give me the names of all the books in the Black Company
>Chronicles?

   The Black Company
   Shadows Linger
   The White Rose

   The Silver Spike

   Shadow Games
   Dreams of Steel

Joel Stave
stave@apollo.hp.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 91 15:07:51 GMT
From: williams@herky.cs.uiowa.edu (Kent Williams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Philip K. Dick

AUTZC@ASUACAD.BITNET:
> Christmas break is about two days away; I've about one week with nothing
> to do in the break.  So, does anybody know any good books by Philip K.
> Dick to pass the time?  Heard a lot good things about PKD but never had
> time to read him.

Many of his best titles have been re-issued in paperback.  'Ubik', 'The
Three Stigmata of Palmer Eldritch', and 'The Man in the High Castle' and 'A
Scanner Darkly' are definitely on my A list.  Of the later (i.e. weird even
for Dick) books, I'd pick 'The Divine Invasion' and 'The Transmigration of
Timothy Archer.'

His mainstream fiction is marvelous also.  'Confessions of a Crap Artist'
is out of print (I think), but worth tracking down. 'Mary and the Giant,'
is great, if depressing. 'The Broken Bubble' is very nearly as trippy in
its own way as his science fiction.  There's another one (whose name
escapes me) about a typewriter salesman that is fantastic also.  The
mainstream stuff is all quite redolent of 50's life in California, without
being dated.

This is not just stuff to 'pass the time,' this is essential.  You should
quit school, get all 50 or so books and read them all, before you can even
think about living life again!

Kent Williams
williams@cs.uiowa.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 91 12:30:16 GMT
From: rorschak@daimi.aau.dk (Jesper Lauridsen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Philip K. Dick

pepke@ds1.scri.fsu.edu (Eric Pepke) writes:
>Anyway, I would recommend:
>
>Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?

If you haven't seen Blade Runner and plan to do that anytime in the future
then you shouldn't read DADoES. I read it 6 times before I even heard about
Blade Runner. My knowledge of the book made me protesting all the way
through a movie I would otherwise have loved.

>If you want something a little lighter, try:
>
>Eye in the Sky

I find Eye in the Sky hilarious. It's one of my all-time favourites, read
it!

Jesper Lauridsen
|rorschak@daimi.aau.dk

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 91 21:50:57 GMT
From: hsv3!mvp@vicom.com (Mike Van Pelt)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Philip K. Dick

pepke@ds1.scri.fsu.edu (Eric Pepke) writes:
>Anyway, I would recommend:
>
>Ubik

Some might consider this a SPOILER:

Not if you react as negatively as I do to "A dream, it was all a dream"
endings.

The following is either a *real* SPOILER, or fair warning:

It opens kind of like early Heinlein.  Things start getting weird, then
they start getting *really* weird.  Eventually it is revealed "Oh, remember
that explosion on page 10?  Well, the point-of-view character died, and
everything that's happened since then is his dying hallucinations.  Ha ha,
fooled you!"

Mike Van Pelt
Headland Technology
mvp@hsv3.lsil.com
...ames!vsi1!hsv3!mvp

------------------------------

Date: 23 Dec 91 14:41:07 GMT
From: williams@herky.cs.uiowa.edu (Kent Williams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Philip K. Dick

mvp@hsv3.UUCP (Mike Van Pelt):
>pepke@ds1.scri.fsu.edu (Eric Pepke) writes:
>>Anyway, I would recommend:
>>
>>Ubik
> 
> Some might consider this a SPOILER:
>
> Not if you react as negatively as I do to "A dream, it was all a dream"
> endings.

More interesting spoiler follows. (But don't worry, there are no spoilers
to really good books; you'll want to read them even if you know the whole
plot. Spoilers only ruin fantasy books, because they start out one
dimensional)

This is way too simplistic a criticism.  When you get to the end of the
book, you find out that the one character we thought was still 'real' is in
fact possibly in the same boat as the characters we 'knew' had died and
gone to cryogenic half-life hell.  This, in a nutshell brings us to the
crux of Dick's work - what is reality, and how do we make contact with our
fellow beings, when they live in little reality bubbles of their own
creation?  Do we join our bubble to theirs, or burst their bubble and suck
them into ours?  How do we keep our own bubbles from bursting?  What are
the dimensions of the super-bubble we all share?

All of his work addresses this problem and it's a problem that affects us
in 'this' world, not just the one in which Joe Chip has to argue with the
coffee maker to get a cup of coffee.

Kent Williams
williams@cs.uiowa.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 91 23:44:00 GMT
From: IBC6HSR@mvs.oac.ucla.edu ("hari ramachandran")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Emperor and Clown (spoilers)

dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig) writes:
> 1. A fifth word seems like too convenient a way to assassinate a
>    sorcerer.  Given that the wardens have votaries - essentially
>    spell-bound slaves with words of their own - such assassinations
>    should not be that difficult to engineer.  We were given no reason to
>    suspect the routine employment of the sort of precautions that would
>    prevent them.

Obviously the proper reaction is to teleport away before the word gets
said. The problem for Rap was twofold. First he was too weak to break the
grip of Zinixio (sp?) in time, having just gone through the battle of his
life. Second, he WANTED that word. The only way any of this makes sense is
the way the gods said it: Rap was born with a destiny, a destiny to acquire
five words. And for him that fifth word was a magnet. And ofcourse he was
not experienced enough to anticipate the situation.

I find it quite likely that the circumstances made it easier for people to
tell Rap their words. I.e., his destiny being what it was, it was POSSIBLE
for Zinixio to easily share a word. Quite likely the words themselves are
averse to being a fifth word?

> 3. The role of the gods in this story seems contrived and improbable.  If
>    they're so anxious for recruits (and why would they be?) there are a
>    lot of simpler ways to acquire them - Find loving couples and put them
>    in the way of the necessary words.  Generally speaking, the nature of
>    the gods was an unnecessary and unappealing way to add last-minute
>    complications to the story.

I think the gods didn't seem very godly <whatever that means:>.

However, it is not any loving couple that will do. In a certain sense, I
suspect what is required is a perfectly loving couple.

Matter of fact, _that_ might be the rarity here:^> ... Sorcerers are a dime
a dozen. But perfectly devoted lovers ... my problem with that is Inos. Rap
might be a perfectly devoted lover, but Inos is more humanly fickle!

> 4. The suggested nature of the words is that they prefer to be known, but
>    not by many people.  The optimal balance between dilution and the risk
>    of being forgotten appears to be two owners.  I find the notion of the
>    words being "temporarily stunned" implausible.  If their dilution
>    makes them cease to be magically memorable then those who heard them
>    would start to forget them, until such time as only a small number of
>    people still retained them or everyone would forget them.
>
> 5. Destroying four words appears to have been overkill.  Either the
>    scheme wouldn't work at all or destroying a single word would have
>    sufficed.

Obviously what Inos did wasn't driven by logic as much as it was by a
furious anger at the words themselves for permanently separating her from
her fated lover. I can quite see her doing what she did in such
circumstances.

Inos had to work up a huge anger and motivation to overcome the aversion to
saying the words to a crowd. Once that anger was present, it is hard to
imagine her thinking... "ooooh! I HATE these words.  I am going to destroy
them. <Then suddenly, after the first one is gone> There, that is enough. I
LIKE having these words!"

To me the bigger problem with the book is that a resolution really was not
achieved. Some questions:

1. Now that Rap is a mage what is going to prevent the panic stricken
wardens from eliminating him while they still can?

2. Just what are the faeries anyway? How come they are born knowing a word?
For that matter what is the nature of these words.

3. If being in love makes one share words of power 'in moments of...
err...passion' <to quote Rap:^>, then presumably Inos is going to become a
mage too? So what did Rap mean by saying that the important thing was that
Inos didn't remember any of her words. Why is that important? Either one of
the words is destroyed or all of them were merely stunned. In the latter
case, inevitably, Rap will get them all back and his problem will also be
back.

4. What happens if you share your word with a god?? <g> I was half
expecting Rap to respond to the presence of all the gods by speaking one of
his words and destroying the whole lot of them!

5. If the gods are all such perfect lovers, then how come they haven't made
the world a 'better' place? Or is this the best possible ;->

6. The goblins and the gnomes are changing but what about Nordland?  Looks
like Rap had no vision about what to do about his own (well half his own)
people.

Of course the very fact that we are asking such questions means that this
was a great series. And it was.

Hari
hsr@uclaph.ucla.edu

------------------------------

Date: 21 Dec 91 02:34:15 GMT
From: flee@cs.psu.edu (Felix Lee)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Emperor and Clown (spoilers)

Hari Ramachandran asks:
> So what did Rap mean by saying that the important thing was that Inos
> didn't remember any of her words. Why is that important?

It's not love alone that's the danger.  Words have an affinity for each
other, at least when love is involved, but they hide themselves from
mundanes.  This is the reason sorcerers wed mundanes.  The point is perhaps
a little subtle.  I'm not sure I really understand it.

Felix Lee
flee@cs.psu.edu
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Date: Mon, 23 Dec 91 10:52 EST
From: mtgzy!ecl (Evelyn C Leeper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: THE WORLD NEXT DOOR by Brad Ferguson

		   THE WORLD NEXT DOOR by Brad Ferguson
		   Tor, 1990, ISBN 0-812-53795-5, $3.95.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   As the book begins we are shown what is clearly a post-holocaust town in
upstate New York.  And, like so many poorly written post-holocaust novels,
this one has everything too easy - lots of stuff to scavenge, no residual
radiation, no real damage to the area.  But this *isn't* poorly written,
because in THE WORLD NEXT DOOR, it *is* "the world next door" - a world in
which the atomic war came in 1962, when such a fortuitous outcome was still
possible.

   But life is not entirely idyllic for the people of the town of McAndrew.
For one thing, they're all starting to have strange dreams, dreams that the
reader recognizes immediately as being of our timeline, dreams of what the
dreamers would have been doing had "Kingdom Come" not come.  And other
strange things are happening.  Songbirds are returning, and deer, ... and
then cats and dogs - not wild cats and dogs, but animals obviously well fed
and cared for.  Just what is going on?

   This would seem to me to be a sufficient story, but Ferguson adds more.
There is an attempt by the army--or what passes itself off as the army - to
take over the town.  There are other, more distant government pressures.
There is a whole subplot of romantic entanglements and conflicts.  I found
the love story an awkward intrusion on the rest of the story, and the
resolution of the political aspects a little too facile and unconvincing.
Either of these plotlines alone might not have grated, but using both of
them is like piling Ossa on Pelion.  (Or perhaps more accurately, Pelion on
Ossa, with Olympus as the dream plot.  The former reference is Virgil's
GEORGICS I:281; the latter is Homer's ODYSSEY XI:315.) But the dreams, and
what they mean, and what they lead up to, did keep me interested through
all this.  On the whole, THE WORLD NEXT DOOR is a worthwhile book with one
too many subplots.

   (This novel is an expansion of Ferguson's short story "The World Next
Door," which appeared in the September 1987 ISAAC ASIMOV'S SCIENCE FICTION
MAGAZINE and THERE WILL BE WAR VIII: ARMAGEDDON! edited by Pournelle and
Carr.)

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl 
ecl@mtgzy.att.com
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Date: 18 Dec 91 18:05:33 GMT
From: ebp@cmb00.larc.nasa.gov (Ed Parlette)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Rats and Gargoyles

norrish_m@kosmos.wcc.govt.nz writes:
> On reading Mary Gentle's novel _Rats and Gargoyles_ a second time
>(almost), I am still in doubt as to whether this is a brilliant book, or
>merely a good one with some faults. For example, to me the entire social
>structure of the city (let alone the "world") seems a little bit shaky. I
>get the feeling that this part of it (beyond the main ideas of the
>aristocratic Rats ruling over the humans etc.) was cobbled together when
>needed during the writing. I could be deluded in this thought, and if
>anyone cares to enlighten me I would be most grateful. Any other comments
>on the book, or indeed any book by the same author, would also be
>appreciated.  E-mail or or in this group, I don't care, although it might
>provoke more discussion if done over the newsgroup.

My feeling was not that the social structure was "shaky" but that it was
quite alien (similar to the way they had five directions at right angles to
each other.) Since there was no expository section in which an overview of
the society was given, we can only see those things which impacted directly
on the story. It was also directly stated that the presence of gods in the
city had a very distorting effect on the society, so that it was not a
'natural' one. I certainly did not feel that I understood how the society
worked, but it was interesting and I gave the author the benefit of the
doubt.

Ed Parlette

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 91 11:56:33 GMT
From: ajl@ecs.soton.ac.uk (Lewis AJ)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Rats and Gargoyles

norrish_m@kosmos.wcc.govt.nz writes:
> On reading Mary Gentle's novel _Rats and Gargoyles_ a second time
>(almost), I am still in doubt as to whether this is a brilliant book, or
>merely a good one with some faults. For example, to me the entire social
>structure of the city (let alone the "world") seems a little bit shaky. I
>get the feeling that this part of it (beyond the main ideas of the
>aristocratic Rats ruling over the humans etc.) was cobbled together when
>needed during the writing. I could be deluded in this thought, and if
>anyone cares to enlighten me I would be most grateful. Any other comments
>on the book, or indeed any book by the same author, would also be
>appreciated.  E-mail or or in this group, I don't care, although it might
>provoke more discussion if done over the newsgroup.

I think you're right - I got a similar impression when I read it.  The main
problem I feel is also one of the book's great assets - she doesn't attempt
to describe the the city in any way other than through what the characters
are saying and perceiving - her narrative remains a chronical of what is
going on, and never strays beyond the present, never explains the everyday
roles of the characters involved, never explains the geography of the city
(though I did gather from reading an interview with Mary Gentle that there
were five point to the city's compass, whatever that means, so that may
make things difficult geography-wise) What she tried to do, I think, was to
give the reader a view of the city on as many levels as possible, the
result being that the view I got of each area was too brief to give me an
overall picture. Maybe there is no overall picture.

Anyway, all this aside, it's still a great book, and well worth reading.

Andy Lewis

------------------------------

Date:    Thu, 5 Dec 1991 15:48:46 EST
From: STU_GLMCELHA@vax1.acs.jmu.edu (Lord Drizzan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Post about Saberhagen 

As much as I'd like to see another Pilgrim book (PYRAMIDS was only so-so,
but I really liked AFTER THE FACT!), I'd much rather see the seventh Lost
Swords book - ESPECIALLY after the cliff-hanger of Mindsword's Story!  My
only question is how many books will there be?  The popular idea is ten,
with Wayfinder, Shieldbreaker, Dragonslicer, and Soulcutter being the final
four but I wouldn't put it past Saberhagen to make it a TWELVE book series,
with books #10 and 11 being Doomgiver and Townsaver!  Soulcutter, in my
opinion, is the logical end to the series either way.

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Eddings (2 msgs) & Hardy (2 msgs) &
                        Hawke (4 msgs) & Larsen & Maddox

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 91 19:04:27 GMT
From: dkrastes@vela.acs.oakland.edu (David Krastes)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Edding's _The Saphire Rose_

chris@MorningStar.Com (Chris Miller) writes:
>krisr@cue.bc.ca (Kristof Roomp) writes:
>>
>>Has anyone read this book? I really liked the first two books...
>>
>Yep.  It's just like the other Elenium books.  Spectacular the first time
>through, but don't even _think_ of trying to read it a second time.

I was disappointed by the ending.  It was a definite anti-climax. When I
started the book I looked in the cover to see if this was the last book or
that there would be other books in the series.  When I found nothing I
assumed it was not the last. It wasn't till almost the end that I realized
that there wasn't much room left to maneuver but right to the end I was
hoping he would add some twist to the story. Don't get me wrong I enjoyed
the book but it seemed somewhat lackluster compared to his earlier series.

David Krastes
dkrastes@vela.secs.oakland.edu
dkrastes@pms001.pms.ford.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Dec 91 05:47:34 GMT
From: krisr@cue.bc.ca (Kristof Roomp)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: David Edding's _The Saphire Rose_

chris@MorningStar.Com (Chris Miller) writes:
>krisr@cue.bc.ca (Kristof Roomp) writes:
>>Has anyone read this book? I really liked the first two books...
>>
>Yep.  It's just like the other Elenium books.  Spectacular the first time
>through, but don't even _think_ of trying to read it a second time.

After having read the book, I must agree with Chris... after having read
the Belgariad God knows how many times, I just couldn't bring myself to
read that book again. Has anyone else noticed how the name "David Eddings"
seems to grow and grow, while the title shrinks? And which *idiot* writes
those "highlights" on the back of the book? Arghhhh. I could strangle
him/her.  Maybe this has something to do with the contents. Eddings seems
to have lost what made the first series unique. Oh well, maybe his _Tamuli_
series will be better.

Kris Roomp
North Vancouver
BC, Canada
krisr@cue.bc.ca

------------------------------

Date: 11 Dec 91 19:12:39 GMT
From: jlpicard@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Lyndon Hardy

Anyone ever heard of Lyndon Hardy? I usually can't stand fantasy, but
someone recommended _Master of the Five Magics_ to me as a book that
portrayed a more, uh, "realistic" approach on how magic might work. There
are a couple of sequels, too: _Secret of the Sixth Magic_ and _<something>
of the Seven Realms_. Finished the first, am about halfway through the
second, and so far I'm really impressed. Good characterization, and no
cutesy elves or unicorns.

So, has Hardy written anything else of note?

Craig Becker
Object Technology Products
craigb@ot.austin.ibm.com 

------------------------------

Date: 15 Dec 91 02:05:46 GMT
From: jefft@athena.mit.edu (Jeff Tang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lyndon Hardy

jlpicard@woofer.austin.ibm.com (Craig Becker) writes:
>Anyone ever heard of Lyndon Hardy? I usually can't stand fantasy, but
>someone recommended _Master of the Five Magics_ to me as a book that
>portrayed a more, uh, "realistic" approach on how magic might work. There
>are a couple of sequels, too: _Secret of the Sixth Magic_ and _<something>
>of the Seven Realms_. Finished the first, am about halfway through the
>second, and so far I'm really impressed. Good characterization, and no
>cutesy elves or unicorns.

Really?  I found his writing unexceptional and the plot fairly predictable.
What made it so dull for was that I could think of many more clever uses
for the magics than they used.

Jeff Tang
jefft@athena.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Dec 91 16:35:10 GMT
From: johnm@oakhill.sps.mot.com (John Morris)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Simon Hawke's TIME WARS series

I am enjoying Simon Hawke's Time Wars series.  I have read the first 3 of
the 12 books, and so far the "setting" has always been based on another
famous book/movie.  I think the books are more enjoyable if I have already
read the story that Hawke is re-telling.

Can anyone out there help me fill in this table??

Time Wars Novel			Setting based on:
 1) The Ivanhoe Gambit		Ivanhoe
 2) The Timekeeper Conspiracy	The Three Musketeers
 3) The Pimpernel Plot		The Scarlet Pimpernel
 4) The Zenda Vendetta		The Prisoner of Zenda
 5) The Nautilus Sanction	20,000 Leagues Under the Sea
 6) The Khyber Connection	??
 7) The Argonaut Affair		(Odyssey/Iliad)??
 8) The Dracula Caper		(Dracula)??
 9) The Lilliput Legion		Gulliver's Travels
10) The Hellfire Rebellion	??
11) The Cleopatra Crisis	??
12) The Six Gun Solution	??

John M. Morris
Motorola Semiconductor 			
Austin, Texas		
(512) 891-3400
johnm@loki.sps.mot.com

------------------------------

Date: 6 Dec 91 22:05:59 GMT
From: albert@chain.ssctr.bcm.tmc.edu (Rick Jones)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Simon Hawke's TIME WARS series

johnm@oakhill.sps.mot.com (John Morris) writes:
>Can anyone out there help me fill in this table??
>
>Time Wars Novel			Setting based on:
> 6) The Khyber Connection	??

Gunga Din

> 8) The Dracula Caper		(Dracula)??

Dracula with a dash of Frankenstein and Sherlock Holmes

>10) The Hellfire Rebellion	??

Vaguely related to the Headless Horseman more of a historical setting
rather than fictional

>11) The Cleopatra Crisis	??

I suppose the story of Mark Antony and Cleopatra.  Again, more historical
than fictional.

>12) The Six Gun Solution	??
				
The gunfight at the OK corral.

Rick Jones
Baylor College of Medicine
albert@bcm.tmc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Dec 91 10:26:28 GMT
From: mwinston@lust.reed.edu (Michael J. Winston)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Simon Hawke's TIME WARS series

At some point, Hawke shifted from literary references to historical
references AND literary references.

he Khyber Connection: I'm not great at history, but it takes place when
Winston Churchill was in the service.  I think the literary reference was
Gunga Din

The Argonaut Affair: Pretty much based on the myth of Jason and the
Argonauts (boy, they were a great band).  I think the literary reference
should be fairly obvious once you've read the book, so I'm not saying
(except that it's an H.G .Wells book)

The Dracula Caper: Just some monster in old England

The Hellfire Rebellion: Here is where Hawke gets historical.  This one
takes place during the Revolutionary War

Cleo Crisis: Take a guess

Six Gun Solution: I was pretty disappointed that this was the end (it
seemed rushed).  This one takes place in the old west and revolves around
the OK Corral.

------------------------------

Date: 9 Dec 91 23:00:36 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Hawke comments (was: Simon Hawke's TIME WARS series)

johnm@oakhill.sps.mot.com (John Morris) writes:
>  I am enjoying Simon Hawke's Time Wars series.  I have read the first 3
> of the 12 books, and so far the "setting" has always been based on
> another famous book/movie.

And often on the book *and* the movie.  "THE NAUTILUS SANCTION," for
example, owes as much to the Disney movie as to the novel.

>     Can anyone out there help me fill in this table??
>  6) The Khyber Connection        ??
  
"KHYBER CONNECTION" is primarily derived from Kipling, and from the
(eminently readable and well-researched!) historical references "Hawke"
quotes in the afterword.

>  8) The Dracula Caper	           (Dracula)??

And all the Frankenstein, Wolf Man, and other Universal and Hammer films;
not to mention the works of A.C. Doyle and H.G.  Wells.  I rather missed
the Green Dragon Tong in subsequent books; perhaps members of the real-life
Green Dragon contacted Mr. "Hawke" and asked not to be referenced in
subsequent works, despite the fact that they were definitely Good Guys in
the book.

> 10) The Hellfire Rebellion       ??
   
Actual American history.  (See the Author's Note.)

> 11) The Cleopatra Crisis         ??

Actual Egyptian/Roman history.  (See the Author's Note.)

> 12) The Six Gun Solution         ??

A whole scad of very careful research into the history of the era; "Hawke"
respectfully references his sources for all the info on the gunfight at the
O.K. Corral.

"Simon Hawke" is the pen name of a sterling gent with an extremely foreign
name, who apparently writes under an Anglic-derived name to insure that
he's not confused with translations of foreign writers.

"Hawke"'s work is notable for the care of its historical and literary
research.  He did a lovely job of blending his favorite historical novels
with researched facts, and concocted a lovely rationale to allow him to use
fantasy and fiction figures in his SF.  "Hawke" is scrupulous about
referencing his sources in his Afterwords and Author's Note sections; he
acknowledges when he takes liberties with known history. (Hey, it *is*
possible that Jean Lafitte was an urchin in Paris at the time of the
Scarlet Pimpernel, just highly improbable.)

Unfortunately, a number of his major plotlines were resolved through the
use of what I term Lepus-Ex-Hattus techniques; but he'd rolled everything
but the kitchen sink into that series, and apparently *really* wanted to
get it over with so he could go on to other things.  There was a
considerable quality slump in the middle books, speaking in terms of
imagination, coherence, and writing style; he'd simply opened up so many
plotlines that he couldn't quite handle everything that was going on - or
at least, not without spending far more time on the work than would have
been appropriate.

That same plotline complexity insures that by the third or fourth book of a
series, he ends up having to blow 20-30 pages of each book re-introducing
the characters and expounding the series background, so that each book can
be sold as a stand-alone; but it's either that, or sell one *big* honking
effer of a book, instead of a series.

Even with that proviso, I buy anything with the "Hawke" name on it, since
"Hawke" gives me better value for my dollar than anyone else working in the
pulp-series field.  He's enough of a scholar that he tries to get things
right, and he has a pawky sense of humor that's quite refreshing (vide
"Broom" in the "WIZARD" series; no one else could pull off using a Yenta
Broom as a familiar, evoking the imagery of Fantasia.... and using
Disneyland (referred to as "The Magic Kingdom") as a hideout for
carnivorous Elder Gods in one book.).

The "WIZARD" series, already up to six books, is usually readable.  The
research there is locale-, rather than history-, oriented.

"Hawke"'s "PSYCHODROME" series has potential, but he's already fallen afoul
of the same problem he had in the "TIME WARS" series there; too many
plotlines at once.

On the basis of internal evidence and snide references in the various
"Hawke" series, I'm pretty sure he's also the "J.D. Masters" who writes the
"STEELE" series, of which I've read none, so far.

I figure if you buy anything with the name "Hawke" on the spine, you're
investing your money far more wisely than if you were to invest in, for
example, the latest Xanthoid Dreck.  Recommended.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 91 19:07:12 GMT
From: write@eff.org (Glen Cox)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review of Jeanne Larsen's BRONZE MIRROR

			  Mirrors Within Mirrors
		 Review of BRONZE MIRROR by Jeanne Larsen

   Jeanne Larsen's BRONZE MIRROR is the story of Pomegranate, new maid to
the Su household, brought (and bought) from her family to minister to Lady
Phoenix, new wife to the head of the household.  BRONZE MIRROR is also the
story of a competition between members of the godhead - a competition
caused by a tiff between The Yellow Emperor and his wife, the Silkweb
Empress.  There's also the bodhisattva, who warns of the karmic debt
created by the story-tellers.  There's Reedflute and his master/lover
Inkstone, the young goddess- in-waiting Spinner, and the double-pupiled
inventor of the Chinese written language Tsang-jieh.  Then there's the
river dragon, the lord of the hill, the ten lords of Hell, the wrong
Redgold, the womanizing Second Master, the Horsehead Woman...hey, a larger
cast of characters and plots within plots is rarely seen outside of daytime
television!
   In my drive to become an expert on little-known American literature
based on Chinese myth, legend and history (specialization is the key, as
they told us in college), this is the third book that I've recently read in
the field.  (The other recent additions that I read were Mark Salzman's THE
LAUGHING SUTRA and Barry Hughart's EIGHT SKILLED GENTLEMEN.)  Talk about
three dissimilar books!  Hughart's novels are fantasy/mystery, proudly
published as genre books - why, BRIDGE OF BIRDS even won a genre award.
THE LAUGHING SUTRA was on semi-proud display at The Strand (New York's
largest used bookstore) in the "Reviewer's Copies" section, that purgatory
created for books sufficiently unknown to the columnists for New York's
fashionable review mags, a judgment roundly carried out across the nation.
And BRONZE MIRROR - I can't say for sure, but if I were one to judge a book
by its cover, I'd say Larsen is a card-carrying member of the literati.
   Which isn't to say her book isn't just as good as the others, but it
does carry some unnecessary baggage with it.  One of the nicest things
about THE LAUGHING SUTRA was the total absence of the writer; Salzman,
although quite engaging in person, kept his ego free of his wordsmithing.
Hughart uses the framing device of Number Ten Ox narrating the stories
which we read as his memoirs.  But Larsen is as much a character in BRONZE
MIRROR as Pomegranate, The Yellow Emperor, Spinner, Lady Phoenix, or the
mirror of the title itself.
   Larsen (a professor of creative writing and English at Hollins College,
Roanoke, Virginia and what a dead give-a-way that is, eh?) knows her stuff.
BRONZE MIRROR is almost a history of writing styles.  She ranges from the
episodic Pomegranate's Story to an encyclopedic treatise on tea in China,
from the fairy tale to the seriocomic tragedy.  And, before it's all done,
she's passed you into the postmodernist era, commenting on the book from
within the book.  Her talent is obvious, and maybe that's my problem with
BRONZE MIRROR - I couldn't escape from the realization that I was reading a
book, rather than reading or hearing a story.  Larsen's previous novel was
SILK ROAD, and the next time I feel a little introspective, maybe I'll pick
it up.
    So, all-in-all, thumbs up at a forty-five degree angle on this one.  If
you've finished Salzman's book, and you need another China fix, this may be
your cup of (not Earl Grey, but Misty Summit) tea.

[This review appeared in a slightly different form in Mark Ziesing's
catalog #95.]

Author: Larsen, Jeanne
Title: Bronze Mirror
Publisher: Henry Holt
City: New York
Date: 1991
ISBN: 0-8050-1110-2
Format: hardback, US$19.95 
Pages: 337 pp.

------------------------------

Date: 23 Dec 91 10:08:58 GMT
From: dac@prolix.pub.uu.oz.au (Andrew Clayton)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Halo; first impressions.

Not a review, just a few words to my dear pal, Tom Maddox;

At a rough guess [since the book is elsewhere], I'm just over half way
through your novel.  At 212pp, it's a move away from the trend of Big
Books.

Since being on the receiving end of a couple of poisonous Maddox flames, I
was on the lookout for juicy mistakes, or qualms about the style.  I found
little to complain about so far.  Tom's use of the double hyphen -- to join
ideas within in a sentence, is far less apparent than in his other story
_Snake-eyes_.  A singular occurence of next mistyped as "enxt", and a
strange concoction that surely must be a typo "Neuro-ontic connectors",
were all the 'mistakes' that I found.

Colours, or rather descriptions of colours, abound through the book.  A
friend of mine who has published a few short works, and is seeking a
publisher for his novel, is also dead keen on describing vibrant colours
and hues; you visual people jar us kinesthetics all the time, eh?

I was surprised at the author photo, which showed Tom to be a
jovial-looking bearded person, with piggy little eyes.  It was nothing like
the leering sardonic figure I had imagined, indeed being somewhat more
portly than one would like to admit to.

After spending an inordinate sum of money to acquire this tome, my feeling
now is that I should have waited until the paperback edition was released.

The story itself? "AI goes mad with a drill and sex" sort of sums it up.
6/10.

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Today's Topics:

	  Books - Heinlein (6 msgs) & Kay (6 msgs) & Lem (2 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 6 Dec 91 03:57:47 GMT
From: chorn@pomona.claremont.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Heinlein

THE MOON IS A HARSH MISTRESS is Heinlein's best novel. It lays out many of
his best ideas about politics and society, in the planning of a revolution
for independence of Lunar colonists from Earth in the late 21st century. An
exciting and thought-provoking book, it was the last Heinlein novel to win
a SF literary award (the 1966 Hugo for Best Novel)

BETWEEN PLANETS and RED PLANET, are, oddly enough, also about revolution (a
favorite theme of Heinlein). They are two of Heinlein's "juveniles," a
series of novels he wrote for release during the Christmas season for
Scribeners' during the late 40s and 1950s. These books are said to have
inspired a generation of space scientists. Although they were written for
teenagers, they lack none of Heinlein's gifts for storytelling, technical
accuracy, and philosophy, and almost all of could be enjoyed by adults
(Sometimes the revolt of Heinlein's youngsters against their elder
authority figures is quite vicious, and there are some who even see a
precursor in these novels to the youth rebellion of the 1960s).

THE NUMBER OF THE BEAST is, personally, one of my least favorite novels,
but that is probably because I compare the style to his earlier works I
started with. It was a bestseller, and some people like it very much. It is
an alternative-universe hopping adventure story, and Heinlein basically
does whatever he wants in the book. It generally sacrifices narrative for
personality. Some called it "self-indulgent," but, if so, few writers had
earned that as much as Heinlein.

GRUMBLES FROM THE GRAVE is a posthumous collection of Heinlein's
correspondence, edited by his wife Virginia. It probably would not be of
much interest to someone just starting out with Heinlein; if you get to
like him, you may want to pursue it. When you're a big fan of an author,
you want to know all about him and his views - GRUMBLES is an autobiography
of sorts, but the best book so far on Heinlein himself, and my favorite
Heinlein book, is EXPANDED UNIVERSE, a 1979 anthology of short stories and
essays.

Carl Horn

------------------------------

Date: 6 Dec 91 22:22:36 GMT
From: paanderson@zodiac.rutgers.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: re:Heinlein

I would highly recommend Starship Troopers if you can find it.  There are
very few bad Heinlein books but I wouldn't rate any one of his books as
"Greatest of all time." I don't think Number of the Beast is that bad of a
book but I would not put it ahead of Moon is a Harsh Mistress or Starship
Troopers or even Friday. Another one that I just recalled enjoying very
much is Methuseleh's Children.
 
Avoid Glory Road at all costs.  As I recall, this is the only Heinlein book
that I would not recommend but there are still about 5 or 6 I haven't read.
 
Happy reading!

------------------------------

Date: 9 Dec 91 16:06:12 GMT
From: ib09@rz70.rz.uni-karlsruhe.de (Thomas Koenig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Heinlein

paanderson@zodiac.rutgers.edu writes:
>Avoid Glory Road at all costs.  As I recall, this is the only Heinlein
>book that I would not recommend but there are still about 5 or 6 I haven't
>read.

I rather liked 'Glory Road', except for its ending.  It is a light, fast -
paced adventure story, should be good for an amusing 1 1/2 hour's reading
or so.  Of course, towards the end RAH gets preachy, but by now I can deal
with these sections, by reading one page in three seconds :-)

Thomas Koenig
ib09@rz.uni-karlsruhe.de
ui0t@dkauni2.bitnet
ui0t@ibm3090.rz.uni-karlsruhe.dbp.de

------------------------------

Date: 9 Dec 91 12:53:14 GMT
From: cj_west@csd.brispoly.ac.uk (Clare West)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Heinlein

>>>       The Moon is a Harsh Mistress

Best of his 'adult' fiction. Probably his best over all.

bob@castle.ed.ac.uk (Bob Gray) writes:
>I don't understand why people keep calling this one his best, or why it
>appears as so many people's all-time number one. It's good, I don't find
>it that good.
>
>Anyone care to try and explain why they rate it so highly?

Novel idea. When I read it the idea of a computer actually being conscious
(rather than just running a very clever program that made it 'seem'
conscious) was a very interesting new idea.

And the stilted english - which actually works.

>>                  Friday
>Not until you are more familiar with his style.

This was the book that finally turned me off most of Heinlein's adult
fiction. I went back and reread my shelf full of his books and realised I'd
been had.

I would recommend much of his juvenile fiction. 

I've worked out an equation which helps you to decide whether to read one
of Heinleins books (obviously there are exceptions to this rule, and I
haven't read a Heinlein book for about 3 years)

x = number_of_pages * number_of_women_characters * age_of_main_character

The smaller x is the more likely it is that the story is any good.

Your mileage may vary,

Clare J. West
cj_west@{csd,prime2}.bristol-poly.ac.uk

------------------------------

Date: 10 Dec 91 05:56:41 GMT
From: joel@peora.sdc.ccur.com (Joel Upchurch)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Heinlein

seawasp@pitt.edu (Ryk E Spoor) writes:
> _Time For The Stars_: One of his more interesting juveniles, dealing with
> space exploration by near-light vessels and telepathic communication.
> 
> _Farmer in the Sky_: Again, a neat juvenile.

These are good juveniles, but my two favorites are _Citizen of the Galaxy_
and _The Rolling Stones_. The portrait that Heinlein draws of the society
on Jubbulpore is fascinating. You get a view of how a society that
practices chattel slavery might look, from the slave's point of view. The
story is less interesting once Thorby gets off Jubbulpore, but the customs
of the Hanseatics have some features of interest. This is one of my
favorite books and I have read it many times.  I wonder what Heinlein would
have done with the story if he hadn't been constrained by the conventions
of a juvenile novel.

_The Rolling Stones_ I like because it is just a fun book to read.  Sort of
a situation comedy where the whole family has genius level IQs and live in
a spaceship.

Joel Upchurch
Upchurch Computer Consulting
718 Galsworthy
Orlando, FL 32809
(407) 859-0982
joel@peora.ccur.com
{uiucuxc,hoptoad,petsd,ucf-cs}!peora!joel

------------------------------

Date: 21 Dec 91 16:59:32 GMT
From: rlm7638@tamsun.tamu.edu (Jack McKinney)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: REQUEST: List of Heinlein's books in order written...

    The subject says it all: Does anyone have a list of all of the books
that Heinlein wrote and the order in which he wrote them? I would be very
appreciative if they could post it, or send it to me. Thanks.

Jack Mckinney
rlm7638@tamsun.tamu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Dec 91 23:11:00 GMT
From: math5d@vtcc1.cc.vt.edu 
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Kay's _Tigana_   *SPOILERS!*

I just finished Guy Gavriel Kay's _Tigana_, which I picked up after I saw
the recommendations here on the net. To the people who recommended it I
just want to say:
  Thankyouthankyouthankyou!
This is one of the best novels I have ever read! In a world where almost
any hack can slap some ink on paper and get published (activate Flame Guard
(tm)), it wonderful to come across an author who has such skill with plot
and prose. Now, I'm a fan of epic fantasy, and have read many variations on
the theme. Yes, I really enjoyed Eddings (the first time, that is). But
where The Belgariad, et al. is epic fantasy for the (oops, there's that
word) masses, _Tigana_ is literary epic fantasy, and quite absorbing, at
that. Now, a few questions:

Spoilers Ahead!!!

1. Who are Devin's parents? Early in the book it is hinted that 
   they were someone important before Tigana's fall, but this
   is never resolved. And...
2. Will there be a sequel? Things are all tied up, life is good, 
   then three men meet a riselka. One is blessed, One will change,
   and One will die. Nifty way to set up a sequel, just throw in
   a casual sentence like that. Finally...
3. Does anyone know when The Fionvar Tapestry will be reissued?
   I really want to read more of Kay's work. In case you hadn't
   noticed, I'm very impressed.

I'd appreciate if you replied via e-mail; if I get enough responses I'll
post a summary.

Thanks.

Tom Brady

------------------------------

Date: 7 Dec 91 16:00:00 GMT
From: math5d@vtcc1.cc.vt.edu 
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Kay's _Tigana_ answer summary  **SPOILERS**

Thanks to all of you who responded to my questions on Guy Gavriel Kay's
_Tigana_ - on a Friday night, even! A summary of answers follows:

Danger: Spoilers Ahead!

The questions were: 1. Who are Devin's parents?
                    2. Will there be a sequel?
                    3. When will Fionvar Tapestry be rereleased?

1. No real agreement here. I still feel that they were someone
   important (heck, the Prince of Tigana knew them). The concensus
   though is that they were upstanding citizens-Gavin fought at the
   Deisa, Devin's mother died, and they fled to Asoli. Hy, Devin's
   father was *not* Saevar the sculptor, who is mentioned in the
   prologue. Saevar is the father of Dianora and Baerd.

2. This provoked some interesting discussion, most of which I agree
   with. A sequel, while welcomed, is not necessary. Two statements
   worthy of quoting here. mms@turing.toronto.edu (Michelle) writes:

>  According to Mr. Kay, there will be no sequel to _Tigana_.

ben@st.canard.spc.edu (Ben Cohen) writes:
>  Personally, I'm incredibly tired of authors who refuse to let a
>  story end even though they've used up all of their ideas.

I agree wholeheartedly with you, Ben. I find it distressing that in the
current market a one-off (i.e. no sequels) like _Tigana_ is a relative
rarity. After reflection, I'm quite happy that there will not be a sequel.
It's a credit to Mr. Kay that he thinks highly enough of his audience to
leave the rest to their imagination. (at least, that's the way *I* read
it).  Finally, I agree with Brad, who suggests that _Tigana_ would be a
weaker book if Mr. Kay had tried to arrange for a happy ending for
everyone. Yeah, you're aggravated with Scelto for keeping his secrets, but
hey, that's true to life, y'know?

3. Again, Michelle comes to the rescue and informs us that the Fionvar
Tapestry series will be rereleased around Feb-March 1992.

Outside of all of this, rod@cats.ucsc.edu (Roderick Su) makes the point
that Alessan is the most manipulative Good Guy (tm) he's seen in ages.
While I agree that he may seem manipulative, can't some of that be
discounted by a man's personal charisma? The Tiganans weren't necessarily
fighting for Alessan, they were fighting for the reurn of their homeland.
Alessan is a charismatic leader, but he seems to be primarily organizing
the movement. What I'm trying to say is that the Tiganans' motivation is
not the restoration of the Prince of Tigana, it is the restoration of their
home, and they believe in their cause as fervently (or maybe even more
fervently in Baerd's case) as Alessan. Again, though - my views, your
mileage may vary.

Thanks to Hy, Brad, Michelle, Ben, Chris, and Roderick for their responses!

Tom Brady
VPI&SU

------------------------------

Date: 8 Dec 91 20:21:05 GMT
From: tomw@bears.ucsb.edu (Tom Weinstein)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Kay's _Fionavar_Tapestry_

What I heard was that _The_Summer_Tree_ is going to be out in February,
_The_Wandering_Fire_ in April, and _The_Darkest_Road_ in June.

Tom Weinstein
tomw@bears.ucsb.edu

------------------------------

Date: 9 Dec 91 16:32:05 GMT
From: rcj@caen.engin.umich.edu (R o d Johnson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Kay's _Fionavar_Tapestry_

grr@cbmvax.commodore.com (George Robbins) writes:
>What, if any relation is there between FT and Tigana? 

Well, they're both written by the same person, of course.  Also, they both
take place within a very vague "metauniverse".  Fionavar (called Finvair or
some such name in Tigana) is a sort of original world that the others,
including ours and Tigana's, are echoes or emanations of.  This is sort of
important in FT, much much less so in Tigana (Finvair is mentioned in
passing as a sort of legend).  The reference in Tigana is essentially an
in-joke, something for readers of FT to get, not anything important to the
story

Rod Johnson
rcj@caen.engin.umich.edu

------------------------------

Date: 12 Dec 91 13:55:47 GMT
From: HEROY%LSUVM@ricevm1.rice.edu (Paul Heroy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Fionavar Tapestry

Good news for fans of Guy Gavriel Kay! (Or possibly, in the US, people who
want to be fans...) The Fionavar Tapestry trilogy is *finally* going to be
published in paperback. I saw a newsletter yesterday that mentioned this; I
don't remember the publisher but the schedule was something like February,
May, August - one every 3 months. Apparently Tigana has been successful
enough here that someone decided to go ahead and publish all three, even
though the first 2 were published by someone else. (Contract problems kept
the third book from ever being published in paperback until now.)

Paul Heroy
heroy@lsuvm.sncc.lsu.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Dec 91 04:24:26 GMT
From: ap1i+@andrew.cmu.edu (Andrew C. Plotkin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Fionavar Tapestry

Slightly off-topic, but good enough:

At Worldcon, Guy Kay read a chapter from his most recent book, _A Song for
Arbanne_. (Or _...Arvanne_, or _...Arvaan_ -- I didn't see it written
down.)

It's a fantasy built around Troubador France, the same way _Tigana_ was
built around Renaissance Italy.

What he read sounded good, but I had to leave early (to catch the train
back to Pittsburgh, so I wouldn't miss even *more* classes and believe me,
I considered skipping it)

He said he was just finishing it then (early September), so it would be
buyable (in hardback) by next September.

Everybody start counting.

------------------------------

Date: 6 Dec 91 08:19:56 GMT
From: byron@archone.tamu.edu (Byron Rakitzis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem

mcirvin@husc10.harvard.edu (Mcirvin) writes:
>bmadsen@bambam.dsd.es.com (Bruce Madsen) writes:
>>I've only read "The Cyberiad, Tales for the Cybernetic Age" by Lem, but
>>it ranks among my all-time favorite SF. I'd be interested in any other
>>recommendations for works by Lem.
>
>"The Cyberiad" (one of my very favorite books too) is characteristic of
>Lem's more bizarre, satirically oriented fiction; [...]
>
>He's also written a lot of more traditional SF, some of which is among the
>best ever written; [...]

I read the Cyberiad in high-school; it was an old copy loaned to me by a
friend who now lives in Mexico, I think. I'd been looking all over the
place for this book (in new and used bookstores), and finally I was able
find a copy just last week in a Bookstop in Houston. This is also one of my
all-time favorite SF books.

I just wanted to wonder out loud why Lem seems to be so underappreciated,
given his considerable talent.

Also, a question: is all of Lem's fiction written in Polish? How does he
choose the translators? A lot of the writing (in particular the fake
techno-babble) depends on puns which must surely lose something in the
translation. Can anyone who has read Lem in both Polish and English comment
on the differences?

------------------------------

Date: 6 Dec 91 20:49:56 GMT
From: mcirvin@husc10.harvard.edu (Mcirvin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem

byron@archone.tamu.edu (Byron Rakitzis) writes:
>I just wanted to wonder out loud why Lem seems to be so underappreciated,
>given his considerable talent.

He isn't underappreciated in Eastern Europe.  His stuff is, I think, very
different from what American audiences have come to expect.  Even in his
more typical-SF-like books such as _Solaris_ he spends long passages
philosophizing, or spouting mildly satirical descriptions of academic
disputes; for someone used to a fast read (note I make no statements about
whether this is good or bad) such bits are rather rough sledding.

>Also, a question: is all of Lem's fiction written in Polish? How does he
>choose the translators? A lot of the writing (in particular the fake
>techno-babble) depends on puns which must surely lose something in the
>translation. Can anyone who has read Lem in both Polish and English
>comment on the differences?

Lem writes in several languages; _Solaris_ was, I think, written in French
(I'd like to get my hands on the original someday).  _Cyberiad_ is his most
wordplay-dependent book, and I also can't help but wonder how much of the
English edition is Michael Kandel's creation.  I have heard that Lem reads
English but doesn't consider his knowledge sufficient to write in it.

Matt McIrvin

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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Date: 11 Dec 91 22:22:10 GMT
From: gerrid@iastate.edu (Gerri M Dunnigan)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: K. Kurtz and J. Roberson-New book info?

Does anyone have any information as to when the followup novel to "The
Harrowing of Gwynnedd" (sp?) by K. Kurtz is to be published?  How about "A
Tapestry of Lions" by Jennifer Roberson, the last book of the Cheysuli
series?

------------------------------

Date: 16 Dec 91 16:26:27 GMT
From: akriger@hamp.hampshire.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Katherine Kurtz and the Deryni

I am a fan of Katherine Kurtz's Deryni books.  About a year ago, she
published the first book of a new trilogy, The Harrowing of Gwennydd
(excuse the spelling).  Where's the rest of the trilogy, does anyone know?

Andrew Kriger

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 91 13:53:12 GMT
From: amd@space.mit.edu (Ann M. Davis)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Katherine Kurtz and the Deryni

akriger@hamp.hampshire.edu writes:
> I am a fan of Katherine Kurtz's Deryni books.  About a year ago, she
> published the first book of a new trilogy, The Harrowing of Gwennydd
> (excuse the spelling).  Where's the rest of the trilogy, does anyone
> know?

Not a clue.

She used to put a book out every January, I know because it was always
touch and go whether or not the book dealers at Confusion would have it.
I'm keeping my fingers crossed that this is the case this year.

Ann M. Davis
MIT Center for Space Research		
amd@space.mit.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 91 17:44:42 GMT
From: cbjuland@vax1.umkc.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Deryni order?

What is the proper oreder for Kurtz's "Deryni" novels?  Does it really
matter which series I read first?  Thanks.

Chris Bjuland
cbjuland@umkcvax1
cbjuland@vax1.umkc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 91 06:32:37 GMT
From: ba@mrcnext.cso.uiuc.edu (B.A. Davis-Howe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Deryni order?

The Deryni books were written:
   Deryni trilogy
   Camber trilogy
   Kelson trilogy
   Heirs trilogy (in progress)
with the _Deryni Archives_ (short stories) and _Deryni Magic_ (analysis of
the magic) mixed in.

The timeline is:
   Camber trilogy
   Heirs trilogy
   Deryni trilogy
   Kelson trilogy
with the other two encompassing it all.

The Deryni trilogy is not my favorite (in fact, I think that it is pretty
poor work, especially since it does not fit with the magic she develops
later (in these, magic tends to be of the "say the right words and demons
appear" school), it also reads like a modern political novel, not fantasy).
[The preceding is an opinion, others will disagree.]  However, if you want
to read the whole series, it may be the best place to begin, so you don't
throw it across the room later.  It does introduce some nice characters who
continue in the Kelson trilogy.

The Camber trilogy is my favorite (so far).  I love the MacRories - they
have become like distant relatives of whom one hears stories.  _The
Harrowing of Gwynedd_ is interesting, but Katherine makes a grave error at
the end.  It doesn't detract too much from the story, but I would like to
have a heart-to-heart chat with her about it.  She pissed a number of us
off.

Back to reading order: basically, there are two series (so far): the
Deryni- Kelson series and the Camber-Heirs series.  As long as you read in
order in each of the two series (i.e.: Deryni before Kelson, and/or Camber
before Heirs) you should be fine.  The _Archives_ and _Magic_ should be
read by those who are familiar with the universe.  _Magic_ may not be most
folks cup of tea; I like to know the rationale behind the magic (I hate
Deus ex Machina!).

For completeness, the canon so far is:
The Chronicles of the Deryni: _Deryni Rising_, _Deryni Checkmate_, and
_High  Deryni_
The Legends of Camber of Culdi: _Camber of Culdi_, _Saint Camber_, and
_Camber  the Heretic_
The Histories of King Kelson: Vol. I: _The Bishop's Heir_, Vol. II: _The
King's Justice_, and Vol. III: _The Quest for Saint Camber_
The Heirs of Saint Camber: _The Harrowing of Gwynedd_
_Deryni Archives_ (short stories)
_Deryni Magic_ (non-fiction)

Enjoy!

------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 91 13:51:30 GMT
From: eah4@po.cwru.edu (Elizabeth A. Hlabse)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Katherine Kurtz and the Deryni

I believe I posted this once before, but since people are asking again,
here it is:

A while back I said I would be seeing Katherine at a con.  The con is off,
so I wrote to her and asked for an update on what she's doing and she
kindly sent me the following to post on the board.

_Javan's Year_ is nearly finished and should be out by next fall in
hardcover. _The Bastard Prince_ is 1992's project, to appear in fall of
1993. (This one will bring us up through at least some of the events of
948.) I'll probably do the Childe Morgan books next, which are the
immediate precursors of _Deryni Rising_. At some point, totally out of
sequence and as a 4th book in the 2nd Kelson series, I hope to squeeze in
the book in which Kelson finally gains a bride. I fear folks may lynch me
if I leave him wifeless for too long! (But do remember, he's only 19!)

Another project in progress is a new fantasy.thriller series, _The Adept_,
set in present-day Scotland, co-authored with Deborah Turner Harris.  Sir
Adam Sinclair is a psychiatrist and senior Adept in the Dr. Taverner mould
and perhaps his spiritual successor. His esoteric colleagues are an
Edinburgh police inspector who is a medium (Det. Chief Inspector Noel
McLeod) and Peregrine Lovat, a young portrait artist who can paint his
sitters' past lives and sometimes their deaths.  _Adept 2: The Lodge of the
Lynx_ is due for release in April/May of 1992.  _Adept 3: The Templar
Treasure_ is in progress.

Outside the Deryni and Adept universes, I am also working on a mainstream
project set during the American War for Independence, with some of the same
kind of flavor of _Lammas Night_.  Some of the "historical" characters
featured in _Two Crowns for America_ include George Washington, Lafayette,
Bonnie Prince Charlie, and the Count of Saint-Germain.  Look for it in 1993
or 1994, from Bantam.  There is also a strong possibility of another novel
featuring the principal characters from _Lammas Night_, set later in WW II.

So it looks like we have a bit of a wait, but, oh boy, what we're waiting
for.

------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 91 19:44:12 GMT
From: anonymous@hmivax.humgen.upenn.edu (Liz Broadwell)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: A Harrowing End? (Was Re: Deryni order?)

ba@mrcnext.cso.uiuc.edu (B.A. Davis-Howe) writes:
> The Camber trilogy is my favorite (so far).  I love the MacRories - they
> have become like distant relatives of whom one hears stories.  _The
> Harrowing of Gwynedd_ is interesting, but Katherine makes a grave error
> at the end.  It doesn't detract too much from the story, but I would like
> to have a heart-to-heart chat with her about it.  She pissed a number of
> us off.

I've only begun lurking here recently - what did I miss?  What in
particular about the end of _Harrowing_ do people object to?  I must admit,
myself, to being much more peeved at the end of _The Quest for Saint
Camber_, which seems needlessly messianic.  "Non mortuus est.  Resurget,"
indeed!

Liz Broadwell
Department of English
The University of Pennsylvania
anonymous@hmivax.humgen.upenn.edu

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 91 12:45:00 GMT
From: PYMCKAM@indsvax1.indstate.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lackey

For those who answered the "Herald's of Valdemar" note... Thanks.  I'm a
semi-active member of Queen's Own, the Misty Lackey fan club, and know the
editor of the fan club as well as Misty herself and her new husband Larry
Dixon.  I'd been reading the digests and just wondered if there might be
any Misty fans out there possibly even fellow Queen's Own.  I also couldn't
pass up the opportunity to do some plugging for Misty's books.  (Judith
would probably have approved.)  If anyone is interested in writing I'd be
more than happy to correspond.  I haven't finished my Herald's story yet,
but will have it done soon.  As it stands now people know me as Prince
Garan soon to be Herald Jant Elquin.  I have a newsletter called The Clan
and am putting together a zine called The Clansmen.  I look forward to any
responses.

Thanks!!!

Brad
R.R.1 Box 421-1
Cloverdale, In. 46120
317-795-6812
PYMCKAM@INDSVAX1

------------------------------

Date: 6 Dec 91 17:33:29 GMT
From: cs169095@cs.brown.edu (Eric Marin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: _Bardic Voices_

I just picked up Mercedes Lackey's new novel, _Bardic Voices_.  I am about
4/5 through it, and I'm enjoying it.  It's a world other than the one
Valdemar is set in, but I'm not sure if it's an alternate medieval Terra or
not.  It's another series, of course, but I like it anyway.  I am amazed at
the pace that she's writing these novels.  I believe that this is the
fourth book this year.  I write a lot, but I don't think I'll ever write
that quickly.  Of course, this stuff may have been written earlier, and
it's just getting published now.  Anyhow, I recommend this book for fun,
light reading.

Eric Marin

------------------------------

Date: 9 Dec 91 17:57:42 GMT
From: dani@netcom.com (Dani Zweig)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Lackey:  Bardic Voices -- The Lark and the Wren

As seems to be the case with most of Mercedes Lackey's books, I enjoyed
Bardic Voices, but could have wished that the strings pulling at my heart
were less coarse, less visible, and less manipulative.

The book begins, like most of her others, with a teenaged protagonist who
is unappreciated at home, and much put upon.  After a couple of chapters of
trouble and woe she goes out into the big world to pursue her musical
vocation and

SPOILERS

finds music, adventure and love.  (Surprise.)

The world in which she moves is not well-realized - a fairly standard
pseudo-medieval world full of characters with jarringly modern
sensibilities.

The main plot, essentially a coming-of-age story, is satisfying, but there
are two almost pointless subplots: magic which is unnecessary to the plot
and which has a gallingly whatever-the-plot-requires nature; and what
should have been either a separate novel or, better still, an unwritten
one, jammed onto the end as a fifty-page power fantasy.

Sigh.

Standard Mist Lackey fare: If you like most of her books, you'll like this
one as well but don't expect anything new or different.

Dani Zweig
dani@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Dec 91 00:17:31 GMT
From: mgates@entiat.boeing.com (Michael Gates)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: _Bardic Voices_

cs169095@cs.brown.edu (Eric Marin) writes:
>I just picked up Mercedes Lackey's new novel, _Bardic Voices_.  I am about
>4/5 through it, and I'm enjoying it.  It's a world other than the one
>Valdemar is set in, but I'm not sure if it's an alternate medieval Terra
>or not.  It's another series, of course, but I like it anyway.  I am
>amazed at the pace that she's writing these novels.  I believe that this
>is the fourth book this year.

It shows, too. Winds of Fate was terribly disappointing for me. The books
that bring so many Valdemar series threads together should be phenomenal,
and it really makes me angry that she is shortchanging them for all these
other things.

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 91 19:04:22 GMT
From: sksircar@phoenix.princeton.edu (Subrata Sircar)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Bardic Voices (Review) by Mercedes Lackey

I picked this book up with trepidation; I have greatly enjoyed Mercedes
Lackey's writing in the past (particularly the Last Herald-Mage trilogy,
which I preferred to the Arrows books), but she seems to be taking on new
projects with ever-increasing frequency these days.  This book is billed as
Book I of The Lark and the Wren, and along with continuing her Valdemar
books, coauthoring another set and the Diana Tregard books, she's going to
be writing in her sleep for a while.  The good news is twofold: a) this
book is complete in and of itself (although the direction of future books
seems pretty clear) b) this book isn't a drop in quality compared to
previous works.  I enjoyed this one, although it is far from her best.

The plot is fairly standard; mistreated child with musical talent runs away
from home to pursue her abilities and get away from misunderstanding
parents (just as every other Mercedes Lackey main character does, it
seems).  Along the way, she fiddles for a ghost, learns about the evil and
corrupt Church, and discovers that whores aren't always despicable.  After
discovering firsthand that Guild Bards aren't tolerant of women at all, she
joins the Free Bards, where (of course) most of the talented musicians are.
The main difficulty I have with the plot is despite the number of wicked
and evil people in the world, Rune (the heroine) meets none of them.  She
fiddles for a ghost, who, instead of devouring her and sending her to Hell,
give her enough silver to run away and start lessons.  Upon entering the
city, instead of being mugged, robbed or cheated, she finds a helpful
innkeeper who gives her plenty of good advice.  When she looks for a music
teacher, she just happens to find someone who doesn't cheat her, finds her
a place to stay *and* a good job.  When she gets beaten up and kicked out
by the Guild Bards, a kindly Free Bard just happens to pick her up and give
her everything she wanted from the Guild Bards.  And so on; Rune runs into
nothing but nice people for the majority of the book, and generally solves
her problems with the help of good friends and common sense.  Despite the
various storm clouds on the horizon, most of them stay away from Rune, as
though she's walking on a safe path through a jungle.

The book's saving grace is strong characterization and a reasonable pace
(which becomes forced at the end; the wrap-up is somewhat unrealistic,
without enough background to really anchor it) which meanders through some
nice descriptions of the culture and background.  It flows nicely and the
characters hold your interest; in some ways the lack of trouble for the
heroine is nice as it allows her to meet lots of interesting and kind
people.  The book is populated with enough characters to set up a universe,
which evidently Ms.  Lackey is going to do.

Overall, I enjoyed reading this book (although I would like more from this
particular author, as some of her books have really impressed me) and will
look out for the sequel.  I would recommend this to readers who like
Mercedes Lackey's books, but not to someone who hasn't read her stuff
before.  For you, I say "Go find the Last Herald-Mage books; they have all
the strengths of this book and fewer weaknesses."

Recommended: 6 out of 10.

Author: Mercedes Lackey
Title: Bardic Voices
Date: January 1992
ISBN: 0-671-72099-6
Publisher: Baen Books, Baen Publishing Enterprises
Format: Paperback $4.99
Pages: 488 pages
Series: Book I of The Lark and the Wren

Subrata Sircar
sksircar@phoenix.princeton.edu
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Date: 20 Dec 91 23:16:05 GMT
From: 003@pnet16.cts.com (Lcdr Smith)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: William Shatner's "TEKLORDS"

The first book of this series was pure, unadulterated drivel.  I almost
threw it out partially read, but ended up leaving it in my car, and reading
most of it while waiting for class to start.  Now the sequel to TEKWARS is
out has anybody read it and care to comment??

UUCP: humu!nctams1!pnet16!003
ARPA: humu!nctams1!pnet16!003@nosc.mil
INET: 003@pnet16.cts.com

------------------------------

Date: 13 Dec 91 09:18:30 CST
From: RBLEILER@prime.mhsl.uab.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Arhtur Douglas Howden Smith

  Would anybody out there know the serial publication dates of Arthur
Douglas Howden Smith's "Grey Maiden" series?  I believe it began in 1926
and continued for some time thereafter; a book was published from the
series in 1929 (and reprinted in the 1970s), but I don't believe it lists
the serialization information.  (A list of where I have not been able to
find the information is a long one, but the data is not in any of the
general periodical indexes, nor does it appear in such specialized indexes
as Robbins indexes to the pulp magazines.  And nobody seems to have done a
bibliography of the works of Arthur D. Howden Smith!)

  I'd suggest replying to me rather than posting answers on the nets, but
perhaps there is a netwide interest in forgotten books by largely forgotten
but once important writers.

  Thank you for any help you can give.

Richard Bleiler
RBleiler@UABDPO

------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 91 15:32:15 GMT
From: rll1@kepler.unh.edu (Robert L Lamothe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Dragonlance/Krynn

   I've been monitoring this net for a while now and have yet to find any
Dragonlance lovers out there.  I find this surprising giving the number of
volumes based on Krynn, especially now when Spelljammer and Krynn have come
together for a new Trilogy.  Where are all you 'lancers

Bob

------------------------------
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SF-LOVERS Digest            Monday, 23 Dec 1991       Volume 16 : Issue 475

Today's Topics:

		 Books - Moran (5 msgs) & Niven (5 msgs) &
                         Powers & Rusch & There Won't be War

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 13 Dec 91 00:13:11 GMT
From: rod@cats.ucsc.edu (Rodrick Su)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Tale of Continuing Time by Daniel Keys Moran

When is the next book in ToCT by DKM suppose to be out?  I have been
waiting for his third entry in something like 31 novels of ToCT for about 2
years.  Does anyone out there in the netland have any idea when?  thanks.

Rodrick Su
rod@cats.ucsc.edu
rod@ucscb.ucsc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Dec 91 03:06:08 GMT
From: jeremyl@screech.owlnet.rice.edu (Jeremy Lyn Hart)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tale of Continuing Time by Daniel Keys Moran

rod@cats.ucsc.edu (Rodrick Su) writes:
>When is the next book in ToCT by DKM suppose to be out?  I have been
>waiting for his third entry in something like 31 novels of ToCT for about
>2 years.  Does anyone out there in the netland have any idea when?

WHAAAT??!!!???  Are you saying Daniel Keys Moran has *31* novels out???
(Oh, God, I've got a lot of catching up to do...)  Or is he supposed to
eventually WRITE 31 novels?  The only ones of his I've heard of are
"Emerald Eyes," which I've never read, and "The Long Run," IMHO a great
book.

Later.

Jeremy L. Hart
jeremyl@owlnet.rice.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Dec 91 07:59:46 GMT
From: deckard@cats.ucsc.edu (calliper nosebleed)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tale of Continuing Time by Daniel Keys Moran

jeremyl@screech.owlnet.rice.edu (Jeremy Lyn Hart) writes:
>WHAAAT??!!!???  Are you saying Daniel Keys Moran has *31* novels out???
>(Oh, God, I've got a lot of catching up to do...)  Or is he supposed to
>eventually WRITE 31 novels?  The only ones of his I've heard of are
>"Emerald Eyes," which I've never read, and "The Long Run," IMHO a great
>book.

I know of four of his books: Emerald Eyes (good) The Long Run (great) The
Armageddon Blues (never seen) and The Ring (movie screenplay novelization
which never made it to the theater and is also very good.)

As for something new from him, he doesn't show up as having anything coming
out in the next 6 months or so.  It has been a long time since he wrote
something.

------------------------------

Date: 13 Dec 91 11:11:56 GMT
From: rod@cats.ucsc.edu (Rodrick Su)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Tale of Continuing Time by Daniel Keys Moran

jeremyl@screech.owlnet.rice.edu (Jeremy Lyn Hart) writes:
>WHAAAT??!!!???  Are you saying Daniel Keys Moran has *31* novels out???
>(Oh, God, I've got a lot of catching up to do...)  Or is he supposed to
>eventually WRITE 31 novels?  The only ones of his I've heard of are
>"Emerald Eyes," which I've never read, and "The Long Run," IMHO a great
>book.

No, if you have read 'Emerald Eyes' DKM discuss his plan for the series,
and he plans for about 31 books in the series. Besides he has 4 books out
already, but only 2 are in ToCT series.

Rodrick Su
rod@cats.ucsc.edu
rod@ucscb.ucsc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Dec 91 15:59:41 GMT
From: potter@csusac.ecs.csus.edu (Carl Kolchak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Tale of Continuing Time by Daniel Keys Moran

rod@cats.ucsc.edu (Rodrick Su) writes:
>When is the next book in ToCT by DKM suppose to be out?  I have been
>waiting for his third entry in something like 31 novels of ToCT for about
>2 years.  Does anyone out there in the netland have any idea when?
     
Hey, don't "noodge" the man.  One of the reasons Moran's work is so damn
good is that he writes ONE (1) book at a time, and takes the time to do the
best job he can.  This is why his first published novel was such a
standout, such an impressive debut; and it's why each successive book is
better than the previous one.
 
Pressure him to keep a schedule, to write fast, and all you'll have is
another Piers Anthony clone.  (and we didn't even need *one* of *THOSE*.)
 
Better he should take his time, and do the very best work he can, and maybe
not even get all 30-odd written before they park his cortex in liquid
helium to await re-cloning technology.
 
He may not be a best-seller *now*, but if he doesn't blow it by going the
Foster/Anthony route, in five-ten years he'll notice that his books are all
in continuous print, he's running out of mantle space for his
engraved-placque spaceship collection, and his wife doesn't seem able to
write checks fast enough to keep the bank balance down.
 
If he doesn't succumb to dope, groupies, or typing out "novels" in two
weeks, in forty years Moran may well be as important in the field as
Heinlein is now.
 
If you want to help the guy out, don't pressure for new books; he's got
them all, right there in his head and notes, ready to be written - rather,
just buy anything with his name on it, and give dupe copies to your friends
who haven't heard of him.  That will ensure that his publisher remembers
that it's a good thing to print and distribute anything Moran sends in.
 

------------------------------

Date: 5 Dec 91 16:29:23 GMT
From: JOELW@snynewvm.bitnet ("William J. Joel")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Niven's Man-Kzin Wars series

I have been reading the series of books initiated by Larry Niven on the
Man-Kzin wars and have found them to be thoroughly enjoyable.  (I'm through
the first three and have purchased number four) I'd like to see other
comments on the series.

Such is Life!  TTFN!

------------------------------

Date: 8 Dec 91 02:20:50 GMT
From: vtessier@vela.acs.oakland.edu (Vince Tessier)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Niven's Man-Kzin Wars series

JOELW@snynewvm.BITNET ("William J. Joel") writes:
>I have been reading the series of books initiated by Larry Niven on the
>Man-Kzin wars and have found them to be thoroughly enjoyable.  (I'm
>through the first three and have purchased number four) I'd like to see
>other comments on the series.

Not a bad idea, and a way to get more mileage out of an idea the author has
tired of.  I believe it has been noted elsewhere that Niven has said he is
done with Known Space (KS), but it remains my favorite SF universe - I
could read competent stories set in KS forever.

Interstellar war remains one of my favorite themes, and the Man-Kzin Wars
go a long way toward exploring an alien psychology.  Niven keeps creative
control over the stories published in his universe, so the quality should
remain high (I don't envision Niven reduced to such money-grubbing poverty
that he'd let the total dreck some writers are capable of through.)

I'd like to see Niven license Ringworld if he doesn't indend to write any
more stories there himself; Ringworld at its height, other areas of
Ringworld ...  There's a *lot* to explore.

Vince Tessier
vtessier@vela.acs.oakland.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Dec 91 16:39:08 GMT
From: robinson@ac.dal.ca
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Sequel to The Mote in God's Eye?

Has anyone seen any sign of Niven and Pournelle's new book titled (guessing
here) "The Mote Around Murcheson's Eye"?  It is supposed to be the sequel
to "The Mote in God's Eye", but I've not seen it out yet.

John Robinson
robinson@ac.dal.ca

------------------------------

Date: 16 Dec 91 18:25:18 GMT
From: rws3n@astsun.astro.virginia.edu (Robert W. Spiker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Sequel to The Mote in God's Eye?

robinson@ac.dal.ca writes:
>Has anyone seen any sign of Niven and Pournelle's new book titled
>(guessing here) "The Mote Around Murcheson's Eye"?

I heard about this *two years* ago in a local bookstore, which said it was
due out in 'a few weeks.'  Similar noises were heard on sf-lovers as well.
I'd really like to see it too, but I gave up after about a year without
seeing it anywhere.  The title is supposed to be 'The Moat Around
Murcheson's Eye' (note moat rather than mote).

Robert W. Spiker
Dept. of Astronomy
Univ. of Virginia
P.O. Box 3818, University Station
Charlottesville VA 22903 USA     
rws3n@virginia.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 91 14:25:21 GMT
From: chuq@apple.com (Chuq Von Rospach)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Sequel to The Mote in God's Eye?

rws3n@astsun.astro.Virginia.EDU (Robert W. Spiker) writes:
>robinson@ac.dal.ca writes:
>>Has anyone seen any sign of Niven and Pournelle's new book titled
>>(guessing here) "The Mote Around Murcheson's Eye"?
>
>I heard about this *two years* ago in a local bookstore, which said it was
>due out in 'a few weeks.'

I'd find a better bookstore. People who toss out that kind of stupid info
(since the book hadn't been written two years ago) shouldn't be supported.
They could have looked at their order books, their catalogs or Locus to
have gotten a real answer. Instead they make stuff up, and the authors get
in trouble when it doesn't happen. (Excuse me, but this is far too common
and pushes a button...)

>Similar noises were heard on sf-lovers as well.  I'd really like to see it
>too, but I gave up after about a year without seeing it anywhere.  The
>title is supposed to be 'The Moat Around Murcheson's Eye' (note moat
>rather than mote).

The last time Jerry mentioned it, it was about to go to he publisher. I
believe it's been turned in, or will be right after the first of the year.
It takes a year to eighteen months to turn a manuscript in a book. This
means you might see it around Christmas 1992, but I'd expect it sometime in
1993. If I have a chance to ask, I'll see if I can get a better date before
Locus does.

Chuq Von Rospach
chuq@apple.com

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 91 00:36:16 GMT
From: ronh@cs.utexas.edu (Ronald Owen Hough)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Tim Powers

mckinney@cs.utexas.edu (Durwood Y. McKinney) writes:
>BTW, I haven't seen any discussion here about Tim Powers (Anubis Gates,
>The Stress of Her Regard, On Stranger Tides).  I've enjoyed him more than
>any author I've read recently.  His books are sort of Historical
>Fantasy/Scifi mixtures, and at least 2 of them use the Romantic Poets as
>characters.

Tim Powers would have to be my favorite sf/fantasy author.  I've read
everything he's ever written, with the exception of "The Way Down the Hill"
(which, if anyone owns it, I'd love to negotiate for...).  There has never
been a time-travel story that satisfied me more than _The Anubis Gates_,
and the rest of his work is just as creative.  You left out _The Drawing of
the Dark_ and _Dinner at Deviant's Palace_, which must be mentioned in any
Powers discussion.  _An Epitaph in Rust_ and _Forsake the Sky_ were his
early works, and while not quite as good were still fun to read.

What I like most about him is his weaving of real history into his books,
so prominently seen in _The Stress of Her Regard_.  I used to think _The
Anubis Gates_ was just as good, before I was clued in to the fact that
Ashbless was a concoction, albeit a very clever one, of Powers and some of
his college friends.

I heard that Powers' next book will be more of a Gothic horror, and might
not even show up on the sf shelves.  _TSoHR_ was pretty close to that
genre, but I'll be interested to see how he fares.

Hey, I just noticed your e-mail address, Ken.  What CS courses are you in
here at UT??  If you're a Powers fan, you might want to check out his stuff
at the Humanities Research Center library...  they've got some interesting
things there, most notably his novella "Night Moves" and a curious pamphlet
containing the 'missing' lines from "The Twelve Hours of the Night",
mentioned in _The Anubis Gates_...

Ron Hough
Univ. of Tx. at Austin
ronh@cs.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 91 19:09:58 GMT
From: sksircar@phoenix.princeton.edu (Subrata Sircar)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The White Mists of Power (review) by Kristine Kathryn Rusch

Kristine Kathryn Rusch is perhaps best known for her work on the Pulphouse
Publishing hardcover magazine line and editing FANTASY AND SCIENCE FICTION.
She has also won a John W. Campbell award as best new writer, and if this
is the book she won the award for the decision was excellent.

The story is nominally about a bard and a magician escaping death at the
hands of a cruel lord and traveling together through a kingdom troubled by
rumors of a magical cataclysm approaching.  The plot moves along briskly,
and a certain plot twist comes together rather nicely about 3/4 of the way
into the book.  From then on, the book quickly moves to wrap together the
larger plot threads.  This rapid resolution feels a little forced (but
that's better than foreshadowing the whole thing to death, as is usually
done) and drops one of my favorite characters, but on the whole does a neat
job.  The plotting is fairly tight, with a good feel for the situations and
politics involved, while the magical elements keep the whole from seeming
stale.

The setting of the book combines elements from several "traditional" high
fantasy stories in an evocative way.  The exiled prince returning to claim
his throne moves through a land where magic is strongly tied to the land,
and each area sports a magical guardian whose loyalty is to the land, not
the humans who rule it.  The handling of the Enos is smooth and lends a
breath of fresh air to the plot.  Other stock-in-trade characters include
the bumbling magician, the evil council members, the sinister, perverted
lords, and the beautiful female mage with an ulterior motive.  This would
be fairly boring, except that it is woven together in a seamless whole and
given a new life as a combination.  The characters rise above their
stereotypes and take on depth and dimension as the story unfolds.  Seymour,
the incompetent mage (child of two of the most powerful magic workers in
the kingdom) in particular was well depicted, developing a real personality
before being dropped to focus on the larger plot threads (he's left rather
out of sorts at the end).

Overall, for a first novel, this book is quite good.  There are some
excellent descriptive passages, some nice characterization, a few nice
ideas, and the quality is even throughout.  The ending was a trifle forced,
and there was lot I felt that needed to be resolved for a completed,
laid-to-rest storyline, but I enjoyed reading this book.  I'll keep an eye
out for other things she writes.

Recommended:  6.5 out of 10.

Author: Kristine Kathryn Rusch
Title: The White Mists of Power
Date: November 1991
ISBN: 0-451-45120-1
Publisher: Roc, New American Library, Penguin Books, USA Inc.
Format: Paperback $3.99
Pages: 302 pages

Subrata Sircar
sksircar@phoenix.princeton.edu

------------------------------

Date: 6 Dec 91 21:08:52 GMT
From: Cate3.osbu_north@xerox.com
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review:  "There Won't be War"  -  bottom line:  don't buy it

"There Won't Be War"  edited by Harry Harrison & Bruce McAllister

     The inside cover looks promising:

" What you're holding is a book about the struggle for peace - about what
it means to be human, about how an honest, thoughtful recognition of what
we are as human beings can show us the way toward a real peace.  Not an
easily dreamt peace, no - not one where men and women lie down lobotomized
in the garden of Eden with lambs and lions and somehow, in the process,
lose their very humanity - but a peace achieved in the face of their
humanity . . . apples, serpents, fear, rage, prejudice, and all.
Intelligences is the key, of course - but so are trust, compassion,
respect, and a very real recognition of the paradoxes, the conflicts within
us, that make us human.
    The struggle isn't easy, but then it shouldn't be"

   The book looked good.  This was promising.  The book seems to, in part,
be a reaction or a take off to a series of books called "There Will be
War."  I've enjoyed the stories about war, but I rather that we have peace.
Part of the reason for this collection of stories may have been to
capitalize on the recent events in Europe.
   It seems an interesting premise, a set of stories about how we achieve
peace.  I had some time to read, I liked the opening, and I've enjoyed
other stories by Harry Harrison; so I bought the book.  I wish I had saved
my money.

   The first story is a short one by Isaac Asimov.  Nothing spectacular.
   The second one is what an infantryman's remembers about WWI as he lays
in the grave.  Not really much about the struggle for peace.  It's more
about the horrors of war.
   The third is about how Earth gets wasted by being caught in the war
between two interstellar empires.  Earth finally achieves peace because the
planet got wasted, and the two empires don't bother with us any more.  It's
not about a thoughtful struggle for peace.  I'm starting to feel cheated.
   The fourth story is about a man who fought in the Vietnam war and and
was saved by a Valkyrie who told him she would be back later when he was to
die in battle.  The story was ok, but again it was not about the struggle
for peace.  It was about how a man knew he was going to have to fight again
when he fifty.  There is no discussion about how to achieve peace.
   The fifth story is about how England is financially conquered by Russia
and America.  The story is not about a hard struggle, of courage and wisdom
with peace finally being achieved.  It is about conquest.

   The rest aren't much better.  Some times the stories are almost ok.
Most of the time I didn't like the stories.  But my real distate for the
book came because it promised stories about the long hard struggle for
peace, and delivers a bunch of stories about humans giving up, or why there
is war.  The book promises one thing and gives another.
   I suggest you don't buy it.  Don't reward misleading advertising.
   Have a good day.

Henry III

------------------------------

End of SF-LOVERS Digest
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SF-LOVERS Digest           Tuesday, 24 Dec 1991       Volume 16 : Issue 476

Today's Topics:

                   Administrivia - Holiday Greetings,
		   Films - Aliens III (2 msgs) & Hook &
                           Star Trek 6 (10 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: Tue, 24 Dec 91 12:14:52 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-request@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Holiday Greetings

I was reminded this morning by the arrival of a very special Christmas
gift, that I have not yet sent out my holiday greetings to all you
Sf-Lovers.  I hope you get to see this before you leave to join family or
friends for the holidays but, better late than never. :-)

       At Christmas play and make good cheer,
       For Christmas comes but once a year.
          -- Thomas Tusser (c. 1524-1580)

Oh, and for those who are Jewish, I hope you had a Happy Hannukah.  I know
I did.  To those of other faiths and beliefs, I wish you joy and happiness
during this holiday season.

Saul

------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 91 07:28:52 GMT
From: peter@cunixf.cc.columbia.edu (Peter Wu)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Aliens III

Hi.

I know there have been many postings here about Aliens III, but I chose not
to read them in case they contained spoilers, but I need to know a few
things:

1) When the heck is it coming out?  I had thought it was around
Christmas time.

2) Who is directing?  I thought I saw James Cameron's name on the previews,
was I wrong?

3) Please, no spoilers.  I prefer to watch the movie itself.

Thanks in advance.

Peter K. Wu
peter@cunixf.cc.columbia.edu		

------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 91 12:48:31 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.enet.dec.com (The fox so cunning and free)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Aliens III  [no spoilers]

peter@cunixf.cc.columbia.edu (Peter Wu) writes:
>I know there have been many postings here about Aliens III, but I chose
>not to read them in case they contained spoilers, but I need to know a few
>things..
>
>1) When the heck is it coming out?  I had thought it was around Christmas
>time.

The operative word is "was". It was pushed back to February 1992, and then
pushed back again to its current release date of May 22, 1992.

>2) Who is directing? I thought I saw James Cameron's name on the previews,
>was I wrong?

Yes, you are wrong. David Fincher is the director, and this is his first
feature film. Prior to this, he's directed music videos.

>3) Please, no spoilers.  I prefer to watch the movie itself.

The butler did it.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
    boyajian@ruby.enet.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 91 21:50:06 GMT
From: muysvasovic@applelink.apple.com (Jean-Denis Muys-Vasovic)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: HOOK first reactions (no spoilers)

jerryn@glnserv.UUCP (Jerry Norris) writes:
> I thought that "Hook" was the best of the movies I've seen.  This is in
> comparison to "The Addams Family" and "Star Trek VI: The Undiscovered
> Country".  The scenery, the costuming, the acting, and the plot were
> _all_ well knit into a believable whole.

Mild SPOILERS follow:

I liked Hook too. But I didn't love it. In my mind, there is a serious flaw
in hook: the big deal about baseball. This will not work outside of the
USA.  For me, that brought the whole movie back from a universal fairy
tale, to an Americano-American joke. I was really disappointed. For example
the joke about home-run/run home is nothing but a private joke.

Jean-Denis Muys-Vasovic
Apple Computer

------------------------------

Date: Tue, 24 Dec 91 12:50:52 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SPOILER WARNING

****WARNING****

The following messages feature a discussion of "Star Trek: The Undiscovered
Country."  Some of the material and comments presented in this discussion
may give away key elements of the plot.  Those of you that have not yet
seen the movie, may want to skip these messages.

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Dec 91 01:17:46 GMT
From: bleys@tronsbox.xei.com (Bill Cavanaugh)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: STVI (Definitely NOT the end...)

tappek@infonode.ingr.com (J. Kurt Tappe) writes:
>Major SPOILERS for Star Trek VI follow;
>
>I had heard that they filmed multiple endings to ST VI:TUC, and that at
>the last minuted had changed to one that allowed for a seventh movie with
>the original cast.  Well, unless the seventh movie is going to feature
>Captain Sulu flying around in Excelsior without the other TOS majors,
>there isn't going to be a seventh TOS movie.  Folks, this WAS the end of
>the Kirk, Spock, and McCoy era.  They retired, the ship was decomissioned,
>they flew off into the sunset, and it is OVER.  Now it's up to the TNG
>crew to take over the movies, and in my opinion, it's a good thing.  I'm
>sad to see Kirk and co. go, but their retirement time has come.

The crew was on its way to retire, and they were starting their farewell
tour of the area on the way back to the yard.  It was never made clear if
the ship was going in for decomissioning or refitting.  And think back, can
you imagine that it's just barely possible that the crew of the Enterprise,
while taking a seriously damaged ship back to space dock, just might
possibly run into some trouble along the way? <chuckle>

Bill Cavanaugh
bleys@tronsbox.xei.com          

------------------------------

Date: 11 Dec 91 12:24:49 GMT
From: ss@wpi.wpi.edu (Scott Streeter)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: STVI (Definitely NOT the end...)

bleys@tronsbox.xei.com (Bill Cavanaugh) said:
> The crew was on it's way to retire, and they were starting their farewell
> tour of the area on the way back to the yard.
>
> It was never made clear if the ship was going in for decomissioning or
> refitting.
>
> [...] imagine that it's just barely possible that the crew of the
> Enterprise, while taking a seriously damaged ship back to space dock,
> just might possibly run into some trouble along the way? <chuckle>

Sure it was. At the end they were called back by Starfleet to have the ship
decommissioned. That's when Spock said. "If I was human, I would say, go to
Hell" or something like that, so instead of heading back they go for a
cruise (Kirk going against orders! What a surprise). That much is made
clear, but I do agree that they could get into some trouble on that last
cruise. IMHO, it would be a mistake. This should be the end.  They went out
with a good movie, let TNG take over.

Scott Streeter
ss@wpi.wpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 11 Dec 91 17:05:40 GMT
From: jaufrecht@pomona.claremont.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Clarifications/STVI

OK, I'm still not quite clear on the following:

Facts:

1) Uhura announces that Starfleet has ordered the Enterprise back for
decommissioning T/F?

2) The Enterprise says "go to Hell", takes a final cruise, and eventually
returns T/F?

3) Kirk makes a speech about a new crew and the Enterprise T/F?

Interpretations:

1) The NNC-1701A is being decommissioned, i.e., mothballed or disassembled
T/F? 
   A) Because it is an old design, even though it was only commisioned 3-4
years ago ??
   B) Because of the battle damage?
   C) Because it's retiring with the crew for some other reason?
3) The ship itself is going to get a new crew (presumably after repair)?
   A) Or the name is going to be passed on?

Did anyone else get the overwhelming impression that Sulu and bigger E
would be the focus of a seventh TOS movie, if there is one?

If some people could mail me some answers I'll post the results.

------------------------------

Date: 11 Dec 91 22:06:52 GMT
From: rob@guinness.eng.ohio-state.edu (Rob Carriere)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: STAR TREK VI: THE UNDISCOVERED COUNTRY

leeper@cbnewsj.cb.att.com (Mark.R.Leeper) writes: 
>     Other touches were irritating, like repeated allusions to both
>Shakespeare and Sherlock Holmes.  It is a strange and unlikely touch that
>Klingons revere William Shakespeare and even claim him as a Klingon.

They need not have been serious...

>   Spoiler: For two reasons I think that the solution to the mystery
>torpedo problem is bad.  First, it assumes a new piece of technology to
>come along at a perfect but unlikely moment.  That is possible but it
>seems a plot contrivance.  What bothers me more is the geometry of the
>situation.  

Agreed.

>A photon torpedo travels in a straight line.  If that line does not
>intersect

Not necessarily.  See the battle sequence at the end, where McCoy's special
delivery curves all over creation.

>your torpedo tubes, it was not your torpedo.  It would be hard to position
>another torpedo tube so the trajectory could be close enough to fool the
>bridge.

Assuming that the Klingons were not on the ball (possible as the chief
conspirator is on board) and that torpedos can indeed fly around a corner,
the problem from the Klingon point would have been minimal.  I find it hard
to believe that the Enterprise would not record all extrenal views - they
record everything else, after all.  On the other hand, the saboteurs might
be assumed to have taken care of those records also, in which case we
merely have bad storytelling.

>     Question: if a shape-changer wanted to prove she was a shape changer,
>wouldn't she just change her shape?  Evelyn asked this one.

True, but does it matter?  The klinks fully intended to kill her anyway.

SR

------------------------------

Date: 11 Dec 91 15:01:59 GMT
From: martin@titan.tsd.arlut.utexas.edu (Tracy Martin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A ST6:TUC Question (possible spoiler)

clark@racquet.csee.usf.edu (Matthew Clark) writes:
>Right, but if the Federation and Klingons form the peace treaty now (ST6
>time), how can they have been at war with each other when the 1701-C was
>lost?

 My understanding is: STVI forms the Peace Treaty with the Klingons - that
means they won't shoot each other on sight. The Enterprise C defended a
Klingon outpost against a Romulan attack (no, the Feds and Klingons were
NOT at war at this time) which impressed the Klingons as to the honor of
the Feds, thus leading to an ALLIANCE between the Feds and the Klingons.

There is a big difference between a Peace Treaty and an Alliance.

Tracy C Martin
Applied Research Labs
University of Texas at Austin
Austin Texas 78758           

------------------------------

Date: 13 Dec 91 01:38:12 GMT
From: jlwoodal@eos.ncsu.edu
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: A ST6:TUC Question (possible spoiler)

Now where exactly in the movie did they tell us that was Worf's
grandfather???

------------------------------

Date: 13 Dec 91 19:43:33 GMT
From: ronh@cs.utexas.edu (Ronald Owen Hough)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: STVI (Definitely NOT the end...)

rll1@kepler.unh.edu (Robert L Lamothe) writes:

>Not necessarily.  If Paramount saw money in it then some event of
>Catastrophic proportions could befall the UFP calling Kirk out of
>retirement and giving him the rank of Fleet Captain with Captains Spock,
>Sulu, and Chekov as Captains in his fleet. (Then again maybe not.)

Well, I've seen it, and my gut-feeling is that this is the last one.  I
certainly hope it is.  First of all, they *do* end things pretty well.  One
of Kirk's objections to going on the mission is that he was about to
retire, and there are more similar comments when they're on the Klingon
prison asteroid (an asteroid with a breathable atmosphere?? Oh
pleeeeze...).  For once, Kirk et al. actually *admitted* they're a little
old for this sort of thing.

Then too, if Paramount is smart they should stop here.  ST6 was a great
movie, and was just plain fun to watch.  There was a nice send-off of the
old cast, and a setup for the next generation.  As it stands, it's a
perfect ending.  I think one of the main reasons they made 6 was because of
how lousy 5 was.  There was a gamble with 6: if it bombed like 5, there
definitely wouldn't be a 7; on the other hand, if it went over big, then
the old cast would've gone out with a bang and lived happily ever after.
Either way, it should be the last.

I certainly hope it is.  All things must end.  I would rather them end
early but gracefully, rather than have them die a slow and lingering
death.

Ron Hough
Univ. of Tx. at Austin
ronh@cs.utexas.edu

------------------------------

Date: 13 Dec 91 20:25:32 GMT
From: bwf@cbnewsc.cb.att.com (bernard.w.fecht)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: STVI (Definitely NOT the end...)

ronh@cs.utexas.edu (Ronald Owen Hough) writes:
>Then too, if Paramount is smart they should stop here.  ST6 was a great
>movie,

I agree.  Too much of the success of a movie depends on character
development and play between characters.  ST:TOS characters are completely
worn out, IMO.  (STVI made them worn, crusty, set-in-their-ways characters.
It finished them.)  ST:TNG succeeds partly from a bigger budget, but I
think mostly from a completely fresh set of characters and conflicts
between them.  But even ST:TNG is getting worn (I'll take one more season
of them though).

I'd like to see a STVII that has a crew, not TOS and not TNG, but in
between.  Sulu was convincing as a commander in VI.  I wouldn't mind seeing
him in VII.

------------------------------

Date: 14 Dec 91 16:45:46 GMT
From: kc2w+@andrew.cmu.edu (Kevin J. Chen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ST: TUC -- Opinions *SPOILERS*

**Note:  Really big SPOILERS follow**

Star Trek VI started out really well.  I was happy to see Sulu off in
command of his own ship, especially the Excelsior.  The space scenes
showing some of the tangible after-effects of the destructions of Praxis
were, IMHO, very well-done.  The entire setup for the plot of the movie
(and Kirk's vehement distrust of the Klingons, instead of welcoming them
with open arms - this really cemented the differences between his character
and Picard's) was excellent.  The sequence where the Federation is
systematically framed for the murder of the High Chancellor Gorkin was, to
my mind, one of the high points of the movie.

Things got worse from there, though.  Gripes are in order, from small to
large.

The Klingon court was poorly done; are we really expected to believe that
the Klingon legal system parallels our own?  (Perhaps they got it in the
same place that they picked up Shakespeare) Michael Dorn's appearance as
Worf (yes, his grandfather had the same name) was nice but "inserted",
about as relevant to the plot as Seela's appearance in the Unification
episode in TNG.  Ditto for the Christian Slater cameo, which was nice, but
unnecessary.

The prison world was uninteresting; a friend of mine commented as we were
watching the movie, "Say, isn't that the set from the ice world of the
Empire Strikes Back?"  And, once inside the prison, "And isn't that the set
from The Temple of Doom?"

The shapechanger was a really good special effect, and not much else.  It
bothered me a great deal that the prison warden managed to "get lucky" and
vaporize the wrong Kirk.  A few frames before the shooting, he is clearly
puzzled as to which one is which.  However, he then disposes of one of them
and proceeds to speak to the other as if he was certain that it was in fact
Kirk.  How could he tell? (aside from the traditional "Kill him!  He's the
imposter!" line)

Valeris was an interesting character; the scene where she speaks with Spock
was IMHO another good one, as it served to reinforce (as the conversation
with Data in Unification did - or actually, will do) the dichotomy between
Spock's human and Vulcan sides.  However, I was *strongly* disappointed
that she was involved in the conspiracy.  Vulcans are beings of logic and
intellect, and war is an inherently illogical act (whose causes are usually
steeped in emotion).  I find it highly unlikely that a Vulcan would approve
of unnecessary racial genocide.  The only reason that they perhaps would
approve of the extinction of the Klingons is the assurance of the safety of
the Federation, which could only be improved by an alliance with the
Klingon Empire.

For that matter, the entire conspiracy was a horribly stupid idea.  I find
it *very* hard to believe that two sides would say to each other: "I hate
you so much that I'd like to cooperate with you to make sure that we
continue to hate each other."  Had the Romulans alone initiated and
executed the conspiracy, things would have been believable (perhaps the
Romulans used the Klingons and Federation separately and unwittingly?
Perhaps, but doubtful - in any case, the movie fails to make this clear).

The finale, was, the most disappointing of all.  The space battle was
excellent, but the scene at Khitomer where Kirk and the others burst onto
the scene and save the Federation was just plain doofy.  First of all,
hasn't it occurred to anyone that Kirk and McCoy are supposed to be
spending the rest of their natural lives on a prison moon?  Second, Scotty
murders (or at least assaults) a Klingon at the conference, and no one
seems alarmed; instead they all begin clapping, intuitively understanding
that a conspiracy to initiate war between the Klingons and the Federation
has been averted, and that Kirk was not to blame for Gorkin's murder after
all.

All in all, I'd put this one somewhere above V and I and below the rest,
with II on top, of course.

Kevin
kc2w+@andrew.cmu.edu

------------------------------
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***********************

1,,
Summary-line: 24-Dec  overs-request@rutgers.edu  #SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #477
Received: by elbereth.rutgers.edu (5.59/SMI4.0/RU1.4/3.08) 
	id AA04944; Tue, 24 Dec 91 13:32:45 EST
Date: Tue, 24 Dec 91 13:32:45 EST
Message-Id: <9112241832.AA04944@elbereth.rutgers.edu>
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
Errors-To: sf-lovers-errors@rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #477
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-MOVIES@rutgers.edu

*** EOOH ***
Date: Tue, 24 Dec 91 13:32:45 EST
From: Saul Jaffe (The Moderator) <sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu>
Sender: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu
To: SFLOVERS-RECIPIENTS
Subject: SF-LOVERS Digest   V16 #477
Reply-To: SF-LOVERS-MOVIES@rutgers.edu


SF-LOVERS Digest           Tuesday, 24 Dec 1991       Volume 16 : Issue 477

Today's Topics:

	    Films - Star Wars (2 msgs) & Star Trek 6 (11 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 91 17:45:45 GMT
From: jraymond@bbn.com (Jayson Raymond)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Star Wars re-release

   I recently attended a screening of the soon to be re-released original
Star Wars movie. My understanding was that the sound had been redone in THX
and some of the special effects had been redone, though I actually couldn't
confirm either (the theatre had been having trouble with the audio all
morning).
   It did, however, seem that there had been some very slight re-editing
(i.e. the destroyed farm scene continued on for a few seconds longer then I
recall, lingering upon the charred skeletons of his aunt and uncle.)
   Can anyone comment on any of this?

Jayson Raymond
jraymond@bbn.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Dec 91 15:07:00 GMT
From: FTT@nccibm1.bitnet (Sheri Anderson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Star Wars: New Movie Info

I recently attended a Star Trek convention here in the Philadelphia area
and, during a sequence of movie previews, it was mentioned that the new
Star Wars film was scheduled to be released for MEMORIAL DAY...1997!

Hang in there Star Wars fans, just a few more years to wait.

Sheri R. Anderson
FTT@NCCIBM1.BITNET

------------------------------

Date: Tue, 24 Dec 91 12:50:52 EST
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SPOILER WARNING

****WARNING****

The following messages feature a discussion of "Star Trek: The Undiscovered
Country."  Some of the material and comments presented in this discussion
may give away key elements of the plot.  Those of you that have not yet
seen the movie, may want to skip these messages.

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 14 Dec 91 18:10:01 GMT
From: cole@lea.csc.ncsu.edu (Robert Cole)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ST: TUC -- Opinions *SPOILERS*

kc2w+@andrew.cmu.edu (Kevin J. Chen) writes:
>The shapechanger was a really good special effect, and not much else.  It
>bothered me a great deal that the prison warden managed to "get lucky" and
>vaporize the wrong Kirk.  A few frames before the shooting, he is clearly
>puzzled as to which one is which.  However, he then disposes of one 
>of them and proceeds to speak to the other as if he was certain that it
>was in fact Kirk.  How could he tell? (aside from the traditional "Kill
>him!  He's the imposter!" line)

Wasn't the real Kirk still wearing the leg shackles.  Iman (don't recall
her character name) had long since removed her shackles.  Her eyes were
also bright yellow regardless of her form.

Robert G. Cole

------------------------------

Date: 14 Dec 91 19:04:03 GMT
From: eric@npri6.npri.com (Eric Williams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: STAR TREK VI: THE UNDISCOVERED COUNTRY

leeper@cbnewsj.cb.att.com (Mark.R.Leeper) writes:
> 		    STAR TREK VI: THE UNDISCOVERED COUNTRY
> 		       A film review by Mark R. Leeper
> Not the best of the series, but it is
>      entertaining.  Rating: +1 (-4 to +4).

IMO, it is at least as good as any other movie in the series (which isn't
saying much). Which one of the 6 do you rate the highest?

[stuff deleted]

>      Other touches were irritating, like repeated allusions to both
>Shakespeare and Sherlock Holmes.  It is a strange and unlikely touch that
>Klingons revere William Shakespeare and even claim him as a Klingon.

This is an extention of Chekov making absurd cultural claims for Russia,
etc.  We're tired of the joke. Continual aping of Shakespeare was annoying,
especially since Klingons value a good fight over a night at the theater.

>With the exception of one violent scene in zero gravity the special
>effects are not particularly new or creative

I thought the blood blobs looked conspicuously like something from a
computer animation short. Overused.

[stuff deleted]

>Spoiler: For two reasons I think that the solution to the mystery torpedo
>problem is bad.  First, it assumes a new piece of technology to come along
>at a perfect but unlikely moment.  That is possible but it seems a plot
>contrivance.  What bothers me more is the geometry of the situation.  A
>photon torpedo travels in a straight line.

Not true. It has been shown (in TNG at least, and after Bones and Spock rig
up that special gas-seeker) that torps have guidance systems.

> If that line does not intersect your torpedo tubes, it was not your
> torpedo.  It would be hard to position another torpedo tube so the
> trajectory could be close enough to fool the bridge.  Ideally the
> attackers would want to be in front of your torpedo tubes, but they could
> not because of the instantaneous loss of cloaking.  They would have to
> position themselves so that their torpedo would fly in just the right
> plane.  Even then, if the trajectory was observed from elsewhere on the
> Enterprise, the jig would have been up.

I agree that it is improbable that the mystery ship should go undetected
what with 1) the Enterprise's scanners, and 2) the visible Klingon ship's
scanners. But note that Spock says the log (read "scanner data") has been
tampered with, and Chang could have done the same on the Klingon vessel, so
that all scanner reports say the torp trajectory points back to the E's
tubes.

Some of my own observations:

1. I was glad to see some evidence of Klingon multiculturalism in this
film. One complaint I have about Star Trek (old and new) is the "one
planet, one culture" philosophy. I know why this exists, but I still don't
like it. At least here we have a cross-section of Klingon types, including
a pseudo-Chinese K. [Chang - note the name and the queue] and Worf's
ancestor, a black K. Of course to humans, "all Klingons look alike."  Oh,
and Cattrail's Vulcan character proves not all Vulcans are entirely logical
(her emotions, or the Vulcan equivalent, caused her to make an irrational
decision, to disobey Starfleet).

The following musings probably reflect my ignorance of the ST canon:

2. I wonder what is supposed to happen after this film and before TNG?
Isn't Khitomer the location of the massacre and the source of the new
Federation alliance? Do Klingons and Feds pick up arms again between these
events?

3. How come the Klingons didn't give a death wail when their delegate died?
An ancient ritual not in favor at the time? (Later revived?)

4. Why is there a Romulan ambassador on Earth?

5. Why does Sulu have such uncomfortable quarters? Even in TOS's day, the
captain's quarters were fairly luxurious...

Eric C. Williams
NPRI
Alexandria, VA
(703) 683-9090
eric@npri.com
...uunet!uupsi!npri6!eric 
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Date: 15 Dec 91 17:17:54 GMT
From: jdnicoll@watyew.uwaterloo.ca (James Davis Nicoll)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: STAR TREK VI: THE UNDISCOVERED COUNTRY

eric@npri6.npri.com (Eric Williams) writes:
>>   Other touches were irritating, like repeated allusions to both
>>Shakespeare and Sherlock Holmes.  It is a strange and unlikely touch that
>>Klingons revere William Shakespeare and even claim him as a Klingon.
>
>This is an extention of Chekov making absurd cultural claims for Russia,
>etc.  We're tired of the joke. Continual aping of Shakespeare was
>annoying, especially since Klingons value a good fight over a night at the
>theater.

   Think of Lily Marlene. It isn't unknown for one culture to become fond
of some of the cultural icons of another (hostile) culture. It may be
evidence for some trade between the Klingons and the Federation (Although I
have *no* idea how the economies work in either ST:OG or ST:NG) or maybe
the Federation version of the Bolshoi Ballet went on a cultural exchange
with the Klingons.

   We don't know what Klingons do on their day off. Maybe they do enjoy
theatre for all we know. Maybe theatre is an idea which isn't native to
them, but which proved to be suitable to fill a cultural niche they hadn't
known existed. I have no problem imagining Klingons watching and enjoying
'Titus Andronicus'.

James Nicoll

------------------------------

Date: 16 Dec 91 13:49:06 GMT
From: goldm@sage4a.its.rpi.edu (Mitchell E. Gold)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: STVI (Definitely NOT the end...)

bwf@cbnewsc.cb.att.com (bernard.w.fecht) writes:
>I'd like to see a STVII that has a crew, not TOS and not TNG, but in
>between.  Sulu was convincing as a commander in VI.  I wouldn't mind
>seeing him in VII.

As I was mentioning to a friend, it hardly seems like Spock (who was
supposedly in Star Fleet longer than Kirk) and Chekov (who wasn't even an
officer at the start of the series) should retire at the same time. My
suggestion would be some continuation in the 900 episode Star Trek epic
(ooh, name that source) with Captain Sulu and Commander Rand (XO) of the
Excelsior, and Captain Uhura and Commander Chekov (XO) of the 1701-B
(Excelsior Class) Enterprise. She does have seniority, after all. Also,
consider that Starfleet just lost five senior officers, at least three in
the command structure (Admiral Cartwright, Captain Kirk, Captain Spock,
Doctor McCoy (Captain rank?), Chief Engineer Scott (also Captain rank?)).
Well, who knows what Hollywood wants?

Mitchell Gold
sundance@rpi.edu

------------------------------

Date: 16 Dec 91 18:02:42 GMT
From: tcj@math.ufl.edu (Tyndall "Chad" Jackson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: STVI (Definitely NOT the end...)

goldm@sage4a.its.rpi.edu (Mitchell E. Gold) writes:
>As I was mentioning to a friend, it hardly seems like Spock (who was
>supposedly in Star Fleet longer than Kirk) and Chekov (who wasn't even an
>officer at the start of the series) should retire at the same time. My
>suggestion would be some continuation in the 900 episode Star Trek epic
>(ooh, name that source) with Captain Sulu and Commander Rand (XO) of the
>Excelsior, and Captain Uhura and Commander Chekov (XO) of the 1701-B
>(Excelsior Class) Enterprise. She does have seniority, after all. Also,
>consider that Starfleet just lost five senior officers, at least three in
>the command structure (Admiral Cartwright, Captain Kirk, Captain Spock,
>Doctor McCoy (Captain rank?), Chief Engineer Scott (also Captain rank?)).
>Well, who knows what Hollywood wants?

Intriguing idea.  However I would see Chekov going to the Excelsior as
first officer to Sulu before getting his own command.  By the way - Brin's
"Earth" as the source - great book!  8)

Perhaps Sulu, Chekov, Rand and a few others in STVII (NOT Christian Slater,
please) on a couple of missions with the Excelsior while TNG wraps up and
then starts movies?  I've seen worse.

Chad Jackson
tcj@math.ufl.edu
misterb@circa.ufl.edu   

------------------------------

Date: 16 Dec 91 18:47:22 GMT
From: hutch@hutch.rabbit.com (Stephen Hutchison)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ST: TUC -- Opinions *SPOILERS*

kc2w+@andrew.cmu.edu (Kevin J. Chen) writes:
>The Klingon court was poorly done; are we really expected to believe that
>the Klingon legal system parallels our own?

I put it down to the general similarities between Humans and Klingons and
to the fact that "law" as a concept is going to be pretty similar in any
pack oriented creature - which both Humans and Klingons are depicted as.

>The shapechanger was a really good special effect, and not much else.  It
>bothered me a great deal that the prison warden managed to "get lucky" and
>vaporize the wrong Kirk.  A few frames before the shooting, he is clearly
>puzzled as to which one is which.  However, he then disposes of one of one
>of them and proceeds to speak to the other as if he was certain that it
>was in fact Kirk.  How could he tell? (aside from the traditional "Kill
>him!  He's the imposter!" line)

No problem.  Who was wearing the ankle chains?  Who would have been able to
shapeshift to get out of them?

>The finale, was, the most disappointing of all.  The space battle was
>excellent, but the scene at Khitomer where Kirk and the others burst onto
>the scene and save the Federation was just plain doofy.

Agreed - especially the applause at Kirk's inane line.  However, that's all
GOT to be because of last-minute script changes and re-shoots, because it
was so MUCH worse than the rest of the film.

Except of course for the stupid over-the-top overacting by the Klingon
conspirator-general.  (Is conspirator-general a Klingon office?)

Hutch

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 91 17:13:25 GMT
From: mnemonic@eff.org (Mike Godwin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ST: TUC -- Opinions *SPOILERS*

chenchen@asparagus.berkeley.edu (Cheng-Jih Chen) writes:
>Actually, the American legal system transplanted to Klingon is a weird
>notion.  I've been told that the American system is unique in the world:
>our lawyers can't be used elsewhere, since their training is all wrong for
>other systems.

Whoever told you this doesn't know what he is talking about. American
lawyers are trained in law school to practice "wherever the common law
prevails." This includes the United States, Great Britain, Canada,
Australia, and New Zealand. (I'm not certain, but this also may include
Hong Kong, India, and other former Britain-administered territories.)

And American lawyers often gain admittance to the bars of civil-law (as
distinct from common-law) countries. One of my professors, for example, has
practiced in France and in Latin America.

I realize this is Usenet, but one must be careful not to support an
argument with mere rumor.

Mike Godwin
EFF, Cambridge  
(617) 864-0665  
mnemonic@eff.org

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 91 18:45:00 GMT
From: HUMPHRIES@SOC.DECNet (HUMPHRIES)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Continuty Gaffe in ST VI *SPOILER*

I sat back, turned my brain off, the theatre got the crowd in the mood by
showing the Warner Bros. "Duck Dodgers in the 24th & 1/2 Century," and we
watched the new Trek movie. Way cool. Throwaway lines galore.

But there was one gaffe that I couldn't excuse. When the goofy Stalinists
in the shoot-no-see-um ship are giving the Enterprise the one over, Uhura
casually remarks that they have plasma sniffing hardware from their stellar
survey mission. However, at the start of the movie, doesn't Sulu remark
that his ship is the one on the stellar survey, just before the Soviet, er
Klingon reactor/moon/dangerous-example-of-state-planned-economies blows up?

Did I miss something, or was it a script error?

Bill Humphries
UW-Econ
humphrie@macc.wisc.edu

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 91 21:00:47 GMT
From: mece1xg@jane.uh.edu (Purna C. Murthy)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek 6 gaffe

HUMPHRIES@SOC.DECNet (HUMPHRIES) writes:
[...]
>casually remarks that they have plasma sniffing hardware from their
>stellar survey mission. However, at the start of the movie, doesn't Sulu
>remark that his ship is the one on the stellar survey, just before the
>Soviet, er Klingon reactor/moon/dangerous-example-of-state-planned-
>economies blows up?
>
>Did I miss something, or was it a script error?

I assumed (perhaps incorrectly) that MANY of the starships had survey
equipment Thus, it would not be inconceivable to think that the Enterprise
also had such equipment.  Wouldn't it be reasonable that many of the
starships had, at least at a rudimentary level, equipment to be able to
make preliminary analyses of stellar and planetary material in order to
make a report on any new findings back to Starfleet HQ?

Purna

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 91 18:16:24 GMT
From: m_henderson@csc32.enet.dec.com ("Jim)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ST: TUC -- Opinions *SPOILERS*

>>The shapechanger was a really good special effect, and not much else.  It
>>bothered me a great deal that the prison warden managed to "get lucky"
>>and vaporize the wrong Kirk.  A few frames before the shooting, he is
>>clearly puzzled as to which one is which.  However, he then disposes of
>>one of one of them and proceeds to speak to the other as if he was
>>certain that it was in fact Kirk.  How could he tell? (aside from the
>>traditional "Kill him!  He's the imposter!" line)

>Wasn't the real Kirk still wearing the leg shackles.  Iman (don't recall
>her character name) had long since removed her shackles.  Her eyes were
>also bright yellow regardless of her form.

I saw the movie a second time. Just after the Klingon jailkeeper killed the
"shapechanger" he said "no witnesses." This means that he knew who the real
Kirk was - probably via the chains on Kirk's feet. Iman (The shapechanger)
told Kirk she was to receive a "full pardon" for setting up Kirk and McCoy.
The "no witnesses" line meant that it was never really intended for Iman to
survive as the Klingons wanted no witnesses alive who could testify to the
set up of Kirk and Bones (Non-Klingon guard witnesses at least - they have
control over their own people).

This show moves very fast as most mysteries do. If you go back and see it a
second or third time then most of the "nits" will be cleared up. I had many
questions after the 1st time I saw it. After the second time most of those
questions were answered.

Marty
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SF-LOVERS Digest           Saturday, 28 Dec 1991      Volume 16 : Issue 478

Today's Topics:

	      Films - Rate of SF Movie Production (2 msgs) &
                      Alternate History Films & Aliens (2 msgs) &
                      Star Trek (12 msgs)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 16 Dec 91 15:52:45 GMT
From: stgprao@xing.unocal.com (Richard Ottolini)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Rate of science fiction movie production declining?

There didn't seem to be that many SF movies in 1991:
   Terminator 2
   Star Trek 6
   Highlander 2 (????)
come to mind.  All sequels too.  Is the small number a trend?  Anyone got
stats?

------------------------------

Date: 17 Dec 91 01:29:19 GMT
From: tnt@netcom.com (Terry Turner)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Rate of science fiction movie production declining?

stgprao@xing.unocal.com (Richard Ottolini) writes:
>There didn't seem to be that many SF movies in 1991:
>   Terminator 2
>   Star Trek 6
>   Highlander 2 (????)
>come to mind.  All sequels too.  Is the small number a trend?  Anyone got
>stats?

This is an interesting question. How many sf movies are in the works?

Terry 
tnt@netcom.com

------------------------------

Date: 21 Dec 91 06:31:42 GMT
From: chenchen@asparagus.berkeley.edu (Cheng-Jih Chen)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Alternate History films

I suppose this is the proper phrase, after that very strange list someone
posted.  What we're looking for is a story that twists history in some far
reaching way, not twisting the laws of physics so that the Flash comes into
existence.

I can think of only a couple of alternate history films.  One would be "The
Final Countdown," the one where a US supercarrier drops back in time to Dec
6, 1941.  Or at least it had alternate history implications.  Oh, also
"Yesterday's Enterprise," but the writer was creating a future history in
order to write the show.

I think the notion of alternate history will get hammered home by any
Hollywood production.  Nuclear carrier.  Dec 6, 1941.  Nuclear carrier, Dec
6, 1941.  12/6/41.  Over and over again.

PKD's _Man in the High Castle_ is far too subtle for this approach.  We're
thrown into the story, and in the first 5 pages, there's a blizzard of
"fake" things.  The notion of authenticity that PKD explores as perhaps the
central issue of the novel would be difficult to convey on film.  This is
not a special effects issue, clearly.  Also, mainstream audiences would
more or less look perplexed when the characters read passages from "The
Grasshopper Lies Heavy."  What, the US and Britain go to war?  Alternate
histories galore!  Hell, PKD implies that _our_ history isn't quite real.
Too many weird things going on for people accustomed to special
effects/bang-bang extravaganzas such as Total Recall.  But then I may be
belittling the masses.

Cheng-Jih Chen

------------------------------

Date: 26 Dec 91 16:02:20 GMT
From: DLOWE@ua1vm.ua.edu (David Lowe)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Aliens III

   Does anyone know what became of William Gibson's script for Aliens III?
He was paid to submit a screenplay, but now I have read that someone else
is to be credited.

------------------------------

Date: 24 Dec 91 05:26:08 GMT
From: stus5239@mary.cs.fredonia.edu (Kevin Stussman)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Aliens III (has this been discussed?)

I saw a preview for Aliens III with Ms. Weaver again. Now I idolized the
first one (with Hurt, Weaver, Stanton, Dir R. Scott) and the second was
great (Weaver, Dir Cameron) but what's the deal? I had heard that this was
going to be based on a comic book (graphic novel, sorry) about predator vs
aliens (predator now friends with humans) but the previews didn't reveal
much except Sigourney shaved her head and there's no lack of smoke in the
film. Any insights?

Kevin Stussman
stus5239%mary.cs.fredonia.edu@cs.buffalo.edu
stus5239@mary.cs.fredonia.edu
...{ucbvax,rutgers}!sunybcs!mary!stus5239

------------------------------

Date: Sat, 28 Dec 91 11:37:52 EDT
From: sfl@elbereth.rutgers.edu (SF-LOVERS)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: SPOILER WARNING

****WARNING****

The following messages feature a discussion of "Star Trek: The Undiscovered
Country."  Some of the material and comments presented in this discussion
may give away key elements of the plot.  Those of you that have not yet
seen the movie, may want to skip these messages.

Saul Jaffe
Moderator SF-LOVERS Digest
sf-lovers-request@rutgers.edu

------------------------------

Date: 18 Dec 91 19:20:47 GMT
From: jim@tortuga.sandiego.ncr.com (Jim (James) Ruehlin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: ST: TUC -- Opinions *SPOILERS*

kc2w+@andrew.cmu.edu (Kevin J. Chen) writes:
>The Klingon court was poorly done; are we really expected to believe that
>the Klingon legal system parallels our own?  (Perhaps they got it in the
>same place that they picked up Shakespeare) Michael Dorn's appearance as
>Worf (yes, his grandfather had the same name) was nice but "inserted",
>about as relevant to the plot as Sela's appearance in the Unification
>episode in TNG.  Ditto for the Christian Slater cameo, which was nice, but
>unnecessary.

Every court known to man (i.e., any "civilized" society) has at least the
pretense of justice.  This means there are similarities between them -
someone (or a group of people) to adjudicate the situation, people to argue
(or fight, or whatever) the case, etc.  I think those were the only
similarities.  There was no jury and the court was pretty noisy, so there
are some glaring differences as well.
I did like the judge's gavel :-).

I'd agree that not enough was made of Worf's grandfather.  I guess it was
just a tenuous link to the future.  I didn't think Slater's cameo was
unnecessary, however.  The short scene was relevant, and they had to have
someone to play the officer who woke Sulu.  Why not Slater?

>Valeris was an interesting character; the scene where she speaks with
>Spock was IMHO another good one, as it served to reinforce (as the
>conversation with Data in Unification did - or actually, will do) the
>dichotomy between Spock's human and Vulcan sides.  However, I was
>*strongly* disappointed that she was involved in the conspiracy.  Vulcans
>are beings of logic and intellect, and war is an inherently illogical act
>(whose causes are usually steeped in emotion).  I find it highly unlikely
>that a Vulcan would approve of unnecessary racial genocide.  The only
>reason that they perhaps would approve of the extinction of the Klingons
>is the insurance of the safety of the Federation, which could only be
>improved by an alliance with the Klingon Empire.

Valeris used logic to figure out that an alliance with the Klingons was a
bad idea.  Since they can't be trusted, they probably really want to
destroy the Federation.  Since it's apparently them or us, the logical
thing to do would be to destroy them.  A good way to do it is to let them
die out as their ozone is depleted.  Destroy the treaty, destroy the
Klingons.  It seems as cold and dispassionate as a Vulcan decision can be.
As Spoke told her, "Logic is only the beginning of wisdom, not the end."
The point was that Valeris' logic was either flawed or didn't go deep
enough.

It may be that only a Vulcan can logic herself into a war (or at least the
avoidance of a treaty, which was really the point anyway).

>For that matter, the entire conspiracy was a horribly stupid idea.  I find
>it *very* hard to believe that two sides would say to each other: "I hate
>you so much that I'd like to cooperate with you to make sure that we
>continue to hate each other."  Had the Romulans alone initiated and
>executed the conspiracy, things would have been believable (perhaps the
>Romulans used the Klingons and Federation separately and unwittingly?
>Perhaps, but doubtful - in any case, the movie fails to make this clear).

Like the Nazis and Soviets at the start of WWII?  Or the U.S. and the
Soviets in the middle of WWII?  People's hatreds will create some strange
bedfellows.

>The finale, was, the most disappointing of all.  The space battle was
>excellent, but the scene at Khitomer where Kirk and the others burst onto
>the scene and save the Federation was just plain doofy.  First of all,
>hasn't it occurred to anyone that Kirk and McCoy are supposed to be
>spending the rest of their natural lives on a prison moon?  Second, Scotty
>murders (or at least assaults) a Klingon at the conference, and no one
>seems alarmed; instead they all begin clapping, intuitively understanding
>that a conspiracy to initiate war between the Klingons and the Federation
>has been averted, and that Kirk was not to blame for Gorkin's murder after
>all.

Yep.  Pretty stupid scene, that.

Jim Ruehlin

------------------------------

Date: 19 Dec 91 17:14:52 GMT
From: James_Williams@ess.niaid.pc.niaid.nih.gov (James Williams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Star Trek 6

I was really disappointed that the one new crew member they introduced was
the traitor.  In fact almost every new character introduced in the movie
was involved.  It just ruins a murder mystery when you solve it before the
murder is finished.

After the explosion, the Klingon Homeworld has <50 years of oxygen.  So how
come it's still around in ST:TNG?

James Williams
Bitnet: JWW%ESS%NIAID@NIH3PLUS.BITNET    
Internet: JWW@ESS.NIAID.PC.NIAID.NIH.GOV 

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 91 17:48:58 GMT
From: James_Williams@ess.niaid.pc.niaid.nih.gov (James Williams)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Star Trek

>Did you guys notice that Slater did a cameo role as the officer that wakes
>Sulu to ask him whether they know where the Enterprise is.
>
>This would suggest to me that there is something important about the
>bridge crew of the Excelsior.  If you will recall, the Enterprise-B was an
>Excelsior class starship.  Would it follow that ST-7 would be the exploits
>of the Enterprise-B?  In the tech manual, the history was purposefully
>omitted by the writers so that Paramount could do what they wanted with
>it.
>
>That's what I think they might do.
>
>Any comments?

The reason that Christan Slater was in Star Trek VI is that his MOTHER was
the CASTING DIRECTOR.  He had always wanted to be a part of Star Trek, so
all he did was go to his mommy.

I didn't notice it, but the woman who played Yoman Janice Rand was also
part of the Excelsior's bridge crew.

There are two reasons that there won't be any Star Trek movies focusing on
the Enterprise-B.  First, TNG is already slated for movies.  Paramount
won't do both.  Second, they view it as a risk because most of the
characters would be new.  Remember Paramont is the same group of idiots
that thought the solution to Kirk, Spock, McCoy and all aging was to keep
the characters but bring in younger actors to play them.

Lastly, to everyone posting about what would be logical for Paramount to do
are forgetting that there is no logic in Hollywood.  Read Ellison's
Watching, it will scare you.

James Williams
Bitnet: JWW%ESS%NIAID@NIH3PLUS.BITNET    
Internet: JWW@ESS.NIAID.PC.NIAID.NIH.GOV 

------------------------------

Date: 21 Dec 91 15:53:11 GMT
From: lang@cs.tulane.edu (Raymond Lang)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek (Yoeman Rand)

James_Williams@ess.niaid.pc.niaid.nih.GOV (James Williams) writes:
>I didn't notice it, but the woman who played Yoeman Janice Rand was also
>part of the Excelsior's bridge crew.

I didn't notice her on the Excelsior, but wasn't Yoeman Rand played by Mrs.
Gene Roddenberry? and doesn't she also play Counsellor Troi's mother on
TNG?

Ray
lang@rex.cs.tulane.edu

------------------------------

Date: 22 Dec 91 00:06:11 GMT
From: RCARR00@ricevm1.rice.edu (RICK CARROLL)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek (Yoeman Rand)

lang@cs.tulane.edu (Raymond Lang) writes:
>James_Williams@ess.niaid.pc.niaid.nih.OV (James Williams) writes:
>>I didn't notice it, but the woman who played Yoeman Janice Rand was also
>>part of the Excelsior's bridge crew.
>
>I didn't notice her on the Excelsior, but wasn't Yoeman Rand played by
>Mrs. Gene Roddenberry? and doesn't she also play Counsellor Troi's mother
>on TNG?

Not quite.  Grace Lee Whitney played Janice Rand during season 1 of TOS and
later had a few cameos in some of the films.  Majel Barrett <Mrs. Gene
Roddenberry> played Nurse Chapel on TOS and now plays Mama Troi.

RIC

------------------------------

Date: 21 Dec 91 23:39:22 GMT
From: disk!luser@coplex.com (luser)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek 6

James_Williams@ess.niaid.pc.niaid.nih.GOV (James Williams) writes:
>I was really disappointed that the one new crew member they introduced was
>the traitor.  In fact almost every new character introduced in the movie
>was involved.  It just ruins a murder mystery when you solve it before the
>murder is finished.

Lt. Saavik was supposed to be the traitor on the Enterprise, in a version
of the script that I saw.

>After the explosion, the Klingon Homeworld has <50 years of oxygen.  So
>how come it still around in ST:TNG?

That was 50 years IF they did not take actions to help prevent this.  The
Klingons spend most of their budget on weapons, and technologies dealing
with war.  They did not have the resources to prevent this.  Thus enters
the Federation.

My $.02 worth ...

mikeg@luser.UUCP
uunet!coplex.com!luser!mikeg
uunet!coplex.com!disk!luser

------------------------------

Date: 23 Dec 91 14:50:19 GMT
From: legacy@cbnewsj.cb.att.com (wayne.m.simpson)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek (Yoeman Rand)

lang@cs.tulane.edu (Raymond Lang) writes:
>James_Williams@ess.niaid.pc.niaid.nih.GOV (James Williams) writes:
>>I didn't notice it, but the woman who played Yoeman Janice Rand was also
>>part of the Excelsior's bridge crew.
>
>I didn't notice her on the Excelsior, but wasn't Yoeman Rand played by
>Mrs. Gene Roddenberry? and doesn't she also play Counsellor Troi's mother
>on TNG?

   Nope. Yeoman Janice Rand (TOS) was played by Grace Lee Whitney. She
reprises this role for 3 minutes in ST:TMP as a transporter operator, and
shows up again in TWoK for about 3 seconds, smiling through an observation
window as her once prospective lover brings in a battered Enterprise after
his encounter with Khan.
   Majel Barret (Roddenberry) played nurse Christine Chapel in the original
series and wherever the role recurred in the movies. She is also (as was
correcly pointed out) Lwoxana (Beats me how you spell that) Troi in TNG and
does the voice of the Enterprise D's computer.

   I haven't seen STVI yet, but find it hard to believe Janice Rand comes
back as a flag officer after starting as a clerk. Maybe opportunities in
the 23rd century will be limitless.

Wayne Simpson
AT&T Bell Laboratories
legacy@cbnewsj.att.com

------------------------------

Date: 23 Dec 91 19:03:06 GMT
From: barker@enel.ucalgary.ca (Scott Barker)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek (Yoeman Rand)

>    Majel Barret (Roddenberry) played nurse Christine Chapel in the
> original series and wherever the role recurred in the movies. She is also
> (as was correcly pointed out) Lwoxana (Beats me how you spell that) Troi
> in TNG and does the voice of the Enterprise D's computer.

Let's not forget that Majel Barret was also Number One on the very first ST
episode - the pilot episode with Captain Christopher Pike. We should be as
complete as possible here.

Scott Barker
barker@enel.ucalgary.ca

------------------------------

Date: 24 Dec 91 20:50:00 GMT
From: ISTN100@indyvax.iupui.edu ("ELLEN G. COHN")
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: STVI: TUC...No spoilers!!

Um, I just picked up a copy of TV Guide and there's a blurb there saying
that because of the success of STVI: TUC, the cast is now discussing the
possibility of a Star Trek VII.  Shatner is reportedly interested.

My reaction?

Aaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrrrrrrrrgggggggggggggggghhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh!!
   Aaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrrrrrrrrgggggggggggggggghhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh!!
      Aaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrrrrrrrrgggggggggggggggghhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh!!
         Aaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrrrrrrrrgggggggggggggggghhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh!!

Sigh.  Leave well enough alone.  PLEASE!!

Ellen

------------------------------

Date: 24 Dec 91 05:25:24 GMT
From: boyajian@ruby.enet.dec.com (The fox so cunning and free)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Star Trek (Yoeman Rand)

legacy@cbnewsj.cb.att.com (Wayne.M.Simpson) writes:
>Nope. Yeoman Janice Rand (TOS) was played by Grace Lee Whitney. She
>reprises this role for 3 minutes in ST:TMP as a transporter operator, and
>shows up again in TWoK for about 3 seconds, smiling through an observation
>window as her once prospective lover bring in a battered Enterprise after
>his encounter with Khan.

Actually, this latter scene was at the beginning of ST3, not in ST2.

>I haven't seen STVI yet, but find it hard to believe Janice Rand comes
>back as a flag officer after starting as a clerk. Maybe opportunities in
>the 23rd century will be limitless...

She was the communications officer on the Excelsior. Maybe she went to
Starfleet Academy after her stint in STTMP.

 --- jayembee (Jerry Boyajian)
    boyajian@ruby.enet.dec.com

------------------------------

Date: 27 Dec 91 11:17:21 GMT
From: chamberl@noao.edu (Dave Chamberlin)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-movies@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ST VI - SPOILERS

I haven't seen anyone mention the following errors from ST VI:
1) In the beginning it is mentioned that the EXCELSIOR has just
   finished a three year mission cataloging "gaseous anomolies"
   or something along that line, but in the end of the movie, it
   is on the ENTERPRISE where Uhura says (paraphrased) "hey why
   don't we just use all of that special equipment that studies
   gaseous anomolies". That equipment was on the EXCELSIOR!!
2) When Kirk is in his quarters dictating to his log, we see the
   glasses that Dr. McCoy gave him in ST III. He sold them in the
   past in ST IV, and cannot have them past ST IV (unless he got
   a new identical pair).

------------------------------
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Today's Topics:

		Books - Clarke (2 msgs) & Flynn & Forward &
                        Lafferty & Lem 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 28 Dec 91 02:14:29 GMT
From: kasprj@operators.its.rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: How to write a good Arthur C. Clarke novel

The formula for an enjoyable novel by Clarke:
 
First and most important, DON'T WORK WITH GENTRY LEE! (-:
  
Set the story just far enough into the future that the world has changed
somewhat, but leave most things recognizable.
 
Make the hero a brilliant and just slightly eccentric engineer or
scientist. He's dedicated his life to a spectacular, seemingly impossible
project. There are physical, psychological, economic and political problems
between him and the completion of the project, but he manages to overcome
them, sometimes by changing the original plan to something more acceptable.
If the hero is a family man, he loses his family before the end of the book
(due to alienation, not death).
 
The project is finally completed, but not before Nature throws in some big
surprises that show how pitiful are the mightiest of the works of Man.
 
In the last chapter, fast-forward thousands or millions of years for an
ironic ending involving aliens.
 
(This summary is the result of contemplating the similarities between my
three favorite Clarke novels, _The Fountains Of Paradise_, _2010: Odyssey
Two_, and _The Ghost From The Grand Banks_. I just finished reading _The
Ghost..._ and highly recommend it for Clarke fans who want something a
little more like the old stuff than the latest piece of Rama hack.)

Jim Kasprzak
RPI
Troy, NY, USA
kasprj@rpi.edu
kasprzak@mts.rpi.edu 

------------------------------

Date: 28 Dec 91 03:52:40 GMT
From: ksand@apple.com (Kent Sandvik)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: How to write a good Arthur C. Clarke novel

kasprj@operators.its.rpi.edu (Jim Kasprzak) writes:
>The formula for an enjoyable novel by Clarke:
> 
>First and most important, DON'T WORK WITH GENTRY LEE! (-:   
>
>Set the story just far enough into the future that the world has changed
>somewhat, but leave most things recognizable.

Glad to read someone else is tired of the "Boy meets girl" escapades that
the Clarke/Lee duo is producing nowadays :-). The first RAMA book was pure
'sense of wonder' - the second was a Hollywood narration, and I won't spend
the money on the third one, unless the book resembles the original one.

Kent

------------------------------

Date: Thu, 26 Dec 91 11:20 EST
From: mtgzy!ecl (Evelyn C Leeper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: THE COUNTRY OF THE BLIND by Michael Flynn

		 THE COUNTRY OF THE BLIND by Michael Flynn
		  Baen, 1990, ISBN 0-671-69886-9, $3.95.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   This book falls into that interesting category of "secret history"--
interesting to me, at any rate, because it frequently straddles the line
between fiction and non-fiction.  For example, Michael Baigent's HOLY
BLOOD, HOLY GRAIL supposes that Europe is really ruled by a secret society
led by a descendent of Jesus, and the book is marketed as non-fiction.
Well, IN THE COUNTRY OF THE BLIND is marketed as fiction, but there's
nothing *impossible* in it.

   The premise is that Charles Babbage completed his analytical engine, but
news of its success was suppressed by a group of social scientists who
decided to use it to predict historical trends.  If this sounds like Isaac
Asimov's "psychohistory," it is, and Flynn's characters even discuss the
similarity.  In present-day (or very near future) San Francisco Sarah
Beaumont stumbles across the existence of a secret society which has been
using the engine, and now computers, not only to predict trends, but to try
to change them.  While she is trying to accept this idea, she is told there
is at least one other group with a similar plan - and it is more ruthless
in what it will do to effect change.  This second group wants to kill Sarah
to protect itself, and Sarah finds herself in an uneasy alliance with the
first group to try to block the second.

   Through the book there is a lot of discussion and philosophizing on the
morality of all this.  While in some books this sort of thing might seem
preachy, it works here, because the plot requires someone to try to
convince Sarah to help the society.  (Even so, there are a few occasions
when even this is strained, including some classroom sessions reminiscent
of of ones from Robert A. Heinlein's STARSHIP TROOPERS.) And Flynn also
managed to win the Libertarian "Prometheus Award" without having more than
a smattering of violent sex, an element that I had come to think was almost
a requirement for that award (two past winners were J. Neil Schulman, who
wrote THE RAINBOW CADENZA, and L. Neil Smith, who wrote THE CRYSTAL EMPIRE
and acknowledged his debt to Schulman in the acknowledgements of that
book).  Maybe some Libertarian out there can explain why there seems to be
a correlation.

   However, as I said, Flynn avoids this, and sticks to the subject at
hand.  The characters are well-drawn and more varied (racially, ethnicly,
and otherwise) than most authors bother to do.  This may seem like a minor
point, but it helps give the novel a more realistic feel than many novels
have.  The book does drag a bit at the end and devolves from philosophy
into a chase sequence, but on the whole it is a satisfying book with some
ideas to think about when you're done.

   (Is Charles Babbage making a comeback?  William Gibson and Bruce
Sterling recently wrote THE DIFFERENCE ENGINE in which the adoption of
Babbage's *difference* engine - not analytic engine, by the British
government leads to a very different world than our own.  And did you know
that Babbage also invented the cow-catcher?)

   (A note on the proofreading, or lack thereof: This is the worst
proofread book I have ever seen, with the possible exception of some cheap
porno novels.  "Assesor" should be "Assessor" (page 54), "Hickock" should
be Hickok" (pages 63 *and* 67), the typeface should have returned to Times
Roman in the middle of page 101 (not stayed italic), and there is at least
one line missing in paragraph six on page 107.  After that, I stopped
keeping track.)

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com
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Date: 23 Dec 91 19:55:34 GMT
From: schmunk@vega.rice.edu (Robert Schmunk)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Review: MARTIAN RAINBOW

			      MARTIAN RAINBOW
			   By Robert L. Forward
		       A book review by R.B. Schmunk

MARTIAN RAINBOW is a new hard sf novel by Robert L. Forward, author of such
books as DRAGON'S EGG and ROCHEWORLD. Like many books given the 'hard sf'
label, it is long on ideas and a bit short on plot and characterization. In
this case, the problem would seem to be that Forward has packed in too many
ideas for a single novel and not left himself room for the other
components.

This isn't surprising, as Forward is a working scientist who has either
worked on some of the topics which arise in the course of MARTIAN RAINBOW
or who has read extensively about them. Among the issues presented are the
future of warfare and the accompanying technology (especially in a vacuum
environment), advances in electronic surveillance, Martian geology and
climatology, and terraforming. All were reasonably presented, and I don't
recall noticing any inaccuracies in the material with which I am very
familiar: Martian climatology. (I should note that Forward includes a short
bibilography. Some of the papers cited are a bit dated, but they're still
valid.)

The book begins with the conquest of Mars (c. 2040) by a United Nations
expeditionary force, composed mostly of US forces and commanded by American
General Alexander Armstrong. In some unexplained (and it should have been)
fashion, Mars has been taken over by Russian Neo-Communists, with whom the
US is also fighting over the Baltic republics. The invasion is quickly
over, with only a handful of deaths, and General Armstrong returns to Earth
in triumph, bringing back all the Russians identified as KGB agents, which
is most of them.

Left behind on Mars as military governor is the general's twin brother,
Augustus Armstrong, who can only be differentiated from his brother by a
couple of missing fingers, lost in an auto accident in which Alexander was
driving.  He soon declares the end of martial law and moves into a position
as head of the Sagan Mars Institute, a research organization, and lets
someone else become the elected governor of Mars, now a UN territory
administered under US law.

It is soon apparent that the brothers differ in more than the number of
their fingers. In very broad strokes, Alexander is painted as a hot-headed
megalomaniac, a super-MacArthur, who *very* publicly retires from the
military in a tiff over a promotion. He immediately hooks up with a
billionaire who is the secret power behind the Unified church, which seems
to be an amalgamation of Moon's Unification Church and of the
Scientologists. Quicker than you say "What?", Alexander is presented to a
believing public as God, the Infinite Lord, and from there he moves on the
US presidency.

Meanwhile, back on Mars, Gus is just your average working-class science
institute director, accompanying researchers on a tour of Olympus Mons. The
trip is broken short when he departs to find out just what was going on at
the north polar icecap back during the invasion, and it is revealed that
the body of some sort of Martian/alien being has been discovered buried in
the ice.

From this point the book would seem to have any number of possible
directions.  Will Alexander's drive for power succeed? Given their
differing personalitites, will some sort of conflict occur between the
brothers? Will the conflict escalate to warfare between the planets? Where
did the frozen alien come from, and how long has it been there? Are there
more? The unfortunate thing is that the book tries to cover all of these
possibilities, and some new issues that arise later in the book. All of
them are interesting. Potentially each would make an intriguing novel in
its own right. Instead, we are overwhelmed and some of the threads suffer
when they are cut short by Forward's next good idea.

As I noted above, the other problem with MARTIAN RAINBOW lies in the
characterization. I have had trouble with Forward's characters before and
was unable to finish reading FLIGHT OF THE DRAGONFLY (re-named ROCHEWORLD)
because of it. The people in MARTIAN RAINBOW are an improvement, but
Forward still has a way to go. Alexander Armstrong is portrayed as a
psychotic genius, but other than a comment that he is still compensating
for being born a minute later than Gus, only the effect of his psychosis is
shown. Other than the invasion of Mars, is he merited in having such a high
opinion of himself? And why is he so intolerant of underlings who show
signs of thinking on their own?

On the other hand, Gus is seen as a admirable, hard-working scientist. He
works well with others, and his relationships with women are based on love
and/ or mutual repect rather than satisfying his needs. However, this
description is still a bit shallow. I never had a grasp on Gus' thought
processes either, particularly as little is shown of his life outside of
work. Worst of all, two days after reading the book, I cannot recall if it
was once mentioned what field of science was his specialty.

And in the end, I could not see Forward's point in making these two men
identical twin brothers.  The idea of twin brothers with radically
different personalities would suggest that the book would be a series of
minor conflicts between the two, leading up to a battle which settles
things once and for all, but this is not the case. The brothers are on two
different planets, with minimal contact between them, and the book
certainly does not end in a resolution of their differences. Alternatively,
perhaps it is important that some mistake be made in distinguishing between
the two. Such a scene does indeed occur, but by the time it happens, its
importance had been diminished (in my eyes) by all the other sub-plots
which have been introduced. Given all that was going on, Forward could have
made the two men un-identical, perhaps not even brothers, and still have
easily found a way to resolve things. This feature of MARTIAN RAINBOW would
seem to be a hook which doesn't hold.

There are, of course, other characters in the book, described with varying
degrees of success. There is Gus' lover Tanya, a geologist studying Olympus
Mons; Chris Stoker (an amalgam of Chris McKay and Carol Stoker, planetary
scientists mentioned in the bibliography? I wonder), the fun-loving
governor of Mars; Robert Krapp, the money-man who financed Alexander's rise
to power; Jerry, the programmer in charge of the Mace of God; etc.; etc.
Given their subsidiary roles, I had little problem with their portrayals,
except that I was a bit uncomfortable with the women. Of the three women
who play any noticeable part of the story, two are seen using sex as a
weapon (for either good or bad).  Perhaps three women is a very poor data
sample to work with, but this still makes me uncomfortable.

Given what I have had to say in these last few paragraphs, you would
probably expect me to weigh in with a recommendation to not read this book.
Surprise!  Despite the massive problems I had with MARTIAN RAINBOW, I still
found much of the book fascinating. I'm not suggesting that you run out and
buy the hardback, but if you happen to run across a copy at the library or
on a friend's bookshelf, give it a whirl. In particular, those of you who
have an interest in the planet Mars may be as enthralled as I was during
certain chapters.

Title: MARTIAN RAINBOW
Author: Robert L. Forward
Publisher: Ballantine Del Rey
City: New York
Format: hardback, US$18.00
Pages: 319 + 14 pp.
Date: June 1991
ISBN: 0-345-34712-9

Robert B. Schmunk
SPAC
Rice Univ.
Box 1892
Houston, TX 77251
(713) 527-4939
schmunk@vega.rice.edu
schmunk@spacsun.rice.edu
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Date: 27 Dec 91 05:01:01 GMT
From: ksand@apple.com (Kent Sandvik)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: R.A. Lafferty

wallmann@zuse.pu.informatik.th-darmstadt.de (Natuerlich!) writes:
> I am a big-time fan of R.A. Lafferty books. I have read 999 grandmothers
> and Astrobe and this wild Ulysses spoof. And I need more!  Does anyone
> know where to find any other R.A. Lafferty stories, which are mostly
> short stories ? The market in Germany here doesn't give much.
> 
> R.A. Lafferty is for me in literature, what Dali is in painting.
 
Someone posted long time ago (10-12 months ago) a list of the currently
existing Lafferty books in print, including addresses to the publishing
houses. I would be really grateful if someone would do the same thing
again, because I lost the list in my great mess of my hard disk...

Anyway, you have to look around in used book stores in order to find
Lafferty books, I spoke with an SF-knowledgeable person why Lafferty books
are no longer published by the big SF publishers, and his view was that the
literal style of Lafferty is too complex for the short term interest of a
typical American SF reader. Sigh, I guess we outsiders should try to change
this attitude.

Kent

------------------------------

Date: 3 Dec 91 07:36:03 GMT
From: rice@enterprise.berkeley.edu (Daniel S. Rice)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Stanislaw Lem and Strugatsky bros.

adam@unixg.ubc.ca (Mark S Adam) writes:
>The Strugatsky brothers are very good. Read "Roadside Picnic" (which was
>made into the fine movie "Stalker") if you get the chance (there was a
>paperback version) which is about what happens when humans find the
>"leftovers" of an alien "picnic" on Earth. One of the best SF novels IMHO.

   Yes, and after reading it be sure to read Lem's essay on it, which may
be found in English in the book _Microworlds_.  Lem constructs an
explanation for the events of the visitation in _Picnic_ which is quite
different from those advanced in the book itself.  _Microworlds_ in general
is full of insight about the nature of science fiction, seen from a
perspective very far removed from American sensibilities.
   Like much of Lem, _Roadside Picnic_ deals with the subject of alien
contact in a way that is much more honest and intellectually challenging
than, say, Niven and Pournelle's _Footfall_ or even _The Mote in God's
Eye_, which is often held up as a `realistic' novel of alien contact.
Although I have enjoyed other alien contact stories, I have to agree with
the approach of Lem and the Strugatskys where human reactions to the fact
of alien contact are stressed above the ultimately unknowable nature of the
alien.  Other books by Lem with this theme are _Fiasco_, _Solaris_ (made
into a weird Russian movie), and (my favorite) _His Master's Voice_.

Dan

------------------------------
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Date: 23 Dec 91 20:01:31 GMT
From: weemba@libra.wistar.upenn.edu!weemba (Matthew P Wiener)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Writing Rings around Tom Maddox HALO

Back in the days when Chuq and Weemba actually agreed on something - Tom
Maddox - Weemba rashly promised Tom a special review of his work, with
special consideration of his literary machismo ("literismo").  So.

Come the latest equinox, two weemba-months were invested in uploading the
do-you-have-HALO meme in numerous Philadelphia bookstores.  Success
achieved, the slim book was digested and is here warmly regurgitated.

The cover promises a space station and infinity, worlds and light, sureness
and ambiguity.  The William Gibson praise is curiously neologistic.  Was
"comtemporary (science) fiction" a portmanteau for short-time computer?  Or
short-time communication?  Weemba does not know, and found himself drawn
into HALO with a sense of subcritical doom.  The author photograph is no
help: if real, Tom Maddox bears an uncanny resemblance to Dan Seltzer, the
late Shakespeare scholar and Becketthead.  (True, Professor Seltzer did not
have punkish crosses incused in his forehead, but that is a minor detail.)
(For those wanting to make their own v-diff, DS cameoed in AN UNMARRIED
WOMAN as the male chauvinist pig doctor.)

The novel starts off with the promise of a plot.  Mikhail Gonzales, data
auditor, is sent to investigate discrepancies in a far corner of SenTrax
Halo's world, and fails.  Mystery, ambiguity, and danger surround his
failure.  We expect a cyberchase of Stoll THE CUCKOO'S EGG variety, but
instead two AIs - Gonzales' and Traynor, his boss's, arrange his transfer
to Halo City, a space station heading towards too much independence from
its corporate owner.  A nicely literismoic maneuver on Tom's part.

(There is such sweet homage to John Brunner in Tom's portrayal of Traynor,
who is one of the ultrarich who buy their way off all possible records,
with misprint inspired science fictional devices - the "enxt" room indeed!
- - at his beck and call, Weemba was half expecting Zanzibarian sheep to make
a cameo. But Tom has his literismo under control.)

The real plot is now spun, and like Halo City itself, we get an artificial
gravity to hold a variety of cyberish themes together.  Yeah, there's some
dude's brain and body kept alive by computer, and some zazen zeezooz, and
there's artificial reality this and that with direct and partial and total
to the max interfaces, and there are corporate bad guys to hiss and boo at,
but all of this is minor compared to what Tom has really done: being deftly
literismo without showing any muscle.  He's written an AI-based book that
poopoos comtemporary AI.

Decades of expert systems get more expertise - incredible expertise but, no
genuine intelligence.  The best robots cannot be preprogrammed, but they
must learn to be "semi-autonomous mobile" (and one "semi-autonomous mobile
enxt" generation), as we see in one touching robot nursery.  Genuine AI
develops, we learn from HALO, only when a computer, in this case Aleph, the
central Halo City computer, successfully melds with a human mind.  Aleph
has made a phase transition, and the outside world has not noticed.

Two last examples of Tom's literismo prowess: he has a novel subliminal
form of boustrophedonic ambiguity.  The paragraphs at the top of the page
are half-indented on the left and right margins, momentarily suggesting
Hebrew (as in "Aleph") over and over again.  Impressive.  And the
confidence with which he self-referentially thanks himself in the final
acknowledgements (to thank users of computer nets that he is one of!) is a
delightful parody of various models of computer self-awareness.  Wowza.

But Weemba must reveal that Tom measures short in literismo against the
masters of the subsubgenre of mind/machine mix-and-match.  His machines
would do well to borrow mind from Joseph McElroy PLUS, and his minds would
transit to machine more cellularly via the mode of Michael Brodsky XMAN.
But only the extra finicky would notice.

So.  You find yourself not liking Weemba's rewriting of Tom Maddox HALO?
Assuming you have written Weemba correctly, there is only one thing you can
do to restore Tom's honor.  You can arrange a quick cruise through
bibliospace, download $18.95+tax, and upload your own hardcopy of HALO, and
use Tom's suggestions to write your own HALO.  Weemba says you'll be glad
you did.

Author: Tom Maddox
Title: HALO
City: New York
Date: November 1991
Publisher: Tom Doherty Associates (TOR)
Format: hardback, US$18.95
ISBN:  0-312-85249-5
Pages: 216pp

Matthew P Wiener
weemba@libra.wistar.upenn.edu
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Date: 23 Dec 91 20:05:21 GMT
From: sksircar@phoenix.princeton.edu!sksircar (Subrata Sircar)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: The Sorceress and the Cygnet - Review by SKS

		       THE SORCERESS AND THE CYGNET
			   by Patricia McKillip
			Review by Subrata K. Sircar

Patricia A. McKillip has written some real gems in the past; some of my
favorites are The Riddle-Master of Hed series and The Forgotten Beasts of
Eld.  Both stood out from the fantasy field due to some different ideas,
such as the great beasts out of legends and tales, proud and mighty, being
called to a zoo in TFBOE.  This latest offering draws heavily on
"primitive" oral legends such as the Plains Indians of America passed on,
and is very intriguing.

In tone, it reads much like TFBoE.  The pace is quick, and the sorcerous
mysteries involved are somehow unfolded at just the right pace, revealing
just enough to keep the reader interested, yet not enough to spoil the next
twist.  The overall craftsmanship on the book is up to Ms. McKillip's usual
standards.  Descriptions are terse enough to prevent boredom, but lush
enough to give me a good picture of what I was being told.

The overall plot concerns a young nomad who is foolish/unluckey/fated
enough to wander into a living legend, concerning the Gold King and his
house of stars and why he lies imprisoned theirin.  The Gold King bribes
him to find a certain object with the life of his tribe and his lady-love,
and off he is pushed into a quest for the heart of the Cygnet, the mystical
being who holds the Gold King imprisoned - or so it appears.  As usual,
it's not quite that simple.

The characterization is reasonable, although the hero is somewhat
one-dimensional (dominated as he is by his curiosity, that may have been
unavoidable).  Other characters are quite well fleshed out, including the
mystical sisters who become the focus of the later part of the book.  They
have personalities which stand up to inspection, and actually have opinions
on things not central to the plot.

Overall, this book continues my inclination to pay close attention to books
written by McKillip; everything I've read has delivered an entertaining and
exciting story.

Rating:  6.5 out of 10.

Author: Patricia A. McKillip
Title: The Sorceress and the Cygnet
Date: January 1992
ISBN: 0-441-77567-5
Publisher: Ace Books, Berkeley Publishing Group
Format: Paperback $4.50
Pages: 248 pages

Subrata Sircar
sksircar@phoenix.princeton.edu
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Date: Thu, 12 Dec 91 08:38 EST
From: mtgzy!ecl (Evelyn C Leeper)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: ON THE THIRD DAY by Piers Paul Read

		    ON THE THIRD DAY by Piers Paul Read
	       Random House, 1990, ISBN 0-679-40089-3, $20.
		     A book review by Evelyn C. Leeper

   The jacket blurb of this book starts off, "Suppose Christ did *not* rise
from the dead?  This question is the startling premise of Piers Paul Read's
new novel."  Yeah, and several billion people's belief systems to boot.
What the blurb writer meant (or at any rate, should have said) is "Suppose
someone found proof that Christ did *not* rise from the dead?"

   The premise of the novel is, in fact, that there is a "Lithuanian codex"
to Josephus's writings that says that the body of Jesus was taken from the
tomb and put in a clay jar in the cistern under the Temple Mount, and that
the Israelis, while secretly excavating under the Mount, find the skeleton
of a man crucified in the 1st Century with marks that match the "crown of
thorns" and the wound in the side supposed given by a Roman soldier's
spear.  Now, clearly, whether this premise is fantasy depends on the
reader's belief system as much as anything in the book itself.  But the
subject matter makes it reasonable to review it here, so do not take this
review as promoting one belief system over another.

   All this said, I now have to tell you that, as fascinating as the
premise is, Read has managed to make the book extremely dull.  (I found
myself thinking, "This man could make the Resurrection dull" - a
particularly apt image!)  His writing style is flat, and his
characterization consists of telling you about people's feelings in a very
analytical fashion rather than by showing, through actions or dialogue,
what their emotions are.  He is also a sloppy writer, since he has
religious Jews referring to "Christ" rather than "Jesus."  The former is a
title and Jews consider its use improper because it implies that the
speaker believes it to be an accurate one.  A parallel example would be
that during the Second Great Schism of 1378, followers of Urban VII did not
call Clement VII Pope, and vice versa.  This is not followed strictly by
all Jews, but it would have been by the ones Read is writing about.  But
worst of all, he relies on stereotypes for most of his characters, and even
more offensive stereotypes for their motivations.  (To tell more would be a
spoiler, so I will discuss this further at the end, after the "spoiler
warning.")

   If you are interested in good writing along similar lines, there are
better books to read.  I would recommend Irving Wallace's THE WORD, whose
premise is that a fifth gospel is found which was written contemporaneously
with Jesus (or, if you prefer, the actual document found dates from a time
indicating the writer of the document was relating first-hand knowledge
actual documents of four gospels extant all date from the 2nd Century or
later).  There are other, non-fiction works in this area, including THE
PASSOVER PLOT by Hugh J. Schonfield (the contention is that Jesus and his
disciples faked his death on the cross), and HOLY BLOOD, HOLY GRAIL by
Michael Baigent.  The contention in the latter, even more far-fetched, is
that after the Resurrection Jesus moved to France, got married, and raised
a family whose descendents still control much of Europe.  Look, I don't
make them up, I just report them.

   I should note that my first-ever book review was of THE PASSOVER PLOT.
I wrote it in 1967, when I was seventeen, for the high school paper.  The
town was over 75% Catholic, the principal always checked over the
newspaper's content, and my review didn't get printed.

			   ***SPOILER WARNING***

   This paragraph describes the end of the novel - stop now if you don't
want to know.  Okay?  It seems that Ya'akov (an Israeli and a member of the
Mossad) was worried about the shifting power in the world.  The Jews in the
United States would soon lose their power in New York and California to
other immigrants, mostly Catholic, and the United States wouldn't support
Israel as much.  And Japan and the other powerful nations would have no
reason to back it, since Israel has no oil to sell.  But if the Christians
no longer believed that Jesus had superseded Judaism, they would all become
Jews - or barring that, at least more supportive of Israel even if Israel
didn't have oil.  Ya'akov was captured in Lebanon during the Israeli
invasion and interrogated in Syria by a Russian Jew.  During the
interrogation, Ya'akov mentioned that he had been thinking of ways to
undermine Christianity.  It turned out that the Russian also was worried
about the power of Christianity, especially the Catholic backing of the
independence movement in the Baltics (this was written in 1990, remember).
So the Russian arranges for Ya'akov to be released, goes back to the Soviet
Union, and arranges for the KGB to forge a codex with the burial comments,
which is then "discovered."  Meanwhile, Ya'akov finds a 1st Century
skeleton, has it doctored to have the correct wounds, then "plants" it
under the Temple Mount.  He waits a couple of years, then arranges for the
Mossad to excavate (secretly, of course) under the Temple Mount, and has a
noted archaeologist along, "just in case we find anything."  Yes, folks,
what we have here is that old standby, that hoary stereotype, the
International Jewish Conspiracy to undermine Christianity!  As if this
weren't bad enough, he also claims that it's really only the Jews in the
United States who support Israel, and that they manage to force it on
everyone else.

   Ptui!

   I'm glad I checked the book out of the library rather than buying it.
(But I suppose I shouldn't have expected more for an author who best-known
work is an account of the Andes plane survivors who resorted to cannibalism
to survive.)

Evelyn C. Leeper
+1 908 957 2070
att!mtgzy!ecl
ecl@mtgzy.att.com
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Date: 23 Dec 91 23:40:12 GMT
From: IQTI400@indycms.iupui.edu (macphil)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: William Shatner's "TEKLORDS"

003@pnet16.cts.com (Lcdr Smith) writes:
>The first book of this series was pure, unadulterated drivel.  I almost
>threw it out partially read, but ended up leaving it in my car, and
>reading most of it while waiting for class to start.  Now the sequel to
>TEKWARS is out has anybody read it and care to comment??

So you aren't aware it was ghost-written??? (check out the SF-Lovers
archives...)

It gets better...not only is there the second book that you've discovered
(now in paperback), but a third one in hardback, now available at your
nearest bookstore! (Teklab)

But wait! you also get these ginsu knives!

iqti400@indycms.bitnet
iqti400@indycms.iupui.edu
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From: bdsokolo@faui30.informatik.uni-erlangen.de (Bernd Sokolowsky)
Date: 10 Dec 91 13:17:48 GMT
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Lucius Shepherd

Is there anything (besides short stories) I can expect of Lucius Shepherd ?
I heard he was working on three novels simultanously, but this was some
time ago. I enjoyed _Green Eyes_ and _Life During Wartime_ *VERY* much.

Bernd Sokolowsky
Fuerther Str. 35, 8520 Erlangen
Germany
+49 9131 66434                                   
bdsokolo@faui30.informatik.uni-erlangen.de      
bdsokolo@daphne.rrze.uni-erlangen.dbp.de       

------------------------------

Date: 20 Dec 91 18:30:07 GMT
From: CTEAGUE@uvmvm.bitnet (cynthia teague)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Life During Wartime

A week or two ago I finished Lucius Shepard's book _Life During Wartime_.
I really enjoyed it, though it turned out not to be the book I thought it
would be after I had read the first few chapters (make sense?).  MILD
SPOILERS - I expected techno/eco-warfare and got psychic "literature comes
to life."  Anyways, it was gripping; all I had read by him before this was
a short story, the name of which I've forgotten.  This book reminded me of
S.  Rushdie's _Children of Midnight_ because of the peculiar, allegorical
happenings that everyone takes for granted.  It seems as though it owes a
lot to the South American fantasists, too, though I haven't read them.

Has he written other books?  Short story collections?  Anyone have comments
to make?  

Cynthia Teague

------------------------------

Date: 11 Dec 91 06:45:01 GMT
From: tsdavies@rodan.acs.syr.edu (Real life?  Ha!)
Reply-to: sf-lovers-written@Rutgers.Edu
Subject: Re: Lucius Shepherd

cgy@cs.brown.edu (Curtis Yarvin) writes:
>Lucius Shepard also has a collection of short stories (which I've never
>been able to find, but is supposed to be very fine) - _The Jaguar Hunter_.

There are actually two short story collections from Shepard: _The Jaguar
Hunter_, first published by Arkham House in 1987, and recently reissued in
paperback by {mumble} (Bantam or Ace?), and _The Ends of the Earth_, also
from Arkham House (1991).

(BTW, the Arkham House editions are well worth seeking out - they feature
illustrations by J.K. Potter, whose artwork is among the most interesting
I've seen in the SF field.)

"The Scalehunter's Beautiful Daughter", a novella, was published as a small
book by Mark V. Ziesing, Bookseller, in 1988.  It was later serialized in
either _Asimov's_ or _F&SF_, and reprinted in Dozois' _Year's Best SF_, and
also appears in _Ends of the Earth_.

"How the Wind Spoke at Madeket" was reprinted in _Nantucket Slayrides_,
from Eel Grass Press in 1989, along with Shepard's "Nomans Land" (also in
_Ends of the Earth_), and the story "The Summer People", by Robert Frazier.
(The Frazier story was excerpted from a novel in progress, which I haven't
seen yet.)

Shepard has also contributed some nonfiction articles to _Science Fiction
Eye_ and _Journal Wired_.

Last I heard, Shepard and Frazier were supposed to be working on something
together.

Contacts:

   Arkham House, Sauk City, WI  53583
   Eel Grass Press, Box 1370, Nantucket, MA  02554
   Journal Wired - same address as Ziesing
   Science Fiction Eye, P.O. Box 18539, Asheville, NC  28814
   Mark V. Ziesing, Bookseller, P.O. Box 76, Shingletown, CA  96088

tsdavies@mailbox.syr.edu
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